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The^Mission will be conveyed to Aden in the Honorable Company’s steam 
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Ankober. ^ ^ 
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i To Captain W. C. Harris, 

Corps of Engineers. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


V/rittrn ill the heart of Abyssinia, amid manifold interruptions and 
disadvantages, the following pages will be found redolent of no midnight 
Their chief recommendation must be sought in the fact ot their 
embodying a detail of efforts zealously directed under the auspices of a 
liberal government, toward the establishment of a more intimate connection 
With a Christian people, who know even less of the world than the world 
knows of them-- toward the extension of the bounds of geographical and 
scientific knowledge, the advancement of the best interests of commerce, 
and tlie molio ration of the lot of some of the less favored portions of th^ 
human race. 

An obvious necessity for the introduction of the foregoing extract from 
Ills instructions, will exonerate the Author from an intention to appropriate 
as his due the very gratifying encomium passed upon his previous exei- 
tions in Southern Africa. As a public servant, the freedom of his pen has 
now in soriie measure been curtailed ; but his official position and resources, 
«■ added to the able assistance placed at his command, have, on the other 
hand, extended more than commensurate advantages. 

To Captain Douglas Graham, his accomplished and early friend, and 
principal assistatit, he acknowledges himself most especially indebted, for 
the aid of a head and of a pen, such 'as are not ofteii to be found united. 

Tb.o exertions of Assistant-Surgeon Kirk alleviated incalculable human 
• sulTiii'ing ; and his perseverance, although long opposed by an unfavorable 
dinuim! carried through a series of magnetic and astronomical observa- 
tiorts of I lie highest importance to Abyssinian geography. 

An^ndefatigablc devotion to the cause of science, added to the expori- 
ence gained dmdng previous wanderings in Palestine, eminently adapted 
the learned Dr. Roth to discharge the arduous functions of natural histo. 
rian to the Mission;^ and the splendid collection realized, together with 
the researches embodied in the various appendices to these volumes, will 
afford the fullest evidence of his industry and success. 





To all who were associated with himself in view to the better attainment 
of the objects contemplated, the Author here offers his warm acknowledg- 
ments for the cheerfulness displayed under trials and privations. Of the 
able assistance of some he was unavoidably deprived during an early 
period of the service. The disappointment thus involved in his own person 
has been fully equal to that experienced by themselves ; but they must 
be sensible that their hardships have not been undergone in vain, and that 
they too have accomplished their share in the undertaking so far as for- 
tune permitted. 

To the Reverend Dr. Krapf the thanks of Government have already 
been conveyed, for the valuable cooperation derived from his extended 
acquaintance with the languages of Abyssinia. But the Author gladly 
avails himself of this opportunity publicly to record his personal sense of 
obligation to the active and pious Missionary of the Church of England* 
By n^o tribute of his own could the writer of these volumes extend the 
vrell -deserved reputation of M’Queea’s Geographical Survey. It will 
nevertheless be satisfactory to one who takes rank among the foremost 
benefactors of the oppressed/^ children of the sun/’ to receive the additional 
testimony which is due to the undeviating accuracy of theories and coiu 
elusions founded upon years of patient and honest investigation ; and this 
ihe Author unhesitatingly records, in so far as the north-eastern portions 
of Africa have come within the observation of the Embassy which he has 
the honor to conduct. 

Ank6ber, January, 2843. 


POSTSCRIPTUM. 

The length of time that has unavoidably elapsed between the pa:fi|>ara- 
tion and the appearance of these volumes, needs no apology. They must 
not now be sulFered to go forth without the expression of the Author's 
gratitude for the assistance deidved during their progress through the 
press, from the talents and literary taste of his friend Major Franklin 
Lushington, C. B. 
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CHAPTER” I. 

BEr,AETTJEE OF THE BRITISH EMBASSY 
FROM THE SHORES OF INDIA. 

k" was late on the afternoon of a sultry 
"'day in April, which had been passed amid 
active preparations, when a dark column of 
smoke, streaming over the tall shipping in 
the crowded harbor of Bombay, proclaimed 
the necessity of a hurried adieu to a con- 
course of friends who still thronged the 
deck ; and scarcely was the last wish for 
«uccfiSK e^’pressed' to the parties that had 
embarked, before the 'paddles performed 
their first revolution, and the Honora- 
ble East India Company’s steam-frigate ' 
*• Auckland,” bound upon her maiden voy- 
age, siujiPtiroiigh the still blue water. 

A turbaoed multitude of manifold relig- 
ions had lined the pier and the ramparts 
of the salnting-battery, to pay a parting 
tribute of respect to their late governor, 
Hir James Rivett Carnac, who, with his 
lady and family, was now returning to his 
native land. On board also were the ofS- 
ners and gentlemen composing an embassy 
t)rganized under instructions by the gov- 
ernment of India. More than a fortnight 
hud been diligently passed in the equip- 
ment of this mission *, but its objects, no 
less than the destination of its innumera- 


j conjecture on the subject was doubtless 
launched after the bounding frigate as she 
disappeared amid the haze of flie closing 
day. 

Immortal Watt I sordid is the man who 
places his foot behind the Titanic engines 
which owe their birth to thee, and who 
would withhold, as an offering to the altar 
of thy memory, a mite, according to his 
worldly means, wherewith to erect a fab- 
ric colossal as the power enthralled by thy 
transcendent genius! Strange are the 
revolutions undergone in aflairs nautical 
since the introduction of the marine steam- 
engine upon the Indian seas. The creak- 
ing of yards has given place to the cough- 
ing and sobbing of machinery, as it heaves 
in convulsive Aroes. Tacking and wear- 
ing have become terms obsolete, and 
through the clang of the fire-doors, and 
the ceaseless stroke of paddle-wheels, the 
voice of the pilot is rarely heard, save in 
conjunction with “ Stop her,” or ‘‘ Turn 
a-head.” 

Marked by a broad ploughed wake, the 
undeviating course pursued tlirough the 
trackless main was demonstrated midway 
of the voyage by a tall pillar of smoke 
from the funnel of the “ Cleopatra,” rising 
against the clear hot horizon, like a genie 
liberated from his sealed bottle, to pro- 




hie bales and boxes,stiil served as puzzles claim the advent of the Engiisii inaiie. 
to pubik curiosity ; and many a sapient i The deep blue sea was glassy smooth . 
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Sadi passing zephyr set from Araby’s 
shores; but, heedless alike of wind and 
opposing current, the good ship steadily 
«ursued her arrow-like flight — passed the 
old outline of Socotra, redolent of spicy 
odors — and before sunset of the ninth day 
was within sight of her destined haven, 
one thousand six hundred and eightymiles 
from the port sho had left. 

Cape Aden was the bold promontory in 
view, and it had borrowed an aspect even 
more sombre and dismal from a canopy of 
heavy clouds whicli stoic acrowss the naked 
azid shattered peaks, to invest the castle- 
capped mountain ■with a funereal shroud. 
Crossed by horizontal ledges, and seamed 
with gaps and fissures, Jebel Shemshan 
rears its turreted crags nearly eighteen 
hundred feet above the ocean, into which 
dip numerous bare and rugged buttresses, 
of width only sufficient to afford footing do 
a cony, and each terminating in a bluff in* 
accessible scarp. Sand and shingle strew 
the cheerless valleys by which these spurs 
are . divided, and, save where a stunted 
• balsam, or a sallow clump of senna, has 
struggled through the gaping fissure, hol- 
low as well as hill is destitute of even the 
semblance of vegetation. 

“ How hideous-Iy 

Its shapes nre heaped around, rude, bare, and high, 
(Jhnstiy, and pcarrod ami riven ! Is this the scene 
Where the old earihqnnko’s demon trmjjht her young 
Kuia % Were those their toys ? — or did u sea 
Of lire envokijie once this <iismal cape?'’ 

Rounding the stern peninsuln, within 
stonc’s-cest of tho frowning hond!and;sthe 
magnificent wcLdern bay developed its 
broad expanse as the evening closed. 
Here, with colliers and merchantmen, 
were riding the vessels of war composing 
the Red Bea squadron. Among the is(> 
lated denizens of British Arabia, the un- 
expected arrival of a steam-frigate created 
no small sensation. Exiles on a barren 
and dreary soil, which is precluded from 
all intercoiir.se with the fruitful, but bar- 
barous interior, there is nothing to alle- 
viate a positive imprisonment, save tho 
periodical flying visits of the packets that 
pass and repass betwixt Suez and Bom- 
bay. In the dead of night, the sudden 
glare of a blue liglit in the ofllng is an- 
swered by the illumination of the block- 
ship, heretofore veiled behind a curtain of 
darkness. The double thunder of artil- 
lery next peals from her decks ; and as 
the laboring of paddle-wheels, at flrst faint 
and distant, and heard only at broken in- 
tervals, comes booming more heavily pyer 
the waters, tlze spectral lantern at the 
mast-head is followed by a red glow under 


the stem, as the witch, buffeting a cascade 
of snowy spray, vibrates to every stroke 
of the engine, and leaving a phosphoric 
train to mark her even course, glide.?, 
hissing and boiling, toward her anchorage.* 
Warped alongside the blockship, the din- 
gy hulls lean over like affection-ite sisters 
that have been long parted ; and, dinging 
their arms together, remain fast locked in 
each other’s embrace. 

And who are these swart clzildren of the 
sun, that, like a May-day hand of chifuney- 
sweeps, are springing with wild whoops 
and yells over the bulwarks ('.f tlie new 
arrival ? ’T is a gang of brawny Beedies, 
enfranchised negroes from the coast of 
Zanzibar, whose pleasure consists in the 
transhipment of yonder inount.riin of coal, 
lying heaped in tons upon the groanizig 
deck. To the dissonant hmes ot‘ a nu!?- 
tambourine, thumped with tlie thigh-lsone 
of a calf, their labor has already com- 
menced. Increasing the vehemence of 
their savage dance, they heave the pon- 
derous sacks like giants busied at pitch 
and toss, and begTinzed from head to foot, 
roll at intervals upon the blackened planks, 
to stanch tlie streaming perspiration, Tinis 
stamping and howling'with increased i’ury. 
while tho harsh notes of tlie drum peal 
louder and louder to the deafening veh.-?- 
mence of the frantic musician, tliey 'jmfsm.w 
their task, night as well as day, 
clamor and fiendish voci fora tii ms, such as 
might suggest the idea of furies eng-jugcfl 
in unearthly orgie.^. In tlie i.hvt bsilv.t of 
their revelry, the .sp.ectator 1; hippy to r 
enpe from tho snfi(ycnti''.ig jpmusphoro (d' 
impalpable coal-dust : *dnd randy diKis ii 
happen, that ibr every hundred tons of fuel 
received, fewer than one life is forh.ited 
by tlie actors in the wild vStauic descrilietj 
— some doomed victim, swollen with copi- 
ous draughts, and (Exhausted b y^ kz fivn'^y 
of excitement, invariably casting him.si.*rs 
down, when his Herculean task h duiup 
to rally and rise up no inoro. 


CHAPTER IL 
bisembaekation at cai-t. adex. 

Quitting the boisterous deck oi* the 
steamer, and pulling toward the shores of' 
Arabia, a cluster of barren rocks, which 
might fitly be likened to heaps of fused coal 
out of a glass furnace, present an ajipear- 
ance very far from inviting or preposBesr- 
ing. They are little relieved by a few 
straggling cadjan biuldirig.?, temporarily 


THE GIBRALTAR OF THE EAST 


19 


occupation, and under British protection 
fearlessly practice those rites which have 
been religiously pi'eserved from the time 
that their priests bore aloft the ark of the 
covenant Stone slabs with Hebrew in- 
scriptions mark the resting-place of the de- 
parted ; schools witness the education of 
the rising generation ; and men and wo- 
men, arrayed in their holiday • apparel, sit 
apart in the synagogue, to listen, at each 
return of their Sabbath, to the law which 
had been read since “ by way of tlie wil- 
derness out of the Red Sea” their fathers 
^‘went up harnessed out of the land of 
Egypt.” 



CHAPTER IV. 


THE GIBEALTAE OF THE EAST. 

Aden, in its history and reverses, pre- 
sents the type of many a mighty nation — 
it flourished and has fallen. As it once 
stood, it was the maritime bulwark of Ara- 
bia Felix. So early as the reign of Con- 
stantine the Great, it was celebrated for its 
impregnable fbi1;ifications, its extended traf- 
fle, and ■ its attractive ports. Here the 
camels of the Koreishites were laden with 
^ pr«cious cargo of aromatics. Here com- 
^ nierce first dawned ; and httle more than 
two centuries and a half ]i;ivo rolled away 
since. the decayed city ranked among the 
most opulent emporia of the East. Its de- 
cline is only dated from the close of the 
illustrious reign of Suleiman the Magni- 
ficent ; but the spider has since weaved ; 
her web in the imperial palace, and tiie | 
owl lias stood sentinel upon the Vvatch- 
tower.” 

In the eyes of the true believer, the cape 
is hallowed by the traditicii that it was 
. lionored sflJTi the preaching in person of 
that arch impostor, “the last of all the 
prophets ” who, with the sword in one hand 
and the .Koran in the other, became the , 
lawgiver of the Arabians, and the founder 
of an empire which, in less than a century 
had spread itself from the Pyrenees to the 
i Indus. Three hundred and sixty mosques 
once reared their proud heads, and eighty 
thousand inhabitants poured into the field, 
an army which accomplished the subjuga- 
tion of El Yemen. This latter, famous 
from all antiquity for the happiness of its 
climate, its fertility and surpassing riches, 
became an independent kingdom at the pe- 
riod that Constantinople fell into the hands 
of- Mahomet •.the JSecond. Aden- frequent- 
ly cast off‘ its allegiance ; and when the 


Turks, by means of their fleet built at Su- 
ez, rendered themselves masters of the 
northern coast of the Red Sea, they found 
the peninsula independent, under the Sul- 
tan of Foudthli. Turkey and Portugal, 
struggling for supremacy in the East, hotly 
contested its possession ; but, being unable 
longer to maintain their rivalry, it flnall}^ 
reverted into the grasp of its ancient mas- 
ters.: 

Great natural strength, improved by the 
substantial fortifications which had *been 
carried by Sultan Selim completely round 
the zone of hills that engirds the town, 
now rendered it the fittest of ail retreats for 
the piratical hordes of the desert ; and the 
lawless sons of Ishmael, scouring the ad- 
jacent waters, loaded their stronghold with 
booty. But after the loss of government, 
Aden could not he expected to retain its 
opulence. Its trade passed into the rival 
port of Mocha, and grinding oppression 
caused the removal of the wealthy.. At 
the period of the British occupation, ninety 
dilapidated houses, giving shelter to six 
hundred impoverished souls, were all tlmt, 
remained to attest its ancient glories. The 
town lay spread out in ruin and desolation, 
and heaps of stone, mingled with bricks 
and rubbish, sternly pointed to the grave' 
of the mosque and tali minaret. 

I Few fragments now survive the general 
: decay, to record the high estate of tiie once 
popuious metropolis, or reveal the magni- * ' 
licence it could Ibrmerly boast in works-of > 
publ|c*'tttd,ity. The chief buildings are be- ' ' 
lieved't'o have been situated ten miles in-, 
land, and to. have been swallowed up by 
the ever rising, never ebbing, tide of the 
desert. The red brick conduit of Abd el 
Wahab can still be traced from t,h 0 Durab 
el Hora'ibi, whence it stretches to Bir Om- 
heit, upward of eight miles, across a now 
dilapidated bridge. Here are numerous 
wells, which supplied the reservoirs ; but, 

“ like the baseless fabric of a vision,” every 
vestige of an edifice has vanished. 

Among the most perfect and conspicu- * 
ous relics of the past are the laborious and 
costly means adopted to insure, in so arid 
and burning a climate, a plentiful supply 
of water. In addition to the wells, three 
hundred in number, llie remains of basins 
of great magnitude are found in various 
directions; and in the Valley of Tanks 
are a succession of hanging cisterns, form- 
ed by excavations in the limestone rock. 
These are lined with flights of steps, andi 
supported by lofty buttresses of imperish- 
able iJitsonry, forming deep reservoirs of 
semLeilipfical form, which still blockade 
every channel in the mountain side, and 
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served to collect the Ptf ' 

from heaven, when showers doubtless fell 
mote abundantly than at the Fesmt toy. 

In the extensive repositories for the dead, 
too, may be found assurances of the former 
nwulation of Aden. Many of the count- 
ies^s tombs in the Turkish cemetery were 
of white marble, and bore on 

lets elaborately-sculptured mscrThons s^ 

mounted by the cap and 
vreater number of tliese pillared monu- 
ments have either 

overthrown. - Of the evidences of Moham- 
madanism that once graced ^ 

ret of Men41eh,and a tottering octagon of 
rto brick, attached to the Jama el Mnspd 
lone survivors of the wreck, still point to 
the sky ; and of the few mosques that have 

been spared by tlm destroying hand of time, 

the principal i® the tutelar saint of 

the city, beneath the cupola of which, in- 
vested with a pall ef crimson silk, and m- 
shrined in the odor of sancuty repose the 
venerated remains of Sheikh Hydroos, , 
An excellent zigzagged road, mpeneot- 
Jy paved, and raised in parts to the height 
i)f twenty feet, extends from the 
the summit of Jebel Shemshan, and, with 
some few of the disjointed wateh-tmvers, 
has defied the ravages of centuries. I hree 
enormous pieces of brass ordnance, pierced 
for a sixty-eight pound shot, and covered 
. wMi Turkish inscriptions, were_the chief 
.symbols of the former strength of fh;® east 
r':i,.,itor Those were transmitted tc 


H 


formed them, excellent, eapacions, and se- 

*^'*important commercial advantages can- 
not fail to accrue from the occupation oi 
so secure an entrepot, which at any sea- 
son of the year maybe entered and quitted 
with equal facility. The readiest access 
is afforded to tlie rich provinces of llitera- 
maut and Yemen, famous for their eeueP’ 
their franldncense, and the variety of their 
gums, and abounding in honey am! wax, 
of a quality which may vie with the pro- 
* duce of the hives of the Moditerranoaii.^ 

A lucrative market to the manulactureK oi 
India and Great Britain m also extenaed 
by the facilities attending commumcation 
with the African coast, south ot Bab e! 
Mandeb, where the high mountain ranges 
bordering upon the shore are clotheti with 
trees producing myrrh, frankincense, and 
precious gums, while tlie valleys in the 
interior pour forth for export, sheep, ghee, 
drugs, dry hides, gold dust., civet, 
rhinoceros horns, peltries, and ostrich fea-^ 
thers, besides coffee oi the choicest grov/th.’ 

A wide field is open for mercantile specu- 
lation, and it is not a little pleasant to : 
template the approaching improvement^f 
Christian Abyssinia, and the civilisation ol ' 
portions of Africa even more benighted 
and remote, through the medium of inter- 
course with British Arabia. ' 

Under the tiag of old England, Aden has 
enjoyed a degree of happiness and security 
never previously experienced, even in the 
days of her greatest glon', when slm ranked 
among the foremost ot conimerciai niar<.s 
in the East, and when vessels feun all the 
known quarters of the globe fconged her 
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symbols oi me lynucj. 

KUSS. «. well fr». ih., «».» » 

' ^ . tbfi first 


offered to her flag, and wreathed first 
laurels around the brow of her youthful 

general aspect the cape is not dia- 
similar from the volcanic islands in the 
Grecian Archipelago, and viewed from a 
distance it appears /'■% *® f 

from the mainland. The long dead flat of 
sand by which it is connected with the 
■Vrabian continent, rising on either beacn 
scarcely two feet above high wafer mark, 
induces the belief that the promontory 
must on to first production m early a^es 
have been insulated. According to the 
evidence of the present generation the sea 
is still receding, and the sand steadily ac- 
cumulating; bat the noble western bay 
will not be affected for many centuries. 
Though the glory of Aden may ha* fi^ 
ajid her commerce become totolly 
lated, her pojrts will long remain as nature 


Hadramaut and Yemen, and from both 
shores of the Red Sea, are daily crowding 
within tlie walls to seek refuge jro m grinds 
ing oppression, and to free lahniBelyeis 
from the galling burthen beneath which 
they have long groaned at the hand of in- 
satiate native despots. The amazing in- 
crease of population and the crowded Bf.ate 
of the bazaars form subject for high admi- 
ration. In the short space of tliree year.'^ 
the census has been augmented to twenty 
thousand souls; substantial dwellings are 
springing up in every direction, and at all 
the adjacent ports, hundreds of native mer- 
chants do but await tiie erection of per- 
manent fortifications in earnest of intention 
to remain, to flock under the guns -with 
their families and wealth. Emerging tinis 
rapidly from ruin and degradation, the tide 
of liicrati\’'e commerce, noth from Africa 
and Arabia, njay be eonfidentlj expected 
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.15 revert to its former channel. Blessed 
by a mild but firm government, the decayed 
mart, rescued from Arab tyranny and mis- 
rule, will doubtless shortly attain a pinna- 
cle far eclipsing even its ancient opulence 
and renown; and Aden, as a free port, 
while she pours wealth into a now impov- 
erished land, must ere tong become the 
«|ueen of the adjacent seas, and take rank 
among the most useful dependeneies of the 
■ British crown. 



CHAPTER T. 

VOYAGE ACROSS THE GULF OF ARABIA. 

Eight bells were “making it twelve 
o’clock” on the 15th of May, when the 
boatswain piped all hands on deck to 
weigh the anchor, and within a few min- 
utes the Honorable Company’s brig-of-war 
“Euphrates,” having the embassy on 
board, and commanded by one of its mem- 
bers, set her white sails, and, followed by 
three large native crafts freighted with 
horses and baggage, stood across the Ara- 
bian Gulf. A favorable breeze pressed her 
steadily through the yielding bosom of the 
ocean. The salt spray fiew under her gal- 
ianjt bows; and as the hospitable ca^an 
'Toofs on Steamer Point, first in order, and 
then the jagged pinnacles, forming the 
spider skeleton of Aden, sank gradually 
astern, each individual of the party des- 
tined to traverse the unknown wilds of 
Ethiopia, took the pilgrim’s vO*w, that the 
razor should pass no more over liis beard, 
until his foot had again rested on civilized 
shores— -an event not unreasonably con- 
jectured to be far distant for all, and for 
some destined never to be realized 

The breeze increasing, the low sandy 
promontawf of Ras Bir on the African coast 
became visible during the forenoon of the 
following day ; and before evening, not- 
withstanding a delay of some hours, caused 
by an accident to the mainyard of one of 
the tenders, which obliged her to be taken 
in tow, the brig was passing a group of 
eight coral islands, elevated about thirty 
feet above the level of the sea. The re- 
mainder of the fleet having parted com- 
pany during the night, were now perceived 
standing directly for Mushahh, the nearest 
of these islets, situated at the mouth of the 
Gulf of Tajilra, and divided from the Da- 
naki! coast by a fathomless channel of 
seven miles. An iron messenger dispatch- 
led to bring the convoy to, ricochetted over 


^lieutenant Barker, Indian Navy. 
It . 


the blue water, kicking up a column of 
white spray at every bound; and before 
the smoke of the gun had cleared the bul- 
warks, a bald pate protruded between the 
was followed by the swarthy per- 
son of Aboo Bekr, of the Somauli tribe 
Aboo Salaam, and commonly styled Dara- 
biii, or ** the Liar.” Nakhuda of a small 
trading craft, which had been employed as 
a pilot-boat during the recent trigonome- 
trical survey of the coast, he was well 
known to the officers of the “ Euphrates,” 
and was ascertained to be at this moment 
charged with dispatches to Aden, which, 
whether important or otherwise, had been 
during three days lying safely at anchor 
off the island, to admit of enhanced profits 
by the collection of a cargo of wood. 

“Salaam aleikum!” exclaimed the old 
Palinurus, as soon as his foot had touched 
the deck; “ Hamdu lillah ! Praise be unto 
I God ! it is you, after alL When I saw 
those two crazy tubs in your van, I believed 
that it could not be my old ship, although 
it loomed up so vastly like her ; but the 
moment you took in your studding-sails to 
let Aboo Bekr come alongside, I knew it 
must be the Capitan Bashi. Kayf halut, 
how fares it with your health ?” 

The welcome, visitor was forthwith ac- 
commodated with a chair on the poop; 
into which having squeezed himself with 
difficulty, he drew up his knees to his 
scanty heard, inserted a cigar into his 
mouth as a quid, and, sipping tea like a 
finished washerwoman, instituted a tmin 
of inquiries relative to the position of af« 
fairs in the British possessions across the 
water. 

« Tayyib, tayyib,” he ejaculated, when 
thoroughly satisfied that Cape Aden was 
not again in the hands of the Arabs, 
“ Marhabba, it is well. All, too, is as it 
should be at Tajura. Misunderstandings 
are adjusted, and the avaricious chieftains 
have at last, the Lord be praised 1 got all 
the dirt out of their bellies. Their pahqs 
have been judiciously tickled, and it only 
remains to be seen whether the old 
^‘Aan, who is fully as fond of money as 
his neighbors, or his ancient rival, Mo- 
hammed All, is to have the honor of for- 
warding the English to King Saloo. My 
boy has just returned from Habesh, and 
shall escort you. Abroo has been twice 
in Bombay, as you know, capitan. You 
have only to tell me if he should misbe- 
have, and I ’ll trounce the young scamp 
soundly.” 

Mbanwhile, the bold mountain outline 
of the land of promise, forming a worthy 
barrier to the unexplored treasures of the 


vast continent of Africa, had been 
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bad been rapidly | merry tongue knew no rest ; ** if wo hat! 


emerffim^- from obscurity, and the brown only Two-fathom Ah Jioro, you would not 
forbidding bluff, styled Eas- Dukhan, « the make aii these diiliculties. When they 
smoking jiromontory,” in height about hve want to lay out an anchor, they have no* 
or six hundred feet, was now on the star- tiling else to do but to Imml it iiver to All, 
board quarter ; its abrupt summit, as usirni, ! and he walks away wills it into six eight 
surmounted by a coronet of fleecy clouds, j feet without any ado. i went once u|Kin 
iTom which, if not from the thermal well j a time in the da.rk to grope for a ls:‘rth on 


ness cverlaking her, it was resolved to lay j ‘ And wIioki knesi's are liu?s* 
to until daybreak; and a gun fired in inti- | walking half acmes tlio 


mation of our approach, was presently an- ^ And this head in the scuppers, pray v.dujse 
swered by a display of rockets and blue is it " AIlVi, h) bo suref irrowlyd, ^ .doopy 
lights irum the Honorable Company’s voice ; Avhrit do you wwnt with it f ‘Hub- 
sdioonor '•Constance,” riding at anclior ban Allah, AH again f i excl'nmofi : MLyn 
in the iiiirbor. I must even look for .'•towage el-aivvhere,*' 

Tiie Arabs lay claitn to the invention of Dawnoflhe ITlh revealed ihe town m 
the compass ; and Aboo Bekr, who believed j Tajnra, not a mti(^ distam , on the vergo* of 
himself in truth a second Anson, was pro- a broad expanse of blue water, over wii'ch 
vid'?d with one, which must certainly have a gos.samer4ike fleet of iislnng catamarans 
been the first ever constructed. Age already plied their busy craft, '1.1m tales 
Iniving impaired' the dilapidated needIcCit of the dreary Tohiinia, of the Bulfociiting 
was forced off its pivot by a quantity of shimal, and of the desolate plains of the* 
popper-corns, which are here considered blood-thirsty Adalel, were in that momoiitt 
highly efficacious in the restoratioii of de- forgotten. Pltxnmre spurklc* 1 _ in K‘\Viy 
cayed magnetic powers. From the native eye, and each heart bounded w ;?h oxuila- 
navigatows in the Indian Ocean, he had tioiiattiie near prospect of fuilillmg the 
borrowed a primitive nautical instrument benevolent schemes in design, and of add- 
. for deteriiiiuing the latitude; nor was he ing one rniie to the melioratba of Afntds 
a little vain of his practical skid as an ob- swart sons. _ * * 

server. Tiirongh a perforation in the Tiioso who are v.onwmmt with Hot* 
centre of a jikiue of wood, in size and chcil’s admirable iiinsJratimi of an en- 
w^liano like a playing card, was pa.s.scHl a campineat of Cupe farmer.-!, wiih their 
knitted wliipcord ; and the dismnee from gig;oitic vru,gons scattered about in pie^u- 
each knot v/as so regulated, that the .sub- n'sque coiiHo'ioue will bif^t tnaba'.i^'md I ho 
tended angle sJ-.oiikl equal die altitude of appear, of ibo j-roiip of prmot vo Juihi- 
the polar star at some iVeque, -ted point Oil uUious that no.w pr'‘>enlfd itodf on the 
the Coast. The laiot hfAung been placed | sea-heac:h. KxreiH.nir tv^o 1: .n^hval in 
betw’een the leeih, and tlie lower margin ’ number, anil nuiely tam.-fr'.u t^d of tnimes 
«>f the plane brought in optical coulavt ! of unhowvn timber, arnngod in u p-trabojic 
with the liorizon, the position of Solaris i arch, and covered in with dat^* me'tdig, 
must bo observed with roieronce to the j they re;-eui]}led the while of the 

upper edg-^; when, if it be above, tlie de- 1 Dntcli bom*-, mi 1 OHnet!li\' ly slieitor.' d 

sired ha veil is known to be to the south- ; some Uvelvo hnndovi. iniiaidtunt Ilm 

ward — if below, to the north vvard, and the j bold gray movmlnJv-v Hko a doip-s-tone, 
course is shaped accordingh. ■ jimltod the l;ind'aa|’o. umi. ri-'V-j li< r 

” I’ll take you in this very nighl, ! ab)vc tier, thrmigh curaj liouveou'e and 
■ t:m Baslii. if you so please,” resumed Inc | basaltic trap, lu tu!- m'm ;-iir b !■■*; < l-.nd.-ii, 
pilot, wdiO'^e packet bad by this time es- towering Hv-e tiiousw; i w.r' oi.ou- llio 
caped his recollection altogether. "Only ocean, were envompiai hi dirly rrd cioud--, 
give me the order, and, praise be unto Ai- which imparled tho'aspect *n a mofiiiii'i in. 
lab * there^is ncthing that Aboo Bekr can- the depih of winfer. Verduat * lam: s nf 

not do. My head, as you see, is b ".Id, and da'.e and palm-troes i .:?** nuly 

I rnayperiuips be a little old-looking now ; j well of friedi watf‘r, Sirjmmi wir.rh mam*:- 
but wait until we get on shore, ami rny j ous Bedoifn femahv. were dr.wmg tiudr 
new wig is bent: Inshallahl I shall look j daily supply ofihe procieus (!uid. "TiiCse 
like a child of years among the y^ung- relieveui liio humhie tenucinl nueffue of 
est of them ” _ ■ whilewasimd tnadntpore, uhcmcje tlie voice 

"Now, if we had but Long All of Zeyla j 'of the muezzm huummimd tiie true be- 
oh board,” continued the old mdn, whose i liever to matin prayer ; and a belt of greest 
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‘makanni^ a dwarf species of mimosa with 
uniform umbrella lops, fringing the sandy 
shore, completed a pleasant contrast to the 
frowning blocks of barren black lava which 
fortify the Gibralhrr whore upon the eye 
had rested. 

As the ship sailed into the harbor, the 
appearance of a large shark in her wake 
caused the ttmguo of tlie pilot again to 

break {idrift.” “ A certain friend of 
mine,’’ said he, nakhuda of a craft al- 
most as fast a sailer as my own, wdiich is 
acknowledged to be the best in these seas, 
was, once ii|ion a time, bound from this 
port to Mociia, ^vith camels on board. 
When oil Jabel J:lu, the high table-land 
betwixt tb(^ Bsiy of Taj era and the Red 
8oa, oii3 of the beasts dying, was hove 
overboard. Up came a sfiark, ten times 
tlie size of that fellow, and swallowed the 
carcass, leaving one of the hinder legs pro- 
truding from his jaws *, and bolbre he had 
time to think where he was to tind stow- 
age for it, up enme a second tremendous 
inonst :*r, and bolted his messmate, camel, 
leg, and all.’* 

In return for this anecdote, the old man 
was treated to the history of the two Kil- 
kenny cats in the sawpit, which fought 
until nothing remained of either but the 
tail and a bit of the flue. “ How could 
thatr bo ?” he retorted seriously, after 
turning the business over in his mind. 

Now, Ci'jpitiri Ba.shi, you are spinning 
yarns, but, by Alin h, the story I have told 
you is as true as the holy Koran, and if 
you don’t choose to believe there are 
a dozen persons fd’ unblemished veracity 
now in Tajtira, who are ready to vouch 
for its. correctness.” 


CT/ AFTER VL 

CAST ANCUOi-l AT TAJCUA OX THE AFRICAN 
COAST. 

A «r}L\ouy, mis-.hapeu I-;d, claimed by 
A!)oo Ih'kr as his own most dutiful neph- 
env, palille i alung-’.de isi a frail skiff, 
the devil dancing in his wicked eye; and 
Imving caught the ersd of a rope thrown 
Iw the doting uncle, he was on board in 
ano'iher inshint. 

DuriuLi’ a forLuer cruize of the ‘^Eu- 
phrates,” this imp had cojU rivet* to pass 
on tl'ie purser a, basket of half-hatched 
eggs, whicli he warranted new-laid,” 
but with whidh he was subsequently 
pelted over the gangway. On being 
greeted as ‘‘ Sahib oi bayzah,” the mas- 


ter of the eggs,” and asked if he had not 
brought a fresh supply for sale, grinning 
archly, he dragged forward by the topknot 
a dull, stupid, little wretch — his messmate 
— whose heavy features formed the exact 
reverse of his own impudent animation. 
“ Here,” he exclaimed, “ is the identical 
young rascal of whom I told you I bought 
them; he actually stole the whole from 
under his mother’s hen, and then assured 
me that they were fresh.” Why do n’t 
you grow taller as well as sharper ?” in- 
quired the party upon whom the preco- 
cious child of the sea had imposed ; “ ’tia 
now twelve months since you cheated rne, 
and you are as diminutive a dwarf as 
ever,” “How can any, one thrive who is 
starved ?” was the prompt reply ; “ were I 
to eat as immoderately as you do, I doubt 
not I should soon grow as corpulent.” 

But the arrival of Ali Shermarki shortly 
changed this desultory conversation to 
weightier matters. This worthy old man, 
sheikh of the Soraauli tribe Aber Gerhajis, 
possessing great influence and considera- 
tion among the entire Danakil population 
of the coast, had been invited from Zeyla, 
his usual place of residence, to assist in the 
extensive preparations makingfor the jour- 
ney of the embassy; and he now repre- 
sented the requisite number of camels to 
be on their way down from the mountains, 
if the assurances of the owners, upon 
whose word small reliance could be placed, 
were to be implicitly believed. 

Long faithfully attached to the British 
government, the sheikh’s first introduction 
arose out of a catastrophe winch occurred 
many years ago — ^the loss of the merchant 
brig “ Mary Anne ” at Berbera, a sea-port 
on the Somauli coast, lying immediately 
opposite to the peninsula of Aden. De- 
serted from October till March, it becomes, 
throughout tJie re.sidue of the year, one 
iin interrupted lair, frequented by ships from 
the Arabian shores, by rapacious Banians 
from Iruiia, and by caravans of wandering 
savages from all parts of the interior — a 
vast temporary city or encampment, pop- 
ulated by not fewer than fifty thousand 
souls, springing into existence as if by the 
magic aid of Aladdin’s lamp, and disap- 
pearing so suddenly, that vrithin a single 
week, not one inhabitant is to be seen. 
Yet another six months, and the ptirse- 
proud merchant of Hurrur is again there, 
with his drove of comely slaves newdy ex- 
ported from the ' highlands of Abyssinia, 
j There, too, is the wild pagan, displaying 
I coffee, peltries, and precious gums from 
I beyond Gurague ; and, punctual as ever, 

‘ see the kafllah from the distant gurriahs 
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of Amm afid Ogaden, a nomade band, la- 
den with ivory and ostrich plumes, and 
stained from head to foot, both in person 
and in garment, by the impalpable red dust 
traversed during the long march from the 
southward. 

* Religious prejudices on the part of the 
wily Hindoo precluding all traliio in live 
stock, the Somauli shepherd retains in his 
own hand the sale of his black-headed 
docks ; embarked with which in his frail j 
bark of fifty tons, he stands boldly across ! 
the gulf, at seasons when the Arab fears ' 
even to creep along the coast of the Hejaa. 
All other trade, however, is engrossed by 
the subtle Banian, who divides the adduc* 
tor poUim of the riglit thumb, in order to 
increase the span by which his wares are 
to be measured; and he, during, many 
years, has enjoyed, silently and unobserv- 
ed, the enormous profits accruing from the 
riches annually poured out from, the hidden 
regions of Africa. No form of govern- 
ment regulates the commerce ; and, in the 
absence of imposts, barter is conducted 
solely through the medium of a native bro- 
ker styled aban, who, receiving a regula- 
ted per-centage upon purchases and sales, 
is bound, at the risk of his own life, to 
protect his constituent from injury or out- 
age. 

A vessel standing toward the coast 
proves a signal to all Who gain their live- 
lihood by this system, to swim off, and con- 
test first arrival on board ; the winner of 
the aquatic race, in accordance with an- 
cient usage, being invariably received as 
her aban. Thus it was that Ali Sher- 
marki became agent to the Mary Anne,” 
a small English merchantman from Slau- 
ritius, whose captain, imprudently, laadino* 
with tixe greater portion of his crew, a& 
forded to a party of knavish Somauli an 
opportunity to cut the cable, when she 
drifted on shore and was lost. Hoping by 
his influence to prevail upon the plunder- 
ers to desist, the aban, then a younger 
man, exerted himself to gain the wreck, 
but he was repulsed by a shower of spears, 
and his boat was swamped. A savage rab- 
ble next beleaguered his dwelling, and im- 
periously demanded the persons of the of- 
ficers and cre'W, in order to put them to 
death; but, true to his charge, AH Sher- 
marki stoutly resisted, and being severely 
wrounded, succeeded with his blood in se- 
curing honorable terms, and preservingthe 
lives for which he had made himself re- 
sponsible. His zealous integrity was duly 
rewarded by the British government, and 
a sword was presented in token of his gal- 
lahtry, the display of the brilliant setting 


of which led to the narration of the fore, 
going history. 

^ The passage from Aden had lieen made 
m forty-two hours. As the calile of the 

Euphrates ” ran through the hawse-holes, 
and the rest of the squadron fell into their 
places betwixt hereelf and the shore, she 
fired a salute of five guns ; and, after con- 
siderable delay, a negro was perceived tim- 
idly advancing with a lighted brand from 
among a knot of gray-bearded elders, seal- 
edrin deep eonsiiltation beneatli the scanty 
Ibikge of an ancient date-troe, A super- 
annuated 4 pr., lioney-combod throughout 
Its^ calibre, and mounted upon a ricketv 
ship carriage, tottered on tiie beach-— tim 
^le piece of ordnance possessed by Multan 
Mohammad ibn Mohammad, reputed ruler 
of ali the JDaniikii tribes. Jt was, after 
much coaxing, persuaded to explode in re- 
ply to the compliment paid, and for some 
minutes afterward, wreaths of white smoko 
continued to ascend from tlie chirnnev- 
like vent, as though the venerable cnigine* 
had takers fire, and was being consumed 
internally. 

The commander of the Euphrates,” 
whose naval functions were now teinpora * 
rily suspended, having long enjoyed the 
honor of a personal acquaintance with the 
potmitate bearing the above pompous aiul 
high-sounding title, repaired Jortliwith hp 
'tlie palace, which consists of the steni 
moiety of the Ill-starred “Mary Anne,” 
testily erected, keel uppermost, in the mid- 
dle of the town to serve as tm attic storv. 
Letters of introduction from the political 
authorities at Aden, with many comidirnen- 
tary speeches, duly deli vered, permission to 
land was solicited ; and although the for- 
midable array of shipping, whose guns, not 
two hundred yards distant, suilenlv over- 
iooivcd tlie royal lodge, had given birth to 
certain misgivings, the siiltai^^inallvoverl 
came his fears, and acquiesced in trie ar- 
rangement A spot of waste land, formino 
a common near the mosque, was pointed 
out as the site upon which to encamp, but 
the favor was granted with thia express 
understanding, that the British embassv 
should tarry in so enviable a situation, not 
one moment longer thrni the exigencies of 
the service imperatively demanded ; a sav- 
ing dause in the stipulation to which all 
parties heartily subscribed. 

The bay in which the « Euphrates” now 
rode, styled, from its wonted smoothness, 
‘•Bahr el Baiiateen,” «‘the sea of the two 
nymphs, ’ is a deep narrow estuaiy, bound- 
ed by a bold coast, and extending, in a 
south-westerly direction, about forty-five 
miles, when the Eesah and Banakil shores 
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suddenly converge so as to form a strait- its foundation, raised its head on the after- [ 

ened channel, which imparts the figure of noon of the 18th of May; when the em- : 

an hour-glass. Barely three-quarters of a bassy, accompanied by the officers of both 
mile across, this passage is divided by a ships-of-war in the harbor, landed under a 
^ barren rocky islet, styled “ Bab,” “ the salute of seventeen guns from the Eu- 
door” as occupying the gateway to the in- phrates,”* and, in a spacious crimson 
ner bay of Guobut ei Kharab, *'the basin pavilion, erected as a hall of audience, 
of foulness.” The vortices formed by the received a visit of ceremony from the sul- 
strong tide setting through these confined tan and his principal chiefs, A more un- 
Tk apertures, assume a most dangerous as- princely object can scarcely be conceived 
pcct ; and although the water in the bowl, than was presented in imbecile, the attenu- 
whereof the longer axis measures twelve, ated, and ghastly form of this most meagre 
and the shorter five miles, is so intensely potentate, who, as he tottered into the mar- 
salt as to create a smarting of the skin quee, supported by a long witch-like wand, 
during Immersion, rnud adhering to the tendered his hideous bony claws to each 
lead at one hundred fathoms, is perfectly of the party in succession, with all the re- 
eweet and fresh. Of four islets, two are pulsive coldness that characterizes a Ban- 
rocks; Boqd All, on the contrary, three kali shake of the hand. An encourager of 
hundred feet in height, and perfectly inac- the staple manufactures of his own coun- 
cessible, ■ being thickly incrusted with try, his decrepit frame was enveloped in a 
earth and vegetable matter, while the sides coarse cotton mantle, which, with a blue 
of its nearest neighbor. Hood Ali, are bare, checked wrapper about his loins, and an 
and present unequivocal traces of more re- ample turban perched on the very apex of 
cent volcanic action than are to be found his shaven crown, was admirably in keep- 
in the surrounding debris. ing with the harmony of dirt that pervaded 

Inimediately outside the bay, on the the attire of his privy council and attend- 
Danakil coast, there issues from the rock ants. Projecting triangles of leather 
^ below high water line, a spring which, at graced the toes of his rude sandals; a 
the flood tide, is completely effaced ; but huge quarto Koran, slung over his bent 
during the ebb is so intensely hot, that a shoulder, rested beneath the left arm, on 
crab is instantly destroyed and turned red the hilt of a brass-mounted creese, which 
byjynmersion. At the western extremity was girded to the right side ; and his illus- 
oTGoobut el Kharab, a cove three hundred trious person was further defended against 
yards in diameter, with sixteen fathoms evil influence by a zone and bandalier, 
water, is inclosed by precipitous volcanic thickly studded with mystic amulets and 
cliifs, and the entrance barred by a narrow most potent charms, extracted from the 
coral reef, which, at low tide, lies high and sacred book. Enfeebled by years, his 
dry. In the waters of this recess is pre- deeply-furrowed countenance, bearing an 
sented one of those strange plienomena . ebony polish, was fringed by a stragglino* 
which are not to be satisfactorily explained, white beard, and it needed not the science 
Always ebbing, there is an underflow du- of Lavater to detect, in the indifference of 
ring even the flood tide ; and usually glassy his dull leaden eye, and the puckered cor- 
smooth, they become occasiGnally agitated ners of his toothless mouth, the lines of 
by sudden ebullition, boiling up in whirl- cruelty, cunning, and sordid avarice. ' 
pools, wdii^i pour impetuously over the His highness’s haggard form w^as sup- 
bar ; whence the natives, persuaded that ported by the chief ministers of church 
there exists a subterranean passage con- and state— Abdool Rahman Sowahil, the 
^ nected with the great Salt Lake, of wffiich judge, civil, criminal, and ecclesiastic, and 

the sparkling expanse is visible from an Hamed Bunaito, the pursy wazir, whose 
intervening high belt of decomposing lava, bodily circumference was in strict Uni- 
term the cove “ Mirsa good Ali,” “ the son with the pomposity of his carriage, 
source ol the sea.” One Saleh Shehem, too, occupied a promi- 

nent seat in the upper ranks — a wealthy 

slave merchant, whose frightful deformities 
r H A P T P P V T T ennobled him with the title of « Ash- 

p * js. i 1 . interpreted' signifies, 

EEGEPTiOK o? THE EMBASSY BY THE suLTAH he of the hare-lip.’’ This trio alone, of 
I OF THE SEA-PORT, AHi) RETURN VISIT TO unwashed Tctinue, showed turbaned 

i SIS HIGHNESS. heads, every lesser satellite wearing either 

I ^ ^ a natural or artificial full-bottomed peruke, 

The first^British camp with which the graced with a yellow wooden skewer, 

^ sea-port of Tajura had been honored since Commanaed by Xaeute&ant j. Youag, i. n. 

I . . B 
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somethirig after the model of a salad fork, 
stuck erect in hair well stiffened with a 
goodly accnmulation of sheep’s-tail fat, the 
rancid odor whereof was far from enhan- 
cing the agremens of the interview. Izhak 
and Hajji Kasim, two elders of the blood* 
royal, with whom a much closer acquaint- 
ance was in store, were perfectly bald,— 
their patriarchal bearing and goodly pres- 
ence affi>rding no bad imitation of the 
scriptural illustrations by the old masters 
of the apostles St, Peter and St, Paul. 
True to his word, the wag Aboo Bekr, as 
full of pleasantries as ever, had donned a 
preposterous tawny wig, quaintly manu- 
factured of the fleece of a sheep; and in 
his smirking, facetious physiognomy was 
found the principal relief to the scowling 
Satanic glances of the ill-favored rabble, 
dripping with tallow, and redolent of abom- 
inable smells, who crowded the tent to the 
choking of every doorway. 

It having heretofore been the invariable 
maxim of the sultan to exact a visit from 
the stranger before condescending to pay 
one himself, the departure from established 
rule in favor of the liege subjects of her 
Britannic majesty could not fail to prove 
eminently gratifying. Compliments of the 
most fulsome nature were bandied about 
with compound interest, as the coffee-cup 
passed round to the more distinguished of 
the Danakii guests. Promises of assist- 
ance the most specious were lavished by 
the authorities, in grateful acknowledg- 
ment whereof, Cachernire shawls, and Delhi 
embroidered scarfs of most exquisite work- 
manship, were liberally distributed, and as 
greedily tucked under the dirty cloth of the 
avaricious recipients ; and although, in ac- 
cordance with the unpolished custom of 
the country, no sort of salutation was of- 
fered when the conference broke up, the 
filthy guests departed with a semblance of , 
good-humor, that had been observable in 
none at their first entrance. 

Widely different was the mood of the son 
of Ali Abi, chief of the Rookbba, as he 
rushed into the pavilion on the exit of his 
rival, the hereditary sultan of the Danakii. 
Lucifer, when gazing forth upon the newly 
created paradise, and plotting the downfall 
of the sinless inmates of the garden of 
Eden, looked not half so fiend-like as Mo- 
hammad Ali, while, trembling with jealousy 
and rage, he demanded the reason of hav- 
ing been so insultingly omitted in the dis- 
tribution of valuables ? “ Am I then a dog,” 
he continued, in the highest indignation, 

and not worth the trouble of propitiating ? 
whereas that old dotard yonder is to have 
his empty skull bound with rich shawls 


from India, and his powerless relatives de- 
corated from head to foot, Inshallah, we 
shall see anon whether tlm saltan of the 
sea-beach, or the son of Ali Abi, keeps the 
key-of the road to Habesh.” 

Unlike the succession of every other 
government in the universe, the nominal 
sovereignty of the united tribe.s composing 
the Ada'iel of Danakii nation, whereof Ta- 
jdra is the seat, is alternately vevSted in the 
adaii and the abli, a sultan drawn from 
the one, being succeeded by his \va7Jr, 
who is invariably a member of the other, 
while the individual to fill tiie post vacated 
by the latter, is elected by suffrage from 
the family of the sultan deceased. The 
town is besides the rendezvous of the pot- 
ty chiefs of ali the sinTounding clans, wh<q 
to the number of eight or ton, claim an 
equal voice in the senate, and with about 
a hundred litigious followers each, make 
it their head-quarters during the greater 
portion of the year. Mohammad Ali is 
! the principal of these, and his powerful 
tribe occupying a centra! position on the 
road to Abyssinia, he asserts the right 
to escort all parties proceeding thither — a 
right which the sultan denies. The ne- 
cessity of propitiating at one time, and 
in the same place, twm rival savages, pos- 
sessing equally the means of annoyance, 
while neither is sufficiently strong to* 
protection against the interference of the 
other, rendered the negotiation one of con- 
siderable difficulty and delicacy ; nor was 
it without a vast expenditure of horded 
words, that the ruffled temper of the mal- 
content was finally soothed, and he was 
persuaded to waive the assertion of his re- 
cognized claim, until a more suitable op- 
portunity. 

All the tents having been erected, the 
steeds landed and picketed in the roar, and 
the heterogeneous mass of property which 
strewed the sea-beach rediiccfi^) a some- 
thing less chaotic state, a return visit to 
,his highness was paid in full unifonn; 
and the cortfjge being swelled by the naval 
officers, an exceedingly gay procession of 
cocked hats, plumes, and gold lace, passed 
along the strand to the palace, uiidera be- 
fitting salute from the brig-of-war. The 
lounging population were altogether lost in 
amazement at the sight of such magnifi- 
cence — old and young, of both sexes, 
thronging the way-side, with features in- 
di^tive of unequivocal admiration at the 
brilliancy of so unwonted a display. 

The thunder of artillery, to which ffie 
nervous old sultan does not conceal his 
insuperable aversion, still shook the unpre- 
tending couch whereon he quailed, as die 
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procession entered the fragile tenement of 
stakes and matting which constituted the 
divan ; and which, without possessing any 
pretensions to exclude either sun or rain, ; 
proved just sufficiently large to include the i 
entire party. A renewal of hand-shaking 
in its coldest form, and a repetition of yes- 
terday’s compliments, and of yesterday’s 
promises made only to be broken, was fol- 
lowed by a general sipping of coffee, pre- 
pared, not in the royal kit.chen, but in the 
cuisine of the embassy; and after being 
scrutinized during ten' minutes of suffocat- 
ing heat by numerous female eyes glisten- 
ing through an infinity of chinks and per- 
forations in the envious matting, the party 
returned, bearing as a costly token of his 
highness’s regard, a cloth similar to that 
composing the royal mantle. 

It did indeed, in this instance, form mat- 
ter of heartfelt congratulation, that the re- 
gal custom was dispensed with, of investing 
the honored guest with a garment from the 
imperial wardrobe I As the cavalcade, duly 
impressed with this sentiment, remounted 
at the gate of the thorn inclosure which 
fortifies the palace, the sultana vouchsafed 
a glimpse of her bedizened person from the 
stem cabin window of the “ Mary Anne ” 
— the withered frame of the ancient bel- 
^da^?:;, embedded in spells, beads, amulets, 
"aim grease, forcibly reminding the specta- 
tor of the witch of Endor, and rendering her 
in very truth, a right, seemly partner for her 
wrinkled lord. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

TAJUBA, ** THE CITY OF THE SLAVE MEE- 


In the heart of the peninsula, of Arabia, 
environed-on every side by rocky moun- 
tains, tliere stood, in the middle of the 
sixth century, a celebrated pagan shrine, 
that had been held in the most exalted 
veneration, during fourteen hundred years, i 
The edifice was believed to cover the hal- 
lowed remains of Ishmael, the father of 
the wandering Bedouin, and it contained a 
certain sacred black stone, whereon the 
patriarch Jacob, saw the vision of the an- 
gels ascending into heaven. On its site, 
according to the Arab tradition, Adam 
pitched his tent when expelled from the 
garden of Eden, and there died Eve, the' 
partner of his fall, whose grave of green 
sods is shown to the present day, upon the 
barren shores of the Red Sea. 

This shrine, of course, was none other 
than the famous temple of the sun at Mec- 
, . 3 * ' 


j ca, since so consecrated by the lawgiver 
of the Mohammadans, as to form the focus 
of attraction to every true believer. The 
extraordinary veneration it received in 
those early days, concentrating the tide of 
commerce, rendered it the absorbing mart 
of Eastern trade. ■ Abyssinia at that pe- 
riod held in occupation the adjacent prov- 
inces of Arabia Felix ; and Abrahah, the 
vicegerent of Yemen, conceiving the idea 
of diverting the channel to liis own advan- 
tage, erected in the country of the Homer- 
ites a splendid Christian church, which, 
under the title of Keleisa, he endowed 
with the privileges, immunities, and emol- 
uments, that had pertained from all antiqui- 
ty, to the shrine of Sabaen idolatry. 

“ If,” says Gibbon, “ a Christian power 
had been maintained in Arabia, Mahomet 
must have been crushed in his cradle, and 
Abyssinia would have prevented a revolt 
which has changed the civil and religious 
aspect of the world.” But alarmed at the 
prospect of the desertion of their temple, 
both by votaries and merchants, the Beni 
Koreish, who held the keys of the black 
stone in hereditary right, polluted the rival 
fane at Saana, which had no equal, saving 
the palace of the Hamyar kings, and was 
calculated to insure the veneration of every 
pilgrim. Out of this sacrilege and affront 
arose the event celebrated in the Koran 
as “ the war of the elephant.” Mounted 
on a huge white elephant, Abrahah, sur- 
naixied El Ashrem, placing himself at the 
head of a vast army, proceeded to take re- 
venge on the idolaters ; but, misled by in- 
telligence artfully given by Aboo Taleb, 
grandfather to the apostle of God, he de- 
stroyed,- instead of Kaaba, a temple of Osi- 
ris at Tai'ef, and the first recorded appear- 
ance of the smallpox, shortly afterward 
annihilated the Christian forces. 

The wars that distracted all Arabia, be- 
tween the Greeks and Persians in the first 
instance, and subsequently between Ma- 
homet and the population in support of iiis 
divine mission, had greatly impaired the 
traffic carried on by general consent at the 
temple of Mecca. A caravan scarcely 
ever ventured forth by any road, that it 
was not plundered by the opposing parti- 
sans, and merchants as well as trade grad- 
ually departed south of the Arabian Gulf, 
to sea-ports which, in earlier times, had 
been the emporia of commerce with the 
East. Rahei'ta, Zeyla, Tajdra, and a num- 
ber of other towns in the Indian Ocean 
thus recovered their importance and their 
lost prosperity. The conquest of the 
Abyssinian territories in Arabia, drove 
every Ethiopian to the African shores. 
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Little districts now pew into great con- 
sideration. Mara, Hadea, Aussa, and Adel, 
aniong other petty states, assumed unto 
themselves the title of kingdoms, and short- 
ly acquired power and wealth eclipsing 
many of the more ancient monarchies. 

The miserable town of Tajura, the ci- 
ty of the slave merchant,” as it exists at, 
the present day, demands no further de^ 
scription. It was for two years in the 
hands of the Turks, who occupied it after 
the taking of Massowah, and converted 
into a fort a venerable mosque, now in ru- 
ins, on the sea-beach near the palace- But 
no consistent chronicle, either of tlie cap- 
ture Of evacuation, is to be expected where 
every man is notorious equally as a boast- 
er and a liar, and making himself the indi- 
vidual hero in every passage of arms, never 
fails to extol his own clan as imnieasnra- 
bly superior in valor to every other. The 
melancholy aspect 4f the place is hut too 
well calculated to convey to the traveller 
a foretaste pf the. sufferings inseparable 
from a pilgrimage through any portion of 
the country denominated Adel ; and each I 
barbarian of the entire population of Ta- 
jura will be found, on sad experience, a 
type of the Dankali nation I 
l^goted Mohammadans, punctual to the 
call of the muezzin, praying three times 
in excess of the exactions of the prophet, 
often passing the entire night in the 
mosque, or sitting in council at its thresh- 
old; sedulously attentive to the outward 
forms of their creed, though few have suf- 
ficient energy to undertake a pilgrimage to 
the .JSaaba, and content, like other hypo- 
crite With a rigid observance of externals 
— thd Danaktl rise from , their devotions 
well primed with Moslem intolerance, and 
are perfectfy ready to lie and cheat, as oc- 
casion may offer. Unoccupied, and at a 
loss for honest employment, idlers without 
number sauntered about the pavilion at all 
times and seasons, entering at pleasure, 
and monopolizing chairs and tables with 
the insolent independence which forms one 
of their moBt prominent features. Sup- 
ported by a long staff, the ruffian^ gazed 
for hours together at the novel splendor of 
the equipage ; and invariably disfigured by 
a large quid of tobacco adulterated with 
ashes, squirted the redundant saliva. over 
the carpet, although squatted on the out- 
side of the door, with ample space at com- 
mand. But altliough thieves by profession 
on a grand scale, they fortmmtely contriv- 
ed to keep their hands from picking and 
stealing ; and notwithstanding that the 
tents were thus thronged from morning till 
night, mid the sea-beach for many weaiy 


days was strewed with boxes and bales of 
truly tempting exterior, nothing whatever 
was abstracted. 

The classic costume of the people of 
this sea-port consists of a white cotton 
robe, thrown carelessly over the shoulder, 
in the manner of the old Roman t<.)ga ; a 
blue checked kilt reaching to the knees, 
simply buckled about the waist by a leath- 
ern belt, which supports a most formida- 
ble creese, and a pair of rude undressed 
sandals to protect the feet of such as can 
afibrd the luxury. The plain round i)uck“ 
ler and the broad-headed spear, without 
which few ever cross their tlireshold, ren- 
ders the naturally graceful and manly fig- 
ure of almost every individual, a subject 
for the artist’s pencil ; but the population 
are to a man filthy in the extreme, and the 
accumulated dirt upon their persons and 
apparel leaves a taint behind, that might 
readily be traced without the interveniion 
of a bloodhound. Rancid mutton fat, an 
inch thick, frosts a bushy wig of cauli- 
fiower growth, which harbors myriads of 
vermin. Under the melting rays of a trop- 
ical sUn, the grease pours copiously over 
the skin , and the use of water, except as 
a beverage, being a thing absolutely un- 
heard of, a Dankali pollutes the atrrio- 
sphere with effluvium, such as is only to 
be encountered elsewhere in the purlie^^ 
of a tallow-chandler’s shop. 

All are vain of scars, and desirous of 
displaying them ; but little favor is shown 
for other outward ornament ; and tiie mi- 
serly disposition which pervades the breast 
both of young and old, inducing an effort 
toward the concealment of property pos- 
sessed, a paltry silver ring in tiie ear, a 
band of copper wire round the junction of 
the spear blade with the shaft, or pewter 
mountings to the creese, form tiie sura to- 
tal of decoration on the arms ami persons 
even of the most extravagant. Fops in 
numbers are to be seen at "j’ajura, who 
have called in the aid of moist quicklime 
toward the conversion of the naturally 
jet black peruke to a most atrocious foxy 
red — when judicious frizzing, and the in- 
sertion of the wooden skewer, used fur 
scratching, completes the resembiacc to a 
carriage mop. But tliis novel process of 
dyeing, so contrary to that employed by 
civilized beaux, is only in fashion among 
the Somauli, who, in common with the 
Danakil dandies, employ, in lieu of a 
down pillow, a small wooden bolster, 
shaped like a crutch, which receives the 
neck, .and during the hours of presumed 
uncomfortable repose, preserves the peri- 
wig from derangement 
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Massy amulets in leathern envelopes, or 
entire Korans in quarto or octavo, are 
borne on the unpurihed person of almost 
every individual ; and the ancient Arab : 
remedy of swallowing the water in which i 
passages from the holy book have, been; 
washed from the board or paper whereon 
they are inscribed, is in universal repute, 
as a sovereign medicine for every ailment 
to which frail flesh is heir — the firm of 
sultan, wazir and kazi, who alone pos- 
sess the privilege of wearing turbans, 
holding the monopoly, and driving a most 
profitable trade by the preparation of this 
simple, 15ut potent specific. Large doses 
of melted sheep’s-tail-fat are, moreover, 
swallowed on certain occasions ; and a 
native Esonlapius gave proof of the per- 
fection to which the dentist’s art has at- 
tained at Tajdra, by dexterously detaching 
a carious tooth from the stubborn jaws of 
a submissive old woman, with the patent 
machinery of a rusty nail as a punch, 
struck with a heavy stone picked up on 
the sea-beach, where the operation was 
performed for the edification of the, en- 
campment. Applications were neverthe- 
, less frequent for European aid — a venera- 
ble priest numbering threescore years and 
ten, peremptorily demanding, in addition 
to a philter, the instantaneous removal of 
obstinate cataracts, which had long 
dimmed his sight, and upon which he had 
vainly expended the teeth of half the 
mules in Tajiira, roasted, and reduced tO; 
an impalpable powder. 

Education, to the extent of spelling the 
Koran, is general, and all speak Arabic as 
well as Dankali ; the lore of the most 
learned being, however, restricted to a 
smattering of the holy book, with a very 
confused idea of numerals, and ability to 
indite a scraggy Arabic letter, which when 
completed with infinite labor, the writer is 
oftenpuzzled to decipher. To the immor- 
tal honor of the sultan be it here recorded, 
that although the oldest male inhabitant of 
Tajiira, he is a solitary instance of non- 
acquaintance with the alphabet The 
swarthy cheek of every urchin who dis- 
tinguishes himself by diligence or quick- 
ness, receives in token thereof, a dash of 
white chalk, a black streak in like manner 
disgracing the idle and stupid ; but the 
pedagogue would appear to omit the resi- 
due of this oriental custom— the stuffing 
the mouths of the well-behaved with su- 
gar-candy, which would doubtless proVe 
a source of much greater enjoyment. , 

In the evening the ingenuous youth, of 
the each armed with a creese in case ! 
of quarrel, convene in numbers on the! 


common, to play a game which combines 
hockey and foot-ball j the residue of their 
time being spent in angling, when the ju- 
venile Walton stands up to the chin in the 
salt sea, and employing his head as a sub- 
stitute for the reel, spins out a dozen yards 
of line in a truly .fisherman-like manner. 
Numbers spent the period of their relax- 
ation from study in gaping with the adults 
at the door of the pavilion, while the 
magic effect of the magnet was exhibited, 
of ire produced from the human mouth 
by means of a promethean, here emphatic- 
ally denominated “ the devil.” 

The softer sex of Tajura, while young, 
possess a tolerable share of comeliness, 
and a pleasing expression withal ; but they 
are speedily past the meridian of beauty* 
A close blue chemise, a plain leathern pet- 
ticoat, or a cloth reaching to the ankles, 
and a liberal coat of lard over extrava- 
gantly braided ringlets, which are knotted 
with white beads, form the toilet of maid, 
wife, and widow. An occasional neck- 
lace of colored beads falling over the sable 
bosom, a pendant of brass or silver wire 
of no ordinary dimensions in the ear, and 
large ivory bracelets or anklets, proclaim 
the ^Ife^etting foible of the sex: but orna- 
meiiti are by no' means general. Mohaifi- 
madan’ jealousy tends to the seclusion of 
the better order of females to a certain ex- 
tent ; but a marriage in high life, when 
the procession passed close to the encamp- . 
ment, afforded an opportunity not always 
enjpyed^ , 6f beholding the beauty and 
ihshmn of the place. The matrimonial 
shackles are here easily loosed ; and the 
greater portion of the population being 
deeply engaged in the slave-trade with the 
interior, have their rude houses filled with 
temporary wives, who are from time . to 
time unceremoniously shipped for the Ara- 
bian market, in order that the funds ac- 
cruing from the sale of their persons may 
be invested in new purchases. 

Agriculture there is none. Every man 
is a merchant, and waxes sufiiciently rich 
on his extensive slave exportations, to im- 
port from other climes the produce he re- 
quires. x\n extensive traffic is carried on 
with Aussa and Abyssinia, in which near- 
ly all are engaged at some period of the. 
year. Indian and Arabian manufactures, 
pewter, zinc, copper and brass wire, beads, 
and salt in large* quantities, are at these 
inland marts exchanged for slaves, grain, 
ivory, and other produce of the interior — 
salt and human beings forming, however, 
the chief articles of barter. Virgin Mary 
German crowns of Maria Theresa, 1780, 
2 ^ integrals, strips of raW hide for 
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sandal soles, as fractionals, form the cur- 
rency of the sea-port; beads, buttons, 
mirrors, trinkets, empty bottles, snuff, and 
tobacco, being also received in exchange 
for the necessaries of life. 

Avarice is the ruling passion — the sa- 
lient point in the character of the Dankali. 
His whole soul is engrossed in amassing 
wealtli, while he is by nature indolent and 
laxy, and would fain acquire riches with- 
out treading the laborious up-hill path 
toward their attainment. Miserly in dis- 
position, there is not an individual of the 
whole community, from the sultan down- 
ward, who would not infinitely prefer the 
present receipt of two pieces of silver, to 
a promissory note for twenty at the ex- 
piration of a week, upon the very best 
security. “Trees attain not to their 

f rowth in a single day,” remarked Alt ' 
hermarki, after remonstrating with the 
grasping ruler on his inordinate love of 
lucre-— “ take the tree as your text, and 
learn that property is only- to be accumu- 
lated by slow degrees.” “ True,” retorted | 
the old miser ; “ but, sheikh, you must I 
have lost sight of the fact, that my leaves 
are already withered, and that if I would 
be rich, 1 have not a moment to lose.” 


CHAPTER IX. 

PORETASTE OF DANAKIL KNAVERY. 

A SHARE of thirty thousand German 
crowns, the annual profits accruing from 
the sale of three thousand human beings 
kidnapped in the interior, renders every 
native of Tajura a man of competent in- 
dependence. It is not, therefore, surptle- 
ing that the usual rates of transport hire, 
added to a knowledge, of the exigencies of 
the embassy, should have produced in this 
avaricious, but indolence-loving race, no 
particular desire to bestir themselves. All 
are camel owners to a greater or less ex- 
tent ; but the presence of so mamy interest- 
ed parlies, tended not a little to increase 
the difficulties inseparable from dealings 
with so very listless and dilatory a set of 
savages — it being of course requisite to 
consult the advantage of all, to which, as 
might be conjectured, all are most feel- 
ingly alive. The ashes of ancient feuds 
were still smoking^on the arrival of the 
British ; and notwithstanding that it was 
matter of notoriety that the amount dis- 
bursed at the time of departure for Shpk, 
wcmld;. be diminished in the exact ratio 
of tkr^ay experienceik-^d although. 


to judge from the surface, affiiirs looked 
prosperous enough toward the speedy 
completion of carriage, there was ever an 
adverse under-current setting ; and the ap- 
athy of the savage feeding upon listless 
delays, tlie party were doomed hr a weary 
fortnight to endure the merciless heat of 
the .Tajura sun, whose tardy departure was 
follow^ed by a close muggy atmosphere, 
only occasionally alleviated by the burst- 
ing of a thunder-storm over the peak of 
Jebel Goodah, and to be perpetualFy de- 
ceived by the falsest promises, without 
being able to discover where to lay the 
blame. Bribes were lavished, iflcreased 
hire acceded to, and camels repeatedly 
brought into the town ; but day alter day 
found the dupes to Banakil knavery stiii 
seated, like shipwrecked mariners, upon 
Ae shore, gazing in helpless melancholy at 
endless bales which strewed the strund, as ii‘ 
washed up by the waves of the ficktog^n. 

During this tedious detention, v, Inch, as 
the sun shone iierccr and the old#, nights 
grew hotter with the rapully advancing sea- 
son, waxed daily more irksome and insup- 
portable, and even threatened to arrest the 
journey altogether, the most conflicting ac- 
counts were received from various inter- 
ested parties, of the actual extent of the 
sultan’s jurisdiction, averred by himself to 
have no limits, nearer than the frontier*l5^ 
Efat. His revenues were ascertained to be 
restricted to two hundred head of oxen, 
camels, sheep, and goats, paid annually by 
the adjacent Danakil tribes, and it was 
certain that he enjoyed circumscribed pre- 
rogatives, based upon ancient usage ; but 
although nothing is done or undertaken, 
without his concurrence duly obtained, he 
possesses no discretion to punish disobedi- 
ence of his will, and is precluded from act- 
ing in the most trivial matter without the 
consent, in full conclave, of the majority of 
the chiefs. Possessing little or no power 
over his nominal subjects, he is merely a 
puppet, looked up to by the wild tribes a.s 
the head of the principal family — infirmity 
and utter imbecility of character rendering 
his highness, at the same time, little bet- 
ter than a laughing-stock. 

Faithless and rapacious, bis insatiable 
avarice induced him to take every extor- 
tionate advantage of the helpless party at 
his mercy, while his tottering sway de- 
barred him the power of reserving to him- 
self the exclusive right of pillage. Private 
as well as public kalams were daily held 
for hours at* the sacred threshold of tie 
mosque, during which new schemes of vil- 
lainy and plunder ,were devised ; and date 
leaves were indolently plaited by a host of 
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apathetic legislators, as the propriety of 1 
permitting the departure inland of the Chris- i 
tian Kafirs was fully discussed and deliber- ' 
ated over with all the vicious bigotry of the 
Moslem zealot. 

In order to ascertain how far fraud and 
impertinence might be carried with impu- 
nity, a deputation of the artful elders be- 
ieagured the pavilion during, the dead of 
night, to complain, in no measured terms, 
that certain of the followers, regardless of 
orders, had been seen endeavoring, with 
beads and trinkets, to betray the virtue of 
females who drew water at the well — a tale 
which proved, on due inquiry instituted, to 
be, like other Danakil asseverations, devoid 
of the slightest truth or foundation. Not 
even a paltry water-skin was to be pur- 
chased from a schoolboy under the disburse- 
ment of a silver fuloos, value four sterling 
shillings \ and a courier, who had, at three 
times the established charge, been furnish- 
ed on the security of ' the high and mighty 
sultan, to convey to Ankbber a letter ad- 
vising. the King of Shoa of the advent of 
the embassy, was, after being three entire 
days and nights in possession of his ill-got- 
ten wealth, discovered to be still snug with- 
•in his mat-house, in the bosom of his family. 

The letter in question had fixed the day 
of departure, and had been written in the 
public manner before the assembled 
chiefs, in order, if possible, to counteract in 
some measure the tissue of underplots hour- 
ly developing, and to demonstrate to the 
Danakil capacity, that, whether camels 
were forthcoming or not, the journey would 
positively be undertaken ; and the nefari- 
ous detention of the document, after the 
receipt of such exorbitant hire, being per- 
fectly in keeping with the outrageously 
unprincipled and underhand treatment ex- 
perienced from the first moment of arrival, 
the sultan was at last plainly informed that 
further shuffling and falsehood would avail 
him nothing ; since, if carriage were not 
immediately furnished in accordance with 
the plausible agreement concluded, the 
heavy baggage would be reshipped for Cape 
Aden, and the party would advance in de- 
fiance of opposition, with ten camels that 
had been brought by sea from Zeyla, by 
the nephews of Sheikh Shermarki. Mo- 
hammad Ali, too, was now heart and hand 
in the cause, and his jealous rival, on re- 
ceipt of this unpleasant intimation; began 
plainly enough to perceive that his guests 
were in right earnest, and that the golden 
opportunity of filling his cofiers was. pass- 
ing rapidly away. 

The royal salute, fired altjemately from 
the decks of the brig and schooner, each 


tricked out in all her colors, with gay sig- 
nal flags in honor of the natal day of her 
most gracious majesty the queen, envel- 
oped the town during forty minutes in a 
dense white smoke, accompanied by a most 
unpleasant smell of gunpowder ; and du- 
ring the entire day, the beach in front of 
the British encampment wore the sem- 
blance of a disturbed ant-hill. European 
and native — master and servant — the latter 
from every nation under the sun, Arab, 
Persian, Nubian, Armenian, Egyptian, Sy- 
rian, Greek, and Portuguese, — ^all in a state 
of most active bustle, were selecting light 
baggage for the approaching departure; 
while crowds of oily savages, squatted on 
their hams, looked on in smiling apathy at 
the heaps of valuable commodities that were 
tossing about the sands. Twenty-one Brit- 
ish officers subsequently sat down to din- 
ner in the crimson pavilion, and the health 
of Q,ueen Victoria having been given with 
nine times nine, another salute bursting 
from the sides of the vessels of war, shook 
the frail town to its foundations, and re- 
echoed long and loud among the mouni^m- 
glens — ^flights of rockets ascending at short 
intervals to illumine the dark sky. 

The deafening din of the thirty-two- 
pound stem-chaser of the “ Constance,” 
which pointed directly toward the royal 
abode, proved too much for the nerves of 
the timid sultan; and no sooner had the 
lights been extinguished, than his spectral 
1 figure, which ever shunned the day, glided 
1 into the tent unannounced, and ghostlike, 
muttered the agreeable intelligence that 
his highness, after consulting the horo- 
scope, and ascertaining beyond all doubt 
that the journey would prove propitious — 
a fact not previously determined — ^had 
i come to the resolution, wise though late, 
of supplying the desired carriage without 
further delay, and deputing his own son as 
a safeguard through the tribes — services 
for which the apparition felt confident of 
receiving a suitable reward. The voice 
of fibe chieftains had become unanimous. 
At the last of a long succession of meet- 
ings convened for the purpose of taking 
the affair into full consideration, Abdool 
i Rahman, the kazi, in his capacity of law- 
: giver, had risen from his seat in the assem- 
bly, and ably demonstrated to his mat- 
weaving audience, why all animosities and 
heart-burnings must be sunk in the gene- 
ral object of making money, and getting 
rid as expeditiously as possible of a party 
of Kafirs, whose guns, unshotted, threaten- 
ed the destruction of the mosque of the 
true believer and the total demolition of 
Tajuka. The Fatheh, being the first chap- 
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ter of the holy Koran, was duly read, and 
the Danakil conclave with one voice voci- 
ferated a loud Ameen, even so let it be 1 



CHAPTER X. 


LOm ADIEU TO THE UNPKINCIPLED SUL- 
TAN. 

From this eventful epoch, each sultry 
day did indeed bring a numerical acces- 
sion to the beasts of burden collected in 
the town ; but they were owned of many 
and self-willed proprietors; were, gene- 
rally speaking, of the most feeble descrip- 
tion, melancholy contrasts to the gigantic 
and herculean dromedary of Egypt and 
Arabia ; and no trifling delay was still in 
store, through their arrival from distant ■ 
pastures bare-backed, which involved the 
necessity of making up new furniture for 
the march. The Bankali saddle is fortu- 
nately a simple contrivance ; a mat com- 
poseaof plaited date4eaves thrown over 
the hump, supporting four sticks lashed 
together in couples, and kept clear of the 
spinal process by means of two rollers as 
pads, having been proved by centuries of 
experience to be not more light than 
eihcient. Accoutrements completed, and 
camels ready "for the march, other provok- 
ing excuses for delay were not wanting, 
to fill, even to overflowing, the measure of 
annoyance. The demise of a nephew of 
the sultan — the protracted funeral obse- 
quies of tlie deceased — and the almost 
nightly abstraction of one or more hired 
camels' by the lurking Bedouin, all con- 
tributed their mite. At length, hovfever, 
no further pretext could be devise^ ^d 
nine loads being actually in motion toward 
Ambabo, the first halting-ground OU' the 
road to the kingdom of Shoa, the schooiier 
‘‘ Constance,” getting under weigh, stood 
up the bay of Tajilra, and cast anchor off ! 
the incipient camp, of which the position 
was denoted By a tail cluster of palms. 

Endless objections being now provoking- 
ly raised to the shape, size, and weight of 
tile boxes to Be transported, it next be- , 
came requisite to reduce the dimensions 
of the greater number, in the progress of 
which operation it was discovered that the 
huiry of transhipment at Aden had result- 
ed in the substitution of several dozens of 
choice marasquino, for a similar number 
of cases, of equal size, freighted with 
round shot for the galloper guns, ^ The 
work in hand was one of no ordinary labor 
, difliculty and, after all, ite completion 


proved insufficient to satisfy the parties. 
One blockhead complained that his load 
was heavier than his neighbor’s, who had 
wisely risen earlier in the morning to 
make his selection ; another, that his case, 
although confessedly light, was not of 
convenient size ;‘one was too long, another 
not long enough, a third too deep, and a 
fourth too loosely packed. From earliest 
dawn, until final close of day, on a sandy 
beach, under a broiling sun, was this tor- 
ment continued without intermission, until 
the 30th of May, when, by diet of coaxing, 
menacing, and bribing, every article had 
been removed saving an unwieldy hand- 
organ, at which every camel-owner had 
shaken his wig in turn, and a few stand 
of arms which had been removed from 
wooden cases, and repaitked in mats and 
tarpaulins. A great hulking savage finally 
P|foposed to carry tliese latter, upon condi- 
tion of their being transversely divided 
with a saw, to suit the backs of his wretch- 
ed hip-galled camels. ‘‘You are a tall 
man,” quoth Aboo Bekr drolly, “ suppose 
we shorten you by the legs “ No, no i” 
cried the barbarian ; “ I ’m flesh and blood, 
and shall be spoiled.” “ So will the con- 
tents of these cases, you offspring of ax^ 
ass,” retorted the old pilot, “ if you divide 
them.” 

The almost insurmountable difficulties 
experienced in obtaining carriage, but no^ 
happily overcome, had so far delayed the 
advance of the embassy, as to oblige it to 
cross the Tehama during the height of the 
fiery and unwholesome blast wliich, during 
the months of June and July, sweeps over 
that waterless tract from tlie southwest ; 
and had moreover rendered it impossible 
to reach Abyssinia before the setting in of 
the annual heavy rains, when the river 
Haw3ish becomes impassable for weeks 
together. Independently of the natural 
apathy of the camel-owning popuiatiou, 
the fact of the season of all intercourse 
with the interior, by kafilah, having al- 
ready passed away, rendered every" one 
averse, under any consideration of gain, to 
so hazardous a journey. Grain was to be 
carried for the consumption of horses and 
mules, during the passage of arid regions, 
where, during the hot season, neither 
vegetation nor wafer exists ; and the wells 
and pools haviug notoriously failed in- 
every part of the road, during three con- 
secutive seasons of unusual drought, it was 
necessary to entertain a large proportion 
of transport for a supply of water sufficient 
to last both man and beast for two and 
three days at a time ; while, neither gr^s 
food; remaining imx tlie sea- 
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shore, the hundred and seventy camels 
now forming the caravan, had been indi- 
vidually assembled from various grazing 
grounds, many miles distant in the interior. 

A sufficient number of water-skins had 
fortunately been purchased, at exorbitant 
prices, to complete the equipment, together 
with mules for the conveyance of the Eu- 
ropean escort and artillery ; and the greedy 
r -sultan, besides receiving the lion’s share 
of the profits on all, had sold his own riding- 
beast for three times its worth in solid 
silver. But the forage brought over from 
Aden, being long since consumed, the 
whole were fed upon dates, and to the 
latest moment, the greatest difficulty con- 
tinued to exist in regard to followers. 
The services of neither Dankali^ Bedouin, 
nor Somauli, were obtained at whatever 
wages ; and the whole of the long train of 
live stock was consequently to be attended 
by a few worthless horsekeepers^ enlisted 
at Aden, aided by a very limited number 
of volunteers from the shipping, whose in- 
different characters gave ample promise 
of their subsequent misdeeds. 

On the departure of the last load, a 
^ general begging commenced on a grand 
scale, on the part of all who flattered 
i themselves that they had in the most re- 
mote manner been so fortunate as to ren- 
der assistince during the protracted so- 
journ of the Kafirs. Many, whose claims 
were far from being apparent, after con- 
fessing themselves satisfied in propriis 
. personis, modestly urged demands on be- 
half of their still more worthless neigh- 
bors ; and in order to have any chance of 
pxssing in safety to the mountains, with so 
long a line of camels, it was only prudent 
to propitiate each and all of this predatory 
host of locusts, before entering upon their 
lawless country. 

With a feeling of pleasure akin to that 
experienced by Gil Bias, when he escaped 
from the robbers’ cave, the party at length 
^ bade adieu to Tajura. Of all the various 

i ‘ classes and denominations of men who in- 

habit the terrestrial globe, the half-civilized 
savages peopling this sea-port, are, per- 
haps, the most thoroughly odious and de- 
testable. They have ingeniously contrived 
to lose every virtue wherewith the rude 
tribes to which they pertain, may once 
have been adorned ; and having acquired 
nothing iu exchange, save the vices of 
their more refined neighbors, the scale of 
abject degradation to which they are now 
reduced, can hardly descend lower. Under 
this sweeping and very just condemnation, 
tihe impc^nt sultan, Slohammad ibn Mb- 
stands preeminently in relief ; 


and the old miser’s rapacity continuing un* 
sated, up to the very latest moment, he 
clutched hiaTong staff betwixt Ms skinny 
fingers, and hobbled forth from his deii^ 
resolved to squeeze yet anotlier hundred 
dollars as a parting memento from his 
British victims. The European escort 
were in the act of mounting the naules al- 
ready harnessed to the galloper gun, which 
he had vainly persuaded himself could 
never be transported j5:om the coast, since i 

no camel-owner consented to take it, and 
repeated attempts that he had witnessed to j 

yoke a pair of oxen to the limbers had | 

roved unsuccessful, even after their stub- 
orn noses were pierced. But mule har- 
ness had been ably manufactured to meet | 

the exigency, and when his lustreless- eyes i 

beheld the party in horse-artillery order, * ! 

firmly seated in their saddles, and moving . i 
along the strand toward Ambabo — forget- j 

ting the^vile errand upon which he had 
come, he invaluntarily exclaimed, “ In the 
name of Allah and the holy Prophet, whi- 
ther are those fellows going ?” “ Raheen el 
Hdbesh)^ “ to Abyssinia,” was the laconic 
reply that fell upon his astounded ears a® 
the whips cracked merrily in succession ; ^ 

and his highness was long after seen, I 

still leaning on his slender crutch, and ^ 

staring in idiotic vacancy after the depart- I 

ing cavalcade, as it disappeared under a | 

cloud of dust from before his leaden gaze. I 


CHAPTER XI. 

INIQUITOtrS PROCEEDINGS AT AMBABO, AND' 
UNDERSTANDING WITH THE RAS EL KA- 
PILAH. 

The tall masts of the schooner-of-war, 
raking above the belt of dwarf-jungle that 
skirts the tortuous coast, served as a bea- 
con to the new camp, the distance of which 
from the town of Tajura was less than four 
A narrow footpath wound along 
the burning sands, across numerous water- 
courses, from the impending mountain 
range of trachyte and porphyry, whose 
wooded base, thickly clothed with mimosa 
and euphorbia antiquorum, harbored swine, 
pigmy antelope, and guinea-fowl in abund- 
ance. Many lai^e trees, uprooted by the- 
wintry torrent, had been swept far out to- 
sea, where, in derision of the waves that 
buffet their dilapidated, stag-horn looldng^ 
arms, they will long ride safely at anchor. 
The pelican of the wilderness, sailed 
through the tossing surf ; and files of Be- 
douin damsels, in greasy leathern petti- 
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coasts, bending beneath a load of fuel from 
the adjacent hamlets, traversed the sultry 
strand ; while a long train of wretched 
children, with streaming elf-like locks, 
who had been kidnapped in the unexplored 
interior, wended their weary way with a 
slave caravan, toward the sea- port, whence 
they were to be sold into foreign bondage. 
An avenue through the trees presently 
revealed the white tent, occupying a se- 
£[uestered nook on the course of a moun- 
tain-stream, near its junction with the shore. 
Here horses and mules were doing their 
utmost, by diligently cropping the scanty 
tufts of sunburnt grass, to repair their re- 
cent long abstinence from Ibrage, while the 
abbreviated tails of those which had been 
improved by mutilation, formed the jest of 
a group of grinning savages. Clumps of 
lofty fan-pai'ms, and date-trees loaded with 
ripe orange-colored fruit, still screened 
from view the village of Ambafao, the 
straggling Gothic-romed wigwams com- 
posing which, have the same wagon-likp 
appearatice as tlie huts of Tajura — a simi- 
lar style of architecture, extending even I 
to the unostentatious mosque, alone dis- 
tinguishable from the surrounding edifices, 
by uncarved minarets of wood. 

Greasy ragamuffins still intruding, here 
continued their teazing persecutions, and 
Mohammad Mohammad, the son, though 
not the heir to the throne of the sultan, 
having been specially appointed by his dis- 
reputable sire to the important post of re- 
porter and spy, unceremoniously occupied 
one of the chairs, to the exclusion of the 
lawful proprietor, during the entire day. 
He however proved useful, in so far that 
he was versed in the chronicle of Ambabo. 
The nakhuda of one of his uncle’s bug- 
galows, having contrived a quarrel with a 
member of the tribe Hassoba, one of the 
manifold subdivisions of the Dandkil, the 
man threw the gauntlet of defiance by 
putting off the prow of the boat. Meeting 
shortly afterward in deadly conflict, the in- 
suited mariner slew his antagonist on the 
spot, and took refuge in the hills, until, 
tired of long concealment, and believing 
‘the -afiliir to be consigned to oblivion, he 
ventured to settle with his family at Am- 
b4bo, and thus founded the present village ; 
but after some years of repose, he was 
discovered by the relatives of the slain ; 
and, as usual in all blood feuds, ultimately , 
assassinated. Occupying a site proverb- 
ially unhealthy, and scourged during the 
rains by insupportable clouds of muske- 
toes, the miserable hamlet is but thinly 
peopled ; and the sheikh being on far from 
.^icatile terms with the authorities of Ta- 


jura, it is likely soon to be abandoned in 
favor of some more eligible location. 

A red savage, felsely representing him- 
self to be one of the household of his 
Christian majesty of 8hoa, arrived during 
the afternoon fi’om Ankober, with letters 
from Aden; and liaving safely deposited 
his packet on hoard the “ Constance,” was 
readily induced to return whence he came, 
with the embassy. Deeni ibn lianied, 
a liar of the first inagnitu<ie, but the only 
Dankali who had voluntarily attached 
himself to the fortunes of tlie party, con- 
ceiving the arrival of this courier to afford 
an opening for the exercise of his talents, 
which ought on no account to be neglect- 
ed, immediately proceeded to tax his lively 
ingenuity in disclosing tlie contents of a 
document, which ho pretended had been 
received from Sahela Selassie, by the old 
ruffian, from whose clutches his audience 
had just thankfully escaped ; and the mass 
of gratuitous falsehoods, that he contrived 
, to string together with an unblushing 
front, must be admitted to reflect ample 
credit upon his fertile invention. 

Lying appeared in fact to be the chosen 
occupation of this youthful warrior, who, 
however, unlike the mass of his compat- 
riots, did possess some redeeming qualities, 
though they were by no means so conspic- 
uous as his scars. The insuperable-aver- 
sion to veracity which he evinced on every 
occasion, renders it difficult to determine 
what degree of credit may be attached to 
the tragic tale, that lie was pleased to con-, 
nect with a deep gash over the temple, 
which distorted his vision ; and if not re- 
ceived in a less honorable rencontre than 
he pretended, affords another to the ten 
thousand instances on record, of the sav- 
age rancor with which blood feuds are 
prosecuted. ■ My maternal uncle, and a 
native of Zeyla,” said Deeni, “ becoming 
embroiled, mutually unsheathed their cree- 
ses in mortal strife, fought desperately, and 
died,^ The brother of the latter sought my 
life in revenge, as being the nearest of 
kin ; but after receiving this slash upon 
mv^ forehead, and another on my arm, 
which I shall also carry to my grave, I 
closed, stabbed the Somauli villain, to the 
heart, with this good Creese ; and, glory 
be to God I divided his windpipe witii hi 
own sword.” 

Profiting by the amiable example of the 
illustrious ruler of Tajdra, the Shei’kh of 
■ Arababo, a most notable extortioner, re- 
solved to put his claim to a sum of ready 
money beyond a shadow of doubt, placed a 
strong Bedouin guard over the only well ; 
and although he had every reason to ^ 
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satisfied with the success of his nefarious tardy return, passed the sultry day beneath 
schemes, he did not possess sufficient grati- the mock shelter afforded by a low date 
tude to prevent the commission of a rob* bush, shifting position with the deceitful 
bery during the night, which might have shadow, whicli, before any further tidings 
proved more serious than it did. Solace were received of the delinquent old sultan 
under all misfortunes and annoyances was, and his ungovernable myrmidons, was cast 
however, found in the arrival of Mahom- full on the eastern side. At length the 
mad All on the 31st, with a welcome ac- anxiouslystrainingeye wasrelieved by the 
cession of camels for the carriage of water, appearance of the messenger on his way 
which rendered certain the prospect of de- back. After a world of trouble, he had 
partiire on the morrow, it having been dis- succeeded in hunting out some of the el- 
tinctly promised by the sultan, in return ders, who, however, would only consent to 
for a handsome pecuniary consideration, accompany him on the payment of every 
that his brother Izhak, who had been unani- stuiver of the demand made in the morning, 
mously appointed ras ei kafilah, his son, and, quietly possessed of the ^dollars, they 
his nephew, and seven other persons , of had thought proper to detain the escort, 
undoubted influence on the road, should be Izhak, backed by Ibrahim Shehem, the 
in readiness without fail, to escort the em- most renowned warrior in the next ten 
bassy on the 1st of June, and that the re- tribes, sat as orator on the occasion. -The 
ward of their services should be paid, ad demeanor of the ras bordered closely on 
valorem, upon safe arrival within the king- the insolent. A heavy load of impudence 
dom of Shoa. could be detected under his broad pudding 

Three hours after midnight, the galloper face ; and his desire to be impertinent was 
gun, fired within the limits of the British favored in no small degree by the presence, 
camp as a summons to the drowsy camel- of heaps of valuable baggage lying at his 
drivers to be up and doing, was echoed, mercy upon the ground. The deputation 
according to previous agreement, by the was received quite as coldly as their dis- 
long stern-chaser of the “ Constance ’’ — a honest and most provoking behavior de- 
signal to the ‘‘ Euphrates,’’ still anchored . manded ; a silence of several minutes af- 
oif Taj lira, to thunder a farewell salute as fording to each, leisure to pick out his curly 
the day dawned. The work of loading was locks, and cool himself a little, the whole 
merrily, commenced — ^the tent went down having walked out in the broiling sun, and 
— and camel after camel moved off toward become considerably excited withal. Dis- 
Duilool; when, on the departure of the last tant inquiries were at length instituted 
string, it was observed with dismay that relative to the august health of the sultan 
the ground was still strewed with baggage, and the royal family, which were gtifSy, 
for whichcajriage had unquestionably been responded to. after the current Dankiii 
paid and entertained, but for which none fashion, “ Haradu lillah,” “ thanks be unto 
was forthcoming. The greasy proprietors God !” 

were, after some search, discovered below The conference then opened with a blus- 
the bushes, engaged in the operation of ter concerning the movement of the ka- 
jerking mutton — a process sufficiently nau- filah from Ambabo without the presence, 
seous in itself to repel any close advance ; order, or consent of the ras, who, after 
but persuasion and threats proved alike sneering at the attempt as a most unpre- 
unavaiiing. Some had already sent their cedented proceeding, and indulging in a 
camels to graze at a distance ; otliers in- very gratuitous tircide against Mahommad 
solently expressed their intention of doing Ali, whom he styled in derision “the sup- 
so after the completion of their interesting plier of water,” and was anxious to make 
work, and by far the greater number would appear the only culprit on the occasion, 
vouchsale no explanation whatever. At added, in conclusion, that his own being 
length the provoking riddle. wa.s solved by “a house of mourning,” he had given up 
the arrival of a peremptory message from his intention of proceeding to A%ssinia, 
the sululn, naming the price of the attend- and had finally resolved to wash his hands 
ance of his brother with the promised escort, of the business. 

and modestly requesting that the amount He was gravely answered that the cara- 
might forthwith be disbursed, or the bar- van had started upon express orders given 
gain must be considered null and void I in consequence of a distinct understanding 
In this awkward dilemma, one of the and pledge, purchased the preceding day 
party was immediately despatched to create of the sultan himself. He was reminded 
a diversion among the Philistines, and to that every hire and remuneration for cam- 
remonstratei against so gross a breach of els, guides, and escort, exorbitant though 
good faith ; while the residue, awaiting his they were, had been paid in full at Tajura ; 
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tViftt if thf* this Stormy debate, being now brought m 

and was distinctly mforme , crround was speedily cleared of tiie re- 

terms of iX frll &e mainfng baggage ; and satisfied with the 

complifd with, ere the night naming 

perty of the „ krwhile tLt he would on no account tarry beyond 

left on the gTOund, where it lhen^ y) niffhtfall of the following day, the party, 

the embassy proceeded to f Xtd frL their anxiely. monnled after 


complied with, ere tne nignt^ — „f y^e ,,, el kafilah, 

&le%uSwEthenlay, while that he would on no aceojint 


the embassy pi^eeaeo „ee„,ed after 

which place the Const u that five o’clock, and galloped seven miles along 

S7ir.sn9»..w — H ....... 

press engagement, upn^ was siSelat the abutment of a spur 

fjTbrsSi'^ 

miS that father offensive and unprinci- of volcanic origin, which grad naily uiinm- 

TsTe''torp;eter proceeded to unfold jungle of rrddenfe' 

this hio*h-ton«d remonstrance, Izhak was covered with salt cr}fet,als. HornUende, 
mis .. ’ 1 • in blocks, was scattered along the beach, 

Se he^sOTght to coLeaT his agitation and, wherever decomposed, it yielded fine 
by tracing figures on the sand; and, as the glittering black sand, so heated mider t . 

fpll iinon his ear. seizing noontide sun as to burn the naked fwt. 
his sandal, he relieved his excited feelings The naovable camp of a horde of roving 
by shovelling a pointed stick through the Bedouin shepherds, who, with vepr slendiT 
very centre Sf the leather. But the swag- habitations, possess no fixed abode, wa. 
crerm^ air which he had assumed had now erected near the wells ; and a quarrel with 
entirely disappeared, and, after a hurried the followers, respecting the precious ele- 
whisperino* consultation with his confede- ment, haying already led to the tlrawing of 
rates, he declared that he had been toiling creeses, silver was again m requisiXiou to 
day and night in the service of the En- allay the impending storm, 
tvllsli ; that he was perfectly ready to per- ^ The heat on the 2nd oi June was almost 
ibrin everything required of him, and that, msopportable ; but the suhr^Ylay prom! 
notwitlistLdingthe recent calamity with one of pater quiet than had fiillen to the 
which his famOy had been visited, and the lot of the embassy since its first landing. 
dano>eroiis iilnes^ of his mother, he would Late in the evening, when the cool sea- 
escort the embassy in person, with trust- breeze had set in, Ah Shermaria rude into 
worthy colleagues ; that he would be res- camp, and delivered a letter winch had 
Borisible for all the property left at Amba- been slipped into his hand by the sulryu, 
bo, and only petition for two days’ grace appealing against the hardship of ten ng 
to put his house in order before repairing left without remuneration lor Ins dui gent 
to DullooL This point being tardily ac- services, praying that his old heart might 
corded, he rose with Ali Shermarki, who be made glad, and- hoping that all niiLUt 
had ridden in as mediator during the heat meet again ere death should call theni-~a 
of the conference, and each offering his wish responded to by no single individual 
hand, in earnest of the matter being &ally of the British party, 
and amicably concluded in full accordance Neither Izhak nor any of his ibllowers 
with the original stipulation of the cove- made their appearance, nolwithstaiKlmg 
naot, sot out on his retufn to Tajura. that the redemption of the solemn promise 


and amicably concluded in full accordance Neither Izhak nor any of his followers 
with the original stipulation of the cove- made their appearance, nolwithstentlmg 
naot, sot out on his retufn to Tajura. that the redemption of the solemn promise 

passed was anxiously watched untd rnid- 
. ■ ... night. At gun-fire the next morning, 

however, the arrival of the whole being 
PH A PTFR X"!! reported, orders were issued to strike the 

^ ' tent, a measure which was doggedly op- 

niTLiooL. THE HAS UNPLEASANTLY EE- posed by the ras el kafilah, whose brow 
MINDED OF HIS PLEDGE. SAGALLO AND again darkened as he declared Ins revsolu- 
... tion not to stir from Dullool until three of 

his camels, which were said to have stray- 
Izhak’s absent camels, which had been ed, should be recovered; and deaf alike 
^ . kept close at hand pending the issue of to remonstrance or entreaty, he finally 
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THE LAST WELL, 


withdrew to a distance, takings his seat in 
sullen mood beneath a tree. 

The schooner had meanwhile fished her 
anchor, and was now getting under weigh i 
for the purpose of standing up within 
range of the next halting ground. The 
mules were harnessed’ to the gun, and fhe 
tent and baggage packed. AM Shermarki 
was deputed to acquaint Izhak with these 
facts, and to inthnate firmly, that unless 
the order to load were given Without an- 
other moment’s delay, minute guns would 
be fired as a signal to bring up the brig 
from Taj lira, v/lien the promise made yes^ 
terday by the English would be found, 
more binding than those of the Danakii 
had hitherto proved. This menace had 
the desired effect, and after three hours of 
needless detention, the party commenced 
it,s third hot march along the sea-beach, 
whence the hills gradumly recede. Be- 
douin goat-herds occupied many wells of 
fresh water, which were denoted by 
clamps of date-trees entwined by flower- 
ing convolvuli, whose matted tendrils fix 
the movable sands of the shore ; and late 
in the forenoon the camp was formed at 
the pool of Sagallo, only three miles from 
the former ground, but affording the last 
supply of water to be obtained for thirty 
more. 

An^extensive and beautiful prospect oi 
the western portion of the Bay of Tajiira 
had now opened, bound in on all sides by 
a zone of precipitous mountains, in which 
th'3 gate leading into Goobut el EMiarab 
"^distinctly marked by a low black 
pSit, extending from the northern shore. 
The schooner’s services were volunteered 
to admit of a nearer inspection of the 
basin of foulness but no sooner had 
she stood out to sea than signal-guns fired 
from the camp announced the arrival of 
another packet from Shoa. The courier 
had been forty-four days on the journey, 
and the tidings he brought respecting the 
road, although highly satisfactory, added 
vet another instance to the many, of the 
small reliance that can be placed^ on in- 
formation derived from the Danakii, who, 
even when disinterested, can rarely indeed 
de induced to utter a word of truth. ^ 
The strong party feeling entertained 
toward Mohammad Ali by the magnates 
. of Tajura, now vented itself in divers 
evil-minded and malicious hints, insinuating 
the defection of the absentee, who had 
been unavoidably detained by business, 
some hours after the last of the sea-port 
heroes had joined. “ Where, now, is your 
friend Ali Mohammad ?” , “ Where is the 
man who was to supply water on the 


road V’ were the taunting interrogatories 
from the mouths of many ; but come the 
son of Ali Abi did, to the confusion of his 
slanderers, long ere the sun had set, 
bringing secret intelligence that he had 
sent to. engage an escort from his own 
tribe; and the whole party being now at 
last assembled, it was resolved in full con- 
clave, that as not a drop of v/ater could . 
be procured for three stages in advance, 
the entire of the next day should be de- 
voted to filling up the skins ; which done, 
the caravan should resume its march by 
nigbt— a manoeuvre that savored strong- 
ly of a design to favor the clandestine re- 
turn to Tajura of certain of the escort, 
who had still domestic affairs to settle. 

Thus far the conduct of the son of the 
Rookhba chief had formed a notable con- 
trast to the proceedings of his backbiters. 
While Izhak and his stubborn partisans 
hai positively declined to move according 
to their agreement, unless a further most 
extravagant and unconscionable sum were 
paid in advance for their anticipated ser- 
vices, and had altogether assumed a bul- 
lying tone, coupled with a most imperti- 
nent and overbearing demeanor, this scion 
of a savage house that holds in its hands, 
the avenues betwixt Shoa and Tajura, and 
could at pleasure cut off communication 
with the coast, had never applied for aught 
save a trifling sum for the present mainte- 
nance of his family; and since the first 
edaircisseTneni, had, to the best of his 
ability, striven to render himself useful 
and agreeable to the party about to pass 
through his country. 

A most unprofitable discussion, which 
was prolonged until eleven the following 
night, had for its object to persuade the 
transmission of baggage in advance to the 
Salt Lake, in consequence of the carried 
supply of water being, after all, considered 
insufficient for three days’_ consumption. 
But the proposal was negatived upon pru- 
dent grounds, the honesty of the inten- 
tions by which it had been dictated, seem- 
ing, at best, extremely questionable, and 
no one feeling disposed to trust the faith- 
less guides further than they could be 
seen, with property of value. 

Scarcely were the weary eyes of the 
party closed in sleep, than the long 32- 
pounder of the Constance,” proclaiming 
the midnight hour, sounded to boot and 
saddle. The Babel-like clamor of loading 
was at length succeeded by a lull of ^ 
vjqices, and the rumbling of the gallo^r 
wheels over the loose shingle, was alone 
heard in the still calm of the night, above 
the alraosit noiseless tread of the cushion- 


THE HiaHMNDS OF ETHIOPIA. 

footed camels, which formed an intermina- lent a fearful intensity to the heat, %vhile 
hie line The road, lit by the full moon, on every side the dust rose in clouds that, 
shininff brightly overhead, lay for the first at one moment, veiled the caravan from 
two or three miles along the beach, and sight, and at the next left heads of camels 
then, crossing numerous water-courses, tossing in the inflamed atmosphere among 
struck over the southern shoulder of Jebel the bright spear-blades of the escort. But 
■ Goodah, the distance from whose lofty on gaining the highest point, a redeeming 
peak each march had reduced. prospect was afibrded in an unexpected 

Blocks and boulders varying in size and most extensive bird’s-eye view of the 
from an 18 pound shot, to that of Ossa estuary of Taj lira, now visible in all its 
piled upon Pelion, aided by deep chasms, shining glory, from this, its western boim- 
gullies, and waterways, rendering the as- dary. Stretching away for miles in placid 
cent one of equal toil and peril, cost the beauty, its figure was that of a gigantic 
life of a camel, which fell over a precipice hour-glass; and far below, on its glassy 
and dislocated the spine; whereupon the bosom, were displayed the white sails of 
conscientious proprietor, disdaining to take the friendly little schooner, as, after sately 
further heed of the load, abandoned it iin- navigatingthedangerous and much-drcaii- 
scrupulously by the wayside. Galeylafeo, ed portals of Scylla and Charybdis, never 
a singular and fearful chasm, which was previously braved by any craft larger than 
navigated in the first twilight, did not ex- a jolly boat, bellying to the breeze, .she 
coed sixty feet in width ; its gloomy, per- boat gallantly up to the head of Goobut el 
pendicular walls of columnar lava, tower- Khar^b. 

ing one hundred and fifty feet overhead, . - - 

and casting a deep deceitful shadow over 

the broken channel, half a mile in extent. CHAPTER X 11 1 

Deeni, in his customary strain of amplifi- 
cation, had represented this frightful pass gloomy passage of kah eesau, the de- 
to be entered through a trap-door, in order scensus ad infekos. 

’■to clear which it was necessary for a load- 
ed camel to forget its staid demeanor, and Although Warelissan proved nearly 
bound from rock to rock like a mountain seventeen huridred feet above the lev#©? 
kid. The devil and all his angels were the blue water, a sulfocating soiitli^V¥ift- 
represented to hold midnight orgies in one, erly wind, which blew througliout the te- 
of the most dismal of the many dark re- dious day, rendered the heat more awfully 
cesses ; and the belief was fully confirm- oppressive than at any preceding station, 
ed by the whooping of a colony of baboons. The camp, unsheltered, occupied a naked 
disturbed by the wheels of the first piece tract of table-land, some six miles in cir- 
of ordnance that had ever attempted the cumference, on the shoulder of Jcbal 
bumping passage. . dah — its barren surface strewed with 

^ ,Bawn disclosed the artillery mules in ning lava, and bleached animal bon#l^^' 
such a wretched plight from their fatiguing sickly acacias of most puny growth, spa- 
night’s labor, that ft was found necessary ringly invested with sunburnt leaves, here 
to imlimber the gun, and place it with its and there struggling through the fissure.-?, 
c.irriage on the back of an Eesah camel as if to prove the utter sterility of the soil ; 
of herculean strength, provided for the while total absence of water, and towering 
contingencybytheforesightof Mohammad whirlwinds of dust, sand,' and pebble.^, 
All ; and although little pleased during the raised by the furnace-like pufis tliat came 
imposition of its novel burthen, the animal, stealing over the desert landscape, corn- 
rising without difficulty, moved freely pleted th© discomfiture both of man and 
a.long at a stately gait. The same iinin- beast. 

teresting volcanic appearance character- During the dead of night, when restless, 
ized the entire country to the table-land unrefreshirig slumbers on the heated 
of WarelisS'in, a distance of twelve miles, ground . had hushed the camp in all ita 
Dreary and desolate, without a trace of quarters, the elders, in great consternation 
vegetation saving a few leafless acacias, brought a report that the Bedouin war- 
there was no object to relieve the gaze hawks, who nestle in the lap of tlie adja- 
over the wdiole forbidding expanse.^ In this cent wild mountains, were collecting in 
barren, unsightly spot, the radiation the neighborhood, with the design of ma« 
early felt from the masses of black cindi^ king a sudden swoop upon the kafilah, for 
rock, which could not be touched with im- which reason the European escort must 
desert, re- be prepared for battle, and muskets be dis- 
^ Hecimg the powerful beams of the sun, charged forthwith, to intimidate the lurk- 
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foe. They were informed, in reply, 
that all slept upon their arms, and were in 
readiness. But Mohammad Ali came 
shortly afterward to announce, that mat- 
ters had been amicably adjusted, with the 
aid of a few ells of blue cloth ; and, under 
the care of a double sentry, the party slept 
on without further disturbance until two 
in the morning, prior to which hour the 
moon, nov/ on her wane, had not attained 
sufficient altitude to render advance prac- 
ticable. 

The aid of her pale beams was indispen- 
sable, in consequence of the existence of 
the yawning pass of Rah Eesah, not one 
hundred yards distant from the encamp- 
ment just abandoned, but till now unper- 
ccived. It derives its appellation, as “ the 
road of the Eesahs,’^ from the fact of this 
being the path usually chosen by that hos- 
tile portion of the Somauii nation, on the 
occasions of their frequent forays into the 
country of the Danakii, with whom, singu- 
larly enough, an outward understanding 
subsists. Its depths ha v$ proved the arena 
of many a sanguinary contest, and are 
said, after each down-pouring of the heav- 
ens, to become totally impassable, until 
again cleared of the huge blocks of stone, 
tlie detritus from the scarped cliffs, which 
so choke the bed of the chasm, as to im- 
pede all progress. The labor of removing 
these, secures certain immunities to the 
wild pioneers, who levy a toll upon every 
passing caravan, and who in this instance 
were propitiated, on application,, by the di- 
vision of a bale of blue cotton calico, a 
manufacture here esteemed beyond all 
price. 1 

A deep zigzagged rent in the plateaux, 
produced originally by some grand con- 
vulsion of nature, and for ages the channel 
of escape to the sea of the gathered waters 
from Jebcl Goodah, winds like a mytho- 
logical dragon through the bowels of the 
oartli, upward of three miles to the south- 
ward. Masses of basalt of a dark burnt 
brown color, are piled perpendicularly on 
either side, like the solid walls of the im- 
pregnable fortresses reared by the Cyclops 
of old; and rising from a very narrow 
channel, strewed with blocks of stone, and 
huge fallen fragments of rock, tower over- 
iiead to the height of five or six hundred 
feet. One perilous path afibrds barely suf- 
ficient width for a camel’s tread, and with 
a descensus of one foot and a half in every 
three, leads twisting away into the gloomy 
depths below, dedicated to the son of Chaos 
and Darkness, and now plunged in total 
obscurity. 

It was a bright and cloudless night, and 


the scenery, as viewed by the uncertain 
moonlight, cast at intervals in the windings 
of the road upon the glittering spear-blades 
of the warriors, was wild and terrific. The 
frowning basaltic cliffs, not three hundred 
yards from summit to summit, fiung an 
impenetrable gloom over the greater por- 
tion of the frightful chasm, until, as the 
•moon rose higher in the clear vault of 
heaven, she shone full upon huge shadowy 
masses, and gradually revealed the now dry 
bed, which in the rainy season must often- 
times become a brief but impetuous torrent. 

No sound was heard save the voice of 
the camel-driver, coaxing his stumbling 
beasts to proceed by the most endearing 
expressions. In parts where the passage 
seemed completely choked, the stepping 
from stone to stone, accomplished with in- 
fiifite difficulty, was follo\^ed by a drop 
leap, which must have shaken every bone. 
The gun was twice shifted to the back of 
a spare camel, provided for the purpose ; 
and how the heavily laden, the fall of one 
of which would have obstructed the way 
to those that followed, kept their feet, is 
indeed subject of profound astonishment. 
AH did come safely through, however, 
notwithstanding the appearance of sundry 
wild Bedouins, whose weapons and matted 
locks gleamed in the moonbeam, as their 
stealthy figures flitted in thin tracery from 
crag to crag, A dozen resolute spirits 
might have successfully opposed the united 
party ; but these hornets of the mountains, 
offering no molestation, contented them- 
selves with reconnoitering the van and rear- 
guards from heights inaccessible through 
their natural asperity, until the twilight 
warned them to retire to their dens and 
hiding places; and, ere the sun shone 
against the summits of the broken cliffs, 
the straggling caravan had emerged in 
safety from this dark descent to Eblis. 

Goobut el Kharab, with the singular » 
sugar-loaf islet of Good Ali, shortly opened 
to view for the last time, across black 
sheets of lava, hardened in their course to 
the sea, and already rotten near the water^s 
■edge. Many years have not elapsed since 
•the Eesah made their latest foray to the 
north of the pass, which has since borne 
their name; and sweeping off immense 
booty in cattle, baited on their return at 
Eyroladaba, above the . head of the bay. 
Under cover of the pitchy darkness, five , 
hundred Danakii warriors, passing silently 
through the gloomy defile, fell suddenly in 
the dead of night upon tliej, marauders, 
when, in addition to the multitude slain by 
the spear and creese, numbers in the panic 
created by the surprise, leapt in their flight 
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wer tfee steep lava cliffs, and, perished in 
the deep waters of the briny basin. 


As the tedious road wound on over ba- 
salt, basaltic lava, and amygdaloid, the sun, 
waxing* momentarily more intensely pow- 
erful, was reflected with destructive and 
stifling fervor from slates of snow-white 
sea-limestone borne on their tops. Btili 
elevated far above the level of the ocean, 
a number of fossil-shells, of species now 
extinct, were discovered ; a deep cleft by the 
wayside, presentirig the uneqnivocaJ ap- 
pearance of the lower crater of a volcano, 
situated on the high basaltic ramge aliove, 
whence the lava stream had been dh-gorg- 
ed through apertures burst In the rocks, 
but which had re-closed after the violence 
of tlie eruption had subsided. 

Dafari, a wdki broken chasm at som(* 
distance from the road, usually contains 
abundance of rain water in its rocky pool, 
but having already been long drained to 
the dregs, it offered no temptation to halt. 
Another most severe and trying declivity 
had therefore to be overcome, ere the long 
and sultry march was at an end. Jt de- 
scended by craggy precipices many lum- 
dred feet below the level of the sea, to the 
small, close, .sandy plain of Mooya, on tlie 
borders of the lake-— a positive Jehannmih 
where the gallant captain of the ‘‘ Con- 
stance”'^' had already been some hours 
ensconced under the leafle.ss branches of 
one poor scrubby thorn, which afltmieci the 
only screen against the stifling bla;4 of the 
sirocco, and the merciless rays of the re- 
fulgent orb over-head. 

Adyli, a deep mysterious cavern at the 


The schooner, although riding safely at 
anchor near the western extremity, was 
altogether concealed by precipitous walls 


that towered above her rajdng masts, 
■and kept the party In uncertainty of her 
:arriva}. Crossing the lone valley of Mar- 
moriso, a remnant of volcanic action, rent 
and seamed witli gaping Assures, the road 
turned over a large basaltic cone, which 
had brought fearful devastation upon the 
whole surrounding country, and here one 


farther extremity of the plain, is believed, 
by the credulous, to be tlw shaft leading to 
a subterranean gallery which extends to 
the head of Ghoobut el Kliarab, Deeni. 
most expert, and systematic of liars, even 

I seen 


went so far as to assert tliat he hnd cr.'-n 
through it the waters of the bav, altiioiJii'li 

1 '^‘giiBaiid 

. whose voices are heard through- 
r j me out the night, and who carry of!' the* 5n- 
nisned wary traveller, to devour him without re- 
nerce morse. The latest instance on recorrl vwls 
S hehern, who was compel Ird by the. 

I neat, weariness of Ids camel, to fall behind tlm 
onime caravan, and, when sought by his coirimdcv, 
-e was was nowhere to be found, notwithslatidlng 
jnjne that his spear.and shield had remained un- 
Jnuched. No tidings of the missing man 
SS leaving been obtained to the present' hour, 
hmlr believed by his disconsolate friends 
. furnished a meal to the gim in 
improbable that 

uc me some better clue to his fate might be af- 
iemZ ^ythe Adnisi, an outcast clan of 

L^nteuaiti Wiimvt Clidstofiliei, L if. 


he admitted it to be the abode of 
efreets,' 
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the Debeni, acknowledging no chief, 
though recognizing in some respects the 
authority of the Sultan of Tajura, and who : 
wander over the country for evil, from Sa-’i 
gallo to the Great Salt Lake. ! 

Foul-mouthed vampires and ghouls were 
alone wanting to complete the horrors of 
this accursed spot, which, from its deso- 
late position, might have been believed the ! 
last stage of the habitable world. A close 
jnephitic stench, impeding respiration, , 
arose from the saline exhalations of the 
stagnant lake. A frightful glare from the 
white salt and limestone hillocks threatened 
destruction to the vision ; and a sickening 
heaviness in the loaded atmosphere, was 
enhanced rather than alleviated by the 
fiery breath of the parching north-wester- 
ly wind, which blew without any intermis- 
sion during the entire day. The air was 
inflamed, the sky sparkled, and columns of 
burning sand, which at intervals towered 
high into the dazzling atmosphere, became 
so illumined as to appear like tall pillars of 
Ore. Crowds of horses, mules, and fetid 
camels, tormented to madness by the dire 
persecutions of the poisonous gad-fly, flock- 
ed recklessly with an instinctive dread of 
tlie climate, to share the only bush ; and 
obstinately disputing with their heels the j 
slender shelter it aflbrded, compelled seve- 1 
ral of the party to seek refuge in noisome 
caves formed along the foot of the range 
by fallen masses of volcanic rock, which 
had become heated to a temperature seven 
times in excess of a potter’s kiln, and fair- 
ly baked up the marrow in the bones. 
Verily ! it was an evil place,” that lake 
of salt : it was “ no place of seed, nor of 
figs, nor yet of vines ; no, nor even of 
|X)megranates ; neither was there any wa- 
ter to drink.” ^ 


CHAPTER XIV. 

FSAKFUL SUFFERINGS IN THE PANDEMONIUM 
OF BAHR ASSAL. ? 

In this unventilated and diabolical hol- 
low, dreadful indeed were the sufferings 
in store both for man and beast. Not a 
drop of fresh water existed within many 
miles ; and, notwithstanding that every hu- 
man precaution had been taken to secure 
a supply, by means of skins carried upon 
camels, the very great extent of most im- 
practicable country to be traversed, which 
had unavoidably led to the detention of 
nearly all, added to the difliculty of re- 
straining a multitude maddened by the tor- 
tsires of burning thirst, rendered the pro- 


vision quite insufEcient ; and during the 
whole of this appalling day, with the mer- 
cury in the thermometer standing at 126^ 
under the shade of cloaks and umbrellas — 
in a suffocating Pandemonium, depressed 
five hundred and seventy feet below the 
ocean, where iio zephyr fanned the fevered 
skin, and where the glare arising from the 
sea of white salt was most painful to the 
eyes ; where the furnace-like vapor ex- 
haled, almost choking respiration, created 
an indomitable thirst, and not the smallest 
shade or shelter existed, save such as was 
afibrded, in cruel mockery, by the stunted 
boughs of the solitary leafless acacia, or^, 
worse still, by black blocks of heated lava> 
it was only practicable, during twelve te- 
dious hours, to supply to each of the par- 
ty two quarts of the most mephitic brick- 
dust-colored fluid, which the direst neces- 
sity could alone have forced down the 
parched throat, and which, after all, for 
from alleviating thirst, served materially $o 
augment its insupportable horrors. 

It is true that since leaving the shores 
of India, the party had gradually been in 
training toward a disregard of dirty water-— 
a circumstance of rather fortunate occur- 
rence. On board a ship of any descrip- 
tion the fluid is seldom very clean, or very 
plentiful. At Cape Aden there was little 
perceptible difference betwixt the sea wa- 
ter, and the land water. At Tajflra the 
beverage obtainable was far from being 
improved in quality by the taint of the new 
skins in which it was transferred, from the 
only well ; and now, in the very heart of 
the scorching Tehama, when a copious 
draught of aqua pura seemed absolutely 
indispensable every five minutes, to secure 
further existence upon earth, the detesta- 
ble mixture that was at long intervals most 
parsimoniously produced, was the very 
acme of abomination. Fresh hides strip- 
ped from the rank he-goat, besmeared in- 
side as well as out with old tallow and 
strong bark tan, filled from an impure well 
at Sagallo, tossed, tumbled, and shaken 
during two entire nights on a camel’s back, 
and brewed during the same number of in- 
tervening days under a , strong distilling 
heat — ^poured out an amalgamation of pot- 
tage of which the individual ingredients of 
goat’s hair, rancid mutton fat, astringent 
bark, and putrid water, were not to be dis- 
tinguished. It might be smelt at the dis- 
tance of twenty yards, yet all, native and 
European, were struggling and quarrelling 
for a taste of the recipe. The crest-fallen 
mules, who had not moistened their crack- 
ed lips during two entire days, crowding 
around the bush, thrusting their hot noses 
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laTdrocrT tey ra^ franticly with open when the implacable orb went down, shorn 
seek of their suffer- of his last fierce ray. The drooping spirits 

iwfat the deceptive waters of the briny of all now rose with the prospect o speedy 
ake which, like^hose of Goobut el Kha- departure from so fear ui a spot. 1 he 
rfh were so intensely salt, as to create commander of the friendly schooner, which 
f .Tnf had proved of such inestimable service, but 

whose protecting guns were at length to 
tW dismal day. ‘Each weary hour be withdrawn, shortly set out on his return 
brouaS a grievous Accession, but no aile- to the vessel with the last dispatches Irom 
Sn to the fearful torments endured, the embassy, after bidding its members a 
The stao-nationofthe atmosphere continued final farewell; and in order to obtain wa- 
undiminished ; the pangs of thirst increased, ter, any further deprivation of which must 
no water arrived ; and the sun’s des- have involved the dissolution of the whole 
potic dominion on the meridian, appeared party, no less than to escape from the pes- 
to know no termination. At four o’clock, tilential exhalations ot the desolate lake, 
when the heat was nothing abated, distress- which, as^ welldurmg the night as during 
in^" intelligence was received that one of the day, yielded up a blast like that curling 
the seamen, who during the preceding night from a smith’s forge— -witbering to the hu- 
had accompanied the captain of the schoo- man frame— it was resolved as an unavoid- 
ner-of-war from Goobut el Kharab, and had able alternative, to leave the baggage to its 
unfortunately lost his way, could nowhere fate, and to the tender mercies oi guides 
ue found— the gunner, with six men, hav- and camel-drivers, pushing forward as ex- 
intr lono* painfully searched the country peditiously as possible to Goongoonteh, a 
sife for their lost messmate, but to no pur- cleft in the mountains that bound the oppo- 
pose, Abroo, the son of whom old Aboo site shore, wherein water was kno^vn to be 
Bekr was justly proud, and who was indeed abundant. Pursuant to this determination, 
the flower of his tribe, immediately volun- the European escort, with the servants, fol- 
teered to go in quest of the missing sailor, lowers, horses, and mules, were held in 
and he subsequently returned with the readiness to march so soon as,®, to moon 
cheering intelligence that his efforts had should rise above the gloomy rsiif- 

been crowned with success'. Overwhelmed ficiently to admit of the path being'fraced 
by heat and thirst, the poor fellow, unable which leads beyond the accursed precincts 
to drag his exhausted limbs further, had of a spot, fitly • likened by the Dana kil to 
crept lor shelter into a fissure of the heated the infernal regions, 
lava, where he had soon sunk into a state Dismal, deadly, and forbidding, but deep- 
of insensibility. Water, and the use of a ly interesting in a geological point of view, 
lancet^ with which the young midshipman its overwhelming and paralyzing heat pre- 
who heroically accompanied the exploring eluded all possibility of minute examina- 
party had been provided, restored suspend- tion, and thus researches were of necessity 
ed animation sufficiently to admit of his conWd to the general character of the 
patient being conveyed on board the “ Con- place. Latitude, longitude, and level were 
stance” alive ; but, alas 1 he never reached however accurately determined,'^ and many 
Tajiira ; neither did one of the brave tars were the theories ventured, to account for 
who sought their lost comrade under the so unhsual a phenomenon. Obviously the 
fierce rays of the sun, nor indeed did any result of.earthqualm and volcanic eruption 
of the adventurous expedition, escape with- — a chaos vomited into existence by 
out feeling, in after severe illness, the un- “Th’ infuriate hill that shoots the pillar’d flame.” 
wholesome influence upon the human con- ^ ,, t, • 

stitution of that waste kd howling wilder- been m a 

^ most afflicting throe to have given birth to 

But the longest day must close at last, » f monstrous ; and' there being 

and the great luminary had at length run no locality to which the mostvmd fancy 
his fiery and tyrannical course. String af- oould assign aught that ever bore the name 
ter string of loaded camels, wearied with V 1“?® doubt 

the passage of the rugged defile of Rah “"f ^ave .been re- 

Eesah, were with infinite difficulty urgfed pelled far from its former boundaries. The 
down the last steep deeUvity, and at long oviform %nre of the bowl, hemmed m on 
Ipj^f^ls, as the shado'filfs lengthened, made I * These wiu be found in the Appendix, Jfo. I. 
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three sides by volcanic mountainsj and on 
the fourth by sheets of lava, would at the 
first glance indicate the site of an extensive 
crater, whose cone having fallen into a sub- 
terranean abyss, had given rise to the sin- 
gular appearance witnessed. But it is a 
far more probable hypothesis that the Bahr 
Assal, now a dead sea, formed at some very 
remote period a continuation of tlie Gulf of 
Tajilra, and was separated from Goobut el 
Kharab by a stream of lava six miles in 
breadth, subsequently upheaved by subter- 
ranean action, and now forming a barrier, 
which from its point of greatest elevation, 
where the traces of many craters still ex- 
ist, gradually slopes eastward toward the 
deep waters of the bay, and westward into 
the basin of the Salt Lake. While no 
soundings are found in the estdary of Ta- 
jilra, Goobut el Kharab gives one hundred 
knd fifteen fathoms, or six hundred and 
ninety feet; and premising the depression 
of the lake to have been formerly corres- 
pondent therewith, one hundred and twenty 
feet may be assumed as its present depth. 
To this it has been reduced by the great 
annual evaporation that must take place — 
an evaporation decreasing every year as the 
salt solution becomes more intensely con- 
centrated, and evinced by the saline incrus- 
tation on the surface no- less than by a 
horizontal efflorescence, in strata, at a con- 
siderable height on the face of the circum- 
jacent rocks. , 

In the lapse of years, should the present 
order of things continue undisturbed from 
below, the water will probably disappear 
altogether, leaving a field of rock salt, 
which, when covered in by the debris wash- 
ed down from the adjacent mountains, will 
form an extensive depot for the supply of 
Danakil generations yet unborn ; and the 
shocks of earthquakes being still occasion- 
ally felt ill the neighborhood, it seems not 
improbable — ^to carry the speculation still 
further — ^that Goobut el Kharab, divided 
only by a narrow channel from the Bay of 
Tajura, will, under subterranean influence, 
be, in due process of time, converted into 
a salt lake, in no material respect dissimi- 
lar from the Bahr Assal — another worthy 
type of the Valley of the Shadow of Death. 



CHAPTER XV. 

BISMAL NTGHT-MAKCH. ALONCr THE INHOS- 
PITABLE SHOKES OF THE GKEAT SALT 
LAKE. 

Scarcely had the moon dipped her first 
dickering beam into the unruffled surface 


of the oval lake, and lighted the bluff cliffs 
for some hours previously shrouded in 
obscurity, than a loud war-cry from the 
adjacent heights echoed the assembly to 
arms, and the shrill blast of the Adaiel 
conch summoned all to the rescue. Aban- 
doning his occupation, each stalwart war- 
rior seized his spear and buckler, which 
had been laid aside while he aided in the 
task of reloading the camels f6r the ap- 
proaching night-march, and with respond- 
ent yells rushed fiercely toward the spot 
whence the alarm proceeded. The Eu- 
ropeans, springing from their broken slum- 
bers on the parched sands, stood to their 
arms. A long interval of silence and sus- 
pense succeeded, which was at last re- 
lieved by the return of Mohammad Ali, 
one of whose beasts had unfortunately 
slidden over a steep precipice, when the 
water-skins, bursting incontinently, had 
scattered <the filthy but precious contents 
over the thirsty soil — an irreparable catas- 
trophe which had occasioned the call for 
assistance, believed by all to indicate a 
hostile gathering of the wild Bedouin clans. 

Of two roads which lead to Goon- 
goonteh from the shores of the dreary 
Bahr Assal, one skirts the margin of the 
Jake, by a route utterly destitute of fresh 
water; while the other, although some- 
what more circuitous, conducts over high 
lava banks stretching some distance inland 
to Haliksitan, and past the small well of 
Hanlefanta, where the drained pitcher of 
the fainting wayfarer may be refilled. On 
finally quitting the bivouac under the scrag- 
gy boughs of tlie dwarf acacia, where the 
tedious and most trying day had been en- 
dured — ^which each of the haif-stifled party 
did with an inward prayer that it might 
never fall to his lot to seek their treache- 
rous shelter more — a fierce dispute arose 
among the leaders of the caravan as to 
which path should be adopted. “ What 
matters it,” urged the intolerant Moham- 
madan from Shoa, who had accidentally 
been found starving at Ambabo, and been 
since daily fed by the embassy — “what 
matters it if all these Christian dogs should 
happen to expire of thirst? Lead the 
Kafirs by the. lower road, or, Allahu akhar, 
God is most powerful, if the waters of the 
well prove low, what is to become of the 
mules of the Faithful ?” 

But the breast of the son of Ali AM 
fortunately warmed to a more humane and 
charitable feeling than the 'stony heart of the 
“ red man.” With his hand upon the hilt 
of his creese, he swore upon the sacred 
Korin to take the upper path, and stoutly 
led the way, in defiance of all, after Izhak 
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and the ruthless bigots in his train had ac- 
tually entered upon a route, which the 
event proved must have involved the de- 
struction of all less inured than the savage 
to the hardships of the waste wilderness. 

»T was midnight when the thirsty party 
commenced the steep ascent of the ridge 
of volcanic hills which frown above the 
south-eastern boundary of the fiery lake. 
The searching northeast wind had scarce- 
ly diminished in its parching fierceness, 
and in hot suffocating gusts swept fitfully 
over the broad glittering expanse of water 
and salt whereon the moon shone brightly 
—each deadly puff succeeded by the still- 
ness that foretells a tropical hurricane— 
an absolute absence even of the smallest 
ruffling of the close atmosphere. Around, 
the prospect was wild, gloomy, and un- 
earthly, beetling basaltic cones and jagged 
slabs of shattered larva — ^the children of 
some mighty trouble — forming scenery the 
most shadowy and extravagant. A chaos 
of ruined churches and cathedrals, eedgahst 
towers, monuments, and minarets, like the 
ruins of a demolished world, appeared to 
have been confusedly tossed together by 
the same volcanic throes, that, when the 
earth was in labor, had produced the phe- 
nomenon below ; and they shot their di- 
lapidated spires into the molten vault of 
heaven, in a fantastic medley, which, under 
so uncertain a light, bewildered and per- 
plexed the heated brain. The path, wind- 
ing along the crest of the ridge, over 
sheets of broken lava, was rarely of more 
than sufficient width to admit of progress 
in single file ; and the livelong hours, each 
seeming itself a century, were spent in 
scrambling up the face of steep rugged 
precipices, where the moon gleamed upon 
the bleaching skeleton of some camel that 
had proved unequal to the task — ^thence 
again to descend at the imminent peril of 
life and. limb, into yawning chasms and 
dark abysses, the forbidding vestiges of 
bygone volcanic agency. 

The horrors of that dismal night set the 
efforts of description at defiance. An un- 
limited supply of water in prospect, at the 
distance of only sixteen miles, had for the 
brief moment buoyed up the drooping spi- 
rit, which tenantecl each way-worn frame ; 
and when some exhausted mule was un- 
able to totter further, his rider contrived 
manfully to breast tlie steep hill on foot. 
But owing to the long fasting and priva- 
tion endured by all, the limbs of the weak- 
er soon refused the task, and afterihe first 
two miles, they dropped fast in the rear. 

Fanned by the fiery blast of fibe mid- 
pi^t sirocco, the ciy for water, uttered 


feebly and with difficulty by numbers of 
parched throats, now became incessant ; 
and the supply of that precious element 
brought for the whole party, falling short 
of one gallon and a half, it was not long 
to be answered. A tiny sip of diluted 
vinegar for a moment assuaging the burn- 
ingthirst which raged in the vitals, and 
consumed some of the more down-hearted, 
again raised their drooping souls ; but its 
effects were transient, and after st ruggling 
a few steps, overwhelmed, they sunk again, 
with husky voice declaring their days to 
be numbered, and their resolution to rise 
up no more. Dogs incontinently expired 
upon the road; horses and mules that 
once lay down, being unable Irom ex- 
haustion to rally, were reluctantly aban- 
doned to their fixte ; while the lion-heai1;ed 
soldier, who had braved death at the can- 
non’s mouth, subdued and unmanned by 
thirst, finally abandoning his resolution, 
lay gasping by the wayside, and heedless 
of the exhortation of his officers, hailed 
approaching dissolution with delight, as 
bringing the termination of tortures which 
were not to be endured. 

While many of the escort and follow- 
ers were thus unavoidably left stretched 
with open mouths along the road, in a slate 
of utter insensibility, and apparently yield- 
ing up the ghost, others, pressing on to 
priye at water, became bewildered in the 
intricate mazes of the wide wilderness, 
and recovered it with the utmost dflBbul- 
ty. As another day dawned, and the 
round red sun again rose in wrath over 
the Lake of Salt, toward the hateful 
shores of which the tortuous path was 
fast tending, the courage of all who had 
hitherto borne up against fatigue and anx- 
iety began to flag, A dimness came be- 
fore the drowsy eyes, giddiness seized the 
brain, and the prospect ever held out by 
the guides, of quenching thirst immediate- 
ly in advance, seeming like the tantalizing 
delusions of a dream, had well nigh lost 
its magical effect; when, as the spirits of 
the most sanguine fainted within them, a 
wild Bedouin was perceived, like a deliver- 
ing angel from above, hurrying forward 
with a large skin filled with muddy water. 
This most well-timed supply, obtained by 
Mohammad AH from the small pool at 
Hanlefanta, of which, with the promised 
guard of his own tribe, by whom he had 
been met, he had taken forcible possession 
in defiance of the impotent threats of the 
ruthless “ red man,” was sent to the rear. 
It admitted of a sufficient quantity being 
poured over the face and down the parch- 
ed throat, to revive every prostrate and 
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perishing suiferer; and at a late hour, 
ghastly, haggard, and exhausted, like men 
who had escaped from the jaws of death, 
the whole had contrived to straggle into a 
camp, which, but for the foresight and 
firmness of the son of Ali Abi, few indi- 
viduals indeed of the whole party would 
have reached alive. 

A low range of limestone hillocks, in- 
terspersed with strange masses of coral, 
and marked by a pillar like that' of Lot, 
incloses the well of Hanlefanta, where 
each mule obtained a shield full of water. 
Prom the glittering shores of the broad 
lake, the road crosses the saline incrusta- 
tion, which extends about two miles to the 
opposite brink.. Boiled and mossy near 
the margin, the dull crystallized salt ap* 
pears to rest upon an earthy bottom ; but 
it soon becomes lustrous and of a purer 
color, and floating on the surface of the 
dense water, like a rough coarse sheet of 
ice, irregularly cracked, is crusted with a 
white yielding efflorescence, resembling 
snow which has been thawed and refrozen, 
but still, as here, with a crisp sound, re- 
ceives the impress of the foot. A well 
trodden path extends through the prismat- 
ic colors of the rainbow, by the longitudi- 
nal axis of the ellipse, to the northeastern 
extremity of the gigantic bowl, whence 
the purest salt is obtainable in the vicinity 
of several cold springs, said to cast up 
large pebbles on their jet, through the ethe- 
real blue water. 

At some distance from the beach was a 
caravan of Bedouin salt-diggers, busily 
loading their camels for the markets of 
Aussa and Abyssinia, where it forms an 
article of extensive traffic and barter. Two 
other basins of a similar stamp, but inferi- 
or extent, which exist at ho great distance 
to the northward, are styled “ Ullool’’ and 

Dus.’' The first of these producing salt 
of most exquisite lustre, is preferred by 
the Mudaito tribes, from whose capital 
Aussa, it is not more remote than Doha, 
as they term the Balir Assal, the right to 
frequent which is asserted as an exclusive 
privilege by the' Danakil, who for centu- 
ries have actually held the monopoly un- 
disputed. Transferred in balk in long 
narrow mat bags, wrought of the date- 
leaf, it is exchanged for slaves and grain, 
and not only forms, as in other climes, one 
of the chief necessaries of life, but pos- 
sesses a specific value for the rock salt 
of the north, which, cut into rectangular 
blocks, passes as a circulating medium. 

A second low belt of hills, gypsum and 
anhydrite, succeeded by limestone over- 
etrewed with basaltic boulders, forms the 


western bank of the molten sea, and 
opens into a mountain ravine. Taking its 
source at Allooli, the highest point of the 
Golio range, this torrent strives to disem- 
bogue into the extremity of the lake, al- 
though its waters seldom arrive so far, 
save during the rainy season. The high 
basaltic cliifs that hem in the pebbly chan- 
nel, approximating in the upper course as 
they increase rapidly in altitude, form a 
narrow waist, where the first running 
stream that had greeted the eye of the 
pilgrims since leaving the shores of Asia, 
trickled onward, leaving bright limpid 
pools, surrounded by brilliant sward. 

Bowers, for ever green, enlivened by the 
melodious warbling of the feathered crea- 
tion, and the serene and temperate air of 
the verdant meadows of Elysium, were 
absent from this blessed spot, but it was 
entered with feelings allied for the mo- 
ment to escape from the horrors of purga- 
gatory to the gates of paradise ; and un- 
der the shade cast by the overhanging 
cliflTs, which still warded off the ardent 
rays of the ascending sun, it was with 
thankful hearts that the exhausted party, 
after the terrors of such a night, turned 
their backs upon the deadly waters of the 
stagnant lake, to quaff at the delicious 
rivulet of Goongoonteh an unlimited quan- 
tity of cool though brackish fluid. 

Here terminated the dreaiy passage of 
the dire Tehama — an iron-bound waste, 
which, at this inauspicious season of the 
year, opposes difficulties almost overwhelm- 
ing iii the path of the traveller. Setting 
aside the total absence of water and fomge 
througbout a burning tract of fifty miles—* 
its manifold intricate mountain passes, 
barely wide enough to admit the transit 
of a loaded camel, the bitter animosity of 
the wild bloodthirsty tribes by which they 
are infested, and the uniform badness of 
the road, if road it may be termed, every, 
where beset with the huge jagged blocks 
of lava, and intersected by perilous acclivi- 
I ties and descents — it is no exaggeration to 
state, that the stifling sirocco which sweeps 
across the unwholesome salt flat during 
the hotter months of the year, could not 
fail, within eight and forty hours, to destroy 
the hardiest European adventurer. Some 
idea of the temperature of this terrible re- 
gion, may be derived from the fact of fifty- 
pounds of well-packed spermaceti candles 
having, during the short journey from Ta- 
jura, been so completely melted out of the 
box as to be reduced to a mere bundle of 
wicks. Even the Danakil, who from early 
boyhood have been accustomed to traverse 
the burning lava of the Tehama, never 
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speak of 'it but in conjunction with the 
devouring element, of whose.propeirties it 
partakes so liberally, and when alluding 
to the Lake of Salt, invariably designate 
it “Fire.” 


CHAPTER XVL 

AFFLICTING CATASTKOPHE AT GOONGOONTEH. 

Goongoonteh, a deep, ^ gloomy, zig- 
zagged fissure, of very straitened dimen- 
sions, is hemmed in by craggy lava and 
basaltic walls, intersected by dikes of por- 
phyry, aiigitic greenstone and pistacite, 
with decomposed sulpliate of iron, all com- 
bining to impart a strangely variegated ap- 
pearance. Scattered and inclined in vari- 
ous directions, although towering almost 
perpendicularly, they terminate abruptly 
in a rude pile of rocks and hills, through a 
narrow aperture in which, the path to the 
next halting-ground at AHooli, where the 
torrent takes its source, .strikes, off at an 
angle of 90®. 

Huge prostrate blocks of porphyry and 
basalt, which have been launched Irom the 
impending scarps, and now reduce' the 
channel to this narrow passage, are in 
places so heaped and jammed together by 
some mighty agency, as to form spacious 
and commodious caverns. In the rainy 
season especially, these doubtless prove 
of wonderiul convenience to the vvayfarer ; 
and no tent arriving until late the following 
day, the reassembled party were fain to 
have recourse to them for shelter against 
the fierce hot blast from the Salt, Lake, 
which, unremitting in its dire persecutions, 
now blew directly up the ravine. But the 
rocks soon became too hot to be touched 
with impunity ; and the oblique rays of the 
sun, after he had passed the meridian, dart- 
ing through every aperture, the caves were 
shortly converted into positive ovens, in 
which the heat, if possible, was even more 
intolerable than ever. Unlike former sta- 
tions, however, there was, in this close 
unventilated chasm, a luxurious supply of 
water to be obtained from the living rill 
which murmured past the entrance j and, 
although raised to the temperature of a 
thermal spring by the direct influence of 
the solar rays, and withal somewhat 
brackish to the taste, it was far from being 
pronounced unpalatable. 

Notwithstanding that the neighborhood 
afforded neither the smallest particle of 
forage nor of fuel, it became necessary, in 
consequence of the non-arrival of one half 
of the camels, no less than from the ex- 


haustion of many of the party, to halt a 
day in the hot, unhealthy gully ; and this 
afibrded to the treacherous creese of the 
lurking Bedouin an opportunity of accom- 
plishing that which had only been threat- 
ened by drought and famine. The guides 
objecting strongly to the occupation of the 
caves after nightfall, on account of the 
many marauding parties of Eesah and 
Mudaito, by whom tlie wady is infested, 
every one, as a measure of precaution, 
slept in the open air among the baggage, 
half a mile lower down the ravine, where 
the caravan had halted. The dry, sandy 
bed of the stream was here narrow, and 
the cliffs, broken, for a short distance on 
eitlier side, into hillocks of large, distinct 
boulders, again resumed their consistency 
after an interval of one hundred yards, and 
inclosed the camp in a deep gloom. 

The straitened figure of the bivouac 
rendered it impossible to make arrange- 
ments with much regularity in view to 
defence. The horses were picketted in 
the centre of the ravine. The European 
escort occupied a position betwixt them 
and the northern side, and t he scanty beds 
of tlie ofiicers of the party were spread 
close to the southern bank. A strong 
picket of the Danakii was placed a little 
distance in advance; and, in addition to 
the numerous other native guards in vari- 
ous quarters, the usual precaution was 
observed of mounting a European sentry, 
whose beat extended the length of the front 
of the encampment. Old Izinlk ^ept ch^se 
to the beds of the embassy, a! id, evidently 
in a state of great trepidation, solaced him- 
self until a late hour by recounting bh;Oiiy 
tales of murder and assassination, perpe- 
trated, within his knowledge, by the m»)un- 
tain Buddoos haunting the ravine of Gocn- 
goonteh, which, being the high road to the 
Salt Lake, forms the resort of numerous 
evil-disposed ruffians, who are ever on the 
prowl to cut throats, and to do mischief. 

The first night, although awfully oppre.s- 
sive from the heat exhaled from t'he baked 
ground, and the absence of even the small- 
est zephyr, passed quietly enough ; and 
after another grilling day, which seemed 
to have no termination, spent within the 
caverns, the same nocturnal arrangement 
as before was observed with undiminished 
precaution. An hour before midnight, a 
sudden and violent sirocco scoured the 
wady; the shower of dust and pebbles 
raised by its hot blast, being followed by a 
few heavy drops of rain, still as the sleep 
Cf death. The moon rose shortly after- 
ward ; and about two o’clock a wild Irish 
yell, which startled the whole party from 
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their fitful slumbers, was followed by a 
rush of men, and a clatter of hoofs toward 
the beds of the embassy. Every man 
sprang instinctively on his feet, seized a 
gun, of which two or three lay loaded be- 
side each, and, standing on his pillow with 
weapon cocked, prepared for the reception 
of the unseen assailants. Fortunate was 
it that no luckless savage, whether friend 
or foe, followed in the disorderly retreat, 
or consequences the most appalling must 
inevitably have ensued ; but the white legs 
of half-naked and unarmed artiller^'men 
having passed at speed, were followed only 
by a crush of horses and mules that had 
burst from their pickets. So complete 
was the panic caused by a sudden start 
from deep sleep to witness the realization 
of the murderous tales of midnight assas- 
sination which had been poured into their 
ears, that the flying soldiery, who in the 
battle-field had seen comrades fall thick 
around them, and, witnessed death in a 
thousand terrific forms, were rallied with 
difficulty. But a panic is of short dura- 
tion, if officers perform their duty; and the 
word “Halt!” acted like magic upon the 
bewildered senses of the survivors, who, 
falling in, formed line behind the rifies. 

Hurrying to the spot which they had 
occupied, a melancholy and distressing 
sight” presented itself. A sergeant and a 
corporal lay weltering in the blood with 
which their scanty beds were deeply 
stained, and both were in the last agonies 
of death. One had been struck with a 
creese in the carotid artery immediately 
below the ear, and the other stabbed 
through the heart ; while, speechless be- 
side &ir mangled bodies, was stretched a- 
Portuguese follower, with a frightful gash 
across the abdomen, whence the intestines 
were protruding. Aroused in all proba- 
bility during this act of cold-blooded mur- 
der, and attempting to give the alarm, he 
liad received a fatal slash as the dastards 
retreated ; but almost instantaneous death 
had followed each previous blow of the 
creese, which, while the back of the sen- 
tinel was turned, had been dealt with mor- 
tal and unerring precision. 

Two human figures being perceived at 
the moment the alarm was first raised, 
crossing the lower gorge of the ravine, 
and absconding toward the hills which 
bounded tlie further extremity of the 
camp, were promptly pursued by Moham- 
mad Ali and his band of followers, who 
had seized spear and shield with the ut- 
most alacrity; but although the moon 
shone bright, and the stars twinkled in the 
firmament, the broken and stony nature 
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of the ground, facilitated the escape of the 
miscreants under the deep shadow cast by 
the overhanging mountilins, where objects 
could not be distinguished. 

This afflicting catastrophe gave birth, in 
the breast of ail, to a by no means unnat- 
ural feeling of distrust toward the escort 
engaged on the sea-eoast, not only as to 
their ability, but also as to their intention 
to affiird prdtection. The European party 
had lain down in full and entire confidence, 
only to be aroused by the perpetration of 
this most diabolical and fiendish deed ; and 
although those who had been so fortunate 
as to escape, might, now that they had be- 
come aware of the existing peril, defend 
their own lives, yet such an alternative, 
involving the abandonment of all the gov- 
ernment property in charge, was far from 
being enviable. Upon after investigation, 
however, it appeared probable, as well 
from the evil character borne by the 
gloomy ravine, as from the numberless 
murders known to be annually committed 
under similar circumstances of wanton 
atrocity, among tim native kafilahs en route, 
that a party of the Eesah Somauli, in- 
habitants of the opposite coast of Goobut 
el Kharab, but who, to gratify an insatiate 
thirst for human blood, are in the habit of 
making frequent incursions into the coun- 
tray of the .Danakii, had seized the oppor- 
tunity afforded by the absence of the 
sentry, a^ the farther extremity of his 
beat, to steal unperceived down the inum- 
brated bank of the hollow, and perpetrate 
the dastardly and cold-blooded outrage. ' 

No attempt to plunder appeared as an 
excuse for the satanic crime, and the 
only object doubtless was the acquisition 
of that barbarous estimation and distinction 
which is only to be arrived at through 
deeds of assassination and blood. For 
every victim, sleeping or waking, that falls 
under the murderous knife of one of these 
: fiends in human form, he is entitled to dis- 
play a white ostrich plume in the woolly 
hair, to wear on the arm an additional 
bracelet of copper, and to adorn the hilt of 
his reeking creese with yet another stud 
of silver or pewter — his reputation for 
prowess and for bravery rising among his 
clansmen in proportion to the atrocity of 
the attendant circumstances. At per- 
petual strife with the Danakii, although 
the chiefs of the tribes are on outward 
terms of friendship, and even of alliance, 
no opportunity is lost of retaliating upon 
the mountain Bedouin — every fresh hos- 
tility creating a new blood feud, and each 
life, taken on either side, being revenged 
two-fold, ad ininUu'nu 
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Ere the day dawned, the mangled bodies 
of the dead, now stiff and stark, were con- 
signed by their soiTowing comrades to rude 
but compact receptacles of boulder stones 
— untimely tombs constructed by the na- 
tive escort, who had voluntarily addressed 
themselves to the task. And a short 
rayer, suited to the melancholy occasion, 
avingbeen repeated as the -mortal remains 
of each gallant fellow, enveloped in a 
blood-stained winding-^heet, were lowered 
to their wild resting-place, three volleys 
of musketry, paying the soldier’s last tri- 
bute, rang among the dark recesses of the 
ravine, when the hurried obsequies were 
concluded by scaling the entrance to the 
cemeteries, in which, however, it is not 
probable that the dastardly sons of Satan 
—.still doubtless watching with savage 
isatisfaction from some inaccessible cranny 
—■long suffered their victims to sleep*^ 

In the grave-like calm of the night, 
under the pale light of the wan rnoon, 
which only partially illumined the funereal 
crags that hemmed in the dreary chasm, 
and rose in gloomy sadness over the vaults 
of the departed, the scene was mournful 
and impressive. Mohan »mad Ali, Izhak, 
and Hajji Kasim, with all their retainers, 
appeared deeply touched by the fatal oc- 
currences that had so thinned the ranks of 
a party for whose lives they had made 
themselves responsible ; but they referred 
the event to'fate, and to the Almighty fiat, 
adding that, although they were unable to 
restore the dead to life, or undo that which 
by the will of Heaven had been done, their 
own eyes, should never close in sleep so 
long as danger was to be apprehended 
from the dreaded Eesah, whose only honor 
and wealth consists in the number of foul 
butcheries with which their consciences 
are stained, and whom even savages con- 
cur in representing as sanguinary and 
ferocious monsters, “ fearing neither God 
nor devil” 


CHAPTER XVIL 

THE STRICKEN FOLLOWER DIES. CAIRNS 
' OF THE MURDERED. ALLOOLI AND BEDI 
KURROOF. 

It had been intended to march at break 
of day to Allooli, the source of Wady Goon- 
goonteh; but the absence of several of the 
camels, which had gone astray during the 
nocturnal confusion, caused delay in this 
den of iniquity until ten o^clock. The 
altered deportment of the chiefs meanwhile 
tended materially to banish from the mind 


suspicion of treachery. Heretofore, with 
the single exception of Mohammad Ali, all 
had been cold, unfriendly, or Insulting; 
but from the moment of the late c&ta.stro- 
phe, their manner was visibly changed, and 
the anxiety evinced for the sal’ety of the 
survivors under their charge was unre- 
mitting.' They formed a circle round the 
party whensoever seated, and not a single 
white face was for a moment suffered to 
wander beyond their sight unattended b;y a 
clump of spears. 

The wound of the unfortunate Portu- 
guese had been pronounced mortal, and 
his dissolution was hourly expected ; hot 
life still glimmering in the socket, he 
lingered on with fearful groans, althougfj. 
speechless, and too nearly insensible to be 
aware of what had passed. Placed upon a. 
litter, arranged as comfortably as circum- 
stances would permit, the attempt was 
made to convey him to the next ground, 
but the rough motion of the camel doubt- 
less hastened the termination of Iiis sufibr- 
ings ; and the wretched man breathing liis 
last ere he had journeyed many miles Irom 
; the scene of his misfortunes, was interred 
under a date- tree by the road-side, in a 
grave ready prepared for his reception. 

The last rains having washed away an 
artificial bank of stones, winch had for- 
merly facilitated the ascent of the ditlrcult 
and dangerous passage leading from Goon- ' 
goonteh into the Wady Kclloo— as the up- 
per course is denominated — a delay of two 
hours was at first starting experienced iu 
the bed of the torrent, during which all 
were on the alert. Two huge pointed 
rocks, abutting on opposite angles of the 
acute zig-zag, reduced it to a traversed 
waist, so narrow, that room for the load to 
pass was only afforded, when the long-leg- 
ged dromedary swung its unwieldly car- 
cass alternately from side to side~the 
steepness of the acclivity, rendering it 
very frequently necessary to perform this 
■inconvenient evolution upon the knees. 
Many became jammed, and w’ero unladen 
before they could regain an erect positiem ; 
while others were, with infinite difficulty^ 
by the united efforts of a dozen drivers, 
who manned the legs and tail, saved from 
being launched with their burthens over 
the steep side of the descent, which con- 
sisted of a treacherous pile of loose rub- 
bish. 

To the surprise of every spectator, the 
train passed through the defile without any 
material accident; and thence proceeded 
to pick their steps among the rocks, pools, 
and fissures, which abound in every moun- 
tain torrent, whose course is short and pre- 
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cipitous. Flanked by perpendicular sheets 
of basalt and porphyry, of unwholesome 
sulphury appearance, beneath which many 
deep pools of cool water had collected, the 
tortuous road was at intervals enlivened 
by clumps of the doom palm, environed by 
patches of refreshing -green turf — sights 
from which the eye had long been estrang- 
ed. Nine miles of gradual ascent, brought 
the caravan safely to the encamping ground 
at the head of the stream— a swamp, sur- 
rounded by waving palms and verdant 
rushes, occupying high table-land, and af- 
fording abundance of green forage to the 
famished cattle. Most fortunately the sky 
had proved cloudy, or the march, performed 
during the hottest hours of the day, would 
indeed have been terrific. 

Hence to Sagalio, the dismal country is 
in the exclusive occupation of a w’andering 
race of the Danakil, who, notwithstanding 
that the Sultan of Tajura claims the sove- 
reignty of tlie entire waste, only acknow- 
ledge his impotent authority, during tiieir 
occasional sojourn among the huts of that 
sea-port. The guides asserted, with many 
imprecations, that from time immemorial, 
few kafilahs had ever halted at Allooli, 
without losing one or more of its mem- 
bers by the i^drusi creeses, or by those of 
the Eesah ; and on the bank opposite to the 
shady clump of doom palms, under whose 
canopy the residue of the day was passed, i 
numerous cairns, consisting of circular 
phes of stone, similar to those left at Goon- 
goonteh to commemorate the outrage of the 
preceding night, stood memorials of the 
dark deeds that had been perpetrated. 

During about three years, the road from 
Abyssinia to the sea-coast, was completely 
closed by hordes of these ruffian outcasts, 
who continued their murderous depreda- 
tions on every passer-by, until Loheita, the 
akil of the Debeni, a young, daring, and 
warlike chieftain, succeeding to the rule 
on the demise of his hither, routed the 
banditti after a severe struggle, and re- 
opened the route. The Wady-Kelloo is, 
however, still permanently infested by par- 
ties of wild Bedouins, who skulk about the 
rocky passes : lie in wait for stragglers 
from the caravan : assassinate all who fall 
into their ruthless clutches: and, when 
time permits, further gratify their savage 
propensities, by mangling and mutilating 
the corse. 

“ See how the cowardly scoundrels 
marked me,” exclaimed the fiery old war- 
rior Ibrahim Shehem Abli, drawing aside 
his checked kilt, and displaying sundry 
frightful seams, which had doubtless been 
the work of a sharp knife. Behold these 


tokens of Eesali steel upon my thigh ; I 
received them in this wild wady ; but, by 
Allah, I had a life for every one of them. 
We have a blood feud now; and it be- 
hoves all who are not weary of the world,, 
to look well to their own throats.” 

Lurking bandits excepted, who prowl 
about like the midnight wolf, the Ada'iel 
tribes, although sufficiently barbarous and 
quarrelsome by nature, are fortunately in 
a great measure restrained from deeds of 
ferocity, by the certain consequences of 
spilling blood. None are anxious to in- 
volve their family or tribe in a mortal feud, 
nor would any warrior, incurring the al- 
most inevitable consequences of a twofold 
retribution, find support from his clansmen, 
unless sufficient cause could be shown ; 
and thus, even in the most lawless states 
of society, are checks imposed by absolute 
necessity, which prove almost as powerful 
as the more civilized legal restraint, upon 
the human passions. 

Although Allooli was represented to be 
even more perilous than Goongoonteh, it 
possessed, in point of locality, immense 
superiority ; and 'every advantage that 
could be devised, was taken of its capabil- 
ities for defence. The baggage formed in 
a compact pircle on an open, naked plain, 
was surrounded by a line of camels, and 
the mules and horses were placed in the 
centre next to the beds of the party. 
GuardiS and sentinels patrolled under an 
officer of the watch; and at the solicitation 
of the ras el kafilah, who was exceedingly 
anxious to avoid the inconvenient conse- 
quences of a blood feud, a musket was dis- 
charged every hour at the relief of sentries, 
in order to intimate to the evil-minded that 
all within the breastwork were not asleep. 

Notwithstanding the presence, in the 
immediate neighborhood, for several days 
previously, of a large band of Eesah, the 
hot night passed without any alarm. The 
non-arrival, until long after daybreak, of 
the camels lost at Goongoonteh, added to 
the length of the next march, obliging the 
abandonment of the intention entertained, 
to speed beyond the pale of this site of 
assassination, the party halted on the JOth. 
Allooli stands two hundred and- twenty- 
eight feet above the sea, and although in- 
I tensely hot, and its waters saline, it proved 
a paradise when compared with every pre- 
ceding statioEi Here animal life was once 
more abundant. A horde of pastoral sava- 
ges, who from time to time appeared on 
the adjacent heights, were made acquaint- 
ed with the effect of rifie bullets, by the 
slaughter from the tent door of sundry 
gazeis that visited the swamp; and the 
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venison, afforded a most seasonable acces- 
” the empty larder, which was furAer 
replenished dm the trees ^ea^ whose 

fan4ike leaves gave shelter to a beautitul 
variety of the wood pigeon, ^ ^ ^ 

Shortly after midnight the march was 
resumed by the moon’s light over a suc- 
cession of small barren terraces, confined 
by conical and rounded hills, the lone 
valley of Henriddee Dowdr, which opens 
into the wide level plain of Gurguddee, 
there stood by the wayside a vast pd® 
loose stones, half concealed among the tall 
iaundice-looking .flowers of the senna plant 
Toward this spot ensued a general race on 
the part of escort and camel-dnvers, who 
each added a pebble while repeating the 
Arabic auguration, Nwuzu billdhi mind 
Shaylani r rajim.^^ — ^Let us flee for refuge 
to God from Satan the stoned.”; A tragic 
legend V7as attached to the cairn, which, 
from the dimensions attained, must have 
dated from a remote epoch. A hoary old 
man,* accused in days long gone of inces- 
tuous intercourse with his own daug'hter, 
was arraigned before a tribunal of his as- 
sembled tribe, and, being fully convicted, 
was on this spot stoned to death, together 
with his fair partner in guilt Throughout 
Syria and Palestine it is to this day the 
practice of all who pass the mounds r^sed 
over those who die in crime, and whose 
memory it is intended to dishonor, thus to 
eontribute a stone, as well with a view to 
perpetuate the monument, as tO‘ shield 
themselves from evil by manifesting the 
detestation entertained of the infamy com- 
memorated. 

Gurguddee, eight miles in length, and 
stretching on either hand to the far hori- 


zon, is bounded by steep mountain ranges, 
whence an alluvial deposit washed down 
by the rains, presented over the whole of 
the level plain a surface of cracked and 

hardened mud, like that of a recently-dried 

morass. From the southern side, where 
tlie clayey tract is thickly clothed with 
stunted tamarisk and spanium, a road 
strikes up the valley in a north-westerly 
direction to the Mudaito town of Aussa, 
distant some three days’ journey for a car- 
avan. As the day dawned, the steeple 
necks of a troop of ostriches were perceiv- 
ed nodding in the landscape, as the gigan- 
tic birds kicked the dust behind their heavy 
heels ; and a herd of graceful gazels were 
.seen scouring toward a belt of stony hil- 
' locks which skirted the dry pebbly bed of 
a river, that expends its waters on the sun- 
dried plain. Ascending this stream, in 
which were a few stagnant pools of bitter 
unpalatable water, a human figure was de- 


tected skulking behind some thick green 
tamarisks by which they were overshad- 
owed. But on being perseveringly hunt- 
ed down by Mohammad All and his wild 
myrmidons, the prisoner proved to be 'U 
Debeni in quest of truant camels— ms 
attempt at concealment having, according 
to his own account, arisen from the ap- 
pearance of so many mounted cavaliers, 
whom he had mistaken for a foraging party 
of the Eesah, and was naturally desirous 
of eluding; 

The caravan halted early at Bodi Kur- 
roof, after a march of sixteen miles, nnd 
the camp was formed on a stony mninence 
of basalt and lava, affording neither tree 
nor shade. A day of fierce heat succeeded. 
There was no forage for the cattle 5 the 
water was of the most brackish descrip- 
tion *, and the spot being of ohi infested by 
Bedouins, the party passed a restless and 
watchful night. 

, A legend of blood, too, was attached to 
this wild bivouac, as to most others 011 tlie 
road, and thus it was related. One of the 
young men of a Danakil caravan returning 
from Abyssinia, fatigued by the hot Jour- 
ney, lay down to rest his weary limbs be- 
neath the shadow of a rock, near which 
the tent of the embassy now stood. It was 
yet broad daylight, but a band of lurking 
Eesah presently pounced upon the way- 
farer, like the eagle on its prey, and, ere 
he could resume his weapons, had stabbed 
him to the heart. The dying groans of 
the murdered man being heard by his com- 
rades, a number of warriors started in hut 
pursuit of the flying assassirrs, find alter a 
severe chase, succeeded in capturing the 
whole gang. Two were immediately spear- 
ed to death upon the principle of two drops 
of blood for one ; and the remaining mis- 
creants, four in number, having been strip- 
ped of their clothes and arms, were kicked 
tbrih out of the place. 

“ The Eesah of these hills,” continued 
the narrator of this tale, as, by the light 
of the blazing watch-fire, he lashioneci a 
rude wooden bolster for the preservation 
of his greasy peruke during approaching 
slumbers, are perfect Sliaytans, Outcasts 
from their tribe, bands of ten or more here 
wander up and down like wild beasts, cut- 
ting the throats of all they meet, whether 
^ infidels or true beiievers-“Bot for the sake 
of gain or plunder, but purely to gratify an 
innate propensity to murder. The mon- 
sters train for these blood forays upon raw 
flesh and marrow, and, well anointed with 
sheep’s-tail fat, can travel da,y and night, 
during the hottest season, without suffering 
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from fatigue. Allahu akhar ! but they are 
deviJs incarnate 

^‘Who has seen the Eesah, who has 
heard the Eesah wildly challenged Mo- 
hammad ibn Izhak, starting upon nis feet, 
and clashing his now finished bolster 
against his buckler, as he concluded this 
harangue. “ Who has seen the Eesah, 
who has heard the Eesah VI, shouted a doz- 
en voices in various quarters of the extend- 
ed camp. “ Uncover your shields, uncov- 
er your shields ! Count well their spears, 
that not a man of them escape I” 

“ We have not seen them, we have not 
heard them,” responded the patroles on 
duty. ** No Eesah are, here. Sleep on in 
peace i” 


CHAPTER XVIII, 

TERRITORIES OF THE DANARIL DEBERI. 

SUGGADERA, HURRAH, DUDDEE, AKB GO- 

BAAD. 

Some hours before dawn on the 12th, 
the katilah was again loaded and in motion 
across a lo w belt of stony eminences which 
gradually descend to the K6ri Wady, a 
long water-course, varying in width irom* 
two to four hundred yards. Threading the 
moist channel of this stream, where the 
foot often absolutely left an impression on 
the sand', and passing the watering pool of 
Leile, the road ascended a deep valley to 
the halting ground at Suggadera, in the 
country of the Danakil Debeni, The en- 
tire borders were flanked by dwarf palms 
and drooping tamarisk, bounded by low 
hills with cliffs of conglomerate ancf sand^ 
stone, which disclosed dikes of porphyry 
at an acute angle. Flocks of goats, dili- 
gently browsing on the fat pods which fall 
at this season from the acacia, were tended 
by ancient Bedouin crones in greasy leath- 
ern peticoats, who plaited mats of the split 
date-leaf ; while groups of men, women, 
and children, lining the eminences at every 
turn, watched the progress of the stranger 
party 

A pastoral race, and subsisting chiefly 
upon the fermented juice of the palm, and 
upon the milk derived from, numerous 
flocks of sheep and goats, or from a few 
breeding camels, the Debeni, a division of 
the Danakil, are during certain months of 
the year engaged in the transportation of 
salt from the deadly Bahr Assa to the 
Mudaito town of Aussa, where it is bar- 
tered for grain. Architecture affords no 
term applicable to a structure of any kind 
inferior to a hut or hovel, or it might with 
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propriety be applied t© the base jumble of 
rough-stone and shavings of the date stalk, 
tenanted by these nomade savages, who 
are divided into clans, and have no fixed 
habitations. Nevertheless there was some- 
thing cheering in the aspect even of these 
frail edifices, the first human tenement 
which had greeted the eye since leaving 
the sea-coast, now ninety miles distant. 
Bare, desolate, and fiery, the entire inter- 
vening tract, although infested by the 
lurking robber and the midnight assassin, 
may be pronounced in all its sultry parts, 
utterly unfitted for the location of man. 

Water of rather an improved description 
was obtained at Suggadera, under basaltic 
rock, stained green by carbonate of copper. 
But not a particle of forage was to be had ; 
and the * heat, reflected from a pebbly hill, 
beneath which the tent was erected^ 
brought the mercury in the thermometer 
to 118®, during the greater portion of the 
day; and the evil appearance of the place, 
surrounded by gloomy hills cast into the 
deepest shadow, led to the maintenance of 
a vigilant watch during the dark night 

Although disturbed at the early hour of 
1 A. M,,and denied further repose save on 
the bare ground, the loss of a camel, which 
\vas not recovered until late, so far retarded 
advance, that only four miles were achieved 
on the 1:3th. The road continued to wind 
with a gentle ascept along the bed of the 
Wady Kori,; the hills gradually diminish- 
ing in apparent height until they merged 
into the elevated plain of Murrah, which 
exhibited pebbles pf pink quartz, with a 
few scanty tufts of sweet-scented grass, 
yellow and withered . Here, at the dis- 
tance of two miles from a piiddie of dirty 
rain-water, in defiance of the impotent 
ras el kafilah, the camel drivers, who stu- 
diously avoid trees and the vicinity of a 
pool , resol ved to halt, as being a place after 
their own hearts. 

In the ^ dry water-course just left, the 
chirruping of some solitary hermit bird, and 
the bursting bud of a certain dwarf shrub 
which clothed the borders, agreeably re- 
minded the traveller of more favored 
climes. But most completely was the il- 
lusion dispelled by the forbidding aspect of 
the sultry plain of Murrah. Monotonous 
fields strewn with black boulders, glaring 
in the sun, distressed the gaze wheresoever 
it was turned — each cindery mass seeming 
as though it had been showered down du- 
ring a violent irruption of some neighboring 
volcano ; although, on nearer inspection, 
it proved to be the time-worn fragment of 
'an extensive lava sheet. The bare stony 
plain was decorated with numerous cairns. 
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marking deeds of treachery and blood ; and 
at the distance of twenty miles rose a lofty 
range of hot tabie-Iarid, behind which the 
Abyssinian river Hawash is lost in the 
great lake at Anssa. 

The presence at the watering-place of a 
host of wild Bedouins, whose appearance 
was far from prepossessing, again induced 
the cautious eiders to anticipate an attack; 
and the camp occupying a very unfavora- 
ble position for warlike operations, no lit- 
tle difficulty was experienced in making 
defensive dispositions* A gloomy black 
hill threw its impenetrable shadow imme- 
diately in front; and on the flank, u pile 
of half-ruined sheepfolds, constructed of 
blocks of lava, aflbrded extensive conceal- 
ment* The night however passed away 
without any alarm, and the intense heat of 
the day giving place to a somewhat .cooler 
atmosphere, admit ed of sleep by turns in 
some comfort — parties of the Banakil es- 
cort contriving by chanting their wild war 
chorus, to keep their heavy eyes longer 
open than usual. , 

An hour after midnight the loading com- 
menced, and the steep rocky hill having 
been surmounted by a path strewed with 
loose stones, a terrace of slow ascent; pre- 
senting the same dreary appearance of 
rocks and lava boulders, continued during 
the residue of the moon’s reign. At break 
of day, however, the aspect of the country 
began rapidly to improve. Gaining the 
higher and more salubrious level of Gula- 
mo, the bars sterile land, strewed with 
black blocks of lava which tore the feet 
with their jagged edges, was fast giving 
place to sandV plains covered with, dry 
yellow grass— a most welcome prospect 
tor the exhausted cattle. Heretofore, sav- 
ing in the wadys, no tree had been seen 
except small stunted leafless acacias, few 
and far between, and scarcely deserving 
of the name. Several smalf ravines were 
now choked with continuous groves, and a 
mountain stream termed Chekaito, which 
rises in the country of tlie Eesah, and in 
the rainy season disembogues into the Lake 
atAussa, was thickly clothed on both sides 
with green belts of tamarisk, wild caper, 
and other wmod, overhung with creeping 
parasites, and aflbrding food and shelter to 
birds. The pensile nests of the long-tailed 
ioxia depended from the boughs ; and while 
the stems, covered with drift to the height 
of fifteen feet, gave evidence of a headlong 
course during the rains, water, even at 
this’ season, was here and ; there to be ob- 
tained. 

Heaps of loose stones thrown carelessly 
together, mark in almost every direction 


the spot where the victim lies who has 
been cut off by some cold-blooded miscre- 
ant — melancholy monuments connected 
each with a tale of assassination. But on 
the banks of the Chekaito many acres of 
ground are covered with stones ol memo- 
rial, such as were raised over Absalom,, 
and over Achan the king of Ai, each sur- 
rounded by a circular cordon which bears 
the stamp of high antiquity, and 1ms evi- 
dently witnessed the passage oi ages. 
These sepulchres are said to cover the 
bones of the heroes who fell in a battle 
fought on the spot at the period that the 
country was first wrested ifom the shep- 
herds. '‘Hai,” the designation of the spot 
itself, is applied also to the entire sur- 
rounding district, which is stated to have 
been formerly peopled by the Gittereza, a 
gigantic pastoral race, who, under the 
chief Sango, were at enmity with all tiie 
surrounding tribes, but are now extinct. 

After five times crossing the serpentine 
bed to the point of junction with the Ba- 
gulli, where ostriches cropped the grass 
around numerous deserted sheep-pens, the 
caravan finally halted at Duddee, no great 
distance from Ramudele. For days to- 
gether the pilgrimage had led across 
dreary and desolate wastes, and through 
sterile ravines where no verdure rei.eved 
the eye, no melody broke upon the ear, 
and so few living creatures were to le 
seen, that the unwonted appearance’ of a 
solitary butterfly which bad become be- 
wildered in the desert, was duly hailed as 
an event. The general character is that 
of a stern wilderness, parched by the in- 
tolerable heat of a vertical sun blazing in 
fierce refulgence over the naked land- 
scape, of which the chief varieties consist 
in immense plains of dry cracked mud, or 
in barren rocks towering toward an un- 
clouded and burning sky. Tlie utter ste- 
rility of the soil is rather marked than al- 
leviated by occasional sickly plants of 
most puny growth, and by the- scanty ver- 
dure of the few valleys wherein water is 
to be found, generally in a state of stag- 
nation. But at Duddee, forage and fuel 
were abundant. The water obtained by 
digging in the channel of the stream was 
no longer brackish. The heat, although 
the thermometer rose to 110°, was inii- 
nitely more endurable than it had hitherto 
proved ; and the insatiable thirst by which 
all had been incessantly tormented on the 
lower ground, had well-nigh disappeared. 

A march of twelve miles over a succes- 
sion of grassy plains, untenanted by man 
or beast, but presenting the flr*st cone of 
the termites that had been seen, brought 
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the party on the 15th to the inclosed val- 
ley of Gobaad, a thousand and fifty-seven 
feet above the ocean. Volcanic ashes, 
jasper, chalcedony, and quartz, ^ strewed 
the sandy route, low volcanic ridges, of 
comparatively recent formation, intersect- 
ing the landscape from west to east. The 
encamping ground, among heaps of hard 
gravel, near which water was good and 
pientifui, had only two years previously 
formed the scene of the discomfiture of 
the ras el kafilah and his party, who had 
been plundered of all they possessed by ! 
two hundred and fifty mounted Eesah. 
The recollection of the disaster being 
green in his memory, he had, before leav- 
ing Duddee, donned his folio Koran, in the 
place of a duodecimo edition which pre- 
viously graced his shoulder. This was a 
not-to-be-mistaken sign of “ khouf fee*,'’ 
and with a terror-stricken face he now 
came to intimate, that the presence of a 
band of these lawless ruffians in the op- 
posite hills, together with a gathering of 
the Muda'ito at the neighboring pools of 
Sabala and Dagateli, leaving no sort of 
doubt upon his mind of a meditated attack 
during the night, it behoved every man to 
be more than usually on the alert# 

The equanimity of the brother of the 
Sultan of Tajura was somewhat disturbed 
at the assurance in reply to this exhorta- 
tion, that the Danakii camel-owners were 
the thieves most to be dreaded, their dirty 
and dishonest fingers being unhesitatingly 
thrust into the bags of rice and dates, 
whensoever opportunity proved favorable ; 
and that the hired escort, whose business 
it was. to prevent the mal-appropriation of 
the property of the embassy, far from as- 
sisting to keep watch, left the duty to be 
performed by the Europeans, and invaria- 
bly went to sleep on their posts. 

Not one of them shall close his eyes 
to-night, at all events,” grumbled the ras. 
“ I shall myself superintend the business, 
and see to the safety of the camp ; for, by 
the life of the Prophet, this is an evil 
spot I” 

As the red sun went down, there was 
certainly a considerable display of erect 
spears ; but their number gradually dimin- 
ished as the night closed in ; and when 
the ten o’clock sentry was relieved, Izhak 
was snoring aloud, according to Ms wont, 
while each doughty warrior lay fast asleep, 
with his greasy head upon his sMeld, and 
his broad lance in the precise, position that 
it assumed, when it fell from liie relaxed 
grasp of the siumberer. 

* i e. *X%ere is da»ger to be apprehended. ' 


CHAPTER XIX. 

.INTEEVIIW WITH THE OGEE. 

EoheiTa ibn Ibeahim, makobunto, akil, 
or chief of the Bebeni and a section of 
the Eesah, asserting supremacy over Go^ 
baad, as a portion of his princely domin- 
ions, which extend from the Great Sal]& 
]^ke to Ramud^le, a messenger had, im-^ 
mediately upon the arrival of the caravan, 
been dispatched to his encampment in the 
neighborhood, to invite the hero to the 
tent; and the peaceful night passed, hav- 
ing inspired the leader of the alai*mist 
party with new confidence, the non-arrival 
of the expected visitor was made an ex- 
cuse for halting the following day. 

Attended by a numerous and disreputa- 
ble retinue, dragging as a gift an obstinate 
old he-goat, the potent savage, whose ex-^ 
ploit of clearing the high road of the 
restless marauders, who long obstructed 
the passage of kafilahs, has already been 
noticed in terms of commendation, saun- 
tered carelessly in during the early hours 
of the forenoon. Not one whit better 
clad than the ragged and greasy ruffians 
in his train, he was yet distinguished by 
weapons of a superior order — ^the shaft of 
his spear, which resembled a weaver’s 
beam, being mounted below the broad glit- 
tering blade with rings of brass and copper, 
wMle the hilt and scabbard of a truly for- 
midable creese were embellished in like 
ostentatious fashion. The wearer’s aris- 
tocratic air, and look of wild determination, 
were well in unison with the reputation 
he had acquired as a warrior chief. Long 
raven locks floated like eagle’s feathers 
over a bony and stalwart frame. A pair 
of large sinewy arms, terminated in fingers 
tipped with nails akin to bird’s claws, and 
the general form and figure of the puissant 
makobunto, brought forcibly to mind the 
ogre in the nursery tale, who breakfasted 
oh nought save the flesh of tender inno- 
eehts, and was cut short in his career of 
cannibalism by Jack the giant-killer. A 
mighty man of valor, and presiding over a 
numerous clan of fierce and savage war- 
riors, he is feared and respected by all the 
country round, and seemed to be right 
well aware of his consequence upon the 
road.. 

For some reason of his own, which he 
did not think proper to divulge, the audi- 
ence was deferred until dusk, when the 
warrior stalked . consequentially into the 
tent, and deposited himself between: the 
arms of a chair placed for his reckon, 
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with as much dignity and self-possession 
as if he had never in his life been seated 
upon the ground. Although Ms covering 
was restricted to a very dirty cotton cloth, 
he wrapped himself in the impenetrable 
mantle of silence, and comprehending no 
Arabic, gave ear to all the^ compliments 
that were translated for his edification into 
the Dankaii tongue, with the most perfect 
indifference and mental abstraction^ until, 
having swallowed a sufficiency of hot 
coffee, and stuffed his npstrils with a be- 
coming modicum of K-egent’s mixture, he 
deigned to lay aside a portion of his re- 
serve, and in slow, measured language, 
vouchsafed a brief detail of the energetic 
measures that had been adopted at his be- 
hest, toward the recovery of certain horses 
sent by his ally, the Hing of Shoa, to her 
Britannic majesty, and which had, by 
some unfortunate mischance, been stolen 
in their transit through Gobaad; adding, 
that he would impart to the embassy the 
boon of his protection, and in earnest 
thereof, might probably condescend the 
favor of his countenance a few stages in 
advance. 

Izhak with his compeers sat in gloomy 
silence daring the entire conference, evi- 
dently annoyed at the good understanding 
that subsisted betwixt his rival Mohammad 
Ali, and the illustrious guest The pres- 
ents designed for the propitiation of the 
ogre having been duly transferred, were 
eagerly clutched, and hastily conveyed be- 
neath his buckler, or below the ample 
folds of his greasy garb, as being far too 
choice for the prying eyes of attendants ; 
and after sitting another half hour in taci- 
turn dignity, the prince of savages rose 
deliberately from his chair, and, loaded 
with broadcloth and trinkets, walked away 
as he had come, without condescending to 
pay attention to, or say a parting syllable 
to any one. 

Tile extraordinary hour chosen for this 
curious audience, had obviously been dic- 
tated by a desire to conceal from the cov- 
etous gaze of the wild spirits around him, 
the tribute which he had reasonably cal- 
culated upon receiving from the British 
pilgrims, on the occasion of their transit 
through his territories ; for, in truth, it 
must be confessed that the social state of 
these savages does not bv any means be- 
tray that primitive simplicity so lauded and 
extolled by Rousseau. Rude barbarians 
they are, saturated with Moslem intoler- 
ance as with mutton fat; and although 
t^ey tend their flocks in the parched valley 
the most approved Arcadian fashion, 
the persons of even the boldest chiefs 


are not always secure : and however poets 
may . have embroidered the subject with 
the flowers of their fancy, there is not to 
be found one individual of the whole com- 
munity, who would hesitate to cut a throat 
for the sake of the last remaining button 
on a waistcoat. 

Betwixt savage and civilized existence 
there yawns a wide gulf. The savage man 
and the civilized man, although descended 
from a common parent, can scarcely be 
said to belong to the same stock of human- 
ity, and he who has been pronounced the 
i only true man, the lordly lord of the wil- 
derness, might here more appropriately be 
designated a devil incarnate. An inter- 
esting trait in the children of nature was 
witnessed on the occasion of the slaugh- 
ter of the rank buck goat presented to the 
embassy by Loheita ibn Ibrahim. No soon- 
er had the razorlike creese been drawn 
across the throat, with the concomitant 
ejaculation, ‘‘ Bismiildhi rahmdni 
— in the name of God, the compassion, 
ate,” the merciful,” — ^than a savage threw 
himself upon the expiring animal; and 
having, vampire-iike, quafjfed as much of 
the hot flowing blood as he could obtain, 
besmeared his greasy features with the re- 
sidue, and wiped them on the still quiver- 
ing carcass. No tiger could have acted 
in more ferocious guise, or displayed a 
greater relish for the tide of life. 

This had been a day of feasting and 
carousal ; for both Izhak and the -son of 
the Rookhba chief had likewise received 
sheep, and the slaughter of each had been 
tolJowed by a general tussle for the pos- 
session of the caul. For the purpose of 
, larding the head, this is a prize infinitely 
preferred even to the tail, which appendage 
in the Adel sheep is so copiously furnish- 
ed, that the animal is said to be capable of 
subsisting an entire year upon the absorp- 
tion of its own fat, without tastiiicr water. 

It was truly deliglitful to witnesslhe pro- 
cess of greasing the poll at the liancls of 
the Danakil barber. The fat havino- been 
melted down in a wooden bowl, the opera, 
tor, removing his quid, and placing it in a 
secure position behind the left ear, pro- 
ceeded to suck up copious mouthfuls of the 
liquid, which were then sputtered over the 
frizzled wig of a comrade, who,' with man- 
tle drawn before his eyes to exclude stray 
portions of tallow, remained squatted on 
his haunches, the very picture of patience, 
ihe bowl exhausted, the operator careful- 
ly collects the suet that has creamed 
around Ms chaps as to render him inartic- 
ulate ; and having duly smeared the same 
over the filthy garment of him to whom 
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it in equity belongs, proceeds, with a skew- 
er, to put the last finishing touch to his 
work, which, as the lard congealed, has 
gradually assumed the desired aspect of a 
line full-blown cauliflower. 

The Dankaii who has prevailed over 
his foe, adorns his cranium with a perfect 
frost of tallow, dons a leopard-skin decora- 
ted with monkey tails three times in excess 
of the highest bashaw in the Ottoman em- 
pire, and tricks himself out with feathers 
in ah the variety of savage fancy, the lobe 
of his ear’ being pierced for the reception 
of pewter rings, which denote the number 
of his victories achieved. Many warriors 
thus distinguished had strolled in during 
the day ; for there had been an onslaught 
upon the Eesah, who among other recent 
atrocities, had, only the preceding week, 
^ripped up six pregnant Debeni females. 
The same wearisome string of inquiries 
on the part of each member of the kafilah, 
were responded to in the same cold monot- 
onous drawl, and then bandied back by the 
new arrival — apathy and indifference per- 
vading the features of both parties through- 
out the endless mechanical repetitions of 
“ Wog.erriV^ and Wogerri maani V^ 

To Gebaad, from the shores of Lake 
Abhibbad, which is formed by the waters 
drained from Abyssinia, it is said to be 
one easy day’s journey for the pedestrian. 
Among other Mudaito visitors from its- 
borders, there came one of the Galeyla, 
an outcast from his clan, who bore among 
his fellows the reputation of being a veri- 
table cannibal This villain became at 
once the cynosure of every eye, and stood 
confessed the vilest of the vile. A coil of 
putrid entrails which encircled his neck, 
had been distended with mutton fat into 
the figure of monstrous sausages ; and the 
shaggy mane of a filthy hyena, that he had 
destroyed and devoured the preceding day, 
being twined in a becoming wreath around 
his dark brow, mingled wildly with his 
dishevelled locks. Under the gaze of so 
great a crowd, his calm repose was calcu- 
lated -0 elicit the highest admiration ; and 
fully sensible of his own merit, the man- 
eater endured the scrutiny of the curious 
populace with an air of conscious dignity, 
which was scarcely disturbed when the 
temerity of the more juvenile spectators 
called imperatively for the interference of 
his heavy mace. 

It is difficult to comprehend the motives 
which may have induced this worthy to 
venture thus rashly among his bitterest 
foes; but the nature of the terms occasion- 
ally subsisting between the Mudaito and 


the Danakil are not more singularly ano- 
malous than those that bind the Danakil 
and the Eesah, over a portion of which 
latter Lohe’ita ibn Ibrahim exercises nomi- 
nal supremacy. Making common cause, 
and assisting each other against the Mu- 
daito, international hostilities are iiever- 
theless almost unceasing; and mutual in- 
terest, added to the aversion entertained to 
the perpetuation of blood feuds, affords 
perhaps the only substantial argument for 
their temporary cessation. 

Of three chieftains who take the title of 
ougass, and whose authority is in some 
sort acknowledged by the Eesah, the prin- 
cipal is Ougass Robiley, who resides with 
the Gidderhoosi, sduth of Zeyla. Hoos- 
sain ibn Fara, the next in order, is related 
by marriage to the makobiinto of the De- 
beni, and asserts influence from the Reah- 
moosa tribe of Somauli, bordering on Goo- 
but el Kharab, to Kore Koragureet, within 
thirty miles of Zeyla, where commences 
the country of the Hebrowal — thence south 
to the limits of the Galla territory, and 
northwest to Killulloo. Here it is bound- 
ed by Errur, the residence of the old skeikh 
of the Woema, and by the independent Mo- 
hammadan principality of Hurrur, whose 
ameer annually confers upon each Eesah 
chief a conical skull cap and turban, in re- 
cognition of his alliance. 

Not a cloud blotted the sparkling vault 
overhead, which now blazed out in a per- 
fect galaxy of light, engirdled by the lumi- 
nous zone in tlie milky way. Attention 
was early directed to its beauties by the 
showers; of meteors that in rapid succession 
shot through the innumerable host of hea- 
ven, and temporarily eclipsed their brill- 
iancy. The night was already somewhat 
advanced when Loheita sent to demand a 
private audience upon two points of vital 
importance ; , and, Mohammad Ali being the 
agent employed, no time was lost in ar- 
rangingthe desired interview, “My beard 
is troublesome,” whispered the ogre in a 
most mysterious tone, after he had been 
some minutes seated in silence ; “ my tough 
beard is not readily trimmed with a creese, 
and a razor would therefore have been de- 
sirable.” A first-rate Savigny was imme- 
diately placed within his grasp. “And, 
secondly,” he continued, trying the keen 
edge upon the largest of his formidable 
talons, “ my sister, who is far advanced in 
her pregnancy, has latelj^ rejected food — 
mutton, beef, everything in fact has been 
offered, and equally loathed. Now I am 
desirous of trying whefiier she might not 
fancy a bag of dates.” 
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CHAPTER XX> 


SHOWING HOW THE OGRE ACQUITTED HIM- 
SELF AT GOOTABELDA. 

Many and tragic were the tales narrated 
of the prowess of the ogre when the hot 
blood of youth boiled in his warrior veins. 
The first feat of his early days, ascribed to 
the year of the great comet, is still green 
in every recollection j and as it was re- 
counted by Ibrahim Shehem, so was it 
vouched for by those of the Banakii braves, 
who during the recital crowded around the 
watch-fire at Gobaad. 

The gray- bearded elders had sat for 
many nights in deep consultation, and the 
chicken-hearted of the Bebeni had ex- 
hausted all the usual epithets upon the 
countless number of the Ibe, and the con- 
sequences of rash and fool-hardy adven- 
ture, when the youthful chief raised his 
manly form in the circle, and his brawny 
proportions seemed to dilate into colossal 
stature in tlie dimness of the evening mist. 

“Listen to my words,” he exclaimed, 

for they are the sentiments of my heart. 
Children of Loheita, hearken to the voice 
of your leader ! Has the spirit of the foul 
hare entered into the breast of the war- 
rior ? Is the shield no longer to clash, nor 
the broad spear to glitter in the valley of 
Gobaad? Are the Bebeni tamely to suf- 
fer their wives and their daughters to be 
carried into captivity, their flocks and their 
herds to be swept off, their wells to be 
taken possession of, and their very name 
made the scorn and the laughing-stock of 
the dastardly Mudai’to, without one strug- i 
gle to prevent it ? Bust be upon my head | 
if the brave sons of the desert should thus ■ 
root themselves in a quiet spot, like the 
withered and dying acacia, without a sin- 
gle thorn to avenge an insult f i^use ye, 
my children, for in the name of the most 
holy Prophet I will even dare the danger 
of the war ; and ignominy sully the fame 
of him who shall suffer his chief to mingle 
singly in the strife.” 

Keseating his sinewy form upon the 
rock, Ijohe'ita covered his face in the folds 
of his garment, and in anxious silence 
awaited the result of this appeal. But the 
chord of feeling had been struck by a mas- 
ter hand. A low murmur of voices was 
quickly followed by the deep hum of ap- 
probation accompanying the confused clat- 
ter of the bucklers, and the elders, rising 
simultaneously, proclaimed, “It is the voice 
and the will of the Most High. Even so 
let it be I” The erect spears sank with 
one accord to the ground; and the stem 


“ Ameen” of the assembled tribe, rolled 
ominously among the surrounding cliifs. 

For some days after this harangue, the 
Bebeni maintained a peaceable demeanor ; 
but it was now the still, treacherous calm 
which precedes the hurricane. The Ga- 
leyla Mudaito, who had already possessed 
themselves of all the choicest grazing 
grounds in the neighborhood, and com- 
pletely closed the caravan route from Abys- 
synia to the sea-coast, meanwliile contin- 
ued their depredations with impunity ; one 
subdivision of the tribe settling in the 
small valley of Gootabella, where they 
erected permanent habitations, and boast- 
ed of their unmolested vicinity to the 
graves of the ancestors of Loheita. 

The Galeyla subdivision of the great na 
tion of Muda'ito had rendered itself more 
particularly obnoxious by its aggressions. 
Many were the young men of Gobaad wlic 
had fallen under their sharp knives. Scorn 
ful taunts were ever rife upon the tips of 
their insulting tongues ; and few indeed of 
the huts in the valley had not at some pe* 
riod sent forth the voice of wailing and 
lamentation for captive maids or for harried 
' flocks. But the day of dire retribution wai 
fast speeding on. The wane of the mooi 
was the appointed signal of rendezvous tc 
the heretofore slothful tribe; and as the 
darkness of the unlit night shrouded the 
valley and the hill, all those members of 
the clan whose spirit had not been utterly 
quelled by the frequent disasters experi- 
enced at the hand of the sanguinary inva- 
der, mustered around their youthful chief. 

Silently, like the descending wreath of 
snow, the files of warriors poured in from 
every quarter of his extensive though dis- 
tracted domain. The nation had respond- 
ed to the call of its leader; and the wrinkled 
brow, and the full oily cheek : the thin sin- 
ewy shank of the veteran, and the grace- 
ful form of the untried but aspiring strlp- 
ling, were soon mingled together. The 
sun set upon a busy scene in the lone val- 
ley of Gobaad. Two thousand savaw'es, 
enjoying the rude feast that had ^en 
amply provided for their wants, were en- 
gaged in close-whispering consultation on 
the coming strife ; and wrought to a pitch 
of frenzy by the spirit-stirring words of 
their warlike chief, no less than by the 
exhortations ot his wily emissaries, who, 
ever and anon, mixed with the carousing 
groups, to feed their panting passions 
against the hereditary foe, each warrior 
nrmly clenched his teeth in dread deter- 
mination, while he whetted his sharp wea- 
pon to the keenest edge upon the nearest 


THE MASSACRE OF OOOTABELLA. 


As the fire blazed brightly upon shield, 
and spea,r, and stalwart frame, Loheita 
moved forth in front of his inciosnre, buck- 
led for the fray. His active form was ful- 
ly revealed by the fitful flame ; and a dark 
smile played for the moment over his stern 
visage, as his followers, rising with one ac- 
cord, imsheathed their murderous creeses, 
and, bursting into a loud murmur of ap- 
plause, swore by the sacred volume that 
the steel should that night reek in the hot 
blood of the accursed Mudaito. 

Placing himself at the head of his ani- 
mated retainers, the chief now led the ad- 
vancing van, and the tramp of the eager 
savage fell light over the steep mountain 
and the boundless plain. Deep darkness , 
was esteemed of small account by these 
children of the desert, who, like the course 
of the failing thunderbolt, held on their 
progress in the true direction. Starting 
as the dense phalanx advanced, the timid 
gaze! scoured in terror over the valley, 
and the prowling lion yielded the path to 
men who wore now in a mood not less 
desperate than his own. 

The last rocky defile gained, a deep im- 
penetrable gloom pervaded the scene. The 
very stars were hid under a partial mist, 
and nought gave token of the habitation 
or the presence of man, save at intervals 
the disturbed bleat of captive Debeni flocks, 
** They were ours once,” scornfully mut- 
tered the chief betwixt his closed teeth, 
‘^and, Wuliahl if there be faith in the 
sharp steel of a true believer, they shall 
this night return to their pastures.” 

“All know the valley of Gootabella,” 
observed the narrator, “closely hemmed 
in on three sides by towering cliffs, over 
one perpendicular rock at the neck of 
whicn, the river Chekaito, leaping, extends 
its sandy bed throughout the entire centre, 
so that ten resolute spirits might defend 
the only outlet against countless legions. 
None save the sons of asses would have 
pitched their tents in that spot ; but the 
Galeyla were overweeningly conceited and 
vain of their exploits, and held in utter 
contempt the dispossessed proprietors of 
the soil, whom they had hitherto so easily 
despoiled.” 

No timely note of alarm announced the 
approach of danger ; aiid the noiseless step 
of the foe gliding unheal'd round the devo- 
ted hamlet, it was encompassed on every 
side. Infuriate warriors in appalling si- 
lence beleaguered ^the narrow aperture of 
each matted wigwam. The recollection 
of captive and murdered relatives, of burn- 
ing huts and harried flocks, entered deep 
into the stern soul of each giim assailant ; 
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and as the edge of the naked creese was 
passed cautiously along the finger, a prayer 
was breathed on high to the throne of the 
Eternal Avenger. 

The unsuspecting inmates of every abode 
were hushed in deep repose. The spear 
lay entangled in the folds of the scattered 
garments, the shield had been cast idly ii| 
the corner, and the warrior, surrounded by 
his wives and little ones, was wrapped in 
peaceful rest, such as he was wont to en- 
joy when lulled by the gentle murmur of 
the breaking waves of the Bahr el Shub, 
in his own far distant land. 

The suffocating fumes of smoke soon 
stole upon the sense of the drowsy slum- 
berers ; the crackling of flames aroused all 
I abruptly from their dreams of security, and 
: the lurid glare that enveloped the blazing 
I hamlet caused each affrighted inmate to 
rush to the door, where the crooked steel, 
driven by the hand of desperate revenge, 
was sheathed in many a bare bosom. 

Sudden, electric, and complete was the 
surprise, and vain were the effi)rts of the 
unarmed warrior. Loheita raged through 
the scene like the demon of the angry el- 
ement, and each follower ruthlessly strove 
I to emulate his example. A dozen spear- 
I blades transfixed the body of every fugitive. 
Two thousand of the foe fell during the 
naurderous onslaught ; and in that fearful 
night all ancient injuries were well washed 
out in the warm blood of the. Mudaito. 

The pent-up wrath of the savage, like 
the checked waters of an impetuous moun- 
tain torrent, bursting all bounds, careered 
along without restraint. Mockery and 
insult were bandied back to the frantic 
screams of the women, as their tender 
babes were barbarously pitched into the 
- hissing flame ; and the red sun rose above 
the beetling crags to witness a fiightful 
scene of carnage and desolation. 

Flocks and herds had burst from their 
folds, and betaken themselves to the wil- 
derness. Scorched and mangled bodies 
thickly strewed the ground, or lay half 
consumed among the smouldering embers 
of the pile. The groans of the dying min- 
gled with the bitter wailing of captive fe- 
males bereft of husband and offspring ; and 
the chief surrounded by his exulting host 
sat in grim triumph beside the dense col- 
umn of smoke, which with an eddying flame 
ascended high into tlie vault of heaven from 
the black and burning monument to De- 
beni vengeance. 

A deep fissure in the bowels of the hill, 
had given refuge to a determined few who 
had sought safety within its rocky sides : 
but the keen eye was not long in discov- 
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ering the dim track of the fugitives ; and 
the insatiate chieftain, speeding upon the 
trail, tore from the aperture the thorns and 
overhanging shrubs, and dashed into the 
cave with spear and buckler. The only 
resistance made during the foray was in 
this last stronghold ; and Lbheita received 
§ deep wound on the breast, the scar of 
which will be borne to his ^ave. Des- 
peration nerved tlie limbs of the surviving 
Galeyla, who, well knowing that no quar- 
ter would be granted, sullenly fought on 
with the few weapons they had snatched 
up in their hurried flight ; but all died in 
the unecjual strife upon the spot where they 
had taken their last stand. 

Crowned with brilliant success, the re- 
turn of the dauntless young chief Sfrom his 
flrst expedition was swelled by troops of 
captive maids and by the pillaged herds of 
years. But the tri u mph had been ach ie ved 
with no trifling loss to his clan. The bod- 
ies of thirteen, braves, borne by their com- 
rades upon green branches of the palm, 
closed the order of march, and the war- i 
chorus pealed wildly among the rocks as 
the victorious host poured back through the 
valley of Gobaad. " 

A burst of savage acclamation, which 
rose shrill and high in the noontide heat 
from tlie assembled population, was suc- 
ceeded by a solemn pause as the dread ti- 
dings were imparted to the relatives of the 
fallen. A path was cleared through the 
now hushed and silent phalanx, while muf- 
fled females, beating their bare breasts, 
passed toward the biers between the open 
ranks. The boldest and the bravest had 
been untimely cut off; and their widows, 
throwing themselves upon the lifeless 
b^es, indulged for a season in the most 
piercing shrieks and extravagant grief. 
But the deep loud chant of the elders, “ It 
is the decree of the Most High,” drowned 
the hysterical sobs of the bereaved; and 
the host again moved on in boisterous mirth 
to indulge, after the successful foray, ac- 
cording to the bent of their inclinations, 
and prepare for a series of achievements, 
which have since cleared the surrounding 
plains. 

■ To this day none but the boldest dare, 
after nightfall, to enter the valley of skulls. 
The moans of the Galeyla warriors, who 
fell in the affray, are heard amid the fune- 
real sighing of the wind ; the plaintive song 
of the Bedouin maid still chronicles, the 
event ; and long will be remembered in the 
red house of Mudaito the night of the mas- 
sacre of Gootabella. 


CHAPTER XXr. 

SANKUL AND SUG GAGED AN. DAWAYLAKA 

AND AMADOO IN THE LIMITS OF THE 

GALEYLA MUDAITO. 

Ascending by an extremely bad road the 
broken range to the southward, which 
commands a fine prospect over the valley 
of Gobaad, the kafllah reached Sankul on 
the 17th. It forms the focus of several 
small dales, converging from the table-land, 
and shut in from all hmezo by the sur- 
rounding steep black clifls of basalt, pass,- 
ing into hornblende. A small cave near 
the encamping ground, Was occupied by a 
colony of mdustrious bees; and at the 
only well, flocks of the diminutive black- 
faced Bsrbera sheep, were drinking from a 
trough formed of ox-hidc stretched be- 
tween four stakes, to which the water was 
transferred in gourds by greasy Bedouin 
shepherdesses. The evening was passed 
in perpetual wrangling with these matrons 
during the operation of filling up the wa- 
ter-skins ; and sad presage was aflbrded of 
a coming day of drought, which the ex- 
hausted and sinking cattle of the caravan 
were hourly waxing les.s able to endure. 

The next march led over the high table- 
land of Hood Ali, a stony level thickly 
studded with dry grass, and extendi, ng in 
one monotonous plateau far as the eye 
could reach. The fetid carricn-flower here 
presented its globular purjale blossoms 
among the crevices, and a singular medi- 
cinal plant, lab-lubba, was detected by the 
keen eye of a savage, who had before 
evinced a latent taste for botanical studies. 
The usual encamping ground at Arabdera 
was found to be preoccupied by a nomade 
tribe of Bedouin goat-herds, who monopo- 
lized the scanty water. Descending the 
range, therefore, the bluff brow of which 
commanded an extensive prospect over the 
wide level valley of Dullool, the kdfilah 
halted at Suggagedan. This arid spot in 
the strand' like waste v^as covered with 
masses of lava, and with blocks of basalt 
from the . adjacent hills. It was parched 
by a burning atmosphere, and aflbrded no 
water w’hatever— calamities which resulted 
in the abandonment of a horse and twm of 
the mules, that were no longer able to bear 
thirst and fatigue ; wiiile many 
others now dragged their weary limbs with 
ciifliculty, and seemed but too well disposed 
to follow the example. 

Dullool is one thousand two hundred 
and ^enty.eight feet above the level of the 
sea— a perfect fiat, covered with alluvial 
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deposit, and studded with extensive tracts 
of coarse, dry grass in tufts, among which, 
as the almost interminable string of camels 
crossed the following morning, both os- 
triches and gazels were descried. It is 
bounded by a bold mountain range ; and 
the farther extremity of the plain, to- 
ward the foot of Jebel Marie, is perfectly 
bare, stretching away to the westward, in 
one uninterrupted sheet of hard, compact 
mud, which imparts the aspect of the Eunh 
of Ciitch. A herd of wild asses, precisely 
similar to those found on the Indian salt 
desert, materially enhanced the resem- 
blance ; and the sun, which had now at- 
tained considerable altitude, casting his 
rays in a full blaze over the naked plain, 
called up the dancing mirage, that was 
alone wanting to complete the picture. 

On this level expanse, which terminates 
in a citUde-sac, shut in by high basaltic 
wails, inaccessible either to man or beast, 
the Adaiei affect to ride down the wild ass, 
upon lean mules forsooth, and to rip up the 
quarry with their creeses. There had 
been much vainglorious talking upon this 
head, but it ended, like every Danakil 
boast, in nothing. The hawk-eye of the 
ogre detected an out-lying mare among 
the ravines at the foot of the range ; and 
he dashed off the road with such lightning- 
speed, that the animal narrowly escaped 
being hemmed into a corner ; but once on 
the broad desert, and she tossed her arched 
neck, kicked up her wanton heels, and 
laughed at the absurd efforts of her impo- 
tent pursuers. 

I^oose stones again strewed the approach 
to the Marie range, which is of trap form- 
ation, of a slaty texture, stained with red 
iron oxide, and intersected by veins of iron 
clay. A breach in the hills, here about a 
thousand or twelve hundred feet high, form- 
ed a steep sloping ridge of lava rocks, con- 
taining quantities of carbonate of lime, dis- 
posed in rhomboids and hexagonal sheets. 
In this nook, surrounded by a thick jungle 
of acacia, were sundry basins filled with 
clear water, to which the solar rays had 
not penetrated. They afforded most re- 
freshing draughts ; and the skins having 
been replenished, the encampment was 
formed at Dawaylaka, a full mile beyond. 
Marie is not a "word of either Arabic or 
Dankali derivation ; whence it seems not 
improbable that this bold range of hills 
may, in days of yore, have been named by 
some wanderer from the West. 

A line fresh morning succeeded to a 
very sultry night, passed upon the hard hot 
stones ; and, at break of day, the cattle 
having been taken to the pools, where, at 
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so early an hour, they would drink but lit- 
tle, the skins were a^in replenished, and 
the caravan pinsued its march to Oomer- 
gooloof, which can boast of no water at 
any season^' Of two roads, the lower, but 
more leybl, was adopted, in consequence 
of the <^'xhaustion of . the beasts of burthen- 
It >d across a dry, desert plain of six 
miles, over which the delusion of mirage 
was complete. Covering the valley, as far 
as the eye could reach, to the foot of the 
hills, which rise abruptly on all sides, it 
imparted the appearance of an extensive 
bay, shut in by projecting headlands — a 
still calm lake, so unmoved by the wind 
that every cliff was most distinctly reflect- 
ed on the mirror of its glassy bosom. 

Approaching from a higher level, a rip- 
ple played upon the surface of the vision- 
ary water ; and the vapor being too subtle 
to screen irregularities of the ground, the 
aqueous expanse soon became gradually 
disunited, until it ultimately vanished alto- 
gether. The scene, cool and pleasant while 
it endured, formed a striking contrast to the 
baked alluvial desert under foot, destitute 
of even a vestige of vegetation, but over 
which was wafted a zephyr as unlooked-for 
as refreshing. Thrown in a particular way, 
and on certain atoms, rays of light produce 
illusions to the vision which are often em- 
bodied after the likeness of objects most 
deeply dwelling in the imagination. Thus 
it was that the character of the headlands 
of Dullool, square and perpendicular, to- 
gether with an islet riding like a ship at 
her cable in the centre of the molten basin, 
aided the striking similarity of names in the 
respective neighborhoods, to bring vividly 
before the eyes of all, the apparition of the 
bay of Goobut el Kharab. 

, Immediately opposite to Oomergooloof is 
a projecting spur from Jebel Oobnoo, a lofty 
range visible to the westward ; and this 
divides the plain into two valleys, whereof 
the southernmost is denominated Wada 
Arfa. The Marie range here towers over- 
head, steep and precipitous, to the height 
of about nine hundred feet ; stupendous 
masses of rock which have been detached 
from the summit, and strew the entire base, 
corroborating the assertion of the Danakii 
that earthquakes are frequently felt in the 
vicinity. Nomade tribes with their families 
and flocks, having settled at the wells which 
exist at a distance, had compelled the gen- 
tler portion of the Libyan creation to resort 
to regions more blest with water ; and not 
even a desert-loving gazel was espied du- 
ring the march of twelve miles. 

Ibrahim Bhehem Abli had long viewed 
with the eye of bigoted disapproval, the at- 
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tentions paid by one of the Mohammadan 
followers to two canine companions of the 
party, pets that had survived the passage 
of the iiery Tehama, but whose feet had 
become so lacerated by the hot lava boul- 
ders as to incapacitate them from walking. 
Q.uilp — ^for so the oifending Moslem was 
styled from his striking resemblance to that 
notable character — was in the act of extrh 
eating his wire-haired charge from the 
panniers wherein they travelled, when the 
irascible little warrior approached, and, 
drawing his trenchant blade, swore with a 
dreadful anathema to exterminate him on 
the spot. “ Dog, and father of dogs,’’ he 
exclaimed, seizing the dismayed mortal by 
the throat, “beware how thou again deiilest 
thy fingers with those accursed curs, or by 
the beard of the Prophet I will sever thy 
gullet as one who has brought foul dis- 
credit upon the faith.” Then relaxing his 
grasp, and sheathing his creese with a hori- 
zontal flourish, he threw himself into the 
attitude of a slaughtered victim, and closed 
the significant lecture by mimicry of the 
gurgle heard in a divided windpipe,, whence 
the tide of life is welling. 

Several herds of cattle pertaining to the 
Issehiraba Muda'ito, grazed in the neigh- 
< borhood ; and these were said to derive 
their supply of water from pools formed by 
a cluster of hot sulphureous springs at the 
farther extremity of the plain, which, with 
aloud noise, rise bubbling from the earth 
at a boiling temperature. Possessing mar- 
Tellous medicinal properties, they are be- 
lieved to be a panacea for every malady : 
but the tribe not being on terms with the 
Danakil, these thermal wells could not be 
visited, neither could water be obtained 
either for man or beast. A few Mudaito 
females, with their children, strolled into 
the camp to sell sheep,* and stare at the 
Feringees ; but the ras el kafilah would 
scarcely permit them to be spoken to, and 
was in a nervous fidget until they departed. 
Avowing that these greasy dames had come 
for.no other purpose than to spy out the 
nakedness of the land, and that the creeses 
ol: their liege lords would prove trouble- 
during the night, he strictly inter- 
dicted all wandering beyond camp limits, 
and insisted upon the discharge of several 
volleys of musketry in addition to the car- 
tridge expended at guard.mounting,and at 
every relief of sentries. 

The sky having become gradually over- 
cast toward evening, a deluge, equally to 
be desired and dreaded, was deemed close 
at hand; but the threatening appearance 
' off with 'the"^-" 


accompanied by a cloud of dust, and fol- 
lowed by a close oppressive night. Skirting 
the Marie range to a tract thickly strewed 
with rounded masses of lava and basalt, the 
detritus from the adjacent hill, the road now 
wound over a volcanic ridge which divides 
the valley of Dullool from that of Amadoo, 
running exactly parallel to it. In this lat- 
ter the caravan halted on the ^Ist, about a 
mile from a large pool of rain-water, occu- 
pying a rocky nook formed by huge blocks 
of Uisalt The stagnant green fluid was 
far more palatable than it looked, although 
troubled by a legion of horned cattle, asses, 
goats, and sheep, the property of the Ga- 
leyla Muda’ito, who were encamped in great 
force in the neighborhood, and looked what 
they are said to be — most desperate villains. 

Altogether it was a bustling scene. 
Herdsmen shouted in every direction to 
their kine, whose sinister glances and low- 
ered heads proclaimed their dislike of the 
vyhite intruders ; flocks of Somauli sheep, 
with incommodiously overgrown tails, 
swam about like otters to cool their heated 
skins ; numbers of Bedouin damsels, after 
laving their own greasy persons, replenish- 
ed their dirty water-skins ; and one wrin- 
kled old hag, in direct breach of the Moslem 
prejudice against “ man’s friend,” was ab- 
solutely detected in the act of cleansing 
the rough coat of her own pet-dog. 

This pastoral scene of savage life, where 
the peaceful occupation of the shepherd 
contrasted strangely with the presence of 
spear and buckler, was about midday e.X- 
changed for the tent. A crowd of 
tattooed savages, bearing very iridilfey^il 
characters for honesty, soon swaggere|[%* 
to see what they could pick up, and pres- 
ently waxed so passing insolent, that it 
was deemed prudent to intimidate them by 
a display of rifle-practice. Emboldened 
by ^timbers, they had begun to question 
old Izhak regarding his right to conduct 
strangers through the country, without 
the permission, first duly obtained, of the 
“ lords of the soil but seeing the stones 
fly about in splinters, at two hundred and 
hfty yards, they were not long in decamp- 
ing, and gave no further annoyance. The 
Galeyla tribe of Mudaito, which still boasts 
of the most expert and notorious thieves 

^be country, is, as might be conjectured, 
on no very amicable terms with the Dana- 
kil; and the very severe chastisement it 
received at the hands of Loheita ibn Ibra- 
him sufficiently accounted for the sudden 
desertion of the unattended ogre, who 
donned his seven-league boots, and strode 
back to his castle from Hawaylaka, after 
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he had pledged himself to accompany the 
party to the borders of the territory occu- 
pied by Mohammad Ali’s clan. 

From Amadoo, Aussa was represented 
to be only one day’s journey for a swift 
mule, and two for a caravan of laden ca- 
mels, the road branching off across Wady 
Arfa, and over the Jebei Oobnoo range, by 
which the extensive valley is bounded. 
At this point, moreover, had ceased the 
pretended influence of Mohammad ibn 
Mohammad, Sultan of Tajura, the utter 
futility of propitiating whom had long been 
Bufliciently apparent. Although in the 
eyes of the uninitiated it was no dhflcult 
matter to invest this avaricious imbecile 
with supreme authority over a fiery deso- 
late tract, in most parts obviously unfitted 
for human location, his own immediate re- 
tainers did not now conceal that„Mirsa 
Dukhan, and the Gollo mountains near the 
Salt Lake, bound even his nominal juris- 
diction. He is, in fact, sultan of the sul- 
try strand whereon his frail tenement is 
erected ; for the few lawless wanderers 
beyond, over whom he would assert su- 
premacy, are universally thieves and mur- 
derers, who disdain all fixed abode, 
disclaim all mortal control, and acknow-. 
ledge their own unbridled inclinations as “ 
tlieir only master. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

KE» ^OUSE OF MUDAITO. CHEONICLE OF 
THE CONQUEST OF AUSSA. 

Distinguished like the houses of York 
and Lancaster by their respective colors, 
“the white house” of Debenik-W6ema, 
composed of various Ada'iel clans, who, in 
time of need, rally under one standard, is 
banded against the Assa-himera, “ the red 
house” of the Muda’ito, with the same bit- 
ter feud and animosity which spread deso- 
lation through the fair domains of England, 
and poured out the best blood of her he- 
roic sons. Weil would it be for the cause 
of humanity were these savage combatants 
animated also with the same noble and 
chivalrous feelings which, in days of yore, 
reigned paramount in the breast of the 
British knight, and met together in the 
open field of honorable contest. But the 
case is widely different indeed ; and under 
whatever circumstances the hated and 
hereditary foe may , here be discovered, the 
unarmed bosom of the lone, sleeping, or un- 
suspecting wanderer, rarely fails to prove 
a sheath for the murderous knife of the 


Aussa, formerly an important town, was, 
less than a century ago, the capital and 
principal seat of the united tribes of Mudai- 
to, who extend thence to Ras Billool, and 
are represented to be countless as the hairs 
of a Danakil head. Regarded as the seat 
of wisdom and learning, and governed in 
the latter days of its strength, by Yoosuf 
Ali ibn Ajdahis, a brave and martial sul- 
tan, whose armory boasted of many match- 
locks, and of several small pieces of cannon, 
it long flourished in powerful independ- 
ence — a bright spot of beauty in a waste 
of barrenness. But the sun of its pros- 
perity^ at length set ; and the predatory 
hostilities long exercised toward the various 
united tribes of Adai el, leading to a general 
invasion on the part of the Ado-himera, the 
prince was slain, the stronghold of the 
“ red house” sacked, and its garrison put 
to the sword : nor in these degenerate 
days is this once important place more than 
an extensive encampment, whereat is held 
a perpetual fair, frequented by all the 
tribes of Danakil, Eesah, Somauii, and 
Mudaito. 

.The site of Aussa, a wide-stretching 
valley, described to be from eight to ten 
days’ journey across for a caravan, is 
hemmed in by lofty mountains, and fer- 
tilized in all of its extended quarters by 
the Lakes Guraaid, Abhibbab, Hilloo, and 
Dugod — ^the first situated a little to the 
eastward of the town, and the last by far the 
largest of the four. These vast stagnant 
basins in the plain receive the Abyssinian 
waters of the Ha wash audits tributaries, 
in addition to the contributions of ali the 
streams from Jebei Oobnoo and other col- 
lateral ranges — the abundance of fluid thus 
lost upon volcanic formation, so enriching 
the soil as to enable this district to produce 
wheat, juwarree, barley, Indian corn, pep- 
per, and tobacco, in quantities sufficient 
for the supply of the entire coast. 

The Hawash may be conjectured to have 
experienced interruption in its course to 
the Bahr Assal and Bay of Tajdra, at the 
same period that volcanic agency divided 
the waters of the great Salt Lake from 
Goobut el Kharab. Miles around the 
wonted boundaries of each lagoon now 
become annually inundated during the 
spreading of the great freshes ; and as the 
floods, carried off by absorption and evap- 
oration, again recede, the soil is covered 
with a fertilizing sediment — a fat alluvial 
deposit, which, with little labor, yields an 
ample return. Even the lazy and listless 
Danakil,. who neither sows nor reaps else- 
where, is here induced to turn agricultu- 
rist j bttt not a single acre is to be found 
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under the plough, from the sea even to the 
mountains of Abyssinia — distance ex- 
ceeding three hundred and fifty miles. 

Pastoral as well as agricultural pursuits 
engage the population of Auesh; but while 
the cultivating portion of the inhabitants 
are permanent residents on the soil, the 
shepherds are annually driven away by the 
gad-fiy, which attacks the flocks from the 
setting-in of the rainy season until the ter- 
mination of the fast of Ramzan, when the 
waters have again subsided, and the herds- 
man, descending from the mountains, re- 
turns to his occupation in the valley. An 
extensive commercial intercourse is, more- 
over, carried on with Tajilra. Salt from 
tlie Bahr Assal, blue calico, which is in 
high demand for the caps universally worn 
by the married Bedouin females, zinc, 
pewter, and brass or copper wire, used 
both for personal ornament, and for the 
decoration of weapons, are bartered for the 
produce of the luxuriant soil— some few 
caravans crossing the Hawash, and pur- 
suing their journey along tlie western bank 
to JDowwe, on the frontier of the WoHo 
Galia, in order to purchase' slaves ; or stri- 
king into the main road at Amadoo, and 
prosecuting their way to Shoa for a 
similar purpose. 

Mudaito tribes occupy the entire plain 
of Aussa, but they are now divided into 
five distinct nations. The Assa-himera 
are under the rule of Humferi, a descend- 
ant of the ancient house of Ajdahis, who 
preserves the empty title of sultan, and 
resides at the decayed capital. Eastward 
are the Isse-hiraba, governed by Das Ali, 
an independent chief, and the Galeyla, un- 
der Daamer Ibrahim ; south are the Bar, 
who own allegiance to Akil Bigger My- 
argi; and west are the ferocious Koorha, 
under the sway of Yoosuf Aboo Bekr, who, 
also with the title of akil, resides at Alta, 
and wages war indiscriminately on both 
Assa-himera and Bebenik-Woema. 

South-westward of the valley of Aussa, 
are the independent Adaiel tribes Hurruk 
Bodaitq, over whom presides Gobuz Elin- 
cha, a powerful chieftain, who has espoused 
Leni, daughter of Birru Lubo, the prince 
of Argobba, and through whose territories 
lies the high caravan route to Bowwe, with 
which the traffic is considerable. On the 
north, the Mudaito are bounded by the dis- 
tinct^ nation styled Hirto, under the rule 
of Yingool Ali — ^Mohammadans, deriving 
their origin from the Arab invaders of the 
seventh century, and speaking a language 
Hot very dissimilar from the Adaiel, who 


mas, Ankal, and learned doctors, for whom 
the Mudaito have ever been renowned; 
but the present government is singularly 
constituted. The aged Sultan Humferi, 
son of Yoosuf Ali ibn Ajdahis, has retained 
with his high-sounding title the mere shad- 
ow of authority, which is in truth vested 
in Mohammad Ali, the vicegerent of the 
Bebenik-Woema, appointed by general 
suffrage from Ta,jura. Residing at Kulloo, 
and ruling with an iron hand, he admits 
of little interference ; and, in all cases 
where disputes between the “ red ” and 
‘‘ white ” houses of the projarietors of the 
soil and their invadeivS, terminate fatally to 
the latter, takes two lives for one, accord- 
ing to the immemorial observance in blood 
feuds. 

Ameer Sulaam, the wuzir of the Mu- 
daito, is head of all the sages; and he is 
aided in the administration of justice by 
Hurrur Hdssan, Teeob, and fierbera or 
“Pepper” Ali, the latter so styled from 
the volubility of his sarcastic tongue. 
This triumvirate of venerable sheikhs, 
whose wisdom and learning is reputed to 
be “ profound as the sea,” is 

referred to on all occasions where knotty 
points are at issue, whether among the 
Ado-himera or Mudaito ; and even the 
Sultan of Tajilfa was, on a late occasion, 
held ffiound to abide by their arbitration, 
relative to the projected marriage of Ms 
son to a bride from another clan of the 
“white house;” a. measure which was 
resisted, and which' he was desirous of en- 
forcing. Yet a transit duty of fifty per 
cent, is levied by Mohammad ibn Moham- 
mad upon all exports made by the Mudaito, 
whereas ten per cent, only is exacsted from 
the numerous Banakil tribes. 

“ A large Arab force from Zeyla,” ob- 
served Ibrahim Shehem Abli, who was well 
versed in the chronicles of Aussa, « was 
induced to^ join the Bebenik-W6ema in 
their invasion of the predatory Mudaito 
hordes ; and overtures of capitulation hav- 
ing been made by Yoosuf AJi ibn Ajdahis, 
they were thrown off their guard, Buring 
the night the Woema, who knew with 
what villains they had to deal, bivouacked 
upon the heights of Bugodlee and Hy Tun- 
koma, where they rested safely enough. 
But the blockheads of Arabs choosing to 
sleep in the plain, the garrison took advan- 
tage of their folly to make a goom; and so 
cleverly, was it managed, that, by Allah ! 
they succeeded in drawing their creeses 
across the throats of ail save one.” 

^ Nothing intimidated by this reverse, and 
joined by fresh allies from the coast, the 
Woema were not long in renewing the 
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attack ; and the whole of the Ada'iel tribes 
who rally under the standard of “ the white 
house,” making common cause, the Ma- 
dax to sustained a murderous defeat, when 
their stronghold, which had maintained its 
integrity unimpaired for so many centuries, 
fell at last into the hands of their heredi- 
tary foe. 

A long term of years elapsed-, but the 
hearts of the scions of the “ red hotise” 
still ranided under this disaster ; and, bent 
upon retaliation, the assembled clans, de- 
signing to plunder the now-decayed sea- 
port whence their Arab invaders had been 
furnished, made a rapid inroad into the 
country of the Eesah Somauli, Unpre- 
pared, the tribe fled before the host in dis- 
may, but presently recovering from the 
panic created by the sudden burst of war, 
rallied in great numbers, fell furiously 
ppon the foe, and left not om? marauding I 
Mudaito alive to tell the issue of the dis- 1 
astrous day. The “ great battle,” as this 
signal rout is still termed, was about three 
years ago fought within sight of Zeyla, on 
the plains of Takoosha, now white with 
the skeletons of a tribe. 

“ Brave men are these Mudaito,” con- 
tinued the old warrior, playing carelessly 
with the hilt of his creese, which was sel- 
dom suflered to repose quietly in his gir- 
dle ; “ but they are not to be compared 
with us. IIamdu4iUah^ ‘‘Praise be unto 
the Lord,’ I slew their sheikh with my own 
hand; and here is the identical scratch 
that I received in the scuffle. As for the 
Eesah,” he concluded, “ with their' childish 
bows and arrows, they are sad cowards. 
One Dankali spear is an over-match for 
fifty of their best marksmen in a fair fight ; 
and I have myself dealt single-handed with 
six,although the villains came like thieves 
in, the dark.” 

Ibrahim Shehem was requested to re- 
concile this character with the issue of the 
great battle just recounted, wherein the 
despised tribe had so signalized itself. 

That,” quoth he of Tajiira, “ was a das- 
tardly surprise ; and WuUah^ had 1 been 
the invader with a handful of Banakil 
spearmen, there would have* been another 
tale to tell.” 

Has Ali, late sheikh of the cultivating 
portion of the Aussa population, some 
years since made an attempt to restore the 
exclusive rule to the Mudaito, and to this 
end headed a conspiracy sworn upon the 
Koran to plough the field no more until 
the head of the W6ema vicegerent should 
be exalted upon a pole at the city gate, 
and his body have been cast out to the 
nyenas. He was however waylaid and 


assassinated by Ibrahim Shehem Ahli, who 
received a wound in the cheek. The 
numerous scars which adorned the dimin- 
utive person of this hero proclaimed him 
to have made one in many an affray ; and, 
if his own account might be believed, all 
were honorably gained. Nevertheless the 
singular aversion that he displayed to pass- 
ing certain watering-places in broad day-, 
light, and his skulking port at Amadoo 
more especially, had tended not a little to 
confirm the disparaging anecdote mali- 
ciously narrated by his compatriots, rela- 
tive to the mode in which some of these 
much-prized distinctions had been acquired. 

The veteran Ali Arab had sat in gloomy 
silence during the early part of the conver- 
sation, but his light wicker cap started to 
the apex of his bald crown as he rose in 
wrath at the last vaunting words of the son 
of the Debeni. “ Heed not the empty 
boast of that braggart,” he exclaimed, with 
boiling indignation, forgetting his wonted 
taciturnity — “Biuve as the lion’s whelp 
are the hardy children of Yemen, and but 
for the cowardly desertion of their false 
allies there would have been a different 
issue to the fell night at Aussa. Do the 
W6ema to this hour not pay tribute to 
Zeyla in acknowledgment of the assistance 
rendered! The event was written in the. 
sealed volume of Fate. The decree of the 
Almighty was fulfilled. But, lest you 
should have believed the disparaging state- 
ments of this vain-glorious scorner, I will 
even recount tlie misfortunes of a cam- 
paign fraught with sad disaster to my 
kindred.” 

Uttering these words, he led the way to 
his inciosure, reared of bales of the most 
costly wares which had been committed to 
his tried integrity ; and there, seated upon 
the rich shawls of Cachemire, 6r upon the 
choicest manufactures of the British loom, 
the party, provided each with a tiny cup of 
most potent coffee, gave ear in silence to 
the old man’s tale, which in the two en- 
suing chapters shall be presented in the 
form that would appear best calculated to 
afford a picture of warfare in the Desert. 



CHAPTEE XXIII. 

AHAB MAECH OVER THE TEHA]\IA. 

All was hustle and confusion in tlie 
small sea-port town of Zeyla. Camels 
were screaming as the well-filled sacks 
were tied tightly upon the saddles. The 
idle portion of the population had assem- 
bled to admire the pride and pomp of war 
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Women were running to and fro with mom 
than usual briskness, to deliver some for- 
gotten package to a body of men who stood 
under arms in the market-place ; and 
crowds streamed to join the group through 
the narrow bazaar, which had keen lit up 
for the occasion, whence arose a confused 
hum of higgling and barter, as each last 
want was supplied by the merciless Hin- 
doo trader, on the credit of a successful 
return from the foray. ' 

A motley diversity prevailed in the age, 
dress, arms, accoutrements, and bearing 
of the assembled party j but the turban and 
the checked kilt, the frequency of the long, 
ornamented matchlock, and the thousand 
Strange-fashioned leathern pouches and 
pockets, dangling from evefy part of the 
person, proclaimed the presence of a body 
of warriors of the Faithful. And more 
than sufficient for tlie sultry climate was 
the cumbrous attire of the foreign merce- 
naries. Every color of, the rainbow had 
been appropriked to their full varied vest- 
ments. Red, and yellow, and green, sur- 
mounted the dark, elf-like locks of the 
soldiers of Yemen ; knives and long heavy 
swords glittered in their rich shawl waist- 
cloths ; and the national cloak of Arabia, 
clasped across the tawny breast, floated 
gayly over each stalwart frame. 

Numerous mules stood ready saddled in 
the busy square, and many were the long 
provident bags and water-skins strapped 
behind each high wooden cantle. The 
band had not been engaged to act as cav- 
alry, but Arab troops are somewhat self- 
willed as to their tactics and style of move- 
ment, and at no time relish interference in 
any of those little private arrangements 
which they can afford for their personal 
comfort. 

The gray eye and the grisly beard of the 
veteran Irom Plejaz, and the fierce glance, 
and the long raven hair of the inhabitant 
of Medina, were exhibited together under 
the light of a blazing fire ; and it might 
have been observed that the strongest cur- 
rent of female attention set toward the 
spot where the youth were collected, ham- 
mering the hard bullets down their rusty 
matchlocks. 

“ God is^ great I” ejaculated a gayly-be- 
decked stripling, as he added an extra 
pinch of powder, for good kck, to the hand- 
ful already poured into his long ciilverin. 
“Bring me a lion, tliat he may feel the 
hands of the mighty, and InshaUdk I if the 
leader of the expedition be of ray mind, we 
shall not return empty-handed to have our 
beards laughed at by these fat kafirs from 
Hinde, Better were it to quaff at once the 


waters of immortality. But alas ! Amru ! 
the star was little on the ascendant when, 
forsaking the pleasant teri'aces and the 
cypress-waisted damsels of Mocha, thy 
stupid head dreamt of receiving two piastres 
a day from the treastiry of the sheriflb, or 
of being cooped up with infidels in a perfect 
upon earth.” 

This speech was received with consider- 
able applause, for the re'is amru was well 
liked by his comrades in arms. Jokes 
passed freely among the youth, who 'were 
all in high good-humor at being released 
from the dull stupidity of a hot garrison; 
and each talked gayly of his future deeds 
of prowess, although as yet nothing had 
transpired as to the nature or olijeet of the 
enterprise! 

But the veterans were crowded together 
in a mass, and their scowling downcast 
looks betokened little satisfaction in the 
coming march. A one-eyed ancient, who 
had witnessed as many fights as the re- 
maining locks upon his wrinkled head, was 
employed in grinding a notch from his long 
sweeping sword, while be ever and anon 
gave vent to his spleen and displeasure. 
“No good can ever come of intercourse 
with these unbelieving savages,” growled 
the old man to a fellow grumbler. “ The 
skulking sons of the Debeni have been in 
close conference with the ameer ibr the ‘ 
greater part of the day ; and the youth 
Osman is not the leader to conduct a party 
of the Faithful among the deserts and the 
hills of this parched land. Blood will flow 
from the veins of these hot-headed strip- 
ling’s, crimson as the cloth which flaunts 
head-gear. Ay, and the dream 
of the last night can be now easily inter- 
preted. Listen to me,” he muttered in 
lower accents ; “ I dreamt oi the pleasant 
lands of Saba, and saw the sparkling wa- 
ters flowing over the bright green turf. 

1 he tribe of my fathers had assembled to- 
gether, and the ■ hail, welcome, may your 
an-ival be happy,’ came, soothingly to rny 
weaiied ear ; but an impassable guff yav’p- 
ed at my feet, and the cold touch of the- 
dread Azrail startled me from my slum- 
bers. Nevertheless if we be fated to per- 
ish by the hand of the savag’e, it shall never' 
be said that old Easim All was the man to 
oppose his destiny.” 

In good sootli the authorities had been, 
sued tor assistance by their friends the 
Woema; and as immunities, and privi- 
ieges, and certain per centage upon all 
slave caravans, were the mducements art- 
fully held out by the sagacious tribe, the 
proffered allmce had been eagerly accept- 
ea, iiie Woema deputation departed at 
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sT^nset, after the ratification of the treaty ; into the lone waste, the loose discourse and 
and a few of their scouts were alone left the merry laugh gradually failed, and in sad 
to serve as guides through a country hith- and gloomy silence they trod on for hours^ 
erto un traversed by any Arab inhabitant sinking in the deep hot sand, or stumbling 
of Zeyla. among the black blocks of lava which were 

Three-quarters of the entire garrison thickly strewed over this tract of fire. , 
were ordered for immediate duty. Gun- The ominous bird of night flitted from 
powder, balls, and coflee, , had been handed left to right and hooted mournfully from a 
out during the afternoon, together with a bare tree, as tbe gallant train swept past 
promise of arrears of pay on return; and. the last watering-place in the Waddy of 
as the moon raised her broad disk above Takoosha; and manya“^^?MZk7i”waspour“ 
the still expanse of the Indian Ocean, the ed forth, as the herds of antelope bounded 
party remained grouped as above related, along the same evil and portentpus tracky 
awaiting in the market-place the arrival of as if pursued by the exulting demon of 
their leader. destruction. ^fMan proposes hut God 

The impatient Osman, accompanied by disposes,” muttered those whose secret 
tlie ameer and all the holy men of the town, misgivings were heightened by these prog- 
shortly relieved them from suspense. His nostics : the heart of .the bravest quailed 
scarlet floated over his shoulders, and under the accumulation of unlucky omensy 
the gold of bis head-dress sparkled in the and all felt for the moment, that they were 
beams of the pale orb, as he placed him- doomed men. 

self at the head of the party to receive the Little order prevailed along the motley 
•‘Salaam Aleikuin” of his officers. line. Mounted on his mule and wrapped' 

The young chief had lately arrived from in his own dark thoughts, Osman led the 
the opposite coast to take the military com- van, and a group of light-limbed W6ema 
mand, but his proud and reserved bearing who clustered round, the chief, pointed out 
had gained neither the respect northegoocL the direction of march. No vestige was 
will of his inferiors. Stories were wins- there of a pathway, and the dark ravine 
pered about that an. evil star presided over and the lone hill were passed in weary suc- 
his destiny, and that the settled gloom on cession, as each camels and mule, and man 
his swartiiy brow was, caused by the con- ,on foot, struggled along during many hours 
tinued tissue of ill-luck which had hitherto of the hot night A few pools of standing 
blasted his every aspiration after fame. water left by a providential shower of rain 
His quick ear had caught the murmur- were at len^h selected as the first halting- 
ings of the discontented- “Dread not place, and, worn-out and dispirited, the sons 
events unknown,” he exclaimed, as he cast of Yemen, piling their heavy fire-arms, sank 
a withering glance over the group. “ Be to sleep upon the bare ground, 
not down-hearted, for the fountain of the The tract of country extending from the 
water of life is involved in obscurity. De- coast to Eamudele is a bare and joyless 
file not the spring of hope with the dust of desert, where water is to be met with only 
despondency, for, praise be to God ! the at long intervals, where little food is to be 
creator of the universe, if ye walk even procured either for man or beast, and where 
into the dens of the lion or the pard, they the heat is like the breath of the glass fur- 
wili not tear you save on the destined nace. But Arabs are accustomed to the 
day.” arid regions of their own stonyTand, and 

Then raising his voice Osman shouted as they feed like famished wolves when 
aloud, “ >Sfeero,” move on in the name of food is to be obtained, they can, like those 
the Prophet. “ May Allah be with you! gaunt animals, endure the extremity of 
May Allah watch over you !” solemnly fasting. The morning sun roused the party 
chanted the chief moola as he waved the to renovated strength ; and as the news 
holy book in the air. The troops poured spread through the camp that the rich town 
through the gateway, and sweeping slowly, of Aussa was the object of the enterprise,, 
like a thick cloud, along the face of the and that a large force of the Woema had 
plain, were soon lost in the darkness of the assembled to cooperate in the attack, no 
desert. bounds were set upon the extravagant bra- 

There be aWays some ardent spirits to vadoes uttered. Amru, as he strutted along 
raise the drooping mass; and in the com- with his turban placed jauntily upon his 
menceraent of a march, as in the beginning head, declared that even the gardens of 
of life, even the most downhearted feel a Mocha and their rose-scented /loitWs might 
spark of hope as to the happy result. But be improved by a man of taste, if provided 
after the first burst of enthusiasm was ex- with the requisite means ; while the grum- 
pended, and the troops were fairly launched > biing old Kasim and his compeers? cheering 
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up for the moment, commenced a calcula- 
tion as to the probable gain to be derived 
from sundry captives, with which on their 
return they had resolved to fill the market. 

But although a degree of hilarity had 
been thus restored throughout the host, the 
black cloud still hung over the brow of its 
leader. No friendly footing v/as establish- 
ed with his followers ; no word of encour- 
agement proceeded from his lips. Orders 
and arrangements were given in the cold, 
cairn tone of desperation, and a feeling of 
coming evil shook each sturdy frame, as he. 
strode in moody silence to his accustomed 
station in the line of march. . 

For seven weary days did they manfully 
toil through the blank dreary desert, where 
Nature had spread wide her plains of bar- 
renness, and where the image of utter deso- 
lation was but seldom disturbed by the 
appearance either of man or of vegetation. 
The heat of the day caused the lips to peel. 
The poisonous wind dried the marrow in 
the bone ; and at rare intervals indeed, some 
tiny encampment of the wandering Bud- 
doo alone cheered the site uf the stagnant 
pool. A few camels dotted the unbroken 
expanse of the forbidding plain, and here 
and there a withered acacia threw her 
thorny limbs wildly into the hot atmo- 
sphere. 

The camp of the W6ema was pitched 
at Ramudele, and far on either hand as 
the eye could' compass, stretched along 
the low belt of bushes which mark the 
course of the river Chekaito. A con- 
fused mass of fragile mats, and animals, 
and human beings, lay huddled together. 
From the midst of the disorderly array 
arose a thick forest of broad-headed spears ; 
and as the men clustered in hundreds to 
greet the arrival of their allies j the ferocity 
of their appearance elicited universal ap- 
plause. The indomitable spirit of savage 
independence shone in their dark lustrous 
eyes ; and their lank, but well-moulded 
figures, were surmounted by the white 
ostrich-feather drooping gracefully over 
the matted hair, the token of bloody, prow- 
ess in the fight. 

In barbarous profusion an ample enter- 
tainment stood ready prepared. Large 
messes of meat and dishes of melted ghee 
were smoking in every quarter of the 
camp; and after the welcome had been 
received from every hand, Osman retired 
with the sheikhs of the tribe to their tem- 
porary domicile, leaving the Arab host to 
resign themselves to enjoyment, and to 
rest after their long and weary inarch over 
the frightful Tehama. . 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

MASSACB.E OF THE FIVE HUNDEED. 

Feasting and amusement wiled away 
the hours until the appointed day, when the 
necessary reinforcements having joined, 
the entire force moved hurriedly off to- 
ward the unsuspecting object of attack. 

On the third morning of their march 
the hills of Bugodlee were crossed, and 
the smiling valley of Aussa was seen 
peacefully stretched at the feet of the in- 
vaders. Nothing could exceed tlie beauty 
of this oasis in the desert, so strangely 
expanded between two gigantic moun- 
tains ; the crest of the one frowning black, 
broken,, and abrupt, while the other rises 
in steep but gradual turfy acclivity to the 
very summit, whence rich indeed was the 
wide prospect displayed. 

Green fields extended far as the eye 
could see. Flocks quietly ranged among 
the grassy nooks, and four lakes, imrufiled 
by a breeze, reflected back the Iris rays 
of the morning sun upon the broken sides 
of the wooded hills. Hemmed in by fan- 
tastic ranges, the river Plawash threaded 
the upper portion of the long valley like 
a cord of silver, and rushing into the broad 
expanse of Lake Hilloo, at length found, 
rest for its troubled waters in the deep, 
mysterious basin, from which no visible 
stream adds its tribute to the blue ocean. 

The city of Aussa was pleasantly sit- 
uated on the upper extremity of the lake, 
and its low, conical, thatched roofs were 
half concealed among the towering ver- 
dure of the. shadowy trees. As the host 
crowned the opposite hill, iierds of beasts, 
and crowds of human beings, streamed 
from every side through the stout hedge 
of thorns that encircled the wall, and the 
voice^ of the muezzin rising fointly from 
the distant mosque, summoned the inhab- 
itants to prayer in this most unlooked-for 
tribulation. 

Confident of success, and exuithig in 
their own numbers, and in the potent fire- 
arms of five hundred bearded allies, the 
savage host rushed whooping down the 
hill, their spears erect, and their souls 
hungry for the prey. But no shout re- 
sponded from the silent town of the Mil- 
daito, and no weapon glittered in Its 
defence. Already had the Woeraa form- 
ed in serried lines, and already were the 
eyes and the shields of the warriors agi- 
tated by those portentous revolutions 
which are the prelude to tlie fatal rush, 
when a portion of the thorn fence was 
quietly, drawn aside, and a band of aged 
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men stepped upon the intermediate plain. 
A green branch waved in their unarmed 
handsj and their venerable white beards 
flowed nearly to their girdles. The sages 
of Aussa, whose wisdom was “as the 
depths of the sea,” and who engrossed all 
the learning and holiness of the land, were 
there congregated together. The preju- 
dice of the savage was aroused, and the 
presence of men acknowledged, to whom, 
every dispute among the tribes had hither- 
to been referred, and whose decisions had 
been always most implicitly received. 
The cause of complaint, and the hope of 
plunder, were for the moment almost for- 
gotten, and every spear sank to the ground 
as sheikhs and akils advanced to the front 
to receive the message from the beleaguer- 
ed city. 

Assuming the posture of earnest en- 
tready, the elders of the Muda'ito were 
not sparing of their oily words : “ Ail 
ancient differences should be fully adjust- 
ed, and the Woema should depart to their 
own tents, loaded with the richest produce 
of Aussa as a free gift of its elders ; but 
the great conference could not be held 
until the morrow ; the chief, Yoosuf All, 
fvas absent, and a swift messenger could 
scarcely reach him before nightfall. Would 
the Woema meanwhile destroy the seat of 
learning and of religion? Would the 
son brandish the gory spear where their 
fathers were wont to fall prostrate in 
prayer ? If camels had been stolen, the 
thieves should be delivered over to punish- 
ment, and every point of dispute should 
be most satisfactorily arranged.” 

The chiefs of the Woema withdrew in 
order to deliberate apart,. and divers were 
the opinions given in the ensuing discus- 
sion. The fiery Arab urged an immediate 
attack, now that the enemy were unpre- 
pared and fully given into the hand of the 
spoiler ; but the words of mercy at length 
prevailed, and the terms having been ac- 
ceded to, the wily elders, as they took their 
departure, displayed features lighted with 
a grim smile o-f inward satisfaction. 

Higli raged the storm in the camp of the 
invading chiefs. Expressions of contempt 
were bandied back upon the term of cow- 
ard, with which Osman had taunted the 
. AdaYel conclave. Swords and creeses were 
drawn, and stout adherents were not want- 
ing with spear and matchlock to support 
their respective leaders. The veteran 
sheikh nevertheless contrived to still the 
troubled waters. Commanding his clan, to 
draw back, and be at rest, he succeeded in 
convincing the Arab that he was not to be 
forgotten in the forthcoming division of the 


spoil. Finally the parties separated in sul- 
len mood— the W6ema to ascend the hills 
of Hy Tunkbma, where they had resolved 
to rest among tlie rocky caverns, whereas 
the fearless sons of Arabia remained upon 
the open plain on which the angry dispute 
had taken place. 

, Meanwhile the town was in a state of 
hot fermentation. The few warriors who- 
were accideiitally at home, inflamed by the 
speeches of their respected elders, prepared 
quietly for the most desperate resistance. 
Swift-footed messengers stole out ever and 
anon through cuts and passages in the 
hedge, with orders to call to the rescue 
every member, of the tribe ; and the most 
fearful denunciations were prepared for 
any who should refuse aid in this the day 
of national distress. Onward over hill and 
dale sped the untiring scout. At his warn- 
ing voice the shepherd left his flock, and 
the hunter stayed his successful chase. 
Sheikhs and akils seized spear and shield^ 
and with all disposable force obeyed the 
hasty summons. Every encampment join- 
ed its quota to the fast swelling host, now 
streaming toward the valley of the deep 
waters ; arid long ere the moon raised her 
pale disk above the hills, full communica- . 
tion had been held with the city, and every 
arrangement was thoroughly matured for 
the attack. 

Blinded hy the feint of abject submis- 
sion, the doomed body of Arabs had en- 
camped upon the open plain. Little order 
or arrangement could be observed, and not 
a symptom was there of military vigilance-^ 
No watchful sentry paced his steady beat^ 
nor . had any disposition been attempted for 
safety or for defence. All had bivouacked 
on the spot where they happened to be 
standing, and after their appetites had been 
sufliciently appeased, the lazy partisans 
lay grouped together with their long pipes, 
talking over the pleasant hopes of the 
morrow;, or uttering the scornful taunt on 
the coward folly of their infatuated allies. 
The song and the keen joke of their dis- 
tant country occupied the first hours of the 
evening, and then the greater portion sank 
to rest upon the green sward. 

But the slumbers of many were of a 
disturbed and fitful nature ; and at midnight 
old Kasim Ali, whose advice, though un- 
graciously given, was generally attended 
to, repaired to the light pall under which 
reposed his leader. Osman was still awake,,. 
j and after listening to the words of the vet- 
eran, who predicted coming evil,, the first 
orders were given. Guards having col- 
lected under arras, matches were lit, and 
some preparation attempted for defence; 
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But the warning voice had come too late. 
The Mudaito host, crouching warily upon 
the ground, had glided like serpents along 
the dark plain till they had gained the re- 
quisite distance for the onset; and as if 
starting from the very jbowels of tlie earth, 
a countless array showed suddenly a brist- 
ling front, not one hundred yards from the 
encampment 

Short was the time allowed to awaken 
the drowsy soldiery. A hurried exclama- 
tion from the chief to stand like men, and 
a feeble cry from his followers in reply, 
was succeeded by the rush of the savages. 
Forward they came, carrying their broad 
spears erect, while their black ferocious 
eyes gleamed at the thoughts of blood, 
like the fiery orbs of the basilisk. A, vol- 
ley from the matchlocks only checked their 
progress for a moment ; and as the firing 
ceased, there arose to heaven a wild un- 
earthly yell, which was closely followed 
by the fierce shouts of men in contention, 
and by ail the sounds of terror, confusion, 
and despair. 

No walls or inclosures were there in 
that naked plain, or the sons of IshmaM, 
who well understand their defence, might 
have fought on more equal terms ; but 
overwhelmed by . masses of the reckless 
foe, and hemmed in on every side by ten 
times their own number, the struggle was 


but the effort of individual desperation. 
Dropping shots had continued for some 
time in all quarters of the straggling en- 
campment, and Mudaito spear still clashed 
heavily upon Arab scimitar, when the war- 
cry of the Woema rose pealingamong the 
cliffs. As the tramp of their footsteps was 
heard descending to the plain, a short res- 
pite was allowed. The assailants with- 
drew from the murderous onslaught, and 
the fainting hearts of the survivors again 
bounded with hopes of life. But transient 
indeed were their expectations of succor 
and assistance. The Wary eye of the 
Wuerna had scanned, even in that uncer- 
tain light, the overpowering masses of the 
foe that crowded the plain ; and suddenly 
wheeling round the shoulder of the hill, 
they disappeared like a wreath of the 
moniing'mist. - 

The Mudaito meanwhile, like huno-ry 
wolves, hemming in the devoted party, 
awaited only the dawn of day to complete 
its destruction. But the remnant of the 
Arabs who had escaped now first found 
leisure to close their ranks ; and, takino- 
up a position at the foot of the isolated 
Jebel Gurraah, they resolved to sell their 
lives as dearly as possible. Osman, wound- 
ed and bleeding, was still alive j himself, 


with Kasim AH and about fifty men, being 
all that survived of the gallant live hun- 
dred who had marched from Zeyla. The 
excruciating pangs of thirst were added to 
tlie tortures of creese and spear-wound : 
and in this, their last extremity, the sol- 
emn prayer arose to the Prophet of the 
Faithful, as of men whose hours were 
numbered. 

As the day broke, Kasim volunteered to 
carry a message of capituiation to the sav- 
age army ; and reposing full confidence in 
the white cloth waving in the hand of the 
veteran, each anxious eye was strained in 
the direction of his footsteps. Received 
in moody silence by the MiidaVto band, a 
ferocious savage was about to drive a 
spear-blade through his unfiinching breasi , 
when the son of the shei'kh bounded sud- 
denly to his side, and warding off the de- 
scending shaft, seized tlie hand of the old 
man, kissed it with every reverence, and 
addressed a few words to the tribe. In 
days gone by the youth Boorhan Jiad been 
saved under the creese by the son of Ye- 
men, and gratitude, rarely found in tlie sav* 
age, now paid her outstanding debt. 

The veteran’s overtures of surrender 
having been received, he turned again to- 
ward his comrades, but a fearful sight fell 
on his sickening gaze. Two large bodies 
of tlie enemy had, in the interim, stolen 
round the hill, and clustering upon the very 
edge, were already swarming unseen to the 
last attack. V ain were his frantic gestu res 
to direct the attention of his doomed com- 
rades to the coming storm ; he was seized 
and pinioned in the iron grasp of a multi- 
tude, and the succeeding rush was as the 
burst of the overchargea thunder-cloud. 

And feeble was the defence made by 
men weary, and thirsty, and unprepared. 
With an appalling whoop, the triumphant 
savages soon joined the ranks of their 
sheikh, and not one turbaned head remain- 
ed visible above the wide plain. All had 
found a gory pillow in a far distant land. 
Creese and matchlock, mingled too'ether 
plentifully strewed the ground ; and ciutdi- 
ed in the cold hand of each grim warrior, 
lay the long Arab sword, dripping to the 
hilt in the blood of the assailant. 

The acacia still throws her scanty shade 
over the bones that whiten on the scene of ' 
this conflict. Althoughof the same per- 
suasion as the invaders, the men of Aussa 
could neither foigive their most unprovok- 
ed attack, nor consign to a quiet restin<y- 
piace the remams of the true believers, 
i he severe loss they too had sustained, 
still keeps the wound festering, for well 
indeed in that fatal niglit had been upheld 
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the character of the sturdy children of Ye- 
men. Taken by surprise and at every dis- 
advantage, each had fought on fiercely to 
the last ; and although broken matchlocks 
and rent shields dangle in the mosques as 
trophies of their defeat, many a Mudaitto 
mother long bewailed the loss of a beloved 
son, and many a bereaved widow mourned 
the absence of her liege lord, who return- 
ed not from the valley of the deep waters 
of'Aussa.'"'.:'^^ ' ■ 



'CHAPTER XXV, 

FIALXJ, A DEN OF TIHEVES IN THE WpEMA 

TEUEITOEIES. BAEXJEXJDDA AND KILLITL- 

LOO. 

Aftee a march of three miles on the 
22nd, over a stony table-land thickly strew- 
ed with the never-ending basaltic boulders, 
the caravan entered the . territory of the 
Hanakil tribe W6ema, under the uncle and 
father of Mohammad Ali. A desolate hol- 
* low passed on the way, which appeared in 
the rainy season to form an extensive pond, 
was enlivened by four bee-hive-sha;ped 
wigwams, placed, as usual, on the site 
where large hot stones were most abtin- 
dant, and tenanted by goatherds, whose 
numerous fiocka were being driven forth 
to graze by the Bedouin females. Their 
supply of water is derived from a seques- 
tered pool, occupying a deep, narrow, pre- 
cipitous ravine, which abounds in the ,Hy- 
rax, and boasts of a few trees not dissimilar 
from the Casuarina. Bearing the eupho- 
nous title of Korandudda, this gully wound 
at the foot of the high terrace selected 
for the encampment — another right drea- 
ry plain, covered with volcanic pebbles, 
among which the dry yellow gi*ass peeped 
out in scanty tufts. 

No traveller through the bleak barren 
country of the Ada i el, can fail to appreciate 
the simile of “ the shadow of a rock in a 
weary land for a tree is indeed a rare 
phenomenon — and when a few leafless, 
branches do greet the eye, they are studi- 
ously shunned, upon the same principle that 
induces the savage to eschew the immedi- 
ate' vicinity of water. A few straggling 
p,cacias occupied the valley of Pialoo, half 
a mile to the southward, which is the usual 
encamping ground, and here were large 
herds of cattle, eccentrically marked and 
brindled, and glorifying in superb horns 
Taking gracefully from the brow, A fat ox 
was purcliased without difficulty, together 
with a supply of fresh milk, which, if not 


improved by confinement in a greasy skin 
bag, proved nevertheless an extraordinary 
luxury. 

One of the retainers of Mohammad Ali 
was now dispatched to acquaint Ali Abi of 
the arrival of the kafilah. It had all along 
been promised that, after entering the ter- 
ritories of theold sheikh, every danger was I 

to cease, but the goal now gained, the conn- J 

try proved to be a perfect nest of hornets. * J 

The thieving propensities of the Galeyla | 

Mudaitohaving been lately exercised upon i 

the \^ema, it had been resolved to inflict I 

summary chastisement, and ragamuffins : 

were collecting from all quarters, prepara- j 

torytoa ^ goom.*’’ From morning till night j 

the camp and tent were unceasingly ‘ | 

thronged with scowling knaves, among • 
whom were several of the Eesah — ^their | 

heads decorated with white ostrich plumes 
in token of having recently slain an antag- , 
onist in single combat, or more probably | 

murdered some sleeping victim, | 

Toward evening a gang of the Abli, 
whose chieftain is appropriately, surnamed J 

Jeroaa, or “the thief,” made a desperate, 
attempt to carry offi the best horse, upon 
which they had strongly set their affec- 
tions ; but tdie rogues were fortunately ob- j 

served by the lynx-eyed Kakoo, henchman | 

to Mohammad Ali, just in time to admit of | 

the animal being recovered. The war-cry I 

caused ail to fly to their arms ; blows were I 

exchanged witfiout any blood lieing spilled, j 

althooghone of the Woema shields was per- I 

forated by a well-launched spear ; and the j 

ringleader of the horse-stealing gang, who j 

had thus narrowly escaped a mortal feud, j 

having been secured to a tree, was by his ] 

own tribe severely castigated, on the spbt^ 

A dense cloud of dust rolling along from 
the north-eastward, closed the day. Re-. ] 

volving within its Own circumference, arid j 

advancing on a spiral axis, it burst in full 
force in the very centre of the camp. The j 

tent fell on the first outpouring of its wrath, j| 

and the consistency being so dense as to * 

render it impossible to keep the eyes open, I 

the party were fain to take refuge beneath | 

tarpaulins, and stretched upon the ground ^ 

to listen with quick and difficult respiration, | 

until the whirlwind had expended its vio- 
lence among chairs, tables, and bottles. A | 

few drops of min ushered in the night which I 

was passed by a newly-entertained Bedouin j| 

guard in carousing upon the choice dates j 

of the embassy, a bag of which had been I 

unceremoniously put in requisition by the | 

ras, “ in order to keep the savages in good " | 

humor,’* or, in other words, to save them j 

the trouble of stealing it ; and the musket I 

announcing relief of sentries were discon- | 
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tinned by request of the same authority, 
lest the smell of gunpowder might have a 
prejudicial elFect upon tlie voracious appe- 
tites of the savages. 

Before dawn the chief of the nomade 
tribe Hy Somanli arriving with a hungry 
and dissatisfied retinue, a halt was pro- 


claimed, to the end that they also might be 
fed, pacified, and propitiated. The poten- 
tate was duly introduced by Izhak as a most 
particular friend, who had journeyed a long 
way for the express purpose of making the 
acquaintance of his English charge ; and 
a deep sense of the honor conferred having 
been expressed, it was ascertained that the 
secondary object of the visit was to inquire, 
by whose authority so formidable a party of 
foreigners were being smuggled through 
the coiintiy, and hov? it happened that they 
were suiFered to build houses Wheresoever 
they thought proper this last allusion 
haying referpce to the tent, which had 
again been pitched, and was very sapiently 
conjectured to be a permanent edifice. 

^ The “ Kafir Feringees"^ therefore eon- 
tmued to be objects of undiminished curi- 
osity during the whole also of this sultry 
day ; a greasy disorderly rabble, which oc- 
cupied the tent from an early hour, being 
continually reinforced by parties weary of 
the debate held immediately outside, which 
ksted until the going down of the sun. 
Each newyisitor, after staring sufficiently 
at the white faces, invariably exclaimed 
“ Nubeeo,” ‘‘ Ploly Prophet !” a mark of 
undisguised disapprobation, which was fur- 
ther elicited by every occurrence that did ‘ 
not exactly coincide with his nice ideas of 
propriety, such as eating with a fork, keep- 
ing^ the head cool under a hat instead of 
r a pound of sheeps’-taii fat, or blow- 
he nose with a handkerchief in lieu of 
the fingers. Paws were nevertheless 
incessantly thrust in at every door, accom- 
panied by reiterations of the Dankali verb 
“to give,” used in the imperative mood; 
the never-ending din of “Ba, Ba,” beincr 
uncoupled with any noun designative of the 
commodiw required~a proof that he who 
demanded was a ready recipient for any 
spare article that might be forthcoming. 

A long and tedious palaver, in whichvoices 
occayonaliy ran extremely high, at length 
■terminated in a general uprising of the sen- 
ators. Izh^k was seen curling his scanty 
side-locks in token of victory. The chief 
had become satisfied of the temporary na- 
pf.the tenement inhabited by the 
' Ohristian dogs,” after one or two of the 
savages had thrust a spear-blade throucrh 
the canvas ; and the malcontents havi^ 
a man been sufficiently crammed with 


dates, coffee, and tobacco, finally took their 
departure, chuckling at the success of the 
foray, and having ingeniously contrived to 
turn their time to account by stealing one 
of the mules. 

Many significant glances had been ex- 
changed over portions of the baggage that 
had unavoidably been exposed ; but a nio'ht 
of redoubled vigilance was cut short by a 
summons to relinquish sleep and beddmo* 
at two in the morning, and a march of six^ 
teen miles over a vast alluvial flat, con- 
ducted past the Bedouin station of Ulwilili 
to Barurudda, on the plain of Kelbili. The 
road led along the base of the low ran ®e 
of Jebel Eesah, through abundance of 
coarse grass, concealing lava pieces and 
volcanic detritus, the prospect being bound- 
ed by distant blue mountains, tovverino* to 
the peak of Kufial All. A korliaan rose at 
intervals, wild and noisy as his chatterino* 
kindred in the south ; but few other siras 
of animated nature enlivened the long, 
sultry march. In the gray of the morning, 
a solitary Bedouin horseman ambled past 
witk some message to the savages at Am- 
adoo, and from Mm was obtained the dis- 
agreeable intelligence, which subsequently 
proved too true, that not a drop of water 
existed over the whole wide plain within a 
day s journey ; and that the station beyond 
was thronged with tribes, collected- with 
their flocks and herds from all the country 
round, at this, the only oasis. 

After a hot, dusty day, the sky was ag§m 
overcast, -and sufficient rain fell to render 
every one wet and uncomfortable, without 
nliinff the pools, or checking the dire per- 
secutions of a host of cattle-ticks, which 
covered every part of the ground. Absence 
ot water led to another midnight march ; 
and. the moon affiirding little light, the 
road was for some time lost, though event- 
ually recovered, by the sagacity of a fe- 
male slave of Mohammad All's, when ail 
the lords of the creation wmre at fault. This 
amsel, who always led the foremost strinc? 
ot camels, was one of those frolicsomS 
productions of nature, which the wanton 
dame pawns on the world in her most 
^aughmg moods ; and the appearance ol 
ner daughter could scarcely fail to elicit the 
mirth of the most sedate beholder. A 
small round bullet head, furnished with a 
well-greased mop, and a pair of most brill- 
lant eyes, formed the apex of a fio-ure 
whicn, m ail other respects, was that of 
the concentrated Amazon, exhibitino- a 
system of globes, both before and behind 
^ tremulous vibration, as the 
short M legs imparted progressive motion. 

A- blue kerchief, tied jauntily over the 
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head — ponderous wooden ear-rings, fash- 
ioned on the model of Chub’s largest lock 
-—a necklace of white beads*, and a greasy 
leathern apron slung about the unwieldy 
hips, without any remarkable regard to 
decency — set off the corpulent charms of 
the good-natured Hasseinee, the exhibition 
of whose eccentricities in Europe, must 
infallibly have insured a fortune to the 
showman.:^' „ ■ 

The road continued to skirt the low 
Eesah range, for several miles, to the ter- 
mination of the plain, which becomes grad- 
ually shut in by rounded hills, inclosing a 
dell choked with low thorns, and tenanted 
hj ihQ galla-jiela^^ a strange species of an- 
telope, having a long, raking neck, which 
imparted the appearance of a lama in min- 
iature. As the day broke, flocks and herds 
were observed advancing from every quar- 
ter toward a common focus; and on gain- 
ing the brow of the last hill overhanging 
the halting-ground, a confused lowing of 
beeves and bleating of sheep, arose from 
the deep ravine below, while the mountain 
sides were streaked with numberless white 
lines of cattle and goats, ' descending to- 
ward the water. 

Arriving at the Wady Killuiloo, a most 
busy scene presented itself. Owing to the 
general want of water elsewhere through- 
out the country, vast numbers of flocks and 
herds had assembled from far and wide ; 
and they were tended by picturesque mem- 
bers of all the principal tribes of Danakil, 
composing the Debenik-Woema, as well 
as from & Eesah, the Mudaito, and their 
subordinate subdivisions. Dogs lay bask- 
ing on the grassy bank beside their loung- 
ing masters ; women, screaming to the 
utmost of their shrill voices, filled up their 
water-skins with an ink-black fluid, stirred 
to the consistency of mire, and redolent of 
pollution ; thousands of sheep, oxen, and 
goats, assembled in dense masses in and- 
around the dark, deep, pools, were under- 
going separation by their respective own- 
ers, before being driven to pasture ; and, 
with the long files that ascended and de- 
scended the mountain-side in every direc- 
tion, imparted the, bustling appearance of 
a great cattle fair. 

The temporary mat huts of all these 
nomade visitors who boasted of habitations, 
were erected at a distance on the table- 
land, to the soiithv/estward of this import- 
ant wady, which occupies a rugged rocky 

* The reader who may not be thoroughly satisfied 
with miles and. furlongs, as embodied in tHis narrative, 
is referred to . the Appendix, where they will be found 
detailed in a tabular form. . 

t e. camel“goat. 


1 chasm, opening Upon the Kellali plain, and, 
receiving the drainage of all the southern 
I portion of the Oobnoo range, disembogues 
during the rainy season into the lake at 
Aussa. Even during this, the hottest por- 
tion of the year, when the entire country 
elsewhere is dry, its rocky pools, embedded 
in soft limestone, tainted with sulphuretted 
hydrogen, and abounding in rushes and 
crocodiles, afibrd an inexhaustible supply, 
without which the flocks and herds of the 
entire arid districts by which it is sur- 
rounded, could not exist. 

To it the horses and mules of the em- 
bassy were indebted for a new lease of life, 
short though it proved to many. Two of 
the former and eleven of the latter, had 
already been left to the hyenas, in addi- 
tion to the animal feloniously abstracted 
by the Hy Somaiili, of the recovery of 
which Mohammad Ali affected to be san- 
guine. But although the pleasure of an- 
other meeting with the robber chief, where- 
upon he rested his delusive hopes, was 
shortly realized, and brought with it a train, 
of concomitant inconvenience, no mule 
was ever restored. Not one of these petty 
Adaiel tribes are subject to that abject des- 
potism which controls the turbulent spirits 
of the more powerful African nations, and, 
bad as absolute power must ever be ac- 
knowledged, often , tends to their ultimate 
improvement. The influence of a chief- 
tain is here little more than nominal. All 
affairs are decided in council by a majority 
of voices ; and, were it not for the fact, 
that, save during the existence of a com- 
’ raon danger, no component member of his 
clan works for other than individual ad- 
vantage, the wild and lawless community 
over whom he affects to preside, might in 
all respects be appropriately designated a 
republic. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

OMINOUS DEBATES AND INTOLERABLE DE- 
LAYS AT THE HALF-WAY STAGE. 

The. second knot in the string of the 
tedious journey had been unloosed by ar- 
rival at Killuiloo, which is considered 
exactly half way from the sea-coast to the 
frontier of xlbyssinia. But although the 
worst portion of the road was now behind, 
the embassy was destined to waste many 
days otf existence in this vile spot, amid 
annoying debates and discussions, most 
trying to the patience, which threatened to 
terminate so unpleasantly, as well nigh to 
result in the abandonment of the baggage. 
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as aftording the only prospect left of ever 
reaching the destination. 

From the very first moment of arrival, 
Izhak, whose sole object ever appeared .to 
be to render himself disagreeable, devoted 
Ills talents and energies to the establish- 
ment of a misunderstanding, upon the fri- 
volous grounds of Mohammad Ali having 
been suffered to distribute e smallquantity 
of tobacco, in order to get rid of some un- 
pleasant visitors. “ Who gave that man 
tobacco?” he captiously vociferated, boun- 
cing into the tent as soon as it had been 
pitched; ‘‘this is a piece of interference 
with my prerogatives, as ras el kafilah, 
which cannot be borne.” And the expla- 
nation afforded not proving at all to his 
satisfaction, he roundly declared his deter- 
mination of resenting the insult by throw- 
ing up the charge,- and returning with all 
his paid retainers to Tajura. 

Mohammad Ali being now in the* heart 
of his .own country, and having rendered 
himself extremely useful on the road, 
while his venerable rival had been, idle, 
seemed resolved to assert his claim to a 
share in the conduct of the caravan* Iz., 
hak as unflinchingly maintained his reso- 
lution, as brother to the Sultan of Tajilra 
— a point whereon he greatly piqued him- 
self— -to hold the reins exclusively in his 
own hands, or to decamp with the camels ; 
and the embassy, avowing themselves to 
be merely travellers, through the country, 
desirous of conciliating ali parties, and of 
interfering with none, maintained the 
strictest neutrality, and declined mixing 
at all in the dispute. 

It was already dusk when a visit was 
received from the three principal persons 
of the countless multitudes assembled. 
These were Ibrahim ibn liameido, aMl 
of the Hy Somauli, whose dominion ex- 
tends from Ramudele to Suggagedan ; and 
the uncle and father of Mahammad Ali — 
towit, Wayess ibn Hagaio, who divides 
with his brother Hagaio Lad, the govern- 
ment of the Dermela, the Woema, the 
Rookhba, and the Midgm, collectively ex- 
tending from Suggagedan to Waramilli — 
and Plajji Ali Mohammad, a hoary patri- 
arch of most venerable appetp-ance, com- 
monly styled Ali Abi. As tokens of good- 
will they brought oxen, sheep, and bags 
of sour milk ; but, owing to an obvious 
disinclination on the part of Izhak and his 
sulky colleagues to promote' conversation, 
the interview was extremely stiff; and 
dates, coffee, and snuff having been duly 
handed round, the illustrious visitors, sig- 
nifying an intention of discussing certain 
topics of importance which had yet to be 


adjusted, abruptly departed after the pol- 
ished fashion of the country, without going 
through the ceremony of taking leave of 
their entertainers. 

A vast concourse of armed natives, 
members of all the various tribes assem- 
bled, had in tlie meantime convened imme- 
diately on the outskirts of the camp, where 
they continued during the whole night in 
a violent altercation, which periodical sup- 
plies of dates and tobacco proved quite in- 
adequate to allay. The discussion was 
shared by Izhak and by Mohammad Ali, 
with their respective partisans and re- 
tainers, and ;it continued during the whole 
of the next day ; meanwhile the tent being 
perpetually thronged with thieves and 
idlers, who purloined whatever fell in their 
way, and contrived frequent broils among 
themselves, which led to the drawing of 
creeses in the very centre of the encamp- 
ment 

Throughout the whole of the ensuing 
liight, and part of the day following, the 
wrangling among the tribes continued 
with little abatement or intermission, the 
litigants occasionally breaking into small 
parties, to hold private kaldms, and after 
much mysterious whispering, egain re- 
suming their seats in the general assem- 
bly. The question of precedence between 
the elders, already adverted to, and the 
propriety of suffering so large a party of 
armed Franks to proceed into Abyssinia, 
formed the principal subjects of discussion; 
and the prevailing opinion on the latter 
question Was, that all ought to be com- 
pelled to return, if not to be put to death, 
as unbelievers whose presence boded evil. 

But the opportunity was also .taken 
of arbitrating old feuds and squabbles. 
Elopements were investigated and ar- 
ranged, and all disputes and quarrels of a 
private nature fully dilated upon and di- 
gested. Hundreds of ruffians thus sat 
from the rising up of the sun to the going 
down of the same, and throughout the iiv^? 
long night, formed in a wide circle ; the 
chiefs and men of consequence in the 
centre, and the venerable Ali Abi, with 
thin floating snow-white locks, and highly 
ornamented weapons, seated as president 
of the council. During the lengthy dis- 
cussion of such a case, every spear stood 
erect in the hand of the warrior ; and on 
the decision being promulgated, the bright 
blades were lowered with one accord, a 
portion of the Koran was repeated, and at 
the termination of every verse, a general 
hum succeeding, the concurrence of all 
parties was chanted in a deep stem Ammn! 

Killulloo being the great mart between 
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the Bedouin tribes and the passing cara- 
I'ans, where the produce of their flocks is 
bartered for blue calico and other imports 
in demand, the news of the arrival of so. 
large a party caused an inpouring from 
every quarter, and each day presented at 
the rendezvous some new group of exact- 
ing chiefs to be propitiated, with a fresh 
train of thieving followers to be fed and 
kept in good humor. Every greasy scoun- 
drel possessed a vote in the congress, to- 
gether with the inclination to render 
himself obnoxious, and the ability to add 
his humbie mite toward the irksome de- 
tention ; and it therefore became requi- 
site to court popularity, and to canvass 
public favor as sedulously as at a general 
election for a seat in parliament. 

Ever and anon, a great noise and clamor, 
and the rushing, spear in hand, of all the 
idlers to one , point, proclaimed a gentle 
passage of arms among the savages, of 
which, nine times out of ten, a woman was 
the subject — some gay Lothario having 
been recognized among the crowd by an 
injured husband. But no sooner had the 
cold steel flashed from the scabbard, than 
the bullies were secured by the bystanders, 
and being perfectly au fait at the business, 
they were easily restrained from doing 
each other any grievous bodily harm, in 
one scuffle indeed, a hot-headed fool who 
had with singular want of discretion en- 
gaged in a quarrel at too great a distance 
from his companions, got his thick wig 
somewhat unpleasantly shaved to the skull 
a hand’s breadth or more—a fortunate^ oc- 
currence indeed, as it turned out, since 
the s i ght of blood had the instantaneous 
effect of closing the senatorial proceedings 
of the great Conclave, which had been all 
night sitting in deliberation, so that its 
members were yawning in a state of con- 
siderable exhaustion and owlish stupefac- 
tion. Tolo, the quarrelsome little warrior 
who thus suddenly adjourned the sessions, 
lost three of his front teeth by the hands 
of the husband whom he had injured in 
more ways than one — ^but he retained pos- 
session of the inconstant lady, and pub- 
licly pledged himself, that on his way back 
from Habesh, he would take measures 
which should set the matter at rest for 
ever. 

The arrival from Slioa of a slave caravan 
in charge of the son of Abdooi Rahman 
Sowahil, kazi of Tajura, added still fur- 
ther to the assembly in the persons of sev- 
eral hundred unfortunate children /Of all 
ages, who sought shelter from the fierce 
rays of the sun beneath the scanty trees 
which dotted the rugged basaltic valley of 
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Killulloo, or lay huddled together beneath ? 

the hot shadow of an impending columnar 
rock. Each carried a small gourd as a I 

water fiagon, and, although generally in i 

good spirits, some idea of the sufferings in 
store for these hapless beings could be 
formed by those who had just achieved the ; 

lower portion of the perilous and formida- 
ble road, ’ 

‘‘ Have all my children arrived in safe- i 

ty?’* inquired a corpulent old slave mer- 
chant who brought up the rear, tenderly 
accosting his mistress elect, and chucking i 

her playfully under the chin, as she flew ! 

to hold the bridle of his mule ; “ are all I 

my children well ?” “ Hiwidu-UIlahi’^ was i 

the rgply of the coy damsel, a really beau- j 

tiful Christian from Gurague, with long j 

raven tresses, and a very pensive expres- 1 

skm, who had been compelled to profess fjj 

Islamism. Honored with the caresses of 
her fat and bigoted purchaser, the poor girl n 

had been made responsible for a drove con- ; i 

sisting of three-score little sister slaves, all >■ ; 

distinguished like herself by a, tassel of I 

green beads in the .braided hair, and who jj 

were how about to he counted by their H 

“father.” 5; 

The son of the kazi having brought let- y 

ters from Abyssinia, was shortly, introduced 
by Hajji Kasim, own cousin to Izhak, and 
by far the most reasonable of the Tajura d 

party. Being in the course of conversa- ; 

tion, quietly interrogated touching the ,>1 

cause of the ras el kafilah’s continued irri- j 

tation^he turned at once to his companion, | 

'and solemnly adjured him bjr the beard of 4 

the Prophet to answer conscientiously the 
following questions. “ A head is a head, ® 

is it not, all the world over ?” “ Of cour^,” 
responded the descendant of the chief jus- 
tice, “there can be no disputing that fact.” 

“ A tail, too, is a tail, or I am much mis- 
taken,” continued the logician, pursuing 
his thesis,— and this axiom was also un- 
hesitatingly admitted.as beyond all contro- 
versy. “Well, then,” resumed Kasim, 
whose intellects had been sharpened by a 
pilgrimage to the shrine at Medina no s ii 

kafilah can/ Jossess two heads ; and ,so p 

long as Alf Mohammad, who is in fact tho f 

tail, Continues these underhand attempts l| 

to usufp the authority vested in the brother j 

of the Sultan of Tajilra, our acknowledged I 

bead, matters can never go on smoothly.” | 

The old man was quietly reminded that 
the raw tobacco, which had given rise to !| 

so much heart-burning, bickering, and dis- p 

pute, was the sole property of the British 1 

party, and that, with every deference to | 

Izhak’s supreme authority, some control [ 

, might with propriety he conceded to the Hj 
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owners over their own wares ;i3ut that as 
to any interference in the quarrel for the 
las el kahlahship, the thing was clearly 
impossible — ^the business having already 
been fully discussed and arranged with due 
Banakil patience, by the sultan, in some 
twenty tedious conferences with the camel- 
owners and chiefs of Tajilra. Izhak, who 
had been listening to this conversation with 
a dax*k scowl upon his brow, now entered 
as if by accident, twirling his scanty locks, 
and beaming with smiles ; proof of his re- 
storation to good humor being immediately 
afforded in the extension of his right hand, 
not to perform the usual ceremony of re- 
conciliation, but in view to the palm being 
filled with a sufficiency of Dr. Ruddiman’s 
Irish blackguard, to admit of indulgence in 
his favorite recreation. 

Hopes were now reasonably entertained 
of an amicable adjustment, the real cause 
of dispute having meanwhile been traced 
to a jealousy respecting the reward which 
it was conjectured the leader of the cara- 
van would receive at the hands of his 
majesty of Shoa, Mohammad Ali had 
already been privately satisfied upon this 
point; and Izhak, in order to strengthen 
his own claim, falsely asserted himself to 
have received by the kazi-s son a letter 
from Sahela Selassie, appointing the sul- 
tan of Tajilra to the charge of all his Eu- 
ropean friends who might desire to visit 
Southern Abyssinia. Sut the congress 
still sat as usual. The dispute arranged 
to-night was renewed at morning’s dawn, 
as though it had never formed the subject 
of deliberation ; and at a period when the 
near approach of rain in the higher regions, 
and the consequent flooding of the Ha- 
wash, rendered every hour one of the ut- 
most importance, not the slightest prospect 
of departure could be discoveredj beyond 
the oft-repeated assurance, as often fol- 
lowed by disappointment— « Bad hdkra In- 
Wallah , “If it pleas^e God, the day after 
tx>morrow,” 


^ CHAPTER XXyII. 

PEKSECXJTIONS OF THE GATHEEEn CLANS. 
FAETING INTERVIEW WITH THE AVAEI- 
ClOtJS CHIEFTAINS,. 

Throughout this period of irksome de- 
tention, the thermometer stood daily at 
112^, and the temperature of the small 
tent, already sufficiently oppressive, was 
rendered doubly unbearable by the unceas- 
ing obtrusions of the wild, dirty, unman- 
nerly rabble who filled the ravine, Impe- 


riously demanding, not suing for snuff, 
beads, and tobacco, with paper whereon to 
write charms and spells for defence against 
evil spirits, swarms forced in their greasy 
persons from the first dawn of day to the 
mounting of the guard at night. Treating 
the pale-faced proprietors with the most 
marked insult and contumely, they spat 
upon the beds, excluded both air and light, 
and tainted the already close atmosphere 
with every abominable smell. Not one of 
the greasy crowd could be persuaded that 
the “ cloth house,” as the tent was denom- 
inated, had not been each day-reerected 
solely for his individual use and accommo- 
dation. Many attempted with the ir creeses 
to curtail the much coveted blue calico 
with which it was lined, and one lank ruf- 
fian, who was detected leisurely searching 
for a peg whereon to hang the skin and 
entrails of a newly killed lie-goat, wrought 
himself into a positive fury on being ci\di- 
ly apprised that he must look for shambles 
elsewhere. 

Neither on the part of those composing 
the caravan was much privacy allowed 
during the sultry day, when seclusion was 
so highly desirable. Here, as throughout 
the march, offensive camel-drivers obtruded 
themselves without any regard either to 
time or season ; occupying the chairs, com- 
posing themselves to sleep in groups upon 
the beds or on the table ; and, while they 
picked their ears and teeth with the pens, 
or employed the knives in the pleasing 
operation of paring their filthy talons, 
spitting without remorse wheresoever they 
listed. Hating and despising a Frank with 
all the zeal of the bigot, they yet insisted 
upon shaking hands, on each intrusion, 
with^ the most scrupulous attention to 
Danakil etiquette, and witli unhesitating 
alacrity devoured the biscuits and swal- 
lowed the cofiee of the “ Christian dogs.” 

The despotic arrangements enforced by 
the ras el kafilah, although doubtless ma- 
terially conducive to his own personal 
convenience, and to that of his unaccom- 
modating followers, were, moreover, far 
from enhancing the comfort of the embas- 
sy. Boxes and bales, after having been 
unceremoniously dashed upon the ground 
in utter disregard of remonstrance or of 
the fragile nature of the contents, had on 
this occasion, as on the termination of each 
march, been piled in a circle, each compo- 
nent heap consisting of three sides of a 
square, which, with the addition of a few 
mats thrown over the top, formed a habita- 
tion Mly as commodious as a Dankali is 
u ^^^^stomed to. Any attempt to dis- 
xurb the economy of these tenements, by 
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leferring to the boxes employed in their 
construction, being regarded as an act of 
premeditated injury and insult, was stoutly 
resisted; and as no portion of the baggage 
once removed to the tent, was ever received 
again without a battle, the materials of 
comfort or occupation were very rarely 
obtainable. In the selection of his load 
at Taj lira, every self-willed driver had 
suited his individual inclination, and as no 
persuasion could now induce him to de- 
osit any portion in a spot where it might 
0 under surveillance, the provisions, 
laced beyond the reach of their owners, 
ut accessible to every hungry knave, 
were perpetually pilfered and purloined. 

Universal somnolency on the part of the 
hired guard, had rendered two Europep 
sentries and an officer of the Watch indis- 
pensable throughout the journey and in 
such a nest of robbers as Kiliulioo, the 
precaution was more than ever requi- 
site. In a fine climate, with a manly foe 
in front, a night watch is far from being a 
disagreeable duty. Here it was beyond all 
things annoying. Pacing up and down 
over the same retrodden ground, to keep 
the heavy eyelids on the stretch, in order 
to prevent the prowling^ Bedouin from pil- 
fering a bag of dates, or to detect the lurk- 
ing assassin, who in the dark creeps like a 
wild beast to perpetrate his dastardly deed, 
is but a sorry business ; and it was render- 
ed more particularly hateful from the rank 
offensive steam, which arose thick and hot 
from the small circle in which the beds 
were spread. Stifling exudations from the 
fetid mouths of one hundred and seventy 
camels that fed on the most disgusting 
rubbish, filled the suffocating atmosphere, 
which was impregnated with atoms still 
more vile from the rancid sheep’s-taii fat, 
wherewith every Dankali is so liberally : 
besmeared. ' 

Among the motley races congregated 
at this crowded watering-place, were the 
endless tribes of Adaiel, with broad-headed 
spear and shield of high antiquity — the 
coast of Somauli, armed with light lance 
and diminutive wrinkled buckler, scarcely 
larger than a biscuit — and his much dread- 1 
ed Eesah brother, carrying a long stout 
bow of the ancient form, with the double 
bend, and a quiver of poisoned arrows slung 
by a lion’s tail. These latter were by far 
the most conspicuous, as well as the most 
agreeable figures. Their togas, although 
not less filthy than those of their neigh- 
bors, were thrown more gracefully over the 
brawny shoulder ; their picturesque wea- 
pons were borne with an ease that habit can 
alone impart; and, notwithstanding that 


the white trophy floated over their raven 
locks in token of bloody deeds, nearly all 
boasted of laughing, intelligent, and far 
from unpleasing countenances — a delight- 
ful relief at all events from the scowling 
downcast look of the exacting, perverse, and 
impracticable Danakil. 

The W 6 ema, deeming unlawful the use 
of the bow in their own persons, maintain 
upward of one hundred Somauli archers, 
originally prisoners of war, who, although 
naturalized among their conquerors, retain 
their own language, and never intermarry. 
The hunting portion of the Eesah tribe, 
who are designated “ Bone,” usually carry 
a rude bamboo flute, the wild plaintive ca- 
dence of which is believed to charm the 
ostrich. Their hair, with the aid of - suet, 
is often dressed in the figure of the “ pud- 
ding” worn by children during their first 
lessons in the art of walking ; and deeply 
graven on the forehead of each are to be 
seen the masonic square and compasses. 

Universally skilled in woodcraft, the fe- 
, rocious subjects of ibn Para may be styled 
a nation of hunters, many being proprie- 
tors of trained ostriches, which graze du- 
i ring the day with the flocks in the open 
I plain, and have their legs hobbled at night, 

I to preclude wandering. These gigantic 
i birds are^ employed with great success in 
stalking wild animals, a trained donkey 
'being also in constant use — ^lashed below 
the belly of which, the archer is carried 
among the unsuspecting herd, when his 
arrows, poisoned with the milk of the 
ffwrbia arUif^MTum^ ded death on every 
side. 

It is to the skill of these wild Nimrods 
that the Danakil are chiefly indebted for 
their shields, which are manufactured of 
the thick hide of the oryx, here styled the ■ 
baeza. Two bucklers of a foot or eighteen 
inches in diameter, fetching each four tobes 
' of blue calico, value two dollars, are ob~ 

1 tained from the ' animals fore hand ; and 
; from the hind quarters are cut others of 
smaller dimensions, such as are in use 
among the pastoral Somauli. Ostrich fea- 
thers are also principally obtained from the 
Eesah : the unsullied plumes, when strip- 
ped from the fleet-footed bird, bein^ depos- 
ited fpr the convenience of carriage, in 
portions of the gullet cut to the proper 
length. -The process pursued by these 
children of the desert in the preparation of 
smaller fowls for the table, if not strictly 
in accordance with the directions of Dr. 
Kitchner, can, at all events, claim ingenu- 
ity. FVom some superstitious motive, the 
feet are chopped off with the €a;eese, and 
the carcase, undivested of the entrails, hav- 
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ing been incased in wet clay, is thrust into 
a hot fire ; on removal whence the feathers 
are left adhering to the paste, and in culi- 
nary phraseology, “the bird is done.” 

Crowds of Bedouin shepherdesses, and 
females belonging to all the various nomade 
tribes, were likewise assernbled in the Kii- 
lulloo ravine, and the cry of “ 
mirkiitr^ “ paper, paper !” was incessant 
on the part Qf the softer sex, who, with a 
licence unknown and a freedom unenjoyed 
by the daughters of Eve in other Moham- 
madan countries, were unremitting in their 
attendance and flirtations, without exciting 
the jealousy of their lords. From the lips 
of these damsels, Mahiss^, MaMss^niV^ 
^^Mamm UniV^ “ Good morrow 1” “How 
do you do ?” came not disagreeably ; and 
trinkets such as they loved, beiing civilly 
solicited, instead of imperiously demanded, 
the applicants were rarely unsuccessful. 

Among those who boasted of the most 
feminine and attractive appearance, were 
the fair partner and sister of Mohammad 
All — ^tlieir wedded and single state being 
as usual distinguishable, from the coif of 
blue calico which marks the wife, aiid by 
the long, uncovered, plaited locks of the 
maid. Assembling with many of the frail 
sisterhood at the doors of the tent, where 
numbers were usually lounging in careless 
attitudes, they one day demanded that the 
palm of beauty might be awarded. Un- 
willing to throw the apple of discord, the 
mirror was placed in their hands, that the 
coquettes might judge for themselves ; and 
after each in succession had started invol- 
untarily at the sight of her own greasy 
charms, and had defended the individual 
features whereof she was mistress, to the 
utmost of her eloquence and ability, the 
verdict was finally found in favor of the 
virgin daughter of the venerable old 
sheikh. , 

Although the majority of the slaves im- 
ported with the caravan from Abyssinia, 
were of tender years,, and many of them 
extremely pretty, they did not excite that 
interest which might have b^en anticipated. 
Children accustomed to sorw fare and to 
. harsh treatment in their own country, they 
had very readily adapted themsel^s to the 
will of their new m’asters, whose Wious 
interest it was to keep them fat and ihgood 
spirits, I With' few exceptions, all were 
merry and light-hearted. Recovered from 
the fatigues of the long march, there was 
nothing but dancing, singing, and romp- 
ing ; and although many wore an air of 
melancholy, which forms a national char, 
acteristic, the little victims to a trafiic so 
;^|posed to every principle of humanity, 


might rather have been conjectured to be 
proceeding on a party of pleasure, than 
bending their steps for ever from their na- 
tive land. 

A very limited number of Shankelas and 
a few natives of Zingero excepted, the 
whole consisted of Christians and heathens 
from Guragu^j whence are obtained the 
“ red Ethiopians ” so much prized in Ara- 
bia. Kidnapping has consequently been 
there carried to an extent so frightful, as 
to impart the name of the unhappy prov- 
ince as a designation for slaves generally. 
Nearly all of both sexes, however, had al- 
ready become passive converts to the Mo- 
hammadan faith, and under the encoura- 
ging eye of the bigoted drivers, oaths by 
the false prophet resounded through the 
camp. Nine-tenths were females, varying 
in age from six to thirteen years, and all 
were clad alike in dirty cotton smocks of 
Abyssinian manufacture, adorned in some 
instances with cuifs of blue calico. Their 
long, dark tresses, elaborately greased, 
were plaited into thin cords, with tassels 
at the extremity, and interwoven about 
the head witli a band of colored thread, to 
which was suspended a distinguishing 
cluster of cowry shells. Bead necklaces, 
pewter ear-rings,. bracelets, and anklets, 
decorated the persons of the prettiest; and 
these ornaments, forming the stock in hand 
of the trader, are invariably resumed on. 
each bargain effected, in order to be trans- 
ferred to some victim hereafter to be pur- 
chased. 

Each slave was provided with a cruse 
of water, and had walked the entire dis» 
tznce accomplished from the heart of Af- 
rica, with an endurance that, in children 
especially of such tender years, was truly 
surprising. A very few only, who had be- 
come weary or foot-sore, had been mount- 
ed on mules or camels, or provided with 
ox-hide sandals, which in some measure 
protected their tender feet against tlie 
sharp lava boulders. The males, chiefly 
boys, had been intrusted with the charge 
of camels, and required no compulsion to 
render themselves useful ; and of the fe- 
males, some, who boasted personal charms, 
occupied the position of temporary mis- 
tresses. Pour large handfuls of parched 
grain, comprising a mixture of wheat, 
maize, millet, and gram, formed the daily 
food of each ; and under the charge of the 
most intelligent, the respective droves slept 
huddled together on mats spread upon the 
ground. Some surly old drivers or wanton 
youths there were, who appeared to prefer 
the application of the whip to the more 
gentle persuasion of words ; but in the tri- 
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fiiKg publishment inflicted, there was no- 
thing to remind the spectator of the horrcxrg 
of slavery as witnessed in the western 
world. 

Few caravans ever traverse the deadly 
Adel plains without losing some Slaves by 
the sultriness of the climate, or by the 
wanton spear of , the adjacent hordes. 
Three of the fat merchant’s children had 
been murdered shortly after leaving Abys- 
sinia; and at his instigation, a foray was 
now concerting among the united warriors 
of the two caravans, having for its object 
the destruction of the neighboring Wur- 
horo Galla, whose families were to be 
swept into captivity. In this unprovoked 
slave-hunt, the embassy were strongly 
urged to take part ; but positively refusing 
the aid of British muskets in furtherance ' 
of any such object, the project was finally 
abandoned, more especially when a huge, 
brawny Shankela, the property of the ka- 
zi’s son, was one morning discovered to 
have effected his escape during the night, 
doubtless with the design of carrying to 
the unsuspecting tribe a timely intimation 
of the gathering storm. 

Ominous kaldms^ meanwhile, went on 
as usual, and fresh reinforcements arrived 
to take share therein. Viliams of every 
degree continued to slide in as if hung 
upon wires, to stand cross-legged within 
the door of the tent until their curiosity 
was satisfied, and then to assume a seat 
in the congress. Hajji Abdallah and Eimi, 
the nephews of Aii Shemarki, listening 
by turns, brought hourly reports of the 
progress making toward final adjustment, 
and ^^Bohra^ InslidUali To-morrow, ; 
God willing I” — the now undeviating reply ! 
to every interrogatory relative to departure, ^ 
had become a perfect by-word in every 
mouth. At length, on the 28th, it was 
pompously announced by the ras el kafi- 
lah, that every point at issue had, bond 
fidcy been satisfactorily arranged — that the 
water-skins were to be filled in the even- 
ing, before the flocks and herds should re- , 
turn from pasture to trouble the pools — 
and that the journey was positively to be 
resumed betimes on the morrow. 

Upon this welcome assurance the three 
potent chieftains already named were again 
received, though with closed doors at their 
own request, in order that each might be 
invested with a turban and an honorary 
inantie of scarlet broadcloth, as rewards 
of their villainy. A most difficult point 
of etiquette had now to be overcome. The 
akil of the Hy Somauli, whose liege sub- 
jects had abstracted the mule fiom Fialoo, 
was the bosom friend and partisan of Izhak, 


while the illustrious personages who sat 
in regal dignity on either side were near 
and dear relatives of Mohammad Ali ; 
mid the rivals respectively watching with 
jealous eye every act that could be con- 
strued into favor or partiality, would infal- 
libly have fired at any preference shown 
in the presentation of the enviable distinc- 
tions from British government The 
presents were therefore placq^ on a table 
immediately opposite to the respective 
parties, and tlience simultaneously launch- 
ed with the same arm into the laps of the 
confronted recipients ; when each bundle, 
even to the envelope, being found the ex- 
act counterpart of the others, no grounds 
for jealousy or heart-burning could be de- 
vised. 

Misfortune had, during this interim, 
overtaken the “ sahib el bayzah,” the imp 
whose acquaintance was formed in the 
harbor of Taj lira. Detected in the mis- 
chievous dissemination of evil tales re- 
specting his clansmen, and in circulating 
others of an equally discreditable tenden- 
cy, purely the fruit of his own fertile in- 
vention, affecting the throng of Killuiloo, 
he had been taken to task by Abroo ibn 
Aboo Bekr, upon whom he drew his 
creese without further ado. The blood- 
thirsty little savage, who had not number- 
ed his fourteenth year, being seized, was 
tied to a tree, and most severely chastised. 
His passionate cries and shrieks under the 
lash had reached the tent during the inter- 
view now happily terminated, and no 
sooner was he taken down than be came 
blubbering to lodge his complaint. No 
satisfactory reply being elicited, the preco- 
cious youth unsheathed his knife, with * 
which he viciously went through the form 
of disembowelling a prostrate foe. His 
feelings thus relieved, he dried his eyes, 
and, with a significant toss of the head, 
remarked as he walked away, ‘^’Tis of 
no consequence, ‘ mcLphish^^ no importance 
whatever ; but by the grace of God I shall 
cut the throat of that cousin of mine, be- 
fore I am many days older T 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


EENEWAL Oy DEBATES BY IBRAHIM SHE- 
HEM ABLI, SURNAME!) THE DEVIL,’* 
FINAL ESCAPE TO WAEAMILLI, 


Affaies nevertheless began now to 
sume a more desperate appearance than 
ever. The night of this day of good 
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tidings setting in with a storm of dust, 
followed by a heavy fall of rain, a party 
of Bedouins scoured unperceived through 
the camp, and in spite of every precaution 
swept of* many articles of trifling value. 
Among the booty was a tub of sugar-, 
candy, which, on the hue and cry being 
raiseS, the rogues were fain to abandon, 
together with the bedding of one of the 
escort. An incessant bombardment of 
large stones was kept up during the whole 
night from the thick underwood in the 
vicinity, directed as well against the sen- 
tries on duty, who paced the same weary 
ground for the ten thousandth time, as 
against the sleepers, one of whom, having 
emerged for a moment from the tarpaulin 
which the rain had rendered indispensable, 
received a severe contusion. 

Mohammad Ali, in a . state of evident 
alarm, came as soon as the shower had 
abated, to say that there existed no pros- 
pect of the march being resumed in ac- 
cordance with the solemn promise of the 
ras el kafllah; and that feeling longer 
unable to answer lor the lives of the party 
among 'such a congregation of lawless 
ruffians, he was desirous of conducting to 
Shoa on horseback all who felt so disposed, 
leaving the heavy baggage to be secured 
by his father, as far as circumsfances 
would admit. Should matters unfortunately 
reach the decided crisis which, there seem- 
ed every reason to apprehend, the son of 
Ali Abi was clearly the staff whereon to 
rely, his intercourse with Europeans hav- 
ing rendered his mannejrs more frank and 
ingenuous than those of his selfish and 
shuffling rivals ; but although kaldms and 
altercations had again commenced, a 
sense of duty for the present precluded 
the adoption of his project. 

Morning of the 29th dawned upon ho" 
preparations for departure, and a fresh 
source of detention was indeed found to 
have arisen from a new claim for prece- 
dence put in by Ibrahim Shehem, the liti- 
gious member of the tribe of Abli, which, 
ranks in the Danakil nation next to that of 
Adali, to which the brother of the reigning 
sultan belongs. Another tedious day of 
insult and debate ensued; but the. question 
was at length disposed of by the congress, 
who decided the fiery little warrior to hold 
place second to Izhak in the conduct of the 
kafllah, to the exclusion of Mohammad 
Ali, through whose tribe the party were 
now to pass. 

Again it was announced with due form- 
ality that all matters at issue, were peace- 
ably and satisfactorily arranged, and seve- 
ral bales of blue calico, with quantities of 


snuff, tobacco and dates, having been dis- 
tributed among the weary disputants, they 
were finally induced to disperse, each car- 
rying his folded in triangular form, and 
stuck, as if in triumph of his plunder, like 
a placard, at the end of a slit stick. Ibra- 
himi ibn Hameido, aktl of the Hy Somauli, 
left, at his departure, a clump of twenty 
bold spearmen to escort the embassy to 
the Hawash ; and after shaking hands with 
eaoh of the European party, to the bene- 
diction “ Fee amdn illahy Bade the whole 
^^Tarikis suldmat^ Qod speed upon the 
road. 

Ibrahim Shehem Abli, appropriately sur- 
named by his compatriots Shaytan,” or 
“ The Evil One,” carried a great soul un- 
der a very diminutive person; and being 
a perfect Eoostura in his own estimation, 
was one of those who honored the humble 
tent of the embassy with a much larger 
share of his presence than could have 
been desired. No sooner was it pitched 
than the consequential little man strutted 
in as if by previous invitation, and, with 
an air that left no doubt as to the side on 
which he considered the obligation to lay, 
spread his mat in the least convenient po- 
sition that could have been selected to the 
lawful proprietors of the interior. By vir- 
tue of a claim.which it had heretofore been 
difficult to understand, he considered him- 
self entitled to the receipt of rations in ad- 
dition to the handsome pecuniary remune- 
ration extorted at Tajura, and to keep him 
out of mischief, he had daily obtained, in 
common with the ras el kafiiah, two large 
handfuls of rice. 

Elated by his recent advancement, he 
this evening, after sleeping some hours on 
the table, suddenly bounced upon liis legs, 
and assuming an attitude of mortal defi- 
ance, which his contemptible presence ren- 
dered truly diverting, exclaimed with the 
most exaggerated want of courtesy, ‘‘ You 
Franks do n’t know who I am, or you w^oiild 
treat me with more respect. I am Ibrahim 
Shehem Abli, who slew the chief of the 
Muda'ito in single combat, and” — placing 
the hand of one of his audience in a fr ightful 
chasm of the skull, which afforded ample 
room for three fingers and a half— ‘‘ here 
is the wound I received on that occasion. 
Do you conceive that I can always con- 
sent to receive the paltry pittance of rice 
with which I have hitherto been put off? 
Double the quantity immediately, and see 
that I have my proper share of dates and 
coffee too, or by the head of the Prophet 
we shall not long continue’ on our present 
friendly terms.” 

An Arab of desperate fortunes, the an- 
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cestor of this pugnacious little hero, is oiled, like wild ducks prepared for a long 
said to have concealed himself, clothed in flight. 

white robes, among the spreading branches On the last day of the month, after near- 

of a tree ; and his partisans having induced ly a week’s tedious detention in an insalu- 
the simple-minded villagers to repair to the brious and soul-depressing spot, surrounded 
spot in the dusk of- evening, the intruder, by black basaltic rocks, where little forage 
on being discovered, was accosted defe- could be obtained, where water, although 
rentially as a spirit. Revealing himself abundant, was extremely bad, and where 
under the character of a great Arabian the persecutions of prying savages, from 
warrior, who had slain his thousands in whom there was no escape, were unceas- 
the battle, the man of valor was entreated ing, the embassy was again permitted to 
to descend, and become one of the tribe j resume its march. ‘Every hour had seemed 
but to this he would by no means consent an age, and “ Galla gassetdi,^^ the well- 
uutil a pledge had been passed to recog- known cry to load, had therefore never been 
niiie him as its chief, and assign as his listened to with more heartfelt delight, 
own the whole extent of country visible Until after the rear of the string of camels 
from his elevated perch, which done, he left the ground, and Izhak was fairly seated 
was pleased to alight, and became the on his mule, it was scarcely possible to be- 
father of Braves. ’T is well for his pos- lieve that some fresh cause of detention 
terity that the experiment had not been would not be discovered ; but the debates 
made in a later day, or the cotton robe were at last over, and the litigants, weary 
would have been stripped from the shoul- of raising new objections, suffered their 
der of the warrior, and a lifeless trunk victims to advance in peace, 
been left beneath the tree to mark the in- The road wound up the Killulloo Wady, 
terview. and thence, over a barren rise strewed with 

Throughout the sojourn of the embassy obsidian, and with stones, the common pest 
at KilluHoo, Izhak had peremptorily insist- of the country, to Waramilli. An interest- 
ed upon the tent being struck at sunset, ing sight was presented in the line of march 
lest the display of so much white and blue of a tribe proceeding in quest of water to 
cloth might excite the cupidity of the Be- the northward— a long, line of dromedaries, 
douins, and the preparations making to horned cattle, oxen, sheep, and goats, in- 
carry this despotic order into effect, may terspersed by women and children, scantily 
perhaps have been the means of ruffling clad in leathern^ petticoats, and laden with 
the never very placid temper of his now the rude date matting of portable wigwams, 
second in command. The aversion of the or the still ruder implements of household 
ras eikafilah to anything like a habita- gear. While the females thus bore heavy 
ble structure being well understood, the burdens slung across their breasts or led 
unhoused party amused itself at his ex- the files of camels, upon which rocked the 
pense, by the erection of stone walls of long, raking, ship-like ribs of the disman- 
considerable extent, as a shelter during the tied cabin, the lazy lords sauntered ungal- 
coming night of rain. ‘‘In the name of lantly along, encumbered with naught save 
Allah, “ he” exclaimed, blustering up to the the equipment of spear and buckler; the 
spot, and kicking over a portion of the fa- ferocious aspect of all giving ample presage 
brie with the pointed toe of the very san- of the intentions entertained toward any 
dal that had suffered so severely during party less formidable than themselves. . 
the disagreeable debate at Ambabo,--“ in Total absence of water on the route 
the name of Allah and his Prophet what is usually pursued had determined the ras el 
the moaning of all this '? We shall have kafilah, after much discussion and delibe- 
our throats cut to a man if your people per- x*ation, to adopt the lower and shorter road, 
sist ill this folly : there will be no rain to- which, in consequence of the frequent fo- 
j55 rays of the Galia, had been for some years 

But the rain did fall in torrents, notwith- closed to caravans. But notwithstanding 
standing the assurance of the ras ; and al- that so much invaluable time had been lost 
thoughlhe ravine was now comparatively at Killulloo under such provoking circum- 
clear of ragamuffins, stones continued to stances, and that the march finally made 
rattle at intervals against the awning erect- thence fell short of seven miles, he again 
ed for the shelter of the European sentries, persisted in halting, thus affording to Haiji 
That portion of the party off duty, steamed, Ali Mohammad and Wayess ibn Hagaio 
after an hour’s drenching, under thick an opportunity of rejoining with a party of 
heavy tarpaulins, while the fluid glided un- troublesome Bedouins. The renewed dis- 
heeded over the sleeping persons of the cussions, which did not fail to follow this 
paid escort, who were well greased and influx of savages, together with the artful 
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assurances given of the danger to be appre- 
hended on the road selected, had nearly 
prevailed upon the unstable Izhak to take 
the kafilah back to Kiilulloo, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding by the upper road ; but 
Ibrahim Shehem Abli, stepping forward in 
his new capacity, drew his creese, and per- 
forming sundry not-to-be-mistaken ges- 
tures, swore vehemently upon the sacred 
Koran to rip up the kelly of the very first 
blockiiead who should attempt a retrograde 
step — his object doubtless being to thwart 
the views of Mohammad Ali, whose tribe, 
occupying the upper ground, would derive 
advantage from the transit of the embassy 
by that quarter. 

Waramiili is the usual encamping ground 
of a section of the Gibdosa Adaiel, but their 
place was fortunately empty. Completely 
environed by low hills, it proved insufiera- 
bly hqt; and no water was obtainable nearer 
than Wady Kiilulloo, now distant more than 
two miles from the bivouac ; but the- party 
were in some measure reconciled to deten- 
tion in this spot by the arrival from Tajdra 
of a special messenger, bringing letters 
which bore very recent dates. Neverthe- 
less the Dankali to whose hands the packet 
had first been consigned had nearly perished 
from intense heat and want of water in liis 
attempt to pass the Salt Lake ; and being 
compelled to relinquish his journey, had 
returned to the sea-port nearer dead than 
‘ftlive. 

Petty thefts without end were committed 
by the lawless rabble who had followed the 
caravan and located themselves in the im- 
mediate neighborhood. Ibrahim Shehem 
Abli, totally regardless of the character due 
to his exaltation, was detected in the very 
act of drawing a cloth with his loot over a 
pair of pistols, while he cleverly held the 
proprietor in conversation. His design was 
bo <>btain a jreward for their restitution—- a 
trick in common practice by the camel-dri- 
vers and hired escort ; and* this was by no 
means the first exhibition of his own kna- 
very. But it was some consolation to per- 
ceive that, although the Pranks were of 
course the principal sufferers, depredations 
were not altogether restricted to their pro- 
perty. Numerous shields and cloths were 
abstracted from too confident BanS-kil ; the 
ras el kafilairs sandals were purloined • 
and at the going down of the sun, a procla- 
mation went forth through Ibrahim Bur- 
hanto, the common camp-crier, that Wayess 
ibn Hagai'o, akil of the W oema^ having 
lost his spear, all parties possessing know- 
ledge of the nefarious transaction were re- 
quired to give information of the same to 
the proprietor, as they hoped to prosper ! 


CHAPTER XXIX, 

NAG-A KOOMI. MEINHA-TOLLI. MADERA 
DUBBA, AND SULTELLI. 

Two windy nights, during which it blew 
a perfect hurricane, were passed in una- 
bated vigilance, owing to the number of 
ruffians lurking about the broken ground, 
the waters whereof tumble in the rainy 
season into the rugged chasm of Kiilulloo. 
At an early hour on the 2n(l of July, a 
voice went through the camp, summoning 
the slothful camel-drivers to bestir them- 
selves ; and the incessant growling of their 
disturbed beasts, which arose in various 
keys of dissatisfaction from every part of 
the circle, followed by drowsy Danakil im- 
precations, and by the merciless dismant- 
ling of huts, to the destruction of bales 
and boxes, presently announced that the 
work of loading had duly commenced. 

A march ot fifteen miles over a country 
more level than usual, though sufficiently 
rough and stony withal, led through the 
Doomi valley to Naga Koorai. An abutting 
prong of land, under which the road wound, 
was adorned with a cluster of bee-hive- 
shaped huts styled Koriddra, and at its base 
the hahamodendron myrrlia grew abund- 
antly,— the aromatic branches furnishing 
every savage in the caravan with a new 
too th-brush, to be carried in the scabbard 
of the creese. The encampment occu- 
pied a wide, dreary plain, bounded by the 
high mountain range of Jehel Feeoh ; and 
although water was said to exist in the 
neighborhood, it proved too distant to be 
accessible. 

The ras el kafiiah, at whose hands the 
Pranks experienced about the same amount 
of respect and tolerance as a rich Jew in 
the days of Cceur de. Lion, here imperious- 
ly demanded daily rations of rice and dates 
for the band of spearmen left as an escort 
by the akil of the Hy Somauli; and on 
being informed that this very unreasona- 
ble request could not be complied with, in 
consequence of the tedious delays on the 
road having reduced the supplies so low 
as to be barely sufficient to last to Abys- 
sinia, his brow became suddenly overcast, 
be relapsed into bis wonted ill-humor, re- 
jected a tendered sheep with indignation, 
and flung out of the tent in a passion. 

It rained heavily during the greater part 
of the night, and an early summons to 
rise found the party again drenched to the 
skin. The inclement weather had not by 
any means tended to restore Izhak to 
smiles ; and his mats having proved quite 
insufficient to preserve him from full par- 


WHISTLING FORBIDHHN. &% 

ticipation in the pleasures of the noctur- the close of which the advantage was 
nal bath, the effect upon his temper was gained, and the “ red house’^ routed, 
but too manifest. “ Do n ’t whistle, do n^t A sheep being sent for as usual in the 
whistle!” he exclaimed with a sneer to evening, from the dock belonging to the 
one of his charge, who was so amusing embassy, the ras el kafilah stoutly assert- 
himself witliiii hearing ; “ what are you ed that the whole had been transferred to 
whistling for? I have loaded the camels himself for consumption by the escort of 
under a prayer fmm the sacred Koran and Hy Somaulh andalthough eventually cora- 
you are doing your best to break the spell, pelled to relinquish one, he did so with an 
and call up gins by your whistling. * La extremely bad grace. Thunder and light. 
mahiUalluh.woMohamimdmsiil Ulah f^^ ning, with severe squalls and heavy rain^ 

“ there is no God but God, and Mohammad again closed the day — and great confusion 
is the Prophet of God.” and discomfort was occasioned by a sud- 

^^Fein tero? In the name of the three den whirl of wind, followed by the fall 
kaliphs where are you going to 1” again upon the party of the saturated tent, from 
vociferated the testy old man, in a terrible the wet folds of which escape was not 
passion, to the same luckless individual, easily effected. A dreary night succeed- 
who, with a loaded rifle in his hand, had ed. The watery moon shed but a dull and 
now left the road in pursuit of an antelope, fitting light over the drenched camp; and 
“ ‘ Taal henna ! ’ ‘ Gome back, will you !’ the pacing officer of the watch, after an 
Wullah! you *11 be getting your throat cut hour’s exposure to the pitiless hurricane^ 
presently by the Bucidoos, and then I shall calling up his relief, threw himself with 
be asked what has become of you. Can ’t aching bones upon the inundated bed. 
you keep the road ? This ugly defile is “ Did I not tell you what would be the 
named ‘the place of lions,’ and one of consequence of your abominable whist- 
them w^ill be eating you anon.” ling,” grumbled old Izhak, the first thing 

Another march of fifteen miles brought in the morning; “old All Arab is too sick 
the caravan to Meinha-tolii, where some to be moved, and one of my best camels 
hollows had been filled by the recent heavy has strayed, Allah knows where.” The 
fall of rain; but large droves of horned rope with which the legs of the lost animal 
cattle having soiled in them, the muddy had been fettered, was meanwhile rolled 
water was so strongly tainted, as to be betwixt his hands, and sundry cabalistic 
barely drinkable under any disguise. The words having been muttered while the 
country throughout bears signs Of violent devil was dislodged by the process of spit- 
volcanic eruption of later times, which ting upon the cord at the. termination of 
has covered one portion with lava, ftnd an- each spell, it was finally delivered over to 
other with ashes and cinders. At the out- the Dankali about to be sent on the quest, 
set the road led over the usual basaltic and he presently returned successful, 
ground, strewed with fragments of obsid' Ahmed Mohammad, the messenger who 
fan ; but after crossing Arnoot, a deep ra- had been dispatched from' Tajura with an 
vine choked with refreshing green bushes, Arabic letter for Sahela Selassie, request- 
in which the exhausted beasts obtained a ing assistance on the road, returned during 
most welcome supply of muddy water, the this delay. He had' passed the night in a 
Bteny valleys gave place to sandy plains, Bedouin encampment, the proximity of 
clothed with short yellow grass, and inter- which had been betrayed by the barking 
sected by low ranges of hills. of dogs at each discharge of the musket 

One wide level expanse termed Azoroo, when the sentinel was relieved. The cou- 
stretching at the foot of the peaked moun- rier brought advices to the embassy, and 
tain AiuUoo, was painted out in the dis- native letters for Izhak and Mohammad 
tance, as the scene of a signal victory Ali. Owing to the jealousy of the frontier 
gained about six years since by the Woeraa officers of Efat, he had been subjected to 
over their predatory foes, the Muda'ito. many days of needless detention, during 
The bones of upward of three thousand which the king had led a distant military 
of the combatants which now whiten the expedition ; and although compliments and 
sands, have caused the desertion of the assurances of welcome were not wanting^ 
best road by the superstitious Danakil they were coupled with the unsatisfactory 
With the escort were many warriors who intelligence that the party must trust en- 
had taken part in this engagement, and tirely to its own resources,, in the ab* 
they described the conflict, which com- sence of his majesty, no; assistance what- 
menced in a night attack, to have raged, ever could be rendered, 
spear to spear, and shield to shield, through- The rainy season having now fairly set 

out tie entire of the following day^towa-rd) i;% it believed, tliat te- pools on. thor 
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upper road would furnish a suf&cient sup- 
ply of water, and the course was accord- 
ingly shaped toward it. Emerging’ upon 
the extensive plain of Merihan, bounded to 
the westward by the lofty peaked range of 
Feeoh, the route skirted the Bundoora 
hills, thickly clothed with grass, and vary- 
ing in height from six hundred to a thou- 
sand feet. W ayess, the chief of the W 6e- 
ma, formerly held his head-quarters in this 
neighborhood, at Hagaio-dera-duhba ; but 
the Eesah Somauli making frequent in- 
roads, and at last sweeping off all the cattle 
of the tribe, it was abandoned. The hill 
ranges bn both sides have sent lava streams 
almost to the middle of the plain, but gene- 
rally it is covered with a fine light-colored 
soil, strewn with volcanic ashes and small 
fragments of obsidian — ^the grass, improved 
by the recent showers, having partially ac- 
quired a greenish tint. A singular detach- 
ed hill composed of fresh-water lime^one, 
contained a few impressions of small spiral 
shells, while the surrounding rocks exhibit 
the usual cellular basalt. : 

No one could conceive that the rugged 
arid wastes whereon he trod, ‘had ever in 
themselves been either productive or popu- 
lous. Saving the labors of the termites, 
exhibited in endless mounds of vast dimen- 
sions, no monument of industry redeems 
the inhospitable landscape ; yet these mea- 
sureless plains, no less than the barren 
mountain ranges so lately traversed, did 
formerly, as now they might, afford hordes 
of hardy soldiers, that under a bold leader, 
such as the mighty Graan, who in the six- 
teenth century unfurled the banner of the 
impostor, and at the head of a countless 
army overran and nearly destroyed the 
Ethiopic empire, were admirably adapted | 
to possess themselves of the more fertile 
plains and provinces adjoining. What- 
ever may have been the virtues and en- 
dowments of these olden warriors, their 
posterity, like the dwellings they inhabit, 
are sufficiently rude and degenerated 
Wady Bundoora, clothed in a thicket of 
verdant bushes, had been selected as the 
halting ground, and its appearance prom- 
ised a copious supply of water;, hut every 
pool proved dry, and the march was there- 
fore continued to Madera dubba — a second 
and similar ravine, which was confidently 
expected to afford the desired element 
Disappointment was, however, again in 
store, and the rain not having extended thus 
far, the usual reservoirs were referred to in 
vain. Worse than all, information was 
here received that not a drop of water would 
be found at the next station ; while, owing 
to tlie wear and tear of skins, added to the 


too confident anticipations indulged, bare 
ly a sufficient supply for even one day ac- 
companied the kafilah. 

It had been determined under these un- 
toward circumstances, to move on at mid- 
night; but after an insufferably hot day, 
rain again interfered. Unfortunately, it 
did not fall in sufficient quantities to be of 
much utility ; a few pints caught in tar- 
paulins, which, with all available utensils, 
were placed for the reception of the pre- 
cious fluid, proving very inadequate to the 
wants of the thirsty party. At 3 a. m. the 
caravan advanced down the valley, with 
cool refreshing weather, and a fine moon 
shining brightly overhead. From the sum- 
mit of a tumulus of black lava, marking the 
point where the undulations of the JBun- 
doora hills trend toward the mountains of 
the Ittoo Galla, an extensive view was ob- 
tained with the dawning day, over a coun- 
try bearing the most extraordinary vol- 
canic character — ^huge craters on the one 
hand towering to the clouds, while on the 
other sank the wide valley of Kordeite, 
through which lay the high road to the 
desolate plains of Errur. 

A few pools of muddy rain water by the 
wayside were eagerly drained by the sink- 
ing cattle, but a deep ravine, bordered with 
green trees and bushes, was explored to no 
purpose ; and after crossing the fine open 
plain of Eyrohlf, abounding in gazeis and 
swine, the road led round the base of a 
remarkable cone, styled Jebel Helmund, 
which Jiad long been in view. Isolated, 
and four hundred feet in height, with a 
crater opening to the northeastward, which 
would seem at no very remote period to 
have discontinued its eruption, it is sur- 
rounded by a broad belt of lava, some three 
miles in diameter. This has formed to- 
ward the plain a black scarped wall, rising 
from fifteen to twenty feet, of which the 
wooded crevices teemed with quail, par- 
tridges, and guinea-fowl, and were said to 
be so many great dens of lions. 

The sultry forenoon was already far ad- 
vanced, when the weary eye was refreshed 
by a glimpse of the verdant plain of Sul- 
telli, a perfectly level expanse, so ingeni- 
ously overgrown with pale green vegeta- 
tion, as to furnish an exact representation 
of a wide lake covered with floating duck- 
weed, around which numerous camels 
were busily browsing on the rank herbage. 
During the greater part of the year, this 
plain presents one vast and delightful 
sheet of water ; but the fairy form of the 
light-footed gazel was presently seen, 
bou^nding over the delusive surface, and 
although clothed throughout with the mosi 
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tantalizing verdnrej it yet proved perfectly 
dry. The camels were milch females, 
capable of subsisting for days, and even 
for weeks together, without drinking, 
while their milk serves to quench the 
thirst of their unwashed Bedouin attend- 
ants. Beedur, the chief of a section of the 
Debeni, who resides in this spot during 
the rainy season, had long since decamped 
with his clan to more distant pastures. 

Every hollow in the rich black soil,, 
abounding with shells, was vainly explored ; 
.and after a seventeen-mile march, the 
party, weary and thirsty, were fain to en- 
camp on the opposite side, and giving up' 
the search as fruitless, to rest satisfied 
with the nauseous contents of water-skins 
filled at the putrid pools of Meinha-tolli— 
a second, and if possible, a worse edition 
of the impurities brewed at the Salt Lake. 
Both among men and cattle the utmost 
distress prevailed. A suffocating blast 
blew incessantly ; heat the most intense 
was reflected from the adjacent black 
rocks ; and nearly all of the horses and. 
mules were so completely exhausted, that 
there appeared no prospect of dragging 
them other sixteen miles to tlie nearest 
reservoir. 

But toward midnight, the beneficent 
floodgates of heaven were providentially 
opened, and a violent storm bursting oyer 
the camp, in less then half an hour filled 
every ravine and hollow to overflowing, 
and afforded a plentiful and truly season- 
able, although transient supply. Tearing 
up their pickets from the saturated soil, 
the dying animals thrust into the turbid 
stream that rolled through the encarnp- 
ment their hot noses, which, for two entire 
days and nights had been strangers to 
moisture, and filled their sunken flanks 
almost to bursting. Cackling troops of 
guinea-fowl flocked to the pools from the 
adjacent heights. Embankments were 
thrown up, and wells excavated ; and Eu- 
ropean, Danakil, and camp-follower ; Chris- 
tian, Moslem, and Hindoo ; all drenched 
to the skin, falling together upon their 
knees, in the ‘ posture of thanksgiving, 
sucked down the first copious draught of 
palatable water that had been enjoyed 
since leaving B'ialoo, 


CHAPTER XXX. 

HELD OP EXTINCT VOLCANOES. OASIS OP 
YOOK EEAlN MAEOO. 

SiNGTJLAE and interesting indeed is the 
wild sflpn^p^ in the vicinity of the treach- 


erous oasis of Sultelli. A field of extinct 
volcanic cones, vomited forth out of the 
entrails of. the earth, and encircled each 
by a black belt of vitrified lava, environs it 
on three sides ; and of these,^ Mount Abi- 
da, three thousand feet in height, whose 
yawning cup, enveloped in clouds,^ stretches 
some two and a half miles in diameter, 
would seem to be the parent. Beyond, 
the still loftier crater of Aiillloo, the ancient 
landmark of the now decayed empire of 
Ethiopia, is visible in dim perspective ; 
and looming hazily in the extreme dis- 
tance, the great blue Abyssinian range to- 
ward which the steps of the toil-worn 
wayfarers were directed — ^now for the first 
time visible — arose in towering grandeur 
to the skies. • ' 

Overwhelmed by violent subterranean 
convulsion and commotion, which, rever- 
sing the order of things, has again and 
again altered the former appearance, the 
face of the country for miles around the 
base of the larger volcanoes, presents one 
sheet of lava. Activity would not appear 
to have extended much beyond the.imme^ 
diate neighborhood of each ; but there is 
a connection between the whole cluster 
visible in small lava streams and a vast 
quantity of volcanic debris, converted into 
humus, in the adjacent valleys.. Yet it is 
by no means apparent, that these alone 
have contributed to form the present siir*- 
face, the southeastern side of the field ter- 
minating in much older formation of wacke. 
Neither would any one of the craters ap- 
pear to have very lately poured out the 
fiery stream. Ibrahim Shehem Abli in- 
deed deposed with an oath to having seen 
Father Abida in flames about twelve years 
previously ; but, on further investigation, 
there seemed reason to believe tlrat the 
conflagration he witnessed must have been 
confined to the long grass with which 
portions of the steep sides are clothed. 

The well-timed deluge of rain which 
fell during the night had been so eagerly 
drunk by the thirsty desert, that when the 
morning dawned, the only traces of the 
storih were presented in numberless chan- 
nels left by the torrent, with here and' 
there a muddy pool, around which the 
guinea-fowl were still rallying in clamo- 
rous troops. Every portion of the road 
having been saturated, and rendered far 
too heavy for the jaded camels, advance 
was of necessity delayed until noon, by 
which time they, had become sufficiently 
dry to admit of the resumption of the 
journey. A bare alluvial plain, skirting 
the base of the Koomi range, led to a few 
acacia-trees of a larger growth than had 
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heretofore been seen. They occupied a. 
hollow styled Ras Mittur, which is the 
point of union of the two roads from Kiliul- 
loo, and hence the caravan striiek off 
across a grassy plain, abounding in herds 
of graceful mkorr. The course followed 
the eastern border of the field of truncated 
cones ; and in the fresh green hue of the 
bushes, with which the cindery tract is 
studded, was afForded abundant proof of 
the fertility of its decomposed lava. 

Passing a cluster of Bedouin huts, whose 
inmates were watching their grazing herds 
of mik^h camels, the road next tlireaded a 
narrow belt of verdant jungle. This sud- 
denly opened into the wide plain of Moolu, 
studded in every direction with flocks of 
sheep and goats, assembled from all parts 
of the country round ; and in a deep hol- 
low in the very centre lay the attraction — 
the oasis of Yoor Erai'n Marooj a noble 
sheet of water, surrounded by a belt of 
hillocks, and measuring, during even this 
season of drought, a full mile in diameter. 
It was indeed a sight most refreshing to 
the eye. Troops of water^fowl of various 
plumage sailed over its glassy surface. 
JBirds chattered among the autumnal 
branches of the numerous trees, whose 
tall stems, half immersed, rose thickly in 
the centre, and the cool waters of the ba- 
sin afforded to the weary and travel-stained 
pilgrims the first unlimited supply of pure 
liquid that had been revelled iii since bid- 
ding adieu to the shores of India, 

In so sultry a land, where, throughout 
the desert and forbidding plain, Nature has 
dispensed the first necessary of life with a 
most niggard hand, those pools which have 
not a constant supply of running water, 
soon become adulterated by various de- 
compositions of organic and inorganic 
matter. Wacke cannot resist any long 
exposure, and hence fluid in contact with 
it imbibes oxide of iron and muriate of 
soda; while flocks and herds, corrupting 
the element in a still more offensive man- 
ner, nut only impart a fetid taste and smell, 
but stir up the deposited mhd, which emits 
a volume of sulphuretted hydrogen. Yoor 
Era’in Maroo was free from all these im- 
purities, and its reservoir affords a never- 
failing supply; but the surrounding coun- 
try is said during the wet season to be ex- 
tremely unhealthy, violent storms and in- 
cessant rain compelling th^ shepherds to 
abandon the plains and wadies, and retreat 
with their flocks to the neighboring moun- 
tains. 

From Waratnilli to Moolu, the country 
is chiefly occupied by the sub-tribes of 
Debeni, under the chiefe Beedur and Boo 
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Bekr Sumbhool, the latter of W’-hom usually 
resides at Hamoosa, and the former at 
Doomi or Sultclii, Although not alw^ays 
to be trusted, these wanderers appear un- 
der a friendly garb ; but the lion-hearted 
guides and escort, with Izbak at their head, 
had, from the first moment of leaving Kil- 
lulloo, been doing their utmc^t to impress 
upon the minds of their audience the ex- 
treme danger to be apprehended on this 
portion of the road, from the various wild 
hordes now adjacent, wliopn they painted 
as perfect dare-devils, 

” The Galla are pagans,’’ quoth Ibrahim 
Shehem Abli with a bigoted sneer, 
uncireumciaed knaves that they are, never 
heard either of Allah or the Holy Prophet ; 
and as for the Mudaito, although nomi- 
nally Moslems, they have little more re- 
ligion than their infidel neighbors. But 
wait. until I get an opportunity,” he added, 
with a caper and a sardonic grin, as he 
unsheathed his creese for the purpose of 
going through the figure of disembowel- 
ment, “ only wait until 1 find an opportu- 
nity, and, Inshdllah^ we shall square ac- 
counts.’* 

Many were the harrowing tales that 
had been called to mind by the first loom 
of the Abyssinian mountains, touching the 
toil-worn traveller, who, having surmount- 
ed all the perils and privations of the road, 
and arrived within sight of the promised 
land, had been cut off at the very last step 
toward the goal. Perpetual striie is waged 
betwdxt the Galla and Mudai'to, and tim 
plain of Moolu forming a sort of neutral 
ground between the countries inhabited by 
the rival clans, it proves .one continual 
scene of foray and bloodshed. The heath- 
en, watching like hawks from the tops of 
trees and eminences, pounce, whenever 
opportunity offers, upon the flocks and 
herds of the true believers : retaliation is 
not slow to follow, and thus the feud is 
well and incessantly sustained. 

During the latter part of the inarch, the 
ras el kafilah was nearly thrown into hys- 
terics by the sudden desertion of one of 
his charge, who, in defiance of the close 
thmldom, which rendered all more like 
prisoners than freemen, had made up his 
mind to dine that night upon venison, and 
had accordingly taken up arms against 
the alluring herds of sleek and timid an- 
telope that, with white discs on their cruj)- 
pers, bounded in all directions before tiie 
advancing string of camels. Repeated in- 
terrogatories of “ Fein toro “ whither 
are you goingP* were launched in a 
commanding tone of voice after the truant;, 
without eliciting the smallest attention or 
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reply. A shot was fired — a fat buck fell-*- 
and the successful Nimrod, dismounting, 
proceeded to secure the spoils ; an opera- 
tion which brought from their occupation 
in the adjacent pasture, two ancient Be- 
douin crones, in wrinkles and leathern 
aprons, to be spectators of the dissection. 

Izhak was old and captious, and not see-* 
ing very dearly, the apparition was too 
much for his shattered nerves.' Allah, 
Allah i” he peevishly exclaimed, seizing 
his broad-headed spear from the hand of 
his henchman, and violently kicking the 
flanks of his jaded mule toward the spot; 
** merciful Providence, what childish folly 
is this? Is the commander a babe, that 
he thus trifles with the safety of the cara- 
van ? I did fancy that he possessed some 
sense, but this is positively the act of a 
madman. Look at those Buddoos ; they 
will cut his throat immediately, and then 
we shall have a pretty blood feud, involv- 
ing the lives of half-a-dozen DanakiL“ 

Despite of all the twaddling old block- 
head could do to prevent it, the haunch 
was nevertheless brought in, and its ap- 
, pearance hailed with considerable delight, ' 
But it might almost as well have been 
abandoned to the vultures of the air, since 
the Persian cook, who had taken alarm at | 
the menace extended to Quilp in the pros- 
ecution of his kennel duties, peremptorily ; 
r*efused to convert the venison into kahdhs,^ 
upon the grounds that the knife of the 
true believer had not passed across the 
throat of the victim. ' 

Whose dog is Hajji Abdallah Kurraa- 
ni ?” he exclaimed, in tones that might 
have been believed to issue from a dilapi- 
dated bagpipe; “whose dog is he, I re- 
peat,” throwing the haunch ^ upon the 
ground, “ that he should be invited to deal 
with any such abomination ! Allah and 
his Prophet defend us, but the Hajji would 
as soon think of polluting himself with the 
touch of the unclean beast” 

This spirited public declaration was by 
the Moslem audience received with the 
rapturous applause it claimed; and the 
worthy pilgrim, fairly carried away by the 
over-boiling of his virtuous indignation, 
was actually proceeding to wreak his last 
vengeance upon the venison, when arbi- 
trary measures where adopted, which re- 
sulted in the imposition of twenty-four 
hours’ fast in excess of the many inflicted 
by the apostle whose shrine he had visited 
at the holy city. 

Now the Ha^i bore a striking personal 
resemblance to Hudibras; and like that 
hero, regarded discretion as being the bet- 
ter jmrtof valor. Since the melancholy 




disaster at Goongoonteh, he had encum- 
bered himself with a musket and a modi- 
cum of cartridges ; but even by his warm- 
est admirers it must be confessed that there 
had never in his demeanor been the slight- 
est indication of a design to throw himself 
away by rash exposure. Entertaining the 
highest respect for himself, the prudent son 
of Iran was rarely heard to speak of Hajji 
Abdallah, save in the respectful third per- 
son singular. The words of Ibrahim Bhe- 
hem.Iiad 'sunk deep into his soul; and 
after the alFair of the venison, it was not a 
little diverting to hear him, in his wonted 
croaking accents, apostrophize the folly 
and infatuation which had prompted him 
to brave the wilds of unexploi*ed Africa. 

“ Hajji Abdallah was never taxed with 
lack of common sense,” he exclaimed, 
musingly, in self-reproach. “ Allah knows 
there may be many greater blockheads in 
this sublunary world, than his servant 
Hajji. Is it not wonderful that the chief 
cook to Khwajah Mohammad Rahim Khan 
Shirazi, and master, too, of recipes for no 
; fewer than nine-and-thirty pildos, should 
have proven himself such an ass, such a 
; son of a burnt father, as voluntarily to get 
1 in the way of abuse, for refusing to haMb 
\ unhallowed meat, which died, without the 
i knife or the Bismillah ; and, worse still, 
in the ,way of having his own throat cut 
every minute of each day and night, by 
these blood-thirsty infidels ? * La haul wiU 
lah koowui Utah hillah alt uLazeem^^ ‘ there 
is no power nor virtue save in God.’ What 
true believer, in the fair province of Kur- 
man, would ever have suspected Hajji Ab- 
dallah of bringing his beard to so vile a 
market?” 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

MENACE OF THE DAE MUBAITO, MOOLU 
ZITGHlK, AND B-URDUDDA. 

Boo'Bekr Sumbhool and Datah Mo- 
hammad, co-chiefs of that section of the 
Debeni styled Sidi. Habroo, shortly sneak- 
ed into the camp at the head of an appro, 
priate retinue of ruffians ; and having been 
duly propitiated with tobacco and blue cal- 
ico, deputed a son of the latter to represent 
the tribe, as an earnest of the black mail 
having been levied. Mohammad Ali pro- 
posed under these circumstances to halt a 
day, both in order to profit by the first op- 
portunity enjoyed of purifying raiment ; 
and, which was of still higher importance, 
to refresh the way-worn beasts. But the ras ^ 
was in such dire alarm of the Bedouins and."* 







THE HIGHLANDS OF ETHIOPIA. 


66 

Galla, that he had been with the ntmost 
difficulty prevailed upon to encamp near 
the water ; and no persuasion could now 
elicit his consent to tarry. Columns of 
smoke which arose high and dense from 
the country in advance, did not tend to 
diminish his apprehensions. A shadowy 
human figure stealing along tlie summit 
of the gloomy cliffs which overhung the 
camp, redoubled his mental perturbation ; 
and anathemizing Moolu, as the most dan- 
gerous nest of thieves and cut-throats along 
the entire road, he would that minute have 
resumed the march in the dead of night, 
had not heavy rain compelled him to bite 
his nails until a late hour the following 
forenoon, by which time the camel furni- 
ture had become dry. 

But the event proved that there were oh 
this occasion some grounds for uneasiness. 
During the process of loading, three mount- 
ed Mudaito scouts, wild-looking beings, 
rode into camp in a suspicious manner ; 
and immediately after moving out of the 
bed of the hollow, whence the road led 
ever an extensive plain, covered with low 
shrubby undergrowth, the ras. el kafilah, 
who momentarily waxed more fidgety and 
excited, called a general halt, and assumed 
his shield and brass-mounted spear. 

Look 'well to your w^eapons,”, he ob- 
served, with a truly commander-in-chief- 
like delivery, “ and let all the proprietors 
of fire-arms lead the van with myself. 
Two thousand of the Dar MudaTto are out 
on a foray against the Galla of the neigh- 
boring hills ; and I have received certain 
intelligence that they purpose this day to 
fall upon the caravan. May Allah protect 
his servants in the coming krife 

Suitable defensive preparations were 
made without delay, and the camels form- 
ed ten deep, to admit of the whole line 
being enfiladed by rifle-balls ; while tlie 
Danakil and liy Somauli escort, with loins 
girded for the fight, brought up the rear. 
Scarcely had these arrangements been com- 
pleted, when a band of fifty warriors were 
descried advancing in a compact body over 
the brow of an adjacent eminence. Car- 
.rying their round bucklers on the left arm, 
and bristling their bright spears, they 
pressed rapidly toward the front of the line, 
“on hostile deeds intent” Out to meet 
them sprang the fiery little champion 
Ibrahim bhehem, who panted to flesh his 
creese in the body of another Mudaito, 
and tvventy stout warriors, casting off their 
garments, to give freedom to their 
limbs, were not far behind him. The car- 
avan remained motionless to watch the 
event ; and the formidable line of rifles 


fronted the foe, who no sooner perceived 
the muzzles bearing directly on their pha- 
lanx, than they lowered their spears to de- 
mand a parley ; and described themselves 
to be en route from Jebel Abida to join 
their clansmen, who were gathering at the 
waters of Maroo, preparatory to a 
or onslaught, upon their hereditaiw ene- 
mies, the Alla and Ittoo Galla. 

The march was resumed immediately 
upon this banditti passing quietly to the 
rear, and Ibrahim bhehem Abli relapsed 
into his wonted composure ; but the foot- 
prints of several other parlies being shortly 
afterward discovered, the beaten track was 
abandoned altogether, in order, If possible, 
to avoid meeting the marauders In number, 
when' the plunder of so rich a caravan 
would doubtless have been essayed. An 
advance guard reconnoitered the country 
round from the summits of trees and ter- 
mite cones, which alone admitted of an 
uninterrupted view over the thick verdant 
bushes that clothed tlie entire face of the 
plain. These were interspersed with rich 
yellow grass, swarming with antelope, 
hares, bustard, and florikin ; while fine 
cedar-like camel-thorns stretched their 
long arms over troops of pintadoes, coveys 
of partridges, and spur-fowL Not a trig- 
ger was suffered to be drawn, lest the re- 
port should attract to the spot the much- 
dreaded Mudaito ; but although hundreds 
of warriors might have been ambushed in 
the dense covert unperceived, it was safely 
traversed virithout further hostile dqrooa- 
stration ; and the country becomings tyldu- 
ally more and more open, the vie^Stend- 
ed to the fine peaked range near Afrubba, 
inhabited by the Ittoo Galla— war-hawks 
of the mountains, who are distinguished 
for their sanguinary ferocity. 

A cloud of dust in tlie extreme distance 
being believed to prognosticate a rush of 
these wild horsemen, the caravan was 
again halted ere it had proceeded far over 
the open plain ; but the magnifying pow- 
ers of a pocket-telescope converting the 
objects of alarm into a troop of scuddino- 
ostriches, Izhak’s confidence once more 
returned. The residue of the march lay 
over cracked and blackened soil, from 
which the vegetation had been burnt the 
preceding day, the embers still smoulder- 
ing in various directions, although the 
coluinns of smoke had ceased to ascend. 

Neither fuel nor water could be dis- 
covered at the ground selected for the 
bivouac, but a smali supply of the latter 
requisite was obtained on the way, from a 
muddy brook trickling over the charred 
surface of the soil, and filling the gapii^ 
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cracks and crevices on its progress toward 
the lower ground. This strange pheno- 
menon arose from the wady^ at Moolu 
Zughir, near Afriibba, some miles to the 
southward} having been filled to overflow- 
ing by the recent heavy rain. Moolu 
Tani, or ‘^the other Moolu,” afforded a 
most alluring spot of bright green vege- 
tation just sprouting from the rich soil 
which here abounds, and among it the 
cattle luxuriated until dark. Sundry in- 
vocations were now performed with horrid 
yellsi to enable one of the savages to di- 
vine the coming of rain; hut a night 
passed in vigilance by sentinels posted on 
ant-hills, which afforded an uninterrupted 
view over the surrounding plain, gave 
place to dawn without any molestation 
from thunder-storm, Galla, or Mudaito. 

Betimes in the morning the marclv was 
resumed kcross an alluvial plain, which a 
few days later ill the season would proba- 
bly have presented a swarnp impassable to 
camels ; but no difficulties were now ex- 
perienced, and the caravan passed merrily 
on toward a conspicuous barn-shaped hill, 
which had been visible for many miles. 
At its base, among sundry other cairnsj 
stood a mound of loose stones, encircled 
by a thorn fence, and almost concealed 
under the forest of withered boughs that 
decked every part. Beneath this grotto 
reposed the sainted bones of Othman, the 
celebrated Tukhaiel sheikh of days long 
gone. Amid prayers and ejaculations in 
honor of the departed, according to the 
custom still prevalent in the southern 
parts of continental Europe, each warrior 
of the Bedouin “escort first in order, and 
then the drivers as they passed, having 
previously plucked from some adjacent 
tree a branch of verdant misletoe, adorn- 
ed the venerated pile ; and long ere the 
arrival of the last camel, it had exchanged 
its sober autumnal garb for the bright 
green mantle of spring. 

Picturesque clumps of magnificent ca- 
mel-thorns of ancient growth here stud- 
ded the face of the landscape, and, covered 
with golden blossoms, perfumed the entire 
atmosphere. The m^rh-tree flourished 
on the hill-side, and the “garsee ” was 
first found under a load of fruit resembling 
the ^Heechee.^^ The bright crimson pulp 
possesses an agreeable acidity, and the i 
kernel that it envelopes pleases the Dana- 
kil in a mess of sheep’s-tail fat. No wood 
had hitherto been seen sufficiently dense 
to invite the elephant ; but in this covert 
the giant evidently existed ; and the oryx, 
appropriately styled “A5oo el Imroon^^ 
“the father of horns,” ranged in consid- 


erable numbers ; the half-devoured car- 
case of one which had been slain the pre- 
ceding night, attesting the presence also 
of the “ king of beasts.” 

The agility of the Ada'iel in reclaiming 
a refractory camel, although often wit- 
nessed with admiration, had never been 
more prominently exhibited than during 
this march. One of the most skittish and 
unmanageable animals of the whole hun- 
dred and seventy, had very judiciously 
been selected by Izhak for a large clies*t 
containing medical stores, and the halter 
was usually held by a gentle slave girl, 
whom it was the delight of the sahib el 
bayzah to cuff and maltreat. Taking a 
sudden whim into its head, the restive 
beast, after the performance of sundry pre- 
liminary plunges to ascertain if the load 
were firm, dashed off the road, galloped 
over the feeble maid, and, smashing her 
water-gourd into a thousand fragments, 
roaring and bellowing, pursued its head- 
long career across the stony plain. ■ Phials 
and bottles were undergoing a most de- 
structive discipline, when a fleet-footed 
savage, who was in hot pursuit, and had 
already twice turned the fugitive, darting 
across its orbit, abruptly terminated these 

f ratuitous and uncouth gambols by a sud- 
en twitch of the nose-rope, which brought 
owner,, dromedary, and medicine-chest sim- 
ultaneously to the /earth, with a crash that 
sounded ominously enough, although not 
the slightest injury was sustained by either. 

Meanwhile the caravan had reached 
Burdudda, where a large pool of dirty rain- 
water extended strong inducements to en- 
camp, and again led to a violent altercation 
between the authorities. Apprehensive of 
misunderstandings with the Bedouin shep- 
herds in the vicinity, Izhak had sapientiy 
resolved to proceed some miles farther to 
a waterless station, while Mohammad 
Ali, insisting that the kafiiah should halt, 
commenced the work of unloading. The 
camels of either party were for some time 
divided ; but the ras, after trying the strata- 
gem of advance without shaking his rival’s 
resolution, finally yielded up the point 
with a bad grace, and all set up their staff. 

The outline of the highlands of Abys- 
sinia, which had been first indistinctly 
visible from Sultelli, now stood out in bold 
relief; and to the southward the view was 
bounded by the lofty hills of the Afrubba, 
Farsa, and Azboti Galla, where cofiee 
grows wild in abundance. An interme- 
diate extensive prospect is obtained over 
the thicMy- wooded Moolu plain, stretching 
some thirty miles in the direction of Errur, 
This latter is the residence of the old 
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sheikh Hajji AH Mohammad, and the 
head-qnarters of the Deheni, who take 
hereditary share in the waters of the vaL 
ley with their brethren the Woesma. It 
forms, moreover, a place of resort for every 
wandering vagabond in the surrounding 
country who possesses a sh^p, a goat, or 
an ox, or has tlie ability and the inclina- 
tion to assert his privilege of erecting a 
temporary cabin ; and thus the recurrence 
of each season of drought, compelling the 
abandonment of less favored pastures, 
pours in its migratory swarm to swell the 
more permanent muster upon the sull^ 
plains of Errur^ and to create the strife 
inseparable from a gathering of these law- 
less hordes. ' 


CHAPTER XXXII. 

A TALE OF THE PLAINS OF EEKUE.* 

Aylta was the comeliest of the dark- 
eyed daughters of the desert. Sixteen 
tropical summers had already ripened a 
form modelled in tliat exquisite perfection 
which Nature is 'ivont to bestow upon her 
wildest works, and the native symmetry of 
the sylph-like maid was yet unblemished 
by any of those barbarous improvements 
wherein her mtion delight. Her spark- 
ling eye, fringed with Icmg silken lashes, 
in brilliancy eclipsed the pet gazel that 
ever bounded by her side 4 and me grace - 1 
fill gambols of the sportive fawn would 
seem to have been inspired by the faky ; 
footstep of its blooming mistress. Luxu - 1 
riant hair fell in elf-like tresses over her 
ebon shoulder. Teeth of ivory whiteness 
were revealed by a radiant smile that ever 
played over her animated features ; and 
few indeed of her virgin charms were 
veiled under the folds of the slender dra- 
pery that belongs to the Bedouin shep- 
herdess. 

The maid tended her father’s docks in 
the Vale of Errur, which forms a constant 
scene of predatory incursion on the part of 
the ruthless savages that hover round the 
border. When least expected, the Galla 
war-hawks of the adjacent mountains were 
wont to stoop from their rocky . fastnesses, 
and to sweep away the riches of the 
Woema. The treacherous Eesah, although 
ready to extend the hand which should 
have denoted friendship, was nothing loath 


The following- narrative, recounted by one of the 
Woema escort, althoagh necessarily enlarged, is as 
strictly literal as the embodiment of the subject would 
adnut ; and it will convey to the English reader a bet- 
ter picture of life in the desert than could be painted in 
& le^ connected form. 


to the appropriation of other men’s chat- 
tels ; and throughout all the nomade Adei 
hordes, whose tents were erected during 
the more sultry months, the feud and the 
desultory skirmish favored the inroads of 
the foe. Among the surrounding clans, 
even her own tribe was not notorious for 
its honesty, and by frequent depredations 
abroad, it invited the foray of reprisal. 
Thus the brawl and the mortal encounter 
would follow the stillness of indolent ex-' 
istence with a rapidity not less startling 
than frequent, and none knew what the 
next hour might bring forth. 

But fear had no place in the breast of 
the daughter of old Ali, Nursed in the 
lap of sta-ife, the Bedouin blood of her rov- 
ing sire coursed through her young veins, 
and she pursued her Arcadian occupation 
beneath the spreading boughs of the vene- 
rable acacia, chanting to her gazel the wild 
ditty that revealed the thraldom of her 
heart, or listening to the bleat of her black- 
faced lambs from the Hejaz. Often had 
the .shrill war-whoop rung through the 
wild valley, and the rush of the gathering 
warriors who flew to answer the summons, 
arrested her plaintive song, but only lately 
had it caused her to spring to her feet with 
a bosom throbbing audibly ; and now she 
would sigh as she sank again upon the 
smooth bank that formed her favorite seat, 
for the swaiu for whom her soft eyes had 
been strained across the flickering desert 
was not among the number of those that 
had swept past, and she knew not why, 
nor whither he had gone. 

Many were the ardent suitors who had 
wooed the hand of the blooming Aylia, and 
often-times had she been sought from her 
avaricious father, who viewed the still ex- 
panding attractions of his daughter as a 
certain source of increase to his ill-gotten 
and idolized wealth. None, however, had 
yet been able to produce the price set upon 
the damsel’s charms, neither had any pos- 
sessed an advocate in her eloquence. Her 
heart had already been tacitly relinquished, 
but her hand she knew to be in the gift of 
her sire, and therefore not her own to be- 
stow. 

Ambeesa it was who had silently gained 
this ascendency over the gi-een aflections 
of the maid. The milch goats .of Irripa, 
his mother, were by her driven daily to 
pasture, and his wigwam was within 
spear’s throw of her own. The twain had 
known each other from earliest infancy, 
for they came upon the world’s stage in 
the self-same hour. They had feasted and 
they had played together as children ; and 
now that their young hearts had become 
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entwined, it was his wont to accompany suitor, until thou hast appeased the spirit 
the nymph into the vale, where they would of thy murdered sire. The blood of him 
hold converse the livelong day. The vapid to whom thou art indebted for thy exist- 
language of the 'savage admits of but a ence, crieth aloud for vengeance ; and 
limited embodiment of the softer passions ; WvlldU, until the grave of Hassan, shall 
but the simple courtship of the unculti- have been soaked by thy hands, thou shalt 
vated was ably sustained. Aylia felt the* not talk to Aii of his daughter.^’ 
force of her charms when she saw the Ambeesa sought not his dark mistress, 
warrior grasp the spear and the shield, but snatching the spear and buckler which 
without which no Bedouin ever crosses had been carefully deposited in a corner 
the threshold of his cabin— in order that of the cabin, stalked forth without uttering 
he might chase the fawn that she had a syllable. Passing his own hut in mental 
coveted ; or when he drew water from the abstraction, he took the road to the brook, 
well ill her gourd, to replenish again and and throwing himself upon his. face, drew 
again the ox-hide that formed a drinking a deep draught to allay the fever that con- 
trough for her thirsty flock. And Am- sumed him, Then whetting his brass- 
beesa felt himself amply rewarded, when mounted creese to the keenest edge upon 
the slender fingers of the blooming girl a smooth stone, he muttered a dreadful 
decked his hair with the aromatic herbs oath betwixt his clenched teeth, and strode 
that she had plucked in the wild meadow, moodily across the sandy plain,, 
or she counted over the ewes that they The great annual fair had already as- 
were shortly to possess in common. sembled at the sea-port of Berbera, and 

Ambeesa was ever in the foremost rank tribes from all parts of the country were 
when tlie spear was thrown over the shoul- fl,ocking thither with their motley wares, 
der of the brave ; and, successful in every The curious stalls of the fat Banians from 
foray, he had won wealth as well as»fame. India were thronged froin morning until 
^ None appeared more frequently in the night with barbarians from the adjacent 
many-tailed leopard spoils which form the districts, who brought peltries and drugs' 
garb of victory ; and. the white feather al- to be exchanged ; and the clamor of hag- 
ways floated above his raven locks. But gling and barter was hourly increased, by 
his father having been treacherously mur- the arrival of some new caravan of toil- 
dered by the Eesah, a blood feud clung to worn peddlers from the more remote depths 
the old man’s, sole descendant; and it of the interior, each laden with an acces- 
formed to him a source of self-reproach, sion of rich merchandise, to be converted 
that, although he had for years dogged the into baubles and blue calico, at a clear net 
footsteps of the assassin, the opportunity profit to the specious Hindoo of two hun- 
had never yet occurred when he might' dred per cent. Myrrh, ivory, and gum- . 
wash out the stain ! A skulker among his arabic civet, frankincense, and ostrich- 
clansmen at a distant oasis, the cowardly feathers, were piled in every corner of hm 
savage had profited of his deep cunning to booth ; and the tearing of ells of Nile stuff 
baffle the creese of the avenger ; and he and Surat cloth, and the counting out of 
still vaunted his trophy of blood, without porcelain beads, wa^ incessant so long as 
. any account of its acquisition having been the daylight lasted. Withered beldames, 
required. . with cracked penny-trumpet voices, were 

But the day of reckoning and of retribu- meanwhile actively employed in the erec- 
tion was now nigh at hand. The mother tioh of new edifices ; and more and moi« 
of Ambeesa had counted out the dowry camels were ever pouring toward the scene 
demanded of any who should espouse of primitive commerce, loaded with the 
young Aylia, and had claimed the girl as long elastic ribs, and the coarse date mat- 
her daughter-in-law elect. At the sight ting, which form the skeleton and shell of 
of the beeves, and the fat rams, and the the nomade’s wigwam, 
trinkets, and the trumpery cloth, the sole It was dusk when Ambeesa entered tire 
remaining eye of the old sheikh glistened long centre street of this busy scene. He 
with a lustre that’ it had not known for had journeyed many days, alone and on 
years; but his haughty soul could ill brook foot, and his mantle, and his arms, and bis 
the thought of his daughter being wedded lofty brow were alike deeply stained with 
to one whose father’s death thus rested the disguising dust of the desert. A gang 
unavenged. “ Get thee hence, young of Bones, with a stalking ostrich, driving 
m^,” Se exclaimed sternly, 'shaking his before them sundry asses laden with 
silvered locks, after a short inward conflict spoils of the chase, arrived at the same 
with his avarice~“get thee hence, nor moment from, the opposite direction. Rude 
show Sy face again within my doors as a parchnaent-covered quivers, well stocked 
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with poisoned shafts, hnng nerflgendy by 
their side, suspended by the tufted tail of 
a lion; and with their classic bows over 
their wiry shoulders, the gipsy votaries ol 
Diana advanced, swearing and blasphem- 
ing, toward the Eesah quarter of the strag- 
glmg encampment. 

The light which gleamed through the 
black goat-hair awning of a Guragud slave- 
merchant, fell upon the features of the wild 
party as it passed ; and Ambeesa’s heart 
beat high with exultation when, decorated 
with a dirty ostrich plume,, he fancied he 
could i-ecognize the very foe of whom he 
was in search. The archer was, in truth, 
a most truculent-looking knave — one who, 
if his visage did not strangely belie him, 
might have been the perpetrator of any 
given atrocity. The tail-lat of four Ber- 
bera rams incrusted his head in a perfect 
helmet of tallow ; and the. putrid entrails 
of the antelope he had last slahn, were 
slung in noisome coils about his neck, to 
the pollution of the atmosphere he breathed. 
His repulsive front displayed, through the 
accumulated filth of forty years, a perfect 
maze of mystic figures in tattooed relief, 
on which were imbedded amulets stitched 
and the distended lobes 


of Ills enormous ears were so loaded with 
pewter rings, that not another could- have 
been squeezed in. A gap, consequent 
upon the loss of five front teeth in a recent 
brawl, made room for a quid of no ordinary 
dimensions. Two small, sunken, blear 
eyes, which appeared to work upon a 
swivel, squinted alternately, as the in- 
flamed balls were revealed by turns ac- 
cording to the employment of the wearer’s 
sinister vision ; and on his meagre, sunken 
cheek yawned a seam five inches in length, 
which precisely corresponded with a gash 
known to hav6,been inflicted by the youth’s 
fiither during a certain moonless night at 
Errur, when a stab in the back had aroused 
the veteran from a deep sleep, to his mortal 
struggle. “ 

^ Stay you here, Moosa,” quoth one of 
the ^wmen, addressing ^this captivating 
hero, as they stopped before the doorway 



wenches to unload the -asses..” 

The name had not been lost upon Am- 
beesa, who, like all of his bigot creed, pjaced 
the firmest reliance in fate. He had sworn 
never to return until he should have given 
the body of Moosd to the wild beasts, where 
the vultures might jjick 6ut his eyes. The 
object of his weary journey w^s by the in- 
terference of destiny .m his favor, already 


within his clutches. He who murdered his 
sire was assuredly alone with him in a dark 
lane, and Aylia was without doubt his own ! 

‘‘ Wogerri maani^ tvogerri maani, ivo- 
gerri maanir repeated the Woeman cold- 
ly, as he extended his open hand toward 
the doomed victim^ in token of amity, 
j « ’Wogerri^ icogerri, carelessly 

returned the savage thus accosted, at the 
same time passing liis greasy fingers me- 
chanically over the palm presented. The 
same triple salutation again reiterated, w^as 
thrice returned ; and it gradually dwindled 
away to an assenting “ tini in itself 

fully as frigid as the wearisome repetitions 
of inquiry had been deeply treacherous. 

Moosa stooped to shake the pebbles from 
his dilapidated sandal. His bare back was 
toward the Woema, for his garment had 
fallen from his brawny shoulder. It was 
enough. Muttering through his closed 
teeth an inaudible invocation to Allah, Arn- 
beesa suddenly drew his creese, plunged 
the razor-edged blade to the very hilt into 
the yielding spine of his unsuspecting foe, 
tore the vaunting white feather from his 
greasy locks, spurned the prostrate carcase 
with his foot, spat upon the unseemly fea- 
tures; now distorted into the agonies of 
death, and fled into the wilderness. 

Months had elapsed, and the festive 
son had now returned at which the 
douins annually celebrate their weddings. 
Many a dark-eyed damsel had been led by 
her happy swain to the nuptial wigwam, 
when a gayer procession tlian usual was to 
be seen passing up the centre street of the 
encampment at Gai’el. Eight wrinkled ma- 
trons led, brandishing swords and creeses 
with truly Amazonian gestures; while they 
danced to a wild song in which all joined 
chorus to the dissonant thumping of a ket- 
tle-drum. The charms of the maiden bride 
who followed, and had been long betrothed, 
were screened from vulgar gaze beneath a 
canopy of blue calico, borne by a party of 
the village belles, splendid with porcelain 
jewelry and grease — ^their arms, like those 
of the sister graces, entwining each other’s 
waists; while every idle blackguard that 
could be mustered, swelled the nuptial train. 
At intervals, the music of the tambourine 
gave place to a shrill vocal solo, when the 
nymphs pirouetted in a mazy circle ; and 
the procession, after thus parading through 
the hamlet, was preceded on its return by 
a party of dirty urchins, bearing the dower 
in ornamented baskets woven of the wiry 
leaf of the palm. Massive ear-rings of brass 
and copper were among the treasures, and 
the much prized, though far from becoming 
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coif of blue calico which forms the badge 
of the wedded wife, had not been forgotten. 

Aylia was still the fairest of all the 
daughters of her tribe, and Ambeesa ever 
the foremost when the- speai' was thrown 
over the shoulder of the warrior. Happi- 
ness and content reigned in the rade hut 
No harsh word had ruffled the existence of 
the young pair, and the stranger never 
^ passed the door without the ready draught 
of milk being proffered, or the kind word 
exchanged. But in accordance with the 
barbarous usage of the Adel Bedouin, the 
wi fe was to re main an inmate of her father’s 
f dwelling, until she should have become the 
mother of three children. 

’T was midday in the sultry summer 
months, and the fiery sun poured his fiercest 
rays from his meridian throne. No human 
eye was able to endure the broad glare that 
pervaded the Vast .sandy plain of Errur, 
which at intervals was scoured by towering 
whirlwinds, imparting the aspect of a man- 
ufacturing town with its huge-steam-en^ 
gines at work. All animate nature shrank 
under the scorching heat, which had even 
curled the few scanty tufts of withered 
vegetation. The stillness of death per- 
vaded a desolate scene over which floated 
the treacherous mirage. Not- a creature 
moved, and no sound was heard save the 
. roar of the angry whirlwind tearing every- 
thing before it, as it swept in reckless wrath 
across the encampment, eliciting while it 
raged among the frail mat tenements of the 
location — unroofing some and filling others, 
with dust and pebbles — a curse fioin te 
drowsy savage whose rest it had disturbed. 

Suddenly a shrill' cry arose in the dis- 
tance, the well-known tocsin for the as- 
sembly of the men-at-arms. Electrical in 
its efiect, every slumberer started to his 
feet, and each hut, which had for hours 
been silent as the tomb, poured forth its 
warrior, armed and ready for the fight, j 
On the verge of the plain 'was descried a j 
band of the Alia Galla driving off a troop | 
of camels, and wuth the points of their j 
spears goading the awkward animals to. a i 
grotesque gallop. Their remoteness, and ; 
the unnatural speed to which they had been 
urged, imparted, through the medium of 
the mirage, the appearance of dismem- 
bered animals flying in portions through 
the deceptive atmosphere. Now a head 
attached to a long neck was separated from 
the body, and elevated many feet above its 
proper place ; and now animated legs of 
, , euxaggerated length could alone be -perceiv- 

ed fast flitting over the sultry desert Un- 
attached tails danced in the quivering va- 
por, and the entire distance was alive with 


fragments of men and dromedaries, which ij , 

seemed to have been hurled through the 
air by the bursting of an exploded mine. 

Galla and Woema, pursuer and pursued, 
scoured for some, hours over the sandy 
vraste ; and it was near sunset when the 
pagan marauders were overtaken on the 
confines of their own territories. A sharp 
conflict ensued ; and two on each side hav- 
ing fallen, the booty was retaken, and the 
unbelievers put to flight by the sons of the 
Faithful. 

• From the door of her father’s wigwam, 

-Aylia watched with inw^ard misgivings the 
return of the victors ; and as she saw the 
bodies of the fallen borne upon the shoul- 
ders of their comrades,- her young heart 
throbbed audibly; for her newly- wedded 
husband was one of those who had gone 
forth. As her straining gaze fell upon the 
still gory corse of him she loved, a flood 
of hot tears dimmed her lustrous eyes, and 
uttering a'piercing shriek, she sank sense- 
less at the threshold. Roused again to 
life, the bereaved girl filled the hut with 
her dcieful cries. Death would indeed 
I have beerf almost preferable to the lot ac- 
I corded by her destiny. The property 
brought . at his marriage by the deceased, 
was resumed by his grasping relatives, and 
the late light-hearted wife, became once 
again a slave under the roof of her avari- 
i Cious parent, there to lead a life of drudg- 
j.ery until another wealthy suitor should pay 
the dower fixed upon her charms. But 
1 the light elastic step was gone, by which 
: Aylia had erst been distinguished above all 
the'Woema maidens. The full black orbs 
had lost their wonted lustre, and the radi- 
ant smile no longer beamed over her faded 
features. The orphan pledge of her first 
love clung to a widowed breast, and the 
heart that beafbeneath was broken by the 
untimely fate of the brave youth Ambeesa. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE OHE-EYED FAMILY. • HAO, AHB FIRST 
GLIMPSE OF THE HAWASH. 

The Arab chieftain of the Foudthli, of 
whom flying parties still infest the deserts 
of Aden, is renowned for the possession 
of two thumbs upon the dexter hand — b . 
proud distinction by which his ancestors 
have been recognized from time immem^ 
rial. She’ikh Oomer Buttoo ibn Ali, aki! 
of the Tukhaiel, who occupy the country 
from the oasis of Yoor Erai'n Maroo to 
. Hao, a few miles eastward of the Hawash, 
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glories in the loss of a sinister eye ; and ; 
le is reputed to have forfeited it byani 
hereditary visitation, which through every ' 
generation has disfigured his ancestors in 
like manner no single head of the illus- j 
trious line having been known to possess 
two eyes ! This venerable Polyphemus 
visited the camp after dark, attended by 
his hopeful son and heir, who has already 
qualified for the succession ; and after re- 
ceiving each a piece of blue calico in the 
clandestine manner which these savages 
prefer to a more orthodox public presenta- 
tion, they slunk away, well satisfied, with 
their booty. 

A group of slatternly females belonging 
to the Ittoo Galla had sauntered carelessly 
into camp with ox-hides for sale, and to- 
bacco, the produce of their own high hills ; 
and their abrupt departure as the evening 
shades drew on had led to suspicions anent 
the object of their visit. At the going- 
down of the sun therefore a, cption was- 
iromulgated by the ras, enjoining a vigi- 
lant look out for Galla and wild beasts *, 
and his earnestness might almost have led 
to the anticipation of a rush of wild eques- 
trians through the encampment, ora charge 
of hungry lions from the adjacent gloomy 
thicket, before the termination of the first 
watch. But the cry of “ wolf I” had been 
too often dinned into every ear ; and al- 
though both elders and escort had'sworn 
that this night at least should be one of 
wakefulness, no surprise was elicited by 
the disappearance of their bushy heads, 
one after another, beneath the raats--an 
example which was speedily followed by 
ail the Europeans off duty, as the rain be 
gan again to tumble in torrents, 

“ Et veterem in Umo raiiffi cecinere querelam^”' 

The fear of attracting the “ Buddoo,” as 
the much-dreaded marauders of every cla^s 
were generically designated, still invaria- 
bly brought an order which, there w^as no 
gainsaying, to strike and pack the tent be- 
fore sunset, however threatening the as- 
pect of the weather. But the despotism 
of the ras was light in comparison with the 
tyranny exercised by his unaccommoda- i 
ting train. At whatever hour of the night 
the arbitra^ mandate to load , might be pro- 
mulgated, it was required that the bedding 
of the whole party should forthwith he de- 
livered at the quarters of the arrogant dri-i 
ver to whom it pertained, since he declin-' 
' ed making his camel walk to the spot. 
Moreover, the delay of a few minutes was 
su$cient to condemn it to be left on the 

S ' jgyij* ^notwithstanding that preparations 
often occupied twonours, which might 


as well have been devoted to rest ; and 
this wanton curtailment of sleep was 
doubly felt after the heavy nocturnal duty 
that devolved upon all. 

The route on the 9th led across the fiat 
of Halikdiggi Kabir, a continuation of the 
Moolu plain, extending from the Azboti 
and Ittoo ranges to the mountains Aiiilioo 
and Abida. Twelve miles in breadth, it 
presents one monotonous alluvial level, 
treeless, but thickly covered with grass, 
interspersed with dwarf shrubs, and en- 
livened by herds of the elegant w/iorr, 
among which the secretary-bird occasion- 
ally strutted in native dignity. Baezfp 
and zebras, too, were decried on the hills 
which bound the flat ; and a luckless leop. 
ard being detected in the act of stealing 
across the expanse, the savage group pur- 
sued like demons from every quarter, and 
having presently hooted and hunted the 
terrified animal into a bush, transfixed Ms 
carcass incontinently with thirty spears. 

The whole landscape was alive during 
this animated scene which scarcely occu- 
pied a minute ; and in due process of time 
the panting warriors rejoined the caravan, 
their necks, spears, and shields adorned 
with strips of the victim’s tail, while he 
who by dint of superior wind and fieet-^ 
ness had drawn the first blood, was by iiis' 
comrades publicly inA^ested with the spot- 
ted spoils that he had won. The appear- 
ance of the party on their return, accom- 
panied by a stray horseman who had for- 
tuitously joined, in the chase, gave birth in 
the bosom of the ras to an apprehension 
that the Ittoo Galla were descending upon 
the caravan. The ranks were accordingly 
closed, and the Europeans aguin took post 
on the flank to be assailed, until a nearer 
approach revealed in the savage hand the 
features of friends. 

A descent of thirty feet over a narrow 
tongue of land, led into the valley of Halik- 
diggi ■ Zuginr, styled by the Adaiel the 
Great Hawash — its breadth being about 
two and a half miles, and the bed a perfect 
level, covered with fine grass, on which 
grazed a troop of wild asses. Bounded 
throughout the serpentine progress by par- 
allel banks of corresponding height and, 
appearance, the hollow would seem to ex- 
tend from the mountains of the Ittoo Galla 
north to the Aiiilioo volcano. It wears the 
aspect of having been once the channel of 
a considerable stream — ^tbat of the Ha- 
wash perliaps, which river may not impro- 
bably have been diverted into its present 
course at the period when the extensive 
volcanic tract around Mount Abida was in 
' a state of activity, and when subterranean 
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infittence must have caused extraordinary a tangled web of grease-clotted hair, like 
revolutions in the entire aspect of the a drowsy owl out of an ivy bush. He pre- 
country. sented a truly striking picture of man in 

Here occurred the last specimen seen of the natural state. Although never without 
tlie kurbeta, the myrrh-bearing tree,* of a new quid in his mouth, and another half 
w’-hich two varieties are found abundantly masticated behind either ear, he passed 
over ali the barren hill sides, from the hours of each day in importuning for more 
Doomi valley to the borders of the Ha wash, of which he was the most pas- 

That producing the better description bf sioiiate adniirer ; and it was his undeviat- 
the gum resin, is a dwarf shrub, with deeply ing rule never to pass a white face without 
serratedcrispleavesof a dull green; where- repeating in an authoritative tone thetri- 
as the other, yielding a substance more syllable “ in token of his deter- 

, like balm than myrrh, attains a height of mination to add still farther to his stock in 
ten feet, and has bright shining leaves, hand of yarn-needles, which already out- 
From any bruise or incision inflicted, the numbered the quills of the porcupine. 

flows copiously in the form of a Firmly persuaded that every mule with 
milky juice, possessing a perceptible acidity, the party had been purchased for his espe- 
whicli either evaporates or becomes chem- cial riding, and equally convinced that his 
icaliy changed when the gum forms. Left presence was indispensable to the general 
ungathered, it bscomes hard with the loss safety, he appropriated the very first that 
of the volatile oil, and thus crumbles away ; came within his reach, changing it as often 
but if the wound be cleared frequently, a as he thought proper, and never leaving it 
very large quantity may be collected du- without a galled back. If not a professor 
ring the seasons, which occur in January of equitation, he was at all events devoted 
when the buds appear after the first rain, to the science, and it was with a fiendish 
and again when the seeds -are ripe, in scowl indeed, that while crossing Halik- 
March. , diggi Zughir, he received an order to dis- 

Three ounces of the finest myrrh and mount from a steed which he had selected 
one of dross, may thus be obtained during out of the drove for the purpose of riding 
the year, and the secreting vessels lying down am oryx. Tuiowaideer 
immediately under the epidermis, a very , he mumble^ sulkily as he thrust away the 
slight bend in a branch makes it fiow freely, animal with the butt of his spear— Tim^ 
Tim wandering shepherds either tear off waddee / I am a great man’s son, and have 
•one of the lower limbs, or so bruise the no intention of walking. If I am not to 
stern with a heavy stone as to retard the have a horse,- you may even settle as best 
growth of the tree ; but every new sprout is' you can with my father’s Bedouins.” 
spontaneously covered with gum, altlrough Mules, horses, and camels, in considera- 
in a somewhat more fluid state. Repeated \)]q numbers, were abandoned before the 
injuries in the same spot lead to the forma- termination of this tedious and sultry march 
tion of an ever-filling cavity, and , — ^fatigue, want of water, and a lack of 

-The mirrh. s-v-eete bleeding in the bitter wonnde,” fo^ge, having reduced alltQ SUCh positive 
‘ skeletons that they walked with difficulty, 

is transferred by each passer-by to the hoi- Ascending three successive terraces, each 


low boss of his shield, to be exchanged for of fifty feet elevation, the road finally wound 
a handful of tobacco with the next slave- into the confined and waterless valley of 
■dealer met on the caravan road. But the Hao, famous for the number of parties that 
Danakii are not altogether ignorant of the have at various times been surprised and 
virtues of the drug, and invariably recom- cut up by the neighbc^ring Galla — 
mended it for those horses that -were una- 

He to proceed from heat and exhaustion. Jg here become tlie lion of the plain 
It has been seen that from Yoor Era’in And worse.” 

M4roo,au accession to the esebrt was re- 1 ^ree 


ceived in the person of the hopeful son of erapseu since Luiee 

Dafah Mohammad, co-chief of the Sidi 

Habroo. This insatiable vagabond, a wor- ^patient to satisfy burning ttirsUiur^- 
thy scion of his stock, had received 

the hand of Nature an aspect that could "f by a band of Galla horsemen, who M 
only have belonged to a finished cut-throat am conc^led behmd the rocks mmeia^ 
Deeply -scarred” with the small-pox, his t T 

peered through whg barbarous tropM^ « «umph. 
* Buhiunodwdion Myrtha.j I The dale hard by had only two nights pre- 
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vioTisly to th© arrival of tho present party, 
formed the scene of a skirmish between 
the Ittoo and the inhabitants of the plain, 
when the bodies of twenty of the former ' 
and nine of the latter were left to the vul- 
tures and hyenas. Every hill and valley 
in this direction could, in fact, tell its in- 
dividual tale of bloodshed and slaughter. 
The wild barbarians keep a constant Jook 
out to pounce upon any wanderers weak- 
er than themselves, and few are the na- 
tives to be seen who bear not on their per- 
sons some indelible mark of hand to hand 
combat. ’ 

Fatigued by the long march, the Dana- 
kil were all fast asleep within their tem- 
porary sheds, a few of the drivers excepted, 
who tended their browsing camels among 
the adjacent thorns. In an instant the 
whole valley rang with the cry to assem- 
ble at arms, and inconceivable was the 
confusion that ensued. Many of the es- 
cort, only half alwake, in rushing forth over- 
threw portions of their dens upon others 
who were still inside. Warrior clashed 
..against warrior, shield against shield. The 
rocky hill-side was presently a living mass 
of half-clad savages, panting up the steep 
acclivity, when a few Galla sdouts, whose 
sudden appearance on the plain had caused 
the alarm, were perceived mounting their 
steeds; and, understanding themselves to 
be the objects of these warlike preparations, 
they precipitately sped their way. 

From the summit of the height was ob- 
tained an exhilarating prospect over the 
dark lone valley of the long-looked-for Ha- 
wash, The course of the shining river 
was marked by a dense belt of trees and 
verdure, which stretches toward the base 
of the great mountain range, whereof the 
cloud-capped cone that frowns over the 
capital of Shoa forms the most conspicu- 
ous feature. Although still far distant, 
the ultimate destination of the embassy 
seemed almost to have been gained; and 
none had an idea of the length of time 
that must elapse ere his foot should press 
the soil of Ankober. A day of intense h^at 
was as usual followed by a heavy fall of 
rain, which, owing to the unaccommodating 
‘arrangement again peremptorily exacted, 
of striking the tent at sunset, thoroughly 
drenched the whole party ; but before mial- 
ly drawing the mat over his sleepy head, 
the ras el kafilah mounted a cone which 
‘ stood in the centre of the compact circle, 
and proclaimed, in a loud voice to all', a 
night, of light sleep and watchfulness. 


passage of the hawash. 

Numerous were the apprehensions now 
in agitation relative to the state of the 
formidable river in advance, whose shallow 
stream, so easily forded during the season 
of drought, was not unreasonably conjec- 
tured to be swollen by the recent rains. 
Second of the rivers of Abyssinia, and ri- 
sing in the very heart of Ethiopia, at an 
elevation of eight thousand feet above the 
sea, which it never reaches, the Hawash 
is fed at long intervals by niggard tribu- 
taries from the high bulwarks of Shoa and 
Efat, and flows like a great artery through 
the arid and inhospitable plains of the 
Ada'iel, green and wooded throughout its 
long course, until Anally ahsorbeli in the 
lagoon-s at Aussa ; and the canopy of 
fleecy clouds, which, as the day dawned, 
hung thick and heavy over the lofty blue 
peaks beyond, gave sad presage of the 
deluge that was pouring between the ver- 
dant banks from the higher regions of its 
source. 

Passing along the face of the murderous 
hill, which is of wacke formation, the 
road descended by several sloping terraps, 
to the level valley through which the river 
winds. At first thinly wooded, the soil 
was covered witii tall rank grass, which, 
in consequence of the perpetual incursions 
of the Galla, grew in ail its native luxu- 
riance, uncropped whether by fiock or herd. 
But as the path w'ound on, gum-bearing 
acacias and other forest trees increased 
both in size and number — the jungle and 
undergrowth, teeming with guinea-fowl, 
which rose clamorously at every step, 
waxed thicker and thicker— groves of 
waving tamarisk, ringing to the voice of the 
bell-bird, flanked every open glade, where- 
on lay traces of recent inundation : and 
the noble trees which towered above them 
from the banks of the Hawash, gave evi- 
dence in their shattered branches of the 
most ponderous of terrestrial mammalia. 

Vegetation having here assumed a lux- 
uriance known to none of the joyless and 
unproductive regions hitherto traversed, it 
is with some difficulty that the pilgrim, 
anxious to behold the rare phenomenon of 
a running stream, forces his way through 
the dense thickets, which, until the foot 
touches the very brink of the precipitous 
bank, so completely screen the silent river 
from view, that its very existence might 
almost be questioned. But after a perse- 
vering strug;gle, farther progress was at 
length arrested by a deep volume of tur- 
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bid water, covered with drift-wood, which 
rolled at the rate of some three miles an 
hour, between steep clayey wails twenty- 
five feet in height, bounding a mere break 
through the mud and sand. The breadth 
of the channel fell short of sixty yards, 
and the flood was not yet at its maximum ; 
but its depth and violence, added to the 
broad belt of tamarisk and acacia, inter- 
laced by large creepers and parasites, which 
hems in both sides, promised to offer much 
dilBciiity and delay in the coming passage. 
Pensive willows that drooped mournfully 
over the troubled current, were festooned 
with recent drift, hanging many feet above 
the level of the abrupt banks ; and this 
appearance, no less than the rubbish scat- 
tered over the borders, fully proved the 
assertion of the natives that the water had 
recently been out, to the overflowing of 
the adjacent flat country for many miles. 

The ilawash, here upward of two thou- 
sand two hundred feet above the ocean, 
forms in this direction the nominal boun- 
dary of the dominions of the King of 
Shoa. Izhak was therefore strongly urg- 
ed to dispatch a courier in advance, who 
might apprise his majesty of the near ap- 
proach of the British embassy. But from 
some latent and sinister motive- of his 
own, the-pfoposal was again negatived, as 
it had before frequently been, upon the 
grounds' of the dangers to be apprehended 
on the road. These, according to his 
showing, rendered it impossible for a sin- 
gle messenger to venture on so rash an 
undertaking, notwithstanding that Ahmed 
Mohammad, the Dankali who had been 
the bearer of the letter dispatched to Shoa 
from Tanjura, and who was still with the 
caravan, had- so recently passed' twice in | 
safety over this identical route. ! 

As. a measure of precaution against in- 
undation, the camp was formed upon the 
summit of a small stony eminence, con- 
siderably above high-water niark ; and 
several armed Bedouins were presently 
lounging and prying about the tent, to the 
great annoyance and discomfiture of the 
ras el kafilah. Those fellows call them- 
selves Dobeni,’’ he remarked, “ and will 
not commit murder wantonly ; but the 
villains are thieves in grain, and wilL steal 
whatsoever they can lay their hands upon. 
They have no business here.” 

Many energetic remonstrances touching 
the impropriety of the obtrusion, produced 
not the smallest effect upon these obstinate 
savages ; and finding tkat ffiey continued- 
to laugh him to scorn, and to set his 
boast^l authority at defiance, the old man 
finally req^uested that a musket might be 


fired over their heads — a measure which 
quickly brought about the desired decamp- 
ment. The smell of gunpowder is intol- 
erable to every Dankali. The bravest of 
the brave slide off with a growl and a 
sulky look, if a gun be but touched in 
their presence ; and an unexpected dis- 
charge, as on this occasion, when a knot 
has collected, causes every man to start 
upon his feet, and, with a muttered curse, 
to bring his spear to the rest. 

The residue of the day was devoted by 
the camel-drivers to the preparation of 
rafts for the transport of the baggage, and 
the working-party was still at the river, 
when the Adaiel conch sounded to arms, 
and the shrill war-whoop again summoned 
all to the rescue. Great was the confu- 
sion that ensued, and light-footed warriors 
were to he seen scampering down every 
avenue, armed with spear and shield ; but 
the cry proved to have been raised in con- 
sequence of a disaster .that had befallen 
.one of the camels. Too lazy to loosen 
the cord which fettered the fore-legs of 
the 'animal, the stupid owner had driven 
it, thus crippled, down the steep slippery 
bank to the water’s edge, when, as might 
have been' anticipated, it was swept away 
by the strong current, without being able 
to make one struggle for extrication. 

At sundown the caravan was closely 
packed within a stout thorn-fence, serving 
as a partial protection against the wild 
beasts and" plunderers with which the 
dense thicket is infested — its endless 
depths being so entangled and interwoven, 
that no eye could penetrate the gloom. 
The moonless night was passed in ex- 
treme discomfort, owing to a deluge of 
rain which commenced early, and fell in- 
cessantly for many hours. Deafening 
thunder pealed in startling claps overhead, 
and broad sheets of fire, lighting up the 
entire face of the landscape at short inter- 
vals, for a moment only disclosed the sav- 
age loneliness of the wild spot, which was 
the next instant shrouded in pitchy dark- 
ness; ■ 

With the dawning day, preparations 
were made for crossing the river on ten 
frail rafts which had already been launch- 
ed-— transverse layers of drift-wood rudely 
lashed together, being rendered sufficiently 
buoyant, by the addition of numerous in- 
flated hides and water-skins, to support 
two camel loads. The sharp creeses of 
the Dan^kil had removed many of the 
overlopping boughs, interlaced with creep- 
ers, which impeded transit toward the 
point selected for the passage, and in the 
course of a few hours every portion of the 
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baggage had been deposited at the water’s 

feasting off his garments, Mohammad 
All, always the foremost in cases of diffi- 
culty and danger, now seized the end of a 
rope betwixt his teeth, and, plunging into 
the river, swam ivith it to the opposite 
bank, where it was belayed, upon tlie prin- 
ciple of the flying bridge, to an overhang- 
ing* willow — a guy which connected it 
with each raft serving to counteract the 
violence of the stream, which, in spite of 
the heavy rain, had fallen upward of a 
foot during the night. Raiment was now 
discarded by every Dankali, and the work 
commenced in right earnest ; but difficult 
and laborious indeed was the task before 
them. The water trickled over their 
greasy limbs until a late hour of the even- 
ing, and the utmost exertions only^ suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing the transfer of 
the endless train to tiie western bank be- 
fore nightfall, with the loss of three beasts 
of burden drowned, and sundry firelocks 
sunk to the bottom. 

This latter disaster arose from the spon- 
taneous going to pieces of one of the rude- 
Jy-lashed rafts, when one of the clumsy 
followers became entangled in the wreck, 
and but for the exertions of the son of Ali 
Abi would inevitably have been lost. The 
fair Hasseineewas among those who were 
thus cast away in the middle of the deep 
waters ; but her’s was not the person to 
sink, and floating like a Naiad on the sur- 
face, with long raven locks streaming over 
her fat shoulders, the nymph appeared to 
be in her native element, and was soon 
shaking her wet petticoat on the opposite 
shore. 

The baggage being of necessity divided, 
and the whole of the native escort as well 
as the camel-drivers employed in loading 
and navigating the rafts, it was deemed 
prudent, in addition to an ostentatious dis- 
play of rifles on both sides, to make liberal 
disbursements of blue calico, in order to 
purchase the neutrality AC the Bedouins, 
who infest the borders of the river. On 
the division of the party, some of the Adaiel 
females being separated from their lords, a 
characteristic trait of Ibrahim Shehem Abli 
was elicited by the proposal for solution of 
the old riddle of the three jealous husbands, 
with their wives, who found on the banks 
of a rapid stream which they were desirous 
of crossing, a boat that would contain Only- 
three persons, whereas each felt unwilling 
to abandon his fair partner to the mercy of 
ti^e^^other. ‘ After puzzling for some time, 
without being able to arrange the transit 


exclaimed ; “ had I been one of the same 
party, I should soon have settled the diffi- 
culty by cutting the throats of the two jeal- 
ous rascals, and taking all their women to 
myself.” 

The stream of the Hawash being ex- 
ceedingly thick and troubled, from the dis- 
tance it had rolled betwixt clayey banks, it 
was with much satisfaction that a pojtd ot 
wholesome water, styled Duhbelll, was dis- 
covered, divided from the river by a narrow 
wooded neck of land, one hundred and fifty 
yards across. Steep shelving walls sirewed 
with siiells and the rellquw of liippopotami, 
environed this singular basin, which ap- 
peared to be fathomless, and to measure a 
mile and a lialf in circumference. Lofty 
trees, in a wintry dress, cast their deep 
shadow over the brink ; and while the 
stems of many were partially immersed, the 
leafless branches of some were loaded with 
storks’ nests, and the .shattered limbs of 
others presented tokens of the giant strength 
of the elephant, no less than of the terrible 
wrath of lightning and storm. 

Corresponding tongues abutting from the 
opposite banks, divide the expanse into two 
equal bays, A group of wild Bedouins 
watered their camels on the shore, and in 
the centre Behemoth rolled his unwieldy 
carcass to the surface amid floating croco- 
diles — protruding his droll snout, which 
glistened in slimy ugliness, to blow ever 
and anon a snort that might be heard at the 
distance of a mile. A two-ounce ball, duly 
hardened with antimony, took eflect in tlie 
skull of one of the boldest with a crash that 
was not to be mistaken ; but although the 
monster went down, leaving a gallon of 
blood to denote the disaster that had befal- 
len him, he had temporarily disappeared ; 
and by the incredulous Daiiakii the assu- 
rance was received with a sneering shake 
of the head, tiiat his carcass must infallibly 
be found floating in the morning. 

Much difficulty had been experienced in 
bringing' the horses and mules across the 
river, and one obstinate donkey, but too 
-well aware of its inability to swnn, having 
pointedly refused to take the water, was 
towed over by main strength at the end of 
a rope. Inflated skins kept the animal 
afloat ; but the stubborn head sinking be- 
low the surfiice, the poor beast lauded with 
sides distended almost to bursting by too 
copious draughts of muddy water. His 
master, an aged washerman from Hindos- 
tan, loving Neddy as the apple of his eye,, 
in the simplicity of his old heart, adopted 
the prescription of some wag who had fa- 
cetiously recommended suspension by the 
heels, in order to try the ancient discipline 
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of the Plumane Society for the recovery of 
drowned mortals. A fit of apoplexy was 
the result, and the donkey expired under 
the lancet. 

Followed by the lamentations of the dis- 
consolate ONvner, the carcass was dragged 
some twenty yards beyond the limits of the 
encamping ground ; and no sooner had the 
dark night thrown a shroud over it, than 
the foul scavengers of the forest assembled 
in numbers round the prey, and regardless 
of a blazing watch-fire that had been kin- 
died to avert the visits of the monarch of 
the wilderness, commenced their revels 
with the demoniacal laugh indicative of a 
right happy mood. While the rain de- 
scended in pitiless torrents, a continual 
chuckle of the highest merriment, which 
ran through ail the various notes of a clear 
throat, resounded afar amid the crunching 
of bones and munching of flesh — a deeper 
growl from some larger beast of prey, now 
and then varying the infernal harmony, to 
be followed by another ringing laugh as of 
a whole legion of devils. Vivid flashes of 
lightning played over the scene of this mid- 
night carnival ; the violent snapping of , 
branches in the adjacent forest proclaimed i 
tlie nocturnal foray of, the elephant and 
hippopotamus ; the loud roar and .the start- 
ling snort were neither wanting to com- 
plete the concert of the wild Hawash ; and 
long ere the morning dawned, the place of 
the carcass knew it not, every vestige, even 
to the skull, having found a sepulchre in 
the maw of “the laughing hyena.’* 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

WADY AZBOTI. AKEIVAL OF A SPY FEOM 
THE ABYSSINIAlsr MOUNTAINS. 

“ The robi is not dead,” was the first 
falsehood that greeted the ear when day- 
light had returned. To have told the truth 
Qtt this occasion, must have redounded to 
the personal advantage of the informant,,, 
but he had nobly upheld the national char- 
acter at the sacrifice of a , handful of his 
much-iovecj tobacco. Repairing to the 
margin of the lake, the freckled pink sides 
of a defunct hippopotamus were to be seen 
high above the surface, as the distended 
carcass floated like a monstrous buoy at 
anchor. It had become entangled among 
the tall tamarisks that rose through the 
shallow water near the brink, but hawsers 
were carried out with all diligence, and 
.with the aid of the rudder-like. tail, the 
coio:^us was towed to shore, and landed 


among the mud, under the acclamations 
of the assembled caravan. 

“ Where the carcass is, there shall the 
eagles be gathered together.” A formi- 
dable band of “ Bones” were already squat- 
ted at a respectful distance, to watch the 
..progress of events, and no sooner had the 
teeth been hewn out than they laid a^side 
their bow.s and quivers, and having stripped 
the thick hide from off the ribs, attacked 
the mountain of flesh with the vigor of a 
South African horde. Donkeys and wo- 
men were laden with incredible dispatch, 
and staggering under huge flaps of meat, 
the archers had soon left the scene of 
operations. Two reservoirs, each lying 
at the distance of a m.usket-shot, had 
meanwhile been visited — the one a sul- 
phuric basin of considerable extent, the 
other a vast sheet of ivater, embosomed in 
trees, dotted over with wood-clothed islets, 
and teeming with hippopotami. But this 
was neutral ground ; and the fears of , the 
Danakii conjuring into existence a host 
of lurking, foes, the period allowed for in- 
vestigation was brief. 

Bidding adieu with light hearts to the 
muddy Hawash, the party resumed its 
march so soon as the camel furniture had 
become sufficiently dry; and skirting 
the Dubbeili Lake, from the waters of 
w;Mch Behemoth blew a parting salute, 
passed the Bedouin hamlet of Mulku-kdyu 
in the Dotah district, to a fourth pond 
bearing the euphoiious title of Ailabello. 
Prettily situated in a secluded green hol- 
low, and presenting about the same, cir- 
cumference .as its neighbor, below which 
> it is considerably depressed, this pool re- 
sembles a circular walled cistern, and is 
obviously the basin of an old crater. Its 
waters, alkaline, bitter, and strongly sul- 
phureous, even to the smell, receive con- 
stant accessions from a hot mineral well 
at the brink, and possessing the singular 
detergent property of bleaching the filthiest 
cloth, many of the Dauakil were, for once, 
.to be seen in flaunting white togas. 
Thence the road lay over a grassy plain, 
covered with volcanic sand and ashes, and 
shut in by cones of trivial altitude, forming 
another field of extinct craters, many very 
perfect, and each environed by its indi- 
vidual zone ; — *while the circumjacent 
country, embracing a diameter of eight 
miles, exhibited through the superincum- 
bent soil, tracts of jet-black lava. 

Apprehensions being entertained of the 
non-existence of pools at the station suited 
for the encampment, still sonae , miles in 
advance,' a detour was made from the 
main road to Le Ado, “ the White Water,” 
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a very extensive lake, at which the skins 
were replenislied and the thirst of the 
animals slaked. A belt of high acacia 
jungle embosomed this noble expanse, 
which exceeded two miles hi diameter, 
the glassy surface in parts verdant with 
sheets of the lotus in full f ower, and liter- 
ally covered with aquatic fowls. Geese, 
mallard, whistling teal, herons, and flamin- 
goes, with a new species of the parra^ 
were screaming in all directions, as they 
winged their flight from the point invaded, 
where a party of Bedouin shepherdesses 
deposed to having seen a troop of elephants 
bathing not half an hour before— -the nu- 
merous prints of their colossal feet re- 
maining in testimony, sunk fresh and 
heavy on the moist sands. 

Prior to crossing the Hawash, the only 
sheep observed were the ovi$ arm lati- 
caudata, or Hejaz lamb, with sable head 
and neck, thick fatty tail, and fleece com- 
posed of hair instead of wool. This species 
had now, to the westward of the river, 
given place to the larger Abyssinian breed, 
with huge pendulous appendages of truly 
preposterous size, encumbered with fat, 
and vibrating to the animal’s progress. 
Parti-colored goats, armed with long 
wrinkled horns, sj:ill diversified the flocks, 
which were uniformly attended by small 
dogs with fox-like heads, spotted yellow 
and white, and evidently high in favor 
with their dark mistresses. 

Several of these females wore around 
the neck large tinkling brazen bells, bor- 
rowed from the collar of an Abyssinian 
mule, and forming a very suitable accom- 
paniment to the massive fabrications of 
pewter and copper which loaded their ears. 
Their long black tresses were braided into 
an. infinity of streamers, each resembling 
the lash of a schoolboy’s whip, and various 
most ingenious tattooed devices scarred 
their arms, temples, and bosoms. By the 
beaux of the caravan, unqualified homage 
was paid to certain coquettes, who carried 
milk-jars curiously wrought of palm-leaves, 
and studded with manifold cowrie shells. 
To the backs of sundry weird harridans 
were strapped skins containing sour curds, 
which attracted flies in the tens of ' millions 
usually seen around the molasses at a 
Banian’s stall. No attempt was made to 
disturb those that clustered in their blear- 
inflamed eyes ; and the swarms collected 
about the wrinkled corners of the mouth, 
were only put to flight when the hand was 
applied to second the wonted exclamation 
of surprise at the appearance of a white 
face, “ Nuhbee MohamTmdoo!^ 

. Numerous wigwams peeped through the 


extensive forest of aged camel-thorns, 
which borders on Le Ado, and eventually 
debouches upon a succession of barren 
plains, covered with herds of antelope. 
Two rough stone inclosures by the way- 
side were surmounted by poles, from which 
dangled the heads of as many lions, dilapi- 
dated by time, although still enveloped in 
the skin ; and said to have been speared 
on this spot, many years before by the 
Bedouins, who, exalted these trophies, in 
commemoration of the deed: 

Immediately beyond this point lay the 
encamping ground at Wady Azboti, where 
numerous shallow pools had been filled by 
the recent rain, but where the ill-starred 
cattle were compelled to content ’ them- 
selves with water only, not a vestige of 
grass or green herb remaining in the 
vicinity. It had, in fact, now become a 
proverb, that these two essential materials 
to existence could never be found in the 
Adel wilderness in one and the same place. 
Vast flights of locusts, which had assisted 
to lay the country bare, still carrying deso- 
lation in their progress, were shaping their 
destructive course toward Abyssinia. They 
quite darkened the air at the moment that 
the caravan halted; and a host of vora- 
cious adjutants wheeled high above the 
dense cloud, at one moment bursting with 
meteor-like velocity through the serried 
phalanx, and at the next stalking over the 
field to fill their capacious maws with the 
victims which their long scythe-fashioned 
pinions had swept incontinently from the 
sky. 

The groves around Azboti afforded a 
welcome supply of bustard, partridges, and 
guinea-fowl, together with mhorr^ and pig- 
my antelope ; and on the return of the 
heavily-loaded Nimrods to the tent, infinite 
diversion was found in the horror depicted 
on the physiognomy of tlie warlike leader 
'of the Hy Somauli band, whose old-fash- 
ioned bob wig, quaint gait, and antiquated 
comicalities, had justly invested him with 
the sobriquet of “ Doctor Syntax.” The 
professor of natural history was as usual 
busily engaged in the preparation of cabi- 
net specimens, when the old oddity advan- 
ced to see what was going on ; and as the 
bodies of beetles and locusts were subject- 
ed to the process of toasting over the fire, 
his droll features were distorted by lines, 
which revealed plainly enough an inward 
conviction entertained, that the operation 
was none other than culinary, and tliat the 
hideous insects were to be eaten. 

But the war-whoop, without which few 
days ever drew to a close, had aroused the 
doctor from his cogitations ; and at the 
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head of his men, he was presently in hot 
pursuit of a band of ruflians, who had 
eleveriy contrived to drive off a camel per- 
taining to the kafilah. Returning with the 
booty after a long chase, the exploit was 
celebrated by the war-dance^ which for an 
hour kept the camp in a fierce uproar. 
Formed in a circle, the excited warriors., 
crouched low to the ground, as they stamp- 
ed ms-d-uisf and howled with the utmost 
fury. Theh rising with one accord, they 
brandished their spears aloft, and vaulted 
franticly in the air, through a maze of in- 
tricate figures. Next arrayed ih line, a 
brave sprung ever and anon to the ^ front, 
and striding up and down with mincing 
gait, went through some strange gesticu- 
lations and contortions, as , he recited the 
prowess of the clan, and urged it to future 
deeds of valor — the clash of spear and I 
shield responding at every pause, while the | 
wild chorus pealed along the ranks. Con- i 
fusion now ensued : the baud was engaged j 
in a pantomimic condict. Savage after 
savage, roiling his eyeballs, sprang, pan- 
ther-like, across the loins of his nearest 
neighbor, and clinging fast with his heels,, 
tightly clasped his erect opponent with the 
muscles of his legs. Creeses flashed 
brightly in the air ; mock wounds were 
inflicted, and the form of dividing the 
windpipe having been duly gone through, 
long and loud arose, with the renewed 
dance, triumphant strains of Awey bu 
rooah / aicey hirooah /’’ “ I have slain ray 
foe ! I have slain my fee d’ 

Toward the close of the day,- which was 
hot and muggy under the steam that arose 
from the saturated soil, a Bedouin rode 
consequentially into the camp*, and, after 
making his observations, departed even as 
ho had come, without deigning an expla- 
nation of any sort. Attention was particu- 
larly attracted to this prying stranger, from 
the circumstance of his gray steed being 
branded, on flank and wither with the 
Ethiopian sign of the cross. Delivering 
no message, although he was conjectured 
to be a retainer of W ulasnia Mohammad, 
the abogaz or custos of the fi*ontier of 
Efat, whose post was now not distant more 
than twenty miles, the mysterious de- 
meanor of this spy did not fail to strength- 
en a report, which had long been in circu- 
lation among the mischievous Danakil, that 
at the court of Shoa, the British were far 
from being regarded in the light of wel- 
come visitors ; and farther, that an armed 
party was in readiness to oppose entrance 
into the kingdom — a rumor which, how- 
ever improbable, was unfortunately further 
supported by the extraordinary and unac- 


countable fact of no sort of recognition 
having, up to this period, been vouchsafed 
by his most gracious majesty the king. 

Rising tier above tier to the supremely- 
soaring peak of Marnrat, “ the Mother of 
Grace/’ with her doomed head ever can- 
opied in clouds, the lofty mountains which 
fortify the royal dominions, now shot like 
giant.castles from' the sandy plain, the most 
conspicuous features in the landscape. 
Yolcanic impediments, such as had beset 
the heretofore weary path, had at length 
finally ceased; but the glowing sulphur 
hills of Suliala, reared their fantastic 
spires on the verge of the monotonous ex- 
panse; and high among the more vene- 
rable witnesses to the troubled lowlands, 
the. position of Ankober was discernible ta 
the naked eye, with the steep Chaka range 
stretching beyond at still greater elevation. 
The luxuriant verdure which clothed the 
ruggei sides of the nearer slopes, while 
it contrasted strongly with the aridity of 
the barren tracts at their base, indicated 
i the presence of the autumnal rains ; and 
hereof farther evidence was afforded in 
the low grumbling of frequent thunder, 
echoing like distant „ artillery among the 
serrated summits, as the heavy black 
clouds at intervals drew their smoky man- 
tle across the scene, 'and veiled the mon- 
sters from -sight 

The departure of the silent spy was fol- 
lowed by the arrival of a most boisterous- 
visitor from the highlands. The hazy sun, 
shorn of ^bis bright beams, and looming a 
dull fiery globe in the dense mist, had no 
sooner disappeared in wrath, than a furious 
whirlwind tore along the desert plain, and 
during the gloomy twilight, the storm, 
which had been cradled amid the mighty 
mountpns, descended in desolation, like 
an angry giant from his keep. 

Black masses of cloud, ^ rolling impetu- 
ously along the steep acclivities, settled at 
length over the face of the waste, for a 
time shrouding the very earth in its dark 
dank embrace, only to render more striking 
the contrast to the dazzling light which in 
another moment had succeeded. Brilliant 
corruscations blazed and scintillated in 
every quarter of the fervid heavens, hiss- 
ing and spluttering thtough the heavy fog, 
or darting like fiery serpents along the sur- 
face of the ground — atone instant awfully 
revealing the towering peaks that frowned 
&r in the distance — ^at the next flashing in 
a hot sulphury flame through the centre 
of the encampment. 

Meanwhile the deep foil of tlmnder con- 
tinued without a moment’s intermission, 
the prolonged growl of each startling clap 
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vaTV-ing ever as it receded ia a fitful change 
of intonation ; while the wailing of the 
blast, accompanied by the sharp rattle of 
hail, and the, impetuous descent of torrents 
of rain, completed tiie horrors of a tempest 
which, now at its height, careered madly 
over the unbrohen plain. The soil had 
soon swallowed the deluge to overflowing. 
Muddy rivulets poured through every quar- 
ter of the flooded bivouac ; and the heavy 
tarpaulins, which had afforded some tem- 
porary shelter, proving of little further 
avail, the slaivering but still watchful party 
were exposed during many dismal hours 
that ensued to all the merciless fury of this 
unanpeasable hurricane. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

VALLEY OF EOKAl. HOSTrLITlES OF WUL- 
ASMA MOHAMMAD. ■ 

A COOL cloudy ‘ morning succeeding to 
this dreary, boisterous and uncomfortable 
night, the caravan was in motion before 
sunrise across the uninteresting plain of 
Azboti, in parts completely swamped, and 
covered toward its borders with one^ in- 
terminable sheet of the aloe and lilium^ 
growing beneath spreading acacias upon a 
gravelly soil Then commenced a belt of, 
hammocks, formed by prominences abut- 
ting from the high land of Abyssinia — a 
succession of hill and dale, thickly wooded 
with a variety of timber, and still clothed 
with an undergrowth of the wild aloe, 
through which wary herds of baeza thread- 
ed their way. The road soon entered the 
pebbly bed of a mountain stream, runni^ 
■easterly between precipitous basaltic dins 
toward the Hawash; but although such 
•torrents of rain had fallen 1^'e preceding 
ziight, no water was discovered in the ' 
wooded wady of Kokai, until reaching' 
Dathara, nearly thirteen miles from the 
last encampment, where the party partook 
of the first crystal brook that had occurred 
during the entire weary journey from the 
.sea-coast. 

Three thousand feet above the ocean, 
with an invigorating breeze and a cloudy 
sky, the climafe of this principal pass into 
Southern Abyssinia, was that of a fine 
summer’s day in England, rather tlian of 
the middle of July between the tropics. 
Here for the first time during the pilgrim- 
age, the tent was erected under the- shade 
ofa wide-spreading tamarind, which, among 
many other trees of noble growth, graced 
the sequestered spot. Above the surround- 


ing foliage the long white roofs of many 
of the royal magazines were visible, perch- 
ed hio-h on the blue mountain side. In the 
forked branches overhead were piled hay- 
stack-looking nests of gigantic dimensions, 
thatched with every attention to neatness 
and comfort— -the small aperture left by the 
feathered architect turned in every instance 
to the eastward, and carefully secured from 
the weather *, and perched on every twig, 
an assemblage of strange birds displayed 
their gay glittering plumage, or filled the 
cool air with melodious song. 

But from the summit of an adjacent ba- 
saltic knoll, which was ascended toward 
the close of day, there burst upon the de- 
lighted gaze a prospect more than ever 
alluring of the AbyssiniaR Alps. Hill rose 
above hill, clothed in the most luxuriant 
and vigorous vegetation. Mountain tow- 
ered over mountain in a smiling chaos of 
disorder ; and the soaring peaks of the most 
remote range threw their hoary heads, 
sparkling with a white mantle of hail, far 
into the cold azure sky. Villages and 
hamlets embosomed in dark groves of ever- 
greens were grouped in Arcadian repose. 
Rich fields of every hue chequered the deep 
lone valley ; and the sun, bidding a diur- 
nal farewell to his much-loved plains of the 
east, shot a last stream of golden light, va- 
ried as the hues of the Iris, over the min- 
gled beauties of wild woodland sceneiy, 
and the labors of the Christian husbandman. 

No delegate with greetings from the ne- 
goos awaiting the British embassy, and the 
frontier town of Parri, where caravans are 
received by his majesty’s officers, being 
now only five miles distant, a letter 
prepared, of which Mohammad Ali volun- 
teered to be the bearer. In sign ify ing gra- 
cious acquiescence to this -arrangement, 
the ras el kafilah gravely intimated that the 
^ escort of Hy Somauli spearmen, furnished 
at Killulloo by Ibrahim ibn Hameiido, de- 
clined permitting the departure of the son 
of Ali Abi, until they should have received 
the sum at which they were pleased to es- 
timate their services. Little reason exist- 
ing to be satisfied with the vigilance of this 
band ’of warriors, not one of the component 
members whereof, Doctor Syntax inclusive, 
had adopted the plan proposed by the poet 
for lengthening the days of existence by 
stealing a few hours from the night, com- 
pliance to the full extent of the exorbitant 
demand had previously been evaded. But 
as Izhak, in whom the truth was not, now 
falsely asserted and maintained that the 
akil had taken his personal security for 
the sum, and as it was obviously of the last 
importance that arrival on the frontier 
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slwTiid be timely reported, the money was doing his utmost to thwart the more liberal j 

reluctantly paid, and the courier set forth views of the crown, by treating the stran- ' ^ 

on his journey. gers with disrespect. The imperial order 

Rain was again ushering in the early that ah escort of matchlockmen should for 
hours of the night, when the unpleasant the first time cross the hill frontier, and 
intelligence arrived thata certain Wulasma proceed into the plain of the Hhwash, to ; 

Mohammad was the delinquent, and that do honor to the Christian guests, not only 
he had contrived effectually to thwart the rankled in his Moslem breast, but was cal- 
intentions of his royal master. The king culated to interfere with his resolution to 
® had commanded that his British visitors preserve inviolate the avenues to the sea- 
should be received on the western hank of coast. His intrigues had rendered aW- 
the Hawash by an escort of honor. Under tive all attempts to commimicate with the 
the comrnander-in-chief of the body-guard, court; and while the approach of the em- 
three hundred matchlockmen had been for bassy was not reported until its actual ar- 
this purpose detached from the troops on rival at Dathara, his noncompliance with 
service with his majesty, and had actually the order given had resulted most preju- 
reached Parri, whence the jealous Moslem dicially, the Danakil guides being now 
had dared to send them back upoti the ri- more than ever unwilling to persuade them- 
diciilous pretext of being unable to obtain selves that the party would be welcome, 
any tidings of the expected Pranks. , Preparations were making the following 
This important functionary, in addition morning to continue the march to Farriy 
to his office of state-jailer, is the hereditary when the burly functionary was seen pom- 
afeogaz of the Mohammadan population of pously approaching with measured step, 

Argobba on the east of Shoa, and the na- followed by a retinue of many hundred 
ture of his government exalts him in the armed followers, whose shaven heads rose 
eyes of all to the importance of a king, unturbaned above flowing white mantles. 

With the title of wulasma — a word of Far from announcing himself in the cus- 
uncertain derivation, known to Ludolf, the tomary manner, he remained seated in pdr- 
great historian of Abyssinia, who styles the tentous dignity, beneath the shade of a 
dignitary “ Pro rex of Efat — ^he possesses venerable tamarind by the road-side, until, 
unbounded influence over the frontier, his every camel having been loaded,, the cara- 
immediate duties being to preserve arnica- van moving off the ground. Aperemp- 

^ hie relations with the Adaiei occupying the tory message was received through one 

plain of the Hawash, and to protect kafi- of his myrmidons, to the effect, that he 
labs and merchants arriving from the inde- stood strictly charged with the king’s corn- 
pendent principality of Hurrur, or from the mauds to suffer not one of the party to ad- 
coast of Tajdra. His functions as keeper vance until the next day, and that he was 
of the state prison secure for him the re- prepared to enforce the interdiction. There 
sped of ail, Christians as well as Islams, seemed little reason to doubt of this being 
who have the fear of a dungeon before their a premeditated falsehood, as it afterward 
eyes ; and although numerous abogasoch proved to be ; but the ras el kafilah having 
or wulasraoch, governors of small detach- heard the injunction repeated in presence 
ed. provinces, snare his power, the name of the Wulasma Suleiman Moosa, abogaz 
and influence of all are dim under the light of Channoo, as coming direct from his ma- 
tliat glares from his loop-holed residence at jesty, timidly declined any infringement, 

Goncho. ' and again threw down the loads. 

It is the invariable policy of the haughty Condescending at length in moody sul- 
abogaz to assume the great man to all lenness to approach with his host of re- 
travellers, since it is generally understood tainers, the , triumphant potentate, armed 
that through Mm alone foreigners cap be with the rosary, or chaplet of one hundred 
received and forwarded, or if necessary, beads, which denoted his intolerant faith, 
presented to the negoos. This arrange- squeezed his pursy figure into a chair, 
ment involves not only trouble, but eon- and composed himself with much apparent 
I siderable expense ; his despotic majesty satisfaction at the success which had at- 

, claiming the prerogative of franking every tended his scheme of opposition. A de- 

visitor through his territories, and a portion bauched, iil-favored, bloated specimen of 
^ of the attendant outlay falling upon the mortality, the lines of intemperance were 

functionary who may be honored with the deeply graven on his truculent visage, 

• • royal commands. ^ which was at once cunning, sinister, and 

^ Openly opposed to European innovation, forbidding. But tlie party were not long 

Mohammad particularly disliked the advent troubled with his obnoxious presence, 
of the British embassy, and was obviously The reception he experienced, although 
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civil, was distant and studiously formal, 
and tlie sun, beating in a Ml bla2Se upon 
his bald crown, rendered his position so 
extremely untenable, that after stiffly raur- 
Riuring replies to the customaiy inquiries' 
anent the health and well-being of his 
august master, he rose unceremoniously, 
and abruptly withdsew. , 

Throughout this brief and veiy unbend- 
ing interview, a brawny retainer stood 
behind the chair, denuded to the waist. 
In his right hand he ostentatiously dis- 
played the chief jailer’s sword of state — 
a short heavy blade upon the model of the 
old Roman falchion, inclosed in a scab- 
hard of massive silver ; and his left arm 
supported a buckler of stiff bull’s-hide, 
elaborately emblazoned with crescents and 
brass studs. The benevolent and prepos- 
sessing aspect of the Wulasma Suleiman 
Moosa, who occupied a second seat, offered 
a striking contrast to the repulsive arro- 
gance ot his scowling colleagae.- On his 
right side, protruding upward with the 
curve of a scorpioffs tail, he wore a semi- 
circular weapon, also denominated a 
sword, though in fact more nearly allied to 
reaping-hook — a proud badge of office, 
with a fluted tulip-shaped termination to 
the silver scabbard, which, according to 
the wont of the despot, had been confer- 
red on the occasion of his first installation 
in office, hut which ludicrously interfered 
with comfort in an arm-chair. - 
During the residue of the day, the con- 
duct of the state-jailer was perfectly in 
unison with his character and previous 
hostile proceedings. He brought the white 
visitors neither presents nor supplies, ac- 
cording to the rules of Abyssinian hospi* 
talityv and although made fully aware 
that the camp was drained of provisions, 
prevented purchases by the undue exer- 
cise of his influence and authority. A 
pelting rain during the night, from which 
his sleek person was defended by naught 
save the pervious branches of a tamarind, 
had not tended to soften the asperities, or 
to alleviate the sourness of his aspect, 
when the day dawned ; and it was only 
on finding the party prepared to advance 
at the hazard of forcible opposition, that 
he finally yielded the point, and betwixt 
his closed teeth muttered his grumbling 
consent to an arrangement which he felt 
longer unable with prudence to oppose* 
The English are a great nation,” whis- ’ 
pered the nephew of Ali Shermarki, as he 
passed the haughty ahogaz, and you had 
better take care to treat them civilly.. 
Wultahi ! one of their ships of war would 
carry this kafilah over the water, and you 


and all your host of followers into the 
bargain.” 



CHAPTER XXXVIL 

DINOMALI. GKEETINGS PROM THE HEG003 

AX PARRI, ON THE FRONTIER OF HIS 

DOMINIONS. 

Gradually ascending through a hilly 
and well-wooded country, still a positive 
garden of the wild aloe, the road now 
led through a succession of deep glades, 
which opened in turn upon verdant moun- 
tain scenery ; and at an early hour, after 
the first signs of cultivation had been af- 
forded in the truly grateful sight of ploughs 
turning up the soil, the tents were erected 
on the open plain of Dinoinali. 

At this, the frontier station of Argobba, 
are levied the royal import duties of ten 
per cent.; and a scene of noise, bustle, 
and confusion did not fail to ensue, such 
as is wont to attend the arrival of every 
caravan. In his character of collector- 
general of customs, the pompous v/ulas- 
ma took seat below a tree in the centre, 
while his myrmidons, beleaguering every 
load the moment it was removed from the 
camel, prevented all access on the part of 
the owner, until scrutinizing search had 
been instituted by the secretary for the 
salt trade, and the imperial scribes had, 
by a tedious process denominated writing, 
completed an inventory of contents. Prom 
time immemorial, it had been the law of 
the realm to regard the despotic ruler as 
the proprietor of every movable in the 
land ; and it was not witliont many, looks 
of incredulity and amazement, that the 
custom-house officers now received the 
astounding intimation, that they would 
touch the baggage of the British embassy 
at their peril. 

Thus for the first time thwarted in their 
prerogative of forcing open boxes, and in- 
specting the wares they contained, Debte- 
ra Tekla Zion and his brother scribes were 
tempted to attribute the opposition offered 
to the truth of a vague report already cur- 
rent,- that a foreign king was being smug- 
gled into Abyssinia for evil. And they 
were still standing in mute astonishment, 
with idle ink-horns dangling from their 
hands, lost in conjecture of the probable 
consequences involved by the unprecedent- 
^ed interference exercised, when a message 
was received, expressive of the compli- 
ments and best wishes of Sahela Selassie. 
Still at a distance from Ankoker, his ma- 
jesty had resolved, in order to hasten the 


escort of honor— final advance. 


Interview with his guests, to proceed at se 
once to the capital, whither the English m 
were invited to repair with all possible ex- I 

^ The arrival of this Bnlooked-for saluta- tl 
tion, which was coupled with an affirmative & 
answer to a request previously made, that ^ 
the presents in charge of the embassy B 
might neither be interfered with, nor sub- a 
iected to the usual custom-house scru^ny o 
when crossing the frontier, had the effect h 
of bringing to his senses the overbearing g 
wulasma; and, in accordance with the ii 
king’s instructions, oxen, sheep, bread, b 
beer, and hydromel were liberally supplied h 
without another moment’s demur. But a 
fresh source of delay and annoyance forth- v 
with arose on the part of the ras el kafil^, t 
whoso latent object being to transfer the i 
charge of Danakil caravans from the hands r 
of the corpulent and now civil jailer, to \ 
those of Wulasma Suleiman Moosa, made € 
the acceptance of supplies at the hand ot i 
the former a pretext for throwing up his c 
functions and setting out to Ankober, ex- t 
claiming as he mounted his mule in a tow- ( 
ering passion, for the avowed purpose of s 
laying his complaint at the footstool oi the j 
throne, “Am not I the brother of the Sul- < 
tan of Tajilra?” : 

But the furious elder had not proceeded , 
far on his adventurous journey, ere his 
ears were saluted by repeated discharges ■ 
of musketry, accompanied by martim mu- 
sic, and a solemn vocal chorus. These 
served to announce the advent of Ay to 
Katama, commander-in-chief of the impe- 
rial body-guard, with the escort of honor, 
consisting of three hundred matchlockmen, 
who were to have received the embassy on 
the banks of the Hawash. The arrival of 
this important personage, whose school- 
boyish sallies ill became his years and high 
military functions, was speedily folbwed 
by the appearance of Ayto W olda Hana, 
governor of Ankbber, and first nobleman 
in the realm, also fraught with congratu- 
lations. His presence had the effect of 
recalling the irritated ras to a sense of duty $ 
and no efficient carriage having been pro- 
vided by the abogaz, it was Anally arranged j 
after many difficulties, objections, and dis- : 
putes, that the baggage should be trans- 
ported to Farri, other two miles in advanc^ 
where Mohammadan porters could be ob- 
tained in sufficient numbers to convey it to 
its final destination— the niountains in ev- 
ery part being deemed quite inaccessible 
to the camel. . 

- Although the distance from Fam did 
not exceed a mile, the lateness of the hour 
at which this accommodation was vouch- 


safed, rendered it impossible to cpry the 
measure into effect until the following day. 
The governor of Ankober meanwhile po- 
litely insisted upon charging himself with 
the baggage, his officious zeal extending 
even to the effects of private individuals, 
whereby much inconvenience was entailed. 
But notwithstanding his ^anxious protest- 
ations, and the presence of so large a 'body 
of tbe royal troops, everything was finally 
left unprotected ’, and, before his negli- 
gence was discovered, four of the remain- 
ing mules had been stolen from the pickets 
by the marauders who infest the neighbor- 
hood. ^ 

Loaded for the thirty-fifth and last time 
with the baggage of the British embassy, 
the caravan, escorted by the detachment of 
Ayto Katama, witii flutes playing and 
muskets echoing, and 4he heads of the 
warriors decorated with white plumes, in . 
earnest of their bold exploits during the 
late expedition, advanced on the afternoon 
of the 16th of July, to Farri, the frontier 
town of rixe kingdom of Efa,t. Clusters 
of conical-roofed houses, covering the 
' sloping sides of twin hills which form a 
gorge wherein the royal dues are deposit- 
■ ed, here presented the first permanent hab- 
itations that had greeted tlie’eye since 
leaving the sea-coast rude and ungainly, 

! but right welcome signs of transition from 
j depopulated wastes to the abodes of man. 

As well from the steepness of the rug- 
s ged mountains of Abyssinia, which tow- 
> ered overhead, as from the pinching climate 

- of their wintry summits, the camel becomes 
, useless as a beast of burthen ; and none 
, being ever taken beyond the frontier, many 
i of the wulasma’s retinue now gazed at 
f the ungainly quadrupeds for the first time. 

- The “ ship of the desert” has been created 
1 for the especial benefit of sultry, arid, and 
1 waterless plains, such as those now cross- 

ed, where no other domesticated animal 
a Could long exist •, but where, even under 
i- the most scorching radiation of heat, when 
>f the skin peels from the parched lips of the 
; pilgrim, and the horizon beams as with the 
h ffires of an hundred volcanoes, the soft 
d lustrous eye of the patient dromedary loses 
5 * not a jot of its wonted brilliancy. But 
3 - numbers had been dreadfully wrung during 
% the tedious march, those especially which 
5 - carried tent-poles and other unmanageable 
:o burdens j and among others, two of the 
h finest had sunk under the weight of the 
[e galloper-gun. No sooner was the load 

now removed, than a swarm of parasitic 
id birds, with brilliant golden eyes, here for 
ar the first time seen, swarmed around the 
bt- galled part, and having dived into the gap- 
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ing wounds, without causing perceptible 
annoyance to the suiferer, became so en- 
grossed in the removal of ticks and mag- 
gots with their crimson bills, that several 
were made prisoners with the hand. 

Boxes and bales as they arrived were 
deposited within a stone inclosure in the 
centre of the area; and the bloated wul- 
asma, again seated in regal dignity beneath 
an ancient acacia, which threw its slender 
■shade over the heterogeneous pile, placing 
Ayto Wolda Hana upon his right hand, 
with the aid of the royal scribes and their 
inkhorns commenced an inventory de woyo. 
Vigorous attempts to force open the cases 
were once more resisted, with complete 
success. Earnest expostulations tried in 
turn by the Moslem and the Christian, 
were alike unheeded ; and amid noise, 
clamor, and confusion, such as could ill be 
described, the inquisitive functionaries 
were fain, as before, to content themselves 
with a list of packages in tlie gross. Rough 
conjectural estimates of the number of 
muskets contained in each matted roll, 
were, Imwever, clandestinely formed, by^ 
dint of squeezing and pinching ; and these 
too were . committed to writing, as though 
fears were entertained lest the king might 
now, in his own dominions, be defrauded 
- of a portion of the investment transported 
in safety thither from a distant land. 

Hajji Mohammad, a respectable old slave- 
dealer in the suite of the abogaz, had du- 
ring this interim obligingly undertaken to 
solve certain puzzling geographical ques- 
tions proposed, and with a staff was me- 
thodically tracing on the sand, for the 
edification of his European audience, the 
position of the Hawash in its upper course. 
An insane old Hassoba, long resident at 
Farri, whose head labor^ under the effect 
of sundry wounds received in youth, had 
unfortunately become violently excited by 
too copious libations in honor of the safe 
arrival of his clansmen. .To the annoy- 
pce of every one, he had been bawling 
incessantly for many hours, and he pres- 
ently staggered up to ascertain if he could 
throw light upon the subject under dis- 
cussion, 

‘*What do you know about the Ha- 
wash?” he exclaimed, in a violent passion, 
as the name of the lone river fell upon his 
ear — “ Pray where did you learn about the 
Hawash, or the Ittoo, or the Aroosi ?” — 
and suiting the action to. the word, his 
cudgel rattled heavily over the crown of 
the unoffending pilgrim to the shrine of 
the Prophet. Nettled at this unprovoked 
assault, the venerable man retorted with 
interest— blows pattered thick and fast, a 


crowd collected, creeses were drawn, and 
the friends of the respective parties felt 
themselves hound to interfere. The bel- 
ligerent Hajji was held to prevent his com- 
mitting murder; and the Adel geographer,' 
as he walked reluctantly away, unaer a 
shower of stones, turning frequently to 
breathe defiance to the object of his ire, 
repeated with a sneer, Here is the H4- 
wash indeed ; what the devil does that old 
donkey know about the Hawash 

Meanwhile arrived a special messenger, 
bearing reiterated compliments from the 
negoos, with a horse and a mule from the 
royal stud, attired in the peculiar trappings 
and colors which in Shoa pertain solely to 
majesty. The bridles and breastplates 
glittered with studs and bosses of polished 
metal ; gay embroidery in colored worsted 
covered the saddle-cloth of the mule, and a 
collection of silver chains, jingles, and bells, 
encircled her neck. At sight hereof, wo- 
men and girls enveloped in blood-red shifts, 
who had thronged to the busy scene to 
stare at the white strangers, at once burst 
into a loud scream of acclamation. A 
group of hooded widows, occupying an 
adjacent public asylum, thrust their fingers 
into their ears, and joined in the clamor. 
Escort and camel-drivers, now at their 
journey’s end, had placed no bounds to 
their hilarity. A fat ox, that had been 
promised, v/as turned loose among the 
spectators— pursued by fifty savages with 
gleaming creeses — and ham-strung by a 
dexterous blow, which threw it bellowing 
to the. earth in the height of its mad career. 
The rival clans of lean curs, that are re- 
spectively quartered on the dung-heaps of 
the twin hills, and sufter no intrusions into 
each other’s domains, rushed to the neu- 
tral ground, and forthwith commenced an 
indiscriminate engagement over the gar- 
bage ; and while Debtera Tekla Zion, still 
counting and recounting, amended his long 
list with untiring perseverance, crowds of 
porters and lounging visitors added the 
mite of their united voices to the din, tu- 
mult, and intolerable uproar which contin- 
*ued until close of day. 

Predatory incursions of the Galla upon 
the Argobba frontier are frequent, and not 
many weeks had passed away since six of 
the king’s liege subjects were murdered 
within the precincts of the encamping 
ground. In defiance of tempestuous weath- 
er, two European soldiers and an officer 
had been on guard without shelter during 
every night of the long and tedious march,, 
qnd the sergeant of the escort had every 
hour personally relieved the sentries : but 
the exposed position of the baggage, added 
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to the evil character borne by the spot, and 
the experience already gained at Dinomali, 
still precluded the discontinuance of watch 
and ward, whereof all were heartily weary. 

In the dead of night an alarm caused all 
to spring from their couches on the hard 
ground, and to stand prepared for the re- 
ception of an unse^^n foe, whose approach 
was announced by the blast of some hide- 
ous warhorn. Halters had been broken, 
and mules and horses were charging over 
the tent ropes, nor was the real cause of 
the confusion discovered for some minutes. 
A thirsty dog, unacquainted with the arti- 
hce resorted to by the fox that needed 
water, had recklessly thrust his mangy 
head so deep into an earthen jar, that he 
was unable to withdraw it, and rushing he 
Icnew not whither, was givino' vent through 
bis strange proboscis to fearful ^ hollow 
groans, which might well have instilled 
terror into the breast of the superstitious, 
and did not fail to elicit ceaseless howls 
from the canine occupants of the dunghill. 

The delinquent was shot, and order be- 
ing at length restored, those who were en- 
titled to slumber again proceeded to avail 
themselves of the privilege. After pacing 
his beat some hours beyond the wonted 
period of relief, the sentinel who mounted 
at midnignt, hailed the officer on duty. 
Receiving no reply to the challenge, he 
approached the door of the tent, and there, 
ead to relate, the first breach of discipline 
was detected on the part of the guardian 
of the camp, who, worn out by incessmrt 
vigils, was on this, his last watch, lying, 
fast asleep upon his post, with a pistol in 
each hand ! 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

•A PAUTINO TPJBUTE OF GRATITUDE I?T- 
SCFJBED TO THE PEOPLE OF ADEL. 

Tradition asserts that prior to the in- 
vasion of Graan, “ the mighty Adel mon- 
arch,” who overran and dismembered once 
powerful Ethiopia, the eastern limit of the 
empire was Jebel Aidlloo, known to the 
Abyssinians as Mount Azulo. But, al- 
though frequently invaded, no portion of 
the unde plain of the Ha wash has ^been 
reconquered, whether by Sahela Selassie, 
or by his ancestors. The relatives of cer- 
tain of those in authority have been made 
prisoners by treachery, and as hostages -are 
held in close durance by the king, but the 
coasted influence of the abogaz is princi- 
pally supported by conciliation, and by the 
annual presentation of cloths and speclo 
8 


To the various chiefs and elders —a mea- 
sure having for its object to preserve the 
avenues to the sea-coast and to- the Bahr 
Assal, whereon Shoa and Efat are almost 
entirely dependent for foreign W’-ares, and 
for salt, which the country docs not pro- 
duce. 

The powerful independent chieftain of 
the principal section of Gibdosa, who oc- 
cupy the detached hill of Rasa, across the 
Robi river, northward of Dinomali, is one 
of those in nominal alliance with the ne- 
goos ; hut his wild Moslems ' make con- 
stant predatory inroads upon the ffiontier 
of Argobba, slaying Christians and Mo- 
hammadans of either sex, without com- 
punction ; and the policy of his majesty 
prohibiting retaliation, however aggravated 
the outrage, Anbassa Ali, or the Lion,” 
who like Esau of old is said to be covered 
with hair from the crown of the head even 
unto the sole of the foot, not iinfrequently 
i makes hostile demonstrations in person, 
which require all the wulasma’s tact and 
diplomatic cunning to avert. 

From Hao, on the eastern side of the 
Hawash, to Parri, the intervening tract, 
under the nominal jurisdiction of Moham- 
mad Abogaz, is in occupation of a mixed 
nomade population, not remarkable for. their 
honesty, and composed from numerous 
subdivisions of the Danakil, but pfincipal- 

S ' from the Burhanto or Adali, under ibn 
ained deen Hassan. This latter, which 
takes Adai el in the plural, is the clan of 
the reigning Sultan of Tajura; and being 
in days , of yore the moist powerful and im- 
portant tribe in the nation, Its name has 
been imparted to the entire country, now 
corrupted into Adel. 

In time of war with the adjacent Galla 
on the south, or when called upon to repel 
the predatory invasions of the MudaVto, 
the tribes westward of the Hawash assem- 
ble with the TiikhaVel, the Debeni, the 
DcrinelajThe Rookhba, the Woema, and 
the Hy Somaiili, the extent of whose re- 
spective territories has already been de- 
fined. These, with the Abli or Dinserra, 
, under Mohammad Ali, surnamed Jeroaa, 
or “ the Thief,” which is the tribe of Ha- 
med Bttnaito, present wuzir and heir-appa- 
rent to the throne of Tajiira — the Adaue'ito 
and Nakur, under Shehem Mukkoe — the 
Dondametta, the Duttagoora, and the IIiis- 
s6ba, led respectively by Ahmed Kamil, 
She’ikh Deeni, and Decni ibn Ibrahiip — 
collectively assume the title of Debenik- 
Woema, k being the .Dankali conjunction. 

iVdalo bin Hamod, who leads a section 
.of the Gibdosa encamped at Haode and 
Diinnei occasionally unites with the De- 
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bemk-W6ema in the time of their need, 
but he is held virfcnaliy independent* The 
fourth and last section of the Deheni, under 
the authority of Mahinoodi, has its tents 
at the isolated volcanic mountain of Pan- 
tali, southward of Dinomali, where reside 
also the united Ada'iel clans Uluaito, Muf- 
fa, and Eyrolasso, under the great “brave” 
Lamidlifan. 

These tribes occupy the whole extent 
of country between Abyssinia and Mirsa 
Raheita, near the entrance’ to the Red 
Sea, the heaxl-quarters of Roofa Boorhan, 
she’ikh of a subdivision of the Duttaghora. 
Thence they stretch along the coast to the 
south-eastward, and from Goobut ;el Kha- 
rab, between the parallels, bounded on the 
south by the Eesah and other Soinauli 
tribes, and Hanked on the nortli by the 
Mudaito. 

The AdaVel or Danakil population, which, 
including the, Muda'ito, extends as far as 
Arkeeko, entitles itself Afer, and claims to 
be descended from Arab invaders, who, in 
the seventh century of ; the Christian era, 
overran and coloniaedThe low tract wdiich 
forms a zone between the Abyssinian Alps 
and the ' coast of the Red Sea. To a cer* 
tain extent, the northern tribes are subject 
to the Nayib of Arkeeko, wiiose authority 
is recognized in much the sarpe proportion 
as that of the feeble Sultan of Tajura by 
the southern clans; but, although speaking 
- the same language, they can hardly said 
to constitute a nation, being so widely dis- 
persed, that for many days together not. a 
trace of man is to be discovered over the 
joyless deserts which form the lot of his 
inheritance, scorched by an ardent sun, 
and alive only with “moving pillars of 
md.” 

From time immemorial, every individual 
has been his own king. Each marauding 
community is marked by a xvild independ- 
,ence; and the free spirit of the whole is 
to he traced in the rapine, discord, and 
■*|j|)loodshed, wliich universally prevail. 
'Theirs is “an iron sky, and a-soil of brass,’ V 
where the clouds drop little rain, and the 
earth yields no vegetation, it is no “ land 
of rivers of waters,” nor have the “ lines 
. hillln in pleasant places.” The desert 
, stretches far. on every side, strewed with 
black boulders of heated lava, and ent el- 
oped by a glowing atmosphere. In this 
country of perfidy and vindictive ferocity, 
tlie prop|;i^ors of the barren land 'murder 
cvery'stmhger who shall intrude ; and the 


l;|he guiding maxim' of all Monsters, 
en, their savage propensities are por- 


trayed in a dark and baleful eye, and the 
.avenger of blood is closely dogging the 
footsteps of one half the population. 

As laziness is tlie "chief source of Afri- 
can misery at large, so is it with the Dan- 
akil in particular. Tliey possess that 
“Tonceit in their misery,” vrliicu induces 
them to despise the labors of the cultivator ; 
and such is the characteristic want of 'wa- 
ter, that, excepliog at Aussa, agrieiilliiro 
is unknown, even in its rudest' form. A 
pastoral itinerant, and belligerent people, 
divided into endless clans and raa]irlc:tU(|iis, 
under divers independent cliiefiains. iLeir 
mode of living entitles lh.em to rank only 
one step in civilization above the positive 
savage, who depends for daily subsistence 
upon the chase and upon the spontaneous 
productions of nature. 

Born to the spear, and bred in eternal 
striie wdth his predatory neighbors, each 
lawless member of the straggring coirnnu- 
nity inherits the untameable sp'irit of the 
descendants of Ishmaei; and it is made 
subservient to ail the worst vices and pas- 
sions inlierent in the semi-barbarian. In 
his very attitude and bearing, there is that 
which proclaims him, in his own opinion, , 
lord of the universe, entitled to enjoy, with 
a thankless heart, all that he is capable of 
enjoying. No favor claims his gratitude 
—nothing demands a thought beyond the 
’'present moment.,; ' Unlike the Arab Be- 
douin, he is too indolent and improvident 
during seasons of -plenty, to convert the 
produce of his, docks and herds Into a store 
against tlie cojnlng day of drought and 
famino. Gorged to repletion, the residue 
is sulfered to go to waste ; and so long as 
his belly is full, his licentiousness gratiiied, 
and he has leisure to lounge about in list- 
less idleness, the measure of his happiness 
is complete, and tlie sun may rise and set 
'Without his troubling his head as to the 
mode in which the day has been passed, 
or how the next' meal is to be provided. 

Many ol the Ada i el are extensive own- 
ers of camels, and deal largely in slaves — 
a trade \vhich yields three hundred per 
cent., With the least possible risk or trouble 
to the merchant : hut when not upon the 
journey periodically undertaken io acquire 
the materials for this trathc, all lead a life 
ot indolence and gross, seiisuality-'-eating, 
sleeping, and indulging in the baser pas- 
sions, according to the bent of their vicious 
inclinations. Their delight is to be dirty 
and to 1)0 idle. They wear the’ same cloth, 
without al'jirition, until it fairly drops from 
the back ; and, abhorring honest labor, 
•whether agricultural or handicralt, pass 
the day iu drowsiriess,.or in the enjoyment 
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of a quiet seat before the lianilet, whei 


the scandai of the community is retailed. 
Basking in the sun, and arranging 4heir 
curly locks with the point of the skewer, 
they here indulge in unlimited quantities 
of snuif, and mumble large rolls of tobacco 
and ashes, which are so thrust betwixt the 
under lip and the white teeth, as to impart 
the unseemly appearance of a growing 
wen, and if temporarily removed, a, re' inva- 
riably deposited beliind the left ear. No 
race of m§u stink more offensively; but 
while polluting the atmosphere with rancid 
tallow, and putrid animal intestines, they 
never condescend to appu’oach a Christian 
without holding their own noses ! ' . 

Among the Danakil are to be found some 
of the most scowling, ill-favored, and hid- 
eous-looking savages in the universe, but 
the features of the majority have an Arab 
cast, which supports the legend of their 
origin ; and notwithstanding the induence 
exerted upon the lineaments by passions 
uncontrolled, the expression of many is 
pleasing, and even occasionally intellec- 
tual. All are muscular and active, but 
singularly scraggy and loosely knit, and 
to an easy, shuffling gait, is added a na- 
tional addiction to standing cross-legged. 
Young as well as old take infinite pains 
to disfigure the person, and thus to render 
it ferocious in appearance. Scars obtained 
in brawls and conflicts, from stones and 
cold steel, are esteemed the highest orna- 
ments; and the breast and stomach are 
usually seamed with a mystic maze of 
rhombs and reticulated triangles, produced 
by scarification with a sharp fragment of 
obsidian, so as to resemble the plan of a 
fortified towm of days gone by. 

The upper lip is denuded \vith the creese, 
and the scanty beard suffered to flourish 
in curls along the cheek and over the chin ; 
while the hair, coarse and long, saturated 
with grease and mutton iat from infancy, 
and exposed during life to the fiercest sun, 
becomes crisped into a thick curly mop, 
like a counsellor’s wig, which is shaved 
behind on a line between the ears, and con- 
stitutes the first great pride of the proprie- 
tor. The picking it out into a due spheri- 
cal form, affords employment during his 
ample leisure, and the contemplation of its 
wild ix^rfection^ is the predominant object 
when a mirror is placed within his grasp. 
Baldness commences at an early age, and 
many of tlie ancient dandies seek protec- 
tion from the solar influence under sheep- 
skin perukes of preposterous size, their 
Artificial curls, in common with those that ; 
are natural, displaying an ornamented j 
wooden- spike orboffldn, which serves as' 
8 * 


i comb, and is often fancifully carved and 
provided with two or even three prongs. 

The operation of greasing this wig with- 
out the aid of the barber, is original. A 
lump of raw fat, cut from the overgrown tail 
of the Berbera sheep, having been some time 
masticated and mumbled, is expelled into 
the hajjids, betwixt the palms of which it 
is reduced by rubbing to a suitable consist- 
ency, and then transferred en masse to the 
crown. Exposure to the fierce rays of a 
tropical sun soon conveys the desired nour- 
ishment to the roots of the hair. A num- 
ber of jets and brilliants, which first adorn 
the periwig, are presently fried into oily 
shreds, and the liquid tallow, adulterated 
with dfrt, trickling in streams ado wn the 
swmrthy visage and over the neck, exhales 
the most sickening of odors. All, howev- 
er, cannot afford this luxury of the toilet, 
nor is it every one who can resist the 
temptation of swallowing the dainty mor- 
sel when once consigned to the mouth ; 
and hence is seen many a poll of sun-burnt 
hair, in color and consistency, resembling 
the housemaid’s cobweb broom, which is 
quaintly denominated “ the pope’s head.” 

The simple costume of the Bedouin con- 
sists of a piece of checked cloth wrapped 
loosely about the loins, descending to the 
knees so as to resemble a kilt or short pet- 
ticoat ; while a cotton robe is thrown over 
the shoulder after the manner of the Roman 
toga. Miserly in disposition, few outward 
ornaments grace his person, save an occa- 
sional neckjace of fat, and a few armlets 
and bracelets composed of certain potent 
passages from the Ror^n, either stitched in 
leather or enveloped in colored thread. A 
thong adorned with a me taT button, girds 
to the right hip of old and young a creese 
two feet in length, the wooden hilt of which 
is decorated with a pewter stud, while the 
scabbard is ornamented with an aromatic 
sprig, employed as a tooth-brush, and mas- 
ticated for hours together. 

Three inches broad in the blade, and 
possessing a truly murderous crook in the 
centre, the creese is doubtless a most for- 
midable weapon close quarters. With 
it the Danfflvil builds his house ; with it he 
slays the animal, and flays thu carcass. It 
is his sword in battle, , his knife at the ta- 
ble, his razor, at the toilet, his hatchet, and 
his nail-parer. A savage desirous of illus- 
trating the most approved exercise, after 
whetting the bkde' upon a stone, capers 
about describing a series of flourishes and 
cuts, both under and over the shield, stab- 
bing and parrying to the' right anff to the 
left, until at length comes the last grand 
touch of disembowclment, when 'a ripping 
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'motion is accompanied by a bound into tbi'iing of the clan ; and, obedient to the call, 


air, and a howl of perfect satisfaction, such 
as might bo conjectured to issue from the 
jaws of the glutted vampire. 

The spear, which is seldom out of the 
hand of the Danakilj is. some seven feet 
in length, a . shaft of tough close-grained 
^vood called “ adepto,^^ being heavily poised 
with metal at the butt, and topped by a 
blade from ten to fifteen inches long^ by 
three broad, reduced to as keen an edge 
as constant scouring with sand and grease 
can impart. Great aversion is entertained 
to this weapon being stepped oyer, and its 
fall to the ground, independently of the 
damage that might be sustained, is regard- 
ed as an evil omen, and believed to destroy 
its power over the flesh and blood of an ene- 
my. The spear of a chief only is mount- 
ed with bands of brass and copper^^e, 
but the points of all are graced alike a 
lump of sheep’s-tail fat. Althougli some- 
times employed as a missive, the pike ex- 
ercise is more usually ' resorted to — the 
warrior stealing onward in a crouching 
position, and springing suddenly, with a 
yell and a cat-like bound, to transfix the 
body of bis foe. ‘‘None but a woman 
would retain the spear in the hour of bat- 
tle,” quoth one of the braves — “ the creese 
is the hand to hand weapon !” 

, The shield, fashioned out of the stiff 
hide of the baeza, or of the wild buffalo, 
is a perfect circle, of from one to two feet 
• in diameter, with the rim turned outward, 
and the centre convexed, for the purpose 
of checking the flight or launch of the 
missive. A button or boss which forms 
the apex, is usually adorned with some 
pro^, tropiiy pj:.the chase, in addition to 
be&’d 'of a he-goat, undeviatingly 
^tached as a charm. A small bag,, skmg 
Wu the interior of the buckler, contains the 
^portable wealth of the proprietor, and a 
, forked stick , is apnexed to. the handstrap, 
to admit of » suspension to a tree. Enga- 
ged, the warrior keep^s the shield in a epn- 
' 'tinual revolving, motion, in strict accord- 
ance with ^lie moverfj^tothis'eyes, wliich 
in fier(^e, and violent J^hzy are rolled in 
the. sppMts durin^r the dektihuance of the, 

Cmelj Biood-thirsiy, and vindictive, the 
Danakii do not possess that spirit of indi- 
vidual enterprise or chivalry, dr. that feck- 
less disregard of personal danger which, 
to certain races of menj imparts the stamp 
of military habits ; but a season of- scar- 
city dooms every neighboring tribe whose 
pastures are more favored than .their own, 
to invasion, massacre,, and pillage. A 
fiendislnvhoop is the signal for the gather- 


each man at arms, grasping spear and 
shield, abandons his wretched wigwam 
with truly savage alacrity. His fierce and 
untamed passions now riot uncontrolled., 
and those who during the foray are guilty 
of the greatest enormities, strut about on 
return among their fellows bedecked with 
ostrich plumes, and other badges of dis- 
tinction, reciting each to some wild tune, 
the tale of his bloody exploits. 

Morose, and possessing littl® perception 
of the ridiculous, witticisms and hilarity in 
conversation are restricted to the ribald 
jest ; but brawls are kequent, and the bi- 
vouac is often cheered by the wild chorus 
selected from a choice collection breathing- 
in every line self-sufficiency and defiance 
to the ■ foe. Accompanied by savage ges- 
tures and contortions — now menacing, now 
mincing, and now furious — these strains 
are chanted during the livelong night with 
clear and energetic throats, chiefly with the 
design of intimidating, by the noisy clamor, 
any hostile party that may he lurking in the 
vicinity of the encampment, intent either 
upon the requital of injuries done, or the 
acquisition of fame by aggressions unpro- 
voked. 

Superstitious to the last degree, the itin- 
erant Bedouin takes the field arrayed in a 
panoply of amulets, designed as a defence 
against witchcraft, and to be tlirown toward 
the enemy in the hour of battle. A verse 
from the Koran, sewn up in leather, and 
hung about tlie neck, secures him against 
ail incorporeal enemies. No whirlwind ever 
sweeps across the path without being pur- 
sued by a dozen savages with drawn crees- 
es, who stab into the centre of the dusty 
column, in order to drive away the evil spi- 
rit ‘that is believed to be riding on the blast. 
All have firm faith in the incarnation of the 
devil, who is described as a monster with 
perpendicular eyes, capable of rolling along 
tile ground with the rotatory motion of a 
ball ; and Ibrahim Sliehem Abli, a most 
unblushing liar, and no less notable a ne- 
cromancer than warrior, confidently fi.ssert- 
ed his individual ability to raise seven hun- 
dred of these demons for evil, during any 
moonlight night of the entire year. 

The mosque and the muezzin have no 
existence in the interior, where religion 
gradually shades away; and, unlike the 
people of Taj lira, there" is here little exter- 
nal display of Islamisin observable, save in 
the bigoted detestation evinced toward those 
of every other than the IMohammadan creed. 
But although prostrations are wanting, and 
, rosaries are untold, the vagrants still pre- 
sem their knavi.sh reputations unblom- 
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1 mantles and erects* his wigwam wlien ini- 
I grations are ixndertaken ta'distant pools and 
pastures; and, seated at his feet, chases 
away the flies which disturb his repose he- 
' neath the shade of the palm. Here, how- 
ever, the needle is monopolized by the 
male, and. he is sometimes to be seen in- 
dustriously stitching a new leathern petti- 
coat for his hard-worked partner, who, 
conscious 'of the fleeting nature of her 
charn'is, makes the utmost of her short, 
lease ; and in the nature of her occupation 
finds ample opportunities for iiidulgeiice. 

The features of the Bedouin damsel, al- 
though degenerate, resemble those of the 
Arabian mother, from whom she claims de- 
scent ; and so close a similarity pervades 
the community at large, that one moukf 
would appear to have been, employed .for 
every individual composing it. jNhiture be- 
ing suffered to model her daughters accord- 
ing to, her will, their figures during a brief 
period are graceful; but feminine symme- 
try is soon destroyed by the constant pres- 
sui*e of heavy loads against the chest, and 
under the fiery heat of her native sands, 
the nymph is presently transformed into 
the decrepit hag, with' bent back and wad- 
dling gait. A short apron of bullock’s hide, 
mth frilled edges, is tied above the hips 
with a broad band, the sport of every wan- 
ton whirlwind ; but from the waist upward 
the person is unveiled. A coif of blue calico 
covers the head of those who have entered 
the conjugal state/ while that of the virgin 
is imattired ; but the hair of all :is arranged 
in an infinity of elaborate plaits felling to 
the shoulders, and liberally greased. Bo 
are also sundry narrow bands of raw hide, 
which are usually tied above the ankles by 
way of charms to strengthen the legs-, and 
which, contracting as they dry, sink deep 
below the surface of the part compressed. 

A petaled sprig, appearing to grow out 
of the wai>stband, ascends on either side of 
the spine, in tattooed relief, resembling tam- 
bour work, aiid diverging across the ribs, 
finishes in fancy circles around the bosom 
according to the taste of the . designei*. 
This is a constant quantity, and the charms 
of many a belle are further heightened by 
scarification — an angle to break the even- 
ness of the smooth forehead, or the arc of 
a circle to improve the dimple on the cheek, 
being favorite devices. From the ears of 
all who can afford personal ornament, de- . 
pend two conical drops wrought of thick 
brass wire, spirally coiled, resting on a 
curved iron base, and separated by two’ 
broad horizontal bands of pewter. "Wlien 
the, wearer is in activity, the flapping of 
these cumbrous metallic appendages is 


ished. The white feather, which in Europe 
is the emblem of cowardice, is appropriately 
placed in the head of these midnight assas- 
sins, and the neighboring tribes have not 
.111-poi'trayed the national character in the 
assertion, that the tongues of the Ada'iei 
are long for the express purpose of lying, 
that their arms are long but to admit o.f 
their pilfering the property of others, and 
that their legs are long in order that they 
may run away like poltroons in the day of 
danger and retribution.” 


CHAPTER XXXIX 


THE GENTLE ADAiEL, AND FAREWELL TO 
THEM. 

“ Yet one kind kiss before we part, 

Drop a tear, and bid adieu,” 

To be the wife of a true believer, in 
whatever state of society, from the most 
refined to the most barbarous, is to be 
cursed in the fullest acceptation , of the 
word, But of the two extremes, many, if 
the choice were given, would doubtless pre- 
fer the, drudgery that falls to the lot of the 
partner of the untaught savage, with all the 
manifold discomforts attending precarious 
subsistence, to the immolation and seclu- 
sion, which in civilized Mohammadan coun- 
tries, is imposed upon the fairest of Grod’s 
works. Taking no part with her lord in 
the concerns of this world — taught to ex- 
pect no participation in the happiness of 
that which is to come — she is a prisoner 
kept to minister to the lusts of the flesh ; 
and the higher the state of cultivation — ^the ! 
more exalted the rank of the captive — so 
much the more rigorous is the restraint 
imposed. 

In the European acceptation of the term, 
small traces are here to be found of the 
sentiment of love ; and jealousy, when it 
does exist, would seldom appear to arise 
from any regard for the object that has cre- 
ated the feeling. The Dankiili female has 
contrived to retain her natural right of lib- , 
erty ; and so long as the wife performs the 
labor required at her hands, she is at full 
liberty to flirt unreproved, to the full extent 
■ of her coquettish inclinations. Upon Bai- 
leeia devolves the task of leading the fore- 
most camel, or carrying the heavy burthen 
slung by a sharp rope which passes across 
her . breast. Bhe fetches water and wood, 
prepares the milk, and boils the meat. She 
it is who weaves mats of the date-leaf for 
tliomse of, her listless and indolent , lord ; 
tends his' flocks of sheep and goats, dis- 
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fidiculous enough ; and the rattle may be 
heard to a considerable distance, as they 
come into violent collision with a necklace 
composed of a medley of beads, bones, covy- 
ry shells, jingles, and amnlets, strung in 
many rows upon a leatliexm collar embed- 
ded in dirt and grease, and terminating in | 
a large rhomb of pewter. Bracelets and | 
anklets of the same metal are usual, and | 
the ornament of a squalling brat wnth in-, 
flamed weasel-like eyes, slung over the 
back, is rarely wanting to complete the 
figure — a jerk to the right or to the left 
bringing it readily across the shoulder when 
occasion demands. 

The Bedouin wigwam — a rectangle of 
eight feet in length by six broad, and five 
high — is constructed of a succession of 
branches in couples, curved before the 
fire, and lashed in the form of a lip-arch. 
A mat composed of date-leaves forms the 
roof; and the whole fabric, wherein the 
hand of no master-builder is visible, is thus 
readily transferred from place to place. 

“ Omnia raea meciim fero” ' - ! 

should form the motto of the wandering i 
Dankali, whose only furniture consists of j 
a tressel hollowed at the top to serve as a j 
pillow — a luxury restricted to the male | 
sex. In the huts of the more wealthy, 
wooden platters and ladies sometimes form 
part of tfie household gear, together with 
closely-woven mat-baskks to contain milk ; 
but this beverage is more usually consign- 
ed to a bag of slieei) or goat-skin — sun- 
dried fiesh, grease, grain, and water, being- 
lodged also in similar receptacles. 

Milk forms the principal diet of this 
Arcaflian race ; and they deride the dwel- 
lers in cities for eating birds or fowls, de- 
claring that the flesh must have travelled 
xipon four legs during life, to be at 2.II palata- 
ble. An ancient camel, a buck-goat, or a 
bull-calf, is occasionally slaughtered with a 
Msm illahy and the flesh not immediately con- 
sumed, cut into long thin collops, and\lried 
in the sun, to be stuffed again into the skin 
for future .use. ]\feat is broiled among 
the^ embers, upon closely-packed peibbles, 
which prevents it coming into contact with 
the ashes; and the master of the house, 
taking his seat upon the ground beside 
a lump of raw liver, places a wedge-shaped 
stone under either heel, in order to impart' 
a slight inclination to the body, and thus 
preserve the balance without personal ex- 
ertion. _ Picking the hones one by one out 
seizes alternate monthfuls 
M the grilled and the raw flesh between 
teeth, and with an upward motion of 
Mxreese, divides them close to his nose.' 


It may be received as an axiom that no 
Bedouin will speak the truth, although the 
doing so might prove to his obvious advan- 
tage. He ik not only a liar by the force 
of rooted habit and example, but also u pon 
principle, and his oaths are simple matters 
of form.^ The name of God is invoked, 
and the Koran taken to witness, in false- 
hoods the most palpable ; and to have sworn 
with the last solemnity, is far from being 
regarded in the light of a binding obliga- 
tion. A stone having been cast upon the 
earth, fire is quenched in water, and the 
adjuration repeated: “May this body be- 
come petrified, and may Allali thus ex- 
tinguish me, if I utter that which is not 
true I” 

In conversation a portion of every sen- 
tence is invariably taken up by the person 
addressed — the last word being generally 
considered sufficient, or even an. abbrevi- 
ation to the final syllable. The salutation 
of the tribes, between whom little bond 
exists beyond identity of language, is a. 
cold forbidding touch of the lingers, fully 
indicative of the unfriendly sentiments of 
the heart. All prey upon each other, and 
every individual, in whatever rank, is by 
nature, as well as by habit and inclination, 
an assassin. None will hesitate to mutilate 
or barbarously put to death any member 
of another clan whom he may find at advan- 
tage, either sleeping or at a distance from 
succor — the appetite for plunder, and thirst 
for blood, inherent in the breast, being quite 
sufficient to dictate every act of atrocity, 
and to impel every dastardly outrage, that 
a savage can devise or commit. 

Dwelling in a scene of aridity, hostility, 
and bloodshed, .traversed by barren chains 
bearing the impress, of volcanic desolation, 
and cursed with a soil rarely susceptible 
of cultivation, but still more rarely culti- 
vated-, the hand of the roving Bedouin is 
against every man, and every man’s hand 
is against him. The truth of the scriptural 
proj)iiecy respecting the untameable de- 
sendants of Ishmael, here as elsewhere is 
well maintained ; nor were the words of the 
poet ever more truly exemplified than in the 
hot weary wastes of the Adai'el : 

“ Noticing save rapine, indolence, and. guile, 

' And woes on woes, a still revolving train, 

Whose horrid circle has made human life 
Than non-existence worse.^’ 

Arrogant, treacherous, and degraded bar- 
barians, bound in the fetters of idleness and 
-superstition — dissemblers, whose every 
word is a lie, and whose overhearing , and 
unaccommodating disposition grafted upon 
bigoted intolerance, was displayed on every 
occasion, to the personal discomfort of tliose 


BEPARTUEE 

by whom they were paid and entertained—- 
there was never tliroughoiit the long, tedi- 
ous, and trying journey, either on the part 
of elders, " escort, or camel-drivers, the 
slightest wish or effort, either to honor or 
obfige *, and it was only on occasions when ' 
fire-lirnis,- which they could not gainsay, 
might prove of service to themselves, that 
the bliibber-iip did not swell in scorn at 
the Christian 'Kafirs, who were sneered at 
even in conversation. And these, too, were 
sava'^es wlio scarcely' knew the use of 
bread, who rarelv employed water for the 
ablation of their filthy persons, and who 
kept their heads and bodies .Qoathig in a 
perpetuol sea ot sheep’s-taii fat. On taking 
leave ' of the tormenting fraternity, at this 
the happy termination of a weary and peril- 
ous pilgrimage, which had been performec.. 
without once taking off the clothes, it may 
safely be averred that no member of the 
British embassy had ever passed so long 
a period with so large a party, without de- 
siring to make further acquaintance with 
at least one individual : but the last touch 
of the cold palm was for once received 
^ ^vith heartfelt satisfaction, and each bade 
adieu to the whole community with an in- 
ward hope that it might never fail to his 
evil. lot to see their scowling faces more. 



CHAPTER XL 

ASCEHT of T'SE abyssiniak alps. 

Having:- thus happily shaken the Adel 
dust from off the feet, and taken affection- 
ite leave of the greasy Bpakil, it is not 
% little pleasant to bid adieu also to their ' 
scorching plains of imbiest sterility. Lye- 
ry change of the soil and climate oi Atri- 
ca is in extremes, and barrenness and 
unbounded fertility border on eacii other, 
with a suddenness whereof the denizens 
of temperate climes can form no concep- 
tion. As if by the touch .of the magi- 
cians wand, the scene now passes in an 
instani, from parched and arid tvastes, to 
the green and lovely highlands of Abys- 
sinia, presenting one sheet ot rich and 
thriving cultivation. . Eaxh fertile knoll is 
. crowntSl with its peaceful hamlet— each 
rural vale traversed by its crystal brook, 
and teeming with herds and flocks. The 
cool moimtam zephyr is redolent of eglan- 
tine and jasmine, and the soft green turf, 
^ngled with clover, daisies, and butter- 
cups, yields at every step the aromatic fra- 
grance of the mint and thyme. 

The baggage haying at length been con- 
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signed to the shoulders of six hundred 
grumbling Moslem porters,; assembled by 
the royal fiat from the adjacent villages, 
and who, now oii the road, formed a line 
which extended upward of a mile, the 
embassy, on the morning of the 17th, 
commenced the ascent of the Abyssinian 
Alps, Hitherto, every officious attendant 
functionary had exerted himself to the 
utmost to promote delay, confusion, and 
annoyance ; and each now exhorted the 
respective members of the party to urge 
their jaded beasts to increased speed, pd 
hasten onward over a rugged path which, 
in the toil-worn condition of “the majority, 
was not to be ascended without consider- 
able difficulty. The king was waxing 
impatient to behold the delighting things 
that had been imported, an account of 
which, so far as the prying eyes of his 
servants had been able to discern, had 
been duly transmitted to the palace ; and 
in order to celebrate the arrival of so 
great an accession of wealth, his majesty’s 
flutes once more poured out their melody, 
and his warriors again chanted their wild 
notes among the hills, until far out of hear- 
ing of the astonished population of Farri. 

It was a cool and lovely morning, and a 
fresh invigorating breeze played' over the 
mountain side, on which, though less than 
ten degress removed from the equator, flour- 
ished the vegetation of northern climes. 
The rough and stony road wound on by a 
steep ascent over hill and dale — now skiit- 
ino- the extreme ' verge of a precipitous 
cli%— now dipping into the basin x^^some 
verdant hollow, whence,- after traversing 
the pebbly course of a murmuring brook, 
it suddenly emerged into a succession of 
shady lanes, bounded by flowering hedge- 
rows. .. 

The wild rose, the fern, the lantana, 

, and the honeysuckle, smiled around a suc- 
: cession of highly cultivated terraces, into 
which the entire range was broken by 
banks supporting the soil ; and on every 
eminence stood a cluster of conically- 
thatched houses, environed by green 
hedges, and partially embowered amid 
dark- trees. As the troop passed on, the 
peasant abandoned his occupation in the 
field, to gaze at the novel procession ; 
while merry groups of hooded women, 
decked in scarlet and crimson, summoned 
by the renewal of martial strains, left their 
avocations in the hut to -welcome the king’s 
guests with a shrill ziroleet, which rang 
from every hamlet. The leather petticoat 
of the wandering shepherdess was no 
longer tb be seen. Birds warbled among 
the leafy -groves, and throughout the rich 
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landscape reigned an air of peace and 
plenty, that could not tail to prove highly 
delightful after the recent weary pilgrim- 
age across the hot desert. 

At various turns of the road the pros- 
pect was rugged, wild, and beautiful. Ai- 
gibbi, the first Christian village of Efat, 
was soon revealed on the summit of a 
height, where, within an inclosure of 
thorns, repose the remains of a traveller, 
wdio not long before had closed his eyes on 
the threshold of the kingdom, a victim to 
the pestilential sky of the lowlands. Three 
principal ranges were next crossed in suc- 
cession, severally intersected by rivulets 
which are all tributary to the Plawash, 
although the waters are for the most part 
absorbed before they reach that stream. 
Lastly, the view opened upon the wooded 
site of Ankober, occupying a central posi- 
tion in a horse-shoe crescent of moun- 
tains, still high above, which inclose a 
magnificent amphitheatre ten miles in 
diameter. This is clothed throughout 
with a splendidly varied and vigorous veg- 
etation, and choked by minor abutments, 
converging toward its gorge on the con- 
fines of the Adel plains. 

Here the journey was for the present to 
terminate, and, thanks to Abyssinian jeal- 
ousy and suspicion, many days were yet 
to elapse ere the remaining height should 
be climbed to the capital of Shoa, now 
distant two hours’ walk. Three thousand 
feet above the level of the Farri stands 
the market town of Alio Amba, upon the 
crest of a scarped prong formed by the 
confluence of two mountain streams. A 
Mohammadan population, not exceeding 
one thousand souls, the inmates of two 
hundred and fifly straggling houses, is 
chiefly composed of Adaiel, Argobba, and 
merchants from Aiissa and Hurrur; and 
among this motley community it had been 
ordained' that the embassy should halt 
that night. 

Ascending by a steep stony path to an 
open spot, on wdiich the weekly market is , 
held, the escort fired a desultory salute ; 
and while crowds of both sexes flocked to 
behold the white strangers, forming a 
do^^e line, they indulged in the peribrm- 
a^^fefthe war-dance. Relieved ^ocea- 
^^By by some of the younger braves, 
v^^pkd earned -distinctions, during .the 
I^Hampaign, i veteran capered before 
tliftanks with a drawn sword grasped be- 
tween his teeth'; and for, the edification I 
^..of the bystanders, the notes- of a “martial ! 
' pow^erfully poured forth in cho- ' 

. three hundred Chrisfian throats., 

occupied by 'Alio -’Amba, is 


only one of the thousand precipitous emi- 
nences into which the entire mountain- 
side is broken on its junction with the 
plain. Swollen and foaming, the inter- 
secting torrents appeared from the pinna- 
cle like small threads of silver, twining 
and gliding far below amid green bushes 
and verdant fields, to th.e great outlet, 
whence they escape to be soon lost on 
the desert sand. Together with a bound- 
less prospect over the inhospitable tract 
beneath, countless villages now met the 
eye upon the entire intervening mountain- 
side, and wherever the slope permitted of 
the plough Ijeing held, there cultivation 
flourished. WJieat, barley, Indian- corn, 
beans, peas, cotton, and oil-plant, throve 
luxuriantly around every hamlet — ^the 
regularly marked fields mounting in ter- 
races to the height of three or four thou- 
sand feet, and becoming in their bound- 
aries gradually more and mpre indistinct, 
until totally lost on the shadowy green 
side of Mamrat, ^‘The Mother ^^Orace.” 

This tow^ering peak, in 

clouds when all was below, is 

clothed with a dense-ffi^fiSf timber, and 
at an elevation of soihb‘t|i|'teen thousand 
feet above the sea, affords becure shelter 
to the treasures of the monarch, which 
have been amassing since the reestablish- 
ment of the kingdom, one hundred and 
fifty years since. Loza forms the apex of 
the opposite side of the crescent, and 
perched on its wmoded summit is a monas- 
tery forming the tempory abode of Hailoo 
Mulakoot, heir-apparent to the throne of 
Shoa. But by iar the most interesting 
feature in the.sl'orn landscape is a conical 
hill, conspicuous:, from its isolated position, 
and rising finfidMark groves of pine-iike 
juniper, from ^lofty serrated ridge. Here- 
on stands the stronghold of Goncho, the 
residence of Wulasma Mohammad, con- 
structed over the state dungeon keep, in 
w^hich, , loaded with galling fetters, the 
three younger brothers of a Christian king 
— victims to a barbarous statute — have 
found a living tomb since tlie present ac- 
cession, a period of thirty years ! 

After much needless detention in the 
market-place, exposed to the impertinent 
comments and rude gaze of the thronging 
populace, Ayto Kalama Work, a tall raw"- 
boned man with a loose scambling gait and 
a dead yellow eye, introduced himself as 
governor of the town. He^ condescended 
in person to conduct the British, guests of 
his royal master to a mansion, which had 
once boasted of himself as a tenant, bu^- 
was now in the occupation of. a fat old 
Moslem' dame, and her three daughters 
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whose respective appellatives being duly 
translated, proved worthy the days of 
Prince Cherry and Fairstar. Eve, Sweet- 
limes, and Sunbeam, all clothed alike in 
scarlet habiliments, vacated the premises 
with the utmost alacrity, and many good- , 
humored smiles ; but owing to the length , 
and difficulty of the road, that portion of 
the baggage most in request did not ar- 
rive until midnight — when, through the 
officious interference of Ayto Woida Hana, 
whose garrulity Iiad increased rather than 
abated, a new inventory of effects in charge 
of each principal of a village was to be 
penned by the royal scribe, and thus neither 
bedding nor food could be obtained. 

The edifice so ostentatiously allotted for 
the accommodation of the party by him of 
the unpromising exterior, was of an ellip- 
tical form, about thirty feet in length by 
eighteen in breadth, and surrounded on 
every side by those tall rank weeds that 
delight to luxuriate in filth. Two un- 
dressed stakes supported a tottering grass 
thatch. Windows there were none. A 
long narrow aperture did duty for a door, 
and the wails, which met the roof at a 
distance of ten feet from the ground, were 
of the very worst description of wattle and 
dab — the former an assemblage of rotten 
reeds, and the latter decayed- by time in a 
sufficiency of places to admit the light in--^ 
dispensable ■ to a full development of the 
dirt and misery within. 

In the principal of two apartments, a 
circular excavation in the floor surrounded 
by a parapet of clay, served as a stove. 
Heavy slabs of stone, embedded in high 
mud pedestals, used for grinding grain, 
engrossed one corner, and in another were 
piled heaps of old bullock hides in various 
stages of decomposition. Very buggy- 
looking bedsteads, equipped with a web of 
narrow thongs in lieu of cotton tape, as- 
sitmed that air of discomfort whiqli a bro- 
ken or ill-adapted leg is so prone to impart. 
The narrow necks of divers earthen urn- 
shaped vessels containing mead, beer, and 
water, were stuffed with bunches of green 
leaves. Larger mud receptacles were 
filled with wheat, barley, and beans ; and 
huge lumps of raw beef, with sundry bul- 
locks’ heads, which were promiscuously 
strewed about, garnished the floor, the 
beds,, and the walls, in every direction. 

The inner chamber boasted the presence 
of mules and female slaves, who, if judg- 
ment might be formed from the evil odors | 
. exhaled, were revelling in the garbage of 
the shambles, - Constructed on the slope 
of a hill, the floor of the edifice throughout 
was of the natural earth, and dipping at 


least one foot below the level of the thresh- 
old, had never known the presence of the 
housemaid’s /besom. Equalling the filth- 
iest Irish hovel in dirt and discomfort, the 
cheerless abode could boast of no sleek 
little pig, and of no pond covered with fat 
ducks, botli being alike held in abhorrence 
by the Jew-Christians of Shoa ; and even 
the old hat was wanting, wherewith to 
cram the gaps through which whistled the 
keen cutting blast of Alpine climes. 

Fatigue soon closed the weary eyes; 
but the change in the atmosphere, conse- 
quent upon the great elevation attained, 
presently interfered with repose upon the 
damp bare floor. Rain then set in witli 
extreme violence. The water came tum- 
bling tlirough the manifold apertures in 
the crazy walls and shattered roof, and 
having speedily flooded the sloping court, 
poured over the threshold to deluge the 
floor with standing pools. Although the 
smoke of sodden wood, unable to escape, 
proved an inconvenience scarcely to be 
iDorne, there vras no dispensing with a 
fire; and troops of fleas and sanguinary 
bugs, coursing over the body, by their 
painful and poisonous attacks, might al- 
most have caused a sigh for the., execrated 
plains of the Adaiel, which, with all their 
discomforts of watch and ward, were at 
least free from the curse of vermin. 

But the lingering day dawned at last, 
and with the tedious hours of a cold and 
sleepless, night tlie rain had also disap- 
peared. As the rising sun shone a^mnst 
the lofty and now cloudless peaks, ^Repara- 
tions were made for continuing the journey 
to Ankober, in ^accordance with the royal 
invitation ; but Ayto Woida Hana, whose 
presence- ever betokened evil, after wading 
through the compliments of the morning, 
proceeded with unbending gravity to un- 
fold the dismal tidings that the monarch 
had altered his resolves. His ma,jesty 
would tarry yet some days longer at Debra 
Berhan, and, in consequence, graciously 
extended the option of visiting the court 
there or resting at Alio Amba, pending his 
indefinite arrival at the capital. 

The difiiculty, not to say the impossibilityj 
of transporting the mass of baggage to so 
great a distance, in such weather, and with 
very inadequate means at command, ren- 
dered imperative the adoption of the latter 
alternative. Ayto Woida Hana and Ka- 
tama, with the whole of the escort, mean- 
while took their departure, to report orally 
the important discoveries they had been 
able to make relative to th.e nature of the 
presents designed for the throne, together 
with the particulars of the .quarrel betwixt 
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Izhak and Mohammad Ali, and the respec- 
tive pretensions of the rivals to the honor 
of having conducted the British visitors 
into Abyssinia. 

One of those mysterious boxes, the lad- 
ing of which, unviolated by the scrutinizing 
scribes, remained hermetically sealed to the 
inquisitive gaze of otHcioiis spies, had, be- 
fore leaving Farri, been broken open with 
the design of obtaining access to an indis- 
pensable portion of the contents. To this 
unfortunate necessity may possibly be as- 
cribed the sudden and unlooked-for altera- 
tion in the royal intentions. In lieu of 
ingots of gold Tv ere revealed to the astound- 
ed siglit the leathern buckets, linch-stocks, 
and tough ash staves pertaining to the 
galloper guns. Words of derision burst 
from the mouth of every disappointed spec- 
tator. ** These,” exclaimed fifty vain-glo- 
rious lips at once, “be. but a poor people. 
What is their nation when cojnpared with 
the xVmhara ; for behold in this trash, spe- 
cimens of the oilerings brought from their 
boasted land to the footstool of the might- 
iest of moiiarchs !” 


CHAPTER XLI 

•PEOBATIOX AX ALIO AMEA. 

Slowly passed the dnys of fog, and the 
nights of dire discomfort, during the tedious 
detention wiiich followed this unfortunate 
discovery. From the terrace commanding 
a boundless view over the desolate regions 
traversed, the overiiowing channel of the 
Ha wash, and the lakes Le Ado and Ailabel- 
io could each morning be perceived spark- 
ling with increased lustre, as their fast- 
filling basins glittered like sheets of bur- 
nished silver under the rays of the rising 
sun. The industrious Ileas continued their 
nocturnal persecutions, as if never to be 
sated .with European blood ; and a constant 
succession of clouds, which ascended the 
valley, drawing a gray cold curtain before 
the hoary liead of Slamrat, proclaimed, 
amid prolonged peals of thunder, the com- 
mencement of the rainy season. 

But each succeeding night and day 

■ ought no nearer prospect of release, and 
A (mange in the imperial resolves were 
- '^arcely less frequent than those which 
came over the to\Vering lace of the strong- 
hold of Ms subterranean treasure. Re- 
? wmstrances, penned with iiifinite labor and 
'^^©culty, were responded by endearing 
garbled at tlie pleasure of those 
tliey were conhded 5 the subtle 


excuse for the further delay of the desired 
audience was never wanting, an(l conjec- 
ture became exhausted in devising tlie true 
cause of the mortifying indifference dis- 
played to the rich pre.sents from “ beyond 
the great sea.” 

A desire on the part of tlie despot to pre- 
serve due respect inihe eyes of bis lieges, 
-and perhaps also to imbue the minds of lu^3 
foreign visitors with a beiittiiig sense of 
his importance, were the most pi-obiible 
motives. Under the existing disappoint- 
ment, it aftbrded some corisojulion to j-e- 
mernber that embassies of old to Korliiorn 
Abyssinia had experienced similar treat- 
ment, and to Iviiow' that delegates to Shea, 
from the courts of Gondar and Tigrb are 
never presented . to the king until weeks 
after their arrival — a custom (.miginating 
probably in the more kindly leeling of al- 
lowing rest to tlie way-worn traveller, at 
the close of a long and perilous journey, 
but perpetuated for less wortby^-^ppsidera- 
tipns. ■ 

- At length there came a prdhftng irrita- 
tion to visit the monarch at Defira Berhan, 
coupled with aif assurance that the master 
of the horse should be in attendance to 
escort the party. But no master of the 
horse was forthcoming at the time appoint- 
ed, and the following day brought a pathetic 
billet from the palace— a tiny paridimeiit 
scroll, enveloped in a sheet of ivax, breath- 
ing in its contents regret and disappoint- 
ment. “ Son of my house, iny heart longed 
to behold you, and I believed that you would 
come. As yon appeared not, I passed the 
day in distress, ■ fearing lest the waters 
should have carried you away, or that the 
mule had fallen on the road. 1 command- 
ed Melkoo to waft and receive you, and to 
conduct you to irfe ; but when I hoped to 
see you andvo, you stayed out. The 'mule 
returned ; and when I inquired whithoryoii 
were gone, they told me that you were left, 
I have cbinmitted the fault, in that I gave 
not orders that they should go down, and 
bring you.” 

Meanwhile, the most vigorous attempts 
were made, on the part both of the wiil- 
asma and of Ay to Wolda Hana, to exer- 
cise exclusive control over the baggage 
lodged at Alio Amba. Locks were placed 
upon the latches, and guards appointed 
over the doors of the houses wherein it 
was deposited— fully as much care being 
taken to preclude access on the part of 
.those by wdiorn it had been brought, as if 
his Christian majesty had already become 
the honn-fide proprietor. Repeated orders 
on, the subject, obtained from the palace, 
were uniformly disregarded by the over* 
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zealous functionaries, and it was only by tion. An intoxicating drug was, under 
force of arms that the repositaries were many incantations, extracted from a mys- 
fnaily burst open, and that charge of the. terious leathern scrip, and thrown into a 
contents could be resumed. ^ horn filled with new milk ; and this pota- 

Neither were the persecutions of the tion, aided by several hurried inhalations 
gaunt governor of the town among the of a certain narcotic, had the instantaneous 
least of the evils to be endured, resulting eifect of rendering the recipient stupidly 
as they did in consequences the most in- frantic. Springing upon his feet, he dash- 
convenient. Specially appointed to enter- ed,. foaming at the mouth, among the rab- 
taiii and provide for the wants of the ble, and without any respect to age or sex, 
guests, he supplied at the royal expense dealt vigorously about him, until at length 
provisions alike inferior in quality and de- secured by a cord about the loins, when he 
ficient in quantity, taking care at the same dragged his master round and round from 
time that the king’s munificence should street to street, snufiling through the nose 
be ill no wise compromised by purchases, like a bear in the dark recesses of every 
for these lie clandestinely prevented. Plis house, and leaving unscrutinized no hole 
conduct might be traced to the same jeal- or corner. 

ous feelings that pervaded the breast of his After scraping for a considerable time 
colleagues in office. In the despotic king- with his nails under the foundation of a 
dom of Shoa, the sovereign can alone pur- hut, wherein . he suspected the delinquent 
chase colored cloth or choice goods ; and to lurk, the imp entered, sprang upon the 
Ayto Kalama Work, who is entitled to a back of the. proprietor, and became totally 
certain percentage upon all imports, hav- insensible. The man was forthwith ar- 
ing formed a tolerably shrewd estimate of raigned before a tribunal of justice, at 
the contents of the bales and boxes, be- which Ayto Kalama Work presided ; and 
lieved that these would eiibctually clog the although no evidence could be adduced, 
market, and that his dues would be no and he swore repeatedly to his innocence • 
longer forthcoming. Resolved to extend by the life of the king, he was sentenced 
the most unequivocal proofs' of his discon- by the just judges to pay forty pieces of 
tent, he was pleased to assign to the sur- salt This fine was exactly double the , 
viving horses and mules of the foreigners amount alleged td have been stolen, and 
a tract destitute of pasturage — one. mul- one . fourth became the perquisite of the 
berry-colored steed only being pampered, lebashi. 

because from size, color, and appearance, The services of the hereditary thi'ef- 
it was assumed that he must be intended catcher are in universal requisMoitvSWld 
for the kM. The continued drenching the property lost consist of live 
rain at night during the later marches, dead stock, it 'u^requently 
with the intense heat and general absence tliat thd disciple remains torpid u^on the 
of water and forage throughout the whole ground ; when all parties concerned feel 
pilgrimage, had sadly reduced the original perfectly satisfied that the animal has either 
number. Many more had dropped on the strayed or been destroyed by wild beasts, 
ascent from Parri, and of those whose and the expenses attending the divination 
strength had enabled them to climb the must be paid by the owner. With the de- 
more iavored mountains of Abyssinia, the sign of testing the skill of the magician, 
tails of one half were now presented as the negoos once upon a time commanded 
evidences of their fate. his confidential page to secrete certain ar- 

Araong the very few incidents that oc- tides of wearing apparel pertaining to the 
curred to break the monotony of the pro- royal wardrobe, and after an investigation 
bationary ^ sojourn, was the arrival of the of four days, the proper individual being 
lebashi,” the hereditary thief-catcher of selected with becoming formality, the pro- 
the kingdom. For several hours the little fessional reputation of “him who catches” 
town was in a state of confusion and dis- acquired a lustre which has since remained 
may. Biirgiaiy had been committed — di- untarnished, 

vers pieces of salt had been abstracted, and Many a weary hour was passed in list- 
the appearance of the police-officer was sning to tales of real or counterfeit mala- 
not one whit more 'agreeable to the inno- dies, which were daily recounted in the 
cent than to the guilty. hovel at Alio Amba. Witchcraft and the 

A ring having been formed in the mar- infiuence of the evil eye have firm posses- 
ket-place by the crowded spectators, the sion of the mind of every inhabitant, and 
diviner introduced his accomplice, a stolid- sufficiently , diverting were the complaints 
lodkrng lad, who seated himself upon a laid to their door "by those who sought 
bullock’s hide, with an air of deep resigna- auiulets and talismans at the hand of the 
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■foreigners. A young Moslem damsel, 
whose dckle swain had deserted her, could 
never gaze on the moon that her heart 
went not pit»a-pat, while the tears stream- 
ed from her dark eyes ; and a hoary veteran 
with one foot in the grave sought the res- 
toration of rhetorical powers, which had 
formed the boast of his youth, but which 
had been destroyed by the pernicious gaze 
of a rival. ‘‘ Of yore,” quoth he who in- 
troduced the patient, this was a powerful 
orator; and when he lifted up his voice in 
the assembly, men marvelled as he spoke ; 
hut now, although his heart is still elo- 
quent, his tongue, is niggard of words.” 

Equally hopeless was the case of an un- 
fortunate slave-dealer, who crawled in 
search of relief to the abode of the king’s 
guests. A Galla of the Ittoo tribe had un- 
dertaken the removal of severe rheuma- 
tism, contracted on the road from Hurrur ; 
to which end he administered a powerful 
narcotic, which rendered the patient in- 
nensihle. Armed with a sharp creese, he 
then proceeded to cut and slash in every 
direction, from the crown of the head to 
tlie sole of tlie foot ; and when the muti- 
lated victim awoke to a sense of his mel- 
ancholy condition, the ruthless operator 
had disappeared. Scarred and seamed in 
every part of his body, he now presented 
the appearance of one who had been flayed 
alive, and the skin had so contracted over 
the gaps whence the flesh had been scoop- 
ed, that, unless with extreme difflculty, he 
could neither eat, drink, nor speak. “ My 
life is burdensome,” groaned the miserable 
picture of human calamity; ‘‘and it were 
better that I should die. I have bathed in 
the hot springs at Korari without deriving 
the slightest relief. You white men know 
everything: give me something to heal 
me, for the love of Allah 



CHAPTER XLII. 

THE WEEKLY MAEKET. 

Stjeecundeu by the myrmidons who 
collect the royal dues, Ayto Kalama Work 
was every Friday morning to be seen seat- 
ed beneath the scanty shelter of ancient 
acacia, which • throws its withered arms 
oyer the centre of the market-place. On 
this day alone are purchases to be made ; 
and the inhabitants of the adjacent villages 
pouring from all quarters to. lay in- their 
weekly supplies, a scene of 'unusual hns- 

■ ana confusion animates this otherwise 
St quiet and uninteresting. loc«#on. 


Shortly after daybreak, wares of every 
descripLion are displayed under the canopy 
of heaven, and cro^vds of both sexes flock- 
ing to the stall of the vender, the din of 
human voices is presently at its height. 
Honey, cotton, grain, and other articles of 
consumption, the produce of the estate of 
the Amiiara former, are exposed for sale or 
barter. The Dankali merchant exhibits 
'his gay assortment of metals, colored 
thread; and glass-ware. The wild Galla 
squats beside the produce of his flocks, and 
the Moslem trader from the interior dis- 
plays ostrich feathers, or some other article 
of curiosity from the distant tribe. Bales 
of cotton cloth, and bags of coflee from 
CMa and Enarea, are strewed in every 
direction. Plorses and mules in numbers 
are shown off among the crowd to in- 
crease the turmoil ; nor is even the wan- 
dering Hebrew wanting to complete the 
scene of traffic, haggling, and barter, which 
continues, without intermission, until a 
late hour in the afternoon, when the vil- 
lage relapses again into its wonted six days 
of quiet and repose. 

Swathed and folded in dirty cotton cloth,' 
behold, in the cultivator of the soil, the 
original of the Egyptian mummy. Greasy 
and offensive in person and iu habits, he 
moves cringingly to pay his tax to the 
governor of the fair, who sits in conscious 
dignity upon a stone ; and prostrating him- 
self with shoulders bared among the . mud, 
the serf hands forth the measure of grain 
from the leathern scrip, or scoops out the 
prescribed meed of butter from the jar — . 
the vassal token of permission enjoyed to 
earn his bread by the unceasing hand of 
labor. No spark of intelligence illumines 
his dull features; not a trace of indepen- 
dence can be discovered in his slouching 
gait ; and the cumbrous robe with which 
he is invested would indeed seem far bet- 
ter adapted for a quiet resting-place in the 
tomb, than for the bustling avocations of 
stirring life. 

Here swaggers a valiant gun-man of the 
king’s matchlock guard. The jealousy of 
the monarch forbids the removal of the 
primitive weapon from the royal presence, 
but the white lierkomi feather , floats in all 
the pride of blood over clotted tufts moist 
with tlie beloved grease; and the dark 
scowl and the lowering brow betoken the 
reckless cruelty which stains the charac- 
ter. of the band. But the man is a poor 
slave, and his degraded state has entirely 
destroyed the few traits of humanity which 
might have smiled upon his nativity. 

The surly Adaiel brushes past in inso- 
lent indifference, to examine the female 


117 


THE WOMEN— A MAN IN AUTHORITY. 


slaves in the wicker Imt of the rover from 
the south. His murderous creese insures 
from the bystanders a high respect, which 
frequent disasters in the low country has 
riveted on the heart of the Amhara ; and 
men turn in wonder to gaze upon the mor- 
tal who entertaineth not a slavish adoration- 
for the groat monarch of Shoa. 

Squatted beside his foreign wares and 
glittering beads, see the wily huckster of 
Hiirriir, with his turban and blue-checked 
kilt. His dealings, it is true, are of no 
very extensive ^ amount ; and salt, not sil- 
ver, is the medium of ex?.hange ; but there 
' is still room for the exercise of his knav- 

ery. The countenance both pf buyer and 
, seller exhibits an anxious aM business- 
like expression ; and the same noise , and 
confusion prevails regardingan extra two- 
pence-halfpenny, as if the transaction in- 
volved a shower of golden guineas. 

The Christian women flit through the 
I busy fair with eggs and poultry, and other 

I, produce of the farm. Their . ill-favored 

f features are not improved, either by the 

I eradication of the eyebrow, or by the bare 

'I shaven crown dripping with rancid butter ; 

^ and the dirty persons of all are invariably 
shrouded in yet dirtier habiliments, from 
the tail masculine damsel of sixteen sum- 
mers, to the decrepit wrinkled hag, who in 
cracked notes proclaims ever and anon, 
« amok alliche bir^' “ salt to sell for sil- 
ver.’’ ' 

The free and stately mien of the oriental 
female, and the light and graceful garment 
of the east, are alike wanting. The heavy 
load is tied upon the back of the pack- 
horse, and the bent and broken figure of 
^ the Amhara dame is debarred by the severe 

; law of the despot from the decoration of 

■■ finery or costly ornament. A huge bee- 

hive-shaped wig, elaborately curled and 
frosted, and massive pewter buttons thrust 
through the lobe of the ear, constitute her 
only pride ; and nature, alas 1 has too often 
withheld even the smallest portion of those 
. feminine attractions, which in other climes 
form the charm of her sex. 

The inhabitants of Argobba or Efat, un- 
der the control of the sinister eye of the 
wiilasma, are followers of the false proph- 
et, and speak a distinct language. Little 
difierence, however, is observable in the 
external appearance of the males from that 
of the Amhara subject of the empire and 
it is not until the removal of the mufiiing 
cloth that the rosary of bright-spotted beads 
is displayed in lieu of the dark-blue em- 
blem of Christianity worn throughout 
Ethiopia. The women, on the other hand, 
' ‘ are at once recognizahlej no less by their 


Arab, gipsy features, than by their long 
braided tresses streaming over the shoul- 
der, the ample smock of red cloth, dyed 
purple with accumulated lard, and the 
nun-like hood of the same material, but- 
toned close under the chin. 

Fairer, more slender, and better favored 
than their coarse Christian sisters of the ‘ 
more Alpine regions, they are still scarcely 
less greasy and unattractive. Loaded with 
amulets and beads, their belief is proclaim- 
ed by the oft-repeated exclamation, “ Jihm- 
Praise be unto Allah!” — the 
courteous interrogatories of every passer- 
by, anent health, rest, and welfare, being 
by the burly and masculine ladies of Shoa, 
responded by the words “ Eg%ia lehere 
masUnf'' “Thanks be unto God!” Un- 
restricted by harem law, they fidget about 
in every direction, their great sparkling 
eyes peering through a mass of coal-black 
hair, half concealed by the crimson cowl, 
and the large shining necklace of amber 
reacKing nearly to the waist. But the 
hideous, sack chemise veils every feature 
of figure and personal beauty, and the na- 
ked hands and feet are alone exhibited, 
both rather misshapen from hard work and 
undue exposure to the climate. 

The crowd makes way for a great Chris- 
tian governor,. probably from some distant 
province near the Nile. Hb is surrounded 
by a boisterous host of armed attendants, 
and, like them, paddles with unshod feet 
through the stiff black mire, 'Lhe capa- 
cious stomach, and the bright silver sword, 
with tulip scabbard, betoken hi^ hblrnr 
and command. An ambling mule tricked 
out in brass jingles and chains follows in 
his path ; a long taper wand towers above 
his shoulder *, and his portly figure is com- 
pletely shrouded in the folds of a cotton 
robe, bedecked from end to end witli broad 
crimson stripes. The garment might be 
improved' by ablution ; but repose upon the 
hide of a bullock is no aid to purity of ap- 
parel, and it is white in comparison with 
those of his unwashed retinue. 

The arrangement of his hair has occu- 
pied the entire morning, and the steam of 
the fetid butter, which glistens among the 
minute curls, pervades the entire atmo- 
sphere. Muffled high above the chin, the 
eyes and nose of tlie functionary are alone 
submitted to the vulgar gaze, and as he 
halts for a moment to wonder at the un- 
wonted sight of the Gyptzi strangers, the 
bloodshot eye betrays the midnight de- 
bauch, and the wrinkles of his turned-up 
nose, the. scorn of the savage at the differ- 
ence of costume and complexion. Ap- 
proaching the acacia his shoulders are tern- 



THE HIOHLANDS OF ETHIOPIA. 


118 

porarily bared to the pompous dignitary 
presiding over the fair, who rising to re- 
ceive him, returns the compliment, and 
there ensues a tissue* of inquiries unknown 
even to the code of Chesterfield. 

Cantering over the tiny plain— a scanty 
level of an hundred yards— the wild Galla 
enters the scene of confusion, his long 
tresses streaming in the wind, and his gar- 
ment blue with the grease of ages. A . jar 
of honey or a basket of butter, is lashed to 
the crupper of his high-peaked saddle ; the 
steed is lean and sliaggy as the rider, and 
the snort and the start from either proclaim 
undefined terror and amazement at the 
strange sight s, and the rugged rocks and 
precipices, unknown to the boundless mea- 
dows of their own green land. 

Dandies there are none, in aught of out- 
ward a])pearance, for the arrangement of 
the hair is the only latitude allowed to the 
invention of the would-be fop. The cotton 
cloth in every^degree of impurity, floats 
over the swart shoulder both of noble and 
of serf . Bare heads and naked feet are 
the property of ail. and “the possession of 
the spear and shield aloxje marks the dif- 
ference of rank. The<ihief scorns to carry 
a weapon except daring the foray or the 
fight, whereas his followers never leave 
the threshold of their rude dwellings, with- 
out the iance ni their hand, and buckler on 
their arm. 

The terror and abhorrence in which the 
low country and its attendant dangers are 
held by the Abyssinian population, have 
placed nearly the entire trade of Alio Amba 
in the hands of the Danakil, who are treat- 
^ by the monarch of Shoa with all defer- 
ence and respect. Caravans arrive every 
month during the fair season from Aussa 
and Taj lira, and the traffic, considering the 
manifoid drawbacks, may be said to be 
brisk and profitable. Numbers of foreign 
merchants, those of Hurrur especially, 
while disposing of their goods, hold their 
temporary residence at the market town, 
tine climate of which, many degrees warmer 
than the cold summit of the range which 
towers two thousand feet above, proves far 
more congenial to their taste and habits. 

the proceeds of foreign imported 
nSmiandiso, human beings kidnapped in 
the interior countries of Africa .are pur- 
chased in the adjacent slave mart of Abd el 
ilussool. These wretched victims a,r^.then 
taken through the Amhara province of Gid- 
dem to the Woilo and Argbbba frontiers, 
some five days’ journey to* the north, and 
resold at a profit of. fifty per cent.,— the 
aim realised being there invested in 

blocks .Mack salt, the .'Size of a 


mower’s whetstone. Obtained between 
Agame and the country of the Dankilf, 
from a salt plain which not only supplies 
ail the Abyssinian markets, but many also 
far in the interior of Africa, they pass as a 
currency, and, being bought on the frontier 
at the rate, of tweoty-flve for a German 
crown, are retailed in Alio Amha.at a pro- 
fitable exchange. A large investment of 
slaves .-is finally purehasea udth the, wealth 
thusd,aborioiisly amassed, and the merchant 
returns to his native co’tivdy to_ tnffiic In 
human flesh at the isca- ports oi Zeyia and 
Berbera, or on fke opposite coast of Ara- 
bia — anon to revisit Shoa with a fresh in- 
voice of marketable wares. 

Ever ravaged by war and violence, the 
WDcxplored regions of tlie interior pour 
forth a continual supply of ill-starred vic- 
tims of all ages to feed the demand ; and 
the hebdomadal parade in fiie market-place 
under the ruthless Moslem monsters by 
wffiorn they are imported, is sufficiently 
harrowing to those who are nnaccuBtomed 
to such revolting spectacles. Examined 
like cattle by the purchaser, the sullen 
Shankala fetches a price proportioned to 
the muscular appearance of his giant 
frame; and the child of tender years is 
valued according to the premise of future 
development. Even the sW|je-faced and 
slenderly-clad maiden is subjected to every 
indignity, while the price of her charms is 
estimated according to the regularity of 
her features, the symmetry of her budding 
form, and the luxuriance of her braided 
locks ; and when the silver has rung in 
confirmation of the bargain, the last tie is 
dissolved which could hold in any restraint 
the appetite of her savage possessor. 


CHAPTER, XLin. 

THE PRINCIPALITY OF HTIRRUR. 

Not many weeks had elapsed since cer- 
tain substantial merchants of liiiiTur, after 
visiting the giirine at Medina, and making 
a long and profitable sojourn in Alio Arnba, 
had returned to tlioir native land to, enjoy 
the honors of their religious pilcTimage. 
Slaves, ivory, and precious gums had been 
disposed of to great advantage in Arabia, 
and the proceeds invested in beads, berilles, 
and broadcloth, with wiiicli, the enterpri- 
sing traders landed at the maritime town 
of Tajura. Proceeding thence to Siat, 
^ they emba,rked their gains in slaves, m,ules, 
! and cotton cloths ; and designing to pass 
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the residue of their days in ease and afflu- 
ence, set out by way of Plurrur for the 
great annual fair at Berbera. 

In -advance of the time, however, these 
luckless individuals had ventured to specu- 
late to their envious countrymen upon the 
advantage to be derived from foreign traffic 
and the presence of the white mao. The 
incautious word had caught the ear of 
Abdel Yonag, the wily chief of the- Hur- 
riiflii *5 and letters were secretly dispatched 
to his master the ameer, representing the 
wealthy hajjis to be men of turbulent and 
ambitious views, who had devised danger- ' 
ous innovations, and were plotting, with ^ 
the Adaiel, the monopoly of the commerce 
ill slaves. With hearts bounding at the 
sight of their native minarets, and utterly 
unconscious of- the slander that had pre- 
ceded them, the pilgrims entered the mna- 
deen gate of the city ; but ere return had 
been welcomed by wife or child, they were 
hurried by the soldiery to the presence of 
the despot, and, without even the mockery 
of a trial, were beaten to death with huge 
maces of iron. 

The independent principality of Hurrur 
is a spot yet unvisited by any European, 
and is remarkable for its isolated position 
among the Pagan and Moliaiamadan Galla, 
against whose continual inroads it has 
hitherto contrived, with the aid of two 
hundred matchlockmen and a few archers, 
to maintain its integrity. The Alla, the 
Nooli, the Geeri, the Tarsoo, the Babili, 
the Bursoo, the Burteera, and the Gooti, 
compass it on every side, and making sud- 
den descents, sweep the ripe cropsj from 
off the face of the smiling land ; but their 
efforts against the town have iinifcrmly 
proved unsuccessful, and caravans con- 
tinue, in spite of hostilities, to carry on a 
very considerable traffic through the Ittoo 
and Aroosi tribes, with Shoa and the So- 
mauli coast. 

Originaily founded and peopled by % 
colony of the sons of Yemen, the town is 
described to be situated in a pleasant and 
well-watered valley, surrounded by hills, 
accl enjoying a cool and salubrious climaie. 
A vrall of mud and stone, six miles in cir- 
cumference, with live fortified gates, aflords 
security to the entire population, whose 
houses, many of them two-storied, are 
constructed of stone, white-washed, and 
terraced. Slosques and minarets are con- 
spicnous iii every street. The matin voice 
of tlie muezzin is regularly heard, and the 
lama el Musjid is believed to be the abode 
of guardian angels, who stretch the strong 
piiijon of protection over the lieads of the 
Faithful. “ How could Hurrur Irave tri- 


umphed thus long over the unbelievers,*’ 
inquire the devout citizens, had Allah not 
extended his right arm to succor the fol- 
lowers of his Prophet I” 

Aboo Bekr, the reigning ameer, luis 
wielded the sceptre during tlie last seven 
years ; and, pursuing the barbarous custom 
of Shoa, his brothers and family are per- 
manent inmates of subterranean dungeons, 
which, for better security, are constructed 
hnmediately below the foundations of bis 
own palace. Although cruel and vindic- 
tive, he is reputed a brave prince, leading 
the foray in person, and taking the front 
in the battle field; but suspicion of the 
stranger would seem to form the ruling- 
feature of his character, nor is tliis to be 
wondered at, since bloodshed and aggres- 
sion are known to have once marked the 
footstep of the intruder. 

During the reign of Abd el Kurreem, 
uncle to the present ameer, a large body 
of Arabs from Mocha, instigated by a dis- 
graced member of the blood-royal, who had 
fied thither for safety, laid siege to tlie 
town, and, assisted by guns of small caii-^ 
bre, which are now mounted on the w^alis,* 
had nearly prevailed. Again the guardian 
angels stretched their white wings ovm 
the beleaguered city. The magazine blew 
up and destroyed numbers of the enemy; 
and their traitorous leader, -\vdio Irad in- 
duced the attack by representing his coun- 
trymen to be infidels and apostates from 
the true religion, falling into the hands of 
the garrison, had his hem exalted on a pole 
in the market-place, after the teains itad 
been dashed out with an iron club. Death 
is now the portion of every fool-iiardy 
wanderer from the shores of Araby, and 
while the Galla is compelled to relinquish 
his arms at the gate, every precaution is 
taken to exclude from the land the for- 
eigner, of whatever nation. 

In the/eatures of the Hurrurhi is to be 
traced a 'strong resemblance to those of the 
i parent stock. The costume consists of a 
fflecked kilt, a creese, and a cotton toga; 
tlie display of a turban being restricted to 
the ameer, to the moolahs, and to those 
j wlio-have performed the pilgrimage to tiie 
! shrine of the Prophet. Aithoagli distinct 
in itself, the language bears a. singular af- 
finity to th-dt of the Amhara, but Arabic 
forms the written character. Barter is the 
most usual .s^^stem of commerce, b'..t the 
malialuL^ a small copper coin resemlding 
the dewdni of Jlddah, is current in tlie 
realm. Twenty-two of these go to a norn- 
inal coin styled \vhereof forty are 

equivalent to the German crown. It bears 
dll the reverse the name of the reigning 
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prince, and on the obverse the qWation 
from the Koran, illa\ illilah/^ there 
is none other God but Aliah.’^ 

Around Hurrur the soil is rich, and ex- 
tensively cultivated, especially in coffee. 
Two thousand bales of the finest quality 
are annually exported into India and Arabia 
.by the ports of Zeyla and Berbera, which 
are visited thrice during the year by large 
caravans laden with ivory, ostrich feathers, 
ghee, saffron, gums, and myrrh, which 
latter is produced in great abundance. 
Blue and white calico, Indian piece goods, 
English prints, silks, and shawls, red, cot- 
ton yarn, silk thread, beads, frankincense, 
copper wire, and zinc, are received in ex- 
change, and a transit duty of of 

the ikter metal is levied by the ameer on 
every slave passing through his dominions 
from the cold hills of his brother of Shoa, 
where these commodities are bartered.*^ 
Between Aboo Bekr and the Christian 
monarch the most friendly intercourse sub- 
sists. Letters continually pass and repass, 
and scarcely a month elapses without the 
arrival of a caravan. The chief of the 
Wurj, or merchants of Hurrur, standing 
specially appointed by the ameer, possess- 
es absolute power to punish all offences, 
and adjust disputes among his own country- 
men, who are not less fond of drawing the 
creese than their Adaiel brethren. Tullah, 
an inferior description of beer, being brew- 
ed and swallowed in alarming quantities, 
brawls, and scuffles too frequently termi- 
nate the debauch in blood. Should a Chris- 
tian subject of Shoa be slain, the offence 
is passed over in politic silence, but when 
the reverse is the case, the worldly wealth 
of the sinning Abyssinian is confiscated 
by the crown, and his person handed over 
to the tender mercies of the Moslem sav- 
ages. ■ ■■ 

The continual change of inhabitants, 
the excessive cheapness of provisions, and 
the prevalent custom of handfasting for 
the visit, tend little to improve the moral- 
ity of the market town. The chains of thB 
convenient alliances formed, are by no 
means binding on either party, and the isurn 
of .^opence-halfpenny is ' perfectly 
cidfit to support during the week tte. trader 
and his temporary mate. One hundred 
pieces of salt are considered a large dow- 
ry ; the nuptials are celebrated by feasting 
and routing alone, and while the . utmost 
indifference prevails on the part of the 
- husband, he loosens the matrimonial knot 
at pleasure, by carrying his partner before 


*^The distance of Hurrur fromZevla ttiuy be assum- 
M 150 Hiiles S.S.W aad from Ankobejr, ISJO miles H. ■ 
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the kazi, and thrice repeating the words, 
Woman, I thee divorce.” 

One fourth of the entire population of 
Alio Amba are Hurrurbi and Danakil. 
Of the worthies who accompanied the em- 
bassy from Tajilra, the majority continued 
to reside at Farri and Channoo for the con- 
venience of foraging their camels ; but 
flocking every Friday to the market, they 
never failed to confer the pleasure of their 
society for a few hours. Gubaiyo, the 
deputy- governor of the town, had been 
; specially appointed to the service of the 
foreigners, and while discharging his office 
of spy with the most creditable diligence, 
he exercised with strict impartiality his 
functions as door-keeper, enforcing, great- 
ly to the amazement of the independent 
Adaiel, the Abyssinian usage, which pre- 
cludes the invasion of visitors unless duly 
introduced. The obnoxious redriuan, whose 
iniquities had well nigh cost the, lives of 
the whole party at the Great S^lt Lake, 
and who had now the impudence to seek 
a reward for his services on the road, was 
the first who came under the remorselesB 
lash of the despotic bully ; and it was a 
not less cheering and delightful sight to 
behold the warm-blooded little warrior, 
Ibrahim Shelfom Abli, flying like a foot- 
ball down the steps leading from the court- 
yard into the muddy-Iane, before the pro- 
pulsive impetus of a Christian toe, which 
presently sent the tyrannical Izhak bound- 
ing* after his colleague, with many a se- 
vere thwack from the wand of office, ring- 
ing across his Moslem shoulders, as he 
vamly proclaimed himself own brother to 
the leigning Sultan of Tajiira, 
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ESCAPE FKOM THE MABKET-TOWN. . 

Abyssinian despots sully not their dig- 
nity by condescending to divulge even the 
smallest design to the most confidential of 
their courtiers. In elegant x\mharic phra- 
seology, “ the belly of the master is never 
known;” and thus it occurred, that had 
any possessed the inclination to predict the 
probable period of detention, none could 
boast the ability. A fortnight rolled tar- 
dily away, and the burning curiosity of 
the savage having meanwhile overcome the 
scruples dictated by state policy, it became 
matter of public notoriety that the king had 
taken up his residence at the adjacent 
palace of Machal-wans, where preparations 
■were actually in progress toward the long- 
desired audience. 


ROYAL MESSAGE— ADIEU TO ALIO AMBA. 


The reappearance of the commander-in- 1 
chief of the body-guard, with the escort of 
honor, was the first welcome sign of ap- 
proaching release from the vile market- 
town of Alio Amba ; and the most illustri- 
ous peer of the realm, attended by a junto 
of scribes, and a host of reluctant porters, 
was not far behind him. Penmanship being 
so extremely tedious a process, it is not the 
court etiquette to indite letters when a ver- 
bal communication will answer the pur- 
pose : and the visitors were accordingly 
charo’ed with abundant compliments, and 
with an invitation to behold the royal pei- 
son on the ensuing Sabbath, which had 
been pronounced by the astrologers, a 
day of good omens.’- Tarry not by day, 
neither stay ye bv night, tor the heart of 
the father longeth to see his children. 
Hasten, that he be not again disappoint- 
ed.” 

But, unfortunately, the hour selected by 
the skill of “ those who read the stars, aid 
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Kondie, and is expected to be present on 
all state occasions at the palace. To assist 
in the discharge of these onerous and mul- 
tifarious duties, he has many stewards and 
subordinates, of whom the chief, who super- 
intends the gkemdjia house, or royal ward- 
robe, wherein the most costly manufactures 
are deposited, had already proceeded in ad- 
vance to spread the carpets in the great 
reception-hall. He was accompanied by 
Deftera Sena, the secretary, whose busi- 
ness it is to receive and register all trans- 
fers to the state revenues, and who had 
been for the last fortnight almost incessant- 
ly busied with his pen. 

Liberated from irksome captivity, the 
utmost difficulty was next experienced in 
procuring mules— no steps to supply the 
place of those destroyed having been taken 
by the inimical functionaries, whose ex- 
press duty it was. The few survivors of 
the late numerous drove were mustered, 
but only one proved in a condition to pro- 
ceed, and it was not until a messenger had 


it was therefore proposed, that the inter- 
view should take place one day earliei. 
His majesty, however, labored under the 
effects of cosso, a drug resorted to by ail 
who revel in raw diet ; and feeling yet un- 
equal to appear in public, it was linally ar- 
ranged that audience should be deferred 
until the Monday following. A fresh in- 
ventory of boxes was immediately com- 
menced ; and, after much opposition, those 
intended for presentation to the. .throne 
were separated, and sent oft to await ar- 
rival at a hamlet distant two miles from 
Machal-wans, ^ 

The next labor was to dismantle the 
structure of bales and packages, which, du- 
ring the detention at Alio Amba had been 
piled, in view to the economy of space, so 
as to admit of some of the party occupy ing 
the tier next the roof, while others had 
slept in cabins formed below, ov upon, or 
underneath, the table. But no sooner had 
the king’s baggage departed, than the wu- 
lasma came to announce that there were 
no more porters, and that if anything still 
remained it must be left behind. Another 
battle followed, and a war of words, which 
lasted a full hour and a half, was again 
crowned with victory. 

Ayto Kabima, Work, who had been the 
chief instigator of this opposition, is 
charged with manifold afiairs. Independent 
of his important duties at the seat of his 
authority, where he is responsible lor all 
tribute in salt, in honey, and in specie, he 
is intrusted with the treasures lodged in 
Ankbber, Aramba, Debra Berhan, and 
■ " "9 ' 


the*^number required. A clamorous mob 
now assembled in order to witness the diffi- 
culties raised in the way of the foreigners 
and it required the utmost exertion, on 
the part of Gubaiyo, both with his long 
stick and still longer tongue, to keep the 
idle crowd at a respectful distance. 

Mounted at length, the party turned their 
backs toward the market-place, and entered 
upon a circuitous path, winding, by abrupt 
declivities and steep ascents, oyer three 
mountain torrents, toward the village of 
Sallal Hoola, at which the night was to be 
passed. Kind nature had every^yhere 
spread the ground with her gifts in inex- 
haustible profusion pd variety, supplying 
all the more immediate wants of mankind, 
yet enforcing the doom of labor so wisely 
imposed upon her lazy children. Rich 
acres of corn by the wayside were inter- 
spersed with quiet hamlets, and with lux- 
xiriant meadows abounding in trefoil, and a 
vast variety of red and white clover. Crys- 
tal brooks" leaped in numerous cascades, 
and hedgerows, gay with endless flowers, 
the dogrose and the fragrant jasmine, im- 
parted" to the rural landscape an aspect 
quite European. 

Southern Abyssinia proper commences 
with Efat, at tha foot of the first range 
hills, which continue to increase both m 
altitude and fertility to the summit ol the 
lofty barrier that stretches north and south 
to form tlie brink of the elevated table-land 
Of Shoa. -Violent storms of thunder and 
lightning, wdiich usher in the rainy season. 
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as© attracted to this regioiij as well by the 

S eat elevation of the mountain as by the 
gbly ferruginous nature of the rocks. It 
is a land of hill and valley, smiling under 
the influence of the copious deluge ; and 
so striking a contrast does it present to 
the general character and climate of the 
torrid zone, that at first sight the delighted 
traveller might believe himself transported 
by some fairy agency to his northern home. 

Ayto Wolda Hana, although loquacious 
enough, had been somewhat subdued by 
the tempei’ature of the low country, to 
which, as well as to everything Mohamma- 
dan, he evinced an insuperable disrelish ; 
but once again within the influence of the 
cold nioimtaiu breeze beyond the limits of 
the wulasma's jurisdiction, and he was in 
his glory. Two running footmen kept pace 
with his gayiy-caparisoned mule. Immedi- 
ately behind him rode a contidential hench- 
mau, carrying the emblazoned shield and 
decorated lances which denoted his posi- 
tion in society ; and in the height of High- 
land anarchy the tail of the M’Gregor was 
seldom of longer dimensions than that of 
the pompous governor. of Ankober. 

Suddenly leaving the party, the great 
man was observed to dive into a village by 
the road-side, whence in a few minutes he 
returned, issuing a variety of orders in a 
far from melodious tone of voice, which 
evidently had reference to the mulberry 
steed, already mentioned as having been 
brought from Aden. The animal had not 
been seen for many days, and every appli- 
cation regarding it had been so dexterously 
evaded, that, although the tail had not been 
brought in, it was believed to have gone 
the way of all flesh, To the surprise of 
every one, the charger, prancing and neigh- 
’'ing, was now led foith, in the best condi- 
tion, by one of the king’s grooms. So 
thoroughly had the worthy functionary been 
impressed with the erroneous conviction, 
that it formed a part of the present designed 
for his royal master, that the fortunate beast 
had beei]! turned into clover, and daily fed 
with the choicest barley ; whereas all Its 
iiompanions, although surrounded by plen- 
ty, had been suflered to starve. 

At Salial Hoola, another hovel had been 
provided by the royal bounty, smaller in 
dimensions, more dark, dirty, and dismal, 
and iriflnitely better garrisoned with vermin 
than the abode wherein the last fortnight 
had been passed. Environed by miry 
swamps and stagnant pools, it presented an 
appearance the most gloomy and wretched, 
while the raatevials- for comfort were, as 
usual, denied by tht? bflicious functionaries. 


who had taken care to deposit the baggage 
most needed in quarters of the village 
where, at so late an hour, free access was 
impossible. The gloomy recesses of the 
verandah were crowded with female slaves, 
occupied in the Various processes of pre- 
paring bread, which the population had 
been called upon to supply in large quan- 
tities to the palace against the approaching 
arrival of the foreigners. In one corner, 
two old wmmen wlio alternately plied their 
pestles to a most monotonous ditty, were 
pounding grain in a wooden mortcy*. In 
another a group of buxom lasses were rock- 
ing themselves to and fro over mills fash- 
ioned like the high-heeled slipper of the 
days of good Q,ucen Bess, upon the inclined 
surface of which they contrived, with a 
stone and great personal labor, to convert 
the grain into a form something resembling 
flour. It trickled in a scanty stream into 
a vessel placed below the depressed plane 
for its reception, and was presently wrought 
into thick cakes, full a foot and" a half in 
diameter. These were merely shown to the 
fire, and a crude substance was thus pro- 
duced, which by a well-fed Indian elephant 
would certainly have been’ rejected with a 
severe admonition to his keeper. 

In this dreary and soul-depressing spot, 
destitute of beds and not overburdened with 
food, were experienced the very opposite of 
the delights of the Salt Lake — cold, damp, 
and wet in perfection ; but the glad pros- 
pect of an interview with his majesty on 
the morrow buoyed up the spirits of alb mid 
misery was disregarded. Ayto Katama had 
proceeded in advance to Maclral-wans, to 
seek at the royal hands permission to lire 
a salute of twenty-one guns on the British 
embassy reaching the royal lodge, a point 
previously urged, but without success. It 
had* already been brought to the king’s no- 
tice, that the foreigners partook of food 
which had been prepared by Mohaiiima- 
daiis— a proceeding which in Shoa is reck- 
oned equivalent to a renunciationof Chris- 
tianity. Ideas the most extravagant were, 
moreover, In circulation relative to the 
povyers of the ordnance Imported, tlie mere 
report of which was believed sutneient to 
set fire to the earth, to shiver rocks, and 
dismantle mountain fastnesses. Men were’ 
said 10 have arrived with copper legs/’ 
whose duty it was to serve those tremsii- 
doits and terrible engines ; and in alarm 
for the safety of his palace, capital, and 
treasures, the suspicious monarch still pe- 
remptorily insisted upon withholding the 
desired licence, until he should have beheld 
the battery -‘with Ms own eyes,” 
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Another hour’s wading through deep 
CHAPTER X L V. ploughed fields of beans and peas and stand- 

ing corn, and across the rapid torrent brawl- 
PRESENTATION AT COURT. rocky bed, brought the draggled 

It rained incessantly with the greatest party to two time-worn awnings of black 
violence throughout the entire night, and serge, which not five minutes before had 
until the morning broke, when a great vol- pitched for its accommodation in a 
mne of white scud, rising from the deep swamp below the royal residence, and which 
vailevs, and drii’tiiio- like\ scene-cuitain admitted the rain through an infinity of 
across the stern summit of the giant Mam- apertures, ^ This continued up to the last 
rat — now frowninu; immediately overhead moment, thick and heavy ; but the utmost 
—foretold the nature of the weather that efforts of the deluge had proven insufficient 
might be anticipated during the important to cleanse the mud-stained garments ; and 
and long-lookad-for dav. The ba^gao-e ^ow the tramp of six hundred porters, in 
havin^r, with considerable difficuityrbeen addition to the vast crowd which had as- 
collected irom the various nooks and cor- sembied to witness, the long-looked- for ar- 
ners wherein the porters had deposited their Hval of the British embassy, soon convert- 
loads, and no prospect of a brighter sky be- mg the ground into a positive quagmire, 
Ino* in store, the circumjacent morasses ankle-deep in black mud, seemed to render 
were waded to the face of the hill which utterly hopeless any attempt at the exhibi- 
obscured Machal-wans. Too steep and slip- tion of broadcloth and gold lace on the ap- 
pery for mules, this was also ascended on pimching presentation at the court of Shoa. 
foot, ivitli the aid of Jong staves ; and the The governors of Ankobar and Alio Am- 
rain, which had been dropping gently for ha, whose special affair it was to provide 
some time, af^ain setting in with the most food, and otherwise to render assistance 
malicious steadiness, as if resolved to mar needed, left the visitors to pitch their own 
all attempt at displav, the whole cavalcade teni wMle they lounged in the palls, and 
was presently drenched to the skin. contented themselves with urging the in- 

An hour’s toil over very heavy ground slant gratification of the royal curiosity, 
opened a sudden turn in the road, whence which was momentarily becoming more and 
the escoi-t, resting their cumbrous match- ' more intense. Persecution on the part of 
locks Over the rocks, commenced an indis- the unruly and boisterous mob, to whom 
criminate fire— -the reports of their heavily every object was new, meanwhile w^axed 
loaded culverins, mingled with, the answer- greater and greater— thousands pressing 
Ing note of welcome from the expectant forward to gaze as at wild beasts, and all 
crowd below, echoing long and loud among* contributing their mite to produce confu- 
the broken glens. As the clouds of smoke sioii and discomfort, now at the climax, 
rbated slowly away on the dense atmosphere ^ally after sally was made by the uproused 
from the shoulder of the mountaijr, there commander- in-chief of the body-guard, and 
burst upon the sight a lovely view of the many were the long sticks broken to small 
stockaded palace at Machal-wans. Its co- fragments over the backs and shoulders of 
nica. white roofs were embosomed in a fair the wiki spectators, in the course of Ins 
grove.or jmi'per and cypress, which crested vigorous applications. But it was to no 
a heautifaily wooded tumulus rising at the purpose. The ring was^no sooner formed 
extreme verge of the valley from the very than broken, and the self-constituted clerk 
banks of a roaring torrent. A bright green of the course, becoming^ at length weary 
meadow, spangled with liowers, la}’’ stretch- of his occupation, he joined his idle col- 
ed 5 , it its foot : the rose, the eglantine, and leagues in the tent, and left the multitud 
the humble vi<:>let, grew around in all the to their own devices, 
grace uf native wildness, lo recall recoiiec- A remonstrance to the king, tpdch^g 
tions of happ'er lands, while the great Abys- the indigmties to' which the liege subjAs 
siiikn raiigxs which, even here towered of Great Britain were thus 9 

lihnosi oemen-jiciikrly some t’wo thousand hands of the Amhara rabbin; on thrv'ory 
feet overliead, and whose peaks were veiled outskirts of the palace, w'" ^oYioive by a 
in v/reaths of v.’iritG fog, formed .a rnagnifi- visit from Birroo, the fs?Voritf pag, bear- 
oent background to tne picture. Isolated ing an apologetic or tneiCO-re oi 

farm-houses were profusely scattered over ignorance ; aiidrepp^tod me«jHge^ through 
the ve Aiant lanrl?cape— rich fields glisiejied this shrewd llttle^/onfidant^l ro/aity j who 
in various sta ges of maturity — and the rills, possessed all thp of a poneti pot, elicit- 
swollen by the recent stonn, came thum ed first permi^r^Jou to fir^t vSingiC giuw 
dering over the mountain- side, in a succes* then lastly, uesiren saiiite, 

sloff of foaming cascades. , » Wlth-hi^''^aseistancej n'TOOverj tne crowd 
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was to a certain extent repelled, and the 
spacious tent having- finally been erected, 
amid peals of savage wonder, the fioor was 
strewed witii heather, and with branches 
lopped from the myrtles and from various 
aromatic slirubs that grew thickly around, 
and prepjirations were at length commen- 
ced for the interview, which, during the 
continuance of the tumult and uproar, had 
been by a succession of messages repeat- 
edly and earnestly desired. - 
It was now noon, and the weather hav- 
ing temporarily cleared, the British party, 
radiant with plumes and gold embroidery, 
succeeded, after much fruitless opposition, 
in mounting their gayly caparisoned steeds, 
and escorted by the 'governors, the com- 
mander-in-chief of the body-guard, and by 
a numerous and clamorous escort, proceedb 
ed in full uniform toward the palace. . Ma- 
ny were the attempts made to enforce the 
etiquette which denies ascent in equestri- 
an order ; but as, on gaining the foot of the 
eminence, the roar of artillery burst from 
the ' centre of the encampment, and the 
deep valley, fast filling with white smoke, 
began to echo back the salute at the rate 
of six discharges in a minute, no further 
interference was attempted, and a univer- 
sal shout arose of Malijia Ungliz^ mel- 
com / melcdm Wonderful English, 

well done I well done I’* 

Noise, bustle, and confusion, which in 
Abyssinia are reckoned highly honorable 
to the guest, were again at their climax on 
reaching the outer wicket, where the form 
of obtaining tlie royal permission to pass, 
was to be olDserved ere entrance could be 
accorded by the state door-keepers. Fur- 
ther detention was experienced in the 
court-yard, at the hands of sundry officers 
of the privy chamber, whose visages were 
but ill adapted to sustain the character of 
high official importance, and whose as- 
sumption of dignity proved singularly lu- 
dicrous. At length came a message ex- 
oressive of his majesty’s unqualified sur- 
rise and satisfaction at the extraordinary 
Herity with which the guns were he- 
ih served, and his desire to see the em- 
foi+hwith; but attempting, to ad- 
vme, oppc-sition was again interposed, 
and't needej another message, and yet 
anotL^ commarfij before admission could 
be obt^xiodto the -^-oyal presence. 

ordnance was rattling 
in brokm. ecltes along the mountain chain, 
as the Brteh^nibassy stepped at length 

over the high hreshoid cf the reception- 
halL Circular ^ form, and destitute of the 
wonted Abyssinia pfflar in the centre j the 
massive and loftji^iay walls of the-, cham- 


ber glittered with a profusion of silver or-^ 
naments, emblazoned shields, matchlocks, 
and double-b-arrelled guns. Persian car- 
pets and rugs of all sizes, colors, and pat- 
terns, covered the floor ; and crowds of 
alakas, governors, chiefs, and principal of- 
ficers of the court, arrayed in their holiday 
, attire, stood around in a posture of respect, 
uncovered to the girdle. Two wide alcoves 
receded on either side, in one of which 
blazed a cheerful wood fire, engrossed by 
indolent cats, while in the other, on a flow- 
ered satin ottoman, surrounded by wither- 
ed eunuchs and juvenile pages of honor, 
and supported by gay velvet cushions, re- 
clined in Ethiopic state his most Christian 
majesty Sahela Selassie. The dech aga- 
j%n, or state door-keeper, as master of the 
ceremonies, stood with a rod of green rush- 
es to preserve the exact distance of approach 
to royalty, and as the British guests enter- 
ed the hall and iriade their bows to the 
throne, motioned thevn to be seated upon 
chairs that had previously been sent in — 
which done, it was commanded that all , 
might be cove4*ed. 

. The king was attired in a silken Arab 
vest of green brocade, partially shrouded 
under the ample folds of a ■white cotton 
robe of Abyssinian manufactiu*e, adorned 
with sundry broad crimson stripes and 
borders. Forty summers, whereof eight- 
and-twenty had been passed under the un- 
easy cares of the crown, had slightly 
furrowed his dark brow, and somewhat 
grizzled a full bushy head of hair, arranged ' 
in elaborate curls, after the fashion of 
George the First ; and although consider- 
ably disfigured by the loss of the left eye, 
the expression of his manly features, open, 
pleasing, and commanding, did not in 
their tout ensemble belie the character for 
impartial justice which the despot has ob- 
tained far and wide — even the Danakil 
comparing him to ‘‘a fine balance of gold.’’ 

All those -manifold salutations and in- 
quiries which overwroug'ht politeness here 
enforces, duly concluded, the letters with 
which the embassy had been charged-— 
enveloped in flowmred muslin and rich 
gold kimkhab— -were presented in a san- 
dal-wood casket, minutely inlaid with 
ivory ; and the contents having been read 
and expounded, the costly presents from 
the British government were introduced 
in succession, to be spread oixt before the • 
glistening eyes of the court The rich 
Brussels carpet which completely covered 
the hall,, together with Cachemire shawls 
and embroidered Delhi scarfs of resplen** 
dent hues, attracted universal attention, 
and some of the choicest specimens were 
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from time to time handed to the alcove by i; 
the chief of the eunuchs. On the intro- \ 
auction of each new curiosity, the sur- i 
prise of the king became more and more i 
unfeigned. Bursts of merriment ioilowed t 
the magic revolutions of a group ot Om- 1 
iiese dancing figures ; and when the Eu- s 
ropean escort in fuli uniform, with the 
sergeant at their head, marched into the j 
centre of tiie hall — faced in front of the ^ 
throne, and performed the manual and c 
platoon exercises, amid jewelry glittering i 
on the ruo's, gay shawls and silver cloths < 
which sS-ewed the floor, ornamented j 
clocks chiming, and musical boxes play- < 
ing God save the Queen,” his majesty ' 
appeared quite entranced, and declared 
that he possessed no words to express his i 
o-ratitude. But many and bright were the 
smiles that lighted up the royal features, 
as three hundred muskets, with bayonets 
fixed, were piled in front of the footstool. 
A buzz of mingled wonder and applause, 
which half drowned the music, arose 
from the crowded courtiers ; and the mea- 
sure of the warlike monarch's satisfaction 
now filled to overflowing. “ God will re- 
ward you,” he exclaimed, “for I cannot 
But astonisliment and admiration knew 
no bounds, as the populace next spread 
over the luce of the hills to witness the 
artillery practice, which formed the sequel 
to the presentation of these princely gifts. 
A sheet was attached to the opposite face 
of the ravine. The green valley again 
rung to the unwonted roar of ordnance ; 
and as the white cloth flew in shreds to 
the wind, under a rapid discharge of round 
shot, canister, and grape, amid the crumb- 
ling of the rock, and the rush of the fall- 
ing stones, the before despised sponge- 
staves became a theme of eulogy to the 
monarch as well as to the gaping peasant. 
A shout rose long and I'oud over the peal- 
ing echoes which rattled from hill to hill ; 
and far along the serrated chain was pro- 
claimed the arrival of foreign guests, and 
the royal acquisition, through their means, 
of potent engines of war. 

Cbmpliments from the throne, and per- 
sonal congratulations from the principal 
courtiers and officers of state, closed the 
evening of this unwonted display; and 
the introduction,, by the hands of the fa- 
vorite page, of a huge pepper pie, the 
produce of the royal kitchen, with a com- 
mand that “the king’s, children might 
feast,” was accompanied by the unheard- 
of honor of a visit from the dwarf father 
■confessor, who might without difficulty 
have concealed his most diminutive per- 
son beneath the ample pastry. Enveloped 


in robes and turbans, and armed with sil- 
ver, cross and crosier, the deformed little 
priest, whose ' entire long life has been 
passed in doing good to his fellow-crea- 
tures, seating his hideous and Punch-like 
form in a chair placed for its reception, in 
squeaking accents delivered himself thus : 

‘‘Forty years have rolled away since 
Asfa Woosen, on whose memory be peace, 
grandsire to our beloved monarch, saw in 
a dream that the red men were bringing 
into his kingdom curious and beautiful 
commodities, from countries beyond the 
great sea. The astrologers, on being 
commanded to give an interpretation 
thereof, predicted with one accord that 
foreigners from the land of Egypt would 
come into Abyssinia during his majesty’s 
most illustrious reign, and that yet more 
and wealthier would follow in that of his 
son, who should sit next upon the throne. 
Praise be unto God, that the dream and 
its interpretation have now been falfill- 
ed ! Our eyes, though they be old, have 
. never beheld wonders until this day ; and 
L during the reign over Shoa of seven ' suc- 
. cessive kings, no such miracles as these 
have been wrought in Ethiopia.” 


CHAPTER XLVI 

THE CAPITAL OF THE lilXGDO?.! OF SHOA. ■ 

; His Christian majesty passed the greater 
portion of the .wmt night succeeding the 
presentation of the British embassy, in re- 
vels amid the foreign riches so unexpect- 
edly heaped upon him. Every novel article 
was minutely examined with all the curi- 
osity of the savage ; and the royal scribes, 
having been duly assembled, elaborate in- 
ventories were penned upon scrolls^ of 
parchment, to be deposited for the odifica-. 
tion of posterity iii the archives of pie 
kingdom. The fire-arms and the warlike 
munitions were transferred forthwith to the 
grand arsenal ; the rich^ manufactures of 
the loom were added to the shelves of the 
palace wardrobes ; and the curiosities, in- 
cluding the Chinese dancing girls,, were 
carefully immured in the mouldy maga- 
zines of Mamrat, Kondie, and Aramba, 
with labels and tickets setting forth their, 
respective properties, and proclaiming to 
future occupants of the throne of Shoa that 
these wonders were added to the state trea- 
sures by the red men called Gyptzis, who 
came “ from beyond ” during the auspicious 
reign. of .Sahela Selassie. 

Ere day bad dawned, the favorite page 
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was depiited to inquire how the interval of 
rest had been passed by the king’s guest.?, 
and whether all had slumbered happily. 
Etiquette demanded that the reply should 
be in the alfirmative ; but if an estimate 
were formed from the drenched and mis- 
erable aspect of the tent, the report made 
to the palace must have been far from fa- 
vorable. In the absence of the cap, which 
had been lost upon the road, the fly of the 
marquee was hastily lashed with cords to 
the pole, and becoming saturated during 
the pelting storm which ushered in the 
dark hours, it had presently slidden down, 
and formed a funnel, which completely put 
an end to sleep. 

Hajji Kasim and Izhak, who, with some 
of their bigoted Moslem retainers, had re- 
paired to court to witness the reception of 
“ the Christian dogs,” had presented them- 
selves at nightfall, wet, shivering, and 
^mished, to implore an asylum, which, 
together with food, had been denied by the 
officers of the royal household. Upon the 
principle of good for evil, the hunger of the 
applicants was at once appeased ; but the 
untoward fall of the canvas fabric had ren- 
dered irugatory the hospitality extended in 
the form of bedclothes, to which each of 
the party had contributed his mite. Drench- 
ed to the skin, the true believers, spite. of 
their covering of lard, were fairly swamped 
where they lay, and the ras el kafilah’s pet 
Koran having been trampled under foot in 
the confusion attendant upon re-pitching, 
he angrily left the tent in the morning by 
one door, at the moment that the spoiled 
page entered by the other, grumbling as he 
went, “ Allah ! how could the sacred vol- 
ume experience any better fate at the' hand 
of infidels 

Six hundred peasants, who had been 
pressed on the service of the state from the 
Mohammadan villages of Argobba, after 
transporting the king’s baggage from Alio 
Amba to Machal-wans, had bivouacked 
without ibod or shelter upon the bare satu- 
rated ground, and were strewed over the 
greensward like the slain on a battle-field. 
As the day dawned, their loud cries of, 

“ Abiet, abiet,’’^ “ Master, master,” arose to 
the palace gates from every quarter of the 
valley ; but they lifted up their sad voices 
in vain, and reiterated entreaties for. dis- 
missal passing unheeded, a number of oxen, 
sufficient to ‘allay the cravings of hunger, 
were with great difficulty purchased by the 
embassy, delivered over for slaughter, and 
slain and eaten raw upon the spot. 

The sceptic in Europe, who’ still with- 
holds his credence from Bruce’s account of 
^#Ajbyssmmn brlad feast, would have been 


edified by the siglit now presented on the 
royal meadow. Crowds swarmed around 
each sturdy victim to the knife, and im- 
petuously rushing in with a simultaneous 
yell, seized horns, and legs, and tail A 
violent struggle to escape ^ followed the 
assault. Each vigorous bound shook oif 
and scattered a portion of tlie assailants, 
but the stronger and more athletic retained; 
still their grasp, and resolutely grappling 
and wrestling with the prize, niially pre^ . 
vailed. With a loud groan of de.spair the 
bull was thrown kicking to the eartln 
Twenty crooked knives flashed at once 
irom the scabbard — a tide of crimso.n gore 
proclaimed the work of death, and the hun- 
gry butchers remained seated on the quiv- 
ering carcass, until the last bubbling jet 
had welled from the widely-severed and 
yawning throat. • 

Rapidly from that moment advanced the 
work of demolition. The hide was opened 
in fifty places, and collop after collop of 
warm flesli and muscle — sliced and scrap- 
ed from the bone— was borne ofiln triumph. 
Groups of feasting savages might now be 
seen seated on the w’et grass in every di- 
rection, greedily munching and bolting the 
ra.w repast, and pounds u^re with all held 
of light account. Entrails and cffikl did 
not escape. In a quarter of an hour nought 
remained of the carcass save hoofs and 
horns, and the disappointed vulture.? of the 
air assembling round the scene of slaughter 
with the village curs, found little indeed to 
satisfy their hunger. 

During this general carousal of the 
grateful host, the smooth-spoken purveyor- 
general, who was completely at a loss to 
comprehend the meaning of the liberality 
extended, advanced with a sleek and pam- 
pered band of parasites. The assistance 
of the unfeeling, lunctionary had been crav- 
ed in vain, and' he now, after casting a con- 
temptuous glance toward the sated serfs, 
indionied words inquired with obvious sur- 
prise, whether the party had not rested 
well, that , they thus , troubled their heads 
unnecessarily about’ the worthless bonds- 
men of-’the negoos V 

PreparatoryTo setting out for Ankober, 
the embassy had an audience of the king, 
“ My children,” quoth his majesty, ‘‘all my 
gun-people shall accompany you ; may you 
enter in safety I Whatsoever your hearts 
think and wish, that send word unto me. 
Saving myself, ye have no relative in this 
.distant land. Ye have travelled far on my 
affairs. I will give you what I can accord- 
ing to that which my country produces. 
I cannot give you what I do not possess. 
Be not afraid of me. Listen not to the 
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evil insinuations of my people, for they are- \ 
bad. Look only imto Sahela Selassie. 1 
May his father die, he will accomplish t 
whatsoever ye desire I” . , , a 

The sun. shone bright amid the neecy c 
white clouds of an azure sky, as the party t 
left the wet encampment in the valley, ( 
and under an escort of iusileers took the < 
way to the capital, without that regret 
which is usually felt on quitting the pre- t 
cincts of royalty. A green swampy mead- J 
ow led to the foot of the mountains, over j 
which numberless cascades foamed fu- i 
riously to the plain. Supported from the : 
base to the utmost summit by artificial ter- : 
races, and clothed with the most luxuriant < 
cultivation, there were parts over which it 
seemed hardly possible that the plough > 
should have -passed at so great an angle. 
But wheat and barley^ delight in a dry 
stony soil, and with a fair proportion of tne 
« former and the latter ram,='’ will here 
yield abundant return to those who by then- 
industry strive to emulate the prosperity of 
more happily located neighbors. 

From Machal-wans to Ankbber the dis- 
tance does not exceed six miles; but the 
ascent is great and immediate, and the re- 
duction in temperature perceptible in every 
step. Springs gushed out clear and spark- 
' ling,, on either side of the rugged path. 
Many beautiful plants, the pride of the 
a:reenhouse of , exotics, luxuriated in the 
nioist atmosphere. ' At intervals, farin- 
■ steadings varied the scene ; and, although 
the rich sheets of cultivation in the .more 
immediate vicinity of the capital had some- 
what abstracted from the bloom of native 
verdure, still the prospect was delightful, 
and the change more than ever striking 
from the hot deserts of the Ada'iel, which 
ROW at a vet greater depression, stretched ■ 
away in fading tints to the extreme point 

of vision. ' , , , i 

The latter portion of the road lay through 
a forest of venerable trees. Cedar-like 
jlmipers, scarred by the unsparing hand 
of time, and many dried tip by the wrath 
of centuries, rearing toward the cold sky 
their tall, withered, barkless trunks and 
skeleton arms, rocked to every breeze. 
Yoiino’er scions of the stock, clothed in a 
sombre cypress garb, flourished in^ vigoi 
among the drooping and silvery woira^ of 
tvhich the pensive branches were hopy 
with ancient moss hanging in fanciful les- 
toons ; and savino- when the zephyr sighed 
through the foliage, or a ^ bird whistled 
from the topmost branch, silence reigned 
throughout the sylvan scene. /. 

Whether in Europe or in iialf-civilized 
Abyssinia, monastic establishments are in- 


variably seated in spots the most romantic. 
Deep in the recesses of Aferbeine stands 
the church and monastery dedicated to 
Tekla Haimanot, an ecclesiastic of extra- 
ordinary abilities who flourished during, the 
thirteenth century, and rescuing the great- 
er portion , of the empire from the yoke 
of usurpation, restored it to the hands of 
Yekweno Amlak, the lineal descendant of 
the ancient Ethiopic dynasty. Subsequent- 
: iy canonized for his successful exertions 
in the cause both of church and state, the 
monk, whose history is obscured with 
numberless superstitious traditions, is to 
the present day held in the highest odor 
and veneration. Thrice during the year 
is a festival held in celebration of his birth, 
death, and ascension : and by the entme 
Christian population he is regarded as the 
patron saint of Abyssinia. 

Instantly on emerging from the torest, 
the metropolis of Shoa, spreading far a.nd 
wide over a verdant mountain, shaped like 
Afric’s appropriate emblem, the fabled 
sphynx, presented a most^ singular if not 
imposing appearance. Clusters of thatched 
houses of all sizes and shapes, resembling 
barns and haystacks, with small green in- 
closures and splinter palings, rising one 
, above the others in very irregular tiers, 

, adapt themselves to all the inequalities of 
! the, rugged surface ; some being perched 
! high on the abrupt verge of a cliff, and 
. others so involved in the bosom of a deep 
Assure as scarcely to reveal the red earth- 
! en pot on the apex. Connected with each 

- other by narrow lanes and hedgerows, 

- these rude habitations, the residence of 
from twelve to fifteen thousand inhabitants, 

’ cover the entire mountain-side to the ex* 
I treaie pinnacle — -a lofty spire-like cone, 
I detaching itself by a narrow isthmus to 
: form the sphynx’s head. Hereon stands 
the palace of the negoos, a most uugainly- 
1 looking edifice with staring gable-ends and 
? numerous rows of clay chimney-pots, well 
i fortified by spiral lines of wooden palisades, 
1 .extending from the base to the summitj 
7 and interspersed with barred stockades, 
i between which are profusely scattered the 
abodes of household slaves, with breu erics, 
i Idtchens, cellars, storehouses, magazines, 
r and granaries. 

f Over those portions imengrossed by cm* 
^ tivatioiii or by architecture, shrubs ^d 
1 bushes and great beds of nettles assumed 
d the most luxuriant and lively appearance, 
d Huge fallen masses of rock strewed the 
d lower vallevs, and others, frovfning at an 
acute angle upon the impending steeps, 
d seemed ready to be launched ^ at a ino- 
i- mentis notibe upon the clustering habita- 
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tions below; while in the distance, the 
bronze cross of the church of oar Lady,” 
peeping above the dark foliage of the yew- 
like juniper, touched the string of strange 
sensations, surroimded as the spectators 
were by wild objects and by a wilder es- 
cort, above whose stfeammg locks floated 
bloody emblems that breathed aught save 
conformity to the mild tenets of the Chris-- 
tian religion. 

Anko, who was queen , over the Galla 
tribe, by which this mountain was peopled 
from tlie invasion of Graan until its recon- 
quest by the crown of Shoa, has bequeath- 
ed her name to the narrow winding- path 
which forms the At” or gate to the sub- 
urbs.* Skirting the brink of a yawning 
abyss, and- scarcely wide enough for the 
foot of a mule, it is not traversed without 
a feeling of insecurity, and the labor of a 
few hours would suffice to render all ap- 
proach to the capital impracticable, unless 
tc the mountain goat. Loud cheers from 
the whole assembled population, female as 
w^ell as male, greeted the arrival of the 
king’s guest, the thunder of whose guns 
in the adjacent valley had given birth to a 
feeling of respect in the breast of all ; nor 
was it without considerable difficulty that 
ivay w’as made through the dense crowd 
that vrhitened the entire hill-side, and lined 
every valley. A newly erected building 
fronting the palace had been set apart by 
his majesty for the occupation of his visi- 
tors, and it was now completely thronged 
by porters, and beleaguered by clamorous 
spectators. 

Wistful looks were exchanged as the 
party entered this barn-like and, dreary 
abode, which for months, if not for years, 
Yvas to form their asylum. A decent nev^r 
thatch, and a neat basket-work ceiling, did 
indeed form a roof to the structure, hut 
further, the crude and unfinished shell 
whereon they rested, could hardly claim 
the denomination of “ a lioiise.^’ It rath- 
er resembled a den in Exeter ’Change, or 
an aviary upon a magnified scale ; and the 
open hide-lashed ribs, being innocent 
throughout of dab or plaster to choke tlie 
interstices, wind, rain, and mountain fog- 
considered themselves, to bo equally his 
majesty’s guests, entitled to the occupation 
of the uninviting interior. Oblong in form, 
windowless,' chimneyless, and provided' at 
either end with a lofty but narrow door, 
rudely fashioned of massive planks and 
beams, each of which, in the absence of a 
saw, had involved the demolition of an en- 


tire tree, the edifice yet afforded* an unusu- 
ally favorable specimen of Shoan architec- 
ture ; and to account for its desolate and 
unfinished condition, it may be proper to 
add, that the proprietor, who had been 
honored with the fair hand of a princess 
of the blood-royai, having a few weeks 
previously been so unfortunate as to incur 
the displeasure of his despotic father-in- 
law," nowi occupied apartments in the state 
prison, while the management of his es- 
tate was, ad inter im, considerately under- 
taken by the crown, without even the 
preliininary of ^ fieri facias. 

Inner walls divided the centre room from 
two harrow verandahs, intended for the 
reception of mules, horses, and household 
lumber. The floor was precisely as nature 
made It, depressed rather than raised, and 
little improved by the many recent inun- 
dations to which it had been subjected. 
Torrents of muddy water rushed impetu- 
ously round the trench which environed 
the entire structure, and occasionally burst- 
ing the banks of the dike, oozed copiously 
between the palisades, to cover the soil 
with artificial lakes ; while the small open 
area beyond, into which it disembogued — 
hemmed in on all sides by rank vegetation, 
stinging nettles, and half-ruined but nois- 
ily inhabited hovels — was, without any ex- 
aggeration, eighteen inches deep in honest 
mire. 

The pilgrimage thus finally terminated, 
the prospect, both within and without, was 
still altogether far from encouraging; but 
the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermometer 
standing* at 5S^, it became necessary to 
adopt immediate measures toward tlie ex- 
clusion of the cold driving mist and the 
whistling wind, which the absence of a 
fire rendered far from agreeable. The 
union fiag of old England, stretched across 
the hall, lent the aid of its ample folds to 
enliven the interior. Tent walls and tar- 
paulins composed tolerably comfortable, 
though straitened, cabins in the verandah 
closets. Gun-cases, placed on ejid, and 
connected by the lid of a chest, formed a 
highly enviable table, and with a puncheon 
as a washing-stand, and two swinging 
shelves overhead, completed the fiirhiture 
of each apartment. Boxes and bales, as 
they continued to arrive, w^ere piled around 
the inner walls, and soon towering to the 
ceiling, the appearance of a booth at a 
country fair, on a rainy day, ere the wares 
have been exposed for sale, was gradually 
imparted to this highly unique residency 
in tlie capital of Shoa. 


Ankober is thus literally “ the gate of, Anko.” 
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; CHAPTER XLVII. 

EESIBENCE IN ANKOBEE. 

But darkness now reigned within the 
cheerless abode, no less during the stormy 
nights than tin'oiighout- the livelong day. 
Candles that will burn for more than ten 
minutes together, or afford light sufficient 
either to read or write, are luxuries which 
have no existence in so primitive and be- 
nighted a land ; and strips of old c^ton 
rags dipped in unpurified bees’ wax, fm*m- 
ing, like most other good things in the 
empire, a royal monopoly, are doled out 
by the purveyor-general to the favored few, 
with a sparring and niggard hand; while 
the absence of glass or other transparent 
substance, and the continued presence of 
rain, sleet, and clouds, and fog thicker than 
the steam of a wash-house, rendered it for 
some time difficult . to admit the scanty 
light of heaven during its fitful visits 
through the overcast atmosphere. 

Wood, too, belongs exclusively to the 
despot, and is far from being abundant in 
the timberless realm; but packing-cases 
as they became empty, were furnished 
with a sheet of oiled parchment, and these 
admirable substitutes for glazed sashes, 
were, in defiance of exhortations not to de- 
face the king’s walls, inserted therein, 
from time to time. A chafing dish, raised 
upon a high mud pedestal, at lengtli cheer- 
ed the long dreary evenings,, but the wet 
sodden fuel yielded a very feeble blaze, 
and its dense smoke, choking the chimney- 
less room, covered walls and roof with 
soot ; — and lastly, tallow dips manufac- 
tured of the fat tail of the Ethiopian sheep, 
afforded sufficient light by which to retire 
to bed, where fleas, revived by the un- 
wonted warmth ■ of English blankets, de- 
nied ail rest. 

The low moaning of the storm behind 
Mamrat, and the distant growl of the tliun- 
der, ushered in the darker hours. There 
was a sound as of the surf breaking over 
a rocky shore, and at the next instant the 
hurricane was at its height, careering mad- 
ly over Ankbber. The rush of the fierce 
wind, and the dazzling flight of the levin 
bolt, madly strove for mastery in the race. 
Crashing reverberations of thunder rattled 
among the serrated cliffs like a feu da joie 
of great guns : the prolonged roll of one 
deafening clap confounded with the burst 
of its successor, while the very gates of 
lieaven seemed to open to the flooding of 
the earth with a deluge of water, which 
poiu’ed in sheets over the heights. Every 
lane and footpath throughout the town be- 


came a sluice ankle deep in running "water, 
and ever and anon, so long as the night 
lasted, might be heard the distant boom, 
like the signal-gun of a vessel in distress. 

Dawn next revealed a strange phenom- 
enon. The saturated earth, heated by the 
rays of the rising sun, gave birth to an 
impenetrable vapor, which like a vast sheet 
of snow, lay extended in a solid mass full 
fifty miles across. The spectator rode upon 
a sea of billowy clouds which rolled be- 
neath his foot, lashing with their spray the 
dark islands formed by the peaks of the 
higher mountains ; and beyond, in the hot 
Adel plain, might be seen the Hawash, 
like a thread of burnished silver, winding 
and gleaming through the distance until 
melted into the limits of the sensible hori- 
zon. As the great bank of fog ascended, 
all around became wet and clammy to the 
touch; and the mist, although sluggish 
and slow to move, was of a nature so keen- 
ly searching, that, in defiance of all muf- 
fling, it seemed to penetrate to the very 
bones of each shrinking mortal. 

Together with those privations which 
are common to a residence among all 
savage nations, there are many which 
Abyssinia claims exclusively as her own ; 
nor, if viewed only as a place of abode, 
does the country possess aught save the 
salubrity of the climate to counterbalance 
its manifold discomforts and disadvantages. 
Although in the midst of abundance, the 
utmost difficulty was experienced in ob- 
taining the most common necessaries of 
existence — bread, meat, and water; and 
notwithstanding that a sufficiency of wheat 
to sustain life for an entire year may be 
purchased for one German crown, yet 
where the stranger is concerned, the grain 
without assistance of the monarch, can 
scarcely be converted into the staff of life 
— ^the process entailing all the petty worry 
and annoyance which in other lands are 
solely undertaken and performed by me- 
nials. 

In a kingdom w’here the inhabitants are 
solely dependent upon the exertions of 
slaves, the difficulties are increased ten- 
fold to those who are obliged to employ 
hired domestics. The markets are at a 
great distance from the capital, and held 
at lengthy intervals between ; nor are they 
at any time so well supplied as to admit 
of the requisite weekly stock being pur- 
chased at any individual place. Hence 
much trouble and inconvenience arose 
from the necessity of dispatching messen- 
gers simultaneously to the various remote 
bazaars; and very great difficulty was ex- 
perienced in , preserving even the small 
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ji I number of live stock required for consump- 

1 1 tiooj in a country where all tbe' surround- 

1| I ing meadows pertain alike to the crown, 

'^5 1 and ’where hired labor is so diflicult to be- 
ll I procured. • 

While porters are not to be obtained 
' ‘’ii unless tiirough a direct mandate from the 

' 1 king, the unwillingness of mule owners to 

; I hire llieir cattle at tlie existing low rate, 

, 1 the displeasure and heart-burning of the 

authorities if a larger bribe were diered, 

‘ ; the badness of the roads, and the steepness 

of the hills, all combine to render it a per- 
f plexing matter to dispense with this spe- 

cies of service. On the other hand, the 
greatest difficulty is experienced in provi- 
ding the means of maintenance for a per- 
manent establishment of baggage horses 
' % with their attendants, owing to the exist- 

i ing necessity of distributing them in small 

[ I lots, among the limited private grazing 

■ /i grounds in , the vicinity, whence, when 

'* y wanted, they are not to be obtained with- 

out infinite difficulty. 

i ' I Every arrangement, however minute' in 

; ! detail, or trivial in importance, here de- 

' ; ■ mands a sacrifice of time and temper In a 

I ' tedious and lengthy conference, which, in 

! accordance with the custom of the coiin- 

I : try. must be carried on by' the principal 

persons engaged in the transaction. N5- 
thing whatever is to be purchased, nor can 
anything, however trifling,, be accorded 
without the royal mandate, and when that 
; is at last obtained, the applicant would ap- 

pear to be further than ever removed from 
the realization of his object. “ It is done,” 
is the mode of signifying that a request is 
granted, and the despot believes that to 
•will is to accomplish *, but while his com- 
: manda are usually obeyed more to the let- 

ter than in the spirit in which they have 
, k’ heen given, his public officers embrace 

: ; every opportunity of consulting the inte- 

rests of the privy purse, to the stranger’s 

'' disadvantage. 

: , In utter abhorrence of the country and 

its inhabitants, the Moslem servants who 
f ' accompanied, the embassy from India, all 

took their departure, wil ling rather to brave 
• ' ’ the dangers and difficulties of a long jour- 

i - ney through the inhospitable deserts of the 
; ; Adaiol, than to prolong a hateful sojourn in 

i ^ : Abyssinia. One half of the number were 

• murdered on the vray down, and the places 
r , of all long remained empty. ‘ In any part 

of the world it would be difficult to find 
^ domestics inferior, to their Christian suc- 

cessors, all equally mangy from their diet, 
; ■ and glorying alike in vermin. The con- 

sumption of brundOi or mw. beef, and tlie 
: A sleeping off a surfeit which, in its progress 


toward stupor exhilarated them to positive 
intoxication, formed the sum total of their 
services; yet every idle noisy vagabond 
who was in the receipt of four pieces of 
salt per mensem, witli the promise of a new' 
ciotn annually, value three sldllinp-s and 
ninepence sterling, held lamself entitled to 
a permanent place before the drawfing-rooro 
fire. 

All stipulated for one day out of the thirty 
on wdiicli to drink co.s’5o, and during the 
other twenty-nine, few’ ever stirred w'ithout 
grmnbling. Honesty is not proniinent 
among the Abyssinian virtues, and the lack 
of it sometimes redounded to the discredit 
■of the iimster. Ayouth. wffio wais intrust- 
ed with a star-doilar to purchase siieep in t 

the adjacent market, ingeniously contrived i 

to smuggle into the flock two for which lie f 

had not paid, being convinced that such an | 

economical arrangement must ]>rove highly i 

agreeable to his employers, and thus lead j 

to his owm advancement. A (me and cij | 

was raised on the discovery of the theft, 
and it required some time to persuade the j 

magisterial authorities that the goatherd I 

had not been defrauded wfith the cogni- j 

zance of the bala-beii/'' '' | 

An afero or janizary had been specially f 

appointed as a spy over the actions of the f 

foreigners, and he speedily rendered him- | 

seif sufficiently obnoxious^ Not satisfied 
wdth prying into the contents of boxes for 
the information of the purveyor-general, ! 

his immediate superior, he reported to the 
throne every the most minute circumstance i 

that occurred, and was the originator, of 
such serious mischief, that he was shortly 
turned out of the house in disgrace, with 
an order never to show his face again. 

Etliiopia derived her faith from the foun- ■ 
tain of Alexandria ; but how is her Chris- 
tianity disflgured by folly and superstition I j 

The intolerance of the bigoted clergy, who | 

rule with the iron hand of religious ascend- I 

ency, .soon proclaimed the British worse j 

than pagans, for tlie non-observance of ' 

absurd fasts and blasphemous doctrines; ' | 

and the' inhabitants, priest-ridden to a de- j 

gree, received their cue of behavior prin- I 

cipally from their most despotic tyrant, the 
church. Unquies, the comus or bisliop of i 

Shoa, was the most open and undisguised 
in his hostilities. Beset by evil thoughts 
at an early age, he imitated the example 
set by Oris’ines, the celebrated ecclesiastic, 
who divef in the third century ; and so 
much is he respected by the monarch for 
his austerities and religious devotion, that 
his majesty invariably speaks of him as 


Master of tiie bouse. 


CATHEDRAL OF ST, MICHAEL. 


■ the strong monk.” To him was traced 
a report that the embassy were to be sum- 
marily expelled the country, in conse- 
quence of the non-observance of the fasts 
prescribed by the Ethiopic creed, and be- 
cause a great lady, whose spies they were, 
was on her way irorh the sea-coast, with a 
large military ibrce, to overturn the true 
religion, put the king to death, and assume 
possession of all xAhyssinia. 

On the festival of the Holy Virgin, the 
cemetery was thrown open wdierein rest 
the remains of Asfa Woosen, grandsire to 
Sahela Selassie. It is a building adjoining 
the church of St. Mary ; and a message 
was sent soliciting the lord bishop’s per- 
mission to visit the mausoleum. An inso- 
lent reply was returned, that since- the 
English were in the habit of drinking cof- 
fee and smoking tobacco, both of which 
Mohammadan abominations are interdict- 
ed in Shoa, upon religious grounds, they 
could not be admitted within the precincts 
, of the hallowed edifice, as it would be pol- 
luted by the foot of a Gyptzi. 

Divine service was nevertheless attend- 
ed in the less inimical of the five churches 
of the capital, and offerings w^'ere made ac- 
cording to the wont of the country. The 
cathedral of St, Michael, .distinguished 
above all .compeers by a sort of Chinese 
lantern on the apex, being invariably at- 
tended by the monarch, came first in order *, 
' and after wading through the miry kennels 
that form the avenues of access, the slipper 
was unlaced in accordance with Jewish 
prejudice, and the foot of the heretic Euro- 
pean stepped upon a floor of muddy rushes. 
The scowling eye of the bigoted and igno- 
rant priest sparkled with a gleam of unre- 
pressed satisfacjtion at the sight of a rich 
altar cloth, glowing with silk and gold, 
which had been unfolded to his gaze ; and 
a smile of delight played around the corners 
of his mouth, as the hard dollars rung in 
his avaricious palm. 

■ A strange, though degrading and humil- 
iating sight, rewarded admittance thus 
gained to the circular interior of the sa- 
cred building. Coarse walls, only partial- 
ly white-washed, rose in spmbre earth but 
a few feet overhead, and the suspended 
ostrich-egg — emblem of heathenish idola- 
try — almost toiiclied the head of the vis- 
itors, as they were ushered in succession 
to the seat of honor among the erudite.. 
In a broad verandah, strewed throughout 
with, dirty wet rushes, were crowded the 
blind, the halt, and the lame — an unwashed 


herd of sacred drones, inufHetl in the skin 
.of the agdzin ; and this group of turbaned . 
monks and hireling beggars formed the 
only congregation present. 

The high priest, having proclaimed the 
munificence of the strangers, pronounced 
Iiis' solemn benediction. Then arose a 
burst of praise the most agonizing and un- 
earthly that ,ever resounded from dome 
dedicated to Christian worship. No deep 
mellow chant from the chorister — no soul- 
inspiring roll of the organ, pealing with 
the cadence of the anthem, lifted the heart 
toward heaven. The Abyssinian cathedral 
rang alone to the excruciating jar of most 
tmmitigated discord; and amid howling 
and screaming, each sightless orb was 
rolled in its socket, a.nd every mutilated 
limb convulsed with disgusting vehemence. 
A certain revenue is attached to the per- 
formance of the duty; and. for one poor 
measure of black barley bread, the hired 
lungs were taxed to the extremity; but 
not the slightest attempt could be detected 
at music or modulation, and the dissonant 
chinli of the timbrel was ably seconded by 
the cracked, voice of the mercenary vocal- 
ist, as his notes issued at discretion. 

No liturgy followed the cessation of 
tliese hideoiis screams. The service was 
at an end ; and the dlaka^ beckoning the 
visitors to follow, led the way round the 
edifice. The walls were adorned with a 
few’’ shields, and with miserable daubs re- 
presenting the Madonna, the Holy Trinity 
in mlOf the Father of, Evil enveloped in 
fiames, St. Peter and St. Paul, St. George 
and his green dragon, St. Demetrius van- 
quishing the lion, St. Tekla Haiinanot. 
St. Balaam and his ass, the Patron Sahit, 
and every other saint in the ilhyssinian 
calendar. But- they boasted of no sculp- 
tured monument raised to departed wortli 
or genius — no proud banner or trophy of 
heroic deeds — and no marble tablet to mark 
the quiet rest of the soldier, the statesman, 
or the scholar. In the holy of holies, which 
may be penetrated by none save the high 
priest, is deposited the sacred fahot-, or ark 
of the faith, consecrated at Gondar by the 
delegate of the Coptic patriarch; and 
around the veil that fell before this m 3 "ste- 
rious emblem, there hung in triumph four 
sporting pictures from the pencil of Aiken, 
which had been presented to his majesty. 
They represented the great Leicestershire 
steepie-chase ; and Dick Christian, witli 
his head in a ditch, occupied by far the 
most prominent niche in the boasted cathe- 
dral of Sti Michael 1 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

INTEllVIEWS WITH THE KINCt* 

Meanwhile, during the tedious fast ob- 
served by ail classes in commemoration of 
tlie Assumption of the Holy Virgin, the 
kiiig continued his residence at Machal- 
wans. On such occasions, his majesty 
seeks the retirement of a country-seat, and 
stibsists upon fish, eaten raw, with vegeta- 
ble oil and pepper. He is moreover averse 
to occupy the ])alace at Ankober in the 
rainy season, when the elevated position 
of the isolated peak whereon it stands, be- 
comes a fearful mark for lightning, by 
whicli it is often struck; while huge 
masses of rock, loosened from the adjacent 
heights, come thundering into the valley, 
to the annihilation of every house that op- 
poses their headlong course. The greater 
part of the court, however, contiiiued to 
reside at the capital, and many were the 
demands made for presents by public offi- 
cers of the state, among whom tlie Abys- 
sinian habit of begging is sufficiently rife. 

‘‘There be pleasing things in my coun- 
try which are not in yours,” was the usual 
form of application, “ and fine things in 
your country which are not found in mine.” 
Well assured that no return would be ac- 
cepted for what they coveted, many had 
recourse to a species of refinement in the 
art of begging— the offer of block salt, to 
wit — and, mnole in hand, they desired that 
the wares brought for sale might forthwith 
be exposed. Others tendered mamalachas, 
or trifling offerings, which, if once accept- 
ed, are considered to establish a claim to 
ready acquiescence in demands the most 
preposterous. Broken decanters were ex- 
hibited four times over by the domestics 
of the royal household, who, with tears in 
their eyes, entreated the price of the vessel 
as the only means of saving them from 
■ condign punishment. A shield was never 
defaced, nor a mule lost, that the delinquent 
did not refer himself to the residency, for 
the amount of fine imposed, and one of the 
imperial footmen finally sought to place 
beyond all question his right to appropriate 
the very cldtli upon the table. “ I am the 
waiter in the great banquetting-ball ” quoth 
the modest applicant, “ and therefore I re- 
quire this cloth as a dress.” 

Nor were even the royal family idle du- 
rin^ this interval. Belete-Shatchau, « su- 
erior to a notable shrew lately divorced 

y the governor of Mans, .and daughter of 
the queen by a former iharriage — ^first in 
. order— and then Worka Fern, golden 
fruit ”-another of the princesses rdy^ — es- 


tablished their respective claims to articles 
of British rnarmractiire, beads, chintz, and 
tinsel, by the presentation of potent hydro- 
niel in long-necked bar ilUs, screened under 
wicker cases. Their example was speed- 
ily followed by the illustrious Q,u.ecn Besa- 
besh, “ thou hast increased,” who begged 
to be informed what “delightful things” 
had been brought for her acceptance. But 
,tlie report of this fact being immediately 
conveyed to the despotic ears, his majesty 
lost not a moment in hinting “ that it were 
desirable that all presents intended for the 
palace, should pass through his own hands.” 

It is not permitted to any subject of the 
realm to receive the smallest gift without 
submitting it forthwith to the negoos, who 
either appropriates it with an ^*Egzia isio 
“ May the Lord reward thee !” or accords 
permission to its retention ; and conceal- 
ment is sure to be visited, on discovery, 
with the severest punishment. Birroo, the 
son of a defunct nobleman, and the espe- 
cially favorite page of the king, had been 
appointed baldoraba, or “ introducer” to the 
embassy, and in this dignified capacity had 
occasion to pay almost daily visits with 
messages or commissions from the throne. " 
Dilapidated matchlocks and swivels were 
to be re-stocked, musical boxes to be re- 
paired, garments to be embroidered, or state 
umbrellas to be renewed ; and every task 
had fortunately been achieved to the entire 
of the royal satisfaction. Before taking 
leave the court favorite never failed to beg « 
for something, and, being a pet with all, he ' 
never asked in vain ; but it shortly became 
matter of public notoriety that he had been 
disgraced, and thrown into durance, upon 
being detected in the act of burying the 
dollars and other presents that he had re- 
ceived, 

A portion of the confiscated wealth wh ich 
had led to this disaster being subsequently 
returned to the donors by the royal com- * 
mand, strong intercession was instituted on 
behalf of the youth, and pardon entreated 
for the juvenile indiscretion to which his 
friends had unwittingly contributed. “ Bir- 
roo has been degraded,” replied his majes- 
ty, “but you must not be concerned thereat ; 
for not only did he conceal from me all that 
you had given him, but, on being detected, 
swore falsely upon my own life that he had 
received much less than proved to be the 
case. I have dismissed him for ever from 
my presence, but his punishment is, light 
when compared with the enormity of his 
transgression. ’ ’ The delinquent was, how- 
ever, released upon a second representa- 
tion, and restored to the possession of his 
gun, which had been forfeited ; and although 
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Bot reinstated in the royal confidence, he 
was subsequently appointed one of the 
adrdsh addree, or “^keepers of the great 
room.’^ 

The first visit to Machal-w’ans was paid 
on the occasion of the king^s indisposition. 
The high priest, the chief eunuch, the pur- 
veyor-general, Wulasma Mohammad, and 
ten or twelve other of the courtiers, were 
in attendance ; but they were dismissed af- 
ter the customary compliments had passed, 
and his majesty, reclining as usual upon 
the throne, thus proceeded to detail the long 
catalogue of his ailments. 

“ You may listen. I am not now so hale 
as in my younger days. Mine eyes trou- 
ble me day and night. I have pains in the 
neck. My teeth have grown long and be- 
come loose from fever, and my body has 
' wasted away. Draw nigh while I recount 
the particulars of my late illness. 

“ I was returning from the expedition 
against the rebel Galla. I felt suddenly 
unwell My head grew giddy. The earth 
turned round. It became blue under my 
feet. I fell from my mule. I believed my- 
. self dead. I was no longer sensible. My 
gun-men became afiaid. They ran away 
to a man. The enemy made a show of at- 
tack. The army was in confusion. A 
governor rebelled. He sought to place his 
son upon the throne. The people dashed 
cold water over me. I recovered my senses, 
i was able to resume the command, and 
order was restored.” 

Priest-ridden and superstitious to the last 
degree, the monarch undertakes nothing 
without first consulting the superiors of the 
church, and is deterred from change of resi- 
dence, or from projected military expedi- 
tions, by their prophecies and pretended 
dreams, which are of course modelled ac- 
cording to the bribes that have been received 
from parties interested. On two occasions 
only is he said to liave acted in opposition 
to the ecclesiastical counsel. The.firstcost 
him eight hundred warriors, who wmre cut 
up by the Galla during the passage of a 
morass,, and the second'the severe indispo- ! 
sition of which he still felt the effects. f 

The royal swoon, thus amusingly narra- 
ted, had been followed by consignment to 
captivity for life in the dungeons of G6n- 
cho, of the traitor who had so prematurely 
sought the elevation of his son, and who 
was the proprietor of the residency. . Med- 
icines administered to the king are invaria- 
bly lasted by the physician in the presence 
of the; patient, and on a phial of goulard 
lotion being now sent to the palace for ex- 
ternal application to the despot’s neck, it 
was returned in consequence of its being 


labelled “ poison.” Of this he entertains 
the most undisguised dread, and it was not 
possible to overcome his apprehensions that 
a drop might find its way into his mouth 
during the hours of repose, and so cut 
short his reign. 

But although living in perpetual alarm 
of assassination,; and never moving abroad 
without weapons concealed under his gar- 
ments, or unaccompanied by a numerous 
and trustworthy escort, his majesty’s fears 
did not extend to his foreign guests, and du- 
ring many subsequent visits to Machal- 
wans, he hesitated not to trust the British of- 
fiers about his person with loaded fire-arms, 
when none of his attendants were present. 
Many were the curious discussions held 
at these confidential inteiwiews. Portraits 
were executed by,^ the royal command- 
architectural plans prepared — and hunting 
expeditions and wars of extermination plot- 
ted against colonies of baboons and mon- 
keys, the only quadrupeds of which the 
country can boast. Magazines were ex- 
ploded by means of detonating shells— 
seven-barrelled pistols and stick-guns for 
the first time introduced at court — and a 
liege subject of the realm was nearly shot 
dead by the royal hand, when clumsily 
making trial of an air cane, from, which 
a wax-bullet had previously been fired 
through the wicker.table. 

^^^My son,” quoth the king, ‘‘I am old, 
and have hut few years more to live. I 
have seen many strange things frQm your 
country, but none that surpass this engine, 
which witliout the aid of gunpowder can 
destroy men. Sorrow were it that I should 
have died and gone down to the gi-ave be- 
fore beholding and understanding so won- 
derful an invention. It is truly the work 
of a wise people, who employ strong med- 
icines !” 


CHAPTER XLIX.. 

SPECIAL SUMMONS TO MACHAL-WANS. 

His majesty had more than once inti- 
mated his intention of holding consultation 
relative to his projected expedition on the 
termination of winter, and early one morn- 
ing an express courier arrived to desire the 
imrnediate attendance of his British guests. 
Blacksmitlis and workers in silver wore as 
usual plying their craft in the verandah, 
under the royal eye — artists were daubing 
red and yellow paint over the pages of tlie 
psailter,. or illuminating the lives of the 
saints with white angels and sable devils 


THE HIOHLANHS OF ETHIOPIA. 



184 


-saddles and warlike furniture were in] 
course of repair — spears were being bur- j 
nished — gun-locks cleaned-— and silver; 
gauntlets manufactured ; but tbe artificers | 
were all summarily dismissed, and the j 
king, rising from his seat in the ]xirtico, j 
beckoned his visitors to follow into the an- ^ 
dience-hail. I 

- Gaififr “master” he cautiously be- 
gan, " there is yet r^nother subject upon 
whicli I am desirous ' of taking coimsel, 
and v/here:n i need your assistance. It is 
my intention shortly to undertake an expe- 
dition to the great lake in Gnragae. In it 
be many islands which contain the trea- 
sure of iny ancestors. There are jars Sli- 
ed with bracelets of sclid gold. There are 
forty drums made of elephant’s ears, and 
many holy arks pertaining unto ancient 
churches," besides seven hundred choice 
Ethiopic volumes, some of which have un- 
fortunately been defaced by the animals 
called aBliliol'o:^ Elephants abound on the 
borders. In the trees are found black leop- 
ards of a most ferocious nature, multiply- 
ing always among the branches, and never 
descending- upon the earth ; and the waters 
of the lake, which are smooth as glass, and 
without bottom, teem with monstrous go- 
mari/f and with fish of brilliant colors, red, 
yellow, green, and blue, such as have nev- 
er before been seen. - 

-‘Moreover, there are specifics against 
sm;:ill-pox and other dreadful diseases. No 
resistance is to be anticipated, for the in- 
hfibitaiits, who are chiefly Christian monks, 
have often invited me. I must no longer 
delay to recover the lost wealth of my fore- 
fathers, and it is fitting tliat you, v.^idi the 
British ulncers who have come hither fi-om 
a far country, should accompany me and 
construct boats. Hereof my people are 
ignorant, and your name as well . as mine 
wdil therstbro become great, and will live 
in the annals of this kingdom. 

'• From the summit of a lofty hill near 
Aimvllele, 1 have beheld through a telescope 
the lake and its tall trees, but the elephants 
came in numbers. I feared that my peo- 
ple; would be destroyed; ' I fan, and .they 
all ran with me. Now% what say you? 
What is your advice in this matter ? Are 
you able to build boats ■ 

Models of skin-pimts, gun-rafts,- and a 
pemtoon-tra^ upon the most approved de-' 
sign^ wer^;%%)ared' and submitted, with' 
crews and ordnance complete, coupled wi'tlz 
.advice mcanstfuct' these at’Aukober while 
' wli’lieter Trusting, to 'the 

to 

f ja-niphibioiiSt 


take the field with ample means at disposal 
to meet every contingency. The king 
expressed himself above all things pleased 
both with models and advice, which he de- 
clared to come Irom wise and expert sol- 
diers ; blithe was still obviously undecided, 
and t'iie fear of the wiki beast and the lone 
forest at length kicked tlie vibrating beam. 
The castle-visions of glory mounted tar 
out of reach, and the liclde mnbition oi the 
savage e^uporated in a bluster^ of high- 
sounding phrase : 

My people will weep at the carriage of 
such po.nderous engines.” “ The p;repara- 
tions must be made on the banks of the 
Hawash, or on the borders of the La.ke 
Zooai, wdiere timber g,Tows a])unuan11y. 
A man of rank, one of liie frontier gov- 
ernors, who resides near Aimcllele, should 
be summoned as guide to the expedition, 
and might then be coii.sTtlted.” But the 
presence of the great functionary ^vas ever 
wanting — no further wish escaped the lips 
of the vacillating monarch — and, engrossed 
with the passing whim of the moment, the 
chivalrous project of the day had vanished. 

So passed the dreary. winter on. The 
arrival in the kingdoni of ^ 9 ^ of the many 
valuable presents bmitghtby the- embassy, 
had not proven more* a^Teeable' to- Bie 
traders from Gondar and Tigre W'ho reside 
in Ankuber, than to the narrow-minded 
governor of Alio Amba. These men had 
been in the wont of selling glass-ilEre, 
cloths, and fire-arms to the king -at a very , 
considerable premium, and now did not fail 
1.0 repeat and to impiove the absurdities 
circulated by the misciiicvous Jjaoakil, re- 
garding the foreign intruders. The 'Gypzis 
were pronounced eaters of serpents, rni.ee, 
and oilier reptiles, and had come with the 
design of possessing tliemsGlves of the 
country by the aid ofniagicand medicine. 

Great umbrage was taken at tlie practice 
of toasting the wretched hali-baked dough 
received, under the deuominQtion of bread, 
from the royal stoi’es ; and a soldier, who 
carried a metallic pit.cli3r to the stream, 
was roundly taxed with having used 
ciiarms to poison the wateig ^vilich war 
consequent!}^ condemned au irnfh for r.se 
until purified by the blessing of the priest. 
Predictions of the impending fate of Abv"^- 
sink were derived from the fact of tlie 
foreigners employing instrurnc.uts which, 
read the stars ; and the despot was rejioa:- 
edly and earnestly warned to be- upon his 
guard. But his majesty cut ^3hort ths.-e 
insinuations, by threatening to extract the 
tongues of three or four of the maligners, 
and paid no attention whatever to tlie threat 
excomiuuiiication extended to. him by 
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tli6 ianatic clergy of Aramba, who had de- 
clared the ban of the church to be the just 
punishment due for the admission into the 
empire of red heretics, who ought care- 
fully to be shunned, since they practiced 
witchcraft, and by burning the king’s bread, 
threatened to bring a famine upon tlie 
land.” 

Taking their cue from the feelings of 
the people, the Slioan sorcerers gave out 
that Sahela Selassie was to be the last of' 
the Ethiopian' dynasty, descended from the 
house of Solomon, who should sit upon 
the throne of liis forefathers, and that. a 
foreign king 'would come by way of Alio 
Amba, to usurp the dominion. It is 
amusing to trace the progress of these 
crafty insinuations among an ignorant and 
weak-minded people. In some of the nor- 
thern provinces it was confidently asserted 
that the sultan of the Mohammadans had 
already conquered Shoa, and that ail the 
surrounding Moslem potentates vv ere about 
to unite wdfh him in a war of extermination 
against the Christians ; wdiile in others it 
was believed that an alaka, or chief of 
the Gypts from Grand Cairo, had contrived 
to smuggle himself into the capital, carry- 
ing his sovereign in a box, and that after 
consulting the heavenly bodies until a fa- 
vorable horoscope was presented, he stamp- 
ed his foot upon the ground, which opened, 
and ten thousand red soldiers, with beards 
flowing to their girdles, springing forth out 
of the chasm, placed the aforesaid monarch 
upon tlie throne. Now,” said the magi- 
cians, “ will Theodoras arise, according to 
the tradition that he will come in the latter 
days of Ethiopia, and create a kingdom of 
peace.” 

Theodoras was one of the emperors 
who reigned during the Jlfteentli century, 
and was canonized. It is recorded, that 
during the observance of his festival the ' 
qneeri-dowager had prepared a great enter- 
tainment, and the guests being ail assem- 
bled, the heavens rained down a sliower 
of fishes realty roasted. In the Sthlopic 
liturgy, llie miracle is thus commemorated ; 

Pekee be upon thee, king of the Agaazi 
natiuu, Theodor us, Son of the Lion ; thy 
■ memory sliall this day be celebrated with ■ 
the slaughter of oxen and sheep, with' 
which atone Zion Mogass, thy mother, 
kept it not, for the clouds also dropped 
fishes.” It is confidently believed that 
the saint ivlil rise again from the dead, and 
reign a thousand years, during which 
period neltl'ier war, famine, nor discord, is 
to -disturb the happiness of Abyssinia, 


CHAPTER L. 

TEEailNATION OF ' 


I In due process of time, spite of the de- 
' nunciations of the fanatic priesthood, the 
‘ silver -and beef of the foreigners attracted 
: the: denizens of the adjacent villages, and 
a respectable retinue was acquired, such as 
' an Abyssinian deems indispensable on ail 
excursions abroad. A Iwuse better ade- 
quate to the tvants of the party had been 
purchased, and the bargain duty concluded 
according to the custom of , the country by 
an oath on the life of the despot ; but this 
was shortly annulled through the officious 
interierence of the o’overoor of the town ; 
and it was not until the eleventh hour, 
when the rain iiad begun to abate, that the 
master of the horse was prevailed upon to 
rent his newly-erected domicile. A fat ox 
having been slaughtered to. drive out the 
I devil, was handed over to the domestics, 

1 and the tenants, wading through the blood 
which flowed, over the threshold, duly en- 
tered upon the premises, and quaffing with 
the burly landlord several liorns of old hy- 
dromel for good luck, the Union Jack float- 
ed over tlie new Residency. Have you. 
a better House than this in your country?” 
he inquired : “ I suspect not.” 

Ayto Melkoo, the baldaras, or king's 
master of , the horse, has under Ids charge 
the royal stud, saddles, and accoutrements, 
as also the workers in leather — is equery 
in waiting, and conservator of pastures 
and meadow^s pertaining to the crown. 
He is moreover the greatest gom-mand in 
the kingdom ; and condescendijig to honor 
the denounced Christians wfitli his com- 
pany at the house-warming, did ample jus- 
tice to the novel vimids that 'were placed 
before him. He even submitted to the in- 
novation of a silver fork, and politely par- 
took of salad, notwithstandbig his firm 
conviction that the undressed vegetable 
would cause a return of ailmeiits to whicli 
he had been a martyr in youth. The cir- 
culation of '- water for the ablution of fin- 
, gers caused no litUo diversion on the re- 
moval of the cloth; but the inarasquino 
which followed, was unhesitatingly pro- 
nounced to be a nectar fit for princes alone. 

. Were but the negoos aware with what 
good things the board of you English is 
spread,” be exclaimed, smacking his lips 
after the last glass. his majesty would 
come and tiihe with yort as often a^.ypu 
chose to invite him.” . r 

But let me give you a lesson in polite- 
ness” -added the old man, when? Ju reply 
to his abrupt intimation of intended depar- 
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toe, he was wished a “ safe entrance to 
his house/’ in accordance with Abyssinian 
etiquette — “ You should have said ‘stay/ ” 

“ Such is not the fashion of the countries 
across the water/’ was the reply : “ every 
man is permitted to withdraw as he lists, 
and .be happy in his owm way.” “ Ay, ay,” 
returned the guest ; “ but then if you had 
pressed me to tarry, I would ati all events 
have stopped with you until the moon rose. 
Do you see ?” 

The fast of the Assumption having 
meanwhile terminated, the king announced 
his intention of removing to Angollala, his 
favorite place of residence; and thither, 
in defiance of excessively heavy rain, he 
set out on the day appointed by the house- 
hold priests. “ My children,” said his 
majesty, at parting, “ ye have travelled far 
on my account, and have po kinsman sa- 
ving myself. My people are bad people, 
and lam sorry thereat. They bring me 
daily all manner of reports, regarding 
yourselves and your evil intentions. The 
rumors have doubtless reached your ears ; 
but ye must not suppose that Sahela Se- 
lassie believes one of them. Ye are my 
friends, and I will deal with you accord- 
ingly. I will that ye come shortly to De- 
bra Berhan, and . witness the great annual 
review at the feast of Maskal. Ayto 
Wolda Hana shall conduct you,” 

But the important functionary thus se- 
lected, was of all others arrayed in the 
most open hostility ; and, unlike the majority 
of his avaricious colleagues, his enmity had 
been proof against overtures and advances. 

‘‘ I am a lone man,” he invariably replied, 
“ and have neither wife nor child. Gray 
hairs have come out on me. I am the son 
of sixty years. I want nothing in this 
world but the favor of the king.” To 
judge from appearances, the pinnacle of 
his loyal ambition had already been attain- 
ed. Governor of Ankuber, and president 
of the mMi heit^ or kitchen, wherein are 
prepared hydromel, pepper-soup, and sour 
beer — comptroller Of all the royal porters, 
and of the household slpes, who are the 
hewers of wood and the carriers of water, 
who 'grind, hake, express oil, aitd manufac- 
ture Candles — receiver-general into the im- 
perial magazines of all tribute -in cotton, 
grain, thread, sheep, and . poitltry— and I 
charged with , the superintendence, Ihe ! 
erection, and the repair, of all public Mid- 
ingvS throughout the realm, as well as with ' 
the arrangement pf the interior economy 
of the capital— Ayto Wolda Hana :can 
have little left to desire 4 and so cohiden- 

■ " does^ ■'•he aequk ' hIthMf ;of : these^ 

onerous duties^ that ‘it is. affirmed 


his royal master could scarcely exist with- 
out him. 

A visible diminution in the male popu- 
lation of Ankober, follows the departure of 
the monarch to either of his more distant 
places of residence. During his absence 
the administration of affairs devolves chiefly 
upon Ayto Kidana Wold, who may be 
termed the viceroy. In charge of the se- 
cret police and magisterial department, he 
adjusts all private diflcrences, watches 
over the public safety, and besides minis- 
tering daily to the wants of all consigned 
to him, gives annually three great enter- 
tainments at the expense of the crown. 
He has been honored with the hand of 
Woizoro Askuala Work, sister to the 
queen-dowager, and the receipt of the 
promised invitation to Debra Berhan, re- 
quiring an intimation of intended depar- 
ture, aflbrded an opportunity, which had 
long been sought, of making the acquaint- 
ance of this stately dame. Seated in the 
utmost Abyssinian pomp, and surrounded 
by a goodly • train of slaves, pages, and 
handmaidens, she received the visitors 
with the greatest afiability; and in the 
temporary absence of her lord, expressed 
the highest gratification at the attention 
paid, although unable to accept the pres- 
ents offered, from an apprehension of the 
royal displeasure. . 

, , But conversation durin^^Hffig^fiing call 
is here little more than^^mhg' of the 
most earnest and pathetic ffftiiries res- 
pecting one’s health, and that of one’s 
wife, relatives, . and children. Even two 
old crones who are obviously tottering on 
the very brink of the grave, and who are 
afflicted with every pain and with every 
sorrow entailed by the fall of our first 
parents, never meet in the street without 
indulging in a string of good wishes which 
are reiterated so long as their breath will 
permit. “ How are you ? How do ye do ? 
How have you passed your time ? Are 
you well ? Are you very well ? Are you 
. quite well ? Are you perfectly well I 
Are you not well ? — are questions which 
serve as the prelude to a thousand other 
I interrogatories ; and at each response the 
I Deity must be invoked as to tlie unadul- 
I terated happiness and perfect felicity that 
I has been unremittingly experienced since 
the last meeting. 

Should the encounter take place tw^en- 
ty or even a hundred times during one and 
the same day, a repetition of the ceremony 
is enforced, and for each progressive stage 
of morning, noon, evening, and night, 
there exists a distinct set of phrases, 
which, from the mever-ending repetition, 
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are grating and wearisome. Passengers 
stand in the lane, denude their shoulders, 
and roar out salutations intended for the 
inmates of huts some hundred yards from 
the hedge. The slumberer is started from 
sleep by the dinning “ How do ye do ?” 
from some gentleman passing ere the day 
has dawned to his country residence ; and 
from morning until even-tide, the ears are 
assailed by a most harassing and afflicting 
tissue of polite inquiries from every indi- 
vidual of whatever rank, who may think 
proper to pass himself oiff as an acquaint- 
ance. 


CHAPTER LI. 

DEBKA BEEHAN, THE HILL OF GLOEY. 

In Shoa the preliminaries of a journey 
are replete with noise, inconvenience, and 
confusion. Friends come to “ see you off,” 

; an indispensable piece of etiquette, and the 

J lounging townspeople, who have at no 

( time much business of their own, flock to 
assist the traveller, by filling the court- 
yard, choking the doorway, and amusing 
themselves % canvassing the property 
packed. Should rain be falling, which is 
too frequently the case, the rabble take 
shelter inside the house, subject every ar- 
ticle within their reach to the pollution of 
greasy paws, leave the carpet an inch thick 
in mire, and unless by dint of shoving and 
elbowing, debar all egress to the lawful 
proprietor. 

It was in the , midst of attentions such 
as these on the part of the idlers of Anko- 
ber, that the embassy on a raw, cold, foggy 
morning in September— -the last of the 
Ethiopic year — took the road to Debra Ber- 
han. The sun was already high when the 
sure-footed mules were mounted, and as 
the retiring mist scudded over the face of 
,.i the mountains, many were tlie bold beau- 

ties revealed. Cascades tumbled down 
the stupendous . range on the one hand, 
amid snug houses and tufted knolls, and 
on the other, at the foot of perpendicular 
crags thundered the river Airara. On its 
bank stands the only piece of machinery 
in the kingdom — a rude watermill con- 
structed by an Albanian visitor; but the' 
intolerant and ignorant priesthood pronouri^ 
cing the revolution of the wheel to be the 
work of devils and genii, its use was In- 
terdicted after three days, and it has since 
remained silent. 

Beyond the ford of the foaming torrent 
the ro^d becomes extremely rough, steep, 
and diitocnlt ; in many parts rising almost 
10 




perpendicularly, while every traverse isac- 
clivitous and stony. The first traveller 
in all the vigor of pristine strength, has 
been unable to breast the mountain side 
outright ; and, untouched by the hand of 
the pioneer, the zigzag route of the dis- 
coverer has been preserved in all its orig- 
inal purity. The craggy rock remains as 
in ancient days, and the narrow and slip- 
pery channel must be still threaded with 
the same risk as when the first bold foot 
was planted on the serrated ridge ; while 
the torrent of centuries has indented the 
furrow yet deeper, and added the impedi- 
ment of slimy residuum. 

The range whereof the Chaka forms a 
pa^ divides the streams that flow into the 
Nile, from those which are tributary to 
the Hawash ; and the ascent above Ank6- 
ber being not less than two thousand feet, 
the difference in temperature on the sum- 
mit was fully perceptible. Half an hour 
was occupied in the scramble to a crum- 
bling basaltic pillar styled Room dinga%^^ 

“ the standing stone,” which very aptly 
transfers its name to this most indifferent 
pass to the new capital of Shoa, Mamrat 
still towered overhead full three or four 
thousand feet, making its total height above 
the level of the sea at least thirteen thou- 
sand ; yet is snow a stranger to its cloud- 
, capped summit, and indeed to the language 
of ail Arahara, south of the cold mountains 
of Simien. 

It is from June to September, while the 
sun is vertical in Ethiopia, that old father 
Nilus carries plenty into the land of mar- 
vels”— and rolling on to its mouths in soli- 
tary grandeur, without receiving a single 
tributary in its long course of thirteen 
hundred and fifty nautical miles below the 
junction of the Tacazze, it may fairly be 
stated that Abyssinia holds in her Chris- 
tian hands the inexliaustible riches of 
Egypt. Hatze TeklaHaimanot the Great, 
had therefore reason on his side, when in 
the beginning of the twelfth century he 
wrote under the style of “ son of the king 
of the church of ,ilthiop to the pacha and 
the lords commanders of the militia at 
Grand Cairo, desiring attention to the fact 
that in himself, for the time being, was 
vested power to render the Nile an instru- 
ment of vengeance for overt acts of hos- 
tility — ^the Almighty having given into his . || 

hands, its fountains, its passage, and its ‘ 1 

increase; and thus intrusted him wiffi 
power to make the river work good or 
evil.” , ■ ; ^ ' 

Among the numberless fictions recorded I 

of this emperor, it is said, that when he J 

was about to relinquish the cares of gov- | 
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emment in order to retire to a cloister, he 
divided his countless wealth with his feet 
into two parts, the one designed as an of- 
fering to the church, the other to be dis- 
tributed in alms among the poor : and both 
heaps, although mountain high, were, on 
being weighed, found exactly equal. La- 
Kbela, one of his successors, is believed to 
have attempted the diversion to the Indian 
Ocean and the Lake Zooai, of all those 
principal tributaries to the Nile which take 
their source in the highest table land. 
The measure was in resentment for the 
persecutions exercised toward the Chris- 
tians in Egypt after the Saracen conquest, 
and the monarch was only diverted from 
his gigantic project by the earnest, remon- 
strance of the monks, who strongly urged 
the impolicy of fertilizing the arid Moslem 
countries that intervene betwixt the moun- 
tains and the sea. 

On the summit of the Chaka commences 
an uninterrupted terrace, stretching hun- 
dreds of miles to the southward, through 
the fair territories of the Galla. Glimpses 
of blue sky, of a brightness unseen for 
months, now gave happy presage of com- 
ing fine weather, and a cold bracing breeze 
from the eastward announced the termina- 
tion of the protracted season of rain. The 
country had assumed the uninteresting 
character inseparable from elevated downs 
— ^rich swampy meadows, knee-deep in 
mire, clothed with camomile, clover, and 
trefoil, and covered with oxen, horses, and 
sheep, being intersected by gentle undula- 
tions of moor land, with occasional ovi- 
form hills. Bare-banked rills, streaming 
through the lower tracts, succeed each 
other in quick succession, and drain the 
table-land to the sources of the Bereza ; 
while the great extent of ground under 
cultivation, waving crops of wheat, beans, 
and barley, with independent farm-houses 
scattered over the face of the landscape, 
proclaim a government which cannot be 
of a ii&xj bad description, and regions long 
exempt from the presence of inimical 
power. 

Across the Toro Mesk, the principal 
streamlet that intersects the road, and the 
sources of which are visible at a great dis- 
tance to northeast, is a rude pile of 
stoiies bearing the dignified appellation of 
“the King’s Bridge.” Johannes, the Ar- 
* menian architect, received the hand of a 
high-born dame in reward of his skill, and 
l.hy none save the'despotic foot is the bar- 
red entrance ever passed. Two other 

■ , o^. ^rather drams, have since been 
tcted upon Ihe same primitive prin- 
i^er nameless but rapid rivulets, and 


if not very durable, serve greatly to facili- 
tate the royal progress at perids when the 
country is inundated. 

^ During the reign of the sire and grand- 
sire of the present monarch, the entire 
tract between Ankober and Debra Berhan 
was in the hands of the heathen Galla ; 
and Tenna Kaloo, the last daring chieftain 
who disputed its possession, has left in the 
minds of the present generation the recol- 
lection of his prowess in arms, as evinced 
to their fathers, numbers of whom fell in 
the strife. Not a tree, nor even a shrub 
higher than the Abyssinian thistle, is to 
be seen,' save here and there a solitary 
“ cosso,” whose venerable boughs, the wit- 
nesses of idolatrous rites, mark the ancient 
site of villages now gone to decay. Flour- 
ishing Christian hamlets have risen in their 
stead ; yet the visible population is small, 
and the long naked sweeping plains, silent 
and lonesome, present a stern and melan- 
choly appearance, which the absence of 
groves and hedges and singing birds tends 
materially to heighten. The vulture and 
the eagle are alone seen wheeling above 
the green cliffs, or a solitary buzzard soar- 
ing in quest of his prey over the great 
sheets of cultivation. Shepherds, wearing 
high conical hempen caps, lay ensconced, 
with their large shaggy dogs, under the 
shelter of knolls and caves; and in some 
few of the fields, where last year’s crops 
were yet unhoused, or the land remained 
untilled, the peasantry pursued their indus- 
trious occupation. 

At length the monotonous view opened 
over a wide plateau sloping gently to the 
west. The blue serrated peaks of Sallala 
Moogher, beyond which flows the infant 
Nile, loomed faintly in the distance, and 
the intervening country, still destitute of 
wood, was traversed by broad, broken, pre- 
cipitous ravines. On a hill to the north- 
ward is visible the extensive market-place 
of Bool "Worki, “ the cave of gold,” a great 
mart for horses, mules, and woollen cloths, 
which, with grain, asses, and horned cattle, 
are brought every Saturday by the adja- 
cent Galla tribes, and, when sold, pay a 
heavy duty to the crown. To account for 
the name of the place, there is a tradition 
extant, that in days of yore, many holy 
arks, with vast quantities of the purest 
gold, were deposited by the emperors of 
Ethiopia in a certain deep cave, having a 
bottomless lake interposed to save them 
from the “grasp of the avaricious. Its 
^ters form the abode of a legion of evil 
spirits, whose alaka gratuitously exhibited 
himself one market-day, mounted upon an 
ambling mule loaded with massive golden 


ARRIVAL AT DEBRA BERHAI^. 139 


trappings, and attended by a black cat, 
wearing about its neck a bell of the same 
costly metal — a sight quite sufficient to 
deter intrusion on the part of the curious. 

A cluster of white-roofed houses, strag- 
gling beyond the walled palace and the 
church of the Holy Trinity — long indis- 
tinctly visible — now rose rapidly to view ; 
and a small eminence having been as- 
cended, the goal was presently attained. 
As the party passed the royal lodge, a 
page, mounted on one of the king’s horses, 
rode forth to reconnoitre, and, taking a 
hasty glance, galloped off to make his 
report. The customary announcement 
through an alfero, who has always access 
to the palace, elicited a pair of monstrous 
Galla rams, which were thrust into ob- 
servation while the message which fol- 
lows — one strictly in accordance with 
Abyssinian etiquette — delivered with 
shoulders bare by him to whom it had 
been confided : Are you well ] Are 
you well? Are you well? Have you 
been quite well since our last interview ? 
Are you all well ? Have my children had 

good journey? Have they entered in 
safety ? My love amounts to heaven and 
earth ; therefore the king said, they might 
eat these' sheep.” 

Woollen awnings wrought of goat’s 
hair, and resembling the black tents of 
Kedar, had meanwhile been erected on 
ffie greensward, and arrival therein was 
instantly followed by bread in wicker 
baskets,old hydromei in colored decanters, 
and compliments in profusion from the 
queen. Many of the courtiers paid visits 
in the evening, too evidently fresh from 
tile royal banquet, which is daily spread 
in tile great hall, and from which few ever 
rise in a state of sobriety — their amount 
of friendship professed, and the modicum 
of flattery bestowed, being in the exact 
ratio of the potations swallowed during 
the revel. Glimmering lights soon illu- 
mined the straggling hamlet — dancing and 
singing occupied both sexes of the inhab- 
itants — and with almost as much pomp 
and ceremony as in more civilized lands, 
the departed year was consigned to its 
last long resting-place in the relentless 
tomb of Time. 


CHAPTER LIL 

THE EOYAL SLAVE DEPOT, 

No royal residence can be conceived 
. more desolate and less princely than the 
palace at Debra Berhan, « the Hill of Glo- 
10 * 


ry,” Crumbling walls of loose unce- 
mented stone, patched in their various 
breaches and dilapidations by splintered 
palisades, surround a vast assemblage of 
wattle and dab edifices, of various shapes 
and dimensions, which are clumped to- 
gether in separate court-yards, without 
any regard to appearance. Six rude gate- 
ways on tlie southern side conduct through 
as many miry inclosures, lined with troops, 
and crowded with herds, flocks, and appli- 
cants for justice. A, paddock, covered 
with bright green turf, extends in front of 
tiie chamber of audience. Hoary junipers 
stretch their moss-grown branches fantas- 
tically over the lawn, and at the farther 
extremity of the inclosure rise the moul- 
dering remains of the palace of Zara Ya- 
coob. 

This monarch, who was the founder of 
Debra Berhan, is reputed to have been 
endowed with the wisdom of Solomon, his 
great ancestor ; and the vestiges that re- 
main of his abode, certainly exhibit an 
order of architecture far superior to that 
of the present degenerate day. It has 
been composed of large blocks of hewn 
though unsculptured stone ; but, in com- 
mon with every other boasted edifice 
erected in the height of Ethiopic. splendor, 
it perished during the reign of Nebla 
Dengel, by the hand of the destroyer 
Graan. Hatze Zara Y acoob first attached 
capital punishment to the continuance 
of idolatry. He instituted an inquisition, 
and persecuted with death all who paid 
adoration to. the cow and serpent Among 
others who underwent execution, were 
two of his sons-in-law; and he finally 
issued a proclamation, confiscating the 
lands of all who should thenceforth neg- 
lect to carry on the right arm an amulet 
inscribed with the words, “I have re- 
nounced the Devil and his works for 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Tradition asserts that « the Hill of Glo- 
ry,” now barren of trees, was in days of 
yore thickly covered with forest, through 
which ran a single path. In the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth century the founder, ' 
who was also styled Constantine, fled, into 
its depths before an invasion of the Adai- 
el, and becoming bewildered in the intri- 
cacies, hurried hither and thither, exclaim- 
ing in his dilemma, « Ber e%a, her e%a 
« Where is the road ?” Suddenly there . 
shone forth over the eminence a great 
halo of light from heaven, which served 
him as a beacon by which to escape out , 
of the labyrinth. In some of the , adja- 
cent swamps are to be seen the ancient 
remains of decomposed timber, and a few 
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venerable junipers still survive within the 
palace inclosure ; but beyond these monu- 
ments of antiquity the truth of the legend 
rests solely on the name of the river Be- 
rezsL, a tortuous sti^eam winding round the 
foot of the hill, and forming one of the 
principal sources of the Blue Nile. 

Tegulet, the city of the wolves,” tlie 
capital of ail Abyssinia in her brighter days, 
and a spot untrodden by European foot 
since the visit of Father Alvarez, forms a 
conspicuous feature in the view presented 
from the village. Occupying a command- 
ing promontory, round which flows the 
river Salacha, it is environed by singular 
bluffs ; and one natural fissure, visible from 
a great distsince, afibrds the only practica- 
ble ascent to the impregnable fortress, upon 
which the Galla, in the meridian of their 
power, were unable to make the slightest 
impression during reiterated attempts lo 
carry it by storm. The alaka of Tegulet 
is superior also of the celebrated shrine of 
Bena Markos, a saint of the days of Tekla 
Haimanot. The monastery, named after 
its founder, occupies a similar inaccessible 
fastness, overlooking a part of the valley 
of the Nile, and the whole of the north and 
west of Shoa, as far as the chain of lofty 
mountains which here form the bulwark of 
the Christian kingdom. 

The view from the village of Etteghe, 
near Tegulet, is so extensive that it has 
given rise to a proverb, “ From Etteghe is 
the Echegue or Grand Prior of the monks 
to be seen at Gondar. ” Forty-four rivulets, 
corresponding in number with the churches 
of that city, are said to pay tribute through 
this district to the Adabai, which sends its 
waters down the Jumma to the Nile ; their 
short course of little more than one hun- 
dred and fifty miles, involving so rapid a 
declination to the westward, that nearly all 
have cataracts in some part, and. are con- 
sequently destitute of finny inhabitants. 
The 'entire environs of Tegulet are inter- 
sected by the beds of rapid torrents, hav- 
.ing high precipitous banks, which afford | 
few accessible roads, whether to man or ' 
beast — a fact to which this portion of Shoa 
may be concluded to have owed its secu- 
rity during the inpourings of heathen and 
Mohammadan hordes. Tegulet-wat, “ the 
devouring depths,” a fathomless . abyss 
yawning on the banks of ont^of these 
streams, and described as the habitation of 
demons, is believed by the superstitious to 
communicate with the “ great water.” It 
proved the grave of numerous Christian, 
warriors, who during the bloody contest 
with the Adaiei plunged unexpectedly into 
its d^k bosom, and were heard of no more. 


It was at the close of the fifteenth cen- 
tury that Mafoodi, the bigoted king of Hur- 
rur, unfurling the green banner of the 
Prophet, commenced those devastating in- 
roads upon the frontiers of Shoa, which 
finally led to the dismemberment of the 
Ethiopic empire, and proved the greatest 
calamity that has befallen the country. 
Under a vow that he would annually spend 
the forty days of Lent among the Abys- 
sinian infidels, he overran Efat and Fatigar 
when the people, weakened by rigorous 
fasting, were less capable of bearing arms 
— burned churches and monasteriesf slew 
without mercy every male who fell in bis 
way, and driving oil* the women and chil- 
dren, sold some into foreign slavery, and 
presented others to the sheriffe of Mecca. 
Alexander, the then reigning emperor, was 
assassinated at Tegulet by Za Selassie, 
commander-in-chief of the royal body- 
guard, who had been bought over by Ma- 
foodi. The eyeballs of the regicide were 
seared with a' red-hot iron; his hands and 
feet were chopped off, and he was stoned 
to death amid the curses and execrations 
of the populace, after he had been paraded 
on an ass, in this mutilated condition, 
throughout Shoa and Amhara. 

Debra Berhan is one of the principal de- 
pdts for the numerous royal slaves, the pos- 
session of whom casts the foulest blot on 
the character of the Christian monarch. 
A strange . clatter, and a Babel-like mix- 
ture of tongues, greets the ear of the visi- 
tor, and the features of many races, and of 
many nations, are distinctly visible among 
the crowd that throngs the gate, although , 
all are alike enveloped in me disguising 
costume of Abyssinia. 

The huge black Shankela, with blubber 
lip and bloodshot eye, is resting for a mo- 
ment against the broken wall, and stretch- 
i ing a brawny limb which might have sup- 
I ported the bully Hercules himself. Grin- 
ning from ear to ear as his burly neighbor 
sports some savage joke in licence unre- 
strained, he seizes with a three-horse power 
his bundle of split wood, which two Am- 
hara could with difficulty raise, and poising 
it like a feather upon his woolly head, 
walks away in all the vigor of a young 
giant. 

With his own approving eye the mon- 
arch has selected this specimen from a lot of 
powerful negroes captured beyond the Nile, 
and fifteen silver crowns must not be light- 
ly squandered, even by the great sovereign 
of Southern Abyssinia, lUtions are well 
Supplied to support the sinewy form, and 
unless on a cold raw day, when the soak- 
ing rain has penetrated every thread of his 
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black blanket, and the shivering frame 
brings vividly to mind the difterence of cli- 
mate, the enslaved pagan in his present 
condition, as hewer in the royal forests, 
enjoys himself fully as well as if ranging in 
savage liberty over his owm free country 
of the sun. 

Not so the scowling Galla who follows 
in his rear. The spirit of roving inde- 
pendence is still unsubdued in his fiery eye, 
and the slender figure and the bent leg 
proclaim the wild rider of the grassy plain. 
Heavy and heartbroken, he plods along 
under a burthen to which his strength is 
quite inadequate; and the groan escapes 
, from his lips, as the bitter thoughts enter 
his soul of the disgraceful lash of the task- 
master that perhaps awaits his return, and 
he remembers the lost wife and little ones 
whom he has for ever left on the distant 
savannas of the H^vash. 

Issuing from the gateway under the au- 
thority of a bloated eunuch, a numerous 
fiock of brown damsels take their way to 
the river. Heavy earthen jars are slung 
over their slender backs, and the light forms 
of the unfortunates are little concealed by 
their torn and scanty attire. These are; 
newly purchased Christians from the last 
Guragu^ caravan, and the language of the 
Amhara is still strange to their ear. Gar- 
lands of the yellow buttercup deck the 
plaited raven locks of each captive maid, 
and a plaintive song is chanted in soft mel- 
low notes to beguile the hoiirs of toil. Bat 
the lines of slavery have already found place 
among their youthful features, which pos- 
sess beauty unknown to those of their op- 
pressors. The low chorus swelling mourn- 
ful and piteous from the band, has recalled 
thoughts of home and liberty to the joyless 
breast, and the sad tear is brushed from the 
long dark eye-lash at the recollection of 
happier hours spent in their own sweet land 
of spices. ^ 

Following close behind, comes a group 
of favored dames of a certain age, from 
whose minds time has effaced all remem- 
brance of country and of kindred. Exalted 
to the post of mistresses of the royal brew- 
ery, and decked out like the first ladies of 
the land, in flowing garments resplendent 
with crimson stripes, they have little reason 
to wish for a change of conditioU. Bars 
and studs of solid silver load their perfo- 
rated ears, and ponderous pewter bangles 
encircle each wrist and ankle. Their wigs, 
arranged according to the most becoming 
fashion in minute rows of tiny curls, glis- 
ten under a sheen of butter, and their fat 
cheeks, plastered with grease and red pig- 


ment, are calculated to strike respect into 
the heart of the most indifferent beholder. 
The unceasing clack and clatter tell the 
tale of the wonted freedom of female tongue, 
but the small jar with the green branch 
protruding from the narrow neck, is strap- 
ped over the breast with the thong of sla- 
very ; and the attending eunuch, with his 
long thin wand— an emblem of his own 
withered person — proclaims the fact that 
the ladies cannot roam at pleasure over the 
verdahbmpad, but must restrict themselves 
in the beaten path according to the cracked 
voice of their driver. 

Seated upon a gayly caparisoned mule, 
amid the jingling of bells knd brass orna- 
ments, the general of the gun-men proceeds 
in state across the green parade. He is 
attired in the richest garments that the land 
can produce. A glaring cloth of red silk 
is wound about his brow, a silver sword 
decorates his right side, and fifty robed fol- 
lowers attend his every behest. But he too 
is a slave, as was his father before him, and 
as his son- will be after him. All the bones 
and sinews of his attendants are the pur- 
chased property of the monarch, and it is 
onljr by the imperial will and pleasure, 
which may be changed to-morrow, that he 
is now ambling in chintz and satin to dine 
at the royal board, instead of holding place 
in the foremost group, v/ith a black blanket 
over his shoulder, and a load of wood upon 
his head for fuel in the royal kitchen. 

Here comes a demure damsel from the 
harem, disfigured by all the foul garments 
and native filth which delight the inhabit- 
ant of Shoa. It is Wuletta Georgis, one of 
her majesty’s confidential slaves, and she 
is revolving in her mind, how, in executing 
her mistress’s commission, she can contrive 
to promote her own interests. Born and 
bred in the palace, the Abigail is ordinarily 
treated wuth kindness, unless the fracture 
of a little decanter, or the unhidden attack 
upon some savory dish, involve a little 
wholesome correction. Unlike the philo- 
sophical maid in Rasselas, who had broken 
the porcelain cup, she needs pecuniary aid, 
and thus is her request sobbed out : “ Only 
one dollar to replace the queen’s looking- 

S ’ass, and may God reward you!” But 
e sob is evidently assumed for the occa- 
sion, and a sly glance may be detected in 
the corner of her cunning eye, to observe 
the effect of her false appeal. The full 
price of the fractured mirror has already 
been received from three several individ- 
uals, and her mistress will assuredly confis- 
cate the profits ; but the tenure of property 
during even one short half hour, possesses 
charms irresistible, and the poor girl falls 
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prostrate on the ground, as the silver is 
dropped into her unwashed fingers, 

A last group is struggling through the 
gateway. The aged and the infitm, who 
can still perform a light task, have jiist re- 
ceived their daily dole from the royal store- 
house at the niggard hand of the pampered 
steward. The vigor of their youth has been 
expended in the service of the despot, and 
now in the evening of life, the original 
scanty pittance is yet further reduced. A 
wistful glance is cast upon the handful of 
raw barley, which must content them until 
the sun has performed another weai‘y revo- 
lution, Hunger and destitution are pain- 
fully portrayed* in the deep furrows of each 
witliered face, and the shrunken limb tot- 
ters as the keen wind whistles cold through 
the wet folds of the tattered goat-skin gir- 
dle which reaches barely to the knee. No 
fostering hand awaits their return to the 
cheerless hut, to minister in kindness to the 
necessities of age; and the last closing 
scene will drop a welcome curtain of repose 
over sinews ground by indigence and toil, 
during half a century of hopeless bondage. 



CHAPTER LIII. 

HEW .YEAE’s day. 

New Year’s Day, which fell on the 10th 
of September, was, according to the Abys- 
sinian calendar, the eighteen hundred and 
thirty-fourth since the nativity of Christ, 
and it was celebrated with much rejoicing 
and festivity. Betimes in the morning 
came a summons to the presence of the 
negoos, who, seated in the portico of the 
audience chamber, was enjoying the genial 
warmth of the, rising sun. The interior ^f 
the hall was strewed with newly-plucked 
rushes; and under a large iron chafing 
dish, with a cheerful wood fire, basked a 
whole host of sleek cats in couples — a 
portion of the dower received with the fair 
daughter of the Galla queen of Moolofa- 
lada. 

The king was particularly affable, and 
in the highest spirits. His hand having 
be^ extended to each in turn, with the 
utol inquiries relative to “ safe fmtr|.tice,” 
the congratulations of the seasdrwqre of- 
fered to his majesty a^ccording to the cus- 
tomary form: ‘‘As the departed year. of 
St. Matthew has closed happily upon your 
auspicious reign, so may me coming year 

I ;. Mark ! May God prolong your days 
jontinue the throne in the line of your 
stors, unto your children’s children, 


to the end of time ! May He extend the 
boundaries of your dominions, and cause 
your spear to prevail over the lance of the 
enemy I May He endow you with wisdom 
to judge your subjects aright, and move 
your heart unto clemency ; and may He 
cause high and low alike to understand 
and to appreciate the equitable sway of the 
father, whom Heaven has appointed to rule 
over them 1” 

Elaborate models of a domed palace, 
completely furnished, and an English sad- 
dle and bridle, were next presented, and 
received with every manifestation of de- 
light, coupled with a prayer from the royal 
lips, that “ God might glorify the donors.” 
A long and minute ‘ scrutiny led to an in- 
finity of questions, not easily answered, as 
to how the shield was to be slung to the 
pommel, and why the entire foot," instead 
of the great toe only, should be inserted in 
the stirrup ? “ The sun in diiferent coun- 
tries shines with more or less brilliancy,” 
exclaimed his majesty, with truly royal 
eloquence, as he concluded the examina- 
tion — “ the birds and the beasts are differ- 
ent, arid so are the plants. I am fond of 
new inventions, if it be only to look, at 
them, and although they should prove on 
trial to be inferior to old ones.” 

Abd el Yonag, the chief of the Hurrur 
slave-merchants, was seated, rosary in 
hand,. during this conversation ; and in his 
weather-beaten countenance were display- 
ed all the cunning lineaments of the petty 
retailer in small wares, curiously con- 
trasted with the sagacity of# the extensive 
dealer in politics, who had succeeded in 
obtaining an accurate measure of the mon- 
arch’s foot. The knave, too, protested to 
have seen the world, and gave out that 
with his own gray eyes had he beheld the 
glories of Britain’s eastern possessions. 

To support his widely circulated char- 
acter for universal knowledge, the Moslem 
miscreant now seized between his bony 
fingers two pieces of superbly sprigged 
muslin, fresh from the looms of Manches- 
ter, which had been presented for Q,ueen 
Besabesh, and throwing them contemptu- 
ously toward the corner of the throne, 
muttered betwixt his lips the word “ Bom- 
bay.” 

“ What’s that — ^what do you say?” cried 
the king, in his usual abrupt manner. 

May it please your majesty,” returned 
the turbaned traveller, to the amusement 
of the servants of the illustrious presidency 
assembled, “ ’t is the name of this cloth — 
it is called Bombay.” 

But an opportunity presently occurred 
of iauglung at the beard of the irreverent 
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peddler, nor was it snfferea to pass un- 
heeded. The despot exhibited a silver 
sword scabbard, which had been curiously 
enamelled to represent one of the scaly 
inhabitants of the deep ; and it was ac- 
knowledged, nemim contradiceniei that the 
artist had succeeded in producing a highly 
creditable resemblance to a fish. “ A fish,” 
quoth the man bf Hurrur, “ w'hat is that !” 
Even the monarch smiled, when the ex- 
planation was rendered. “Fishes live in 
the great sea between Abyssinia and Bom- 
bay ; and he whose eyes have not suffered 
under Oiibie’s searing irons, might behold 
numbers of them every day of the voyage.” 
“ Migh-far^allak” “Heaven defend me,” 
growled the discomfited Wmj, as he slunk 
into a corner — “ ’Tis passing strange that 
Abd el Yonag should have never seen the 
wild beast of the water,” 

Attended by the dwarf father confessor, 
and holding deep consultation with several 
of the household priests, the king presently 
led the way through the secret door on the 
north-eastern side of the palace inclosure. 
Two afiabgirs of crimson velvet, surmount- 
ed by silver globes and crosses — his never- 
failing attendants on all occasions of state 
— were supported by sturdy slaves, and 
twelve richly caparisoned steeds, repre- 
senting the months of the year,, were led 
by the royal grooms. A numerous and 
motley retinue of dismounted cavaliers fol- 
lowed ; and on reaching the meadow, the 
brows both of monarch and subject were 
bound by the monks with green fillets of a 
wiry grass, styled “ erikotdtachr^ whence 
the festival takes its appellation. 

Unlike the rugged mountains of Anko- 
ber, which can alone be traversed by the 
sure-footed mule, the country around De- 
bra Berhan is of a strictly equestrian na- 
ture; and the bright azure of the sky, 
mottled by fleecy clouds., the fresh verdure 
of the soft turf, and the elasticity of the 
pure air, all lent their aid to the coming 
tournament. Armed with a slender staftj 
the king mounted his charger, and bound- 
ing over the greensward, opened the sports 
of the day. Groups of wild savages were 
instantly to be seen scouring in every di- 
rection, engaged in the gmnbem, or joust ; 
but his majesty, in flaunting striped robes, 
shone conspicuous. Well mounted, a 
fearless horseman, and admirably skilled 
in the use of the spear, he had on no pre- 
vious occasion been seen to so great ad- 
vantage as during his participation in the 
warlike exercises of the new year — ^now 
pursuing, and now in turn pursued by the 
warrior whom he had honored by selection 
as his antagonist in the tilt. 


“ Guebroo is sick,” quoth the monarch, 
the moment the display was over ; “ he 
has received a severe wound in the head 
during a skirmish with the rebel Gall^ 
and i am desirious that you should now 
visit him, taking with you the medicine 
for putrid sores i” 

Ayto Berkie, the governor of Bulga, 
volunteered his escort to Dalfiti, the abode 
of his invalid brother. Crossing the serpen- 
tine Bereza, the road led through swampy 
meadows, and over little cultivated knolls 
destitute of either tree or shrub, toward 
Angfillala, which, after a gallop of seven 
miles, opened in the distance. On the 
summit of a tabular eminence rose the 
king’s two-storied palace, above churches 
and* conical houses; and five distinct 
knolls, forming an arc in the intermediate 
and otherwise level landscape, were sev- 
erally crowned by the abodes of favorite 
courtiers — that on the extreme rioiit, em- 
bowered in luxuriant trees, pertaining to 
Ayto Guebroo, governor of Mentshar. 

Ascending the tumulus by a steep and 
stony path, a muddy court-yard was thread- 
ed to the abode of the great man. Sur- 
rounded by mournful attendants he reclined 
on an alga before a fierce fire, his right 
eye screened by a shade of blue calico, 
and his well-greased partner sobbing vio- 
lently at his feet. The Gille and Loomi 
Gaila, bordering on the ancient province 
of “ Patigar,” having revolted, the warrior 
had taken the field with his contingent, 
and becoming opposed to a rebel in hand 
to hand combat, had received the first 
spear on his buckler, which was now os- 
tentatiously displayed. The horse of his 
adversary fell under a well-directed lance, 
and the dismounted pagan sued for quar- 
ters ; obtaining which he treacherously 
launched his remaining shaft, which had 
cleft the forehead, and passed through the 
corner of the eye, although without de- 
stroying the vision. 

The patient having pledged himself to 
submit to the prescribed- treatment, which 
few in Abyssinia will do, an operation was 
successfully performed. Drying her tears, 
the hostess had meanwhile slaughtered a 
ram, and made extensive preparations fora 
repast Piles of thin teff cakes loaded the 
low wicker table — bowls of potent pepper- 
porridge smoked at the place appointed for 
each guest, and lumps of raw meat were 
in profusion; nor -was it without infinite 
surprise that the hospitable entertainers 
and their domestics beheld the chops sub- 
mitted in the first instance to the influence 
of the hot embers. “ Do all of jrour na- 
tion thus bum their meat inquired the 
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lady after long and attentive observation : 
“ I was told that such was the case, and 
that you burned the king’s bread too, but 
could never have believed it.” 

Some difficulty was experienced by the 
king in comprehending how an eye could 
be restored by the use of the knife, but his 
majesty was at a still greater loss to under- 
stand by what means a subject had been 
cured, while he himself remained in par- 
tial blindness. Ayto Katama, who was 
present at this observation, turning to 
one of the party whispered, ‘‘ Do not sup- 
pose that tne negoos is blind of that eye : 
may Sahela Selassie die, he sees bet- 
ter with it than with the other !” Like 
.^sop of old, who was once a bondsman, 
the general of the body-guard still retained 
the grovelling spirit of slavery, varnished 
with the address of the artful courtier; 
and had he flourished in the days of Solon 
and Croesus, he would doubtless have sup- 
ported the advice given to the Grecian phi- 
losopher by the hunchback author of the 
fables, “ that we should either not , come 
near crowned heads at all, or speak those 
things only that will prove agreeable to 
them.” 


CHAPTER LIT. 

THE FALLS OF THE EEEEZA. 

Hunting expeditions filled up the lei- 
sure hours of the busy monarch. Seated 
on the verge of the deep ravine by which 
the now deserted fastness of Tegulet is 
insulated from the plain of Debra Berhan, 
it was his majesty’s wont to project stone 
balls from his rifle at the hyenas basking 
upon huge fragments of fallen rock, which 
form caverns one thousand feet below, and 
choke the bed of the pathless chasm. 
Then the steps of the royal cavalcade 
would be directed to the valley of the Be- 
teza, where ** Satan’s horses,” in the shape 
of gigantic adjutants, were striding over 
the plain on their long stilt-like legs, with 
well-fllled pouches dangling beneath their 
bills. Here, seated upon the green turf, 
the negoos awaited the report of his scouts. 
While turning the corner of the numerous 
abrupt eminences, his ears were ever sa- 
luted by loud cries of “ Abiei I Abis^ 
from the mouth of many a petitiohlr, and 
a very respectable body of plaintiffe and 
defendants were always in attendance. . 

Judgment was calmly delivered, until 
the arrival of some breathless horseman 
with, intelligence of -the discovery of a col- 
orty iff baboons, would arrest the proceed- 


ings of the sylvan court. “ Sahela Selassie 
ye moot ?” inquired the sporting monarch 
on one of these occacions, adjuring the in- 
formant by his own illustrious life ; “ are 
they well surrounded?” “May Sahela 
Selassie die if they be not,” responded the 
slave, as he bowed his head to the dust ; 

“ hundreds graze in yonder cornfield.” 

“ Then by the death of Woosen Suggud 
they shall be slain,” was the rejoinder, as 
his majesty, galloped toward the spot, fol- 
lowed by every rifle and fowling-piece of 
which the imperial armory could boast 
.On the verge of the deep valley a count- 
less pigfaced army was presently revealed, 
laying waste the rising crop. Lusty vet- 
erans, muffled in long flowing manes, strut- 
ted consequentially among the ladies, and 
others, squatted upon their hunkers, with 
many a ghastly grin displayed their white 
teeth while hunting down the vermin that 
infested their rough shaggy coats. Cast- 
ing aside his chequered robe, the king, 
with all the ardor of a schoolboy, dashed 
into the middle of the amazed group, and 
under a running fire from himself and 
courtiers, the field was presently strewed 
with slain and wounded. Mangled wretches 
were now to be seen dragging their muti- 
lated limbs behind them in ineifectual ex- 
ertions to reach the precipitous chasm of 
the Bereza, whose white foaming waters 
were thundering below, while the grima- 
cing, survivors, far out of danger, whooped 
in echoes amid the bush-grown clefts, to 
reassemble the discomfiied forces. 

Return from this brilliant victory was 
celebrated by the war-chorus, until the 
appearance of a herkoom waildiing over -the 
ploughed land, again proved th0;#4^nal for 
general pursuit. This gigant^d^%:nd de- 
formed bird is of the genus hornbill, and 
an abrupt unmeaning excrescence above 
his huge jagged forceps, imparts a fancied 
resemblance to the slaves of the king, who 
carry water-jars upon their heads, which 
has dignified him with the title of “ Abba 
Gumbo,” “ the Father of the Pitcher.” It 
has blue wattles, which, when the bird is. 
worried, become inflamed like those of tlie 
turkey-cock ; and from the fact of its al- 
ways constructing the door of its nest to 
the eastward, the Abyssinians assert that 
it will never build out of sight of a church. 

The plumage throughout is, to appear- 
ance, of a sooty black ; but the expansion 
of the wings displays an assemblage of 
snowy quills, which form the pride of the 
warrior who has slain his enemy in battle. 
Mules were abandoned with one accord ; 
and under the encouraging gaze of the 
despot, the courtiers, springing into their 
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high-peaked saddles, scoured after the de- 
voted quariy. Weary with its long flight, 
the heavy bird alighted a dozen times, but 
no rest was ever allowed. Again he was 
turned, and again he distanced his pur- 
suers, until beleagured on all sides, he was 
finally speared by the chief smith and body 
physician, who as an equestrian shone facile 
prmceps.md whose skill rewarded the head 
of each hero engaged, with the coveted 
vrhite plume, the Ambaric emblem of death. 

“My children have never seen the 
* devil’s sheep,* ” gravely observed his ma- 
jesty, as he ascended toward the palace, 
preceded by strains of martial music. 
“ They live in holes in the rocks under the 
great waterfall, and have long snouts : my 
people are afraid. Take guns in the morn- 
ing, and the pages will show you the road. 
Now you may eat’* 

Heavy dew covered the long waving 
grass, as the party, accompanied by the 
romised escort, proceeded at an early 
our, to gratify the royal curiosity by the 
destruction of the dreaded monster. It 
proved on realization to be an inofiensive 
badger; and although the sport did. not 
alFord very much diversion, the cataract 
amply repaid the ride across the meadow. 
Leaving the terrace of table-land, the ser- 
pentine river, far hid from sight, winds 
through a succession of, verdant hills, to- 
ward a precipitous valley, down which the 
foaming torrent rushes over a descent of 
eight rocky basins. Hemmed in by fantas- 
tic pillars of basalt, composed of irregular 
disjointed polygons, the dark craggy sur- 
face, laid bare by the violence of ages, is at 
strange variance with the bright emerald 
turf which creeps luxuriantly to the very 
verge of the frowning abyss ; while twelve 
hundred feet below, the sparry walls _sud- 
deniy contract to the breadth of fifteen 
yards, and the accumulated waters of the 
cascades, discharging through the natural 
floodgate, boil onward in their wild career. 

A perpendicular crag towering above 
the royal iron mines, rears its crumbling 
head from the very bottom of the vale to the 
level of the upper stream, as- if to mark the 
suddenness of the descent The entire 
face of the verdant hills which repose above 
the roaring cataract, were covered with 
balmy thyme and other . aromatic herbs, 
which, steaming under the influence of the 
morning sun, yielded up their fragrance at 
every step ; and new and lovely flowers, 
sparkling under the dew-drop, carpeted the 
slope. From the very brink of the dizzy 
torrent, lofty junipers raised their tall stems, 
and flung their mossy arms to a vast height, 
though still appearing but as small twigs ; 


and the white cloud of mist and spume and 
spray, which arose from the gloomy chasm, 
reflecting the pismatio colors of the Iris, 
completed a picture of singular wildness 
and magnificence. 

How di^rent, indeed, is the fate awaits 
ing the waters of one and the same shower 
discharged over the high culminating ridge 
of the Abyssinian Alps I A rain-drop, fall- 
ing on the eastern slope of the shed, wends 
its short course by the nearest streamlet 
toward the muddy Hawash ; and, if not ab- 
sorbed by the thirsty plains of the Adaiel, 
adds its mite to the lagoon of Aussa — ^to 
filter, perhaps, through some subterranean 
channel into the Indian Ocean. But far 
distant is the pilgrimage that awaits the 
more ambitious cloud that sinks on the 
western side. Joining the Berez, and 
taking the fearful leap over the dazzling 
cataract of Debra Berhan, it hurries down 
the Jumma on its impetuous course to the 
Bahr el Azreek — rolls through the golden 
sands of Damot — and, after visiting Meroe 
and Thebes, and all the stately pyramids, 
either adds its humble tribute to the still 
waves of the blue Mediterranean, or is 
sacrificed to the fertility of the land of 
i Egypt, 

“ Where, with annual i>omp, 

Rich king of floods ! overflows the swelling Nile.”' 



CHAPTER LV. 

ANNUAL EEVIEW- 

As the month rolled on, under a cold and 
pleasant sky, governors of the adjacent dis- 
tricts flocked with their quotas to Debra 
Berhan, to be in readiness against the ap- 
proaching anniversary of “ Maskal.” On 
this festival, held in commemoration of the 
discovery of the holy cross by St. Helena, 
the rabble militia composing the Amhara 
forces being marshalled in order of review, 
the grassy slope in front of the palace be- 
came daily more and more thickly dotted 
with black booths and mules and neighing 
steeds. Honors, appointments, and re- 
wards are now conferred upon the brave 
and the deserving ; -and this being also the 
season of retribution, the forfeited property 
and the household chattels of delinquent 
ojfficers, added to the fair-like confusion. 
Herds of cattle, and long files of confis- 
cated slaves, wooden tables, rickety bed^ 
steads, and other paltry prizes of royal seiz* 
ure, crowded the bustling parade; whiM 
groups of shivering camels, transferred by 
writ of execution to an uncongenial clime. 
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took Tip their miserable station on the bare ' 
cold ground, which was in a few days to 
receive their long scraggy bones. 

On the eve of the anxiously expected 
day of jubilee, the din of the nvgdreet, fol- 
lowed by the repeated discharge of heavily- 
loaded matchlocks, proclaimed the move- 
ment of the household troops toward the 
palace portals, to guard the imperial person, 
according to custom immemorial, from any 
' sudden outbreak of the wild host encamped" 
in the environs. Halting in front of the 
tents of the embassy, the war-dance was 
performed by the light of the torch, in honor 
of the stranger guests ; and while the lead- 
ei‘s solaced themselves with a cup of cur- 
a^oa, their curvetting chargers, ridden 
by confidential henchmen,' bore gallantly 
among the dense mass; and the bright 
metal stars and studs of the appointments 
gleamed amid the dark ranks of the savage 
warriors, as they howled to a thundering 
war chorus the Amhara war song of death. 
Bidding good night, the chiefs declared 
among the affirmative whoops of their fol- 
lowers, that next to the safety of the sacred 
person of royalty, the valued lives of their 
much-esteemed foreign friends should be 
uppermost in the thoughts of the coming 
vigil. 

Most nnkingly was the appearance pre- 
sented by the palace at break of day, and 
most unprinceiy the confusion of the court. 
Dirt and filth reigned paramount in every 
purlieu of the royal residence — ^mire to the 
ankle obstructed every gateway — and the 
rods of the wearied door-keepers were bro- 
ken to splinters in their laudable endea- 
vors to check the rush of the eager and 
greasy mob.. The veiy houses seemed 
more gloomy than usual, ai^d the time-worn 
mud plaster of the ancient walls more som- 
bre and dilapidated than was its wont. 

The despot was for some hours to be 
seen squatted in the porch of the banquet- 
ing hall, surrounded by all the concomitant 
litter of a forge, which, puffing away at the 
foot of the alga, under the personal super- 
vision of the chief smith, blew a cloud of 
dust and ashes into the royal nostrils. 
Decorum seemed to be laid aside for the 
■day. Chattering and noise resounded in 
■every quarter. Restraint was removed 
from the tongues of all, and the uplifted 
voice of the mighty monarch was at times 
scarcely audible, amid the clatter of sur- 
rounding courtiers, and the ringing of the 
crow upon the anyil. 

Twenty sallow eunuchs, acting each at 
one and the same time as master of the 
ceremonies, introduced to the royal notice 
the crowds of lieges, who, arrayed in most 


filthy garbs, came crushing together to the 
front. Priests and monks, and petty gov- 
ernors, women, slaves, and cultivators, bore 
each some present to swell the imperial 
stores. Honey, butter, and beads, sticks, 
crutches, and censers, were alike received 
with complimentary speeches, saving in 
the instance of one burly knave, who pre- 
sumed to come before the king with a poor 
bundle of grass. Of him no notice what- 
ever was taken. The very crowd seemed 
ashamed of so scurvy an offering, and an 
opening being spontaneously made, a few 
kicks and shoves sent the ill-provided vas- 
sal speedily out of sight, unrewarded by 
the customary “God give thee morel’^ 
from the lips of his puissant sovereign. 

But the sun rose upon a difierent scene, 
as the embassy, in full uniform, were ush- 
ered through the grassy lawn to make 
their bows to his majesty. Surrounded 
by all the grandees of the court, in their 
holiday attire, the generals of the cavalry 
and body-guard, the household officers, 
and the alakas and high-priests of all the 
principal churches, he reclined on a mov- 
able throne, tricked out for the occasion 
in velvet and satin. Rich kimkhabs, gQ>y 
silken vests, and a profusion of silver 
swords and decorations for gallant con- 
duct, sparkled on the persons of the cour- 
tiers ; and the turmoil attending the early 
hours of business had given place to the 
unbending gravity of Abyssinian etiquette. 

The artillery escort having, greatly to 
the admiration of the bystanders, gone 
through the manual and platoon exercises 
with blank cartridge, three hundred A/e- 
roch, under the command of the purveyor- 
general, entered the arena, elevating high 
above their heads bundles of pealed wands, 
bound together with wisps of rushes, and 
bedecked with garlands of the yellow 
cross-flower. The wild song of rejoicing 
at the return of spring, and of the season 
of blossoms, “ when the fleas retire and 
the flies appear,” had been heard a con- 
siderable time, waxing louder and louder, 
as these lictors with their fasces approach- 
ed the scene of exhibition. Shouting the 
war-chorus, they now moved forward with 
a mincing gait, and after the most abject 
prostration to the earth, with a yell, hurl- 
ing their rods in a heap before the palace 
steps, the whole crouched in a semicircle. 
Their leader and his stewards, some on 
horseback, others on foot, clothed in the 
spoils of wild beasts, then displayed them- 
selves individually in the war-dance, gal- 
loping or vaulting between the open ranks, 
encouraging the men to fight, and demean 
themselves as warriors in the day of bat- 
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tie — each endiiog his recitative by a ter^ capers — and uttering a Jsowl such as might 
rific howl, wherein he was unanimously be conjectured to issue from the lungs of 
joined by the whole iictor band. the demon in the wolfs glen, discharged 

This exhibition terminated, the embassy, his piece. The signal was followed by a 
on horseback, were marshalled to a gay running fire along the entire line, when 
Turkish pavilion, which had been pur- the remaining companies, advancing in 
posely erected, below the ropl inspection succession in the same order, performed 
tower. A small-roofed building, resem» the* same evolutions, and all marched ojBT 
Ming a sentry-box, or the judge’s stand on dancing and singing to the outer ring, 
a country race-course, occupies a raised The commander-in-chief of this doughty 
platform immediately within the palace band had meanwhile formed a conspicuous, 
inclosure. Gay cloth hangings enveloped although rather a ludicrous figure in the 
this cage, and carpets and rugs of all co- performance. Adorned with a flowing 
lors co'vered the top of the rude wall for garment of flaring chintz, the gaudy hues 
some distance on either side. The ne- and absurd pattern of which the kaleide- 
goos was already seated when his British scope itself must have found difficulty in 
guests cantered past, and taking off their devising, Ayto Katama, a bondsman from 
hats, received a condescending salutation, his youth, exhibited his bloated figure in 
The usual paraphernalia of silver-emboss- front of the phalanx of slaves, his head 
ed velvet floated at the imperial feet. The enveloped in a crimson harlequin cap. 
chiefs of the churches, and tlie civil offi- Tripping and mincing in the most un- 
cers of state— a gorgeous band — were ar- seemly capers and gestures, he brandished 
ranged along the platform, while a motley his ^crooked blade in a fashion which 
crowd of many thousand spectators stood could alone have proved dangerous to him- 
ciosely packed over the plain below. seif. Suffering under the effects of an 

Dense masses of cavalry wrere in readi- inveterate sore throat, no soul-inspiring 
ness, at the farther extremity of the pa- words burst from his mute lips, and the 
rade, to perform the pageant of the day. vaporing general, and his mazy unmilitary 
At the distance of one hundred yards motions, vividly portraying to the eye of 
from the imperial stand, a stack of tall the spectator the strut of a crippled pea- 
leafless willow-staves towered over the cock with tail unfurled before his admiring 
bright green turf which extended far and harem, shed a broad light of caricature 
wide in front. Around it were squatted over this opening scene of tlie pantomime 
files of warriors, ensconsed under their of savage warfare, 
round shields, like the tortoise beneath his But the king’s master of the horse next 
shell— the charge of sundry huge culve- advanced, with his glittering squadron of 
rins, of inordinate dimensions, being di- picked household cavalry — the flower of 
vided betwixt every three. The muzzle the Clnfistian lances. Ayto Melkoo was 
rested over the shoulder of one, a second arrayed in a parti-colored vest, surmounted 
worked the butt, and a third was prepared, by a crimson Arab fleece, handsomely 
with blazing brand, to fire on the signal studded with silver jets. A gilt embossed 
given. The review commenced by the gauntlet encircled his right arm from the 
advance of Ayto Katama’s body-guard, wrist to the elbow. His targe and horse- 
consisting entirely of fusileers, three- trapping glittered with a profusion of silver 
fourths of whom were on this occasion crosses and devices; and he looked a 
equipped with the muskets that had recent- stately and martial warrior, curvetting at 
ly been presented. Divided into four the head of his tried troop of weil-appoint- 
bodies, consisting each of about one hun- ed lancers. 

d red men, they moved slowly forward, shout- Rorming line at the distance of half a 
ing the usual war-chol*us, in imitation of mile, and approaching the willow pile with 
the voice of the lion, and were kept in a musical accompaniment from a mounted 
line by the vigorous application of the rat- band of kettle-drums, the squadron halted, 
tan. Numerous bangles, the reward of and the leader, couching his lance, advan- 
distinguished gallantry, glittered through- ced in front While putting his well- 
out the band, and the fixed bayonets, here- broken charger through all the evolutions 
tofore unknown in Southern Abyssinia, of Abyssinian manege^ he vaunted his 
gleamed brightly in the sunshine. Gain- prowess in arms, recited the prodigies of 
ing the prescribed distance, the warriors valor performed in the service of his royaf 
crouched on the ground, as if to receive master, and proclaimed his continued good 
cavalry. A gray-headed but energetic faith, and future bold intentions — his fol- 
veteran sprang to the front — danced du- lowers, at intervals, like the Romans of 
ring some time in a variety of uncouth I old, responding their ^ent by the loud 
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clatter of lance against shield. The har> 
mngue concluded, his spears were dashed 
upon the ground, and the chieftain, draw- 
ing his broad two-edged falchion, brandish- 
ed it in the air : ‘‘ Tocl-atoo^ Lmh^ Loola, 
Gv7nmoOi Ooooo/?,,” he vociferated, as 
he dashed his heels into the flank of the 
prancing steed. An instantaneous howl, 
and independent discharge of culverins, 
answered the signal ; and the wild troop 
swept past at a gallop to the farther ex- 
tremity of the parade. 

At the royal command, a salute of 
twenty-one guns was fired by the artillery 
escort, from the brass three-pounder which 
had been dragged by oxen below the wil- 
low stack. Great was the admiration of 
the wild Galla multitude, as they gazed on 
the glittering appointments and embroid- 
ered iiousings of the British guests of his 
majesty, now assembled on horseback in 
front of the watch-tower ; and sufficiently 
diverting were the remarks^ passed on the 
fluttering plumes of white and red feathers 
—their own emblems of bloody, though 
not chivalrous deeds. And when the can- 
nonade opened upon ears that had never 
before been saluted by the thunder of ord- 
nance; and a cloud of white smoke as- 
cended high above the heads of those who 
had hitherto beheld such volumes arise 
only from burning hamlets, a buzz of ap- 
plause pealed from end to end of the ex- 
tended line. Each echoing report carried 
to the hearts of the congregated savages, 
a powerful argument for future loyalty, 
and it needed little discrimination to un- 
ravel the royal policy, which had dictated 
so great an honor to his foreign visitors. 

Thirteen governors, clothed in spoils 
stripped from the lion and the leopard, with 
other conspicuous trophies of the chase, 
passed successively in order of review. 
Decked in emblems of blood — rings, feath- 
ers, bracelets, and gauntlets, with shining 
coronets and chains of silver streaming 
from their clotted hair — tokens all of in- 
dividual prowess in hand to hand combat 
with the king’s foes — the leader of each 
glittering cohort indulged in a long, ram- 
bling harangue, ere shouting the signal for 
the charge.. Many there were who wore 
the akoddma — a massive transverse beam 
of silver, projecting^ across the brows, and 
hung with a profusion of chains and pen- 
dants, the reward for the slaughter of an 
Adel, several of which respectable body, 
including the ras el kafilah and his fiery 
coadjutor, Ibrahim Shehem, were specta- 
tors of the martial manoeuvres of the Am- 
hara troops. 

Ant,; hateresting, though perhaps not a 


very military sight, was witnessed as the 
hours drew on. The famished governors, 
judges, chiefs, nobles, courtiers, and dig- 
nitaries of the church, who occupied the 
elevated platform on either side of the 
royal box, unable longer to resist the calls 
of hunger, were suddenly to be perceived 
in the act of employing their crooked 
swords in reducing the dimensions of sev- 
eral sides and flaps of raw beef, furnished 
by the king’s munificence, and ostenta- 
tiously displayed by as many menials — ^nor, 
under the well-directed and vigorous at- 
tacks of the assembly, were the reeking 
coilops long in disappearing. 

A few only of the detachments, whose 
leaders were not gifted with eloquence, 
charged past without a halt, from the 
ground on which they had formed ; and it 
is not improbable that these, having made 
the circuit of the palace inclosure, now 
swelled the pageant by appearing a second 
time on the stage. Others, dismounting, 
performed various evolutions on foot-an- 
cient heroes, with gleaming falchions of 
truly portentous dimensions, capering and 
striding before the line, until, on a signal 
made by the culverins, they vaulted again 
into the saddles, and dashed onward over 
the greensward, now fast fading under the 
tramp of hoofs. 

Last of all came the tall, martial figure 
of Abogaz Maretch, chief of all the trib- 
utary Galla in the south, at the head of his 
Abidchu legion, who closed the display of 
barbarian tactics. Three thousand in 
number, the sea of wild horsemen moved 
in advance to the music of kettle-drums, 
their arms and decorations flashing in the 
sunbeam ; and their ample wliite robes 
and long sable, braided hair streaming to 
the breeze. At the shrill whoop of their 
warlike leader, with the rushing sound of 
a hurricane, the glittering cohort clattered 
past the royal stand, and the moving forest 
of lances disappeared under a cloud of 
dust. 

From eight to ten thousand cavalry were 
present in the field, and the spectacle, 
which lasted from nine in the morning un- 
til five in the afternoon, was exceedingly 
wild and impressive. Did the warriors, 
who this day recounted their valorous 
achievements before the monarch, possess 
hearts of a measure with their good weap- 
ons and strong seats, they could not fail to 
prove the means of extensive power and 
conquest under the control of an aspiring 
chief ; but such unfortunately is not the 
case, and the speed of the stout hardy 
steeds that they bestrode, is too frequently 
exerted in the wrong direction. 
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As soon as it became dark, rockets 
which had been brought by the embassy 
were to be discharged from the tents by 
the king’s express desire. With fire-arms 
the Abyssiniatis were pre-viousiy acquaint- 
ed, and the brass galloper which had ech- 
oed so recently, although viewed with 
wonderful respect, was still only the en- 
gine on a colossal scale, to which they 
were familiarized. But these were the 
first rockets of which his majesty had 
viewed the flight, and the impression they 
produced upon his mind, as he gazed from 
his watch-tower, was scarcely less than 
that w^orked upon his assembled subjects. 
Night had thrown her sable mantle around, 
and the novel principle of ascent, with the 
grandeur of the brilliant rush into the 
skies, afforded matter of amazement to all 
spectators. When the projectile started 
with a loud roar from its bed, men, women, 
and children, fell flat upon their faces. 
Horses and mules broke loose from their 
tethers, and the warrior who had any heart 
remaining, shouted aloud. The Galla 
tribes who witnessed the meteor-like ex- 
plosion from the vicinity, ascribed the phe- 
nomenon to the use of potent medicines, 
and declared that since the Gyptzis could 
at pleasure produce comets in the sky, and 
rain fire from heaven, there was nought 
for them left, save abject submission to the 
king’s commands. 

The ceremony of burning the stack of 
willow staves ,on the parade, commenced 
shortly after this exhibition, and, superin- 
tended by his majesty in person, termina- 
ted the " proceedings of the busy day. 
Shrouded from the rude gaze of the popu- 
lace under the nocturnal veil, the ladies of 
the royal harem danced and clapped their 
hands together, as their white ghostlike 
figures moved in circling procession around 
the pile so shortly to he committed to the 
flames. Then followed a rush of torch- 
bearers from various quarters, mingled 
with the corps of Aferocli, and all reeling 
under the effects of strong old hydromel. 
Three hundred flower-decked fasces, dis- 
played bright and fresh in the morning, 
but now withered and faded, were with 
savage shouts and yells cast simultaneous- 
ly on the pyre, and a burst of lurid glare, 
which revealed all that was passing, at 
once proclaimed their ignition. Thousands 
crowding round the fast-increasing blaze 
added their tribute, and joined in the din 
of voices. Black crosses to repel the devil 
were described on the forehead with the 
charred wood, in the struggle to obtain 
which hard blows were dealt lustily about, 
and many of the competitors were even 


forced into the pile. ' The legend asserts 
that on the discovery of the Holy Cross by 
the mother of Constantine the Great, she 
caused beacon fires to be lighted on all the 
high hills of Palestine, upon beholding 
which a general shout of Joy was raised 
by the people of Constantinople. In imi- 
tation hereof, wild songs and yells of tri- 
umph from the inebriated Christians of 
Slioa, now completed the turmoil and con- 
fusion, and with the crackling red flames 
that curled up the tall dry staves, ascended 
high into the starry vault of heaven in 
honor of Saint Helena. 



CHAPTER LVI. 


THE GALLA CAPITAL. 

Angollala, on the Galla frontier, found- 
ed ten years since by the reigning mon- 
arch, is now the capital of the western 
portion of Shoa, and during the greater 
part of the year it forms his majesty’s fa- 
vorite place of residence. Thither he 
proceeded on the morning following the 
festivities of Maskal. Upward of three 
thousand horsemen composed the cortege, 
which was swelled every quarter of a 
mile by large detachments of cavalry. 
Led by their respective chiefs, each hand 
dismounted at a considerable distance on 
the flank, and advancing on foot, with 
shoulders baredi fell prostrate with one ac- 
cord before the state umbrellas. The 
negoos bestrode a richly caparisoned mule, 
with sw^low-tailed housings of crimson 
and green, and massive silver collars ; and 
he was closely followed by the corps of 
shield-bearers, under the direction of the 
master of the horse, who, by vigorous sal- 
lies, and the judicious exercise of a long 
stick, kept the crowd from encroaching 
upon the royal person, during the eight 
mile ride over the level plain. 

From four to five hundred circular huts, 
consisting of loose stone walls very rudely 
thatched, cover the slopes of a group of 
tabular hills that inclose an extensive 
quadrangle. On the summit of the largest 
eminence, near the church of Kidana 
Meherat, stands the palace, defended by 
six rows of stoht high palisades. A clum- 
sy stone edifice of two stories, towering in 
the form of a dovecot, occupies the centre. 
It was erected by Demetrius, an Albanian 
visitor, and is considerably superior in point 
of architecture to all other domiciles in 
the realm, although somewhat tottering in 
appearance, and deserted from an appre- 
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tension of earthquake, which holds strong 
possession of the royal mind. “Earth- 
quakes are bad things,” was his majesty’s 
remark, “ for they overthrow houses, and 
demolish my people.” 

The rugged ascent up the steep hill-side 
was thronged with spectators, male and 
female, assembled to greet the arrival of 
their sovereign, and to stare at the for- 
eigners. Paupers and mendicants crowd- 
ed the first inclosure; and the approach 
from the second gate through four court- 
yards, to the king’s quarters, was lined 
with matchlockmen and fusileers, who, as 
the embassy passed between the ranks, 
made a laughable attempt to present arms 
in imitation of the artillery escort at the 
review. Kitchens, magazines, and brew- 
eries were scattered in all directions ; and, 
with the long hanqueting-hall, the cham- 
ber of audience, the apartments of the 
women, and the solitary ceils, formed a 
curious, but far from imposing group of 
buildings. 

The despot, in high good humor, con- 
ducted his guests over the unswept prem- 
ises, and up a rude ladder to the attic 
story, which commands a pleasant, prospect 
over wide grassy meadows, intersected by 
serpentine streamlets, and covered with 
the royal herds. Upon a floor strewed 
with newly cut grass, blazed the wood fire 
in the iron stove, with the never-failing 
cats luxuriating under its influence. A 
dirty couch graced the alcove, and a few 
guns and fowling-pieces the rudely white- 
washed walls; but otherwise, the dreary 
chamber was unfurnished. “ I have brought 
you here,” quoth his majesty, “ that you 
may understand what 1 want. These 
rooms require to be ornamented; and I 
wish your artist to cover them with ele- 
phants and soldiers, and with representa- 
tions of all the buildings and strange things 
in your country, which my eyes have not 
seen. At present, my children may go.” 

Awnings had been pitched on the sum- 
mit of Debra Maskal,* the southern emi- 
nence. The weather was now intensely 
cold, and a fire during the evening hours 
could not he dispensed with. As the em- 
bers died away, and the smoke cleared 
from the interior of the flimsy pall, the i 
teeth chattered under the pinching exhala- 
tion from the ground. Rifles became 
rusty in a single night, from the heavy' 
white dew that saturated the doth — 
watches stopped beneath. the pillow — ^and 
heaps of blankets proved of small avail to 
the cramped and shivering limbs, which 


told full well of the white hoar that was 
incrusting the verdure of the adjacent 
meadow. 

In the filthy purlieus of the palace, and 
close to the outer gate, stands a mound of 
ashes and rubbish, mingled with the noi- 
some lees that stream over the road from 
the adjacent royal breweries. Packs of 
half-wild dogs, the pest of Angollala, lux- 
uriate hereon during the day, and at night 
set forth on their reckless foray, dispelling 
sleep when the moon rises by their fune- 
real dirge, and destroying tents in their 
pilfering invasions. I^ong before the dawn, 
the shrill crowing of a thousand cocks first 
starts the slumberer from his uneasy re- 
pose. The wild whoop of the oppressed 
Galla, who demands redress, then mingles 
with the “ Ahiet! AbietP^ reiterated by the 
more civilized Amhara from every hill- 
top ; and the memory of those who have 
ever witnessed the breaking of the glorious 
day amid nature’s luxuriant forests of the 
East, is forcibly carried back to the tan- 
gled thicket, where the campanero tolls her 
bell-like note from the branches of the 
spreading tamarind, and the wild ape fills 
up the interval with his deep voice of ex- 
ultation, as he pounces upon the bitter ap- 
ple of the wooef. 

Bands of mendicant monks next silently 
take post on the crest of a crumbling wall 
within spear’s length of the slumberer’s 
pillow, and by a shrill recitative, followed 
by a chiming chorus of independent voices, 
dispel the morning dream, while they 
scream with a pertinacity that bribery can 
alone quell. Psalms and hymns jj^ver fail 
to usher in the morn; and whqU^h©' as- 
perity of cracked and aged throatsM|fe-|^e- 
what mellowed by distance, the clitjft of 
Christian praise — now rambling wildly 
through all the varied shakes and intona- 
tions of a single voice — ^now swelling with 
the choral unison of many — is not alto- 
gether unpleasant. But greatly more me- 
lodious would it fall upon the mortal ear, 
if a lesson in music were taken from the 
warbling larks, which rise fluttering in 
; hundreds from the steaming meadows, to 
I lift their matin song — at intervals mount- 
I ing far and faint in the cool dewy air, and 
again approaching in one rich quaver of 
delicious harmony, as the feathered song- 
ster alights fearlessly upon the awning. 

To the cry of ^^AbietP* which now re- 
sounded so unceasingly in the still air of 
tihe morning, the Abyssinians attach the 
opinion that, on the last day, Satan, pre- ^ 
renting himself before the gates of heaven, ^ 
will continue thus to vociferate until he 
gains admission. On presenting himself 


hill of the Cross. 
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before the judgment-seat, it will be asked 
“what he would have?” “The souls 
which have been wrested from me by the 
angels,” is to be the reply ; but on his ac- 
knowledging inabilityto specify the names 
of those who have robbed him, the Father 
of Evil will be commanded to begone, and 
never to show his face tigain. 

Importunity is an attribute which stands 
prominently forth in the character of a na- 
tive of Southern Abyssinia. For hours 
together the numerous applicants for re- 
dress continue thus to call upon the master 
from every eminence around the palace, 
until at. length the door-keepers appearing, 
beckon the petitioners to draw nigh. Well 
aware, however, of the existing understand- 
ing between these servitors and the “ Four 
Chairs,” the very judges against whose de- 
cision tliey would appeal, they give no heed 
to the summons, but thrusting their fingers 
into their ears, do but lift up their voices 
the louder, until the king commands one of 
his pages to cause the whole to assemble 
in the court-yard, where, with shoulders 
bared to the waist, the parties fearlessly 
bring the subject of their complaint before 
* tlie throne. 

Opportunities were therefore daily af- 
forded of witnessing the dispensation of 
justice in this singular and anomalous land, 
where an Ethiopia translation of the code 
of Justinian, adapted to the customs of the 
country, forms the basis of legal decisions. 
The Petha Negest, or “ Judgment of the 
Kings,” as this volume is entitled, is said 
. to have fallen from heaven during the reign 
of Constantine the Great ; but its statutes, 
although liberally quoted on all convenient 
occasions, are not considered binding upon 
. the monarch, unless found in perfect uni- 
son with his own despotic pleasure. Dis- 
putes are first adjusted by the governors of | 
provinces, who, in the powers wherewith 
they are invested, resemble the feudal ba- 
rons of Europe in the Gothic ages, and of- 
ten perpetrate the grossest injustice. But 
the injured party can always seek redress 
in the court of the Four Wamberoch,'f' who, 
being literally “the bench,” are the judges 
civil and criminal. These dignitaries daily 
take their seat in the verandah of a build- . 
ing allotted in one of the palace courts, ; 
where accuser and accused deliver their 
conflicting statements in an equally ele- 
vated tone of oratory, accompanied by much 
theatrical gesture. The decision lies again 
under appeal to the throne ; and whenever 
the king sees fit to reverse it, the severest 


^ Wamber signifies a chair, ami its plural is Wam- 
beroch. 


censure is invariably passed upon delin- 
quent chairs. 

The lives and the lands of every subject 
of Shoa belong dejure to Sahela Selassie, 
and of their persons and worldly substance 
he is absolute master. Whether at the 
demise of the king or of the subject, the 
estates of the latter are again at the dispo- 
sal of the crown, and without the occur- 
rence of either contingency, the mere will 
and pleasure of the despot is alone requisite 
to their resumption. V iolent use, however, 
is seldom made of this arbitrary power, and 
it is rarely resorted to, except in cases of 
high treason or of offences against the state, 
which, in place of capital punishment, are 
visited by confiscation of property, and by 
imprisonment for life, unless the offender 
shall have taken timely sanctuary in the 
monastery of Affal Woira, where his per- 
son being held inviolate, even by the king, 
the monks can often mediate with success. 
Slavery, either limited to the offender, or 
extended to his whole family, and continued 
to his descendants, during one, two, or even 
seven generations, is a punishment from 
which no class is held exempt, but exile is 
usually substituted for offences committed 
by the clergy, the banished ecclesiastic be- 
ing then commanded to ^ stay not by da^, 
neither to tarry by night,” if he would avoid 
the penalty that awaits delay. 

In accordance with the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, a life for a life is the punishment 
awarded to the murderer ; but, if permitted 
by the relatives of the deceased, the crimi- 
nal is authorized by law to purchase his 
pardon, and to beg through the land until 
he shall have realized the stipulated ran- 
som. But the escape of tlie criminal in- 
volves forfeiture of property by ail his rela- 
tives who may be residing north of the river 
; Airara, and, unless he be produced, the at- 
tachment continues in full force during 
three generations. Robbery is usually in- 
vestigated through the lebashi, or “thief- 
taker,” who is indispensable to Abyssinian 
jurisprudence; and the unhappy wretch 
whom his imp selects, if unable to pay the 
fine adjudged, is visited by castigation either 
with a whip or with a cudgel. If a Chris- 
tian, he is then confided to the care of a 
follower of the Prophet in some of the hot 
unwholesome Mohammadan districts — if 
an Islam, to that of a Christian — the party 
on whom the culprit is thus quartered, be- 
ing in either case held responsible to the 
crown for his safe custody during his term 
of hard labor. 

In all the courts of judicature, interest 
for money lent is recognized at the rate of 
I one amofe per mensem upon each dollar. 
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No note of hand is ever exchanged, bnt 
the security of a substantial housekeeper 
ia requisite, who is termed tods.” Debt- 
ors are manacled, and suffered to roam 
through the country on this security, in 
order to beg the amount due among the 
charitably disposed, and it is a fact that in 
the absence of a “ teds,” either the. creditor 
or one of the retainers, is chained to the 
defaulter, and the happy couple thus linked 
wander through' the country together, cry- 
ing ‘‘ By Mary 1 By Mary I” until the re- 1 
quisite sum shall have been contributed 
for the sake of the holy Virgin. 

At home and abroad, on excursions and 
on military expeditions, the loud cry of 
^^Abiei /” salutes the royal ear from situa- 
tions the most strange and unexpected, and, 
although the land is despotic, appeals are 
almost always promptly attended to. The 
more importunate suitor, who will not re- 
main content with the promise of a future 
consideration of hi;*, claim, is sometimes 
visited with the stick, but no available op- 
portunity is neglected of listening to these 
endless petitioners. The halting-stone and 
the green turf are frequently transferred 
into seats of justice. Judgment is given 
while ambling over the fields and mead- 
ows ; and during five days of e^ery week, 
many hours are devoted to the unravelment 
of knotty points of controversy, or to the 
adjustment of the tangled disputes and 
quarrels of the liege subjects of Shoa, 



CHAPTER LVn. 

CHASM OF THE CHACHA. ' 

The king had oftentimes vaunted the 
extraordinary natural fortification afforded 
to Angollala by the river Chacha, which 
ibr two days’ journey to the northwestward 
rolls through a deep precipitous valley, of- 
fering a barrier impassable to human foot, 
and being then joined by the Bereza and 
by numerous other streams, skirts the cele- 
brated sanctuary of SenaMarkos, whence 
the combined waters, taking the title of 
Jumma, roll on into the Nile. Setting out 
one morning at sunrise through the “ sirk- 
osh her*,” he sent a page to conduct his 
guests to the junction of the tributary Fa- 
cha, which tumbles its torrent over a per- 
pendicular wall seven hundred feet in 
height ; and here his majesty, surrounded, 
by a crowd of noisy applicants for justice, 
already occupied his favorite seat on the 
brink of the giddy chasm. 


A cloud had overcast thq despot’s brow, 
for “ Boro Winkee,” his favorite war-steed, 
had that morning fallen down dead while 
exercising in the meadow. Taken in bat- 
tle from a potent Gaila chieftain whose 
name it inherited, the steed had long en- 
joyed a stall within the royal bedchamber, 
and strong fears indeed were entertained 
for the efleminate little page Katama, who 
had been the luckless jockey. But no pun- 
ishment followed the catastrophe. The 
boy was a court favorite, and Antonistye, 
his father, by far the most renowned war- 
rior in Shoa, was mayor of the corporation 
of king’s herdsmen, who take the field in 
independent bodies, and under the title of 
AbpJmrv^ form a distinct class, mingling 
with no other portion of the population. 

” What think you of my Gaila ditch 
inquired the monarch. “Have you any 
such in your country ?” 

There' could be but one opinion regard- 
ing the yawning gulf, which extends a 
full mile in breadth, and has been rent by 
some violent convulsion in the bowels of 
the earth. Fifteen hundred feet below the 
otherwise uninterrupted plain, tlie mingled 
waters flow on like a silver cord, fed at in- 
tervals by foaming cascades, which raise a 
shower of white spray in their headlong 
descent ; while frowning basaltic cliffs cast 
a deep gloom over wild steppes and ter- 
races, whose lone hamlets and cottages are 
scarcely to be distinguished from the fallen 
masses of rock. Vast colonies of pig-faced 
baboons, the principal inhabitants, sally 
forth morning and evening from their strong 
city, to devastate the surrounding crops, in 
defiance of incessant war waged against 
them by the peasantry, armed with sticks 
and stones; but outcasts and criminals, 
too, find a safe asylum among the almost 
inaccessible crannies of the abrupt, perpen- 
dicular scarps, where they sojourn below 
dense masses of foliage, unthouglit of, and 
unmolested. 

Deep buried in the bosom of the stupen- 
dous Chacha, and immediately below the 
roaring cataract, stands the little hamlet 
of Gureyo, the seat of the royal iron works, 
and thither, after the sylvan court had 
closed, the king descended, leaning on the 
arm of the chief smith, great master of the 
Tabiban, or mechanics, and royal physician 
in ordinary. The process of smelting and 
refining pursued in Abyssinia, has been 
common to almost every age and country 
from the earliest antiquity. Broken into 
small fragments and coarsely pulverized, 

* Derived from the AmhAric word “ ^ 

may eat up.” 


* i. e. The secret gate or wichet. 
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the ore is mixed with a large proportion, of . Medoko’s second reh&a(j|C ^ 
charcoal^ and placed in a clay furnace re- ,deatii, embodied from the am^l^^d^Is 
sembling the smith’s hearth, but furnished, of eye;Witnesses, will form the\W>|fa of 
with a sloping cavity considerably depress- the six’' succeeding chapters. < Th^ are 
ed below the level of the blast pipes. The designed to' throw upon the character ^ , 
non-metallic particles, being brought to a the monarch, and upon the customs of his 
state of fusion by the constant action of, court, a light which could scarcely have 
four pair of hand-worked bellows, the iron been atoitted teougii any other lattice.- ‘ 
with the scoria sinks to the bottom,- This -The standard; of. -revolt long wawed over 
is again broken, and re-fused, when the. the heatJien.-fibMier, and when the storm 
dross fiOWing'otF, the pure metal Js dis- which for "months threatened the subver- ■ 
' charged in pigs, which, by a repetition of sion of the empire, bad at length been 
heating and welding, are wrought into queileu by the. extioction of, the nery and 
bare t but owing to the very rude and prim- ^turbulent 'spirit that had raised it^ large 
itive . apparatus employe^ the unceasing offerings w^o made by his- maj^ to 
toil of ten hours is indispensable to the re- the diurches and monastenes tferotfgnom 
alization of two pounds’ weight of very 'im the imlm, in return for their pra^rs ; ' . 

ferior iron, which after all, in private works, solemn processions and thanksgivings were 
is liable to a heavy tax to the crown. attended by ^ exercise of evOry sort of, ■ 

‘ Embowered, in a dark grove of junipers, work of ch^ity and devotion.^ ^ •> 

on the -opposite brink of the Chaka rises . Among the royal retinue this day seated 

4he sito village of Cherkos, rendered 'before the vdlap of €herkos, was, a , 

famous a fevv" years since, through the man, of haughty and daring 
massacre of one thousand of its Christian whose flowing blacky mantle oo^oreu a 
inhabitants by Med6ko,^ a celebrated rebel, breast that must have been c>ftef . 

His proceedings occupy one of the most by ^trange,,emotions. , ft 
conspicuous pages in the chronicles of + 0^)10 

Shoa. Exalted by rare military talents bars of the 
and- undaunted f f I 

pinnacle' of royal favor, be became eMed youm w>m> is sa^ 
by the aistiBbtiom confem4 and 

suspected- of fiiaYlPSiinPfif tion arrest of his fatlier j, -. 

mi^D,«^8ndaenlybiuiedinto^^ S’ .^tfentioii being paid in Ae tropgf ; 

venge, the w^^.ttossed tiie -b^er to. nntil the. M outfit faldrVtjrheii- 
the subjugated, though w^Mnied, though d!^ 

whom he had so lately held 

who now with open arms receivcu niiF^® & ^ . 1 ^ 


who now with open arms 
their leader m revolt. of^tld cav- Ayto Tunkaiye, a gigailtic warrior, 

Atthehead of a greatly distinguished for his valor, who 

airy, reinforced ^7 allegiance, enacted a promihehtbart in Medoko’s ex- 

-i^d^ipouAngan^ But ecution, W^ also of the cortege; and he- 
me designs by finding side him WofiMoo, younger brother of ; 

fi® S&ilabie'point fortified by staked the rebel -ndble,^ ^h6 purchased restoration ' 

•f JiMtches— the deep rugged channel to royal favor at the expense of a deed Of 
iiO Chicha opposing, as he well knew, the blackest treachery. This he recounted 
iJi “msurraountable harrier in every other not only without a blush, but with extra- 
direction. Desertion, soon spread among ordinary satisfaction at his. fancied hero- ' 
the undisciplined rabble, and after several' ism. Apprebendmg a similar late with 
skirmishes with the royal troops, the offen- him whose cause he had espoused, he fled 
der sought an asylum ®at Zalla Dih^. " across the border, and found a safe asylum 
Through the powerful mediation of Zena- with Wodage Cirmeer a 'powerful Galla • 
ma Work, the queen-dowager, he was chieftain, long 4n open revolt, and one of ' y 
suffered to throw himself ait ttfe feet of his the bitteresf'-.®eiBies of the monarch, 
desp'otio master, and not onlj^ obtained Basely, assaseafi^iting his-'benefactor. white ' 

■ barloU.'but from motives of .policy was seated unsusMctingly in the open held, he • 


At the head of a vast 

T*oinfAr/'Afl hir a r‘^mber,f^':^nnat< 


Xltd cav- 
.atchiock- 


but from motives of .policy was 


all his former dig- sprang npo^^bis horse, and casting the 
, r ■ . ' head of at the royal footsfcooV'ni 


;t w' 


, jljcken*^#! his^&|dy, ad- 

vaiffen^ht tb’ 
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fell withoBt a wrinkle over his portly per- 
son, and ^bowing in devotion before hie 
superiors, the words of flattery flowed in 
profusion ffotn his honied tongue. The 
sins of the rich were easily forgiven, and 
the substitute was immediately produced 
for tile slight penance decreed by his lip; 
and the eflects' of his indulgence might be 
dlearly observed in the line muslin which 
•ever encircled his shaven head— in the 
glossy condition of his pampered mule— 
and in the gay ivory handies of his pol- 
! ished crutch, which were displayed hi os- 
tention, as he daily brushed through the 
court-yards of the palace. 

■ountTvmen. Tiiere was a, uuiu On many occasions, the audacity of Me- ^ 

u his erect carriao-e— his gait was proud, doko hati^ broken out uito open mockery 
md his speech haughty ; and not leas dex- oi the priestly rapacity ; but although the 
erous in the man^ementiof. his .steed, dark feelings oi revenge lankJtd in the _ 
tWn powerful ih'tvteWlBg his weapons, he breast ot the burly monk, yet t he scowling 
stSbflnTocklmed the most valiant, altliouirh look, of hatred was alone ventured in re- 
theXst insolent, of- the AnMta. His turn, to. the jibes of the great OTvernor atul > 
handsbi^ featiims and gallant deeds had first favorite of the despot On one fatal 
gained fKhim the palm of favor among however, when the fumes of the 

all the daiW of the -land. An acjuiline old hydromel had .gamed a pomplete 
nose stood proh^ient frbm his manly comi- cendency over the party, a bitter jest was 
tenance, and a bVnt eye sparkWd clear retorted by the exasperated priest, a fierce 
and daring under \ b^ishy' brow. The wrangle ensued, and. the holy person of , 
fairest daughters of loved to look FatherAsratwas violently spurned against 
upon the warrior, and rejOis^i to add their the wail by the strong arm of the hot-blood- 
beauty to his harem, or to* the ed chief. 

gifts of his bouhtitul hand ; A reconciliation had been outwardly et- 

note of female welcome burst fected by mutual friends, but from that day 

throat, as he curveted through tlie^ the most wily insinuations were used to 

upon his gallant charger shining in braX^ poison the breast of the king. The actions 
and steel, or careered' at speed over theW the past were vividly brought' tp.recol- ' 
plain, with his white and ^ crimson robe ' iectu;^n,\vords that had never be^to^^en, 
Streaming behind his athletic frame. e^^Kessions craftily 

t' Hiches, and honors, and preferments had a vn^ 
been' asain liberally showered his royal although 

'head^ bv the monarch who had’.sO fte- 
ouently received the benefit of his a§dist-' 

ance, and had been more than once m- nund* and the .rfewefl :int ^ 

Sbted for Ms life to the strong arm of the pi-essure to disctoge i^^nts. 
chief.' The memofy of past crime seemed AccoMmg to the mstomorC country, 

. toXve been oblitemted and forgotten. the royal princesses hv^ m totaK<jasiou 
i.u ndvc suited the despot's caprice 

' ' ** Sad he not err’d, his glp)^ had been ie&s Cage. A daUgL 

'a^'&wasnowraised'ta-the Wghpostof ter of the royal house will be ied^to the- 
Pernor- of all tl» Galla, and abogiz of nuptial altar on llie morrow,- is the sole 
' tte«uthera frontier of theBagdom. intimation afforded ; and the liappy bride- 

■ • Bnt>4ke* was no lack of enemies to. the groom is not aware oi tne honor to be con- 
■i'iSFaiiouB''ffavorite; and amp% «ie most ferred until the hand ot the ‘" introducer •' 
bitter of hWhupenents was on&;vi?So, hythe leads him from the group, which encircles 

' Mini tohgue^f insidious malihecmaderi- the throne, to the immediate i»riormance 
' Mivfeontributed-.ts achieve, tlwidovynail of tlie rite. But the stput-hearteo Medoko, 
Wl'lesuuoti&h^^tavest son «ff Shod- had contrived to h^old the beauty of tlie 

.^«-^hmed prinoeMi**:0oldfih hrtit;” and, 
liiS'Z- ' lateicated by^tkng succession ■ ot piro- 

'' -rk’-bad held 'ddrihk ^^Msivey,reigh^-. 'ferity, and stirred t!p by the deceitful pri'^st 

would' refuse* ho 

■ f»uii^**>Sieek from'iiM? ■'request-preferred by a cixief whose services 


a post of high honor, which he en- 
the present day, and which, occupies 
ntier of the Qalla dependencies. 



MEDOKO THE REBEL; 
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were lieM in such high esteem, he rashly gaz f " Bnt the answer of'daring^mshness 
resolved npon deman ding the only remain- which followed fell like a thahderbolt upon 
ing favor which the monarch had hitherto the coxirt-^^ The hand of the Prine^^S 
withheld. ' ' ’ ' Worka'-Sefri.” , * 

On a bright morning in Bfay, before the The rod 'of green .rushes dropped i^om 
coimneneement of the monsoon, a distin- the grasp of the astonished “ introducer,” 
guished cavalcade entered the outer gates and, chiefs and nobles half rose from their 
of the palace fortifications. The stately seats, as the mysteries of royal seclusion . 
person of the leader was enveloped in a were thus- boldly infringed before the mul* 
flowing robe bedizened with many crimson titude. ' But although the monarch was 
stripes, and a long white feather streamed irritated to the last pitch by this unprece* 
high over his raven hair. A gauntlet and dented insolence, he restrained his feelings 
bracelet of silver decorated his- sinewy arm, under the usual cold calm smile. ‘^We 
the token of many a hard conflict ; and the will converse regarding this business at a 
massive silver sword flashed from his right future period,” he said, and the audience 
side-, the emblem of high authority and was closed with an invitation to the chief 
place. The bearer of his silver shield to pass his last evening in the private apart- 
preserved a respectful space for the chief, ments of the palace — an honor confer?^ 

, and the dark war-steed, glittering in chains only upon a favored few. ' 

pd studs of polished metal, followed neigh- Warnings and advice were not w^titing ^ 

ing -at his side. A dense mass of wild, from many quarters, and recollec^^jj^ 

fiery Galla, armed with the serrated lance to mind many dark scenes 
and tough black buckler, closed the pro- transacted at the friendly 
cession, which, amid the acclamations of pot, who was well know^ 
the assembled mob, wound up the rocky gerous mood when lighted 

path of the palace-hill of Ankober. up his countenancp"'^^^ who preferred the 

The great door was thrown open at the quiet capture of enouiy to forcible seiz- 
last flight of steps, and Medoko advanced ureintheopqjtfljay -^ut the rash Meddko, 
to ihe audience of leave previous to his confidenbht^ hk ascendency mrough , 
departure to the seat of his government, servicp^ud."^®* discarded every thought 


The small latticed gallery had been decked ofe^ ^nth a^stout heart he entered the 
out in his honor, and the crimson velvet gioom*' n^ll l^he appointed hour, and un’- 
hangings of state depended in front, loaded^ der guidance of a eunuch proceeded 
with massive silver o'maments. Rich car- al .^S’ trough dark passages of the in- 
pets'were spread below for the convenience' 


of the more i(,vored nobles. The" office/ „ 9^ gamingthe inner apartment he toad 
of the household, uncovered to the Father Asrat'and his Msistant kneeiirgin 
stood in. a double row in firont; corner before their low desks, mum- 

monarch reclined upon his seat - f evening from the 

the open window, gavly d?/ ^ miracles of the Holy Virgin— divers flasks 

silk vest bordered with over which of potent spirits being as usual ranged on 
the folds of the usual of Abys- the wicker table for the entertainment of 

sinia huno’ cTacefu^y ^^ound his recum- the select company. All were in the high- 


bent figure- 


I est humor. The demeanor of the monarch 


Advicing t the prescribed limit, Me- was kind and conciliating ; and among the 
d6kpj ' accor^^^ the custom of ages, honors and favors which were that night 
Tw^strated^^^mself to the earth before tlie liberally bestowed, the priest received the 
' Solomon, and then, raising high office of chief of the church of the 

his haughty figure erect before the mon- Saviour in the romantic village of Cherkos, 
arol, he boldly preferred the isequest of his Theusual topics were discussed— the usual 
Iieart. “ Behold, I have brought a present Quantity , of strong liquor swallowed — and 
to the king, that he may hear me in love, at intervals the choristers chanted the 
and dismiss his servant well pleased from Psalms of David. The evening passed in 
his presence.” great hilarity, and the company at length 

Ten war steeds fully equipped, together rose to depart. ‘ . 

> with five hundred bullocks, twenty slaves, His heart bounding high with future hqper, 

and two large bags of silver, coin, were Medoko stooped low to pay the saluta&n, 
ushered into the court-yard- - The eye of of the night, and was instantaneously: ^in- 
Ihe- avaricious king brightene«J with satis- ioned from oehind, while a rush frw the 
faction at the liberal gift of his vassal, and front pretented every effort to Tai^ 'han,d 
spoken mom kindly than' 'upon ’life.. weapoB.'^ 

, the, desire of the aho- 'he position, 
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■but numbers crowded tbroug:h every pas- 
sage, and he lay stretched on the floor se- 
curely bound and hampered with many coils 
of rope. , 

^‘Fetters and a dungeon for the slave I” 
exclaimed the monarch as he quitted the 
scene of betrayed hospitality, and guards 
entered to obey the royal mandate. But 
ere the captive could be borne to his doom, 
a heavy foot pressed upon his prostrate 
neck. The smile of satisfied revenge play- 
ed over the bloated features of the mali- 
cious monk, and it shot through the heart 
of the fallen warrior. A deadly vow was 
muttered betwixt his clenched teetlx ; and 
as he lay foaming with rage, the words 
were half audible through his suppressed 
breathing, ‘‘ Let him guard his cowled 
, head T he can : henceforth to the Devil 
with .m> allegiance 
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ESCAPE -ilROjVI C^2i(;;nO. 

Medoeo had been hbx^-ied Jsiom the pres- 
ence, and urged along r<.ngh road 
with as much rapidity as'Vsssim^ ; hut 
people are seldom so unfortuii^ as Atey' 
suppose themselves to be. His. -wai 
not as yet accomplished, and a- slign, 
version had been already made in his\ ., 

' vor. A faithful follo^ver, alarmed at t& 
protracted stay of his chief, had silently 
stationed himself at the secret outlet of the 
palace, whence he -witnessed the progress 
of his beloved master, A devoted band, 
hastily collected, followed close on the foot- 
. steps of the guard ; and as the prisoner 
passed through the thick, forest of ‘Afer- 
beine, the shrill note of tlie Galla hench- 
man more than once fell on his attentive 
^ear, to convey Welcome tidings that he was 
not altogether deserted in this his hour of 

' .. As.the party climbed the rocky steep, 
wmvS fast sinking behind the 
greatimountains, and her, pale beams fell 
, coldAWei* the isolated rock of 'Ooncho, on 
, the summit of which is perched, the state 
prisons’ of the kingdom. Risihg a , lone 
peak- oh .crest of 'a serrated ranges the 
lower extfe'mty of the hill is rent ahd 
riveii bptheltartd 6f time, and nilmel'qus 
ravines clothed inbru^kYOoddip deep into, 
its furrowed bbsoir^Vlille the hare craggy^ 
' .rp is left toweling' hrgh’ and black over 
I wide-spreadrr^-tall^-s i?v#|ch^ on either 
their 


and strong gateways lead through Well-de- 
fended court-yards to a cluster of edifices 
which form the residence of the frontier 
governor, and the entrance to the places 
of confinement. 

Vanquished by fate, yet refusing to y ield, 
a spasm of painful emotion covered with, 
cold -dew the brow of the haughty chief, 
as his step, passed the rocky threshold of 
the prison. But the thoughts of a free foot 
on the mountain-side and the signal ven- 
geance tiiat would . follow, banished from 
his stout heart the usual feelings of de- 
spair ; and in ironical words he returned 
the salutations of his brother abogaz, into 
whose keeping he was about to be con- 
signed. 

Wulasma Mohammad was a fat imperi- 
ous personage, of most sinister expression 
of countenance, and much more to he fear- 
ed than either loved or respected. The cool 
healthy air of his mountain fortress,, and a 
quiet life of inactivity, had iilled his veins 
with a rich flow of blood, and he spent the 
greater portion of the day over a jar of the 
potent hydromel. His body had become 
bloated, and his mind bewildered, by the 
fumes of the liquor ; and dividing his” time 
between dreaming and drinking, he left the 
charge of his bolts and avocations to- his 
burly brother Jhalia, who, fortunately for 
the prisoner, was now engaged on the fron- 
tier, quelling a disturbance which had 
been induced by the stupidity of his supe- 
a*ior. 


The vulture eye of the abogaz tl) 
the arrival of the fllim 
Medtuv.- and being at the momVhifii 
to compkaLj^jj wiicthe> he eame 
oner or as 
ment and wln^ 
instead of chain^ 



factor. Believed fn 


le 

<^est, ah -order for'^fertain- 
gthrouMth'e apartment, * ' 
fetterl 'for the male- 


e ropes which had 



hitherto confined his 

was ushered with all ceKjy,..y.v thA 
great hall of the court; it ,ntil 

after reiterated requests on the of 
guard, and a solemn adjuration jjfe 
of the king, that the blinking jailer, 
ed out of his expected carouse, conseht^ed 
to take some measures of precaution. 

Built on, the only sloping face .of the'-, 
hill, the governor’s houses stretch entirely 
across the outlet, from scarp to scarp, and. 
from his immediate bed-chamber two trap- 
doors cover the passages to the inner re- 
cesses of the prison. A staircase descends- 
from, one into the vaults under ground, 
wjiere immured in chains are the state 
criminals, and the younger branches of the 
'royiil .family ; and a' passage leads through , 
j&e‘'Grthe^'to.a* series 'of small apartments. 
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erected upon tlie upper surface of the hl!l, arms served him well irthis hour of need, 
blit surroanded by strong palisades to the as clutching the ro«ks he retained Ws hold 
very verge of the precipice. The scarp for a second, in order to gain bffeath for the 
was of considerable height, and had never next dread plunge into the' trloomy- abyss 
yet been attempted by those oftenders Then botindingagain like the ailinghtOne, 
whose lighter crimes had enforced a resi- ,he pursued his avaianche-like flight till at 
dence in these more agreeahle locations ; length, bruised and bleeding, he reached 
and the besotted wulasma being in no the bottom of the rocky scarp, hitherto up-' 
mood to reflect on the strongtli and daring traversed except' by the sticky foot of the 
of Ms present charge, merely conducted lizard. 

, him to one of these places of security, and The shrill note for assistance, well known 

barring the door on the outside, retired to every Galk'ear, was speedily answered 
grumbling to the crown officials, -after ffiy his watchful followers; Crowding round 
leaving an ample repast, with lights, for their beloved chief, they quickly bound up 
the entertainment of his distinguished pris- his wounds, and after a short rek the party 
oner. . recovered, the beaten track. Placed once 

The wax taper was flaming and sinking again on his own good steed, he raised his 
at intervals over the untouched food, as form in the stirrups, and shouted' Ms W- 
one quarter' of an* hour was passed in at- tie cry of defiance. Each bridle. was- laid 


teiitive. musing ; but the peculiarities of loose upon the mane, and the wild ridfrrs 
the prisoner's situation were too striking phmged at speed down the flinty ravine, 
not to be immediately taken advantage of, now partially illumined bv the flash of the 
and he accordingly braced up his spirits for matchlocks from the alarmed garrison. A 
the enterprise. Having contrived with his brave spirit i's not to be subdued by exile, 
host’s knife to .remove tlie thong-s and sticks for every soil forms his home and his coun- 
which composed the walls of his flimsy try ; and away to the free plains of the 
dungeon, he crept, into an outward apart- Galla the headlong course was preserved, 
ment, where the stars could be perceived where Med6ko was well assured of receiy- 
twinkling brightly through an aperture, ing every, sympathy and protection. - 

To wrench the iron bars from the window . ’ ■ » ^ ' V . , - i ' 

' was the work of a moment ; and leaping ' - " ' * * 

from a considerable height, Medoko stood . ' ' ’ ' 

unshackled - in- tho cool air . of- heaven. __ — a -ormro t -v 
T here remained still many hoxrrs--t5f--'tiS^ CHAPTERLX. 

aight, and the darkness favored his under- ' b,stoeection of .the gaeia. ^ 
■taking, although little suited to the task 

to be performed ; but pali^de and paling ^ In the heart of the inountaln.range of 


yielded to his strength, and activity, and Garra Gorphpb-Stood a large Gaik hamlet 


after an anxious hour of exertion, he reach- 
ed the dark precipice unnoticed and undis- 
covered. 


—for' it has been since visited in wrath by 
the monarch — situated in one of those 
sweet locations which the children of na- 


Noiight broke the stillness of the scene ture delight to select The deep valley is 
■ -save the sound of the wind whistling over thickly clothed with the most luxuriant cul- 
the sharp crags ; and as the daring fugi- tivation,and its giant sides rise in a gentle 
tive stood for a time in meditation before slope, throwing out a succession of verdant 
venturing the awful leap, an owl, brushing terraces teeming with the herbs and flow- 
his cheek, soared away on noiseless pin- ers so well beloved by the pastoral tribe, 
ion ; the hoot which reechoed from below On one of these stood the village of Mun- 
seeming as the voice of a spirit calling to deeda, the residence of Goma, the great ' 
follow without ^fear. Quickly recovering chiefoftlie Abidchu. A bright green sward 
his confidence' at the omen, and nerving extended far in front, and the steep moun- 
himself for the perilous task, he slid down tain tliat rises behind afforded shelter from 
the face of the precipice, and recommend- the bleak blast of winter. A sparkKiig 
ing his soul to the holy Virgin, quitted hold brook, ever dashing in tiny cascades down 
of the last tuft of -grass which alone sus- the craggy face, glides away ip- 'a quiet 
tained him over the yawning gulf. Down, course over the enamelled-yn^dowr until 
down dropped the chief, until Ms very lost in the grove junipers which 

senses reeled again,; but his flowing cot- rest on the grassy knqll,- where 

ton robe materially assisted the miraculous the sacriffixs'ws performed in honofe-of the 
.'.descent, by catching the .sharp points and deitie»r&^^ where the listless heathdn was 
■ ; restraini^ for a moment the rapidity of his wont to dream away the boors dl idleness. 

■ , ’file strength of his long brawny The tenements, altiioi^hlow aiid rudely 
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COBStyiicted of stakes ond ijiifd, w©ro wann ; 
and commodious ; and - tlfe numerous posts , 
which rose from tJae clay door to support 
the thatch, s^erved as a resting-place for' 
shields and spears and swords, which had 
imparted to the interior the semblance of; 
an extensive armory. Everything was in , 
a state of utter confusion and nproar^ ; 
Large droves of wild shaggy horses and 
clusters of fiery savages were grouped oxi 
the plain outside. The ringing shout of 
the warrior mingled with the neigh of his > 
war steed, and the din and the clatter of; 
household avocations resounded from the 
interior of every hut. To add to the bus- 
tle, the Galla females were ruiming from 
house to house with their long raven tresses 
.sirearaingover theirbare shoulders.; while 
their short leather petticoats, with embroid- 
ered fiounces, displayed the well-shaped 
limbs and the graceful form, for which the 
.tribe are so. justly famed. 

- In evfery.nook large earthen jars, and 
wicker baskets filled with grain, were 
'steed in readiness to supply the demands 
for food, as each tribe poured in to tdie gen- 
eral gathering of the clans. Black eyes 
peered wildly over the gnnding*mill and 
the cauldron ; and the merry laugh at the 
novel appearance of the motley throng, with 
the-^mppressed scream of delight from the 

timid maidg n, a r oae— IW^ently from the 

dark corners of the hovels. ‘I^reparations 
were making for hospitality on the most 
extensive scale. A successful foray had 
that very morning returned laden with 
spoil, and the king of the Amhara had for 
once amply supplied the table of his revolt- 
ed lieges. 

Crowded around the cheerful blaze of a 
fierce fire' that was crackling in the centre 
of the largest building, sat a score of per- 
sons, who were beguiling the time until 
the entertainment should he ready, by dis- 
cussing the daring escape of Medoko, and 
the success which would assuredly attend 
the movement of the morrow. The dress 
of the greater number of these men was 
th 0 «' usual cotton clotli,' black and soiled 
with the grease of years-; biit the accu-. 
mulMed tSaassive ivory rings upon the arm? 
otech feather fioating over the mat- 
'"ted locks white with a crusty of mutton 
Btmt^ and. the spoik of the lion and the 
l^opax^dangling over the back, proclaimed 
the presenck.!^ the chieftains of the land. 
-Their gaiunt‘ and supple li’mW be- 
tokened^ a life, bl and endurarice, 

and their reslie^^ ovot the 

, with all of the 

black bul} 


covering to the host of attendants that 
thronged behind tlieir respective lords, and 
a few Amhara robes flaunted in white and 
crimson, amid the sombre vestments of the 
Galla group. But Medoko and his sons, 
towering in stature above all their com- 
peers, appeared in the full costume of the 
Christian warriors of Efat. 

Decked in silver gauntlets and armlets, 
with the graceful akodama hanging in glit- 
tering clusters over their manly brows, the 
master spirits of the scene were easily to be 
distinguished . The usual robe of peace had , 
been' well replaced by the skin of the taw- 
ny lion, which nearly reached the ground. 
Fastencled on one side around the sinewy 
throat, it allowed full freedom to the right 
arm, and only partially concealed the rich 
silk vest fitting lightly over the form, and 
the loose kilt-like trowsers which hung 
barely to the knee. 

The kindling fuel of insurrection liad 
indeed been well fanned — ancient wrongs 
were fully brought to rapid, and .vengeance 
was liberally promised. Few were there 
present who had not suffered eitherin per- 
son or in property, from the midnight ap- 
pearance of the Christian despot. Hered- 
itary feud and r^uarrel had therefore been 
laid aside on the soul-inspiring words of 
the chief, and tlie weapons been eagerly 
seized in a common cause, at the thoughts 
of the deyastatioBuwhich had ever marked 
the bloody track of the Amhara host 
These Galla tribes dwell with- their 
horses in boundless prairies, engaged, 
some in the cultivation of the fruitful soil, 
and others in the pasturage of th^ir‘;;iiti-- 
merous flocks, but all are eyer;fe^?’^‘'W 
the moment to mount for the ’h at llel 
foray. Baggage and hospita^R' 
to the wild array, and ratibm|^ 

\yhen required among the piuS^gd herds 
of the enemy. A scrip of forms 

the only luxury in camp. A greasy cloth 
infolds by day and night the body of each 
stalwart savage. Lance and sword and 
shield complete his equipment; and the 
hardy host, leader and partisan, sleep with- 
out cover on the cold bare ground. 

The wild hordes from the boundless 

f " ins of the Hawash, under the gigantic 
odage Girrae, first poured in their war- 
riors. The depths of the Moolo Faiada 
forests next swelled the numbers, and the 
heights of Entotto and 8equala had com- 
pleted the rebel force, eager for. spoil and 
for revenge, which was ready to cover the 
land with desolation on the morrow. 

' . The sacrifice to the Great Spirit had 
been that afternoon performed by the priest 
1 with every favorable result, and the pxepa 


FKAST OF THE WABRIOaS. 


rations for the feast of departure - were | 
now completed. Bullocks and sheep were 
sfauglitered by the score on - the green 
meadowj and beside each carcass an abun- 
dance of bread and beer were deposited 
for the impatient guests, who immediately 
grouped around the food, and with keen 
knives commenced the attack. A long 
wicker table had been placed in the centre 
of the largest apartment, and deep earthen 
vessels, filled with thick pepper soup, were 
ranged in double line, down the middle, 
wlnle cakes of every description thickly 
covered the surface. The chief took his 
station at the top, and the guests were 
squatted on their hams on either side. 
Slave boys, on their kness, supported huge 
jars of sour beer, and the females, perched 
upon adjoining bedsteads, were 'ready to 
dole out the more potent liquor. 

The steam of the bowls, containing a 
decoction of fowls, red pepper, onions, and 
grease, togetlier with the more offensive 
effluvia from fifty rancied heads and as 
many unwashed persons, were endured 
with the most stoical indifference ; and the 
feeble light of a few tapers that gleamed 
n faintly through the smoke, was just suffl- j 
cient*to reveal the rows of eager faces in i 
earnest preparation, and the gleam of the j 
sharp teeth whetting for the entertainment. | 
'I’he hum of voices in low conversation 
ceased on the moment, when the host, dip- 
ping a fragment of bread into one of the 
' large bowls, dropped the savory 'morsel 
into his elevated mouth. Every hand 
forthwitli felt its way to the provender, and 
the loud smacking of satisfied lips succeed- 
ed the suppressed chatter of tongues. Ser- 
vants, bending over the guests, amply sup- 
plied tlieir wants, by tearing the bread with 
their hands, and after a clip ancl a plunge 
into the greasy porridge, consigning the ' 
dripping morsel to the "first empty fingers 
that were protruded. No fork or spoon 
graced the festive board. No conversation 
now enlivened the scene. All sat like 
silent wolves engaged in a plentiful repast, 
considering that one thing at a time was 
sufficient for all men. 

The delicate raw meat was next intro- 
duced, and the dismembered limbs of sheep 
and oxen were placed a.s a dessert upon 
the groaning board. The servants threw 
themselves upon the flesh, and, drawing 
their long crooked knives from their gir- 
dles, cut and hacked the bloody joints into 
small squares, which were received from 
file fingers, and bolted with the greatest j 
‘katisfaction, until nature cried^pnoogh. ^ 
Then commenced the deep carpji^o- Horn 
was drained. Tkb presiding 


deities over the liquor jars were unceas- 
ingly employed in serving out their con- 
tents, and as the brain reeled under the 
influence of strong old mead, the words 
of contempt burst from every lip. WIio 
is the King of Shoa, that he should tram- 
ple upon men braver than himself? Here 
is our protector and avenger. Medoko is 
four leader, and he alone shall be our 
king !” But the uproar, which for a time 
rose wildly from tlie hut, gradually died 
away as the horn was carried with un- 
steady hand to the mouth. Warrior after 
warrior stretched himself to sleep beside 
the cleanly picked relics of his reeking 
feast ; and chief after chief, staggering a 
few paces from the table, rolled his head 
among the folds of his greasy cloth, and 
resigned himself to a heavy slumber. ^ . 


CHAPTER LXI. 

-MASSACEE OF THE CHEISTIANS AT CHEEKOS. 

The verdant meadows of the Shoan 
district of rf^aggee are strangely broken 
and intersected by low chains of barren 
rock, with here and there an isolated hil- 
lock crofvned by the abode of the Chris- 
tian farmer; while between each little 
eminence rolls -the lazy brook, winding 
sluggishly over the flowery plain, as if 
reserving its energies for the thundering 
leap into the great chasm, of the Chacha. 

Broken, Craggy^ Jtnd desolate, this mighty 
abyss sinks upward of a thousand” feet 
abruptly from the plain.- Its giant sides 
are in parts slightly fringed with delicate 
moss or sweet-scented thyme. A few 
small huts dot the scanty terraces which 
have been raised during the heaving throes 
of its production ; but the wolf and the 
hyena chiefly tenant the dark caves and 
slippery Assures, while the vulture screams 
her death note over the yawnin^r gulf. Su- 
perstition has wrapped the beetling cliff 
and the gloomy ravine in her dark embrace, 
for hei'e the captive toil*' in the bowels of 
the earth to procure the stubborn iron. 
The clang of the. .dreaded smith disturbs 
the stillness of day, and the chant of the 
hymn rises sciemnly in the morning mist 
from the adjacent church of the Saviour, 
which stands embosomed in a dark grove 
of jiwipers. Far down in the bottom the 
Cfiacha appears like the small murmuring 
miU-stream, although the accumulated 
waters of a broad plateau are there rolling 
in mad fury, to yield their^ tribute to the 
mighty Nile 5 and at frequent ihtervals the 
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moiintam torrents dash in wild spume over rary lake in the inclosed amphitheatre, and''" 
the frowning scarp which for miles, iu one each reeking^ thatch sent up its quota to 
uninterrupted precipice, forms the impreg- the cioud of thick mist, which was fast 
liable furtification of the land: settling over the low hills of Angollala. 

Near the commencement of this,fantas- The meadow brooks were swollen to the ’ 
tic shaft, and barely a gunshot from its brim, and the long plains, brilliant with 
brink, stands Angollala, tlie rising capital verdure, presented a pleasing prospect to 
of the kingdom, and the great outpost of the eye, although a most treacherous sur- 
defence to the upper pass into the Chris- face to the incautious foot The monsoon ^ 
tian land. Three” small hills which rise was indeed raging in violence over the 
abruptly from the verdant plain, amd in- land ; and according to ■ custom, the mon- 
close a circular area, had been judiciously arch, thinly attended by his household of- 
selected as a site by the w^ary founder, but ficers and establishment, alone occupied 
the settlement v/as at this date in all the the palace. All the governors and great, 
disorder of infancy. Only a few hundred men had taken leave and departed to their 
hovels, composed of most flimsy materials, respective provinces, the capital was well 
had been hastily erected on the sloping nigh deserted, and as night closed in, the 
sides of two of the hillocks ; but the small- few remaining serf inhabitants were seek- 
est was distinguished by the more impo- ing a dry corner in their frail huts to shiv- 
sing edifice dedicated as a church to the er through the weary hours of darkness. 
Ark of the Holy Covenant, and its table As the moan of the wind is heard pre- 
summit was crowned with an ample resi- ceding the coming storm, so. the hum of a 
dence for the negoos, confused multitude first struck upon the 

A few trees raised their stunted heads practiced ear of, the vigilant. The alarm 
to the cold bleak wind above- the, thatch of was quickly'spread by^he fierce baying of 
the various kitchens and ' storehouses," the'^bgs. The chant of the singer sud- 
which were crowded thick oyer the crest, denly ceased within the palace, and the 
and a deep belt, of the dowering tmhdr king followed by all the attendants rushed . ^ 
threw a zone of fragrant lilac blossoms to the southern palisado. Then came dis- 
around the royal buildings. Stones and tinctly to every heart 1 he dash of the horse 
rocks, strewed plentifully in every direc- at speed, clattering over the opposite heights 
tionlsy the hand of nature, formed a con- above the Chacha, as the pagan , host sur-' ' 
siderable impediment to the rapid advance rounded the devoted hamlet of Cherkos. 
of horsemen; and stout heavy wooden pa- The glare of light and the faint wreath of 
lings, which descended in a double or treble smoke next succeeded, as the torch spread 
row far down the slope, completely screen- from hut to hut. The wind blew cold aiid 
ed the royal inmates against any sudden gusty, and the flames wheeling in fearful 
surprise from the border foe. eddies through the mist, revealed at inter- 

A wide meadow stretches from the pal- vals the clifif and the crag, and theiT^sace- 
ace tumulus to the very brink of the abyss ; ful church reposing amid the4|rA^fe of 
and on the opposite height is situated the junipers hitherto unpoll uted^tefe^w^^of 
lovely village of Cherkos, which, 'from its the gentile. , 

beauty, had been formerly designated^ by The wild shout of triumpj^^mingling 
; 'lhe\,Galla “The 'Queen of the Hill.” with the shrill shriek of despair, :now rolled 
Sheltered by a. magnificent grove of ever- in fitful notes across the intervening plain, 
greens,' tlie hamlet overlooked the pleas- The whole firmament was at length illu- 
ant slope which efends to the verge of mined by one fierce blaze of light, and the 
the precipica, gayly diversified with rich conflagration was witnessed in terror by 
fields of culthation and plots of green the assembled inmates of the palace ; for 
pasture land, kb had been captured from the sacred precincts of the church itself had 
the b'Cathen by tliAlast king of Bhoa ; and been now invaded, and a group of priests 
although colonized % favorite Christians in their last extremity could be distinctly 
• of the court,, the revenhb«were bestowed seen, surrounded by a mass of the savage 
mpon the church of the which had foe. But the next eddy of ruist .from the 

been erected immediately belov^he" village boiling cauldron . between, shrouded the 
ha the dark depths of the Cha^S^a ravine, scene from sight. The priest Asrat shud- 
' and which was now under the ofcMiction dered at the thoughts of his narrow escape, 
and guidance of Father Asrat. * for he had only that morning quitted the 

' The hazy_sun had sunk |)eyond. the dark[ »acred shelter. But the eyeball was in vain 




aters of the muddy ^Nile ; .the rivulets ilfeto^inod to see what was passing. Bark 
ere trickling in discolored -streams from ness rendered its efforts abortive. By de- 
surrounding hillocki^ to form a tempo-, grees the- Same expired, and one home 
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■X shout of exultation from .ten thousand wild 
ti^roats rose over hill and dale, in. earnest 
that the work of slaughter had been well 
finished for that night, and that numbers 
'"were not wanting for the morrow. 

Hurry and confusion reigned throughout 
the capital. The king was advised to avail 
himself of the protection of darkness, and 
retire to Ankdber ; but his evening dream 
had been pleasant, and he was buoyed up 
hy the words of the strong monk. Shall 
I leave my children in the day of their dis- 
tress/’ he exclaimed, “ and the seat of my 
fathers to be polluted by the accursed touch 
of the rebel ? No ; death is preferable to 
such disgrace.” The royal gates opened 
to receive the terrified inhabitants, who 
came flocking up the hill. Every match- 
lock was lowered from the walls of the 
great hall, and distributed among Ihe young 
and able-bodied. Doors were barred and 
barricaded, and sufficient means of defence 
for a time seemed to have miraculously 
sprung from the' untenanted location. ^ 

The pens of the scribes were now wield- 
ed with vigor ; and each tiny letter, or 
token, or entreaty, was handedloTappfoval, 
* the wild horseman mounted on the moment, 

and his long hair streamed in the night 
breesie, as, floundering through the muddy 
outlet, he dashed at Speed over the eastern 
plain. 

The pressing call for 'aid flew quick 
through the land. The love and fear ot 
the king brought governor and vassal to 
the rescue ; and as hatred of the rebel’s 
insolence even stimulated the dull spirits to 
action, long ere the cock had first an- 
nounced the advance of morning, nume- 
rous bands from the immediate vicinity had 
assembled on the meadow, a living barrier 
between the beleaguered monarch and his 
stern foe. 


CHAPTER LXII. 

BATTLE OF ANG-dLLALA. 

The day dawned, but there remained 
nothing of the late beautiful village of 
Cherkos. Death and desolation had spread 
to the very gates of the capital, and the 
rocky ridge was covered with a dark mass 
of the Galla host. But the plains were too 
miry to support the weight of man and 
horse; and after an ineffectual attOnSipt 
from one or two small parties, the cloud ot 
war, with the bright lances flashing from 
its dark bosom, settled again upon the 
scene of slaughter. 

indeed was the sight which met 



the gaze of the Amhara;, as they took their 
position in front of the plundered village on 
the frowning scarp of the ravine, The’Op- 
posite crags were studded with the mangled 
bodies of their murdered compatriots. Men, 
women, and children had been ruthlessly 
sacrificed, and the thousand favored inhab- 
itants of a pleasant abode now lay stark 
and weltering among the rocks, where the 
strength of the fierce pagan had hurled 
them. The heaving“of an arm here and 
there, evinced that the spark of life still 
remained in some ; but the chasm was im- 
passable to the foot of man, and the wolf 
and hyena lay undisturbed, gorged and 
glutted after their reeking festival. 

The sun shone brightly for the few days 
following the appearance of the heathen 
host, and the surface of the muddy meadow 
had recovered, its wonted consistency. 
Both parties were anxious for the domhat 
which was to decide the question of su- 
premacy, for both were equally hard-press- 
ed for the means ^ subsistence. With 
their usual reckless indifference to the fu- 
ture, had wasted the country, 
and rioted in the destruction. The sup- 
plies brought to the royal camp were nearly 
exhausted; and the- king also, galled hy 
the presence of the rebellious army witHin 
sight of his capital, and having now suc- 
ceeded in assembling a much superior force, 
resolved upon giving battle on the morrow. 

Prayers and psalms had been recited the 
livelong night — vows were made at every 
shrine in the kingdom — and the ark of the 
cathedral of St Michael, had beem trans- 
ported from Ankober under a canopy of 
red cloth, to shed its holy influence over 
the Christian army. At an early hour the 
king, under the shade of the velvet um- 
brellas, surrounded by his chiefs, nobles, 
and high priests, and preceded by kettle- 
drums and wind instruments, issued from 
the palace gateway, and with his band of 
matchlockmen, took up a position about a 
mile from the town. 

During the night, detachments had been 
steadily moving from every direction to 
this fixed point. Column after column 
streamed through the valley^ or rolled down 
the sloping hill ; and as the day dawned, 
the warriors of Amhara formed a deep line 
of horse and foot on either side of the 
monarch, one narrow plain and ^the river 
Chacha alone separating them from the 
enemy. Nor were the’ Galla in any way 
slow to take their station, bristling in a 
dark front along the opposite ridge, where 
the tall figure of the rebel was dikinctly to 
be observed marshalling his wild forces for 
the coming fray. , > . c v ; 
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ariimeaced by repeated dis- j strewed with the bodies of numbers of 


eliart>-es from the king’s gunmen ; .but the 
distance was too great for execu^on, and 
a shout of derision answered each impotent 
^roiioY. The o'igantic Timkaiye first press- 
ed forward tcT tlie close encounter, and the 
cavaliers of Shoa were, not slow in followr 
ing his example, for many fought under the 
eyes of their wives and children,, all for the 
honor of the king and the glory of true re- 
lirdon ; and the number of their 'lances 
fearfully exceeded those in the opposing 

ranks. , , . ^ 

Impetuous in the assault, the pagan noso 
came down like the rushing blast, and the 
stones Honv far under the clatter of their 
hoofs. But they were fiercely met, by the 
ionoM'daded ' spears of the A'mhara, and 
everv inch of ground was for once stoutly- 
contested. The roar of the foaming cata- 
ract,- .whicli thundered down within fifty 
yards of the battle-field, was .lost , in- the 
hoarse yells -which rung through the air. 
The rocky bed proved fpr.a time the scene 
of slaughter, and tiie turbidwaters receiving 
numters of dying and wounded wretches, 
hurried them to eternity. At length, 
each individual singling out his foe, the 
contest assumed the confused appearance 
of a chance medley. The long lance met 
with little opposition from the cotton robe ; 
ani deprived of other weapons, Christian 
and Galia, grappling stoutly tog^ether, 
fought with sword and knife, and ^ in the 
fury of the inoraent, and in the excitement 
of 'the stma'gle, many roiled over the 
frowning scarp, clinging tightly together 
in the last embrace of death. 

Medoko and his 2:alkmt sons, were 


stoutest partisans, and to witness hisjbe- 
loved son, the youthful Plailoo, sink before 
his eyes, transfixed by a dozen spear- 
blades. A panic seized the pagans ; and, 
•dismayed and broken-hearted, the host fled 
tumultuously in every direction. - 
In vain Meduko performed the most in- 
credible acts of valor — his voice had now 
lost its charm and, crippled by a spear 
which had penetrated his shoulder— his 
proud heart swelling with indignation — ^he 
' at length perceived that the fortune of the 
day was not to be retrieved. Cutting his 
way single-handed through the sfiiiadrons 
of the enemy, he also gave the loose rein 
to his horsed and scoured over the hills. 

The sun had reached the meridian when 
the hot pursuit commenced, and the arm 
of vengeance was not stayed until long 
after his sinking below the western hori- 
zon. Every Arahara spear was dripping 
in blood to the haft. The stain of gore 
was on every cheek, and as the weary : 
warrior returned from the massacre, the 
chest of his. JadesL war-steed was orna- 
mented with the cloth of the accursed 
gentile, whose body lie had left to tiie 
fangs of the wild beast. 

After galloping for some miles along 
with the few chiefs who had escaped from 
the fatal field, a short halt was allowed to 
refresh the horses, and Medoko proclaimed 
his intention of accompanying the party 
no farther. Asylum and assistance ivere 
in vain ofiered ; the s'cout hea,rt of, the 


rebel had been quelled in the late heavy 
loss he bad sustained, and for a time at 

_ least, he bowed to the power of the mon- 

evmwvhereln the'tlnckest ■ of the fight. ! arch of Shoa. Short was the moment al- 
His shout, rising hieh over, the storm, | lowed for the explanation, for the pursuer 


animated the faint-hearted, and hie pres- 
ence roused to new life and exertion the 
successful partisan. Many of the Amhara 
bands were already reeling from the re- 
peated shock of the wild riders of the Ha- 
wash. wlien suddenly, in the very heat of 
tlie action, a large body of warriors, clothed 
in black mantles, and armed with long 
heavy spears, rushed down the hill on 
foot, and, prostrating themselves as 
passed the royal umbrellas, descended 
fresh into the arena. The fierce inhabit- 
ants of Mans had sped to the rescue from 
the hereditary estates, and their savage 
ferocity and ‘reckless bravery was well 
known! throughout the land. Tlie rela- 
tions and the household retainers of the 
rebel attempted to breast the storm'^but 
^ -they were scattered lOs®. autumnal leaves 
:i,l^fore the angry blast; .and -the -chief ar- 
' lived to the succor only to. behold file spot 


was holly crossing the last range of hills, 
and the band, after a hurried parting and a 
hope for better days,, mo unted and pressed 
forward. 

Medoko and his surviving son Chara, 
now commenced the more difficult under- 
taking of threading their path back again 
among the advancing Ainliara ; but the 
perfect knowledge of the localities enabled 
them to take advantage of every hill and 
hollow. After niany weary hours of anx- 
iety they passed the capital undiscovered, 
and urging their horses to speed took the 
road to iMikober. The Bereza w^as roaring 
from bank to brae, but the gallant steeds 
successfully breasted the rushing waters. 
The- king’s watchmen had left their cold 
posts, in order to take shelter from the cut- 
ting blast, before the riders swept down the 
rocky defile of the Chaka, toward the wood- , 
ed .sides of Mamrat ; and long ere the voice 
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studded with blood-red crosses and other 


;pf the brotherhood had risen in the matin 
^hant, the rebels had been formally adrnit- 
tea to sanctuary, and were safely reposing 
in the sacred monastery of Affaf Woira. 


, CHAPTER LXIIR 

TEAGIC EXD. OF MEDOKO. 

BHEAKixtr suddenly through the tangled 
underwood which springs luxuriantly 
among tiie dense forest, at the foot of the 
great moiiiitain range, an open glade is dis- 
closed TO view, with the tali juniper trees 
rlsihg-;uienciimbered from the emerald turf. 
The church-'oTAjfaf Woira and the tone- i 
ment of Abba its superior, stand I 

inclosed by a rough stohrWi^^aiid indi- j 
vidiial huts are scattered in clusters over I 
a gentle eminence which rises on the af-.eep ’ 
side of the river, where the indolent bro- ' 
thers, 

ITuJerthe shade of melanclioly oouglis, 

' ' Lose and neglect the creeping‘hours of time.’’* 

An. air of the most perfect repose usual- 
ly pervades the scene. The inmates are 
alike indiiferent to the blast of winter and 
to the cares of life. Blajestic trees tower 
high overhead, yielding undisturbed protec- 
tion to the vulture ainf the white Ibis. The 
“ monk of the wood,’’ the Gureza ape, there 
displays his variegated coat, floating in 
peace among the mossy branches and 
while every breath from beneath wafts up 
the perfumed air, the lazy monk of the 
monastery during tlie entire day basks in 
the sun amid the bright flowers of nature’s 
growth, gazing in apathy on the sparkling 
stream which steals tlirough the forest, half 
hid in a fringe of the willow' and the bam- 
boc». 

But bustle and confusion for once dis- 
turbed this dreamy repose. The priests 
had been engaged "in noisy choir, and the, 
sacred drum had resounded since dawn ol ' 
ila,y. At length the portals of the hallowed 
edifice were throwm open, and the holy pro- 
cession, under the thundering chorus of an 
Abyssinian psalm, streamed over the bright 
green sward. The gay umbrellas of ihe 
church, rich in satin and" silver, led the van, 
and tlie corpulent superior in his white cot-r 
ton robes followed the insignia, bestriding 
a sleelv mule, decked in metal chains and 
tinlding bells. At his side marched the 
bearers of the straight falchions, sheathed 
in scabbards of polished silver. A band of' 
followed, with their heads swathed 
in of white cloth, and their persons 
black woollen cloaks, profusely 


emblems of Christianity ; and closing the 
procession strode two hundred stout dirty 
monks, clothed in the skin of the wild an- 
telope, >dth their shaven heads enveloped 
in dark greasy cloths, each carr}ing in his 
hand 'a small iron cross, and each'joimng 
the tribute of his lusty throat to the deaf- 
ening chant. Bell and dingle rung again 
as the psalm increased in violence, and the 
cavalcade, threading the intricacies of the 
wood, proceeded on its mission of mercy, 
to implore pardon for the rebel who had 
thrown himself on- the protection of the 
monastery. 

The conference with the monarch was 
long and stormy. The royal vengeance 
was far from being appease"d, but feelings 
of revenge were restrained by his fear of 
the church, and more particularly so at the 
present jmTcture, when religious disputes 
1 ‘egarding the two natures of Christ were 
begmnino; to excite an unusual ferment in 
many parts uf the kingdom. Aii unwilling 
pardon was at iengtli extorted on the se- 
curity of the petitioning L^nd, and the tri- 
umphant monks returned amid the joyful 
acclamations of the female inhabiunts of 
Shoa, whose .shrill voices are raised w 
every possible occasion, and whose feelings 
were in the present instance enlisted in the 
behalf of their old favorite. The trip also 
wopld appear to have been profitable to the 
holy fathers, for it was currently reported 
that one-half of the remaining wealth of 
Medoko, was the stipulated price to be paid 
for the monastic intercession. 

The nature of Abyssinian feelings, and 
the custom of the land, alike impel the 
humbled grandee to tempt again the slip- 
pery ladder of power ; and disgraced for a 
time, the courtier, bending his neck to the 
misfortune, dances attendance on his ca- 
pricious master until fickle fortune again 
smiles upon his fallen condition. Unless 
enjoying the favor of the monarch and 
basking in the siiusliine of the court, he is 
held of no account whatever ; and the quiet 
retirement of country life is alike despised 
and detested by a race, who are not only 
ignorant of its pleasures, but who possess 
neither amusements nor intellectual re- 
sources. 

The property and estates of Medbko had 
not been confiscated, and months roiled 
quietly along, as, day after day he took his 
station among the courtiers in waiting; 
but the eye of the monarch was turned in 
cold indifference upon his former favorite ; 
and tliere were not wanting counsellors to 
whisper deeds of blood into Me ear. ' Be- 
sides the father confessor, the 'haughty 


the highlands of ETHIOPIA; 


164 

rliief had many enemies who were 
Tl, at the sight of the numerous band 
ofVell-etiaipped followers, that Medoko 
“t 11 e tertained upon his ample means. 
Cy also had lost «l^tio“s dunng the 
reheilion ; and misfortune nad not abated 
mie atom of tlie imperious demeanor which 
ever characterized the cniet. ' 

The feast of Maskal was now approach - 
ino- ■ and it being rumorea that honors and 
Siv«nt we?e to be again bestowed 
upon “the murderer of the Amhaia, as 
tlie rebel was denominated among the con- 
spiriiwband, measures were taken to coun- 
iemcUhe royal intention, it such had been 
really enterteined. The most odious cal- 
umnies were industriously circulated; 


carried to me paiaoc , auv. . 

hourly assailed on every side,_at length 
resolwd to test the feelings of his vassal, 
by the offer of an inferior post, jn^« 

leaving, ac-] 

cordino'^afeT'the etiquette, liis son Chara, 
?Ser with his retainers, m the middle 
-''"^ourt-va.rd, where shields and spears must 
be deposited, Med&ko crossed the inolcH 
sure, and alone and unattended entered the 
inner wicket. 

On tile several faces of the inner square 
are the entrances to the principal buildings 
of the palace. The great hall of enter- 
tainment on one side, laces the king s sta- 
bles on the other; and the artificer s work- 
shops stand opposite the balcony of justice ; 
but ail are connected by stone walls ana 
'stout palisades, through which private 
wickets lead to the interior apartments. 
His majesty had not yet taken his seat in 
public *; but the usual throng of people 
were lounging- about the yard, or seated on 
the rough bedsteads which line one corner 
for the convenience of the great. _ _ 
Medoko had hardly taken his solitary 
seat, when wreathed in siniies the fatlier 
^ cohlessbr approached his victim, and wlns- 
wrino- into his ear the .intentions of the 
^g^strongly advised him to reject the 
' proposal with scorn; and presently the 
^ four conspiring chiefs advanced trom die 
interior, bearing the royal preferrnent to 
the country which was so thoroughly de- 
tested, and which had been hitherto ottered 

only to men of low' degree. 

The royal presentation, although receiv- 
; cd with the impatient curl, of the lip, and 
. an indignant breathing from the distended 
/la/nii-runfl -in- I'nnrtftfiiia terms-— 


near the person of his master.' But /.cr 
different was the insolent answer ^ned 
back to the monarch, whose superstitious 
feslino-s Were further irritated by the pre- 
vious discourse and forebodings oi the 
monk ■ for a black bullock had been dis- 
covered lying dead at the threshold of the 
gateway, portending that on that day an 
Untimely fete awaited some one within the 

’'“^Fw^a tima BO word escaped the moody 
lip of the monai-ch. His features remain- 
ed fixed and still ; but a withering g aiice 
from his solitary eye shot over the band, 
as he dismissed them from presence 
with the cutting reinara, -That they 
were all traitors alike, and lazy cravens 

^“Kintwas sufficient to GuffaWoo- 
sen, the deck agafari, a man who stickled . 
at CO 'atrocity to gratily his master and to 
•^ve his own ends. _ After a hurried and 
mysterious consultation with six others 
equally unprincipled as himself, they pro- 
ceeded together into the outer cottrt-yard. 
Approaching by degrees, the band sur- 
i rounded the bed of the chiet,' who was lull- 
ed into fatal security by a message that, 
the king was about to ap^ar to reemye in 
person the refusal of office m Giddem j 
and while bandying a joke about the trail - 

tenure of the , dungeons, of Goncho,Jiye 

lono*-bladcd knives were suddenly sheathed 
, to the hilt in his brawhy»k; 

' Undaunted to the dfeathJ^Medoko reared 
himself with difficulty frOm' his couch, and 
his good sword flashed instantaneously 
from the scabbard. He had been unwarily 
caught in the toils ; but, like the wounded 
lionthe stood fiercely to bay, and-some ot 

the hunters paid dearly for their treache- 
rous sport. In the hour of battle his sword 
seldom required a second blow, and as the 
trenchant'blade now fiercely descended in- 
to the neck of the chief conspirator, the 
head of Guffa Woosen for a moment 
drooped upon his shoulder, and m the next 
his lifeless trunk fell beafely to the ground. 
Again the ruddy steel gleamed- overhead, 
but the energy was fast fleeting from the 
stout sinew, and Sehtiiko, although maike 
for life with a desperate slash over the 
face, succeeded, with the remnant ot his 
cowardly ruffians, in basely escaping from 
the scene. A general rush and scramble 
now ensued for the tops of the walls and 
houses ; and from these >]cvated places ot 
security, savage yells proclaimed the per- 
.-.r rlacstnnttv deed. Th© King 


security, savage yehs „ 

petration of the dastardly deed, p® a mg 
seized a double-barrelled gun from tie 


iudig;;nt Sthfes from tbe distended sefred a 
nostrihwas declined in courteous terms- wall, lest the mighty war _o ^ 
' f The slave of fhe king desires only to be tempt to storm 
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tribuife was paid to the single arm which 
had thus cleared the court. 

' Desperately wounded, the chiet now 
stao'gered across the yard, fainting and 
fallincr .more than once ere he reached the 
o-atewav. No doorkeeper remained to dis- 
pute the egress, and as yet none dared to 
cross the path of the stricken brave. One 
little inclosure alone separated him from 
his devoted followers, but his strength was 
fast sinking with the w^elling blood, and 
after swaying for a time irom side to side, 
utterly exhausted he fell, with a groan, 
upon his knee, in the last pangs of death. 

Tunkaiye, the great bulwark of the 
throne, was 'the first who recovered from 
the panic, and cautiously advancing with 
. the chosen of the Aminlra chivalry, he be- 
held through the wicket the situation of 
the chief. Rushing tough the door, he 
dealt a blow from behind on the neck of 
the recumbent figure, and the stalwart 
frame sunk to rise no more. One faint 
struggle of the right arm was alone to he 
distinguished, and one word was indistinct- 
ly murmured amid the gurgling of the flow- 
’ ing blood *, for the long knives of the assas- 
sins had penetrated . into a brave heart, and 
the victory over the king’s enemy had been 
already achieved. 

Crowds now rushed to the spot, and the" 
limbs were, hacked to 'pieces by the mis- 
erable poltroons amid the coarsest ribaldry i 
and mirth. One wretch, as he thrust his 
crooked knife into the late briUiant eye, 
exclaimed, ‘‘How is it that my father now 
bears the bite without power to brush away 
the gnat?” and. another, after succeeding 
with difficulty in hewing through the iron 
muscles of the stout arm, declared, with a 
laugh, that “ the skin of an elephant was 
composed of less tough material,” 

Deprived of their weapons, and of the 
countenance of the mighty fallen, Meduko’s 
son and followers surrendered on the first 
summons ; and a dog, carrying off his 
fathers arm, brushed past young Chara 
as he entered the murderous court-yard. 

. Stones and sticks were still being expend- 
ed on the remains ot mortality which were 
strewed in every direction. AH , human- 
resemblance had already been entirely ef- 
faced,* and a deep pool of blood remained to 
mark the dire tragedy. 

To this hour the stain is -settled upon 
spot*, and it is daily before the eyes of 
the.^epetrators of the outrage. • The stern 
warrior is never mentioned within the pre- 
cincts of tho palace, and rich offerings are 
continually made to all the churches in the 
land, to dissipate' the unpleasant dreams 
. which too frequentlyiraunt the royal couch. 


But although the name is now used among 
the Amhara only to still the unruly child, 
the gallant Medoko is the darling theme of 
the roving. Galla. The heathen female' 
still draws the long tress across her flash- 
ing eye at the recollection of his fate ; and 
the chief yet thinks with respect of the 
brave spirit, who could quell the feud and 
the intestine quarrel, and who had led the 
wild host with success, to spoil the domin- 
ions of the Christian despot. 



CHAPTER LXIV. 


THE GALLA BORDERS. PCOCLAMATIOK OF 
WAR. 

Shortly after the departure of the em- 
bassy from Ankober, a robbery was com- 
mitted in the residency *, and the delin- 
quents having been duly traced out by the 
iebashi, were sent in chains to Angoilala, 
and incarcerated in one of the palace court- 
yards. The principal party proved to be a 
slave of the king,, aided and abetted by a, 
deftera, who had been for some time em- 
ployed with his pen ; and the greater por- 
tion of the stolen property was shortly 
Teturned by -the hands of the chief smith, 
who succeeded the disgraced page in the 
office of baldoraha. “ Strangers have visit- 
ed me from a far country,” was the mes- 
sage wherewith he was charged, “ and 
while residing under my protectioli 'Have 
been plundered by my subjects. My name 
has become tarnished. I have beaten the 
culprits with sticks, and shall cut off the 
ears of the slave Wooseni, and sell him to 
the merchants of Hurriir.” 

Intercession, backed by presents, was 
successfully made with the king and queen, 
in behalf of the offender, a lad of ten years 
of age, and he was liberated after severe 
castigation, “ God must be angry with 
me,” sobbed the juvenile thief, who had 
once before been detected beneath a bed 
with .a pair of scissors in his possession — 
“ God must be angry with me, for I have 
only twice attempted to rob, and on both 
occasions have I been punished.” 

Among the articles stolen, which con- 
sisted chiefly of beads, were sovereigns of 
William the Fourth and of Queen Victo- 
ria; and suspicions arising in the royal 
mind that these were not of gol«$ as as- 
serted by the owner, his majesty proposed 
testing the mOtal by the ordeal of fire. A 
coin of the former reign was accordingly - 
thrust into the forge, and haying then been 
* immersed- in. water, was broken with a 
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hff tho conclave of smiths. “ Call disgrace whatever attaclung to Ms jll^i- 
“ „ hk Bno-lish gold?”- exclaimed the mate origin, he was regarded m &e light 
«her“e then is a piede of.Ahys- of a member of the royal family; and, 

5 void for you,”— and throwing upon brought up in the palace, he has succeed- 
“olmd the brass foil of a sword scab- ed durmg three severa^I reigns in mamtam- 

6 he laughed immoderately. A four- ng a position at court, which might now 
Sv piece was then exhibited, as a have been sacrificed by the clandestine pos- 
"=cmpwhat more portable and commodious session of a dozen ells of English broaa- 

■ Sni of exchange than blocks of salt,, cloth. The ^ ani^iie was, nevertheless, 
mid fte fivure on tlie obverse immediately , made to him in the course of a lew days, 
Sed the inquiry whether the queens of j by the addition of another village to his , 
England went forth with tlieir armies to landed possessions at Doha. 

battle since Britannia was equipped with Such pa tiy proofs ot espionage^ were in- 
Lar and shield, and was about' to seta variably folowea by some especim tonen 
varcti* in her crown like the warrior king of the royal good-will, ushered m by a goat 
nfthpAmSa ■ orajarof honey,as apeaee-oflermg. In 

A ciuarrel of long standing between Ayto this instance, after the despot had been 
Meikoo and the conimander-in-ohlef of tlie fully satisfied of the groundless nature ol 
omnmen, who ranked among tlie foremost his surmises, an invitation was tendered to 
Sf the court sycophants, had been this day accompany him the next day on a shooting 
brought for adinstment before the royal excursion, and a Galla ram, file “z- of a 
tribimal. The' award being found in fa- well-grown calf, was thrust into tlietem 
TO of the appellant, the Wker of the by a dirty page, who, as usual, composed 
horse, although a great fayorite, was hand- himself to siet^ in a corner after the due 
cuffed, and imprisoned in the breweiy, but delivery of his message, 
after a few hours' durance he was set at Saturday, bemv the Jewish , ^abbatt, ^ 
larvP, and his punishment commuted to a, bnngs rpt from aU labor, and is invariablj 
of seven hundred and fifty pieces of devotedbyhis mamsty^^iuwswusabioad. 

salt. “It is of no consequence,” he re- Starting on horseback at an earl} houi, a 

marked somewhat unwisely, “ I shall .cftfc.,gallop-m-seyeral 

^ ryamamoteka to the •■eomniandef7aiid 

he will pay the amount for me.” , pendencies, to an extensive, but nanow 

This boast had given ocdasidti to mall- sheet of water, vsrhere an. otter had latelv 
clous insinuations on tlie part of liis ene- been seen. “ It has hands, and nails, ^a,nd, 
mie,s,and after dark there came a confiden- fingers like aman, observed the mcmarch 
tial message from the palace, to the e&ct gmvely, and a head l*®.f and 

that Ay to "Meikoo was suspected of con- a skin like velvet ; and 
cealinff certain “ pleasing things” under- at the bottom of .the . 

stood to have been received from the for- grass, and washes it m the , and aij 
eivuers. But this imputation, -which,, if “F 

confirmed, must have involved disgrace would kill them With strong medicine, 
and confiscation of property, proved, fortu- Now is this animal fomd 'F’ 

nately for the accused, to have no foiirida- and how do they, call its nam. . 
naimj im uii- . But the appearance of numerous ducks 

A better instance could scarcely have a.nd geese soon diverted the royal attention. 

, been adduced to .illustrate the fleeting and Drawing up with his retmne, and rertmg 
' precarious nature of the despot’s smiles. Ms weapon over the shoulder ol «-‘jatten- 
■ m mother of the tottering favorite, a na- daiit to insure steady am-, the kmg kept up 
tive of Ambasel in the province of Lasta, a murderous fire with balk shot, and slugs, 
was for many vearstheAavorite mistress daring a full lialHiour. The weather w as 

of Ilatze Vioo, then e.mperof of Gondar, passing cold, and ever imd mion lus majee- 
on whoso demise she became an inmate of ty blew Ms nose netwixt Ms thiimo and 
?hesmXQf AsfaWoosen., AytoWa- fore-flnger,andwipedthemon l!iemantie 
di. the distinguished Gallagovemorof An- of the governor ot Bulga, who eagu l} 

■ gfillaK bei4 thrown Mto prison by the proffered it for. acceptance. A 8®"^“= "“t- . 

bitter monarch, contrived during Ms mcar- mution m the ® 

ceration to solace himself with the pres- feathered tools resulted iii no .itteiniJ ■ 

.. ence .of tlw lady,-and tte master ot the take wing, or even tp shift * “ 

**| horse was the result S.the intrigue. No credible though it nay appw^Me HTOig 

S.. , ° still paddled among the carcassef 

■JiK' ■ V ■' Tk, -of -tliek slhuAtereil comrades, as n no- 
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of persecuting the “ unclean birds, 

. which were not even taken out of the wa* 
ter, remounted and crossed tlie country at 
speed to a wide meadow, traversed by the 
serpentine Chacha. 

Bald coots were here playing at hide-and- 
seek, while red-headed grebes dived and 
u'arily reappeared for an instant, as the 
noisy cavalcade advanced. The spoonbill, ■ 
and ‘"the ieather-iiocked ^ibis of Egyptian, 
veneration, displayed their white plumage 
along tiie sedge-grcwn borders. The he- 
ron, the sriakebird, and the redshank, waded 
througii the shallow drifts ; and'geese, wid- 
geon, teal, and mallard, rose whirring in 
the air at ever}" step. But amid all this in- 
citing variety, the snowy egret was the ob- 
ject of the king’s ambition'; and although, 
after many unsuccessful attempts, he failed 
in .adorning his head with her unsullied 
plumes, he , retired perfectly satistied with 
' liis skill as a rideman, after a long stray 
shot had perforated the eye of an '' alata 
furdar This is a gigantic slate-colored 
crane, with eccentric"'red wattles, and sev- 
eral pairs, that were marching over the 
mead, had previously elicited most notable 
displays of guiimanship on the part of Hie- 
royal favorites. 

Abogaz Maretch, with his feudal train 
of Abidchu, joined the cortege as it pass- 
ed Wona-badcra, his seat of government. 
The treeless ei’panse passed over — a type 
of the entire Gaila territoiy north of Mooio- 
Palada, where forest land commences — 
consist's of wide valleys clothed with a ver- 
dant carpet of grass, clover, and trefoil, 
which, from their redundant luxuriance, al- 
most impede progress. Every little inter- 
secting eminence is completely covered 
with tiourishing fields of barley and wheat, 
and crowned with villages fortified with 
strong stockades : and one ancient ivoira 
excepted, whose venerable boughs formed 
in days gone by a trysting-place to the 
hostile pagans, not a single bush or tree 
was visible during the long ride. 

An extensive barrier of loose stones has- 
tily thrown up during the rebellion of Me- 
cloko, fortifies the southeastern environs 
of Angollala: and although confessedly 
inferior to the wall of China, it is calcu- 
lated to Oiler temporary opposition to horse- 
men who are no Nimrods. Returning 
according to undeviatlog wont by another 
road than that by wdiicli he had set out, his 
majesty passed through a palisaded wicket 
m this breastwork, wliich is dignified with 
the" title of ^M;he King’s Gate,” and'forms 
' the '^.ceue of the few public executions that 
take.place. Chiefs, governors, and visitors 
are accorded, the privilege, of squeezing 


through with the crowiied' b«t M-" 
lowers and people of low degree are com-, 
polled by the stick of the doorkeeper, to 
adopt a circuitous route over a belt of stony 
hills adjoining, which form a continuation 
of the defences. , 

The ascent to the palace was accom-. 
‘plished under the wild choral chant which 
invariably announces return from the ex- 
'cursion abroad. The road was lined with 
pilgrims clothed in yellow garments, and 
having .each a cross of .blue clay upon his 
forehead. They had been to perform their 
vows, or redeem their pledges left, at the 
sanctuary of I)e])ra Libanos,’^ chief seat of 
learning.in Shoa, and the renowmed scene 
of the miracles of. Tekla Haimanpt, its 
founder. Hard pressed by bis enemies, tlie 
patron and lawgiver of Ethiopia is said to 
have leapt through the trunk of a venera- 
ble tree, a seam in which yet vouches for 
the truth of the legend thatfit spontaneous- 
ly clave .asunder at his holy bidding, but 
closed to foil the sacrilegious assailants 
wlio sought his life. Being athirst, he 
prayed tinto God, whereupon the archangel 
Michael, who was his mediator, caused a 
fountain to rise at his feet,* supplied by the 
stream of the river Jordan. A crovss which 
he carried in his hand had been swe^it away 
during the passage of a neighboring tor- 
rent, but no sooner did he curse the waters, 
than they were dried up, and have never 
since flowed above the channel I 
• .yhe remains of the saint still cast a halo 
over spot in which , they lie interred, 
and tfre, pool which he blessed, retains to 
this day thupr.operty of cleansing the leper, 
and healing thApatient, however diseased, 
who shall immerse on either of the three 
days annually devoted to the commemora- 
tion of his birth, death, and ascension. Fa- 
mous as the most holy of shrines tlirough- 
out Southern Abyssinia, men of every rank, 
from the monarch to the meanest peasant, 
if unable to repair thither in person, dele- 
gate their substitute with oflerings accord- 
ing to their wealth. Having on his way 
bathed in the Segga Wadum,” or k river 
of flesh and blood ” — a tributary to the Nile 
formed by the confluence of the Sana Robi 
and the Sana Boka — ^the pilgrim quaffs the 
waters of the mineral well, describes upon 
his forehead’ the sacred emldem of Chris- 
tianity, and after kissing at the adjacent 
church of St. Mary, a cross -which is as- 
serted by the priesthood to have fallen from 
heaven, he' is secure against, 
witchcra.ftv The very earth front 'Be bra 
Libanos .is ^ carried away as ; 'Wtitoe to 


Jgg the highlands of ETHIOPIA. 

makilies'and aU who meet lie returning, not disdain assistance, ;and many ahapte 
Ston k prostrate upon the ground, and victim to G^a ba,rbarity sought a cure ior 
lisf^the dust from off his feet. _ his irreparable misfortunes. 

No sooner had his majesty entered the An exceedingly ill-favored fellow, stn- 
nalaoe gate than the sound of the imperial ding into the tent, eAibited a node upon 
?rum announced the presence of the her- the forehead, which he desired might be 
aid, and crowds coIleLd to listen; to the instantly remove^. ‘ The knife, the kmfe,_ 
royalediot. Standing upon the Ml-side he exclaimed;' ofi with it, my face is 
bemath the shadow of solitary stimted spoiled, and has become line tliat of a cow. 
tree which had it a tonirue, could unfold A ruffian who, m a domestic brawl, had 

San’y a talkf wo and oppression, he thus contrived to break the arm of liis^ wite, 
mocLmed in a loud voice to tlie multitude entreated that it might be mended ; and 
Lsembled, “Hear, oh. hear! Thus saith a wretched youth, whose leg had been 
^ Mng Behold we have foes, and would fractured twelve months previously, was 
ftSnole upon their necks. Prepare ye brought in a state of appalling emaciation, 
everyone tor war. On the approaching with the splinters protruding horribly, 
festik of Abba Kinos, whoso faileth to Amputation was proposed as the only re- 
present himselfatYeolo as a good and loyal source, but the master of the horse was 
subject, mounted, armed, and carrying pro- loud m his opposition. Take myMvice, 

visions for twenfy^one days, shall, be held he remonstr^ed, and leave this business 
as a traitor, and shaU'forfeff.his property alone.. If the boy dies, all will declare 
' seven years.” ‘ ' ' thattlie' proprietor of the medicines kffied 

‘ him^ — and farthermorej should lie survive? 

it will be said the Almighty cured him.’' 

f the practice of surgery directs 

the removal of a carious tooth with the 
CHAPTER LXV. hammer, punch, and pincers of the black- 

smith. Should venesection be required, a 
. A LECTTJBE ON PHYSIC. stick placed in the patieiit's mouth is tight- 

' THE mercy, and the medical skill of the ened by means of a thong passed round 
foiignert, had already produced their ef- the neck, and the distended veins of the 
feet m* a nation possessing neither of the forehead are then opened with a rai^ 
two. Woizoro Indanch Yellum, aunt to Cupping, performed by means of a horn 
his maiesty, being shortly on. a visit, to the exhausted by suction, is also e|tremely, 
court from Achun-Kurra, was made the 

bearer of compliments on the part of 2e- believed the 

• BamaWork,nheQueen-dowager,respect- spear arm, is applietl by a 

in*: She; pardon of the delinquent .slave ; pile of lighted cotton, or j^^M^wro y 
^■,fc^^.wj£re accompanied|y aiiadmoni- rapid friction. have 

'tionihW'fte British guostkofher son wonM united, badly, are Adi® te 

tlift fantirA; tif.thoir brokeu- -to .admit of their being piopeiiy 


Se cieTp® ordinary, it may also 
wondroS^tfeto^M the time of Sahela be stated, that splmtera coming away ^ 
Selassie,” concluded tliis message from successfully BUgphed b^ portions oi the 
“ the firoldeu and the prophe- skull of a newf^slam sheep- or goat ! 

cies respectinty the red nien have indeed But amulets and enchantoents are by 
fKS t^pas^« all classes held far more efficacious than 

Titefame,too,of the op^i^tioh performed the drugs'-of the Abyssinian^ possessor of 
withi such singular success ,upon the gov- remedies, ‘ which, of a truth, must be ac- 
ernor of Mebtshar had spread far and wide, knowledged to form but a feejd© matena 
and appVi’cations for medical ’aiC became medica. Inspity,epilepsv,delirmm,hys« 
dailYmiOTe numetous-^the patien):,1hj^ teria, St. Vitis’s dance, and m fact every 
of tendering a fee, invariably insisting, obstinate disorder foi: which no specific is 
when cured, upou the receipt of., some re- known, is invariably ascribed to the infiu- 
ward PriestSv, renowned for the sanctity ence of demons or sorcerers, and the pa- 
of their lives, a 4 mlie‘ci'in.-the same bteaith tient is either declared to be possessed ot 
fora white headsdle^^Md lot a remfedy 'a' devil, or to labor finder the disastrous 
fagainst disorders supfrilido^ed' by eating’ consequences of inumbration by the 
tei«8h o! fiartrldge^'5' Jpefi imns m : — 


MEDICAL TREATMENT--THE EVIL EYE. 


Nw of an enemy. Shreds of bine paper [ were respectively adapted. Two or more 
arb held to be preservatives against head- invalids, who objected to be seen, were 
ache, and the seeds of certain herbs are certain to arrive at the palace every four- 
worn as charms against hydrophobia and and- twenty hours ; and no subterfuge was 
disasters on a Journey ; but of these, some left untried, by which to augment the al- 
must be plucked with the left hand, and ready ample stock of pills on hand. ^*^You 
others with a linger upon wdiich there is will take care not to give the whole of the 
a silver ring, and all under a fortunate remedies to my people, or there will be 
horoscope, or they can avail nothing. none left for myself, should I fall sick,'’ 
Small-pox frequently devastates the land, was an almost daily message from the 
and a free boy of pure blood is then select- selfish despot But prescriptions designed 
ed from among the number of the infected, for his own use, %vere invariably tried first 
and carefully ^secluded until the pustules upon a subject; and the much-dreaded 
are ripe. Many hundred persons assem- goulard-wash having been again prepared, 
Me, and a layman, chosen for the rectitude directions were given to apply it constant- 
of his life, having mixed the lymph with ly to a boy who liad been found laboring 
honey, proceeds to inoculate with a razor, under ophthalmia, in order to ascertain 
Death is often the consequence of the , whether he died or survived, 
clumsy operation, of the origin of which The most particular inquiries were insti- 


iJeatii is oiten me consequence ot me , wnemer xie uiea or survived, 
clumsy operation, of the origin of which The most particular inquiries were insti- 
no tradition exists ; neither has any charm tuted relative to the mode of counteracting 
been yet discovered to avert the scourge, the influence of the evil-eye, and much 
While invalids of all classes daily flocked disappointment expressed at the imavoida- 
to the camp of the Europeans for medical ble intimation that the dispensarj^ of the 
assistance, applications were not wanting foreigners contained neither the horn of 
from the palace in proof of the reputation a serpent,” which is believed to afibrd an 
acquired. One of the princesses royal, invaluable antidote against wdtchcraft, no 
wdio had been lodged with the illustrious preseiwative against w'ounds in the battle- 
visitor from Achun-Kurra, in the crimson held, nor any nostrum for ‘‘ those who go 
pavilion presented by the British Govern- mad from looking at a black dog.” 
ment, found herself in need of advice ; and princes also fear the smalLpox,” said his 
on being visited, lay concealed beneath the pajesty, « and therefore never tarry long 
basket pedestal of a wicker dining-table, in the same place. Nagasi, my illustri- 
whence her sprained foot was thrust fortli oi\s ancestor, suffered martyrdom from 


for inspection. Divers respectable duen- 
nas of the royal kitchen, who had been se- 
verely scalded by the bursting of a pottage 


this scourge. Have you no medicine to 
drive it from myself 
Vaccine lymph there was in abundance, 


cauldron, were also treated with su'ccess, but neither Christian, Moslem, nor Pagtm 
when they had been given over by the body ha.d yet consented to make trial of its vir- 
pliysician, at whose merciless hands the tues. Glasses hermetically sealed, be- 
sobbing patients had been plastered over twixt wliicli the perishable fluid had been 
with honey and soot; and a mutton bone deposited, were exhibited, and its use 
was extracted from the throat of a page, expounded. "‘’No, no!” quoth the king, 
where it had been firmly wedged for three as he delivered the acquisition to his mas- 
days. But the cure which elicited the ter of the hor&p, with a strict injunction to 
most unqualified and universal amaze- have it carefully stitched in leather^ 
ment. was that of a favorite baalomaal,* “ this is ialakli medanit, very potent nipui- 
who, laboring under a fit of apoplexy, Mne indeed ; and henceforth I must ?vear 
which had deprived him of animation, was h as a talisman against the evil that beset 
suddenly revived by venesection, after fii- my forefathers.” 

migation with asliMco goomun^^ had been You must now give me the,pedicine 
trie”cl without the smaltest avail, and prepa- v/hich draws the vicious wate?^ from tip 


v/hich draws the vicious wate?^ from the 


rations were already commencing for his resumed his majesty, «pnd which is 


Interment. 

Medicine, in fact, now engrossed the 


bettm* than the earth from Nount Lebanon ; 
— ^the medicine which j^sarms venomous 


entire of the royal attention. Phials and snakes, and that wI;Lh turns the gray 
drugs without number were sent to the hairs black ; — ^ihe p^dicino to destroy the 
tent, with a request that they might be so worm in ' the queen, which is 

labelled as to admit of the proper dose be- ever burrowin^^aeeper ; and, above all, me 
ing administered to patients laboring under medicine p^th® seven colors, which sq 
complaints for the removal of which they sharpeu^he intellects, as to enable ium 

: - - : . who enough of it, to acquire 

Officer ofthe royal household. jHyras’s cabbage. eveiW SOrt of knowledge wltllOUt the 
■ 12 ' ■■ 


170 


THE HISHLANDS OF ETHIOPIA. 


slightest trouble. Furthermore, you will 
he careful to give my people none if this.” 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

THE CAIVirAI^N. 

Ih common with all other African po- 
tentates. Sahela Selassie never engages 
in war, induced either by public principles, 
by national glory 5 or, least of all, by love 
of his people. While the fear of rebellion 
and disturbance at home deters him ironi 
attempting on a grand scale to resume the 
lost possessions ot his ancesters, to wield 
the sceptre as they did, three hundred 
.miles south of his present limits, and to 
reunite the scattered remnants of Chris- 
tian population who once acknowledged 
lieir supremacy — ^revenge, the almost in- 
variable success attending his^ arms, and 
the insatiable love of plunder inherent in 
the breast of every savage, impel him 
thrice a year to gather his undisciplined 
militia, in order to undertake sudden and 
sweeping inroads, either for the purpose 
of chastising insurrection among me sub- 
mgated usurpers of portions of ancient 
empire of Ethiopia, or of asserting his un- 
stable authority over some neighboring 
tribe that may heretofore have succeeded 
in maintaining its independence. 

The wilds of Abyssinia are not to be ex- 
plored by the solitary traveller, and the 
opportunity now offered, was therefore 


warfare, while visiting regions hitherto 
unknown. Superstition, policy, and^ f6a,r, 
alike influenced the wily mona,rch in his 


Zooai in Gurague, distant from Ang 611 
one hundred and fifty miles j and this?^ir- 
cumstance fully explained the before in- 
comprehensible indifterence displayed by 
the negoos to the suggested j)reparatioR3 
to facilitate the,, .advance of his., troops. 
Keeping the secret . of Ms. real inteiitio.iis,'' 
fast locked in, his. own despotic breast, it is 
I the invariable practice of his , majesty to 
publish .a..majaifesto of',, the approachiiig ■ 
campaign, calculated to misleaQ his 'ene- 
mies; and he not mifreqiiently carries the. 

' deception so fiir, as.. to. ' make three or four 
marches in a direction quite opposite to, 
that in which he' had 'inwardly . resolved to ,, 
strike the blow. 'None have the slightest 
idea in what quarter the thunderbolt is to 
fall,', and as the fatal ' season draws nigh 
when the state revenues are to be levied, 
anxiously must throb the conscious bosom 
of the vassal who has fallen under the 
royal displeasure. 

Beyond the removal of muskets and 
matchlocks from their pegs, to be oiled and 
exposed to the sun before the porch of the 
great audience hall, few signs of prepara- 
tion were observable for the approaching 
foray. Angollala "was indeed somewhat 
more populous than usual, and beggars 
imore numerous and importunate. Greasy 
'Galla chieftains, too, were in attendance 
with propitiatory offerings and outstanding 
arrears of tribute,, and.' the interior of .the 
palace presented a scene of increased bus- 
' tie and confusion. His majesty was to be 
seen absorbed in the inspection oi venera- 
Ible pots, pans, and pipkins, which avouM 
have been esteemed iiwaiuable^ contribu- 
tions to the British museum. Tailors, silks, 
tinsel, and satin were in equal requisition 
toward the decoration of the imperial per- 
son, and the fat master of the horse, assist- 


auKe miiuenceu xne wuy aioirdruu m : son, and tne lat master oi me liurse, 
exptessed desire to he accompanied by his hf lliB elite of the household warriors, 
British guests. The presence of the | cobbling old leather with laudable assi- 

stranger being considered to shed a bless- , for the edification of a whole host of 
ing over the army, is invariably enforced ! eunuchs. But in the arsenal there was no 
by '-royal mandate, which extends,^,mdis- note of preparation , such -.as is wont 
crimwlately to all residing within the 1 |Ji.0Q0t|e European warfare ; 110 crowd- 
kingdem ; "and while his majesty, distrust- i 1^0* of light ordnance and heavy batteries ; 
ing the sojourn in his undefended capital-, r’.f4r- 

of so large a body of foreigners, sought 
the augmey-ation "of Ms consequence in 
, ■ the . eyes both .^f . enemies and 'subjects, the 
cause of humanity promised to be pro- 
moted by the chelk which the presence 
.of the European iaVuriabh, enforces upon 
the excited savage, dvMg the revolting 
and sanguinary scenes oK^ulting victory. 

Prom the fact of the umj having pro- 1 ana luuiougii a j-tsw 
vided rations '■ 'for" no more " twenty | vouacked on the adjacent meadow, and trie 
days, it was clearly impossible that ope- 1 black pall of a governor was were and there 
Ifttloas should be directed against Bakelto be seen, h was still diMciiit even to con- 


ncT commissariat, ..wmgon train, or sick: car- 
riage, and no Intemrliiable files of camels 
loading for the approaching march. 

“ Tlie fsteed...... . 

Tlie raustexiug squadraii, anti tli© clatterins 

had no place on the parade : the conipii- 
eated ami expensive equipnimit, aiid^tlie 
1 munitions of the siege, were alike wanting j 
and aMioiigh a, few detachments wore hi- 
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' ‘\ject.iire whence the army of the despot was 

ilbject slaves to superstition; the Amhira 
never fail to consult the omens before set- 
ting out on a military expedition. Priests 
and monks are referred to by the monarch; 
and the accidental fall of tlxe targe from a 
saddle boW; the alighting of a hooded crow 
■ in the path of a warrior, or the appearance , 
of a white falcon with the tail toward hlni,: 
are believed to augur unfavorably to sue- 
cess ; while the fliglit of a pair of 'ravens 
in any direction, or the. descent of a falcon, 
with her head toward, the army, are on the 
other hand esteemed certain prognostica- 
tions of victory. Por a' full 'week prior to 
the opening of the projected "campaign, the 
nocturnal howling of dogs had boded its 
inauspicious termination. One cm* bayed, 
at the' moon as she, rose; a second and a 
third, took up the vile; ..note,. and a doleful 
concert of liundreds gave birth in the mind 
of the' Christian soldier to presage of com- 
ing evil. 

'Ci|,ueen Besabesh was to await the issue 
of the foray at Angollala, and the command 
of the town meanwhile de volved upon the 
eunuch A¥.oida .M'ariam, w.ith a garrison 
sufficient to deter visits on the part of the 
Galla, who have more than once attempted 
to burn the palace during such incursions 
into their territories. On the morning of 
the day appointed, a ilourish of trumpets 
from the royal band proclaimed the exit of 
tlie„ negoos •from .the ;palac"e., and shortly af- 
ter sunrise, the imperial crimson velvet 
umbrellas: issued ' through ; the gateway at 
the head 'Of ti 'nitmeroiis procession. Cross- 
ing the green .. meadow, his majesty,., re- 
splendent in cloth of goicl. took the ro^^ to 
'the south by the 'wicket in the Galla wall, 
on which a strong advance picqiiet had al- 
readjr 'taken postd' Every house in Angoi- 
lala 'swelled the passing cavalcade ; and 
‘3acli valley r.n:l lisnilet in the environs 
aiarshalliiig its quota cf moiiiitsd warriors, 
die nucleus of the incipient army, before 
ndvi^iicfiig many nides, had become thick 
'iiid dense, Abogaz Maretch with the Abid- 
ehi:. legion, strtmnied from the stockaded 
hill of Ytrona-kiddra, ani! a band ofvetorans 
occupying the summit of an adjacent 'vock ■ 
rneaiiwIiiiG chamted the prowess . of - the 
royal 'warrior, who halted a few seconds- in 
acdviiov/ledgment of the Sattering eiilogiiim. 

Little or no a'fr&’iigement is : attempted 
during liie tirsl march, which Invariably ; 
:.er«nitiates at or near Yeolo, i-n order to af-- 
ford lime to stragglers to rejoin, or to^ adnait' 
of the return of those who may from any 
eircuinstaiice prove iBcapable of toil,' or un- 
■ prepared for the campaign. Immediately 
' 12 *^ 


in advance of the army, screened beneath 
a canopy of scarlet broadcloth, were borne 
on an ambling mule the Holy Scriptures 
and the ark of the cathedral of St. Michael, 
the miraculous virtues of which sacred 
emblem, throwing into shade those of the 
Palladium of Troy, are believed to insure 
victory to the Christian host. Supported 
by the crimson debaboch, the king rode next 
upon a ricMy-caparisoned mule, a small 
space around the royal person being kept 
clear by the corps of sliield-bearers, who 
were flanked on the right by fusileers and 
matchlockmen of the body-guard, and on 
the left by the band of kettle-drums on don- 
keys, witii trumpets and wind instruments. 
Numerous governors, j udges, monks, priests 
and singers followed, and behind them rode 
a curious accompaniment to a martial ex- 
pedition. Forty dames and damsels, pro- 
fessing the culinary art, with elaborately 
crisped bee-hive wigs, greased faces be- 
daubed with ociiie, and arched blue eye- 
brow's, were muffled in crimson-striped 
robes of cotton — a demure assemblage, 
rigorously guarded on all sides by austere 
eunuchs armed with long white w’ands. 
Beyond, far as the eye could penetrate tlie 
canopy of dust which hung over tlie hori- 
zon, every hill and valley'^swvarmed with 
masses of equestrians and pedestrians, 
warriors, henchmen, and camp-follow'ers, 
sumpter horses, asses, and mules, laden 
with tents, horns of old mead, and bags of 
provisions — ^throngs of wmmen carrying 
pitchers of beer and hydromel at their 
backs, and lads with glittering sheaves of 
spears upon their shouider.s, leading gayly- 
caparisoned w'ar-steeds — all mixed and 
crow’ded together in the most picturesque 
disorder and eonfusion. 

After crossing the Chacha, the country 
is no longer safe . for a single traveller; 
and owing to the fletermined hostility of 
; the various wild Galla tribes by which it 
is inliabited, ■■ small Anilia,ra detachments 
would .;.find difficulty in passing— the" inhu- 
man practice of mutilation being resorted 
to o.n all- possible opportunities, Tlieyoad 
-lay through an amphitheatre of io\yJ/Jokeii 
.Mils, rising amid rich meadow's pud helds, 
dud’-, clothed in parts with juiilp/r or camel 
■thorn, through dark groves c/w'li mil peep- 
ed numerous tiny Calla h-^Icts — the dis- 
tant landscape being l^dnded by^the great 
blue nioimtain rang^^f Balga, Garra Gor- . 
phoo, .and ■ SallaK Moogher, collectively 
forming a ci^ent, but towering inde- : 
pendeiSy in isolated grandeur. 

At the termination of the fifteenth mile, 
the -ladier and their eimucdis, having liov- 
©red about for mmQ time in Mcertakty 5 
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down, like a flight of flamin- 
goes in a pretty secluded valley, though 
Ihich winds the deep muddy Baroga. 
Tl^eir Iialt, and the selection made of a spot 
for the royal kitchen, proclaimed the en- 
campioa* ground under a naturally scarped 
table lull styled Gimbee Bayeilo, which im- 
parts its name to the spot. A fierce scramble 
for places ensiiedj and the several detach- 
ments bivouacking sub dho around the 
din^'j’y palls of their respective leaders, \vhich 
arose on the next minute, soon spread far 
and wide over every dell and meadow. 

The centre of the straggling camp, which 
could not have measured less than five 
miles in diameter, was occupied by the 
royal suite of tents, consisting of a gay 
parti-colored marquee of Turkish manu- 
facture, surrounded by twelve ample awn- 
ings of black serge, over which floated five 
crFmson pennons, surmounted respectively 
by silver globes. Until these had been 
erected, and duly inclosed by an outer 
screen of cotton cloths, the negoos, accord- 
ing to his wont, ascending an adjacent em- 
inence, with all the principal chieftains, 
nnd an escort of several hundred picked 
warriors, remained seated on a cushioned 
alga; and under the crimson canopy of 
the state umbrellas, watched the progress 
making toward his accommodation. 

Horses abound in the kingdom of Shoa, 
as well as throughout the adjacent cham- 
pagne country of the Gaik; but save du- 
ring the foray, they are rarely mounted by 
the indolent Amhara, the sure-footed mule 
being better adapted to his taste, and to 
the rugged hills that compose the greater 
portion of the rugged frontier. The note 
of war, however, had so materially increas- 
ed the value of the steed, that even the few 
horses required had been obtained with 
difficulty. Every old, unsound, and vicious 
Kozinanto in the realm was speciously 
presented, and in turn rejected, when Aho- 
gaz Maretch at length advertised his stud. 
Two hundred pieces of salt were the price 
fixed upon the first purchase ; and as this 
simll change was not procurable within 
thirty miles, and moreover would have 
formed the load of two jackasses, ten Aus- 
trian convention dollars were forwarded in 
lieu thereof, Qach valued at ten amoles, 
and exhibiting all the requisite jewels in 
the star and corontt of Maria Theresa. ‘' I 
have kept your silver,” was the chief’s re- 
ply, because you have i^ent it ; hut in fu- 
ture when I sell you a horse, I shall expect 
to pay me in salt.” \ 
a country where even the hire of a 
is dependent upon the arbitrary ca- 
despotic sovereign, and where 


the inferiors of the court, entertaining one^ 
and ail the most thorough contempt 
truth, are lavish of promises without the 
smallest intention of performing them, no 
little difficulty had also been experienced 
in obtaining transport at so busy a season. 
The preparations of the Briti sh party were 
therefore of an extremely limited nature, 
no member carrying aught but the scanti- 
est bedding, while the general commissa- 
riat was restricted to a small bag of flour 
with the jerked flesh of two oxen that had 
been provided on the occasion from the 
royal herds. But orders for the supply of 
porters, who were not to be hired, had only 
been issued at the very last moment, when 
the purveyor-general, with his customary 
liberality, reducing the kingly grant by one 
half, those finally furnished-r-three in num- 
ber — ^proved barely sufficient for the car- 
riage of rocket staves, medical stores, and 
surgical instruments required for the state 
service ; the flimsy cotton awnings and 
scanty baggage of both officers and escort 
being reluctantly transported by a few hired 
domestics, or lashed with sharp leathern , 
thongs upon the galled backs of feeble old 
pack-horses, purchased on emergency at 
the adjacent market of Bool World. 

When contrasted with disciplined forces, 
the camp equipage of the rabble Amhara 
was small and portable indeed. A com- 
iffissariat is unknown, every soldier^ and 
fol’kwer transporting his own provisions, 
whiclme limited to parched grain or sun- 
dried fleshy and as, owing to the rapidity 
of the marck and the usual absence of op- 
poMtion, the da^mpaign is rarely protracted 
beyond a fortnight, the system has been 
found to answer. Governors and leaders 
alone occupy tents, while every component 
member of their respective quotas, in defi- 
ance of cold and rain, bivouacks upon the 
bare ground, with his head upon the shield, 
and no screen betwixt himself and the vault 
of heaven, save the clothes carried upon 
his back. 

Strange was the sight presented as night 
closed over the first encampment of the 
chivalry of Shoa. Eockets were to be fired 
by the royal command, to instil terror into 
the breasts of the Galla hordes j .aiid the 
peak which rose near the head-quarters had 
been selected as the most centrical site for 
the display. Ascending from below, the 
hum of the- mighty host arose in the: still 
clear atmosphere, and the gleam of the 
bright embers w^liich ran through the depths 
of the valley, and danced over tlie inter- 
vening heights, until lost in the far distance, 
presented the appearance of a city of an- 
cient days, whereof the great arteries berng 
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lit up during the nocturnal hours, full but the legions of Shoa and Eiht are arous- 
scSpe was allowed to the imagination to ed' to victory by the shrill crowino* of a 
populate at pleasure the intervening gloom, cock, which is invariably carried with the 
The appearance at Aiigollala of the mus-^ army, in one of the wicker baskets, form- 
kets presented to his majesty by the British ing the pedestal of the banonotin^' table 
government had already caused no incon- One hundred and fif^r.sixchoristersrtermed 
siderable consternation, it being the gen- a$maroc\ are entertained at the expense 
eraily received belief that the bayonet, liith- of the crown, upon extensive o-rants of land 
erto a stranger in the land, formed a great to chant psalms and hymns each iivelono' 
receptacle for poisonous spells. The roar night of the entire vear. Twelve are 
of each flight of fire rainers ” now pro- brought on duty every month, and their 
duced a panic ^from end to end of the scat- vigils, which are invariably kept standing’, 
tered camp, ii buzz and a clamor of voices are observed with more than usual strict- 
foiiowed eacn luminous ascent, to burst ness during the continuance of a military 
forth into a loud peal of woncler when the expedition. Throughout the hours of dark- 
biilliant show ei of meteors fell after the ness the loud chorus arose from the pavii- 
explosion. Confusion ensued ; and as hor- ion without a moment’s intermission the 
ses and mules, bursting from their pickets, vocaMabors around the iiolv ark ceasinc 
scoured a\vay in tOTor, pursued by hrach- only with the approach of Wn, as an^^ 
man and by warrior, their figures, flitting noiinced by the merry notes of chanticleer 
m dim perspective before glimmering bale- Many detachments beiiio* still in the rear* 
fires, countless as the stars that spangled a halt was directed with a view to admit 
the firmament above, seemed shades called of their joining the head quarters, and the 
nito existence by some magic agency, and king, escorted by two thousand cavalry, 
doubtless proved to the gazing monarch, made an excursion to a knoll at some dis- 
that the political ^olqec^ in contemplation tance from the encampment, whence on a 
had been well ana fully accomplished. range stretching to the south-eastw’ard, the 
Habitual suspicion on the part of the hill of Bafofa was conspicuous. Hereon 
despot inducing him to apprehend deser- Ms majesty has recently erected a palace, 
tion to the enemy, the arms of the fusiieers wthich he rarely visits e.xcepf for the pur- 
of the body-guard were piled, according to pose of controlling by his nresence the 
long-established usage, m one of the royal disaffected-an(i turbulent Galla whose 
tents and strongly guarded. The chiefs continual^ outbreaks render it a for from 
and nobles then sat dowm to a repast in agreeable place of residence, Gazinn- for 
the pavilion, wfliere hydromel and beer and hours over the extensive tract of "’rich 
raw flesh were in regal profusion. As the meadow land which lav stretched like a 
horn circulated briskly, and the spirits of map at his feet, the mind^f the contempla- 
the guests mounted in proportion, it was tive monarch, occasionally directed to the 
curious to listen to tlie vaunts of coming administration of justice.'' appeared to be 
prowess that arose from the board. No chiefly engrossed with the comino- chapter 
limit was placed upon the victims who of events, and to be abstractedly scannino* 
were to be gathered to their fathers, and the direction in which to pounce upon the 
loyalty and devotion knew no bounds, surroundino* foe. ^ 

“ You are the adorners,” stammered one, The favorite dancing o-irl meanwhile at- 
as the party broke up, who had been deco- tuning her shrill throa^to sono- laudatory 
rated by his English friends ; “ you gave of her own vocal powers, and of her happy 
me scarlet broadcloth, and behold I have state of independence, in wild thoufrh fS 
reserved the gift for the present occasion, from pleasing notes carolled ever and anon 
This garment will bring me signal success, as the spirit bf the niglitm.o-ale entered into 
for the pagan who espies a crimson cloak her soul, 
over the shoulder of the Amhara, believing 
him to be a warrior of distinguished valor, 'NofciTn 

takes like an ass to ins heels, and is spear- ’Tis mine alone tlirough the livelong day 
ed without the slightest danger.” .. To charm the king with my roundelay.' 

“ Task have I none, no toil to share, 

— — - Nor wood to fetch, nor load to bear ; 

’Tis mine alone but to dance and sing 

CHAPTER LXVn. And drink tptte health of n>y iori the 


TWIT enemt’s roTisTTiv “Pity IS It, remarked one of the party, 

THE ENEMT t, coOTTET. ct si„ce the damsel has so little to do, that 

Rohe is said to have subdued the world she does not that little better.” 
tinder the direction of a hen and chickens, “ What fault have you to find with her 
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erformance ?” growled the chief .smith 

4-ha, cjinttlA fAlflsi nf biff lion- 


irom beneath the ample folds of hi^s lion- 
,j-in doak. enveloped la. which he had 
composed himself to rest under the shadow 
of an adjacent bush; — ‘‘what fault have 
Tou to find with the king’s asmari 7 She 
sings according to the iashion of her own 
country, and that is surely sufficient.” 

Early the ensuing morning, the royal 
drums ‘'heat to saddle, and in half an hour 
the army, which had swelled meanwhile 
to about hfteeii thousand fighting men, 
was in motion over a country especially 
favorable to advance. Some military pre-, 
cautions were now observed, large brigades 
of horse serving as flanking parties, and 
the heights to the right and left being 
crowned with patrols, as the state umbrel- 
las advanced over the level greensward, 
at the rate of three miles an hour. The 
king, with a few favorite chiefs, preceded 
by Ayto Berri, the quarter-master-general, 
and by the corps of guides escorting the 
holy ark and book of the law, led the host, 
which, extending for miles and miles to 
the rear, came pouring over the Mils, and 
down the valleys, like a swollen -river 
bursting its hanks, and overflowing the 
entire country. 

The military system of Shoa being en- 
tirely feudal, each governor of the realm 
is required to furnish his contingent of 
militia in proportion to his landed ten]ui:e— . 
his peasantry being at all times ready 
for the foray, and expected to purvey 
horse, arms, and provisions, without pay- 
ment from the state. Four hundred fusi- 
ieers, bondsmen of the king, alone receive 
pay — eight pieces of salt, value one shil- 
ling and eight-pence, being disbursed an- 
nually to each, in addition to the food and 
raiment granted to every royal slave. 
Little discipline exists in the army thus 
composed, but considerable tact is evinced 
ill its organization and distribution — small 
confidence being reposed in that portion 
which is not drawn from ancient posses- 
sions. 

Of tliree grand divisions, the centre, 
commanded by his majesty in person, 
consisted of the Zi/gMamiock; under Ayto 
Melkoo, master of the horse f the 
sliakri or shield-bearers, and the, detach- 
ment of the collector of newly-levied tri- 
bute. Immediately on the left flank were 
the fiisiieers of Ayto Katama, commander- 
in-chief of the body-guard, behind whom 
came the wolzhieiocli^ or females of the 
royal kitchen; — then the legion of Ayto 
Guebroo, governor of Mentshar, and, last- 
ly, the detachments of Shoa-Meda, of Morat, 
and MoraMetie. 



The van, consisting of skirmishers, 
invariably led by the great governor of tlie 
subjugatkl Galla, niicler the title of y;orari. 
Wi'tli : Abogaz Maretch, who now filled 
this important po,st, were the tried gover- 
nors of, Bulga,., Eembibit, G61a, and Ootu» 
ba, whose respective, detachments '.are 
Christians, and ' who , .are, .all drawn from 
the neighborhood, where intercourse ■ with, 
the Galla is^ most frequent.' The .third, di- 
vision, or rear-guard,; is ,comm,anded,J)y the 
general styled woho, who.' ; is ,„ arbitrarily 
chosen ■ from' 'the seats, of seven goyem- 
ments in the .north, vi,zr Gidd:em,,Geshes, 
Antzochia, Mans, Kaa, Gabriel,, and Efrata < 
—the same individual being- never selected 
on tivo consecutive expeditions. 

. . By the, continual -exercise of.liis, s,,talf, 
the master of the horse, assisted by the 
shield-bearers, contrived to preserve the 
proper distance betw’een the van of the 
army and the royal person, but confusion 
reigned elsewhere. Warriors were hud- 
dled together without order or arrange- 
ment, and every trooper selecting his own 
position in the detachment to which he 
belonged, diverted himself by devisixUg the 
death of the numerous bares that scam- 
pered through the army, and, strange to 
say, often threaded the maze of hoofs in 
safety. , ' -y 

During. the early part of the march, 
herds .of cattle grazing quietly in the pas- 
tures around various hamlets, proclaimed 
a subjugated tribe ; and clans of tributary 
Galla, each led by its respecti ve chief, in 
some fantastic cokume formerly received 
at the royal hands, met his majesty at in- 
tervals, in order to present tribute either 
in horses or kine — the wdiole greasy band 
dismounting at a respectful distance on, 
the flank, hurrying before the despot’s 
path, and with bosoms bared, prostrating 
themselves simultaneously upon the earth. 
Little respect, however, %vas paid to stand- 
ing crops— field after field of lipeiiing coiii, 
being trampled le^el' with the .ground, in 
spite of the remonstrance of the disconso- 
late husbandmen, wdio,- with heavy stones 


upon their heads, threw themselves at tJie 
feet of the king with loud ' and reiterated 
appeals. 

-"The ' couTs-e . avas generally soutiiwesty 
and coiijec.ture was on the rack as to thcf 
scene of active operations, and tlie ultimate 
destination of .the. army S'-. But the secret 
still remaining with its royaljeader, any 
new speculation on the subject did but 
elicit the old remark, “ The belly of the 
master is not know.ii.” , Chbiisters con.-, 
tinned to beguile the tedious march wdtli 
their rambling stanzas, and to pour out 
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^riil strains of melody like the notes; of 
wild bird. The roagh-riders galloped 
before the van of the host, to exhibit the 
paoes of steeds received in tribute : and 
his majesty, alighting ever- and anon from 
his, mule, reposed for a few min-nte^-npon-^ 
the oushioned alga which was carried in 
Ms train. ... ■ . 

Nothing could be more tame ;' and .mo^ 
iiotonoiis than the country , passed over. 
W ide grassy undulations, " ' interspersed 
with extensive cultivation, rose unrelieved . 
by a single tree' .or other redeeming fea* 
tore, save t he many European flowers that 
wantoned beneath the Joyous sunshine on 
the har-stretching prairie. The Karinza, 
the Finclia, the Chatti, and the Rufa 
livers, all tributary to the Nile, were 
crossed in succession. Deep,, harrow, 
muddy channels intersecting verdant mea- 
dows, these presented tlie general charac- 
ter of all Galla streams, cutting silently 
through the rich dark soil, and leaving 
swampy quagmires on the waving downs. 
At dong intervals, the negoos, dismount- 
ing to change mules, proceeded some dis- 
tance on foot — an example followed by all. 
On the first of these occasions, his ma- 
jesty went through the comedy of thrusting 
his feet into slippers, selected from a bag 
carried by a slave, and containing nume- 
rous pairs manufactured of various colored 
morocco. Many were tried in succession, 
but the royal heels being invariably chafed 
and blistered, the experiment was finally 
abandoned in despair ; and sacrificing dig- 
nity to comfort, the despot, like his liege 
subjects, advanced unshod. 

For several hours not a liorned head had 
been visible around the deserted hamlets ; 
and late in the afternoon, when the van of 
the, flagging army arrived in the extensive 
plain of Abai Beggar, completely environ- 
ed by hills, the order was given to encamp, 
destroy, and plunder, instantly ensued 
a rush from all quarters at full gallop. 
Flourishing ' fields of wheat, barley, and 
. beans, the produce of the toil of a rebel- 
lious tribe, were ravaged and, overrun by 
the locust hordes ;, and in the course 'of 
half an hour, the soil being stripped of 
every acre of cultivation, there commenced 
a .general scramble for the rafters ,and ribs 
of houses, whereof the skeletons were 
presently consigned to the flames. 

„ , The women of the royal ..kitchen had, as 

■ before, been the first to aeleot axentrical and 
ad¥anta'geOT:s~sipot-on- ^\driolr-tcrpiirmtc~fehe"' 
important avocations of. their calling ; but . 

■ some' arbitrary change having been , direct- 
ed by his majesty, who occuped his usual 
elevated position, the camp was thrown into ■ 


confusion. Quarrels and sciifiies might 
now be witnessed in every quarter. Those 
who had taken possession of a luxuriant 
pasture " or the . vicinage of water, stoutly 
defended ■ the , treasure ' against Invading 
. comrades ;■ and recourse being had to 
wmpo'ns'j- sword-cuts and broken heads 
.were- quite in -fashion.- Although now in 
an enemy’s country, neither picket, vidette^ 
nor’ sentry, was mo'uiited ; and W the 
slightest precaution against nocturnal sur- 
prise was adopted, toward the security of 
the camp. 

But no advantage was taken of the Am- 
hara neglect; and another and similar 
forced march over a country equally de* 
\oid of interest with the tract already 
crossed, led to the long, narrow valley of 
Karabarek, at the foot of the Garra Gor« 
phoo mountains. The bright spear-blade 
glittered through the cloud of stifling dust 
that marked the course of myriads over 
ploughed land. Green fields and smiling 
meadows, quickly lost their bloom under 
the tramp of the steed ; for no cultivation 
was now spared, and ruin and desolation 
were the order of the day. Straggling 
parties of the Sertie Galla had been seen, 
crowning the heights that skirt the line of 
march, and near the peaked hill of Wyfuii 
they were assembled in numbers; but 
none ventured within half a mile of the 
host, twenty thousand in number, all thirst- 
ing alike for the blood of their enemies. 
Far and wide the country was laid waste, 
and every vestige of human habitation de« 
stroyed under the torch, the flames racing 
among the riper barley with the speed of a 
galloping horse ; but the wretched inhab* 
itants, aware of the approach of the spoil* 
er, had abandoned their dwellings before 
the fell .storm burst xver them; .and one, 
aged man only had yet fallen into the mer-". 
ciiess clutches ,bf- tlie invaders. . , ^ 

This prize had stained the hand of a fol* 
lower of Ayto Gadel, governor of Cherchef 
a functionary far from being notorious for 
courageous bearing. On the occasion of 
Medoko’s last advance, his was the man- 
sion first beleagured by the insurgents, but 
he fled in dismay, leaving his fair partner 
to defend the- premises. "Joining, tlie 
first day’s march,, .he, had put di- 
verting questions reiative”-^"the English^, 
.'with whose appeamn^ he was greafly 
perplexed, ' 

Are. thesc^F<>P^® pagans f' inquired 
tlinxerbjTmth, owlish features, but too 
strongly indicative of his vacant miEd.». . . 
‘vNo.” - 

■ «‘ Are they Islams f ^ 
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“ Then wliat are they ?” 

Christians.,’’ 

“ Christians ! Impossible. They observe 
no fast, and wear no matel) as a badge of 
their religion,* Is there any grass in their 
country?” — ^ 

“ Why not ?” ’ . 

“How did I know ? Have they cattle ?” 

“ Abundance.” - , 

“ And sheep and goats ?” 

“ Certainly.” 

“ And their negoos, does he carry deba- 
bocli.f and make great %umachas^X 
warriors like these ?” turning his oyster 
eyes, lighted with something like martial 
lire, toward the countless rabble in the 
rear. But the party thus interrogated could 
keep his temper no longer ; and as the lit- 
tle hunch-backed father confessor rode 
iauntily up with a dirty page perched on 
the crupper of his mule, to volunteer a 
lesson in the noble art of equitation', he 
galloped off, exclaiming with a sneer : 

“ Like these, forsooth ! One of her Bri- 
tannic majesty^s regiments would in a sin- 
gle hour sweep from off the face of the 
earth, the whole undisciplined mob that 
swells the impotent train of the boasted 
descendant of King Solomon,” 


CHAPTER LXVIL 

THE FORAY. 

. Thus far the greatest iiTeguIarity and 
confusion had prevailed among the Am- 
hara, alike during the march and the en- 
campment. A council of war was daily 
convened, when each leader made bis re- 
^rt and received verbal instructions for 
his guidance ; but no order of any sort was 
promulgated until the moment before it 
was to be carried into effect, and all de- 
pended rather upon the whim and caprice 
of the monarch than upon the exigencies 
-of the service. The first intimation of 
. intended march was conveyed by the roy- 
al drums sounding suddenly to saddle a 
'quarter of an hour before advance, which, 
-as the ..state pavilion went down, was an- 
nounced % a flourish of horns, 

^ But notwithstanding that the strictest 
silence had been observed on the subject 
by the negoos, as well as by ail who might 
have been unavoidably admitted to confi- 
dence, strong surmises were entertained 


* Mated, i. e, Mark or token. The blue silk cord 
worn around the neck by the Christian of Shoa. 
t i. e. Umbrellas of state. % Military expeditions. 


that a foray from Karabarek was to be the/ 
order of the following day ; and about 
hours after midnight the sudden and 
usual cessation of the psalm-singing, fol- 
lowed by the heavy tramp past the tents of 
Ayto Shiahigp’s detachment of Shoa-Meda 
horse, confirming the opinion, the hum of 
the surrounding body, like that of a dis- 
turbed hive of bees, continued until dawm. 

No sooner was it light, than his majesty 
rode silently forth from his inclosure with- 
out beat of: the nugafeeU and thousands 
instantly flocked toward the royal person. 

The state umbrellas, furled, were in- 
cased in white bags, and the usual cum- 
brous Abyssinian robe, which effectually 
impedes all rapid movement, was on this 
occasion cast aside. Short wide trowsers 
of various hues hung loosely to the knee. 

A thick white cloth girded up the loins. 
The skins of wild beasts, the lion, the pan- 
ther, and the ocelot, alone hung over the 
brawny shoulder of the warrior ; and, with 
exception of about two hundred musque- 
teers with bayonets, fixed,' every individual 
was equipped with spear, sword, and buck- 
ler, his mounted henchman leading behind 
him a spare charger. 

At first starting the crush and confusion 
was truly terrific. Horses and mules 
rearing, kicking, and plunging, with lan- 
ces bristling, and shields thumping in every 
direction, threatened instant destruction to 
each component member of the dense mass,, 
which, crowded and locked fast together, 
streamed at a rapid trot after the king with- 
out the slightest order or regularity, save 
such as was preserved by the exertions of 
the shield-bearers, who rode immediately 
behind. The occasional passage of plough- 
ed land, producing a suflbcating cloud of 
dust, served still more to increase the con- 
fusion, which, had reached its climax when 
a rivulet intersected the line of march. 
Steep perpendicular banks and treacherous 
channels opposing the extended front of 
the legion, and checking advance, a sim- 
ultaneous exertion was made to gain the 
only practicable fords, which were in an 
instant filled to choking. The fiercest 
struggle for extrication ensued. Numbers 
floundering in the soft mud, or borne out 
of their saddles by the pressure of the 
crowd, were trampled under foot, while 
tfiose who bestrode the stoutest steeds, 
clearing the way before them by sheer 
strength, forced their wepJmr neighbors to< 
incline to" the ri'gliTand tO,tbe l^ft likft frail 
reeds before the rush of the mountain deer. 

The morning was bitterly cold. The 
hoar frost lay thick and white upon the 
meadows ; and as the rabble host trampled 
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^;er the crisp grass toward the high range 
or^irra Gorphoo, which at the distance of 
a few" miles rose to the height of twelve or 
fifteen hundred feet, the breath arose heavy 
from the nostril of man and beast, like a 
cloud of smoke, mixing wnth the dark 
columns of dust which followed the clat- 
tering hoofs of neighing war-steeds. Du- 
ring the first hour’s advance up the valley, 
reports were continually being brought in, 
and messenger after messenger galloping 
off in every direction ; and as the foot of 
the mountain was gained, Ayto Berkie, 
with a large detachment of the men of 
Bulga, leaving the main body, moved upon 
the left, while the king struck up tlie steep 
face of the range in the centre of an ex- 
tended line of men, who scoured every hill 
and hollow, and beat every nook and corner 
at a. rapid pace. 

Stretching thirty miles in length by 
about twelve or fifteen in breadth, the 
mountains of Garra Gorphoo, covered 
throughout with one sheet of rich cultiva- 
tion, form the water-shed between the Nile 
and the Htwash. The various rivulets 
that on either side wind down toward the 
parent streams, intersect it into hundreds 
of verdant valleys, on the swelling slopes 
of which the white-roofed houses of se- 
cluded Galla hamlets peep forth among 
dark green groves of juniper and acacia, 
that add beauty to the fair prospect. Re- 
freshed by the cool breeze, these tropical 
highlands are inhabited by the Serite tribe, 
who, long in a state of open rebellion, had 
rendered themselves doubly obnoxious to 
the despot’s vengeance by attacking a de- 
tachment of Amhara the preceding year, 
of whom, while entangled in a morass near : 
the foot of the range, eight hundred men 
were slain. The day of retribution had at 
length arrived. The' object of the expedi- 
tion, hitherto so carefuily concealed, was 
now Miy developed ; and the military dis- 
positions for sweeping destruction appeared 
to be right skilfully made. 

Hurrying onward with ominous rapidity, 
destroying all who fell in their path, and 
with their weapons goading forward the 
herds of sleek cattle which teemed in eveiy 
valley, the wild host now poured like an 
Gverwlielming torrent down the flowery 
slopes of inumbrated hollows— -now breast- 
ed the steep sunny acclivity like flames 
driven before the wind— and now wound 
in Indian file along the edges of cliffs af- 
fording scanty footing for a wild-cat, where 
the loose soil, criirabiing at every step, left 
the naked precipitous rock as the only 
available passage. Far and wide the crops 
were laid prostrate as if beaten down urn 


der the violence of the hurricane ; and be- 
fore ten o’clock the highest pinnacle of tlie 
green range having been crowned, a wide 
prospect burst upon the gaze, 

A succession of richly cultivated plains 
dotted over with clusters of conical white 
houses, in parts surrounded by clumps of 
towering junipers, stretched away from the 
foot, the very picture of peace and plenty. 
Embosomed between the isolated peaks of 
Yerrur, Sequala, and the far-famed Entot- 
to, lay the wide plain of Germama, thickly 
peopled by the Ekka and Finfinni Galla, 
upon whose doomed heads the thunderbolt 
was next to fall ; and full in its centre two 
placid silver lakes, like great mirrors, re- 
flected back the rays of the morning sun 
across sheets of luxuriant cultivation, ex- 
tending for miles, nearly ready for the 
sickle. Far beyond, the long wooded line 
of the Hawash, rolling its troubled waters 
toward the plain of tlie Adaiel, loomed in- 
distinctly through the haze ; and in the 
extreme distance, the lofty blue range of 
the Aroosi and Ittoo Galla, skirting the 
mysterious regions of Gurague, bounded 
the almost interminable prospect. 

The morning mist, loaded with dust 
raised by the tramp of the Amhara steeds 
over acres of ploughed land, hung heavy 
on the Feather-grown slopes, and partially 
screening the approach of the locust army, 
conspired to enhance its success. Twenty 
thousand brawny warriors, in three divis- 
ions, covering many miles of country, and 
linked by detachments in every direction, 
pressed on toward the inviting goal — their 
hearts burning with the implacable hatred 
of hostile barbarians, and panting to con- 
summate their bloody revenge. Taken en- 
tirely by surprise, their devoted victims lay 
helplessly before them, indulging in fatal 
dreams of happiness and security, alas I 
too speedily to be dispelled. Hundreds of 
cattle grazed in tempting herds over the 
flowery meads. Unconscious of danger,, 
the unarmed husbandman pursued his 
peaceful occupation in the field; his wife 
and children carolled blithely over their 
ordinary household avocations ; and the 
ascending sun shone bright ^ on smiling val- 
leys, which, long before his going down, 
were left tenanted only by the wolf and the 
vulture. 

Preceded by the holy ark of St. Michael, 
veiled under its scarlet canopy, the king* 
still led the van, closely attended by the 
father confessor, and by a band of priests, 
with whom having briefly conferred, he 
turned Toward the expectant army, and pro- 
nounced, the ominous' wmrds which were 
the well-known signal for carrying fire and 
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aword through the land-“ May the Gad 

«l°ttheGodofmyforefathers,strength- 
^“and atSvel” Rolling on like the 
waves of the mighty ocean, doTO poured 
the Amhdra host among 
and rural hamlets, at the heels 
incv iuhahitants— trampling under foot the 
fields of ripening corn, in parts halt reape^ 
and sweeping before them the vast herds 
of cattle which grazed untended in every 
direction. When far beyond the range of 
vision, their destroctive progress was/tiU 
marked by the red flames that hurst forth 
in turn from the thatched roofs of each in- 
vaded village ; and the havoc committed 
maiiv miles to the right by the division of 
Abop'az Maretch, who was advancing par- 
ailef to the main body, and had been re- 
inforced by the detachment under Ayto 
Shishigo, became equally manifest m nu- 
merous columns of white smoke, towering 
upward to the azure feiM/ment in rapiii 
succession. . ^ • 

■ The embassy followed close in the tram 
•of the negoos, who halted for a few minutes 
on the eastern face of the range ; and the 
eye of the despot gleamed bright with in- 
ward satisfaction, while watching through 
a telescope the progress of the fianliing 
detachments, as they poured impetuously 
down the steep side of the mountain, and 
swept across the level plain with the lury 
of the blast of the sirocco. A rapid detour 
thence to the westward, in an hour dis- 
closed the beautifully secluded vaUey of 
Fiimnni, which, in addition to the artihciai 
advantage of high cultivation, and snug 
hamlets, boasted a large share of naturcu 
beauty. IMeadows of the richest green turf, 
sparkling clear rivulets leaping down in 
sequestered cascades, with shady groves of 
the most magniiicent Jumper lining the 
slopes, and waving their moss-grown 
branches above cheerful groups of circular 
wiffwaras. surrounded by implements of 
agriciilture, proclaimed a district which 
had long escaped the hand of wrath. This 
had been selected as the spot for the royal 
plunder and spoliation, and the troops, ani- 
mated bv the presence of the monarch, now 
performed dieir bloody work with a sharp 
and unsparino’ knlfe--.firmg village after 
viilao'e until die air was dark with tlieir 
smoke mingled with the dust raised by the 
impetuous rush of man and horse. 

The luckless inhabitants, taken quite by 
surprise, had barely time to abandon their 
property, and hy for their lives to the fast- 
ness ofilntotto, which reared its protect- 
ing form at the distance -of a few miles. 
The spear of the w^arrior searched every 
bush for the hunted foe. Women and girls 


were torn from their hiding to be hurti^ • 
into hopeless captivity. Old men and yo'||^: 
were indlserirainately slain and mutilated 
among the fields and groves ; Hocks and 
herds were driven ofl‘ in triumph, and house 
after house was sacked and consigned to 
the" dames. ■ ^ Each, grim . Amhara wamor 
vied with 'his comrade in the work .of retri- 
butive destruction among the execrated 
Galla. Whole groups and families were, 
surrounded" and': speared. ■ within the wailed, 
court-yards, wliicii were strewed with the 
bo, dies' of the slain. W retches who betook . 
themselves to the open plain were pursued 
and hunted down like wild beasts ; and 
children of .three and four years of age,. ■. 
who had been placed in the trees wnth tiie 
hope that they might escape ohservation, 
were included in the inexorable massacre, 
and pitilessly shot among the braiichesv 
In the course of two hours the aivision leit 
the desolated valley laden with spoil, and 
carrying with them numbers of 
females and mutilated orphan children, 
too-ether with the barbarous trophies that 
had been stripped from the mangled oodles 
of their murdered victims. 

The hoarse scream of the vulture, as 
she wheeled in funereal circles over tnis ap- 
palling scene .of carnage and devastation, 
mingled with the crackling of failing roots, 
and. rafters from the consiiming' houses, 
alone disturbed the grave-like silence of 
the dreary and devoted spot, so lately re- 
sounding to the fiendish shouts and war- 
whoops of the excited warriors, and to the 
unpitied, ,gToaii,s of the,.i,r 'helpless btotives. 
And as the exulting barbariaris, followed 
by the curses of the homeless lugltives in 
Entotto, crossed the ^ last ninge, gloom}’" 
columns of smoke rising thick and dense 
to the darkened heavens, for miles in every 
direction, proclaimed that this recent!}' so 
fiourishing and beautiful location had in a 
few brief hours been utterly ruined, pil- 
laged, and despoiled, as far as the nieaiis of 
ruthless" and' savage-, man could enect,, its 
destruction. :■ • , ' ^ . . , ■ , . ' . 

Tiie-royal division crossed tlie deep yme,, 
of Finfinni by a most dangerous and diiii- 
cult -defile, leading, over the bed of the 
principal torrenti which ^vinds through aa- 
extensive .belt of dark juniper: forest, of 
truly magiiifiGent growth. Lofty pinelike 
tree's, hoary with the moss of centuries, 
towered above . banks that,, rose some hun- 
dred feet almost perpendlcularl};, and worn 
'Clotlied throughout with tangled iincier- 
gro^yth. A hug^e fragment of porphyry, 
nearly choking the straitened descent, aF : 
forded-barely sufficient room^for 'the pas-* 

1 sage of a single horseman, while a sic* 
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c^^on of slippery rocks and treacherous After a brief halt, the marcli was resiioi- 

pools filled up the channel to the opposite ed tlirough the country of the Ekka Galla, 
hanii, steep, abrupt, and wooded. which was clean swept with the besom of 

Loud shouts drowned the pleasing mur- destruction ; and the distinguishing green 
miir of a splashing waterfall ; and so great sprig of asparagus in the woolly' heads 
was the confusion caused by the crush of of suecessfui cavaliers, became rnore and 
men, . horses, ' and mules, mingled with'' more numerous as the., eventful day drew 
frightened droves of oxen and' sheep, all on to its close. The sun at length dis* 
stmggiing tumultuously toward the only appeared behind the W'estern mountains, 
oiitlS:, that many accidents occurred, toward which the course of the army was 
Horses and riders were forced over the directed j and night, casting hei’ sable 
precipice — others were trampled under mantle over the dismal scene, stayed the 
ibot by the o verwlielming rush ifom behind, arm of the warrior. During fourteen hours 
and a'handtul of resolute men might with passed in the saddle, above .fifty miles of 
ease have kept at bay the whole rabble ar- country had been passed over; and the 
my of tlie invader. But the Abyssiniau weary forces finally halted in the Ekka val- 
system of warfirre consists in surprise, ley, without possessing the smallest idea 
murder, and butchery, not in battle or fair of the position of the rear division, with 
conflict. The king continued to advance the tents and baggag’e, to the leader of 
rapidly without the smallest check, and which no clue had been afforded as to the 
being* escorted only by a few fusil.eers of royal iiitentioiis. 

the body-guard, carrjdng each two rounds Horses and mules were now turned 
of ammunition, was'necessarily much ex- loose among the standing beans, and sev- 
posed ; hut confident' in the terror with eral thousand head of cattle, tired to death 
which his meteor-like descent would in- with the distance they had been driven 
spire his unwary foes, no dispositions were from their wonted pastures, were, with 
niade for the security of his person, in tiie infimte difficulty, collected in ii hollow, 
event of resistance or surprise. girdled on three sides by a deep ravine. It 

Emerging from the forest which extend- was closed on the fourth by a steep accliv- 
ed two miles beyond the Finfinni defile, ity, on the summit of \vhich the king, sur- 
tiie scattered forces began to rendezvous rounded by his chieftains, took up his 
around the state umbrellas, now unfurled, position for night. His majesty, al- 
to which they were directed by the inces- though fasting throughout: the day, sent 
sant beating of kettle-drums. * While the his only loaf to be eaten by his children */* 
work of destruction still continued to rage and looking forth upon the fruirs of his 
on ail sides, herd after herd of lowdng masterly foray, seemed, in the contempla- 
beeves came pouring toward the royal don of the amassed herds, to be insensi- 
standard, and each new foraging party bie alike to the cold wdntry blast, and to 
brought with it fresh groups of captive the long calls of hunger, 
women and girls, and the barbarous tokens A wilder scene can scarcely be im- 
of their prowess. Some of the more brag- agined that that presented by the nocLurnal 
gart warriors affecting inability to return bivouac of the locust-like army of tlia Am- 
their blood-stained blades to the scabbard, hara, flushed by its recent success. Loud 
pompously carried them in the hand un- ’whoops and yells, arising from evoryniiar- 
sheathed, and even the boyish arms of some ter of the wide valley, mingled with the 
of the most effeminate of tiie royal pages incessant lowing of kine, the bleating of 
had proved victorious over a defenceless sheep, the shrill neighing of the war-sleed, 
victim. The slaughter had been irnraense. and the bccasional w*aiUng of 'some captive 
Every desolated court-yard was crowded maid, subjected to the brutality of her un- 
with the bodies of the slain— childhood feeling possessor.^ Groups of grim war- 
and decrepit age had fared alike ; and the, riors, their hands imbrued Jn the innocent 
iiiiirderers, uiiconscious: of the disgrace blood of infancy, and their stern^ features 
attaching to unmanly deeds, unblushingiy lighted by the fitful flame, chuckling over 
heralded their sliame, and, , detailing their the barbarous spoils they had won, vaunted 
,, deeds of cruelty, basked in the sntiles of their inliuman exploits, as they feasted 
their savage and approving' monarch, greedily on -raw and reeking carcasses, 
•whose only eye became at times frightful- Spears and . bucklers gdeamsd 'brightly 
ly ■wild with excitement, although his de- around hundreds of bale-fires, composed of 
meanor throughout the long day of horrors rafters stripped from the surrounding 
had been cool and self-possessed from the houses ; and the whole distant landscape, 
experience acq'uired during eighty-four red from- the lurid glare reflected by scores 
similar foravs, ^ " of craekling hamlets, completed a pietur@ 
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wortlw the pencil of the artist whadelights ' 
in the* delineation of brutal revelry. ;^ No 
sentrv paced the environs of the straggling 
encampment— no watchword challenged 
tlie tramp of the man-at-arms. The deep 
hum of thousands gradually waned and 
died away, and each composed himself to 
slumber on the spot where his carous^ 
had been held. A pall, constructed with 
spears supporting a cotton robe, screened 
the person of the negoos ; and so long as 
the biting cold would permit, his British 
guests slept at broken intervals upon the 
hare ground, amid the gorged and weary 
warriors, the saddle of each serving for a 
pillow— 

The earth his bed, his canopy the sky.” 


CHAPTER LXIX. 

THE nOYAL ACHIEVEMEHT. 

Welcome to all was the first gray light 
that illumined the eastern sky, and summon- 
ed the warrior from his uneasy slumbers. 
So uncomfortably had the night been pass- 
ed, that it was in truth rest to rise. The 
despot was among the first to abandon his 
cold couch ; and a bulletin of success hav- 
ing been penned by the royal hand, for the 
information of Q,ueen Besabesh, the main 
body of the division, convoying the inter- 
minable droves of cattle,' was in motion 
across the Ekka valley. Escorted by five 
thousand cavalry, his majesty then pro- 
ceeded to a knoll at some distance within 
the scene of yesterday’s carnage, upon the 
summit of which he tarried, while parties 
went out in search of thehody of his grand- 
nephew, the youthful son of Ay to Besueh- * 

t ech, who, with several others of the 
Jhristian host, had fallen in the running 
conflict. 

It was a cool and lovely morning, and 
the mountain breeze played freshly down 
each opening glade. The ascending sun- 
beam danced over the steep rugged sides 
and ruined stone edifices of the fastness 
of Entotto, anciently the proud seat of 
Ethiopie splendor, and still believed to 
conceal much of the wealth lost to the 
empire at the period of Graan’s invasion, 
when Nebia Dengel was driven into Tigre. 
The great volcanic cone of Sequala, rival- 
ling the lowland Aiiilloo, again towered in 
the distance, its once fiery crater converted 
by the revolutions of ages into an exten- 
sive lagoon, on the banks of .which stands 
the celebrated shrine of" Guebra Manfas 
Kedoos, a saint renowned for the destruc- 


ed slave mart of Roque, in the Yerriir hill, 
where millions of Christians have been 
bought and sold ; and on the other rose the 
mountain Dalacha, sacred to the Wato 
sorcerers, whose tempting demesnes have 
escaped pillage and conflagration, in con- 
sequence of their blessing having hep 
followed by the birth of Sahela Selassie. 
Far in the distance a low belt of vegetation. 
screened the sleepy Hawash, whose idle 
waters throughout the long tortuous course 
encounter no impediment; and over the 
intervening tract numerous tributaries to 
the Gasam, absorbed eventually in the 
parched plain of the Ada'iel, conveyed the 
eastern drainage of Garra Gorphoo through 
the ravaged valley of Germama. 

Over this wide expanse not a living in- 
habitant was now to be seen. In every 
direction the blood-stained ground was 
strewed with the slaughtered foe, around 
whose mutilated corses groups of surfeited 
vultures flapped their foul wings, and 
screamed the death-note,- The embers of 
deserted villages smouldered over the 
scorched and blackened plain . Ripe crops, 
which the morning before had gladdened 
the heart of the cultivator — now no more 
— were level with the. ground. Flocks of 
sheep, untended by the shepherd, strayed 
over the lone meadow ; and bands of howl- 
ing dogs wandered up and down in fruit- 
less quest of their lost masters. A single 
day had reduced to a waste wilderness the 
entire rich and flourishing vale of Germa- 
nia, including the dark forests of Fh^flnni, 
which, for years, had slept in peace ; and 
their late numerous and unsuspecting popu- 
lation, had ilia few hours been swept from 
off the face of the earth by the devastating 
irruption of the barbarian Amhara hordes^ 
The mutilated remains of the fallen chief 
having, after much search, been recovered 
from the . ashes of a still smoking village, 
were shrouded with a white cloth, and 
borne upon a bier from the scene of deso- 
lation. Glutted with booty, the despot now 
left his locusts to pursue their own course 
up the Ekka valley, where flames and 
plunder again marked the straggling return 
toward the mountains of Garra Gorphoo. 
Each hamlet was ravaged in siiccession ; 
and cats, the sole remaining tenants of the 
deserted huts, were dislodged by the torch 
of the Wobo. 

For miles and miles, the road was lined 
with dusty and wayworn warriors laden 
with spoil ; flocks and herds, donkeys, 
mules, and horses, honey-combs, poultry, 
household utensils and farming gear, with 
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captive women and cliildren, indiscrimi- 
mingled with the men-at-arms. 
While some of these latter, wounded and 
mutilated, w’-ere lashed upon the backs of 
their palfreys, others, dismounted, were 
dragging behind them their lame and ex- 
hausted steeds ; sheep and goats, unable, 
through fatigue, to proceed, being cut 
limb from limb while still alive, and the 
bleeding trunks left quivering in the path 
by the wanton butchers. 

Reentering the mountains, over which 
the sun, now low in the horizon, had cast 
the long dark shadows of evening, the 
camp was sought in vain; but the rear 
division, with tents and baggage, was at 
length descried pouring down the opposite 
height under a vast canopy of dust to the 
encamping ground at Boora Roofa. A i 
long march the preceding day had brought 
it to Sululta near to Moolo Falada, where 
it met and destroyed those who had fled 
from the immediate scene of the king’s in- 
road, made numerous female captives, and, 
with the loss of the sumpter horses laden 
with horns of hydromel, acquired consider- 
able booty; information casually received 
of the main division having thence led it 
back through the mountains to the present 
halting ground, after all had made up their 
minds to another cold bivouac in the open 
l,ir. During its more recent progress this 
division had carried Are and sword through 
ihe country of the Sertie Galla, where it ! 
yet remained unplundered ; and, as the day 
dgain closed, the vault of heaven wa,s re- 
illumined by volumes of lurid smoke from 
the surrounding hamlets. 

Such is the appalling retribution with 
which Sahela Selassie is wont to visit those 
rebel tribes who withhold the moderate 
tribute that has been imposed upon them. 
The relinquishment to the crown of three 
or four hundred of the many thousand head 
of cattle captured during this and the pre- 
ceding day, would, with some twenty or 
thirty horses, have averted this severe chas- 
tisement, the fearful consequence of taxes 
refused. The revolt of tribes inhabiting 
remote portions of his majesty’s dominions 
■arises too frequently from the oppression 
of. Galla governors, over whose proceed-' 
ings he can exercise very inadequate, con- 
trol ; . but it is caused in a principal degree 
by .. the absence of outpost or fortification to 
hold his wild subjects in check. Could he 
be prevailed upon to abandorr Ms' present 
■wealv mode of securing the Galla depend- 
encies, to strengthen them by those mili- 
tary arrangements for which the country 
is soj)ecilliarly adapted, and to place a bet- 
ter limit upon the exaction's' of frontier goT- 


ernors, what bloodshed and misery might 
not be averted ! 

The army halted at Boora Roofa to ena- 
ble straggling detachments to rejoin ; and 
small parties went out in various direc- 
tions to complete the work of demolition 
among the deserted hamlets of the Sertie 
tribe, some of which, embosomed deep 
among the mountain glens, had hitherto 
escaped attention : hives of ungathered 
honey, heaps of unwinnowed corn, and the 
half-flayed carcass abandoned within the 
filthy habitation, bearing ample testimony 
to the precipitate flight of the hunted in- 
mates, around many of whose bodies gaunt 
vultures already held their carnival. 

Early during tlie forenoon, horsemen 
rode in to the royal pavilion with important 
intelligence that Ayto Hierat, a favorite 
governor, had, at the distance of a few 
miles, surprised and surrounded a Galla in 
a tree, among the branches of which the 
caitiff awaited the arrival of the king. Im- 
patient to wreathe his brow with new lau- 
rels, the monarch lost not a moment in 
sallying forth to destroy the unfortunate 
wretch, taking a most formidable array of 
single and double-barrelled guns and rifles 
of every calibre, together with an escort 
of five thousand cavalry. 

Receiving a long shot through the thigh 
at the royal hands, while imperfectly en- 
sconced among the foliage, the victim, 
abandoning all hope of escape, wisely cast 
away his weapons, and cried loudly for 
quarter ; being admitted to which, he kissed 
the feet of his majesty, and thus escaped 
mutilation on the spot. To take the life 
of a Galla, and to secure a prisoner of ei- 
ther sex, are, in Amhara warfare, account- 
ed one and the same thing ; and although, 
where adult males are concerned, the more 
merciful alternative is rarely adopted, the 
despot, whose dreams often conjure up his 
past deeds of blood in judgment against 
him, has become more lenient than of yore. 
Yet the valuable presents wdiich the de- 
struction of a helpless foe entities him 
from every governor in the realm, the in- 
creased respect acquired in the eyes of his 
subjects and warriors, and the additional 
lustre shed over his already chivalrous re- 
putation by each new murder, however 
foul, induce him still to seek occasions 
such as this to imbrue his hands in gore. 

Messenger after messenger now gal- 
loped into camp at full speed, wdtii the 
joyful tidings of success; ea,ch new an- 
nouncement eliciting yet louder and louder 
songs and shouts from the woUheiiocli^ eu- 
nuchs, and parasites at the royal quarters* 
la -another' hour th© cavalcade retarned in 
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triumph, the wounded captive riding on, a 
mule behind the exulting monarch, who, 
hy virtue of his hold .exploit, wore in the 
hair a large green branch of wild aspara- 
o-iis, while the greasy garment of his bieed- 
fno’ prisoner graced the proud neck of his 
w£:-stee(l Hepeated vollies'of musketry, 
w'itli the blasts of horns, and the din of 
kettle drums, proclaimed the signal prowess 
of las Christian majesty. Priests and wo- 
men flocked to recei%^e him with a clamor 
of aeclamaiion, and he alighted amid the 
most stunning isproar. 

Through the master' of the horse a mes- 
sage was presently received, to the effect 
that the attendance of eveiy member of the 
embassy had been looked for ; the; Galla 
having been entrapped purposely that his 
destniction might he accomplislied by the 
hand of the British visitors, in view to the 
exaltation of the national name. “ Why' 
tarried ye in the tent ? I desired that my 
children might kill the heathen in the tree ; 
but. when they came not^ I myself perform- 
ed the deed.'* 

Tlie puissant monarch was informed in 
reply, '’"that, independently of its being the 
Sabbath, and none of the party, possessiiig 
the smallest inclination to destroy a de- 
fenceless human being under any circum- 
stances, no public body was authorized by 
the law of nations to draw a sword offen- 
sively in any country not in open hostility 
witli its OWE. That an . elephant was es- 
teemed equivalent -to forty armed Gaila, 
and a wild' buffalo to live; and of these 
nvnch-dreaded animals, his guiests were 
■ ready to destroy any number that he might 
think proper to permit.” 

Great was tire triumph and the cmamng 
oi‘ mead, and the feasting on raw beef, du- 
ring tlie residue of the .day and the.' early 
liours of the night, for lo I the king of kino's 
in si,rigie' combat had prevailed over -liis 
G-alla foe. ■ . . Essential assistance had. been 
liiibrded by die embassy to the sick and 
woundoa ; among the latter, to a brother 
01 the queen , yet many reproaches were 
now abroad, in that its members had eaten 
tlip royal bread, and destroyed none of the 
eneiiiles of the slate. The example of 
other foreigners, who were represented to 
have shot Galla out of trees, was contrast- 
ed somevvdiat unfavorably to Eriti.sh cour- 
age; and a private mf the artillery escort 
wasp*oundly taxed witli cowardice for per- 
uiittiiig ibe escape ofanitnarmed peasant, 
who lay concealed! in a hush by the way- 
side, and. could have offered bo resistance. 
The defenceless wretch was subsequently 
by thirty Amhara horsemeBj but 
i • 


escaped unscathed on foot into the forest^ 
under a shower of their Christian lancf ui " 

In all countries Vvhere a martial spirit is 
fostered by continual forays, and where the 
exertions of a single day are sufficient to 
maintain the successful marauder for six 
months to come, the daily uacea'sing' labor 
of the -cultivator is forsaken for the shield 
and spear. But in Abyssinia, where the 
principal booty is moiiopolized by the mon- 
arch, the case is widely different, since, 
although military expeditions arc- of fre- 
quent occurrence, the sword of the piim- 
d.erer is as often turned again into the 
ploughshare — while the despoiled bus- 
bail'd man, again tiliing his devastated lands, 
and occupy, ing the brief intervals of ;peace 
and .repose in agricultural and pastoral 
pursuits, tlie 'lair provinces of the Galla, 
flowing with milk and honey, are speedily 
reclotfied in one sheet of lux'u riant culti- " 
vation. 

The Abyssinians have bee, n represented 
as a hold, martial, and chivalroiis'face ; but 
ill Shoa, the “ soldiers of the Cross ” are 
impelled by none of that knightly valor 
; which warmed the breast of the crusader 
I of old. The white feather, that emblem 
j of cowardice in other lands,. forms the boast 
I of their murderous exploits among infants 
I of tender years ; and the system of the 
: noble art of war would see'in to consist in 
' the merciless destruction of 'the enemy 'by 
sudden inroad and surprise. Harrying the 
invaded country with overwhelo;i»;g mass- 
es of undisciplined cavalry, tlie oriiy fppo- 
sition to bo encountered is ar oecuslimal 
skirmish during the night with an oui lying 
detachment, of by day "during the passage 
of a weak body through morasses or intri- 
cate deflies. The appearance of a foe in- 
variably proves the signal for increased 
disorder, all who are so dlsjioscd salh'ing 
forth to the assauit, when those who harbor 
animosity against a comrade, not iiiiire- 
qiiently avail themselves of the opportu- 
nity to assassinate in die 'jr^c/oe. 

Cruelties omaDUting ’iVean the hereditary 
detestation of the healLcn, which, with the 
k-rbarous spoils earned during th.e foiiiy, 
is handed dewn as an heir-loom from gene- 
ration to gene ration, fire uiifortunalely 
coimteBaiiced by the monarch, who has 
too often destroyed a tiefeiiceless fugitive 
with his own hand, and personally set the 
disgi’aceful example of nuit'lation ; while 
the bigotry and superstition of the suE'age 
Aiiiliara induces him to regard every pa- 
gan in the light of a dog, as doth the fan- 
atic Moslem the Christian. The revolting 
barbarities practiced in tiie boor of victory, 
which from time immemoria! have riad 
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Istenee in Ethiopia, and iinfortnnately a] so 
the greater portion of unhappy Africa 
to which discovery has yet extended, are 
perpetuated by the commission of similar 
enormities on the part of the Galla usurp- 
ers of the fairest portions of the land, who 
butcher children and old men without dis- 
tinction, mutilate all who fall into their 
hands, and enslave females upon every 
opportunity. 

The stimulus aflirded by individual in- 
terest in the slaughter committed during 
the foray, stands at present in the place 
of diseipiine, since without one or the other 
no army could be, brought into the field. 
Triumph attends the return of the Ghris- 
tian vv?trrior from battle in proportion , to 
tlie number of lives he' bears xipoii his arm, 
and for each enemy slain he is entitled to 
some conspiciious personal "badge, which 
forms. ,his, greatest pride. A ring, .a gaunt- 
let, or ,a bracelet, gained at the expense of 
acts the most dastardly, raises Mm accord- 
ingly in the estimation of relative.s and 
compa.iiioiis in arms, and signal success 
almost in variably paves the- way to royal 
preferment. 

Monstrous and appalling crimes are dic- 
tated. by the desire to obtain the insignia 
of, valor, and of these, instances, of ..very, 
recent occurrence are matter of notoriety. 
An Ainhara of rank, unable to obtain 
among the enemies of the state the much 
coveted trophy, in cold blood mutilated the 
■unsuspecting husband of liis own sister, 
■whom he found at disadvantage ; but not 
long afterward, to his. amazement, the un- 
happy man, 'whom he left ;for dead, pre- 
se.iited himself like a shade from another 
world, and, falling at. the footstool of the 
tlirorie, cried .aloud for Justice. To the 
lio.rior of Ills majesty be it recorded, that 
the riiiiian was publicly executed at An- 
goliala, and that similar retribution pursued 
a.. second,' fiend in human form, who, iind-er 
like. c'ircumstances, had. proceeded to rnuti- 
,late his henchman. ••Master^’ said the 
defenceless meniaL Imploriiigly, , I ’have 
served you uiithfuily for seven years— -how' 
can 'you treat me thusT’ ‘' Thou wilt 
serve me better tills day than thou, hast 
ever done before,” replied the brute, as .he 
completed the black deed — “ Woiildst tlio,u 
have me to return home in disgrace, thou 
eater of bread ■ 

■ Discipline alone can .check -fclie. prevail- 
ing. . barbarity, by superseding,' desidtory, 
hand-to-hand combat, and keeping' every 
soldier in such comparative ' igsioranc.e, of 
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the number that fall to his individual prow- 
ess, as to preclude the vaunting of exploits. 
To those who have been eye-witnesses of 
the foray, it must afford matter for deep 
regret that feud and contest should hitherto 
so successfully have debarred access to 
the interica*, and should have checked the 
advance of Christianity and civilization, 
which, as ill happier lands, must brini 
with them the means of providing for re^ 
dundant population, and could not fail to 
ameliorate the horrors attendant upon the 
existing system of Abyssinian warfare. 



CHAPTER LXX. 

UIBEEATIOX OF THE PEISOXEUS OF W-AIi. 

Dueing- the more than usually success- 
ful, though harrowing and bloody campaign 
of the x\mhara host, an opportunity was 
afforded of laying down, as* scientifically 
as very limited time would permit, an ex- 
tensive and most interesting* tract of coun- 
try hitherto undescribed — ^liot to be explor- 
ed by the adventurous but single traveller, 
and only to be visited under the peculiar 
advantages afforded to the British embassy 
by the despotic negoos. It formed a source 
of extreme disappointment, that this ac- 
quamtance should not liave extended to 
the lake Zooai, as anticipated from the 
manifesto originally prorniilg-ated at Mach- 
al-wans ; but Ayto Bcrri, many years quar- 
ter-master-general of the royal ti-oops, wiio, 
m ills quonmm capacity of Moliammadau 
rover, had often visited that iamons ex- 
panse of water, strongly discounteimnced 
the contemplated measure of moles :ing the 
inoffensive inhabitants of its five islands — 
mixed Christians and pagans llvingin prc- 
found peace with each other, and with eve- 
ry surrounding neighbor. To his advice 
may in some, -measure be ascribed the al- 
teration in' the ■ king’s intentions ; but the 
argument . 'which had more ’weight with hi s 
raaj'esty than the harmless attributes of the 
■ population, ..was based on- the dense and 
difiieult character of the extensive 'ib.rests, 
j S'Warming with Galla and with wild beas-rs, 
through which- the army ni'ast pass, after 
[ crossing the pillaged valley of Gemiaina. 

The Christian camp at Boora Roofa, was 
crowded with .disconsolate groups of 
then captives, many with infants at their 
backs, -and nearly all in a state of nuditjq 
witliTong raven tresses streaming wildly 
over- -their shoulders. Hopeless slavery 
was theirs, but infiiienced by the earnest 
' ■remonstrancem'f the embassy, aided by the 
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active and reverend missionary, Dr. Krapf, 
whom philanthropic feelings had enabled 
to endure the iincongenial atmosphere of 
ignorance and unbelief — whom the purest 
and most praiseworthy motives had induced 
to obey the royal summons to the field, and 
who, from his long experience, knew when 
to touch the latent spark of mercy, the 
king wiped out the foul stain of the pre- 
ceding day by consenting to liberate the 
whole. Ere the niigareets sounded the re- 
turn of the troops, a proclamation went 
forth commanding the immediate release 
of every prisoner of war ; and as the dis- ' 
satisfied army turned its back upon the 
valley, long files of widowed dames and 
fatherless girls were to be seen hurrying 
in freedom across the hill toward their des- i 
date hearths, overjoyed at the sudden and 
unexpected restoration of their lost liberty 
through the white man’s intercession—the 
ruthless soldiery, disappointed at the loss 
of their booty, having previously stripped 
tile last covering from all, and sent them 
forth naked as they came into this world. 

This signal victory over savage ferocity 
was followed by a long march to the river 
Alelta, a tributary to the Nile, and form- 
ing near the encampment lake Sertie, a 
full mile in diameter, bounded by low hills 
of trachyte and porphyry. A web of deep 
miry ravines, shut in by high crumbling 
banks, presented a wet and slippery foot- 
ing, and many were the disasters that be- 
fell the demure dames of the royal kitchen. 
Wicker parasols might be seen floating 
down the current as the luckless proprietor 
struggled in the black slimy mud among 
mules and war-steeds, or emerged in truly 
pitiable condition to be censured by their 
austere guardians, who, horror-stricken, 
had witnessed from above the absence of 
all order and decorum. 

Each moment rendered the treacherous 
passage more and more impracticable, and 
it was not difficult to understand how, in 
the monih of June the preceding year, the 
spot should have proved the grave of eight 
hundred of the Amliara cavalry. At that 
season the country, flooded for many miles 
around, becomes one great quagmire which 
is not to be crossed without extreme cau- 
tion. Before the king had passed with the 
main body of the victorious troops escort- 
ing immense plunder, the Sertie Galla, 
taking advantage of superior knowledge 
of the locality, completely cut off the van 
of tlie army, consisting of the Blentshar 
and Bulga detachments. They had be- 
come entangled in the mazy labyrinth, and 
were massacred to a man ere . assistance 


of the body-guard, who did not reach the 
ground until the enemy were infulh<l:e- 
treat. 

His majesty’s object in now revisiting 
the scene of this catastrophe was suffi- 
ciently obvious. No sooner had the impe- 
rial cavalcade halted among the Bleached 
skeletons of the fallen warriors, than cham- 
pions, whose steeds were distinguished by 
greasy garments stripped from the bodies 
of Galla victims, caricoled proudly in front 
of the state umbrellas, brandisiiing their 
I bright weapons aloft, exhibiting the spoils 
“ that had been won during the recent bloody 
foray ; and after a detail of their individual 
exploits, shouting defiance to the humbled 
Sertie. The wild triumphal exhibition 
concluding after half an hour, a band of 
music advanced, and continued to play un- 
til the pavilion had been prepared for the 
royal reception. 

Early the ensuing morning, the king 
sent confidentially to inquire if none of his 
guests could divine whether the day were 
propitious to the advance of the army— -a 
point upon which he felt somewhat dubi- 
ous. The confession of lamentable want 
of skill in augury was succeeded by a 
march of sixteen miles to Ell alee Jidda, 
over a monotonous landscape of swelling 
downs and shallow valleys, intersected by 
streamlets that had scooped deep channels 
in the lobse black soil. The stately relict 
of a deceased Galla chieftain rode through 
the ranks with her tribute in horses and 
kine, and experienced a most gallant re- 
ception at the hands of the monarch. She 
might have sat for the portrait of La Belie 
Sauvage, but the grease wherein the per- 
son of the handsome dame was embedded 
tended, unfortunately, to destroy the ro- 
mance inseparable from her Amazonian 
appearance and feudal condition. 

Various triumphant detachments also 
met the royal cortege en route^ the chiefs 
and victorious warriors careering in suc- 
cession before the van of the army, with 
barbarous tokens of blood dangling from 
the right arm, and green sprigs of aspara- 
gus waving above their dishevelled and 
newly greased locks. Prisoners were seat- 
ed behind the cruppers of some of the more 
merciful, and the flank of each gray steed 
was dyed with clotted human gore. A 
short rambling recitative, expressive of 
loyaltj?’ and devotion in the field, was fol- 
lowed by savage yells and whoops twice 
or thrice reechoed by their marshalled 
band of followers, when they vaulted light- 
ly from the saddle, prostrated themselves 
‘ on the ground, and galloped off, each in 


cobM be rendered by the matchlockmen j his turn, to make way for some, new squad- 
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roBj whose war-chorus came pealing over majesty retiring fora few minutes, arrayed 
th^hills. ' his parso« preparatory to the triumphal en- 

' . "... try ; -^hd the various leaders at the head 

’ of tfteir respective squadrons roeanwhile 

The heathen blood has freely run, , , COok Up the position allotted in the COniing 

Kaiso high the chant, VVoko, Wok6. p'ao*eant. ' •' ■ 

; “Let hill and dale return the note, ] Ap the state Umbrellas, preceded by the 
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riivWon t^th ti ree'loulln^ead of oxL, f ^ay, afrwhd in the glittering badges of 
inlike .nanner reported s^es-^f ^0- 
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oollectmmandirea^^^allachi^t^^^ aSd pranced gallantly nnder tSis 
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flamts, tiiestakes and palisades by which, green branches in token of recent ta- 
in commm with every liamlet in this direct their. variously emblazoned- 
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fortl,« royal kitchen, and subsequeStly a devices, glancing brightiy m the sunbeams. 


scr^mblo t^o one half of the army. 

_ loud sbbutfe, of welcome which pfealed from 

‘ ■ tlm.pafa^ce and.’ foo'm ail parts of the town; 

. ' whifo the*' dense phalanx of warriors in the 
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, V -jjijxTMPH. scared under a thick caiiopy of dust — ^press- 

. „ ‘ ing tumultuously forward, and howling 

A LONG- march across the Sana Robi, the wildest War-songs from ten t^usand , 
next brought the troops to Belat in the throaty completed one of themost Mlflaht 
neighborhood of Yeolo. His majesty, seat- and savage exhibitions that can be con- 
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ed upon his cushioned alga, halted fre- 
quently in the wide undulating meadows; 


ceived. 

The king was enrobed in the ample 


to witness warlike rehearsals on a still spoils of a noble lion, richly ornamented, 
more splendid scale; on the termination of 1 and half concealing beneath their tawny 
which, many of the quotas having received ! folds an embroidered green mantle of In- 
their dismissal, dispersed- to their respec- dian msinUfa'Cture. On his right shoulder 
live districts, although not until after one he wore, three chains of gold as syinbofefof 
Amhara' soldier had been treacherously the HolV Trinity, and the fresh-plucket 
murdered by a rival comrade, and another bough of asparagus, which denoted *his re- 
liad been desperately wounded in a trifling cent exploit, rose from the centre of an 
dispute which resulted, in an appeal to arms* embossed coronet of silver which encircled 
Before sunrise the ensuing morning the his regal brow. His dappled war.steed, 
victorious troops, reduced by one-third, bedizened with chequered housings of blue 
marched upon Angolkla, driving exulting- arid yellow, was led prancing behind him, 
ly before them upward of thirty thousand and immediately in advance bounded the 
head of prize cattle, the entire of which champion on a coal-black charger, bearing 
were, par excellence, the property of the the imperial shield of massive silver, with 
king. Arrived within sight o.f,the capital,, the sacred emblem of Christianity in high 
strains of martial music burst from the cen- relief,, wh/lfe his long plaited raven 
tre division, when every throat throughout floated ivjldly behind over the spotted nlde 
the vast army joined in one deafening cho-; of a pahther^ by which his broad shoulders 
rus; Half a mile to the south of the Galla were, graced. ' Abogaz iVlareteh and ,Ayto 
wall a -tent had. been erected, to which hiiS. Berldfe rode on either sidejo? pe crimson 
1'^, , ■ ■■ “ 






and, as the actol-s dispersed rapidly to^the 
right and to the left, the discharge otpStn, 
old dismounted iron gun, which, vertically 
elevated against a stone, was revealed at 
the farther extremity of the court, an- 


THE HIGHLANDS OF ETHIOPIA. 

Moch, and a marshaU^ lH^eUeld- 
hearers, under the master of th^ horse, 
oreserv^ a clear space around- ae iKjyal 
person, until the cavalcade had gamed the 

ctforkaded kiioli Upon the summit of which . ^ . 

So i= erected. Uoiinced to the public that tne tragedy ol 

*lfae a deputation of priests, ' clad in j-,nhe Royal Robber ” had been performed- 
snow-white o-arments, receivedfhe victori- j wah the most bnlliant success, ana wouM 
ous monarcl? with a blessing, and under a ; be repeated again during the season. ^ ^ 
trAUo,, rvf Ynnshetrv his maiesty proceeded [ Rumo-is of the destruction of the enuire 
to ascend The outer court' was crowded 1 Christian rpst had .flown to Atigollala, m 
with female slaves, beggars, and menials, consequence of the negoos having, ior the 
' who on the first appearance of the umbrel- first time m Imjife, passed tlie 


las within the gate, greeted the royal re^ 
turn with the shrillest clamor, and cast 
themselves prostrate in tlie dust, tusi- 
leere and matchlookmen of the imperial 
bodv-ffuard lined the second palisaded in- 
closure, and under a/«i-*-iofe, their.lead- 
er, performing the warelance tefore the 
holy ark, led the procession to the l^t in-- 
dohure, where the king being met by the 
eunuchs of the royal household entered 
palace by a private door, arid surrounded 
by pages and attendants presently took seat 
In a high latticed balcony fronting the m- 
Ber quadrangle. , , . , 

Full in the centre stood a gigantic drum, 
whereat twelve weird old hags thumped 
unceasingly with crossed hands, keeping 
time enovgeticallv with then* ieet, ivhue 
-under the- most friglitfal contortions and 
gesticulations, they cursed ,aiid screamed 
defiance to tlie enemies of the state, bix^ , 
ty concubines, their faces besmeared with j 
red ochre and grease, and their frizzled locks i 
white under a coat of lard, sang and danced 
with increasing vehemence — their shrill 
melody, regulated by the drum, now d\ym- 
dVmg into recitative, now bursting forth into 
a deafening chorus. Ardcnid this strange 
' group, the dismounted cavaliers formed fif- 
teen deep, and filling the entire co^irt, poised 
.each his trq>% of blood aloft upoivfhe glit- 
tering point of Ms fence, and as the whole 

danced, and whooped, and howled like v;iid 

beasts, warrior ate warrior, springing with 

;a fiendish yell into' the centre of the ring, 
his prize contemptuously . upon the 

S tmd, and kissing the dust, did abject 
iiage at the feet of ,the^tTfiumphant des- 

' ptit. ' “ \ y' ' ''' . « 

“ Behold in me the king’s gr^ht warrior, ^ 
BOW resounded Irorn every quarter. ‘tl it 
was wlio slew his enemy in Hie op^n field, 
or speared hitn in the open hut. Ma,y»viC“ 
torv ever atteitil'lie armies in the beliile. 
May SiVhela Seto|ie,i^tgn for ever 
.creiierai shout and cfeshlpgqf shields, w-ith 
the sudden cessatl'ohW’the wM 
''ianfiouncofl the close pag^jfei 

■ ' - The curtain dropped' 


from his bag’gagc*_ and Ihe grief and con- 
sternation which prevailed during six days, 
had only been dispelltd by the unexpected 
and triumphant return of tlie victorious 
army. Evil omens, had, indeed, resounded 
through the departing camp, but destiny 
had been satisfied with a youthful scion 
of the royal stock ; and, althougli the.weap- 
'ons of a" lost descendant of the house of 
Solomon adorned the rud'6., walls of the pa- * 
gan Galla, still fire and swexd had rava.ged 
their fair country ; and the ridi booty with 
which the adjacent meadows wfere. profuse- 
ly dotted, proclaimed a harvest which, du- 
ring thirty years and eighty-four successive 
expeditions, had not been eclipsed'yi the 
annals of Arnhara bloodshed and rapiita, 


CHAPTER 


LX-xIfe 


NUPTrAnS IN EIG-H LIFE. 

Ayto Hiekat’s crime brought its own 
punishment. Three days after the return 
of the expedition lo Angollala, he was hon- 
ored with the irand of Woizoro Belete 
Shatchau;'^ a shrew possessing the most 
diabolical of tenipers, whom two husbands 
had already divorced, ahhough a princess 
of the blood royal. 

On the morning appointed for tno nup- 
tials, the British embassy received air early 
summons to the palace, in oriler to witness 
the ceremony. The throne was tricked 
put with imnsual gaycty for the occasion, 
and the king, seated in the highest possible 
spirits, was still in the hands of the barbei*, 
wlio, having curled the last lock, was ad- 
justing the green sa7'eli. The court-yard 
was airead.j’-'crowded , with specLators, and 
a numerous train of female slaves, who had 
entered bv. a side-door, were arrangiog 
themselves in front. The- qmiint, locse 
pliemisos of blue and red, with^ broad white 
..borders, which formed the attire of all. im- 
patted a most , grotesque appearance, and 




" » to alL*’ 
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each carried on her woolly head a large tance with their long whM' wands; while 
wicker basket, veiled under bead draperies an escort of three htmdred chosen spear- 
arranged in every variety of fanciful van- men, flanked by nobles, eunuchs, and pages, 
dyke. These antique figures and their on horseback, brought up the rear, amM 
burdens constituted the do-wer of the bride, the thumping ot nugareets fi*om the hill 
whose wedding garments had' been sup- top, and the shrill acclamations of the en- 
plied by the embassy, and who presently tire female population of the town, which, 
entered, riding upon "a white mule, gayly rung from every eminence in honor of the 
tricked out in forked housings, chains, and nuptials of Princess Belete Shatchau. 
brass bells. The Princess Worka Ferri,"^' My Galla' subjects revolted," exclaim- 
iier sister, followed upon a second, similarly ed the despot tauntingly, as soon as the 
caparisoned ; and both ladies were distin- wedding was over — My Galla tributaries, 
guislied by large aftabgirs of crimson silk, revolted : 1. have played them one trick, 
as well as by a cowl of sliver network which and I will shortly play them another.’^ 
Covered the hair, and terminated in a tiara The customary congratulations after a 
of pendants and globules falling over the victory were oftered in the . words, “ God 
forehead, A crimson-striped robe formed has aided your arms.’^ “ Yes,” replied the 
the costume of each, and their naturally monarch ; the God of my fathers has 
plain faces were rendered hideous by a assisted me — I have slain four thousand 
coat of red ochre with blue-stained arches six hundred of mine enemies, and have, 
in the place of eyebrows, which it is the captured thirty-seven thousand and forty- 
iashion of Shoa to pluck out. two head of cattle.” 

Next ill order came the royal hand of When complimenting the king on the 
music, with numerous mounted female at- clemency extended toward the prisoners 
tendants clad in pea-green vests. A dance of war, who had on this occasion been re- 
and vocal chorus was continued during a leased for the first time during his reign, 
quarter of an hour, to the dissonant thun- the opportunity was not lost of comment- 
der of the war drum ; and, as the umbrel- mg upon the destruction of innocent and 
las filed slowly across the court through helpless children, as being a most ihhuipan 
the opposite wicket, the happy bridegroom practice, and one quite unworthy^ of the 
approached the throne, and did homage to Christian warrior. The despot smiled, as 
the sovereign who had thus rewarded his if half ashamed; and looking down, re- 
services by alliance. The presence of the plied, “ I am aware that it is bad, but m 
priest is so far from being held ihdispen- all countries we must conform to thfdM- 
sable, that a wedded pair forms a rare toms tliat prevail. The (^ia dest^'tjy the 
phenomenon in Abyssinia. No marriage Amhara without discrimination^ *tna we 
rites whatever solemnized this union, and do but retaliate. You must ’ 

the shrew, in full procession, proceeded me on my next campaign,Ai ^nuary. 1 
straightway to spend the honeymoon at shall build a fortified Karabarei!:, 

the abode of her third husband, who, fol- and you must there.>*«y with me. VV hen- 
lowing a,t a respectful distance, exhibited ever you ^are ps^ent 1 will release the 
-in his features small anticipation of con- captives.” 

jugal felicity. l)uring>!^fi® absence of the army at Gar- 

■ Descending through the great gate.s ra Moo, one of the hfohammadan in- 
train of dirty cook boys led & van, h=ar- habiants of Argobba been wavW 
ing on their heads pots, pans, and cuiinary Wantonly murdered by the AJa.^ 
Utensils. One hundred Wle -aves foj- who are. m constant feud with the fronter 
lowed, carrying baskets of b«ad, vessels popalation of Ew. The relaUons and 
of hydromel, bedding, wearing apparel, clansmen of the deceased surprised the 
and other baggage remis'd on the journey, village to which the assassins belong 
Next came thl fend rf flutes, in full play, and, m revenge, slew sixteen souls. Wul- 
ancl,immediatelTbe.’imd,the amiable bride asnia Mohammad succeeded, alter much 
hor.seli; most aptV styled “ superior to all.” diftcuby,.in apparently pacdymg the low- 
Two maids of iionor, bearing decorated land tribe, who bad in their .urn sworn 
barillos of choice wines from the royal npoii the Koran to take bloialy vengeance ; 

« f- , » • •' Tin omnno,?* hrsH im nofumPn ymni lilS 


cellars, reile on either side of their mis‘ 
tress. Numerous mounted Amazons— 


but no sooner had he returned from tlie 
border tliau thirteen hfosiem females, pro- 


UUSS, xMUueruuto iuuuuhcu — 1;- ----- - 

mustv-looking Ethiopio figures in blue and ceedmg from the town of Channooto draw 
whiti; smockJ, and party-colored bead hel- water in the wady, were barbarously buteli- 

nets, kept the inquisitive crowd fit a dis- er^ at me well.' - 

. ^ ^ ,,, This tragedy being tollowed ^bf an 

''A . -i. e. Gokien Frail. , .plication 'for troopS to chas-tise 'tiie dellu- 

f , ^ ' IB* ' - ' 
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quents, now induced the remaik, that “ if 
fte Ada'iel could see one fourth of the 
Amhara host, they would cease to trouble 

the frontier.” . 

« No,” replied his majesty,^.” it will not 
do. My grandfather tried his arms with 
the people helow, hut he was surprhed, 
and lost four thousand men a-nd six t^n- 
sand oxen in the bed of a dry ravine. The 
water of "the hcalla^' is putrid, and the air 
hot and iinwhoiesorne. Noxious vapop 
arise during the night, and the people die 
from fever." We fear their sultry climate 
and their dense forests, and their mocte of 
warfare. Thev leave open only one ave- 
nue ; and when the Christians enter the 
thicket, breaking short their lances, they 
rush in and %ht at close quarters. No 
one can stand against them. Our muskets 
avail nothing, by reason of the trees and 
bushes. Furthermore, the ■ Ada'ieV are 
subtle in strong medicines. . They poison 
the wells with drugs, and corrupt the water 
with ’magic spells and enchantments. It 
their wont to mix together " the flesh of 
a black dog, a cat, and a certain forest 
bird. This they strew craftily about the 
ground, and vrhpso eateth thereof becomes 
iiisane and dies,'’ 

■ The. presents which custom enforces 
afteh .a victor^', w'ere now placed at the 
foot o£ the throne, according to the eti- 
<iuette of the court. ‘‘ My children,” re- 
sumtd the king, - 1 am your father. I am 
rich. Vou have already given me too 
much, anl I desire not your property., 
wish only your love, and for that of 
your nation. 1 am fully aware of the ob- 
jects of your resic*-^Qce m my kingdom. I 
'have semi your chai^cter, and know that 
you will-slky elephants, >xid buffaloes, and 
wild beasts." You must no. go but 
uccompanv me on many more oxpeditibi^i 
You have" now seen much people. ‘ Yok 
must go- with me to Guragim, wheio yon 
-will behold other tribes, and a tar more 
.^extensive country. I, shall build a w 
-My, father subdued ail the population of , 
^)koa, and I fear no Onemy to the south, 
i#"GUr4gue, Enareaj on -^ngero. None 
can stand before me. The Adaiel and the 
people of Geshef alone contend . with me. 
fn Geshe they have large shields,- and fight 
hand to hand. The country of the Adel 
is difficult of access, and unfortunate "for 
the Axnhara.’N It ia an old dependency of 
^ the empire of rny' ancestors, but the men 
are bra%’e, and stahcl firm in battle. They 
' will not run away.^’\' - 


^ i, e. litivf 
■} A province on the no-rthenc^frotttapi: of ^hoat. 


CHAPTER LXXIII. ^ 

CHRONICLE or THE INVASION OE BIOHAMMAD 
GRAAN." 

The allegiance claimed from the Adaiel 
by the. emperors of Ethiopia, is known to 
have become evasive at a very early period. 
Centuries ago, gold was returned for gold, 
apparel for apparel; and the intractable 
Moslems were studiously kept in good 
humor whensoever they thought proper to 
visit the court of Abyssinia. " Their reve- 
nues arose chiefly from the supply of , 
camels for the transport of merchandise to ‘ 
various parts of Africa, and from the im- 
portation of fossil salt, which then, as now, 
passed instead of silver currency, and for 
which they purchased slaves, together with ; 
the rich staples of the interior. Thus the 
interests of Adel and of' Abyssinia have 
always been so intimately linked, that the 
declaration of war was certain to prove 
disastrous alike to the victor and to the 
vanquished, since it must interfere equally 
with the commerce by which both were 
enriched. Nevertheless, upon all suitable 
opportunities, the fanatic lowlanders.’pged 
by religious hate, plundered the .Christian 
churches, massacred the. priests, and put 
the monks and friars to torture, until they 
at length drew upon themselves a war of 
extermination. 

The Abyssinian chroniclers state that. 
Amda Zion, wlio died at Tegule.t about 
the middle of the fourteenth century, first 
made a retributive inroad, in co3is|rfiience 
of his rebellious vassals hav.|^f'®'mong 
many other derogatory expressions, taunt- 
ed him as ‘‘ a eunuch, fib only to lake care 
of women.” But the emperor was never 
beaten. He overran and' laid waste the 
. plains, from: the mountains to the borders 
, Uf the ocean, and swept off to the highlands 
p^Kodigious amount of cattle. Every spe- 
I ciesX enormity appears to have been prac- 
’ 'Hiced in^retaliation by the x^nibara, who 
were coiiYk:j.anded to “ leave nothing alive 
that drew the^breath of life.” This behest 
was obeyed wi’^a.all the rage and cruelty 
that revenge ancK difference of religion 
could inspire ; and Wfore the termination 
of the campaign, the dauntless young king 
of Wypoo had been slaan, together with 
Saleh, the king of Mara, who boasted de- 
scent in a direct line from the Apostle. 

Constant commercial intercourse had 
long been maintained between Cairo and 
Abyssinia, both across the desert and by 
way of the Red ' Sea. Great caravans, 
Composed formerly of pagans, but now of 
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Mohammadans, passed in witliont molest- ed himself to be the bearer of a fragment 
a'iion, and dispersed Indian maniifac^res of wood belonging to the true cross on 
through the heart of Africa, Friars, priests, which Christ died, which relic had been 
nuns, and pious laymen, in vast numbers, sent^as a token of friendship to her brother 
also set out anniiaily on a pilgrimage to Emanuel, by the empress over Ethiopia 
Jerusalem, whither, • with drums beating and this overture was in due time followed 
before the holy cross, they proceeded by by the arrival at Massowah of an embassy 
the route of Suakem, making long halts from the- king of Portugal, 
for tiie performance of divine service. But Father Alvarez has recorded the unfa- 
wutlithe power of the Mamelukes, all com- .vorablo reception experienced in Slioa at 
monication across the desert, whether for the hands of theyoOng emperor, wmo could 
commercial or religious purposes, was never be brought, to recognize his mother’s 
closed to tlie Christians. Afcer the con- proceedings, which had led to this influx 
quest of Egypt and Arabia by Selim L, of foreigners.' At the age of sixteen, hay- 
' caravans were invariably attacked, the old ing adopted the title of Wamg Suggiul^ 
were butchered, and the yoitirg swept into signifying, “ feared among the lions,” he 
slavery ; for the emperor of the Ottomans, had taken tlie field in parson against Ma- 
fuliy imbued with the merciless bigbtry' of foodi, who, backed by the rebellious king 
his creed, held it .a sacred duty to convert of Adel, still* continued his wasting inroads 
by the sword, the subjects of a monarch on the Christian frontier. At the opening 
whose ancestor had been honored with the of the campaign, this iauatic, who had re- 
correspondence of the great founder of the solved either to conquer or to die a martyr 
Saracen empire. Many ilrabian mer- to his I’eligion, threw down the gauntlet 
chants, flying about the same period from of defiance to the Christian chivalry, and 
the violence and injustice of the Turkish it was Anstantly accepted. The infidel 
tyrants, had sought an asylum in the oppo- was slain in single combat by the. monk 
site' African states, whereupon the Otto- Gabriel, a soldier of tried valor, vvlio had 
, mans took possession, from Aden, of the assumed the monastic cap during the pre- 
sea-port of Zeyla, and not only laid, the ceding reign in consequence of having 
•Indian trade under heavy contributions, by been deprived of the tip of his tongue for 
means of their galleys cruising in the nar- treasonable freedom of speecli. Cutting 
row straits of Sab el Mandeb, but threat- off the head of this vanquished antagonist, 
ened the conquest both of Adel and Ahys- he now threw it at the feet of his royal 
sinia. ■ master, and exclaimed, “ Behold, sire, the 

Betwixt these countries there subsisted Goliath of the Infidels !” The green stand- 
peace from the death of Amda Zion to the' ard of the Prophet and of the faith was 
middle of the fifteenth century. TWard, taken, twelve thousand of the Islams were 
the close of the reign of Zara Yacoob, slain, and the youthful emperor, in ^defi- 
who founded Debra Berhan, the flame of ance, struck his lance through the door 
discord was again fanned by a certain of the king of Adel The monk who had 
queen of Zeyia, who is said to have as- thus delivered Abyssinia from her worst 
pired to the hand of the emperor ; but the scourge, was welcomed with the applause 
Christian anus v/ere still in the ascendant, of the whole nation. . His path was spread 
Bieda Mariam, the next occupant of the with green branches of the myrtle. Maid- 
throne, passed his life in a constant strug- ens pressed forward to strew flowers in his 
gle to assert supremacy over the low conn- path, and matrons, celebrating his achieve- 
try ; and, on his death-bed, he caused him- meats with songs, placed garlands on his 
self to be so turned that his face might be head, and held out their babes to gaze at 
toward the sandy deserts of the Adaiel, to the warrior as he passed, 
whoso subjugation his whole energies had It was shortly after the departure of the 
for ten yeans, been devoted. Portuguese embassy that Graan, “ the 

Mafoodi’s inroads, it has been seen, com- Left-handed” — then king of Adel — made . 
meuced d tiring the reign of Alexander, his first appearance on the Ethiopian stage, 
They continued, with increasing horrors, where he was long tlie principal actor. In 
throughout that of his successor Naod, league with, the Turkish bashaw on the 
Nebk Dengei being only eleven years of coast of Arabia, this mighty warrior sent 
age when called to the throne, Helena, his his- Abyssinian prisoners to Mecca, and in 
mother, ruled during his minority. Albu- return waS furnished wnth a large bodymf 
■ querque was at that period viceroy of India, , Janizaries, at the head of whom he burst 
, and to him the queen-dowager sent to i'm- into Efat and Fatigar, drove off the popu- 
plore assistance for troubled Abyssinia, lation, ahd kid waste the country with lire. 
Arriving at Go^, the embassador ahnbunc- In 1528 he took possession of Shoa, over- 
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laB Amhiia, tot all &e churches, ^ 
swept off immense booty. , In his nejrt 
cam^ign wintered m Be^e- 

jneder, W the following jm: hunted the 
Lperor like a wild beast through Tigre^to, 
the borders of Sennaar, gave batfle to the 
roval troops on the banks of the Nile, with 
his own hand slew-the monk Gabnel, who 
had vanquished Mafoodi in single combat, 
cut the army to pieces, practiced every 
species of atrocity, and set tire to halt the 
churches in Abyssinia. 

Famine and plague now raged, and car- 
ried off those whom the sword had spared. 
The princes of the blood were aU de- 
stroyed, A.xnm was burnt, and the mpn- 
aroh himself, after being, compelled to take 
3 *efii 2’6 in the wiideru^ss, w?i.s iiiiJiiiy smin* 
With him died also the boasted splendor of 
the Abvssinian court, for he was' the last 
monarch of Ethiopia who displayed tire 
ma^iihcence of a “ king- of kings/’ ^ 
Mark, the aged archbishop, had, on ms 
death-bed, appointed as hi^ successor John 
Berin,udez, a Portuguese who, had been 
detained in the country, and at the request 
of Claudius, who succeeded to the throne, 
he now proceeded to Europe to obtain as- 
sistance. Don Christopher de Gama, with 
five hundred soldiers, obtained possession 
of Massowaln slew the governor, and sent 
his head to Gondar, where, as an early 
pledge of future victory, it was received 
' with raptures by the queen. The general 
was shortly confronted hy Graan in per- 
son. Artillery and muskets were for the 
first time opposed in Abyssinia, and the 
Portuguese leader being wounded, took 
refuge in a cave. Deaf to persuasion, he 
refused to seek safety in flight ; and a 
Turkish lady of extraordinary beauty, 
whom he had made prisoner, and who had 
affected conversion to Christianity, shortly 
betrayed him to the enemy. He was ear- 
ned before Graan, who with his left hand 
cut off his head, and sent it to Constanti- 
nople, his body being mutilated, and sent 

m portions to Arabia.- 

iBut the Portuguese were far from being 
diSeartened by this grievous misfortune, 
and the ’armies were shortly in a position 
again to . try their strength. Befpre the 
engagement had well commenced, Peter 
Lyon, a TOarksm.an of low sttore, but 
passing valiant withal, who had’ been valet 
to Don Christopher, having stolen nnper- 
ceived along . channel of a ravine, 
shot Graan through 'the fcdy.' 'He fell 
: horse. M .adTance 

of the troops, and the Mdier, cutting off 
one of the infiders into his 

fObto* This* success’wailM^ed’^ the ^ 


total rout of the Mohammadans ; and an 
Abyssinian officer of rank finding the bcidy 
of the redoubted chief, took possession of 
his mutilated head, which he laid at the 
feet of the emperor in proof of his claim 
to the merit of the achievement. Having 
witnessed in silence the impudence of his 
rival, the vaiet produced the trophy from 
his pocket, with the observation that his 
majesty doubtless knew Graan sufficiently 
well to be quite certain “"that he would 
suffer no one to cut ofi his ear that pos- 
sessed not the power to take his head also.'' 

Delivered from his enemy, Claudius now 
sought to repair the ravages which had 
been committed in his country. A total 
eciiF=^e of the sun sliortly threw both aimy 
and court into consternation— every igno- 
rant monk wdio practiced divination decla- 
ring the phenomenon to portend another 
invasion from the lowland ers. -.But in spite 
of this prophecy an interchange of prison- 
ers took place. Del Wiimbarea, the widow 
of Graan, had thrown herself into the wilds 
of Atbara, and her son Ali .leraad, who was 
made prisoner after his father fell, being 
now set at liberty, Prince Menas, only 
brother to the emperor, was released from 
his captivity in the sultry deserts of Adel, 
whither he had been carried during, the 
reign of Nebla Dengel. 

Noor, the ameer of Hhrrar.^ who was 
deeply enamored of Dei Wuvnbarea, had 
proved the means of her escape^ from the 
fatal field whereon her husband died. The . • 
heroine now pledged her hand in marriage 
to the hero who should lay the head of 
Claudius at her feet ; ' and Koor instantly 
sent a message of defiance to the emperor, 
wdvo was engaged in rebuilding the cele- 
brated church of Debrawork,* which had 
been burnt by the infidels. Claudius, who 
had almost by a miracle rescued Abys- 
sinia irom the Mohammadans, marched in- 
stantly to accept the challenge. Many 
prophecies were current among the sol- , 
diery that the campaign was to prove un- 
fortunate, and the hot-headed monarch to 
lose his life ; but he laughed at these 
monkish predictions, avowing death in the 
midst of an army of unbelievers to be in- 
finitely preferable to the longest and most 
prosperous reign. 

The rival armies were on the very point 
of engaging, in the year 1559, when the 
high-priest of Debra Libaiios rushed be- 
fore the emperor, to declare a vision, in 
which the angel Gabriel had warned him 
not to suffer the king of the church of 
Ethiopia, to expose himself - in a need.le,ss 
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, A DROVE OF SLAVES- 

%ht. Thus discouraged, the cowardly 
Aijyssinians Instantly fled, leaving Clau- 
dius supported only by a handful of Por- 
tuguese soldiers, who were soon slain 
.around his person, and he immediately after- 
ward fell, covered with wounds. His head 
was cut oil", and laid by Noor at the feet of 
Del Wmnbarea. who, in observance of her 
pledge, became' his wife ; and with truly 
savage fero(*ity comnianded the trophy to 
be suspended by the hair - to the branches 
of a tree before her door, in order that her 
eyes might continually be gladdened by 
the sight It hung in this position during 
three "years, ere it was purchased by an 
Armenian merchant, in order that it might 
he interred in the holy sepulchre of St. 
Claudius at Antioch ; and the name of the 
i; hero who had been victorious in every ac- 

; lion save that in which he died, has since 

I been enrolled in the volarninous catalogue 

? of Abyssinian saints, where it now occu- 

^ pies a conspicuous place as the destroyer of 

p . ,Mk)hammad,,.snmamed ‘‘the 'Left-handed.” 



CHAPTER LXXIV. 

I"; . ■ : ■ ■ ■; , ■ ■ ■ 

I ' PKOCBEDINGS AT ANGOLLALA. 

I ‘ Ceetain Abyssinian potentates of old 

f r are recorded by their biographers, to have 
I bestowed in religious charity ail worldly 

\ substance, saving the crown upon their 

I heads. Such will never be recorded of 

‘ Sahela Selassie, whose endowments, al- 

I though frecpient, are invariably regulated 

I ■ by prudence. Reluctance to part with 

f property possessed, stigmatizes his every 

I . act of muniflceiice, and thriltiness even, 

? adulterates the incense of his votive sacri- 

i flee. The countless droves of sturdy beeves 

; which now ranged over the royal meadows, 

; were daily inspected with evident signs of 

satisfaction ; but while the sleekest wore 
distributed over the various pasture lands, 
the leanest kine.were dispatched to the sev- 
eral churches and monasteries, as offerings 
after the successful campaign. 

At this season of rejoicing and festivity, 
tiie host of maimed, diseased, emaciated, 
and loathsome objects, that habitually in- 
fest the outer court, or crawl in quest of 
alms around the precincts of the palace, 
had increased to a surprising extent, in or- 
der to share the royal bounty. Swarms of, 
itinerant paupers, who bivouacked under 
’the old Galla wall, sang psalms and hymns 
m the streets during the entire night ; and 
long before dawn, tire clamor commenced 
I the tents of a throng of mendicants. 


.ROyAD BEDCHAMBER. 

I resembling the inmates of a lazar honse, 

! who with insolent importunity reiterated 
their, adjurations for relief by -Georgis, 
Miriam, Michael, and every otlier saint in 
the Abyssinian calendar. Many petty pil- 
ferings were of course committed by this 
rag‘ged congregation ; and a deputation of 
the inhabitants of Aiigolalla soon present- 
ed a petition to the throne, praying for the 
dismissal of the vagrants, who had become 
qn intolerable public nuisance. 

■ On the festival of Tekla Ilaimanot, the 
embassy received an invitation to witness 
the distribution of the royal alms, which , 
was to be followed by a beggars’ feast. 

The wonted inmates of the palisaded in- 
closure were no longer there ; but their 
place was occupied by a drove of even 
more wretched beings just imported with a 
caravan from Gurague. Upward of six ■ 
hundred slaves, of every age, from child- 
hood to maturity, and most of them in a 
state of perfect nudity, who had been 
snatched by the hand of avarice from the ' 
fair land of their birth, were huddled to- , 

gether under the eye of the rover for in- ' ^ 

spection by tlie officers of the crown, pre- ; 

, paratory to being driven to market ; and ; 

the forlorn and destitute appearance, both i 

of old and young, stamped them objects i 

but too well-fittea for participation in the j 

charity of a Christian monarch. 1 

Immediately on amval within the court- ! 

yard of the' palace, the British strangers - 

were conducted by the king to the royal | 

bed-chamber — a gloomy apartment, J ighted i 

chiefly by the blaze of an iron chafiug-dish, 
and shared not only by a Moolo Paiada cat, J 

with a large family of kittens, but by three | 

favorite war-steeds, whose mangers were ^ 

in close proximity to the well-screened 5 

couch. Cleanliness did not characterize ^ 

the warm curtains^ and altliough cotton j 

cloth had been pasted round the mud walls : 

for the better exclusion of the wind, an air ^ 

of peculiar discomfort was present. A 
rickety aiga in one corner, a few hassocks ^ 
covered with black leather, an Ethiopic * 
version of the Psalms of David, and a 
carpet consisting of withered rushes, were 
the only furniture ; and the dismal aspect 
of the room was further heightened by the 
massive doors and treble palisades which 
protected the sjumbers of the suspicious 
despot. 

In one corner stood an unopened bottle, 
to which the king pointed, and laughed 
heartily. It had been obtained from the 
Gyptzis by the master of the horse, in or- 
der to prove that old Co^ac was not more 
potentthanthe ardent spirits manufactured 
in tlie royal distillery, which Is so liberally 
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seasoned with Cayenne pepper as to re- 
semble tlie strongest “ cholera^ mixture. 
Finding the cork sealed, his majesty had 
resolved, after much deliberation, that this 
new acquisition should be enrolled by the 
scrivener in the catalogue of his treasures, 
and hoarded with the '"other foreign curi- 
osities in the magazine at Aramba. A 
label of vellum having accordingly been 
attached, the donors were requested to 
write thereon in fair Amharic characters 
“ a statement of the contents, accompanied 
by copious directions for their use, and dis- 
tinct instructions relative to the proper 
dose.'’ 

This had been done, and his majesty’s 
mirth arose from a not-to-he-mistaken por- 
trait of a certain contemptible little subject > 
of his own, with a passing red nose, lying 
prostrate on his face beneath the following 
written caution: — ^“Fire water— recom- 
mended in small quantities; maximum 
dose one half wanicha.^ Let him who 
shall exceed this measure beware of the 
fate of Berik.” This allusion, made for 
the benefit of posterity, needed no interpre - 1 
tation ; for it was already matter of scandal i 
that the subject of the caricature, who was 
employed under the purveyor-general, and 
never omitted to repair to the fireside of 
the Gyptzis at their hour of dinner, in or- 
der to obtain a share of his own bad ‘Mion- 
ey-water,” had recently quaffed, for some 
imaginary ailment, a dose of eau-de-vie^ 
which so bewildered his never very brill- 
iant ideas, that he was discovered the fol- 
‘ lowing morning, by his wife, lying at the 
foot ot‘ a steep precipice, with a face dis- 
figured for life. 

. The young princes of the blood royal 
had arrived in the course of the morning, 
for the purpose of being invested with 
governments ; and in tfie~ Verandah of an 
adjacent building pertaining to theTiarem,. 
Hailoo Mulakootjtlie elder of the two, had 
been pointed out by an attendant as the 
guests entered. He .disappeared instantly 
upon perceiving that he was observed, and 
wai no more seen ; but the before inex- 
plicable mystery^ which had brought about 
an acquaintance with precincts forbidden, 
was presently unravelled by the intTOduc^ 
tion of the younger brother, who, with e'yes 
veiled, was led in by a withered eunuch, 
in order tlmt he might receive medical as- 
sistance. ■ - 

Saifa Selassie “ the sword of the Trini- 
ty,” is an extremely aristocratic- and ' fine- 
looking youth, about twelve ‘years of a^e, 
possessing the noble features of ' his sire, 

8^ hom Uriaking-cap v«5e4ia ' 


wdth the advantage of a very fair instead 
of a swarthy complexion. ' Beneath a fed 
chintz vest of Arabian manufacture, he 
wore a striped cotton robe, which fell in 
graceful folds from the girdle, and from the 
crown of the head, a tassel of minutely- 
braided locks streamed to the middle of his 
back. This is the- light of mine eyes, 
and dearer to me than life itself,” exclaimed 
the king, withdrawing the bandage, and 
caressing the boy with the utmost fond- 
ness — “Give him the medicine that re- 
moves ophthalmia, or he, too, will be blind 
like his father.” 

His majesty was assured that no alarm 
need be entertained ; and that, although 
the cause was to be regretted, the day 
which had brought the honor of an inter- 
view with the young prince could not but 
be deemed one of the highest good fortune. 
Much affected by this intimation, he laid 
his hand upon the arm of the party speak- 
ing, and replied, “ We do not yet know 
each other as we ought, but we shall daily 
become better and better acquainted, 

“ Whence comes this rnaskql resumed 
the inquisitive monarch, raising a Catholic 
cross devoutly to his lips, as the royal 
scion was reconducted by the withered at- 
tendant toward the apartments of the queen 
— “to what nation does it belong?” “It 
is the emblem of those who, in their at- 
tempts to propagate the Romish religion 
in Ethiopia, caused rivers of blood to flow,” 
was the reply. “No matter,” exclaimed 
his majesty, in rebuke to the Mohammadan ; 
dragoman who would fain ha^^^-a'Sf^isted in 
the restoration of the papbf'/0pp^Jope— 
“ How dost thou dare to prolivdfj holy 
cross? These are Christians;/ 'and may 
touch it, but thou art an unbeliever.” (. 

The votaries of St. Giles had, mean- 
while, been ushered through a private 
wicket, and in the adjacent inclosiire a 
■crowd ' of' Tiorrfolo’^anT revolting objects 
formed the most ' miserable of spectacles. 
The palsied, the. leprous, the scrofulous, 
and those in the most inVeterate stages of 
dropsy and elephantiasis, w^ere mingled 
with mutilated wretches who had been be- 
reft of hands, feet, eyes, and tongue, by 
the sanguinary tyrants of Northern Abys- 
sinia, and who bore with them the severed 
portions, in order that their bodies might 
be perfect at the day of resurrection. The 
old, the halt and the lame, the deaf, the 
noseless, and the dumb, the living dead in 
every shape and form, were' still streaming 
through the narrow door ; limbless trunks 
were borne onward upon the^ spectres of 
asses and horses, and the blind, in long 
i Indian file, rolling their ghastly eyeballsg 
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and touching each the shoulder of his 
gigiftless neighbor, groped their way to- 
ward tlm hum of voices, to add new hor- 
rors to the appalling picture. 

All annual muster-roll being kept as a 
check, all who were ascertained to have 
been participators in the distribution of the 
precedingyear were unceremoniously eject- 
ed by the myrmidons of the purveyor-gen- 
eral, who has the interests of the state 
revenues warmly at heart. The mendi- 
cants were next classed in squads accord- 
ing to their diseases, and the dwarf father 
confessor, by no means the least frightful 
object ill the assembly, proceeded, in capa- 
city of king'd almoner, to dipense the royal 
bounty with a judicious hand. Sheep, 
clothes, and money, were distributed ac- 
cording to the apparent necessities of the 
wretched recipients, while each donation 
made was carefully registered by the scribes 
in attendance ; and half-baked bread, raw 
beef, and sour beer, in quantities sufficient 
to satisfy every monk and beggar in the 
realm, having been heaped outside the pal- 
ace gate, all ate their fill, and dispersed. 

Next to the merciful disposition of Sa- 
hela Selassie, in which his character offers 
its brightest theme for panegyric, his mu- 
nificence to the indigent may be ranked 
among his most prominent virtues. While 
the needy never retire empty handed from 
his door, no criminal ever suffers under the 
barbarous mutilation, so many distressing 
monuments of which had this day shared 
his liberality. Blood flowing from the veins 
of a subject ■ finds no pleasure in the eyes 
of the ruler of Shoa. Under his sway the 
use of the searing iron has become a thing 
obsolete, and the sickening sentence is un- 
known which in tlie northern states con- 
demns the culprit to the wrenching ofi* of 
hands and feet, whereof the teguments have 
previously been severed with a razor at the 
wrist and ankle. But widely opposed are 
the views of humanity entertained in dif- 
ferent climes ; and the scene which await- 
ed return from the banquet, although, in 
strict accordance with retributive Justice, 
was in appalling contrast with the more 
merciful fiat of civilized jurisprudence. 

A warrior had been convicted upon un- 
deniable evidence of the foul murder of his 
comrade in arms, with wffiom he had li\^ed 
for years on terms of the closest intimacy. 
During the recent campaign, he had gone 
with his companion into the wmod, and ta- 
king advantage of the opportunity afforded 
by hostilities'with the Gaila, had felled the 
unsuspecting man to the earth with a blow 
of his sword. Fame, such as is only to be 
acquired by the slaughter of the foe,prompt- 
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ed the dastardly outrage; and the treach- 
erous assassin who had imbrued his hands 
in the blood of his dearest friend, now 
placed the green trophy of valor trium- 
phantly on his guilty head. ‘'Where is 
thy brother ?” was the question that await- 
ed his return to the camp ; but, like Cain 
of old, he denied all knowledge of what 
had befallen the absentee ; and it was not 
until the mutilated body had been .discov- 
ered, that suspicion fell heavily upon him- 
self. 

Mourning relatives threw themselves in 
sackcloth at the imperial footstool, and 
cried aloud for the blood of the prisoner, 
.i^raigned before the monarch, the inves- 
tigation had been patiently conducted du- 
ring the beggars’ feast, and the “Fetha 
Negest,” having been duly consulted, the 
sentence proceeded from the royal lips-— 
" Take him hence, and deal with him as 
you will.” 

The last sun that was to shine upon the 
malefactor, was sinking fast toward the 
western horizon, when with hands bound 
behind his back, he was hurried from the 
presence for instant execution. Its rising 
rays had seen him seated at the dobr of the 
hut, while his young wife adorned his locks 
with the newly plucked branch of aspara- 
gus, that was the record of his infamy, but 
the meridian beam had witnessed his arrest 
The relatives of the murdered, and a band 
of the king’s headsmen, all armed with 
shield and broad-headed spear, now formed 
a close phalanx round him as he proceeded 
with the stoicism of the savage to meet 
his well-merited doom, and an infuriated 
mob followed, to heap taunt and ignominy 
upon his numbered moments. 

Impatient of delay, the friends of the de- 
ceased were about to immolate their victim 
on the meadow^ close to the encampment 
of the embassy ; but adjured by the life of 
the monarch, they urged the culprit over 
the rocky mound "adjoining the Galla^ wall, 
which was already crowded with a vast 
concourse of spectators, burning for the 
consummation of the last, sentence of the 
law. Scarcely had the unresisting crimi- 
nal passed the summit, than an eager hand 
stripped the garmentirom his shoulder, and 
twenty bright spears being poised at the 
moment, he turned his head to the one side, 
to receive a deep stab on the other. While 
still -reeling, a dozen sharp blades were 
sheathed n his heart, and a hundred trans- 
fixed the prostrate body. Swords flashed 
from the crooked scabbard^ — the quivering 
corse was‘ nmtilated in. an instant, and on 
the next the exulting e:!cecutioner3 took 
their way. from the gore-stained ground, 
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howlin'^ wMi truly;sava« satisfaction tha 

Christian chorus of death . ri i i 

^ Mother, sisters, and wives, now flocked 

iround the lifeles clay, rending the air with 

their piercing shrieks. “ Aks ! te hraw 
have iallen. the spirit of the bold has flea. 
‘•Wo unto us, we have lost tlie son of our 
declininu- tears”— “our brotner and oui 
husbaiKfis gone forever Bared breasts 
were beaten and scarified, and temples 
were torn with the nails until the evening 
closed, and it was dark whmi the monrnej 
ceased their shrill kmentattonsfor ihe ae.ul. 
But the turbaned priest was not 
absolution bad been given, 
sacTiimciit been partaken ; and the vinto^ 
lowed remains of the murderer would have 
found a tomb in the maw ot the hyena and 
the vulture, had not a chai'itable hand in- 
closed them under a cairn of stones by tlie 
highway side, where many a grass- grown 
UMund marks the fate of the cowardly as- 


due of tbeir flocks and herds, and were 
actively engaged in restoring their dilapi- 
dated habitations, when the Amhara hordes 
ao’ain hurst over their fair valley, slew six 
hundred .souls,, and eaptitred afl the-fehiaiii-. ' 
ino’ ca^ttle/ thus .completing .:the .ichastise- , . ' „ 
ment of these rlevdted. clans, wiio,;notwith.‘:, 
standing .'the .:geB'erous restoration oi' their . 
.enslave?i Tamilies.,:liad. flailed ..to .:make sub- , " 
mission— and redeeming the royal pledge 

“ to play the rebels another trick.’’ 

■’ The king had hot honored: Aiikoberwith^ ' ,^ 
his presence since the arrival in bhoa oi 
the British embassy, but his majesty now 
annouiiced his intention of entering the 
capital in triumph. Thinly attended, and, 

unscreened by the state umbrellas, he is- 
sued at: sunrise on horsehack through the 
drkosh hei\ the only addition to his wontea 
costume being a plume of nine feathers 
stripped from the rasa or egret, and worn 
, in the hair in token of his recent prowess 
mound marlts tne rate ui me 7 | . Putting his horse into a 

sassin, who has destroyed his , , rcvallon he never drew bridle until arrested 

the wood, and whose memory is coupled -onder gover- 

witli dishonor. * , . , adjacent districts joining the 

i royal corUge from various quarters, and 
i swelling the retinue to two thousand eqiies- ' 
I trians'i who continued at a furiobs pace to 
1 clatter over the stony, ground..,-; ^ 
i V , Mosabiet, .. a village ^ standi.n,g on a ' pmiin ; 
sula formed by the junction of the " 

i»/r_ IITi'TIfl.Tfs, its 


.CHAPTER LXXV. 
triumphal nNTnY to the capital, 


“ ■Reculeu pourfiiieux sauier,'^ is a max- 
im strictiv in accordance with his majesty s 
notions of strategy. Twenty days had 
elapsed since the return of the expediUon, 
when the arrival before the palace 01 six 
thousand head of cattle proclaimed the suc- 
cess of a second sweeping foray directed 
ai^ainst the Ekka and Fintinni ,Galla. A 
Mohammadaii merchant residing at Roque, 
the market town and great slave-mart ot 
Yerrur, was suspected of having with, his 
own hand skin the son of Ayto Besueh- 
nech, grand nephew to the king — ^this youth , 1 


fcUJia 

Mesk water with the Bereza, imparts its 
name to this, the most direct road from 
Ana-bllaia to Ankubei-. The river forded, 
the king mounted his mule, and diverging 
to the right, passed through a valley stud- 
ded with hamlets, the inhabitai^tf+'Ot which, 
male and female, came fort|.¥ritli many 
prostrations to the earth, wtilM the women 
raised their voices together in the usual 
ringing lielUtee. ^ ^ 

On all occasions of repicmg ond cere- 
mony, whether on the successiul return oi 
the monarch or of the "warrior, or on the 


nech, grand nephewto the si^hrof a pasBing procession, the ladies of 


pagans. To avenge his untimely death, a 
deSichffient consisting of- five thousand 
horseamderthe command of Ayto Berkie, 
Chile, and Dogmo,'the government of which 
latter chief had previously been extended 
in ackuowledsfment of his recent services, 
made a forced march through Bufga, and 
aUhou,gh foiled in their principal object. by 
the precipitate.flight of the rover tvhose Hie 
thev sought, tbe whole of his family and 
followers were massacred, Ixis effects plun- 
dered, and his house burmt to the ground. 

' " ' The suiwivors''#'the ahd'Fininni 
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mor of w’elcoine, moving the tongue wicii 
more than ordinary volubility against the 
palate, and producing a continuous succes- 
sion of tremulous notes, which are more 
agreeable to the listener than to the per- 
former. One watchful dame on the out- 
skirts perceives the approach of the caviih 
cade, and foriliwith' gives out her wild 
screech of warning. In a moment, the 
mountain side is covered with every female 
within hearing; the Bi'U UIJ 
gi'esses last and furious as they bend nearly 
double, to assist in upraising' the yelii^ 
I chcMfu^ ; teaM ‘Stream from their eyes.ia the 
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violence of the exertion, and far and near than dried manure. Arrived at the sum- 
the 4iills resounded with the gathered vol- mit of. the Chaka mountain, w^'here strag- 
ame of their shrill throats. ^ .gling cossos break the monotony of the 

The king halted lor a moment at a pile landscape, many hundred females, assem- 
of stones^ by the way-side, covered with bled from the numerous villages in the vi- 
rags, feathers, and dotvers, to wdiicl'i every oinity, lining the sim*ounding ^ heights, 
devout Christian adds his tribute while sa- again kept up One continued cry! It was 
luting it with his lips. It points to the droivned at intervals by discharges of 
mdiite-roofeci church oi Michael the arch- musketry, which echoed among the broken 
^itgel, peeping through a dark clump of glens as the despot descended ; and, pre- 
;jimipers at some distance fram the road, ceded by a ^r-dance wherein all the 
and many were the fervent kisses of adora- warriors joined, he linally took up his quar- 
tion bestowed by the triumphant warriors, ters for the night in a house separated by 
A little beyond, a largo Mack cross on the a deep inumbrated valley from the. capital, 
summit of the tumulus, directs attention to Early the ensuing morning the embassy, 
the residence ot Ayto Berri, quarter-mas- in Ml uniform, rode out to the Chaffa 
ter-general of the Amhara forces. Here meadow at the foot of the palace, to meet 
his majesty again diverged, in order to lead and welcome his majesty, w'ho, after ar- 
the cavalcade through the most thickly raying himself within a marquee erected 
populated tract; and resting for half an for his accommodation, shortly appeared 
hour in the Ungua-mesk, one of the many through a gorge in a low range of hills, 
royal meadows, now black with the Galla which was crowned on either side by 
herds, turned suddenly olf to the Motatit matchlockmen of the imperial body-guard, 
road, according to invaiiable custom, ob- These kept up an incessant fire as the 
served ^vhsii proceeding to the capital after ro^l cortege advanced over the grassy 
a successful foray. plain, preceded by ' a band of mounted 

Arsiamba water, styled at its point of waiTiors, who, as on the occasion of the 
intersection with the route usually pur- triumphant entry to Angollala, careered in 
sued, W'iwyhc/i intersecting circles.' The king bestrode a 

place of merchants/’ is a singular cataract, richly caparisoned mule, and wore a green 
rolling oyer columnar basalt, of which the scarf mantle of Delhi embroidery. A gol- 
ribbed cliffs on either side are thronged by den collbr encircled his neck, and a mas- 
bees. But by far the most interesting ob- sive silver akodama extended on either 
ject is a white pillar of stone, overgrown side a considerable distance beyond the 
with nettles, standing at the foot of the hills temples. The ends of the beam were 
which bound the Ungiia-inesk. “Graan’s hung with a profusion of silver chains a 
stone,*’ as this column is designated, is yard in length, while a row of .spang^d 
famous from an existing tradition that the pendants across the brow half obscured 
Moslem invader once tied his war-horse the eyes, and imparted a peculiarly savage 
tliereto. Tlie most preposterous legends aspect, which was enhanced by a large 
are to ibis day believed with reference to branch of wild asparagii.s floating above 
the personal prowess of the hero, his the curly locks, and by a white and crim- 
gigant ic stature, and the colossal size of son robe drawn across the lower portion 
his steed. Graan is said to have wielded of the face. 

a brand twenty feet, in 'length: and, al- As the cavalcade advanced, the embassy 
thoiigli it is matter of, notoriety that he having first saluted the royal peusonage, 
was shot in the manner already narrated took a place among the chiefs. The braves 
by a Portuguese soldier, he is represented continued to caricole until reaching the 
to liave received four thousand musket extremity of the meadow, where the as- 
biiliets before yielding up the ghost. The sembled priests and monks of Ankdber, as 
supernatural acdiievements of this conquer- well as of the neighboring churches and 
or are handed down in an extant Amharic monasteries, were drawn up to receive 
volume ; and his inroads gave birth in the their sovereign. The holy arks were each 
mmd of tho people of Shoa to a supersti- screened under the canopy of a large em- 
tioiis dread of the Ada'f el, such as 'was long broidered umbrella; and that of Bt. Mi- 
entertained of the Turks in ^Northern Eu- chaei, the senior, which had accompanied 
rope, and which it has been seen, extends the army into the field, was carried beneath 
even to the warlike monarch- an aftabgir of solid embossed silver, deco- 

Abundantly cultivated, and rich in gra- rated-with chain pendants and fretwork, 
smgiand, the tract passed over is through- Psalms having been chanted by the tnr- 
■out so .destitute of . trees and even.,bushes, baned body, who danced vehemently to 
lhat the Mmbitants. employ no other fuel Ubeir^qwm chorus, the 
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dral advancing', laid his hands on the , 
nf the victorious monarch, and gave his 
' hlessin^', when the procession movedeiow- f 
kr forward toward the foot of the hilL^ 

" The warriors, preceded by the royal 
band of kettle-drums and wind instruments, 
took the lead up the long steep and narrow 
oail'i, which winds along the verge ot a 
precipitoiiis ascent to the palace, percned 
on the very pinnacle of the cone/ A proc- 
lamation, through the herald, hping com- 
manded tl'ie presence of all the inhabitants 
of the capital and of the villages adjacent, 
every roof, bank, and cliff, was covered 
with females, who, as the king passed on, 
kept up an unceasing clamor. Becoming 
momentarily louder and louder, it had in- 
creased to a deafening din as he approach- 
ed the o-ate of the outer inclos are, where 
a dense mass of curled heads extended 
across the entire open area inifront of the 
palisades,- every wall, railing, eminence, 
and house-top, within the scope of vision, 
being thickly crowded with tiers of wo- 
men and girls. ■ . 4. 

Arms were presented as the state um- 
brellas passed the British escort, drawn up 
before the lower defences ; and within the 
stockade stood the high priests of the five 
churches, robed and riiitred. The clamor, 
the music, and the echo of musketry, con- 
tinued during the tedious ascent of the 
steep and difficult path, which, broken in- 
to steps, winds betwixt lofty palisades, 
throuMi nine gateways and lodges, to the 
inner inclosure. Here his majesty took 
his seat in a raised alcove, the throne, and 
the usual trappings of royalty, being on 
this occasion new throughout, and more 
'"than wonted cleanliness pervading every 
quarter of the palace. 

Once more the large drum m the middle 
of the court gave forth its deep notes. 
Three hundred concubines, seated in a cir- 
cle around, again screamed and clapped 
their stained hands in deafening concert. 

• A dancing girl, flanked by two wuld braves, 
whirled in front of -the throne, and in a se- 
ries of eugolistic’ rhymes composed by her- 
self, chanted a rehearsal of the' recent he- 
roic deeds of the puissant monarch, « who, 
although invariably triumphant oyer his 
heathen foes, had lieven decorated Ms roy- 
al brow with a branch much greener than 
that by which xtwas' now surmounted.” 
Each time she turned toward the crb\vd, a 
shrill clambr Of united voices rang foVth 
The chorus to her- verier The skin-clad 
warriors leaped and ItOwled ^kodamas, 
coronets, and silver kwords, glistened in 
tlie morning sun and, ah &e, chiefs, goy- 
Pernors, and" nobles, forinedm | semicircle 


on either side of tlie latticed balcony, 
stamped and clapped their hands in ^vage 
triumph — the populace, crowding the car- 
peted yard, and lining every wall, capered, 
yelled, and shouted with tlie wildest enthu- 
siasm. A general war-dance followed the 
cessation of the shrill notes of the song- 
stress, and the pageant concluded with a 
royal salute, fired by the artillery detach- 
ment over the British flag, which in honor 
of his majesty’s, arrival floated ^far below • 
in the centre of the capital of Shoa. 


CHAPTER LXXVI. 

THE PALACE AT At^XOBER. 

From the apex of the palace eminence, 
which towers three hundred feet above the 
surrounding terrace, down to the very base, 
the entire slope is studded' with thatched 
magazines and out-houses j and these, 
shame to the Christian monarch, form the 
scene of* the daily labors of three thou- 
sand slaves. In one quarter are to be seen 
groups of busy females, engaged in the 
manufacture of beer and hydromei. Flat 
cakes of teff and wheat are preparing by 
the hundred under the next roof, and trom 
the dark recesses of a building arises the 
plaintive ditty of those who grind the corn 
by the sweat of their brow . Here^ caldrons 
of red pepper soup yield up their potent 
steam ; and in the adjacent compartment, 
long twisted strips of old cotton rag are 
beino- dipped into a sea of molten bees 
wax? Throughoui the female establish- 
ment the bloated and Cross-grained eunuch 
presides ; and his unsparing rod instructs 
his loquacious and giggling charge, that 
they are not there to gaze at the passing 

stranger. - . . , i 1 

111 the sunny: verandah of the warcirobe, 
tailors and curriers are achieving all man- 
ner of amulets and devices—the ofl'spring 
of a savage brain. Blacksmiths are bang; 
ino' away at the anvil, under the eaves ot 
the banqueting-hall. Turbaned priests, 
seated in the porch, are armed with a par- 
ty-colored cow’s tail, wfith which they indo- 
lently drive the flies from musty volumes 
detailing tlte miracles of the saints, which 
ai-e elevated on a rack before their ancient 
eyes. In one shed notaries are diligently 
committing to parchment elaborate inven- 
tories of tribute received Sacred books 
I are being bound in a second. In a crowd- 
ed corner painters are perpetrating on the 
illuminated page, atrocious daubs of our 
i first father carrying spear and buckler m 
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the garden of Eden ; and in the long shad- 
ow thrown by the slanghter-house, whence 
a stream of blood is ever flowing across the 
road, carpenters are destroying bad ’ivood 
in a clumsy attempt to fashion a gun-stock 
with, a farrier’s rasp, for the reception of 
an old honeycombed-barrei which promises 
to burst on the very first discharge. 

Governors and nobles, with shields and 
silver swords, are seated as above.. Clam- 
orous paupers, itinerant monks, and ap- 
plicants for justice, fill the lower courts. 
The open arada before the great gale is 
choked with idlers, gossips, and immova- 
ble beggars, having seared eyeballs, and 
mutilated liins, who, froni the rising up to 
the going down of the sun, maintain one 
incessant howl of importunity. Oxen and 
asses, goats and sheep, have established 
their head-quarters in every filthy avenue. 
Newly-picked bones and bullocks’-skulls 
strew the rugged descent ; and on the last 
terrace, surrounded by stagnant mire, be- 
hold Ay to Wolda H-ana himself, seated in 
magisterial dignity, arranging the affairs 
of the nation. Hundreds tremble at his 
uncornpromising nod, and appellant and re- 
"" spoiident, accuser and accused, alike bared 
to the girdle, bend in cringing submission, 
as, in a cracked and querulous voice, the 
despotic, legislator delivers his arbitrary- 
fiat. , 

During the absence of the negoos on 
military expeditions, the most inquisitorial 
espionage is exercised over the actions of 
every foreigner, and the strictest police 
established, to insure the safety of the 
almost deserted capital. Every avenue is 
vigilantly guarded, and no stranger per- 
mitted to enter the town without permis- 
sion of the viceroy. Children only are 
sufiered to leave the houses after dark; 
and watchmen, patrolling in all directions, 
apprehend every adult who may be found 
abroad during the night. 

But Ankbber was now thronged to over- 
flowing. Brawds disturbed the streets, and, 
during the early hours of each evening, 
drunken parties were to be seen streaming 
home from the royal banquet, shouting the 
war chorus, and not unfrequently preceded 
by one of the court butFoons, engaged in 
the performance of the most absurd follies, 
antics, and grimaces. Day and night the 
invocations of a host of mendicants arose 
from every lane and alley, and importunity 
on the part of the wealthy had attained the 
point beyond which it was scarcely possi- 
ble to advance. Each ruffian who had de- 
stroyed an infant, considered that he pos- 
sessed an undeniable right to he “ deco- 
rated from' head to fooh and completely or- 
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namented.” Villains, streaming with ran- 
cid butter, entered the residency, and de- 
sired that the “ Gyptzis’s bead shop might 
be opened, as they had brought salt to pur- 
chase a necklace and the king’s three 
fiddlers^, who had each slain, a foe during 
the foray, appearing with the .vaunting 
green sa7'eti, attuned their voices and their 
squeaking instruments to the detail of their 
prowess, and claimed the merited reward, 
“ The gun is the medicine for the cow- 
ardly pagan who ascends a tree,” was the 
maxim of many who aspired to tlie pos- 
session of one of these weapons ; and for 
hours together men stood before the door 
with cocks and hens and loaves of bread, 
"to establish their right to the possession 
of “ pleasing things,” 

With the design of aiding the fast- 
swelling collection of natural history, re- 
wards had been offered to all who chose to 
contribute, and the king’s pages were kept 
supplied with ammunition for the destruc- 
tion of birds ; but the unconquerable love 
of sticking a feather in the hair almost in- 
variably spoiled the specimen. A bat, firm- 
ly wedged between the prongs of a split 
cane, was one day brought by a boy, who 
extended .the prize at arm’s length : “ I’ve 
caught him at last,” he exclaimed .with ex- 
ultation — It is the devil who had got into 
the monastery of Aferbeine ; Fve caught 
the rascal ; tom ahat ?” “ who is his fa- 
ther?” , ' 

^ After this, strong invective, wffiich is in- 
discriminately applied also, as occasis^fe- 
mands, to. man, lc>east, and every 
thing, the youth was not a little sU^pVt^ed 
to perceive tlie party who had been accost- 
ed quietly extricate the mu-:^h dreaded ani- 
mal with his fingers. A parly of females, 
who carried pitchers of water at their backs,, 
had halted in the road, and looking over the 
hedge, were silent spectators of the pro- 
ceeding. eragJ^ they exclaimed 

with one accord, placing their hands be- 
fore their mouths, as they ran horror- 
stricken from the spot — 0 wai Gypt,’^ 
Alas, Egyptians ! , “ far be such things 
from us 1” , ‘ 

On the festival of Michael the archan- 
gel, whose church immediately adjoins the 
palace, the monarch received the holy sa- 
crament in the middle of the night, and 
returned thanks for his victory, a chair hay- 
ing previously been obtained from the resi- 
dency, to obviate the fatigue stated by the 
message to have resulted from former ori- 
sons. The holy ark, which had brought 
success to his arms, was again placed un- 
der the silver canopy, and thrice carried in 
solemn procession around the sacred edi- 
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I defeat' to Eas Ali f ’ The chief smith was. 


lice under a salute of musketry and ord ^ 

Laro’e otferings were- as- usual | nevertheless, instructed to make h^nself 


made to it, aims distributed among the 
poor, a new cloth given to each of the 
king's slaves, and a feast prepared for 
every inhabitant of Ankober.- llejoicmgs, 

^ which had continued throughout the city 
since the triumphal entry, were this day 
renewed with increased energy, even girls 
and jonog’ children whooping war songs 
in celebration of the safe return of the 
warriors from battle. - 

But the voice of lamentation succeeded 
to the strains of joy. An eclipse had sud- 
denly iiiumbrated the moon, and as the 
black shadow was perceived stealing rap- 
idly onward, and casting a mysterious 
gloom over the face of nature, late so 
bright, the .exulting Christians were seized 
with the direst consternation The, sound 
of the drum was hushed, and the wild cho- 
rus was heard no more.. Believing - the 
orb to be dead, and that her demise prog- 
nosticated war, pestilence, and famine, the 
entire town and suburbs became a scene 
of panic, tumult, and uproar, wdiile women 
and men, priests and laity, collecting to- 
gellier in the streets and in the churches, 
cried aloud upon the “ Saviour of the world 
to take pity on them— to screen them from 
#ie wrath of God — and to cover them with- 
a veil of mercy for the sake, of Mary^the 
mother of our Lord.-” ' , ' 

The pagan Galla, of whom there ^ are 
many in Ankober, lifting up^th^in voices, 
joined in the general peUtien ; and, -from 
not comprehending tongue, 

placed upon it the ^^ost absurd construc- 
thd' whole period of the 
' Veto's observation, the wailing continued 
without intfirf mission ; and when the planet 
emerging^ sailed again through the firma- 
ment in. all her wonted brilliancy, a uni- 
versal shor of |oy burst from^ the lips of 
the savages, in/lfhe firm belief that the 
prayers and sobCqfifh® multitude had pre>: 
vailed, and had awakened, her from the 
isfeep'of death. '-H* 

.J^eglectof the pre^tion is said, on a 
former occasion to have'“^eB followed by 
the greatest public calamity; and. by the 
raining down of fire froxn above. His ma- 
jesty had been- previously apprised of the 
precise hour and minute at which the ob- 
scuration was to commence and terminate ; 
and his incredulity in. the first instance, 
was followed by equally unfeigned snrprase 
at tlie power's of dmaation displayed. 
« Eclipses are bad 4>srwa8,^fsaid.:th®v king,.' 
wd,teii their causes explained. 

«'Was Snbagddis pot-sWim the^,a]^pMf- 
-of one ; and did bring 


thoroughly acquainted with the use of 
logarithmic tables, and of ‘Hhe instruments 
that read the heavens^f’ and the royal at- 
tention was temporarily diverted from the 
study of medicine to the conleriipIa.tion of 
the celestial bodies. 

■ In Shoa, the silver sword is the, emblem 
of 3*aiik and authority ; and is girded on 
.the loins of none but those who enjoy an 
exalted place in the sovereign’s^ favor. 
The forfeiture of government and the loss 
of the cumbrous badge go hand in iiand ; 
and many are the weary hours of attend- 
ance Indispensable toward the rostoraiiori 
of either. On no foreigner, w'ho had yet 
visited the Christian land, hud this marlv 
of distinction been conferred ; but the des- 
pot now suddenly resolved that the fluted 
tulip scabbard , should adoni bis Engiish 
guests. You bring the stprs upon earth, 
and foretell coming events,” said his ma- 
jesty, as he presenteEthese tokens of favor, 
and" confidence- 7 -^" you are my children ; 
you possess strong medicine. Y'ou must 
wear these.Mvords in assurance of my per- 
manent love, that your name may be .great 
in the eyes of ali my people.” 


CHAPTER 
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ExcimsiONS abroad, continued as usual 
to occupy the royal leisure; and even 
wdxen rats and horned owls formed the ig- 
nominious quarry, the king’s Gyptzis were 
invariably simTimoned.> But the dark for- 
ests which clothe the foot of Mamrat prov- 
ed the favorite scene of these rambles; 
and tiiither the steps of the monarch were 
usually directed. Large colonies of the 
gureza^ which inhabit the noblest trees, 
extended an irresistible attraction ; and, 
although from their retired habits, no less 
than from their appearance, these inofien- 
sive’ apes are ' regai'ded in the light of 
monks, their holy character did not exempt 
them from froqiienr and severe punishment 
A shower of inm and stone balls tumbled 
one after the otlier from his perch on tlxe 
topmost branches of some venemble moss- 
grown woim. where, notwithstanding many 
cunning artifices, the white cowl and Ihe 
long snowy cloak upon the otherwise sa- 
ble body, betrayed the place of conceal- 
ment ; and numbers being soon pnwtrafe 
.'mm the ground; the survivors, amazed 

Intrusion^ were to be seen 
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swiiiginf from bongfr to boogh, like a 
slack-rope dancer ; and , leaping from tree 
to tree, as tfrey soagkt more secure quar- 
ters m tke, ,to man^. inaeceasibie, sidbs of 
tlie bail-capped 'depository of the- royal 
, treasures, which towered high overhead. 

Occupying nianifokl caves and sabter- 
rancaii crannies, in this rnost^ elevated 
ninuacle within the range of vision, tlie ■ 
Idolized riclies of Saliela Belassie are cov- 
ered witli massi\'e iron plates, barred, and 
secured by large hea,ps ot stone, A strong ■ 
guard of matchiockmeii occupies the only 
practicable ascent to this cold castle in the 
clouds ;■ and the keys of its weil-crammed 
cofrers, which are never opened .unless for 
the purpose of being still further stuffed, , 
are strictly confided to Ayto Habti, the 
master Cyclops of tlie realm. Standing 
revealed at the extremity of a forest vista, 
the huge wooded cone presents a grand | 
and imposing object, the avenues of tall 
trees, tliat form a leafy canopy above tho . 
path, screening the recesses of its dark 
defiles, while the fleecy vapor, stealing 
across the hoary summit,, disclose glimpses 
of the many smiling hamlets Avhich crest 
the Abyssinian Alps. 

A Mohammadari legend asserts that in 
time of yore, the Mother of Grace’’ tow- 
ered even to the skies, and so. remained 
until the first invasion of Graan.: Ameer 
NoGi%Jiis brother, the ruler of Hurruf.in 
its- golden days, having formed his camp 
upon a rising ground above Alio Amba, 
dispatched his chieftains ^n ail directions 
to 'slay, bum, and plunder. Upon their 
return, laden with , rich booty, obtained 
without having encountered a single Am- 
liara, the disappointed ameer exclaimed, 
in. his religious zeal, ’T is the mountain 
Mamrat that hides the dastardly infidels, 
^lay Allah, the only one God, who rules 
ovcfr the universe, grant thatpt be over- 
thrown, and my foes revealed V' Scarcely 
had the pious prayer escaped his lips, than 
the convulsed by ao earthquake to its 
very baisls, “reeled to and fro like a drunken 
man, anff^jmk to its present level * ■ 

“ The country of the AdaTel,” adds the 
same veracious authority, “ through Whidfi 
the ameer ieh the followers of the time- 
propliot, was in tbps'e days a trackless des- 
ert, totally destitute of springs *, but On his 
stamping his foot ufjoii the thirty soil: at 
the termination of each day’s march, then? 
gushed forth a fountain of ‘"living' water, 
which has continued tofloW'hntil thepres- 
, , .Boring the 

tlie'ait’-rival of tho jyioMiaJfrvaders | 
wijiMAe. ’’feeler, the Chrisifftns tfre said ^ 
■ danger hf perishing from 


labk of provision&i ’ pistil- fe, ^htbi^te . of 
Arg^bba, who nm. from 

the nafflLO of ’their ancestor, 
army by ^pUir% over the ■ 

skins fli Jei isvlth grain. In a battt® ' 

ate the- arrival of this seasons^ 
supply, ah Muggan, the governor of S^ey- 
la, was slain on the terrace betwixt Mam- 
rat and Alio Amba, and his body mutilated, 
and deft to the wild beasts ; whereupon 
Noor, his. brother, cursing the race -who, 
professing theffaith of Islam, had been the 
agents of so dire a calamity, doomed liieir 
necks fo be chafed for ever by the galling 
yoke of vassalage to unbelievers. 

Far hid in ^'the fugged bosom of tlie 
^‘Mother of Grace,” oiv the face of a pre- 
cipitous rock which rears its gray sci^p 
sternly above the sombre foliage, is a 
cious cell, often visited by the king. JDu”* 
ring one-half of the fourteenth century, it 
formed tlie abode of an anchorite, renown- 
ed far and wide for the austerity of his life, 
who invariably slept upon a bed of sharp 
thorns, and \^diose food was restricted^ to 
roots and wild honey. Ha.tsh Amda Zion 
was then engaged m his disastrous war. 
with Adel ; and the ascetic, seizing hk 
white staff, abaudoned Iiis rigoroua'aolttp^ 
for. the first' time, and, fired by religibu’s 
zeah fy.ehed into the presence of the em- 
peror, wa^ encamped on the banks oi 
the Hau/aSh. Displaying the holy cross to 
the dispirited soldiery, he exhorted them 
to he of good heark and not to let the stand- 


'bpoi^'ef the EeyelatioaS' pf ^ St.‘ Jbhn,,%at 
islaiism was that year to He crushed aitd 
trodden under foot throughout tlie world. 
At his bidding three merchants of Hurrur, 
who, under the guise of suttlers, performed 
the office of spies, were hung without trial 
upon tali treea,^nd their heads being trans- 
mitted to the kifrg of Adel, prm^ed tlie fore- . 
rimners of a bloody defeat, which he short2|' 
afterward su^ained. 

To ihe latest occupant of the cave of 
Mstnarat^ is attached the legend embodied 
in' the, ‘ensuing chapters. It is fully illus- 
trative of the groveilino* superstition that 
enthrals the Ashlmra, of which" none^ ever 
allude -to the dread sorcerer Thavanan^ 
without an Evocation to .the Deity. .He 
was an exiied'-noble of K or them Abyssinia, 
high in the fiVor of Asfa Woosen, fifth 
monarch of who took forcible posses^ . 
sionnf fik'sistel; and after degrading the 
efourtier'iof cs|:r|)osirig this despotic ipbashte, 
sentenpi^ film to. the loss of an 

with .aJiot hem. .Efelved to 
fee revenge, the ^ 
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worshipper of the eighty-eight invisible i 

mixliSi termed ^ to be the * 

emissaries of evil of Wurohal Mama, the 
king of tire Genies, whose conrt is held at 
the bottom of Lake Alobar^ in Mans, 
whence his drum is heard pealing over the 
water whenever war, famine, or pestilence 
are about to visit the lani Having pur- 
chased supernatural powers at the price of 
Ms hope^of salvation, Thavanan tormented 
the king by day and night — spirited away 
his seraglio, and, iiaving thus recovered 
his sister, deprived her oppressor of sight 
by means of magic spells. Taking the 
name of Abba Zowald, he then became, a 
stern ascetic *, and his bones are now 
watched day and night by Ms only disciple, 
himself in the vale of years, who emulates 
the piety of tiie departed father. They lie 
interred in the. cell beneath a pile- ol, rough 
atones, which during a long period pf mor- 
tification served , him for a couch, while 
roots and wild fruits formed his only fare. 
Angels are said to have ministered, unto 
him ; his voice was the voice of an oracle ; 
and none recognizing the sorcerer in a holy 
- Christian anchorite, who had despised the 
world and its vanities during , a period of 
fifty years, he lived universally' regarded 
in Abyssinia as a second Peter. 


CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

TIIE NECROMANCERj A LEGEND OF SKOA. 

In the lone recesses of a rocky cave re- 
clined the youth Thavanan, lost in gloomy 
ip©htatk)n. The lines of cares and study 
wi^re^ indelibly stamped upon, Ms elevated 
forehead; ‘^Snd although the bent brow aiid 
.the quiverhig lip^betokened a stern mental 
eonfiict^'sffl Courage and high daring shone 
bright through shroud of revenge wMch 

had settled dark features. The 

white robe of Ab^S&kiia .lay uneasy on the 
shoulder as Kis torture be- 
neath; and tlio which en- 

■ drcMdhis neck, the bafcolChristianity, 
i3fearly4urst in.twaihas sinews 

started- the throat, hkhour of 

agony! 'i . ■*”' 

A fearful' ., 3 toif,m- raged- 


by the sufferer, and ever and anon, starting 
from his recumbent position, he pace^ the 
uneven floor of the slippery cavern, striking 
his breast in agitated desperation, and 
fiercely shaking his hand on high. 

“ Y ears have rolled away since that with- 
ering moment,” he exclairaed, « but the 
wound is yet green in the mind, and the 
feeling is stili fresh as when writhing under 
the searing iron of the tyrant. The star 
medaboot proclaims the hour of the requi- 
site sacrifice. I acknowledge thy power, 
’eat Genius of the Water. Warobal 
:ama, I call for thy aid. 

Stripping the robe from his person, and 

tearing the bandage from his mutilated and 
sightless eye, he roused a sleeping goat 
from the corner of the cave. A garland of 
yellow flowers w^as wreatlied in fantastic 
folds among the long sharp horns, and a 
white collar twined its mystic threads 
around the throat. The animal had been 
a favorite of former days white browsing 
on the green meadows of Shoa,and know- 
ing the woice of its master, it quietly fol- 
lowed his footsteps into the centre of the 
grotto. 

The bright eyes were turned upward in 
confiding innocence as it licked the hand 
which had so often fed and caressed it; : 
but all pity and compassion were effaced 
in one fiery feeling of revenge. ^ .;fjE|}e>yords 
of the dread spell to the 
were poured forth on the ’ blast ; 

the sharp knife gleamed for aTradfnent in 
the feeble light of the waning torch, and 
during the next was plunged into the heart 
of the unresisting. victim. 

Shrieks filled the cavern, and unearthly 
echoes were fiung back from oVery side of 
tho broken vault, while, the life-stream, gur- 
gled on to iningle with ‘the mad waters of 
the lake; and as "the, last faint groan was 
rendered from the e^liiring animal, the 
badge and symbol of Gimstianity''' rec«iived 
the trickling drops of the crimso-i tide 
which had flowee! to the honor of the ge- 
nius and. his satellites. 

A sulphur-colored fowl , was next sub- 
jected to the necessary preT>arations for 
the sacrifice. One eye w^s deliberately 
scooped out amid blaspl.»^my and execra- 
tion, and the bright cord which had 
hitherto graced the n^ck of the Christian, 
now gory with unhallowed blood, was 
bound^in a mysterious knot on this the- 


der rolled* imetmtinued peaff en 

pieces the mt^y.xoof oversea,, . — ruuunu m - — - 

hot llghtmr^lfemineiiqv^r' nook and, cor. second victim to the powers of darkness, 
ner of the retreat^' wEtwlie watW th^ fehe holy cross was suspended to the dese- 
broad lake, PA—, — 

r t Wi- K ^ The coni of Wuo- silk style<l which ui 

mg and ts wxini Uie neck of the Ciiristian to 

trance with all IhevioMcaof faith^ks usually a small silver cross ap- 
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crated thread ; and having raised the flick- 
ering embers with sweet woods and subtle 
essences. Thavanan crushed the head of 
the fowl under his heel until the brains 
flowed, and then dashed the body deep 
among the pile. 

The flame shot aloft in one fierce spire 
of light, blazing- like the arrow of the in- 
fernal host, and, again satiate with the pun- 
gent oflering, sank amid a stifling cloud of 
fetid smoke. Casting himself upon the 
rocky floor in an attitude of prostration, 
the youth listened in awe .to the moans of 
the wind which had succeeded to the hur- 
ricane, revelling heretofore in fierceness 
during the performance of the rite. But 
his courage was firm as the foundations 
of Aiamrat ; and it was well for him that 
his heart quailed not during that hour of 
perilous endurance. 

Yells and shrieks burst through the cav- 
ern. Foul spirits mowed and chattered in 
his ear, and the cold rushing of pinions 
flapping lazily through the air, wetted him 
with slimy spray. But revenge and des- 
peration had steeled his nerves ; and after 
a period of intense misery, which appeared 
without limit to the sufferer, the melan- 
choly sound of a drum came ikintly boom- 
ing over the face of the waters— -the wel- 
come token that the hour of trial was past, 
and that the sacrifice had been accepted. 
Waxing louder and louder, the pealing of 
the music shook the rocks with its contin- 
uous reverberations. Unearthly voices, 
ceasing to torment, faded altogether away ; 
and the renegade, casting one look on the 
ashes of things holy and once prized, step- 
ped forth Itoni the mouth of the cavern. 

Wild and fearful was the sceue which 
met his gaze. The moon hatl for a mo- 
ment emerged from behind a dense canopy, 
settled dark and thick around the eastern 
horizon. Huge masses of pale cloud over- 
head, assuming the likeness of armed 
hosts, careered in fierce pursuit along the 
midnight vault of heaven ; and from every 
quarter the roar of thunder, with the burst- 
ing of the levin bolt, proclaimed to the as- 
tounded beholder that spirits of another 
world were engaged in awful contention. 

Unruliied by the hreeze, the great lake 
■spread a sheet of molten silver at his feet; 
while every cliff and crag, revealed boldly 
to view, was fearfully lit up by the reflected 
glare of an unearthly lurid flame, which 
at short intervals spouted in jets Irom the 
centre of the expanse, amid streams of 
wild, melancholy music, and the clash of 
the magic drum*. 

Roused to daring deeds in this moment 
of frantic excitement, with one short prayer 
14 
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to the spirit he had invoked, Thavanan 
plunged headlong into the cold deep wa- 
ters, which gurgled and bubbled over his 
descending form ; but baffled in his design 
to reach the glittering white sand— -now 
the only haven of his hope — ^lie rose once 
more to the surface. 

All was dark, dismal, and lonely. A 
thick fog covered the water, and the earth, 
and the sky, while the voice of his better 
angel alone came moaning through the 
mist, bewailing the lost soul of a son of 
Adam. Again and again he struggled to 
reach the glowing bed of the lake, but 
mortal strength and energy were unavail- 
ing to pierce the fathomless abyss. ^The 
clear, searching element rushed um^sisted 
into his mouth and ears — the fki'ntness of 
death spread over his exhausted limbs — 
and his senseless form, tossed to and fro, 
became the sport of the heaving billow. 

But the sound of the spell bad swept 
along the blast, and the savor of the sacri- 
fice had penetrated into the halls of magic. 
A long, sinewy arm raised the body high 
over the water. Tlw drum again pealed 
through the boundiess space ; the bright 
fire threw one laffc triumphant stream aloft 
above the surface, and a heavy plunge be- 
neath the waves was succeeded by the 
utter sileuce of Solitude. 

The soft tinkling sound of harps first 
stole upon the slumbers of the neophyte. 
Bright, happy visions flitted over liis awa- 
kening senses, and the sweet molody of 
voices ushered him again into existence. 
Starting from his trance, the bewildered 
Thavanan found ample scope for the indul- 
gence of his wonder and astonishment. 
Far as the eye could scan, innumerable 
arcades stretched in endless visms on 
every side, wuth alternating domes of the 
purest pearl. Pillars of variously-colored 
amber and crystal rose to siisraiii the 
glowing fabric, and cloths, sucii as empe- 
rors alone can boast, strewed the floors in 
unbounded profusion. 

In the centre of each gallery stoo'? ^tn 
altar of virgin silver, from" wiiich " never- 
failing arrow of flame diffused m mellow 
light over the glittering pp^ars of the liall, 
tints varied as the huro* of tlie rainbow. 
Around their more searching sister, jets 
of sweet-scented water, playing Ihgh in 
the air, scf^nered the most exetuisite odor; 
and dancing on the apex of each fountairi, 
a sparkling emerald, the ransom of a mon- 
arch, gently regulated the rush of the pris- 
matic stream, in token that the elements 
were here held under control 
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SuDerb paintings, jlluminated in trans- 
mTsncv, shed a dreamy languor over the 
S^and music lent her exhaustless 
charms to captivate the sense. Sweet 
strains of triumph, ringing chorus 

^mongthe lofty- domes, died gently away 
mto the softness of repose ; and at times 
the low murmur of the waves feU pleas- 
ingly upon the ear, as the lake poured foith 
her spriniTs in homage to the master spirit, 

“d iSrmted the kfss of obedience on the 

abode of Warobal.Maffia. . ^ 
&]os 3 ai statues of Famine, AVar, and 
Pestilence, frowning’ upon their loity pe- 
destals, towered in ali the sterimess of brass 
above the glories of this rich and varied 
scene. Reared over the iron drum of mis- 
tbrtune, the knotted mace was grasped in 
each giant am, and the awful peal struck 
before the coming calamity was well known 
to the dismayetf inhabitants of the upper 
regions of earth. 

Arts and sciences had each tfeeir sepa- 
rate niche in the spacious apartment, aiid 
favored votaries -were deeply engaged in 
scanning subtle essences, or preparingr po- 
tent spells. The Inna of confused voices 
arose sweet through tke fragrant atmo- 
sphere, while at intervals s^orange emblems 
and tokens were delivered bj^the elders to 
the attending pupils, who each ^rang aloft 
upon gaudy pinions to execute tiie behest 
of his superior. But the smiling face of 
fair woman was wanting to completia. the 
scene : for love was unknown in this te- 
treat dedicated to the dread spirit of trie 

In the immediate vicinity of the wonder- 
inn' mortal, an elevated throne stood the 
most conspicuous object. Spiral steps of 
molten gold led to the shrine of power, 
precious stones, sparkling in fich wreaths 
of enamel, hung a brilliant balustrade m 
hront — and forming the seat of high honor 
and place, a while ivory shell, filled with 
silken tresses, rested amid the siiimng 
leaves of the ever-fiowering lotus, .1 he 
sea-snake rose in glittering green folds to 
receive in his soft embrace the Tecumbent 
diS^mant ; and ministering spirits of strange 
harp and censer, were ranged 
m sileiic^.™und. 

Thunden%T 5 ea]s of music, and a sud- 


cingblack eye, and a pale lire played among 
his long yellow locks. Again tliecharps 
Tuno" out the silver notes of welcome, and 
a 'vocal .chorus was. wafted to the, delighted , 
ear of the intruder 

‘‘ Ask Ibv riches, usk for v/ealth, 

For kingdom, strength, or iron sway, 

Paramount in lady’s bower, 

Eevenge for wrong, or leogUi ot day.’ 

Borne forward by an irresistible impulse, 
Thavdnaii. found himseM among the kneel- 
ing. crowd in front of. the throne, and a.'soft " 
still voice proceeded from the. high place : 

Mortal, .what woiiidst tliou 'witli .us I , An- : 
.swer w.ithoiit fear.’’ Revenge,” replied 
the. petitioner, revenge', for ; inj.ury iiiipro- 
voked — a house rifled and burnt, a, fair s^- 
ter carried to the lawless harem,. and, the 
eyeball blasted for ever, of one w.ho , had 
heretofore looked upon the gi-eat inonaTch 
of Shoa as a perfect Deity upon earth/ ^ 
Let the child of clay take the oath ot 
allegiance, and be instructed to obtain Ins 
wisE,” responded the being in whose tmy 
form was concentrated such power and 
grandeur ; and as the words proceeded itoni 
his lips, the floor shook and suddenly sank ^ 
under the foot of the proselyte, mid Tlm- 
vaiiao stood with an attending spirit ni tne 
centre of a gloomy grotto. _ 

A blood-red cross, which' flashed, anci 
flamed in the darkness,.: .revealed .sig’hts . hor- 
rible to behold, and conjured before the 
imao’ination thouglits upon whicii it ws 
then madness to dwell. But daring to the 
last, the apostate, in presence of the sym- 
rhol of Christianity, abjured all the Imgh 
' holies 0 f heaven . Revenge upon earth liii- 
ed bis soul for the moment ; and althougii 
the totK:|i of that blessed sign struck throu gli 
his youEgJieart like the sharp stab of the 
■searing iroA, the fearful oath was firmly 
and distinctly repeated. 


CHAPTER LXXIX. 

IHAViVHAN THE TORMENTOIi. 

Weeks and months had passed away 
since the disappearance of the gay Tha- 
I .vaiiao, once the favorite 0.1 the wtent mon- 


den prostratloiv§ 4 ^claimed the presence 
of the gemiis of tS^ace ; and, amid the 
clash., .of ' thi-..',. .luf|^^.. and..„’l3rK4reh % . cloud., of 
incensQ floating high overhead disclosed 
a diminutive ■dii4rf' '''cifOuching‘bA4he- sM- 


I arch of Shoa. Falen in a single day a-om 
his high estate, and deprived of aii eye be- 
fore the scoffing multitude, the innocent 
victim to in trig n? had departed alone and 
on foot through the gateway of the palace. 

; assni . eiouetiingoa.tne sm- 1 A thousand cavaliers had that corning 

ning shell. His aspect was miW and^hene- 1 obeyed his least command, but not one ' 
fieent, and a flowing ■affiite .heard enSyely 1 tended him in the hour of 
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to his home in the green meadow of the Tossing on Ms conch, the restless mon- 
ChaJ^. Bill the myrmidons of tyranny arch sunk weary to sleep, only to be faded 
had outstripped his heavy footstep. Ashes by spectres and evil dreams, in which the 
alone proclaimed the site of his late flour, mutilated Thavanan invariably appeared 
ishing abode, and a solitary goat, bleating as the chief tormentor, 
amid the roins, was all that remained of For months the nuisance continued with- 
his once numerous possessions. out intermission ; and on the Iiiffh festival 

A neighbor told the tale. The king’s of Easter, harassed and exhausted, the ne- 
a^eroch had been busy since early morn, goos took his customary seat in the nreat 
and everything had been swept away with hall of his ancestors, the ,gi-oanino- table 
the besom of destruction. The flocks and was once again well filled, the holy feast 
the herds of the disgraced noble were now liad induced, chiefs and nobles in some 
in the royal pastures, and his family and degree to overcome the fears wdiich had 
platives, his serfs and drudges, in the latterly estranged them entirely from the 
household of the despotic monai'ch. Sum- banquet; but there was no joy in the de- 
ned by the fatal intelligence, Thavanan, pressed eye, no mirth or hilarity on the 
lollewed 03 ily by the goat, withdrew unno- tongue of the guest, and a low whisper 
ticed from the scene of desolation, and his hardly disturbed the silence which reigned 
nanie was for a time forgotten in the land, among the dismayed assembly. 

Toward the close of the year strange re- The usual infernal sallies were on this 
ports were ^circulated from the palace, day practiced exclusively at the royal 
Unseen hands abstracted the choicest vi- board, before ’which the uneasy monarch, 
ands — the clearest hydromel was drained | occupying a high alcove, and suiTounded 
ere' it ■ reached' the expectant lip — and: by pages and- men-at-arms, reclined in his 


thousand vagaries were played in the great ^ 

hail of entertainment. The replenished ness by tlie exercise of unseen agency'lTe 
horn was dashed untasted to the ground, had become the point toward which every 
and the delicate tit-bit transferred from the eye was directed, when another figure sud- 
gaping mouth to the rushes }AdHchstrew?ed denly appeared at the table, resting one 
the floor. The monarch himself w’as by hand in a curiously wrought eartlleirvase, 
n.o means exempt fro^n the foul plague, and extending the other high, in defiance 
and his palate was dii fly cheated of accus- toward the throne, 
tomed dainties. IJefore the arrival of the -‘The lost Thavanan shouted the 
destined morsel the coarsest fare \vas in- crowd: “he has pawned his soiil to the 
variably dropped in ; ae.d once, to the her- fiend”-— and swords flashed from the scaM 
ror of die assembled courtier;:;, a bloody bard as men’s hearts beat with courage at 
tail ^vas inserted as the royal jaws opened the sight of danger in a tangible ibrm. 


I wonted grandeur. Fretted almost to mad- 


lo esse/ a dish prepared in the seraglio — a But high over the" storm rose the voice of 
Imubiaugh idnging niean while among the the despot:— “Back, minions, back! we 
nAters of the banqueting- room, which will ourselves deal with the in<?rate. Death 
struck upon the ear of the discomfited des- — but n lingering 'death— shall be the por- 
like the merry tones of his exiled avc- tion of 'him: who trifles' with' the pleasure 
'.rite. of kings !” ' ' 

Priests were cniied in to the rescue — It was indeed Thavanan who 

holy books ';.we:re, read, .and .consecrated- ,ed the -frown of majesty ; but hor 
wateig profusely sprinkled over the rvalls, from tlie mild and hands' 
but, rili without the slightest effect. Dcors former days ! Wliite as tl 
■•vere closed and douhle-l jcked, and guards his dishevelled hair 

pianted ever every apeiture, yet still tresses over the bent shoulder, and . 
die post eoiitiaiiefl wiliioiit any abaienient revenge was graven in the deep furrows of 
T!i0 palace was in a stale of terror and his pallid cheek His solitary eye gleamed 
confusioii, and the life of the king became \vith more than mortal, expression, and 
weary and bordeiisome. ^ bright wfitli the cabalistic figures of magic 

Awril ^ roices now sounded at night lore, a golden fillet screened the mutilated 
(hrough the lone apartments, and appari- orb. detaining his’ disdainful position, 
tioriH iiaoiitec! the imperial slumbers. The cast first a 'wlfJaering glance over 


orrougu toe loiie apartments, and : 
tioriH haoiitec! the iinperia! slumbers. 

band oi iioctaiTiai singers' was' tre'bledj but j crowd, and then addressed the' prince in 
the stout iiings of thirty iiale priests who words of scorn : 
surrounded the royal bed-chamber, and ‘ False “monarch, repent in time, for the 
elevated their "voices in psalm to -a -more abject \vorm' will turn 'iipon iS cloatroyor 
fraMic k-oy ttfanliad ever before been heard | Proud'- d^cendant of the race" of 'Soiomon, 
in Sheas Mted to intimidate the goblin, i the wit of tky illusfriOiis ancestor Is cliiH la 
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• ■ 1*1, ih^ wisdom of the mean- eunnchs, with hoi-ror depicted upon their 

comparison wim the wiaaom withered coanteiiaiices, burst mW the 

est disciple o W.,robal. I defy thy myr direction. Falling 

midons and thyseit. pjogty^te at the footstool of the throne, 

And thro^h the a h^^^^ they proclaimed the disaster which had de- 

tered these woi-ds, Thavanan scended like a tliunderbolt on the heretofore 

oasly disappeared irom teto *e Sa.e sc^e 

the astounded and « hissed 1 left the old and the ngly, ' soobed the trem- 

The waters of the «ny®t‘0 guardians ; “ bat alas for tiie fair and 

and bubbled for a moment. A d beautiful ones of the harem, they are all 

of stifling steam shot aloft, ^ „one on the wi.ws of the evening wind !” 

crust of red ashes, which strewed t oa^d, „ court- 

remained the sole ^ -rts of Ve vard, and every hut which crowned the 

come obtrusion. Ag^n Ae h t f J ^ the capital poured forth its in- 
vassals fell within toem , ai ^ wondrous spectacle. 

gloomy silence Pf rfn" High ove? the upreared peak of the moun- 

Smphant song ot the to montoi caue nn„ x ^ x 

ing among the notes of wild mus c. t^^^ riorious rays of the setting sun, and 

^•Fardovyn in the depths of the azure ^ charged with a freight more prized thM 

“ the tine gold of Kordofan Amhara’s fair- 

Thaviinan lives in liberty.’ ggt daug’lllcrs WCre revealGcl tO tuG UmiaJ- 

mVio heart of the tvrant quailed before lowed view of the gapmg multitude, and 
*1 -nowers which were in array Tio envious vest shrouded their amazing 

• "■* ond resolving upon an act of chsims. All had been caught up by the 
against him , and r ng up^^ ^ whirlwind in the simple dress of orditiMy 

f and Sw^mily, and confis- avocatimt; and as their light laughing 
^TnldsretmS threefold to the im- voices caiM tinkling from above, taey car- ^ 
cated lands returned tnreeioi^^ ried the bilUr truth to the exasperatea 

poveribhedr . fair daughter of monarch, that' the captives enjoyed their 

hai-em was closed to i = ^ present thraldom , as a happy release irom 

t. 5E. 3 SKW .1»1 f« «. 1. W. .t fl.. taN. g.t., •«! th. r«i of 
dress. . ^^athSorefrSj DishonSL^hi the'ey^s of his subjects, 

Sa^d^ttontofoncSre to capital, the voice of the herald forthwith pmclaim- 
Momid the black tents of their ed the abandonment of the projected uxpe- 
warrior leaders, multitudes were spread dition ; and, plunged in the deepes-^j- 
Wll and die and the Amhara host, tiflcation, Asia Woosen retired to brood ifr 
sT 4 to munificence, had mus- solitudeoverhisunpreccdented misfortune. 
hfohesvLuntains of Anko. .Mom witnessed the dispersion to heir 

IdnnrS S tte'^livetSgn^^^^^ had cfosed oyer the deep valley of the Ai- 
ThreiXut tfe hourl of day, the sKHke rara, a breathless courier gal oped through 
moS?d from every bush; aid the merlin, the palace-gates with the unlooked-for but 

CTGdKeu uum c V F tuInTiTs. that tlie ladies ot the 


turning her hack on the passing cavaiier, 
arranged her sober plumage on the stone, 


welcome tidings, that the ladies ot the 
royal harem had been discovered reposing 


arraucred her sober plumage on me siont:, royiu iiaiciu aau ly yyy 

withwt bestowing, in earnfestof victory unattended among the high ,ern and hea- 
and success, one glimpse of her snow- ther of the adjacent mountain side. 
wMe breast! Aga-ta were the parchment laces oi the 

No heed was <nven by the , , stern mon- wrinkled eunuchs radiant in sallow mstre. 
arch to these portents of coming ev'd ; and Three hundred mules were incontinently 
on the eve of the intended march the halls dispatched lor tne conveyance o* to® -i ^nt 
of the puiacc were crowded witli all the flock to their fold; and at midnight the 
chivalry of Efat. Boisterous mirth pre- muffled damsels, streaming under a luil. 
sided at the banquet’; but as the last horn guard up the steep hii\ were consigned, 
old hydromel was drained to the down- amid the cracked exultations ox aitendantB, 
of the Gaik, there arose .a fearful cry to their wonted cages i^^jthe palace. ^ 
interior inclosa,re,'ahd bands of 1 But the fair sister of Thavanaii was not 
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of the niim’oer, neither oouU any clue be feared and beloved. None knew from 
obtained to her taro or condnion. A small whence he derived food or nourishment 
scroll had indeed oeen dipovcred on_ the for alms were never reque.sted. TjfeTin 
ta.f, seated and bearingtiio amlressol the of the agazin formed his humble .lurb. and 
iu»ei of bhoa— -a gigantic glow-worm, at- a rude leathern girdle encircled fiis loins, 
tached by a single yeilow hair to the en. His charms and amulets were nev‘w'known 

velope, having shone clear m the gloom to fail in obtaining the object cif desire 
tiin attracted atten- and liis language was not that of other 

It was conjectured men. Crowds daily gathered round his 
J-e^ted mforma^tion. cave in tiie rock to receive on their knees 
llie cuuosity oi the king linallj over- the benediction of the recluse ; but no one 
came the cantons scruples ofi tlie priest- had ever entered the cell, and few cared to 
hood, who advised the immediate destruo- pass it after nightfail. Moans and cries 

between* hi"'' wa.x crumbled of agony then mingled with the midnight 

between his hngeis, roar ot thunder blast; and the sharp sound of the wSn 

hWI- lacerating the nakel person, was often 

a otiuim ot black dust, pouring from the heard amid piteous prayers for deliverance 

parchment to the table, gradually assumed from the evii one ' ^ 

the semblance of a withering pillar of sand On a sweet morning of May, w-hen the 
agitated by the herce whirl of tlie storm, rose.? and jasmines were scentino- the 
Garnering in mazy circles around the dewy air, the wild flowers springfug in 
ward, it toweled at lengtn lugh m front of fanciful enamel over the face of the preen 
the royal person. A pungent odor im- meadow, and birds warbled pleasantly 
pregnated the apartment, and the crackling among the rich foliage of the deep forest 
sound of the devouring element was fol- the peasants came as usual to listen to the 
lowed by the presence ot the dread tor- words of other days, and to receive the 

, r Messing of the austere anchorite. But the 
i “m® of accustomed seat was vacant, and no an- 

still Am which IS swer being returned to the raised voice of 

^ill due, and blasted like the muoh-mjured inquiry, the boldest entered the retreat. 
payanan,% soul may hencelorwarden. Curiously emblazoned scrolls and relics 
tertam some leshng ot pity tor thy lellow- were strewed among the nooks and mouldy 
men. Listen to thy doom. No mercy recesses of the damp grotto ; the hodv of 
was shown unto me, and none shall be ex- the venerable hermit" was stretched' in 
tended to the. Thy son, after a short reign peaceful slumber upon a bed of sharp 
of teiroi, shall fall by the hand of a slave, stones; and. the tale soon spread through 
and die cursing the author of his existence ; the land that the holy Patiier Petor—now 
and thpons son shall bear upon his dis- no more— was indeed the dread neoro- 
hgured countenance the searing mark of manoer Thavinan, who had thus, by the 
his ancestor s cruelty. My face thou shall continued penance of half a century, ex- 
see no more~Spirit of the flame, perform plated his tierce act of apostacy. 
thy task. A bright flask shot trom the ; 

centre of the dark threatening column, and 
curled^ toward the Bxce of the king— a 
sickemug sulphiiric fume filling the pres- 
ence chamber, and the necromancer van- CHAPTER L X X X . 

ished in the thick smoke, ‘ 

Fiiinged for hours in a death-like stupor, the reign of superstitiox. 

Asia Woosen w’as only aroused from his Not a monk is there in any of the lone 


Asfa Woosen w’as only aroused from his ' Not a monk is there in any of the lone 
lethargy to bewciil the loss of the leifc eye, monasteries of Shoa ; not a hermit of the 
which had been scorched in the socket by many in her cold mountains ; not a dwart 
the contact of the lierce flame. The ca- nor a decrepit priest, who has renounced 
lamity greatly softened and influenced the the society of his fellow-men, that does 
actions of his after hde; and torture and not enjoy the reputation of being fully 
miitiktionihecoming daily more rare, grew competent to blast the harvest at pleasure, 
gradually out of custom in the kingdom of to poison the fountain, and to render the 
• • . able-bodied incapable — that does .not look 

Durmg the reign of his grandson, the deep into the page of futurity, foretell corn- 
one-eyed Sahela Selassie, there dwelt in a ing events, and vend charms, offensive and 
mossy cavern, among the recesses of the defensive Talismans, written in mystic 
forest of Mantek, a hermit of renowned characters, are mixed with the seeds and 
sanctity. Father Peter was universally leaves of potent witch plants, gathered by 
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fh^ liaiid of the forest recluse. ■ These af- 
ford a feeling of security, which is not to 

he extracted from the pages of the gospel , 
nor does any one ever venture to mount 
his mule without being first ensconced in 
mper armor, as a preservative against the 
^ear of the bandit, or the sharp kmfe of 

the heathen. i ’ i. *1, 

Savao-e man, obtaining only through the 
medium of Ms own wishes and imagin- 
ation, a glimmering idea of the invisible 
and Supreme Power, seeks out some tan- 
Mble object of veneration, and some osten- 
mbie source of protection. Thus the Abys- 
sinian, whose vague religious ideas afiord 
him but’ small consolation in the hour or 
tribulation ; and but little reliance of secu- 
rity or deliverance in tho day of danger 
and distress, reposes implicit faith in the 
doctrine of amulets, which present a sub- 
stance stamped with a mystic and super- 
natural character, and one capable of be- 
ing attached individually to himself. Ihe 
arms and neck are therefore clothed in a 
perfect panoply of charms, against the in- 
fluence of every misfortune ^ and disease, 
whether experienced or anticipated ; and 
the tulsim, which is a worked zone, stud- 
ded with minute leathern pockets, contain- 
ing sacred spells, enveloped in double and 
treble wrappers, pncircles^ the waist of 
every man, woman, and child, throughout 
the Christian dominions of. Sahela^ Selas- 
sie, who himself reposes fii*m faith in their 
efficacy. 

The influence of the evil eye exercises 
a strong, control over tiie minds of high 
and low? Bad spirits are believed to roam 
about the earth and the waters, and to oc- 
cupy houses after dark, whence the Am- 
hara never ventures to throw fluid on the ^ 
ground, lest the dignity of some unseen eif 
should be vioiatedr The Be%a, or sacrifice 
for the sick, is considered lawful and effi- 
cacious, and is frequently resorted to. The 
bullock, which is designed as the type of 
the invalid, after being, driven round his 
couch amid singing and clamor, is slaugh- 
tered outside the threshold ; or an egg is 
turned thrice toward the head of the pa- 
tient, and then broken beside him. St. 
Michael is by many of the more ignorant 
supposed to be the Almighty. The Virgin 
Mary is considered the creatrix of the 
world ; and Sunday is understood to have 
been a saint of surprising sanctity, ^eatly 
superior both to St, George and St. Michael, 
whence his claim to one day out of seven, 
while other saints enjoy their festival only 
once during the month. 

No Amliara will venture to destroy a 
serpent save on Saturday or Sunday, when 


the' sight of one of these reptiles is deemed 
a favorable omen. In common witfethe 
heathen Galla the Christians of Slioa make 
annual votive sacrifices in June to &r,the 
evil spirit— continuing the idolatrous prac-' 
tice notwithstanding its strict penal inter- 
diction by royal prociama.tioa. Three men 
and a woman, 'who : under stand how to, deal... 
with the Evil One, having assembled at the- 
place appointed, proceed to perform the 
ceremony in a house newly stvept. A ' gin- 
ger-colored hen, a red- she-coat, or a^niale. 
Adel goat %vith a white collar, is sacriiiced ; . 
and the blood of tiie victim, ^:havi:iig been 
mixed with grease and butter, Is ■ secretly 
placed during -the night in a, narrow alley, 
when, all who step therein are. supposed to 
receive the malady of 'the invalid, who is ■ 
thus restored to perfect health. ^ Duriirg a 
visit some years ago to Motatit, the king 
perceived evidences of this pagan ceremony 
in the streets ; and tracing the rite to a 
w^ealthy individual "who had caused it to be 
performed in order to free himself of dis- 
ease, the honor of tree religion was speed- 
ily vindicated by the transfer to the royah 
coffers of all the worldly substance of the. ^ 
delinquent. " . ■ 

Under cover of the night, a thread or 

cotton yarn is often stretched. by the hired 
sorcerer completely round _ some devoted ^ 
tenement ; and the extremities having been 
connected by means of an iron link well 
imbued in blood, the walls and dbor-postS' 
are freely sprinkled and ' bedpbed wdtii" 
cpore. ' Day dawns upon the incantation,; 
which is believed to be the wnrk oi the 
devil himself ; and among all the assem- 
bled multitude, who consider that some 
heavy calamity, if not instant death, v/ouid 
i follow tlie actj there is not to be found one 
' individual sufficiently bold to remove the 
spell, and thus deliver the inmates from its 
withering influence. Siiicct the king's ar- 
rival in'tiie. ca'pital, the appearance of the 
bloody finger on the wail had thrown the 
inhabitants into the deepest consteriiatioii; 
and. to the astonishment of 'every bystander, 
a missionary of the Church of England tore 
away the charm without any evil conse- 
quences following his rashness. That,, v ery ' 
night, however, the defeated , necromancer 
■planned' an attack. to. rob the clergy 
premise.s, and • it was only defeated by, the 
extra vig.ilarice".. preserved in consequence 
■of the' exposure of the ,■ impostor.. 

The drum of the water kelpy is heard by 
the credulous native in the echo of every 
roaring cataract, and the .wretch. drowning 
in the swollen torrent, is believed to be 
lagged under the overwhelming wave as 
, the highly coveted food of the malicious 
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spirit of ttie deep. Di¥ers plants and herbs 
poss^^s properties and. qualities the most 
laiiefiil ; and a bunch of the Fvg'ain grass, 
if sldlfiillj cast upon the person of an ob- 
liosioiis enemy, produces dire disease and 
speedy death. Sorcerers and iiecromaiicers 
attaining the respectable age of four and 
five hundred years, exist in numbers in 
many parts of the land, tlitting tliroughthe, 
air, aiid riding upon the wings of the wind ; 
and unbidden and invisible guests, such -as 
Thavanan the Tormentor, enter the ban- 
queting Iiail; to rob the festive board of its 
choicest viands. 

Hid from mortal, gaze, and realizing upon 
earth all the delights ofparadise, the magic 
village ,Oi . Dook^a Stephaiios .forms the 
never-failing topic of ail wonder-loving 
souls, and the poetic '-fancy of Abyssinia 
has been feiriy exhausted in descriptions of 
-this rare scene of blissful eiijoy.ment. “Its 
sleep-inviting groves a.nd g’rassy lawns be- 
tween, are situated on the ove,riiowing 
Nile ; and there, released from the' loose 
shackles of wedlock, beaiitifui females 
abound. Potent liquors pour on in never- 
, 'drying streams, and the earth yields 'her 
spontaneous fruits without care or labor. 
But shrouded in magic mist, these. Elysian 
fields open their portals only to those mor- 
tals of. comriiandirig form and handsome 
features, on. whom the glance of favor has 
been cast by the bewitching inmates of tlie 
enchanted garden. Human endeavor is 
ineffectual to unriddle the mystery in which 
it is enveloped *, and the dread art of the 
sorcerer and Ms most potent talismans, 
prove alike unavailing to loosen the spell 
■for the advantage of t.fiose on whom Dame 
Nature has bestowed a crooked flg'ure, or 
even an ill-starred visage.” 

In accordance with the customs of the- 
dark ages, dwarfs are nevertheless' treated 
with considerable respect, and ' regarded 
with the utmost fear. Many of the most 
learned and praiseworthy in the land are 
to be found among those who have been 
created^ during nature’s freaks. The mon- 
arch’s father confessor, a perfect Asmodeus 
ill appearance, is of extremely diminutive 
stature, and fashioned after a truly hideous 
model; but lie is possessed of singular 
good feeling, and forms a gratilying con- 
trast to4he majority "Of his., countrymen. 
The chiefs and nobles, often select thejr 
secretaries and household priests with refe- 
rence to their bodily imperfections ; and 
the most erudite sage In the capital, whose | 
eharms and talismans are esteemed all- 
powerful, and who knoweth every plant 
from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop 
that sprliitfireth 


his character for wisdom and for ore, m . , 
..much by the deformity of liis appearance : 
as by -the -brilliancy of liis iinderstandiiig. 

By the creduloms Abyssinian, tiie black- ' 
smith and the worker in iron is held to be 
endowed-, with supernatural powers, and to 
be able to transform himself at pleasure 
into the' likeness of a wolf or a liyena. It 
is a- common practice among this class of 
■handicrafts, to fasten a metal coEar about 
the neck of the whelps of those animals. 
md tuni'them loose ; when the badge be- 
ing retained through life, and occasioiiall-y 
seen, the fabulous stories in circulation 
m*e strengthened in the eyes of the unin- 
itiated, 

.Sickness and misfortune are usually 
ascribed to tlie influence of the evil eye -of 
the boudak.'^ Long consultations are held 
to discover from whose sinister glance the 
calamity has emanated ; and when suspi- 
cio.n has gradually settled into coiivictioHj 
the most implacable- hatred is coiiceiveda 
and ever afterward., cherished toward 'the 
delinquent ; and although concealed under 
that garb of indifference, which the savage 
can so successfully assume, yet the oppor- 
tunity of revenge is never suffered to pass 
unheeded in after-life. Hailoo, the father 
of Gubiei the late Nero-like dedjasmach 
of Tigre, added much to his previous no- 
toriety by the extermination of ail the bou- 
daks who fell within his murderous reach* 
Superstition exulted in reeking liecatombs 
of human victims ; and the love and vene- 
ration of his subjects knew no bounds, on 
his last sunimary act of collecting togeth* 
er and roasting to death thirteen 'hundred 
of 'these .miserable artifleers, - who were 
suspeeted to possess, and to have exertecl 
wi.th s'liccess, the influence of the evil 
eye.” 

The presence -of any Christian eniMem, 
or portion of Holy Writ, is supposed suffi- 
cient to neutralize the labors of the Vulcan. 
No metal can be welded within sight of 
the cross ; and should any scrap of the 
'Bibie be' worn on the person of the' 'by- 
standers, -the desired figure caiMiever be 
.imparted.- Shortly after the return of the 
embassy, a bai* of iron was to be trans form- 
ed into a tire for the wheel of a gun-car- 
riage ; and the small draft of air" created 
by a pair of ■ primitive native bellows prov- 
ing-, of no ava'il, the smiths declared aloudj, 
that the phenomenon arose from so_me 'holy 
charms. ■ .Badges and Gmblems,>'pells and 
amuletSjWvere cast aside by all; but the 
labor was renewed without any better eL 
fe.ct, and.-the artizans stood asrhast. A 
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pair of Bi'itish forge-bellows were now pro- 
duced, and the assembly were requested to 
don their paper armor, and t6 stand round 
the anvil. The potent blast poured from 
the nozzle, and under the brawny arm of 
the European, the sparks tiew far and wide. 
In live minutes the work was completed, 
to the dismay of the Ayssinian magicians, 
who came privately to request that no fur- 
ther public exhibition of the sort might 
thenceforth be made, lest their name and 
their glory should be extinguished through- 
out the land. 


CHAPTER LXXXI. 

excursion along the north-western 
frontier of efat. 

' Reflections elicited among the chival- 
rous people of Shoa, by the refusal of the 
British embassy to slaughter defenceless 
pagans during the murderous expedition to 
Entotto, rendered it imperative that some 
decided step should be taken by which to 
wipe out the stain, and restore the tarnish- 
ed lustre of the foreign name. The de- 
struction of an adult elephant, which is 
reckoned equivalent to that of forty Gal- 
la, is an achievement that had not been 
accomplished within the memory of the 
present age, although mentioned in tra- 
ditions connected with the exploits of the 
most renowned Ethiopic warriors. Per- 
mission was accordingly ' solicited to visit 
the distant wilderness of Giddem, on the 
northern frontier of Efat, in the dense for- 
ests of which the giant of the mammalia 
was reported to reside — a pretext which 
further afforded plausible grounds for ex- 
ploring a portion of the country reputed to 
be among the most fertile and productive 
in Abyssinnia. 

The king opened his eyes wider than 
usual at this unprecedented application. 
“ My children,” he returned deliberately, ' 
“ how can this be ? Elephants are not to 
be slain with rifle-balls. They will demol- 
ish you ; and what answer am I then to 
give ? The gun is the medicine for the 
Galla in the tree, but it has no effect upon 
the zihoony^ 

Finding his guests resolved, however, 
his majesty’s most gracious permission was 
finally accorded to depart forthwith, and 
orders were issued to a royal messenger, 
who was appointed'^ accompany the for- 
lorn hope, command^tFe governors of 
j irovxnces through lay, to 


afford every assistance in their power to 
“ the strong strangers of the negoos.” 
But all assertions relative to the possioility 
of destroying the monarch of the forest, 
wore still received with an incredulous 
shake of the head; and while not the 
smallest expectations were entertained at 
court of the success of the Gyptzis, tlie. 
greatest ridicule attended the publicity of 
an undertaking, which by all classes at the^ 
capital was considered certain to prove 
alike foolhardy, daDgeroiis, and futile. 

instructions had been issued that tiie^ 
king’s guests were to be conducted by the 
royal road over the Gorabeia mountain, a 
singular mark of condescension partaken 
but by few in the realm. A most exten- 
sive panorama was enjoyed from the hea- 
ther-grown heights. Mamrat reared her ■ 
stupendous head perpendicularly from the 
dark-wooded bosom of the valley, and 
seemed half buried in the clouds. The 
palisaded-buildings of the palace covering 
the slope of its isolated hill, rose in pride- 
over the numberless circular houses of the 
straggling eastern metropolis. Clumps of 
the sombre juniper and . spreading cossos, 
hung with red garlands of mast, formed 
' vistas on every side. On the one hand 
, the lofty blue range of Bulga faded into the 
azure sky, and on the other the eye ranged 
uncontrolled over the boundless plains of 
the savage Adaiel, spread out below, like a. 

, great chart, and embracing a prospect of 
many hundred square miles. Full in the 
centre soared the stern crater of Abida — - 
the beacon which in days long gone mark- 
ed the dominions of the proud emperor.s of 
j Ethiopia, when, according to the tradition- 
ary couplet, “ their sceptre swayed from' 
Aziilo to the Bashilo, and from Errur to 
Gondar.” 

The porters at the royal lodge were on. ' 
the alert, and adjurations by the king’s life 
were not wanting to deter advance to the 
Airara. “Ha negoos,'^ ^'Bu Sdliela Selds- 
sie amlac^^^ were talismanic v/ords, ener- 
getically vociferated, and a heavy staff* was 
thumped across the path in proof of its be- 
ing sternly closed to. plebeian transit. But 
where is the Abyssinian who is proof 
against bribery and corruption ? Beads 
will force a passage vdien the mandate of 
the throne is received with incredulity; 
and the dollars of Maria Theresa, if pos- 
sessing the requisite marks, will insure 
participation even in a crown monopoly. 

An exceedingly steep path conducts to 
the summit of the Chaka ; hut it is here 
paved throughout with boulders, so sup- 
ported at intervals by transverse beams, as 
to form a succession of clumsy steps, cu 
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lions as constitiitiiio* the only made road 
ia lie kingdom of^Shoa. The heather 
cea^^s with the Gorabela mountain ; and 
from, the ... summit of the now bare range, 
the route strikes off near the residence of 
a petty governor, who bears the . singular 
name of Moui bai note legne^-^ 

“ Oh, that there were no death .for me!’* 
is the. iriterpretatiori thereof ; but judging 
from the. appearance of the lord of the nla-' 
nor, who iiiirahers some three-score years, 
he is not likely, .long to find his wisli real- 
ized. " Engaged' ill earnest con'versation 
with the old iiian was Ayto Guehroo, who, 
in consequence of inability to check the 
repeated rebellions of the lloomi, by whom 
he so recently was wounded, had now been 
deprived of his government, and of liis sil- 
ver sword, and was on his way to the pres- 
ence of the despot in deep disgrace. 

The Abyssinian verdure is singularly 
evanescent, a month without a shower be- 
ing sufficient to dry up the rich herbage, 
and to darken the hue of the foliage ; but 
the “ rain of Bounty,” which usually fails 
in Febraary,” giving a fresh impulse to 
vegetation, the hills and valleys again teem 
* with ^ abundance. November was fast 
drawing to a close, and the aspect of the 
country generally was brown and withered. 
Every choicer meadow was covered with 
the sleek beeves swept off from Finfimii, 
and its sloping sides were yellow with the 
royal crops now under the sickle, while in 
the numerous thresliing-floors muzzled 
oxen were already treading out the gi-ain. 

The route led across Molatit and the 
Toro Mesk, through dales and over hills 
abutting upon the lace of the bluff frontier 
boundary of Shoa, in which are the sources 
of many of the more distant tributaries to 
the blue Nile. Never was there a tract 
more destitute of birds or wild animals ; a 
few plovers and larks, with some of the 
more common species of the order Roden- 
being the only objects of natural his- 
lory discovered during a march of twelve 
miles, which led to the halting-gToimd in 
the centre of the little village of Asbphee, 
opposite to the frowning mountain of Koo- 
romania. 

Under flimsy cotton awnings, the night 
proved intensely cold ; and at an early hour 
the ensuing morning, as the journey was 
resumed over a swelling country thickly 
dotted with Christian hamlets, the more 
sheltered pools by the road-side were cov- 
ered with a thin coating of ice, the first, 
witnessed since arrival in Abyssinia. At 
the village of Amaragiie, hospitable enter- 
tainment had been prepared by Ayto Ega- 
zoo, which name, being interpreted, signi- 
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iieth, *^*May they buy.” This notable 
warrior had, prior to the late foray, intro- 
duced himself, somewhat a-propos of his 
title, by an ingenious but abortive attempt 
to .sell, an- unsound horse. Dismounting 
on the right side irom the identical straw- 
colored steed, he now placed himself, with 
shoulders bared, in the middle of the road, 
and, by the life . of the king, adjured" the 
party to enter his abode, in order to par- 
take of a sheep that had been expressly 
slaughtered. 

\Vulleta Selassie, liis comely partner, 
daughter to Shishigo, the governor of 
Shoa-meda, had kindled in the dark hall 
the fiercest of fires ; and immediately on 
the termination of complimentary inqui- 
ries, the heavy door was barred to exclude 
the evil eye. Raw collops having* been 
steadily rejected, bones, singed in a some- 
what cannibal-like fashion, were rapidly 
circulated by the attentive host, “ Take 
the eye,” he repeated, coaxingly, to each 
in turn, presenting at the same time, be- 
twixt his finger and thumb, the extracted 
orb of the deceased mutton *, “ do — the eye 
is the daintiest part. No ? Weil, you must 
eat this marrow,” — crushing the uncooked 
shank with a grinding-stone handed by a 
slave girl^ and extending the splintered 
fragments to be sucked. Overflowing 
i3Umpers of sour beer having been filled 
in a gloomy corner at a huge earthen jar, 
each horn was tasted by the cup-bearer 
from the hollow of his palm, in demonstra- 
tion of the absence of poison. The sur- 
plus repast, fluid as well as solid, quickly 
disappeared under the united efforts of the 
retinue ; and a bead necklace having, 
meanwhile, been hung about the neck of 
the lady’s hopeful son and heir, the tortured 
guests finally effected their escape from 
the oven-like apartment, with the aid of 
divers promises made to both master and 
mistress, and sundry pieces of silver dis- 
bursed to silence a host of importunate 
fiienials. 

Ayto Egazoo rode forth, in accordance 
with etiquette, “ to see the party off.” 
From the court-yard of his snug but dirty 
domicile, Tegulet, and the blue hills of 
Argobba and of the Wollo Galla, bounded 
the measureless prospect. Regaining the 
road, the Tekroos-Bado, Moosh, and Good- 
awurud rivers, all remote sources of the 
blue Nile, were crossed in succession. 
On the banks of the latter stands the mon- 
' astery of St. George, famous as having 
been loft umnolested when the district was 
in the lianas of the Galla, many of whom, 
are even said to have been converted to 
Christianity, Goodawunid was the title 
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of a BOleiif cliieftaio, who, with Merkurri, 
Ammkk couiitr}' after 

Graan's do-roiatiiig visit, until expelled^by 
Asfe Wooseii ; and a considerable, portion^ 
of the reveiines are now applied to the 
mointeiiaiice of ihe monastery of Meduk, 
whose superior, the Alaka Amda IZion, lias ^ 
f barge of the heir presmnptive. 

Motliiiig could exceed the beauty of the- 
posit icm selected by the cowled fraternity 
ol’ ^1. George; large bands of whom, 
louno'ir.g away their hours of idleness be- 
neath tile dark funereal junipers in which 
the retreat is deeply embosomed, ivere for 
onco aroused from' listless apathy by the 
passing cavalcade of wh ite strangers. The 
land swarms with friars, monks, and an- 
chorites, who afe Iiabited in jmllow dresses, 
as the badge of poverty, or in the prepared 
skin of the antelope.'' Usually licentious 
in their manners, they roam through the 
country a perfect pest and plague to so- 
ciety. ' Men become monks at any period 
of life. Those who are afflicted with griev^ 
ous sickness vow that in event of recovery 
they will abandon the world, and transfer 
all their movables to the chui*ch. The 
rich often deliver over their property to 
their cliildren, who are bound to ^support 
them imiii death. Tlie poor subsist upon 
the boimty of the king and of the com- 
munity ; and many never enter the ceils of 
the monastery at, all, but with their wives 
reside at ease in their own homes, haying 
assumed the couiiterleit piety of the order 
solely for the sake of defrauding* their 
credftors — since, however deeply involved, 
tiie “ putting Oil angers clothing*’'*' clears 
oft' all former scores with the ease and ra- 
pidity of the most indulgent court of insol- 
vency. 

The skin of the agaziii is usually adopt- 
ed as the garb of Immiiiation ; and tliis 
emblem, together with the unwashed per- 
son, is intended to commemorate the le- 
.gerid of their great founder, Eustathius, 
wdio boasted of having performed no ablu- 
tion during a long term of existence, and 
who niiraciilously crossed the river Jor- 
dan, tlo.ating securely upon his greasy cloak. 
The propliet Samuel is also sometimes, re* 
ferred to as aiiording another notable ex- 
ample of the advantage extended by the 
mantle of hide, in the asserted fact of his 
having' sailed" seven days across a. great 
sea. borne ill' safety,, with his disciple^ 
upon the leathern robes which in those 
ancient days formed the only attire. 
Throughout Shoa, lakes are believed to 
rendezvous of evil spirits ; 


and in one called Niigareet-fer, at tlie foot 
of the hills, the drum of the wmter kel|jy Is 
frequently heard, to the no small terou* of 
the -sup8i*stitious auditors. Shortly after 
■crossing the -stony bed of the Baimadamashs 
a 'road -branches -off to Aiigoilala and Debra 
Berhan, past the' monasteiy of Maskalle 
Ghedam, a title signifying' “1% cross is a 
convent.” ■ Beyond.tlie Dew’-asha, a second 
strikes northward to. Goiidar, past the seat 
of ■ government of, Zenania Work,- the' 
queen-dowager, wfflich occupies a beauti- 
fully rounded tu,muius styled Zalla Dingai, 
'■•The rolling stone.” , 

' Bad people,” saith the tradition attacli- 
ecl to this spot, “ were one day seated upon 
a' rock that formerly occiipied the summit 
of the hill.' . They were telling lies, a,nd 
busied in contriving tricks by which to 
circumvent their neighbors. Suddenly the 
■mass guve way, 'and .all who sat thereG-n, 
being "precipitated ' into the deep torrent 
■that rolls beneath to Join tile river Mofa, 
were crushed to atoms for their evil doings.” 

■ After fording the Goor river, and as- 
cending a high ridge, the queen’s white 
palace forms a striking object in the land- 
scape ; .and heyond-it-is a' square emi.nence, 
where, under the eye of the' erudite Alaka 
Woldab, the reigning monarch passed his 
earlier years, until the assassination of his 
sire opened to him the accession. The 
■extensive view obtained includes, Geshe 
■and .■•Efrata, with the Great Saka inO'iiii-, 
tains stretching toward the Nile., Advan- 
cing, the heather-grown range .suddenly , 
terminates in an abrupt desce,iit, and full 
three thousand feet below., rugged Efat is 
seen, blending into the blue plains of the 
xldaiei, where towers the great beacon 
Azulo, with the -wide crater, of ; Abida, hazy 
and hot, far. beyond it in the east, Afrub- 
ba, and; the high hills , of - the J'ttoo Galia, 
rose in ^ faint perspective,, and a .perfect 
chaos of rude disjointed mountains lay piled 
.toward , Aiikober, seeming as though they 
had .been gathered from many ■countries, 
and pitched together by^ giant liaiicifuls, to 
fill up the deep intervening cliasiBi 

Hitherto the road liad been,’ rough and 
stony-— the' eraiiieiices steep and bare ; and 
'after passing the sombre groves of St. 
George, the only redeeming feature wa's 
the church dedicated to our Lady,” re- 
posing quietly amid the rich foliage of the 
cosso,” and other , large-leafed forest- 
trees. : In all other .parts the face of the 
country now resembled the sides- of the 
■great-, Indian Ghauts — masses of light- 

■ bro%vn, ■ chequered with pale yellow; bat 
stubble or ■Standing com in every access!** 

■ 'Me'nofikVand comer usurped the place 'Of 


TURMABER 


wastes of grass, with wliicli- nature so 
prod%alIy clothes the mountaiii scenery of 
the East. Numerous parties, consisdog 
of twenty or tliirty- peasants, carrying oil 
tlieir heads bales of coarse cottoii cloth as 
tribute to the king, were' passed at inter- 
vals — the sword by the side and the spear 
ill the liancl, iiidicating that the frontier 
along which' they journeyed was in. a for 
from settled state. 

This tract of high moorland, wliicli forms 
the water-shed betwc^en the Nile and the 
'Ha wash, is richly e'uitivated and abiind- 
aiitly' irri,gated-da fresh" stream, on its 
course to the former, river, intersecting the 
western side of the .range, and 'formin'g a 
•deep valley every second of third rnile. 
After leaving the Goor, however, the face 
of the country, ' becoming pnore sterile, is 
covered with heather, and for the last few' 
iiilies to the top of the Turmaber pass, 
neither village nor cultivated field is to be 
seen. 

During the descent, which passes thro'ugh 
a gap between precipitous trap rocks, and 
is steeper and even worse than that of the’ 
Chaka, the bleak and lofty peaks of Aram- 
ba, Gailaiyetto, Woti, Mamrat, Kondie, and 
Wofasha, are severally revealed to view; 
these forming a continuation of the great 
range of mountains tlireading ' the whole 
eastern frontier of Slioa, froni Biilgato Wor- 
ra Kaloo, and extending thence through 
Anibasel, Yedjow, and Lasla, to Simien, 
the highest point of xAbyssinia. From the 
foot of the range the road leads across the 
Telnnko, past Debra Ssiia, a small , emi- 
nence completely covered as with 'an in- 
verted bo.wi, by a dense, cabbage-shaped 
clump of junipers, concealing St. George’s 
ciinrch- — a most celebrated shrine for 'the 
perfonnaiice of vows and orisons, vrliich is 
visited from .great distances^ Hence the 
, route winds to the bottom of a deep wooded 
dell, rich in botanical- specimens, where 
the' clear stream of the Tehloko is again 
crossed, to the free of a steep acclivity 
leading to Dokaket, the ancient capital of 
E'm'malia Yasoos, tiii'rd monarch of Slioa. 

The .sun was dipping below the opposite 
range as a halt was procial'med by the king’s 
g'liide.at the house of Ayto xAba'iyo Gurwa, 
the governor of the district, 'whose hospi- 
tality proved 'unbounded. For a 'full hour 
he coiitiniied shouting and scolding, order- 
,iiig ' and coiiiitermaiiding ; aiid^ wdiile he 
„ ,ex,pressed the greatest mo'i*tili.cat'ioii at the 
non-appropriation of two fat oxen, in addi- 
tion to liberal supplies pf -sheep, 'bread, 
mead, and beer, lie was with difficulty pre- 
vailed upon to accept a present prepared 
ill acknowleds'inent ; a -piece of self-deiiial 


rarely experienced at the hands of a native 
of Southern Abyssinia. 

“ But,’’ he added, henceforth you may 
know me as , your friend ; therefore send to 
me frequently, and I will tell 3 ’ou when I 
have any concern;' Wolda Mariam, my 
henchman, who is here, is in my confidence. 

■ F.iirtiiermore, he wfi.il visit you on my part. . 
Appoint - now a baUoroha, who may intro- 
duce him, that access be not impeded.’’ 
The party nominated as -the medium of 
, comniumcatioii' stepped to the front, and 
the twain, baring their shoulders, and bow- 
ing the one to, the other, fell back into their 
respective places. 

Ankbher is the capital of the eastern di- 
vision of the kiiigdom bf Shoa, in which are 
comprised the provinces of Basso, Dabdabo, 
Karaba, Kaw't, Mans, Giddem, Abomesa, 
Mahlifood, and Dokaket. The last-named 
especially forms the scene of constant in- 
roads from the savage Adaiel, whose coun- 
try lies little mor^ than a cannon shot 
below ; the Amlidra, who on the Fanfi 
boundary are severely punished by the po- 
litic monareh for destroying one of them, 
even in ratifibution, flocfdng hither to en- 
title themselves to w^ear the decoratioh of 
the “ akodama,” the no7i phis ’ultra of their 
ambition. And such is the bitter hatred 
subsisting between the two nations so 
closely bordering upon each other, that but 
for the lofty Mils and cold climate of An- 
kober, the Moslems, who are the far bra« 
ver race, would doubtless have paid its 
Christian population a hostile visit long ere 
now. On the adjacent northern frontier, 
the intricate lab^winth of broken ravines, 
over which the eye had ranged in the morn- 
ing, forms the strongest natural barrier 
against the Yv' olio Galia, whose incursions 
are nevertheless .frequent ; while the To- 
lema, residing in the Saka range, entertain 
as decided a disinciination to descend^ from 
their own bleak hills, as do the Ainha.ra to . 
visit the hot vailej^s ' and forests of the 
Adaiel, which stretch beyond the borders 
of Sfat. -. 


CHAPTER HXX.XIL 


THE SHKE'W OF MAimPOOn. . 

, Bidding adieu to the hospitable host, the 
journey wa.s continued' along the eastern 
side of. the '.Turmaber range, through a 
country considerably altei'ed in appearance, 
and' improved in point .of beauty. There 
w-as a warmth of appearance about the mi-- 
merous hamlets quite in unison with the 
■ increased, temperature of this lower .tract 


I 
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^‘Angiic^, “ maize, bread, and beer. 
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Gayejr flowers bloomed by the way-side ; 
more brilliant birds fluttered among the re- 
cesses of the thick corinda hedges, through 
wliicli peeped the eglantine, the hoiiey- 
snckle, and the blackberry ; and the entire 
prospect, althoiigii exceedingly broken, and 
traversed throughout by ravines and gul- 
lies, was covered with the most luxuriant 
grass ill every spot where the hand„.of the 
cultivator had not been busy. The slope 
of each hill and abrupt eminence was wood- 
ed wdth junipers and other fantastic ever- 
greens. The cultivation was rich and 
Sourishing; fields of yellow safflower glow- 
ed in golden tints ; and tel? gi-owing in the 
depths of the valleys, resembled greatly the 
waving’ rice-fields of Asia. 

Dame Twotit, one of the king’s choris- 
ters, who accompanied the army to Garra 
Gorphoo, and was now making a profes- 
sional tour of the provinces, joined the par- 
ty en 7 'oule, carrying a small wicker para- 
sol ; and as she ambled along upon her 
mule, with the butter pouring in streams 
over her shoulders through the influence 
of the solar rays, the good lady was pleased 
to chant extemporaneous couplets in honor 
of the war about to be waged against the 
beasts of the forest, “ The Gyptzis will 
slay the elephant, whereof all the warriors 
of Amhara are afraid ’’-—while it formed 
the burden of the song, conveyed an opin- 
ion diametrically opposed to that entertain- 
ed by the public; and the followers, inspired 
by the words of a woman, took up the sen- 
timent, and made the valleys reecho to 
their martial chorus, which attracted to the 
road-side the inhabitants of every hamlet 
in the. vicinity. 

Mahhfood, a village hemmed in by high 
kolqual hedges, formed the termination of 
the march. Its natural fortiflcations having 
uniformly proved insurmountable, this dis- 
trict has never been conquered either by 
the Galla or Mohainmadans. The resi- 
dence of the governor, who has been hon- 
ored with the hand of Woizoro Birkenicli, 
daughter of Q,aeen Besabesh, by her for- 
mer marriage, stands on the apex of the 
loftiest of the many isolated hills ; and in 
accordance with the precaution invariably 
taken to prevent surprise on these disturb- 
ed frontiers, it is surrounded by a formida- 
ble fence. The camp was foi’medat the 
foot ; and the thermometer having stood in 
the morning at on the summit of Db- 
kaket, the difference in temperature was 
considerably felt during the afternoon, 
when the mercury mounted to 90'^ under 
the flimsy palls which formed the only 
'Screen. 

Standing specially recommended to Ayto 


Gadeloo, whose acquaintance had been 
formed during the late foray, a visit of^ce- 
remony was paid in the cool of the efbu- 
iiig, when the party were received and 
entertained according to the perfection of 
Abyssinian etiquette. The whole of the 
dirty domestics and honseliold slaves were 
mustered on the occasion, to witness the 
presentation of gifts brought for the “ Em- 
abiet,” w^ho, like the rest of the princesses 
royal, displayed unequivocal signs of being 
sole and undisputed mistress of the estab- 
lishment. Fat, fair, and forty, she was 
seated in a gloomy recess upon an ‘‘alga,” 
and partially screened from view by the 
intervention of a lusty handmaiden. The 
good man, who occupied a corner of the 
throne, presented in his owlish features the 
very personiflcation of a well-trained, hen- 
pecked husband, for years accustomed to 
the iron rule of the shrew — and so com- 
plete was her ladyship’s monopoly, that he 
could be said to boast of little beyond the 
empty title of governor of Mahhfood. 

The lady put a few preliminary ques- 
tions touching the numhef of wives pos- 
sessed by each of the party, and appeared 
highly to approve of the matrimonial code 
that limited the number to one. But 
throughout the dingy mansion there was 
a miserable assumption of regal dignity, 
which considerably retarded conversation, 
•by imparting to the. whole ceremony an air 
of unbending stiffness . The host, who was 
eitheiv unable or unw’illing to answer any 
interrogatories respecting his own country, 
edified himself when he did speak, by sub- 
jecting his fancied Egyptian guests to a 
lucid catechism ; and like the Arab Be- 
douin who formed his estimate of the pov- 
erty of Europe by the fact of its producing 
neither dates nor camels, Ayto Gadeloo 
conceived a passing indifferent idea of 
Great Britain from the discovery that it 
boasted no mules. 

“ Have you mashela and daboo and tul- 
lah"^ in your country *?” he inquired, while 
his fair partner feasted her eyes upon the 
“ pleasing things ” presented, in none of 
which it was evident the lord of the crea- 
tion was destined to participate— “ Oh, you 
have all these; well, and have you oxen 
and sheep, and horses and mules 1” ‘ ■ How, 
no mules'?” he shouted in derision, wdiile 
the slaves tittered and hid their black fa- 
ces, and their mistress laughed outright— 
“V^v, what a miserable country yours 
must Be !” 

Shortly after daybreak the road was re- 
sumed through very tiiriving crops, and by 


THE « GGWEZEA ’^—yiLLAGE OF MEOmA. 


a steep descent, to tlie valley of the Eobi, 

, wbffe tlie-eye' 'was greeted by a perfect, 
sceie of Eastern cnitivation-^nwarree,. 
fifteen feet Egii, teff, chilies, onions, oil, 
and cotton, in many parts artificially irri- 
gated, floui;is}iing with the utmost luxuri- 
ance on a rich black soil, under a climate 
resembling that of the more favored spots ^ 
in Western India. The scenery' of this 
richly- wooded and well-watered valley was 
not a little enhanced by the beauty of the 
surrounding mountains, of .which' the nu-, 
meroiis peaks were tufted with trees, and., 
crowned by populous hamlets, while the 
redundance of vegetation, and the growth 
and quality of the cotton, with a soil adapt- 
ed for the production of sugar, coffee, and 
rice, proclaimed the locality to possess the 
very highest natural advantages as an emi- 
grating settlement. 

In the broad shallow channel of the 
Eobi, upward of two hundred yards across, 
which pours into the Hawasli bet'weeii a 
belt of verdant acacias two sparkling 
streams of the clearest water, are found 
an inexhaustible supply of round pebbles 
of every size, which being assorted, are 
used by the Amhara fusileers in lieu of 
the usual iron bullets, and are even em- 
ployed as slugs and shot. They probably 
owe their spherical form to the constant 
action of the fiuid, and ferm'U large item 
in the tribute paid by this district, wherein 
alone they are obtained. Crossing the 
river, the road entered a thick jungle, 
through which the party proceeded in bat- 
tle array, as a measure of precaution 
against the Gowezza,” a. banditti which 
iuive long infested this frontier district. 
The nucleus, composed of Christian out- 
casts who have absconded from fear of, 
their creditors, or of church censure, was 
. swelled during the great famine in the 
year of St. Luke, by from five to six hun- 
dred Christian, Mohammadan, and Galla 
vagabonds, who, forming themselves into 
a lawless j3arid, and renouncing all forms 
of religion, took up their permanent abode 
■ in the : greenwood, where, favored by the 
nature of the groundj they plundered and 
kidnapped with impunity. 

To the notes.. of an Abyssinian war 
chorus, which still proclaimed the hostile 
designs conceived against ' the ' lordly ele- 
, pliant, the plain was crossed without any 
demonstrations on tlie part of the Eobin 
Hoods; and leaving the high, peaks of 
Chureecha and Saiigota on the right with 
Mungut and Sallai'sh on' tlie left, the i-oad 
, ascended the Gozi mountain by a nari’ow 
pa^s, leading under a peak whereon stands 
a hoiise belonging to Wulasma Moharn- 


imad. Abomesa, forming the termination 
fef the range toward the Adaiel frontier, 
limits his power in this direction, his rights 
as abogaz extending westward to Bulga. 
The district of Gozi is entirely peopled by 
Mohammadans styled Arablet, whose pro- 
genitors are said by tradition to have been 
left there prior to the reign of Nagasi, 
first king of Shoa. Hoossain, Wahabit, 
and Abdool Kurreem, generals probably 
detached from the victorious army of Graan, 

I are represented to have come from Mecca, 
and to have assumed possession of the 
country at the point of the sword — ^tlie le- 
gend assigning to the first of these war- 
riors as his capital the populous village of 
Medina, which is conspicuous on a cone 
among the mountains shortly after enter- 
ing the valley of the Eobi. 

Descending the Gozi range, a ridiculous, 
scene was enacted by a mule laden with 
numerous brace of guinea-fowl, which had 
inspired the beast with such ungovernable 
terror, that he rushed down the declivity 
at speed, kicking and plunging furiously, 
and was not recovered until the novel load 
had been dashed into a million fragments. 
Prom the foot of the pass the road led 
across an extensive fiat styled the wil- 
derness of Giddem,” which forms the neu- 
tral ground betwixt the Amhara and the 
Adaiel. But less than four years have 
elapsed since the great chief of the Gibdosa, 
at the head of his whole clan, made a sud- 
den inroad, and swept off all the cattle in 
the district. The Christians pursuing the 
invaders, slew ^‘eat numbers ih an engage- 
ment fought near Easa, and recovered a 
portion of the spoil ; but on their march 
back, they wmre in turn overtaken by An- 
bassa Ali, who destroyed upward of one 
thousand. 

The valley of Giddem is watered by 
four fine rivers, which were crossed in 
successionr— the Sower, “ mystery^’ the 
Ashmak, “man who deals in sorcery,” the 
Gasha Bakindee, “ shield on my arm,” and 
the Jow-waha, “ stupid water” — ^the whole 
of which, uniting after their escape from 
the mountains, join the Ha wash not far 
from Mount Azulo. The Gasha Bakin- 
dee, whereof the banks are precipitous 
and thickly wooded, is represented to have 
formed the scene of numberless murders 
on the part of the Wollo Galla, who are 
here in the - constant habit, of way-laying 
travellers through the wilderness. To 
the eastward of the valley, therefore, the 
hand of the cultivator has been stayed, and 
the forest, standing in large gloomy green 
patches, choked with reeds and wild canes® 
is. tenanted .. by . troops of guinea-fowl, by 
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the boar, the lion, and the elephant ; but to 
the westwaa-d, on either side of the road, 
the culti^’arion is magniiieent—the soil, 
the climate, a:ld the abundant supply of 
water, with the shelter aftbrded by the sur- 
rounding hills, proving especially favor- 
able to"" the labors of the agriculturists. 
Traces of the ha-ge tenants of the adja- 
cent shr-des so worthy of their bulk, were 
however visible among the 'crops, and the 
dread entertained of their visits was well 
evinced, by numerous elevated .' platforms 
constructed upo-i the higliest .trees' that 
bordered the rich plantations of cotton and 
red pepper. 

On the sedge-grown banks of the Sow- 
er. beneath the spreading branches of-a 
venerable tamarind, sat AytoAbaiyo, with' 
a numerous retinue, reposing, during the 
noontide heat, on his way to assume the 
district of Mmigust, to the south-south- 
west, the late governor having been sum- 
marily removed on charges of oppression. 
In the principal town, Mosabiet, is held 
one of the chief markets in the kingdom, 
the high road to Manchettee, the' Wollo, 
and the Yedjow Galla passing through it. 
The niimeroiis mounted -wetinue^ of the. 
■haughty loactionary had conjured up mis- 
givings in the .mind of the guide, who, 
since leaving Mahlifood, Iiad never ceased 
■allusions ^ to.' the “■Gowezza.;*’ nor was it 
without much persuasion and remonstrance 
that he was Snally induced to cros.s the 
river with, the vvell-armed party, and- to 
ImO ..irom arespeetfiil distance tlie suspi- 
cious. band of -hi.? own coimtrjmsii.. ' 

■ Leav.mg’ the wiiley .of Giddem, seven 
miles in e":v.treme length, the rente led over 
a very broken and stony rise, into a third 
vale, also richly cultivated, wdience com- 
■fflenced the 'ascent. of the Kokfari..ra.oge. 
Halting for the night at the village" of 
Zumbo, pleasantly situated on a pretty 
green terracej- on the mou-ntaln-side, be- 
tween Mtiiiya and Bai Mariam, the king's 
messcugor was dispatched in advance to 
apprise Ayto Tsanna. the governor, of the 
arrival of the strangers tvithin liis jurisdic- 
tion. Sapplie&i -poured in from all direc- 
tions ; but, although new far beyond the 
reach of the much-dreaded freebooters, it 
was not destined that the hours should be 
passed in peace. Attracted by the smell 
of honey, a legion of huge black ants burst 
into the tent ; and invading every bed, 
caused one skmberer alter tlie other to 
start in madness to his feet In. vain a light 
was obtained, and thousands upon ^on- 
pands massacred — fresh army^ streamed 
ppm the track of the annihilated troops ; 
Msq wm&mittmg were their persecutions. 


that it was ultimately found necessary to 
strike the camp, and remove to a remote 
stubble field, where, although fairly b.’ iten 
from the field, pursuit on the part ot the 
assailants was fortunately bailed, and their 
proximity speedily forgotten. 


'CHAPTER L.XXXIIL 

HOSPITALITY AT KOKFAUI. 

"•"May the guests of . the ,■ negoos come 
quickly ! — all is prepared for .their recep- 
tion,” was the message received early the 
ensuing morning from the old governor, to 
whom the party stood specially consigned 
by the king; : and who was, moreover, an 
acquaintance made in the late expedition, 
where he had. appeared in capacity of 
“ wobo,” or general comroanding the rear- 
guard., A winding a, scent up the almost 
perpendicular mountain side, and a gradual 
rise round, the shoitider of the range, in 
two hours revealed his residence, occupy- 
ing tile supmiit of a steep hill, and weil- 
fortified with palisad3.s and wicker-work. 
A deep grove of tali trees on the c-pposite 
eminence concealed the rnonastci-y of Ka- 
saiyat, famous as the depository of the 
chronicles of Saint Eustathius, ■ "arid ' be- 
yond, a wild tract of forest iand, inter- 
sected by serpentine rivers, stretched uway 
to the blue liills of Efrata and .'WoiTa 
Kaloo. 

Approaching the residence of ' .Ayto 
Tsanna, a salute wbs fired in Ms lionor by 
tiie escort ; . and , bej.ng, forthwith xislierecl 
into yiis presence, the kind-hearted and 
hospitable veteran was found seated in the 
miiei* ■ porch of ■: liis .s paciou s 'house, . where 
skins had been spread for the accommoda- 
tion .of the. visitors. .Nothing- co.uM sur- 
pss the muniiicerice of the" recept'ion — 
bread, honey, butter, hydromel, beer, poiii- 
'try, and eggs, being iavislied in princely 
abundance, while oxen siiid sheep Vitliout. 
number .were slauglitered 'for 'the use of the 
followers^ and corn- and grass .s'upplied to 
the numerous train of horses and mules. 
A spacious dojuicile was provided, in 
which, after a lire had been lighted to dis- 
lodge evil spirits, the repast was spread ; 
and during the greater portion of the after- 
. noon, the liberal and inte'lligent 'host con- 
tinued to witness the drill of the escort, 
performed at his special request ; and to 
converse with evident satisfaction on the 
manufactures of Europe, specimens of 
some of which had been most imwiiiinglj 
accepted. 


ELEPHANT LEGEND- 

M«ssengers were in the meantime dis- ' 
^jpal#ed’ to* fire snhordinate governors, with 
orcifc to assemble their quotas on the mor- , 
TOW' for the purpose of^ hunting. The 
tooUoola resounded through the neighbor- 
ing districts to summon yoimg and old ; 
aricl ill imitation of the royal proclamations, 
the mandate went forth by , the herald, 

'' that 'all who sliotild fail to. repair to the 
wilderness on the day appointed, would be 
held to have forfeited their property during 
seven years.” The son of the host,/ a 
tall, lirmdsoiiie youth, wearing gay meek-, 
laces of heads and a streaming whlte^ feath- 
er, in token of acliievowents performed 
dijiing the recent foray, had been specially, 
charges! with liie entertainment of the. M- 
iowers ; and the strength of the potent- old 
liydromel, no less than the liberality with 
which it had been, dispensed, were but too 
evident upon the majority ere the night 
fell. Loquacity increased with each addi- 
tional gumho that was drained ,; and loud 
. and boisterous were the praises from every 
mouth of the good cheer of the chieftain’s 
liall. . ■ . , , 

Among the visitors who flocked to^' be-- 
hold the mobile strangers,.- was a cowled 
monk froiE the adjacent .monastery, who 
■proved deeply .versed in traditionary lore. 
It was diverting to listen to the arguments 
-add'iiced by tlie'iioiy fatlier against the pro- 
jected |i,ostiiiti,es,, and one .anecdote- -con- 
siderably stc-iggered the iaitli reposed by- 
.th,e -govemo,!" . in their, succes-s-. “ In an- 
c-ierit clays,” c|'iiot!i toe recluse, “ one of the- 
raost powerfiii monarciis-of Ethio.pia., whose 
naiCG 1 have forg-jtten, made' war aga.mst. 
'hfc elepiiaiits Iiis whole army. The 
king of the elephants being sore ^ pressed, 
took iiiiio liiiiiself a mouse- to wife, and 
herein lie displayed Ills wisdom and saga- 
city. The mice espoused the qimrrel of 
their noble kin— entered ilia imperial store- 
houses in a countless 'body— devoured all 
the shields, harneFS, accoiitrciiients, 'aiid 
leather, in a single night, sand thus ’utteriy' 
flefaated the project of the king of kings..” 

The Aiiihara posse-ss a most indifferent 
idea of woodcraft, and never venture to. 
attack a ’wiM beast unless on horseback, in 
bodies condstiiig of several, hundred war- 
riors armed with every available weapon, 
when, according to the approved, system of 
Abyssinian biiiiymg, the animal is some- 
times woiTied ‘to death. But these quests 
. are frequently underiaken without success, 
and they seldom terminate without many, 
feta! accidents. Tlie brave who hurls the 
irst successful spear is entitled to the hoii"-. 
omry reward from the king, and to a tri- 
m&fh m the capital} which is attended with 


-BIRD OF ILL OMEN. 

ceremonies and rejoicings similar to those 
that celebrate the return of the murderous 
foray against the heathen Galla. Owing 
to the excess of cultivation on the high- 
lands, Shoa generally presents a peculiar, 
deficiency of objects worthy of the elsase. 
Baboons and monkeys, it has been seen, 
are royal game. Badgers are believed to 
be the “ Devil’s dock,” and therefore stu- 
diously shunned ; and hyenas, although oc- 
casionally destroyed, are in many parts of 
the country suffered to multiply to an alarai- 
■'ing- extent, from the existing " superstition' 
that Jewish sorcerers descend from the 
mountains during the night, and transform 
themselves into the likeness of these ani- 
mals, whence there could be no good result 
in their destruction. 

Neither journey nor hunting expedition 
is ever undertaken withotit the receipt from 
on Iiigh of the desired omens of approba- 
tion ; and should these be wanting, the 
Amhara will retrace his steps on any pre- 
text, and patiently await the welcome sign. 
The sight of the unclean hare is sufficient 
to shake the stoutest nerves. An antelope 
bounding across the path augurs favorably 
to success in any undertaking'. A fox bark- 
ing on the left hand destroys ail hope of a 
happy result, but on the right hand a pros- 
perous issue may with confidence be anti- 
cipated. The appearance of a while buz- 
zard prognosticates good or evil according 
to the position of the tail, and chief of all 
the numerous birds of ill omen Is the 
“ Goorameila.”'^' Deritli or the most dire 
disaster, is certahi to follow liis portentous 
croak ; and there is no inhabitant through- 
out the realm who has not some tale to re- 
cord in confirmation of the fated cliaracter 
of tliis^" ominous- shriek. , 'That, fool-hardy 
wight ivlio givethno heed to the warning 
note of comi-ng misfortune, has .never y’et 

■ been known to escape. lie is- either- balked 

in .the object of his journey, pillaged, mal- 
treated, or 'murdered i , 

- The omens must in this instance have 

■ proved favorable. Under the personal guid- 
aiice of the host, -whose hospitality increas- 
ed rather than abated, the party repaired, 
OB "the afternoon of the seco,nd' day’s -fes- 
tivities, to Manya— a village occupying the 
high promontory of.- table-tand imraediate- - 
jy opposite to the former encampment at 
Zumbo. It overlooked the wide extent of 
wilderness ..which"' was to form the scene 
of operations on the morrow, but among 
which it- was^ deemed unsafe to sojourn, as 
well on 'account of the wil(||bea5ts, as of 
the coB-staiit -hostile inroads of tl» Galla 
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and Adaiel. Tiie route wound by a grad- 
ual descent over tlie Kokfari mountain, so 
named from tlie numerous red-legged par- 
tridges, the size of a guinea-fowl, with 
which the coverts swarm— thick copses .of 
brushwood and heatlier, interlaced with 
doer-roses, eglantine, and bramble, aflord- 
inS the most alluring shelter in the vicinity 
of“ abundant grain and water. 

Beneath the moss-grown branches ot a 
silvery “ woira,” which Ipned its yenera- 
ble form over the hill-side fronting the 
cliurch dGciicated to timanuGl, stood a min- 
iature imitation of the sacred edifice, erect- 
ed according to wont upon a pile, of stones. 
Bread, grain, rags, and feathers, were in- 
dustriously heaped upon this idol by every 
passer by, and the kiss imprinted with fer- 
vent devotion upon the rough stem of the 
tree around which the old governor, dis- 
mounting from his mule, fastened a strip of 
cloth as a votive offering. On reaching 
the destination, which by certain of the fol- 
lowers who had sacrificed too liberally to 
the jolly god was accomplished with ho 
ordinary difficulty, several muskets atid 
matchlocks were discharged from the verge 
of the cliff to give notice of the arrival of 
the party to the Gille and Soopa, tributary 
clans, occupying the low country, who, in 
obedience to the summons of the preceding- 
day, were already assembled on the con- 
fines of the hunting ground. _ ^ 

From the Rasa hills, the residence of 
the formidable Anbassa Ali, whose do- 
mains bound the wilderness of Giddem, 
Mount Azuio did not appear to be more 
than one day’s journey ; and the Hawash, 
which is said to flow round its base, could 
be distinctly traced in its intervening course 
through the hot Adel plains, by the dark 
line of trees that fringe the banks.: The 
mountain, although far beyond the domin- 
ions of Shoa, is renowned as the mos 
sacred seat of monkery. Continually 
emitting volumes of dark smoke, its only 
inhabitants are Christian friars, who, de- 
spising the world and its vanities, retire 
thither unmolested by Galla, or Moham- 
madan, to spend their days in blissful peace 
and seclusion. Universally: lopked. upon 
and feared as sorcerers, .they are believed 
to live on the most social terms with the 
lions and wild goats which share the re- 
treat, and the tale assigns to the holy fath- 
ers an exclusive subsistencempon' fruits, 
and herbs, and roots, which together with 
a pair of wings, are freely furnished them 
from Heav^ ; but it is singular that none 
who have yet returned from the pilgrimage 
' .should have brought back their feathered 
' es— and that tM lank figure and 


the sunken eye should have 
rather the toil of the weary 
the high enjoyment of Elysian leasts 


CHAPTER LXXXIV- 

THE WILDERNESS -OF GlDn^M. 

Before daylight of the 

ing, Ayto Tsanna gave the 

die, and the tedious descent oi 
eastern face of the steep ijie bor- 

ing been accomplished on foot, 
der of the wilderness was end- 

sun rose, and post taken on a snn 
nence to await the report of ^jorthe 
who were out in every direction by 

tangled grass. The valley, 
mountains, and extending eigm 


ten 

mountains, ana exienuuig pj.ead 

miles in one uninterrupted nat^ ex- 

at the foot, intersected throughout 
treme breadth by the four stream 
, named, whose banks, clothed jg and 
1 jungle, and topped by an^ 

loftv forest trees, harbored ante f 
a great variety of birds of the j^„.,essesJ 
plumage. These individual 
in many points uniting, formed ^ ^ , 

ous belt of dark foliage, and in " 
ceding as the miry swamps , nbrded 
gard of the requisite moisture, 
limited vistas to the eye, althoug - 
cessible with difficulty either to 

horse. ^ theo’eV- 

A speedy summons arrived 
ernor, who, with a large party oi r ^ 
and two matchlockmen ibrmin.t? ^ 
guard, was seated on the at 

waha. An elephant had been , ^ '.j-^proar 
the distance of some miles, and 

had in consequence' commenced, - ^ 

the most to alarm the most fearless and i tu- 
ry in existence. After a protract 
.multuous consultation, the roe- 

menced according to the Aby ssi^ without 
thod onnoafvifl'nQ find np-flestrian 


jquestrians and pedestrian^ 


number, shouting and Italloonr^ 
other, as they threaded the P ^ ^^ngldd 
by the huge quadrupeds through "^.i^^ced 
swamp of canes, so locked and one 
that no human eye could ‘ , gg^ila 
foot on either side, while crowds 
horsemen galloped on either nan 
plete the impossibility of success* 

This turmoil continued under 
sun until past two o’clock, winch 

reached the extremity of the wa^^ Adaiol? 
divides the country of the |ioV- 

the appearance of several horse 
Pirino* in the disfa.Tice induCOd tiie » 


I* to decamp with precipitation to the centre 
of the wilderness, without having seen 
augb^’^save a few recent tracks imprinted 
oiAl#’ burnt grass, and a charred log of 
wood, which w’as long maintained to be an 
elephant. Here the tributary Gille and 
Soopa, who had been called out under 
vheir respective chiefs, Abbo and Boroo,* 
ianie pouring in from all directions-y-a wild 
and savage race, whom the Christians de- 
clared to be the, most insubordinate wretch- 
es in the whole world, who would take a 
life for the possession of the veriest trifle. 
More than trebling the numerical strength 
of the Amlrara, their appearance so alarm- 
ed the veteran “ Wobo,’’ that he forthwith 
placed himself under the protection of his 
guests; and apprehending a terihination 
to the day similar to the issue of Cbeyy 
Chase, requested that rifles m dis- 

charged for the purpose of intiniidation, 
while he ordered his irhinediatc attendants 
to raise the shrill war-crv to collect his 
scattered retainers. Tb<s Moslems mean- 
while contented themselves with gazing at 
the unwonted appearance of the white 
strangers, and champs of Christian spears 
soon Testored the chief to his self-posses- 
sion, and rekeved the forebodings of his 
dismayed ibllowers, whose extraordinary 
politene-ss to the auxiliaries was beyond 
all things diverting; the most tender inqui- 
ries relative to health and well-being only 
eliciting a scowling glance,' accompanied 
];y a surly dogged reply. 

It being in the interim reported that a 
man had been destroyed by a female ele- 
hant, at whose calf he had ventured to 
url his spear, Ayto Tsanna took the op- 
portunity of freeing himself of his unplea- 
sant Gaila vassals, by directing them to 
hem the skirts of the forest, while he re- 
quested his foreign allies “to enter the 
thicket, and destroy the enraged beast, 
whom no one else would approach.” Al- 
though well convinced of the impossibility 
of accomplishing this absurd request, a de- 
sire to efiace former evil imputations in- 
duced a ready compliance, and a body of 
Amhara spearmen were selected to point 
out to the party the scene of the alleged 
accident. Crouching, in a compact group 
■a, t, intervals of every lew hundred yards as 
they advancecl, they lowered their shields, 
.bristled their spears,' and in '“the language 
^■of the chase,” offered a prayer for Sivine 
assistance, coupled with abuse ■ and defi- 
ance to the much-dreaded object of their' 
quest 

Pie story of the catastrophe, proved on" 


investigation to be utterly false, the man 
having been merely lacerated by a splinter 
in a fall from a tree, instead of killed out- 
right by an elephant, as averred by his 
comrades. A search of two miles through 
the shady recesses of a magnificent forest, 
where some of the venerable trees meas- 
ured upward of forty feet in circumference, 
and where the lemon grew wild in the ut- 
most luxuriance and profusion,- led again 
to the open plain, without aught being seen 
but a few of that rare species of ape styled 
the “ monk of the wood. ” Here a message 
from the governor was delivered to the ef- 
fect that the elephants were surrounded at 
the farther extremity of the waste, and un- 
less immediately attacked would effect their 
escape. Rejoining him, however, with all 
expedition, it was ascertained that want of 
method had again frustrated every design, 
and that the clamor of the unruly multi- 
tude had rendered futile this last chance 
of retrieving the fortunes of the day. 

Evening was now fast closing around, 
and many miles were to be retraced to the 
camp, across bogs and quagmires, rendered 
almost impassable by the tramp of six hun- 
dred horsemen. But before finally leaving 
the ground, the Gaila chieftains and their 
wild host were assembled; and the gover- 
nor, taking his seat in the midst, in a set 
speech inSirmed them that their lord the 
king had sent them “ a strong stranger ” 
as a guest. That their country of Giddem 
had been chosen in preference to Buiga, 
Mentshar, or the banks of the Robi, and 
that elephants must be found on the mor- 
row, or shame would be the portion of all 
in the eyes of their royal master. Bowing 
their heads, in token of implicit obedience 
to the high behest, the chiefs pledged them- 
selves to spare no exertions, and to appear 
early the following day with double the 
number of their respective tribes ; which 
assurance given, the opportunity was em- 
braced of urging an old dispute relative to 
the loss of certain Gaila steeds, stated by 
BoroDj surnamed Amba Bukazia, to have 
been stolen by the Amhara borderers. 

“ Yellow Horse ” rose to speak in favor 
of his countrymen. His portly figure be- 
tokened high command and perfect sell- 
possession. The lines of Ms dark lace had 
settled down into features expressive of 
the most imperturbable coolness, and his 
whole appearance 'ras that of the haughty 
savage chieftap* Standing erect before 
his feudal superior, his fittitude and de- 
meanor were' strikingly bold and dignified. 
His mantle, surmounted by a shaggy black 
skin, fen gracefully over his brawny shoul- 
ders; and- his words flowed on, pleasing 


* Boroo signifies ‘‘ my yellow liorse.’ 
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and mellifluoTis, in a smooth stream of na- 
Sye eloquence, which the soft kn^age of 
die Galla admitted of his modnlati^ into 
a masterly succession of measured rhymes. 
The interpreter sat opposite, with eyes riv- 
etted on the orator, and sentence after sen- 
teiice was rendered into AraMrac with an 
ease and plastic volubility which appeared 

rather the effectofapieceofhighly-wrought 

machinery, conveying to the governor 
throucrh every marked intonation a close 
verbal interpretation, without disturbing 
for a moment the graceful flcAv^of ^ 
passioned harangue. But Ayio Tsanim 


and forest after forest traversed, without r 
one glimpse being obtained of the quarry 
desired. ^ 

At length, about two in the afte|ioon^ 
came a summons to the presence of the 
governor, who, being much fatigued, was 
seated below a spreading tree, and about 
to propose a return to the tents. In a long 
studied speech he set forth ‘'that his fol- 
lowers had done their utmost also for that 
day, and Jiad driven the elephants, which 
were coiihtless as the forest leaves, from 
place » to place, as though they had been, 
village kine, but that the Europeans - ” 


mssioned harangue. But Ayio 'rsanim 

havinff already decided the questr.on, and Here his harangue was cut shoit by the 
Lentally resolved not to listen to tfte-ap- appearwce of a Galla scout, \vlio gallopec, 
peal, gkdly availed himself of the uprising furiously up, ^ exclaiming, 
of to British guests, to mount his own %y drink, in the Jow-waha!_ Phe coun- 
horse and thus abruptly to terminate the eil instantly, dissolved. Inspired by a new 


unpleasant discussion. 

CHAPTER LXXXV. 

DOWlTTALn 07 THE EI.EPHAi?T. 

Ere the sun had risen the ensuing morn- 
ing, the party were again in the wilderness, 
where nearly double the number of Galla 
had been assembled by the chiefs Boroo 
and Abbo, to whom, before commencing the 
labors of the day, suitable gifts were pre- 
sented. The swamps on the southern side 
of the -waste having been drawn unsuc- 
cessfully, columns of dust which arose from 
the opposite quarter high above the trees, 
were pronounced to indicate, the tramp of 
a troop of elephants ; and thither the hun- 
ters hurried. But the performance of the 
heaters was even inferior to that of the 
preceding day. Half the number, panic- 
^icken, and visibly shaking with fear, as- 
cended ihe tallest trees, while those who 
again induced the party to precede them 
through the ocean of tangled flags, where 
to kill or e ven to see a wild beast was per- 
fectly out of the question, used their ut- 
most endeavors, by talking and shouting, 
to enhance the impossibility, 

Eesolved to prove that the Gyptzis would 
not place others in a position which they 
scrupled tlxemselves to occupy, the hunt 
was contimibAj^r some hours with those 
of the Amhara lyho possessed sufScient 
courage to enter the ii^nts. The sun was 
oppressively hot, and side^^arms, which were 
insisted upon as a measure^.^recaution 
against the treachery of the aliiehyyho had 
been summoned to assist, proved peculiarly 
cumbersome and distressing ; but swamp 
itor swamp was beaten unsuccessfully, 


ra.y of hope, the hunters leaped again into 
the saddle^ and, carrying their rifles across 
their shoulders, made at full speed for the 
river. 

A gallop of thiee miles through a dense 
covert,' consisting dC. strong elastic wands, 
interlaced with prickbj,, weeds and coarse 
spear grass, left the crow^ far in the rear; 
and, arriving at the spot' ^yhere the ani- 
mals had been viewed, Yellow Horse,” 
with half a score of his, wild adders, was 
alone present. The deep holes Itff by the 
feet of the monstrous animals in fee wet 
sand at the water’s edge, were stilhlmb-' 
bling from below ; and from the sumrnii of 
a tree, the broad backs of a herd beirig 
presently identified at some distance, by 
the mdakred flapping of their huge ears, 
it was resolved that the native allies should 
tarry where they W'ere, while two of the 
partv proceeded quietly to the attack on 
foot," before the governor, with his noisy 
retinue, should arrive from the rear. 

After much opposition on the part of old 
Boroo, who vowed that the despot would 
hold him responsible for the accident -wliicli 
the rash measure was^ certain to entail, 
the arrangement was finally earned. A 
stealthy advance up the wind, under cover 
of the copse-wood, soon revealed a small 
open area which had been trampled com- 
pletely bare, and in its centre, beneath the 
scanty shade -of a venerable camel thorn,; 
which had been well polished by continual 
rubbing, ■ stood ■ a gigantic bull,' sinTOiinded 
by four of his seraglio. 

British credit was now completely at 
stake. 'Creeping, therefore, to the extreme 
verge of the covert, in order to render cer- 
tainty more . sure, a two^-ounce ball, planted 
in the only small fatal spot presented by 
the huge target, laid low the mighty pa- 
triarch of the herd, 'whose fall made th© 
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^ eajtb to tremble. One of the survivors, 
rosliing toward the ambush, received a 
vollej?hOf hard bullets in her broad fore- 
head? 'wliicli turned the attack, and brought 
her also to the ground, after a flight with 
her companions of fifty yards. She, how- 
ever, rose after some minutes, and escaped 
into the thick forest to die, attention being 
meanwhile entirely engrossed by the tus- 
ker, the nobler quarry, who, although pros, 
n-ate on his side like a fallen tower, mani- 
1'ested in his dying moments, by sundry 
porteiitoos noises and uncouth struggles, 
an inclination to resume an erect position. 
His destruction vvms speedily .completed;, 
but it v;as still irripossible.to leave the spot, 
from a conviction that the braggart Am- 
liara rabble would not fail to claim the 
honor and the credit of having slain the 
prize wnth their powerless spears, should 
any percliance find the carcass during the 
absence of the lawful proprietors— sur- 
iBise which was fully confirmed by the ap- 
propriation of the tail as a trophy, by the 
very first man who made his appearance. 

The death of this lordly monster, to 
which so little importance would have been 
attached in those parts of the Alrican con- 
tinent where the event is one of, diurnal 
occurrence, created in the mind of every 
beholder a sensation of astonishment and' 
admiration hardly to be described. 
fame of the exploit, carried by 
couriers, spread from corner i 

the empire ; and although far unipr- 
sally credited, it produced 
the good e’fiect anticipatpf"^ ihose who, 
'V’hen the storming , 

covert, had soiia:ht s^jbty m trees, couid, 

witlitiitficiilty be i 

in order to appj^^iacii the. mountain , of flesh j 
from 'which waS'''‘‘^a/id to iiavedepaitsd , | 
and finaUy' mustc<ing courage to do so, in : 
the freujfiv of, excitement, Jaimched their 
spears and dischiTged tlieir matchlocks, to 
'Ihti 'unmhievr peril of the bystanders and,, 
of eacif orher. On the firsi: iutimation of 
trie 'ufiaials having, after two days’ diligent 
imrch, been actually discovered, three 
' Ihurtiis of the whole party had Incontinent- 
ly d i seppeared, The Galla horsemen, who ■ 
had previously boosted the destruction of 
elephants with their spears, did not venture 
le approach for a. MI hour after their ears 
[Mdrbeen saluted by the reports of the ri- ' 
des; exif] even the warrior who vaunted: 
himself llic “ hereditary cliiefialn of all the. 
Uraves of tlie Ainliara mtion,” long clung 
pertinaciously lo Ms secure .,,se,at .among 
rhaiopmost l3ranches. . 

As the fact of the 'downfall of the .noble 
beast became more widely credited, 'and 
15 -^ , 


the scattered forces ^adually rallied round 
it, chief after chief offered his hand in con« 
gratulation of the, in bis eyes, daring ex- 
ploit ; expressing his wonder and amaze- 
ment, that a small rifle-bail had been able 
to accomplish the annihilation of the bulk 
and life of seventy seasons, and extolling 
the prowess of the king’s European visitors 
in the encounter with so formidable a mon- 
ster, whose colossal strength couid have 
carried him trampling through a whole 
array of their own host, dealing death and 
destructioh wheresoever his will impelled 
him. While dancing and howling around 
the carcass, amid the crimson torrent which 
deluged the ground, they affirmed the deed 
to be the work of genie,s-j''^ud ot super- 
natural beings, and corn^hmented the doers 
as the “ bravest brave,” under the 

titles of « Eiga’-^d “ Gobez declaring 
that “ the mpufd whereof the Gyptzis were 
fashioned must be of a rare quality, and 
that if all the subjects^mf Shoa were but 
composed of the sapie material, the domin- 
ions of Sahela Selassie would know no 
limit.” 

Boroo, Jke brave chief of the Soopa, who 
had difficlilty been restrained 

fi-op^lowing the fori hope at the head 
gathered retainers, and thus alarm- 
ring the quarry by the noise and confusion 
of "maily hundred horsemen, was more 
particularly earnest and vehement in his 
protestations and congratulations on the 
victory achieved — ^having himself antici- 
pated none but the most fatal results from 
what he termed so rash an attack upon 
the hitherto unsubdued monarch of the 
W'ilderness, and trembled for the royal 
vengeance which any accident to the par- 
ty wmuld infallibly have drawn upon his 
devoted head. “ The world was made for 
you alone,” eoncl tided the old warrior in 
a perfect ecstasy of 'delight, ‘-and no one 
else has any'; business in it.” 

The trunk and ear of the beast so much 
dreaded throughout the dis-rlct, having 
been hewn from the carcass, u pon the iron 
folds of which .neither the swords nor the 
lances of the assemble.cl Gaiia and Amliara 
couid ...make' the smallest impression, were. 
Anally bprns off in triumph ; ' and ..during 
the return to the encampment on the hill- 
top, '.the same honors were paid which are 
exacted by the. despot on liis triumphal 
entry after a successful expedition against 
the heathen. Horsemen galloped in every 
direction, .^houting' the prowess of the, 
Gyptzis, and'- announcing that “ those who 
bad gone forth, to. slay the mighiy elepliaiit 
: had' successfully performetf" the quest,” 
i "Groups., of women : and, girls lined the Mll« 
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side, and as the hunting-party crowned &e j 
steep, raised their shrill voices m fte thrill- 1 
in O' not© of prsiiss a.nd WGlconi6.^ xhc tGiits 
■were entered amid the deafening chorus 
of a war-song. Bullocks were instantly 
plauohtered for the entire of the followers. : 
Double the daily liberal supplies of every 
description were poured in. 
green asparagus were presented, by the 
sons of the delighted governor, to orna- 
ment the hair in earnest of victory. Dame 
Twotit composed a new extemporaneous 
sonnet upon the occasion, which she re- 
hearsed during half the night ; and ^ until 
the cock cre^v, every quarter of the village 
of Manya re^iounded with wild dancing, 
martial music, av4 war songs, in celebra- 
tion of an achieveuient, now for the first 
time witnessed by the Christian population 
of Shoa. 


CHAPTER LXXXVI. 

TEE NOETHEEN OALLA, PEoM AEGQBBA TO 
the TULEMA. 

GinDEM was conquered by Asfa'Vv^osen, 
ffrandsire to Sahela Selassie, from 
the ruler of the first Mohammadan settler's. 

A succession of deep valleys, stretching 
eastward to the very confines of the Adaml, 
are occupied by the tributary Galla tribes 
of Gille and Soopa, who have become con- 
verts to Islamism--the AlHla river inter- 
secting the country of the former, of which 
the principal village is Esgieye, and the 
Negeso that of the latter, whose chief re- 
sides at Allaiyo. Farther to the north, 
where a continuation of the wild tract of 
forest land is visible, the Ada'ie threads 
the district inhabited by that portion of the 
Wollo who own allegiance to Shoa under 
the government of Efrata, and by the Doo- 
<yoogi’a Galla, who were also dependent, 
but have long been in a state of open re- 
bellion. Large quantities of excellent 
coffee are cultivated in Manchettee and 
Efrata, and with the salt amoles,” which 
it has been seen are imported from Tigre 
by the Wollo and Worra Kaloo, are brought 
to Shoa by the Moslem merchants. In 
Giddem Itself, however, coffee is not culti- 
vated, owing to the prejudice entertained 
respecting its use by the Christian popula- 
tion generally. 

WestwM of Giddem, and interposed 
betwixt it and Morabietie, isr the province 
of Mans, largest of all the component dis- 
tricts of Shoa, but subdivided into Lalo, 
Mama, and Ghera, each of which forms a 
net government* ■ Abiye, third king 


of Efat, defeated and subjugated Gole, the ' 
then independent ruler, whose daughter 
Wolensa was the mother of ZenamalFork, 
the queen-dowager. This lady, thef^^fore, 
looks upon Mans as her hereditary posses- 
sion, and she is much beloved by the peo- 
ple, although, as regards their allegiance 
to the crown, they still retain a large share 
of their ancient independence. Haughty, 
brave, obstinate, and quarrelsome, they 
openly avow to have little knowledge of 
Sahela Selassie— -never swear by his 
name, as is the usage of his majesty’s 
more dutiful and loyal subjects-— often de- 
pose the governors wl:|om he appoints to 
rule over them — and refuse to take part in 
the annual raids over the southern border, 
upon the grounds that they have quite suf- 
ficient occupation in the adjustment of in- 
testine feuds and boundary disputes. These 
latter are points not always satisfactorily 
adjusted in Europe— nor is it extraordinary 
that they should be attended with some 
difficulty in x\frica. 

During the rebellion of Mecloko, the 
kino* in his distress sent an urgent mes- 
sage to the people of Mans, saying, »My 
brothers, my relations, hasten to help me 
and pouring in at the summons, the^wild 
hordes arrived in time to decide the issue 
the dubious day. But so well aware is 
despot of his precarious footing, that 
he roigg entirely upon the tact displayed 
by his avowing her northern sub- . 

jects to be\jg own flesh and blood, upon 
\yhoni he couq not impose a heavy taxa- 
tion. The onl} tribute paid, tlierefore, is 
in sekdatyB. black v,oollen cloth woven of 
the raven fleece of native sheep of the 
country, and invariably ..employed in tlie 
manufacture of the i*oyal tents. 

This fabric also furnishes a aostume in- 
dispensable in so rigorous, a climate, where 
the bleak unsheltered hills, s\Vept by a 
cutting easterly wind, ra.nk among the 
coldest portions of Abyssinia. ' The soil is 
chiefly a fat black earth, producing abun- 
dant, crops, but perfectly destitute nf tim- 
ber. Salt is the only circulating medium ; 
and a man’s wealth is estimated by the 
number of his ploughshares, which are care- 
fully buried until wanted. The swarthy 
complexion of the inhabitants, and their 
black, weed-like habiliments, distinguish 
them among all the other subjects of Shoa 
— wearers of the white cotton robe— than 
whom they are even more superstitious, 
bigoted, and ignorant; the few erudite 
among them being nevertheless esteemed 
right cunning sorcerers, and, as sueh, 
.dreaded wheresoever they wander. 

Mans has already been introduced as a 
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province famous for tlie lake Alob-ir, the re- Sahela Seiassiej was placed on the frontier 
piitepresidence of the king of the Genies, of his former liege, where his valor and 
throiigh which the river Shai flows to join trusty services have gained him the high- 
the Nile. Of yore, when the spot now in- est piaQO in the royal, favor, 
undated terra jirma, the Virgin Mary ^ The dread entertained by the Christians 

is said to have appeared in the house of the of the independent Moslem denizens of the 
wealthiest cultivator residing in the many low country, has been ably portrayed by 
flourishing villages that then existed ; and the personal confessions of their monarch, 
to have addressed herself to the mistress, The destruction of a single individual of 
saying, ‘G am hungry, and have nothing to the hostile tribes, by the most treacherous 
eat. Give me corn, and I will grind for means,, is esteemed a feat of the greatest 
wages.” A vast heap of grain was pointed valor, and one that entitles the hero to the 
out, sufficient for a v/eelvs labor ; but no highest distinctions. His majesty’s recent 
sooner had the Virgin touched it than it allusions to his highland neighbors, the 
was miraciilously converted into meal, men of Geshe, “ who carry broad shields, 
The inhospitable master now refused the and fight hand to hand,” had reference to 
pittance claimed; nor would the “Pour the receipt of tidings of the .defeat of x\yto 
Chairs,” before whom the complaint was Amito, one of his principal frontier gov- 
carried, give redress, until a poor shepherd ernors, by Ahogaz Gobassie, a brave chief-, 
had become mediator. As a mark of the tain in the service of Birroo Lubo, who, 


displeasure of Heaven, the scene of his 1 
offence against the mother of Christ was ' 
forthwith converted into a lake, which has 
since formed the abode of the lord of all 
the gins and evil spirits in the land ; and 
from that period large quantities of dabo^ 
or wheaten cakes composed of the whitest 
flour, have been supplied by general con- 
tribution to the shepherds .on the festival 
of Debra Tabor, and on the anniversary of 
‘‘ our blessed Lady.” 

Immediately north of Giddern, and in- 
terposed betwixt the frontiers of Shoa and 
Argobba, is the district of Dibbie, under 
Abba Munsoor, a Wollo Galla of conse- 
quence, formerly governor of Wofagabel, 
in the territories of Birroo Lubo, and no- 
torious for his personal' valor. Having, 
with a chosen band of followers, rebelled 
some years since against the prince, of 
Argobba, he fortified himself at Arikkee, a 
high table-topped mountain on the V/ollo 
border, where he steadily rejected the terms 
that were offered for his capitulation. A 
strong force of spearmen, supported by a 
thousand musketeers and matchlockmen, 
was at length 

,"buL 'iK T -^ooner had the besiegers 
opened fire from a deep defile that environs 
the strong hold, than 'five hundreff of their 
number were laid dead by a storm of stones 
from above ; the residue, as usual on such 
occasions, retreating in the utmost disor- 
der. The entire scarp of the precipitous 
hill had been lined with beams and rafters 
balancing huge masses of rock ; and the 
leathern thongs by which they were lashed 
being simultaneously cut away by the gar- 
rison, destruction was carried along the 
wffiole extent of the Crowded ravine. After 
this signal victory, xAbba Munsoor aban- 
doned his citadel, and tendering faith to 


with a large detachment, had attacked and 
routed the Amhara with great slaughter. 
This disastrous news had been followed 
by the arrival of Ayto Kalassie from Kaa, 
on the west of Antzochia, with intelligence 
that being unable any longer to stem the 
inroads of the /\Vollo, he had been com- 
pelled to take flight, leaving the enemy in 
possession of a fine district across the river 
Wonchit, pertaining to the principality of 
Zenama Work. 

These events caused considerable con- 
sternation in the kingdom of Shoa; and it 
being apprehended that the Mohammadans 
would follow up their success in the direc- 
tion of Giddern, all the Wollo gunmen in 
the royal service were discharged, and 
Christians and converted Galla slaves en- 
listed in their room. A large detachment 
of the body-guard was then ordered to the 
north for the defence of the frontier ; but 
under the conviction that, as on all former 
occasions, the Amhara cavalry would leave 
them to dispute the field alone with their 
brave foes, they proceeded on the service 
with the greatest ngssiiaki reluctance, ai- 
the immediate com- 
mand of Ohara, the son of Meduko, who 
is scarcely- lusu renowned for vfJ.]or than 
wauliis rebel father. 

Birroo Lubo, the prince of Argobba, 
is descended from Lubo the son of Wat- 
sooba, who is said to have been a weaver, 
and who espoused the daughter of Endries, 
governor of Gof. ilmade, the last ruler 
of Worra Himano, educated Birroo, the 
fruit of this union, and created him gov- 
ernor of G6f, whereupon he diligently oc- 
cupied himself in the extension of his 
dominions, dividing his residence between 

* This term is applied by the Ada’iel to the whole of 
the border country m which cotton is cultivated. 
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the town and Ain Amba. Hig elder son^ 
Ali Birrooj met an untimely death in one 
of the many border struggles with the 
troops of Sahela Belassie ; and the only 
surviving brother, Amade, who is to sue-, 
ceed Ms now aged father, has already ob- 
tained a great reputation for personal valor 
in the iield. The intercourse with the 
Adaiel, whose caravans come from Aussa 
to Dowwe, on the frontier, is notoriously 
more frequent and secure than between 
Tajura and Shoa ; and, with a view still 
further to faciiltate the communication, 
the prince, who is extremely advanced in 
years, has given one of Ms daughters in 
marriage to the chieftain of the united 
tribes Hurruk Bodai'to. 

The next most influential personage on 
this frontier is Adara Bille, surnamed, 
from the title of his favorite war-steed, 
Abba Daghet,” « the Father of Height.” 
This chieftain resides at Gatira,* in the 
district of Changiet, and presides over tlie 
Wollo tribe Gora. As a bribe to secure 
protection to messengers proceeding to the 
northern states, he has received a number 
of villages fropa Sahela Selassie. Birroo 
Lubo has conferred his daughter in mar- 
riage, with territory in his own dominions, 
and aflbrds military aid in time of need 
as a check upon the western Galla ; and 
Imdm Liban, of the powerful Worra tribe, 
has likewise made considerable grants of 
land with a similar object. Thus possess- 
ed of extensive power, and courted on all 
sides, the treacherous chief avails himself 
of his position to shift the cloak according 
M the wind; and, although wedded to 
Birroo’s daughter, has never yet assisted 
tiiat ruler in his hostilities against Shoa. 

Although not nominally tributary to 
Goudar, both Birroo and Adara Bille afford 
military aid whenever called upon, and the 
Woilo soldiery form the stoutest bulwark 
of the decayed empire. Were all these 
fanatic tribes of one accord, they could 
not fail to endanger the safety ot (Jiiristiuii 
Abyssinia; but they are fortunately divided 
throtighout by tlio-same feudS private 
animosities which sever the southern Pa- 
gans. Hating Christian and heathen with 
all the dire inveteracy enjoined by their 
creed, and slaying both without mercy on 
every opportunity, the Wollo preserve all 
the superstitions of the latter, below whom 
they are in many respects debased by Mo- 
hammadan bigotary— thus affording a mel- 
ancholy proof of what the whole Galla 
nation must become, should it ever unfor- 
tunately happen that Abyssinia terminated 

* The Cyprus tree.- . 


her intestine struggles by falling under th® 
grasp of a Moslem ruler. Intercourse Cwith 
the northern states has imparted to ^ the 
Wollo a higher degree of cultivation than, 
is .possessed' by their countrymen . in the 
south; and passing nearly the .whole of 
their time dll the . repetition :,of prayers, a 
proverb and geimral belief prevails,' that 
their' country ■ can never be. conquered., by 
those who -are not followers of the Prophet 
— a 'Superstition nmbra.ced even by the 
Christians of , Shoa, , in consequence of Ras 
. Ali 'being last' year defeated ' by the' Wollo 
cavalry at Korkora, on his , march to invade 
Efat The vernacular language of: all this 
border, is Galla, adulterated with AmhariG 
and with the Arabic of the Koran ; which 
two latter may be expected in the course 
of a few generations entirely to obliterate 
the aboriginal tongue. 

Ali Marie, the independent Mohaiiima- 
dan prince of Tehooladeree, wherein is 
the lake Haik, has long been in firm alli- 
ance with the king of Shoa, and twice ably 
assisted him against the Wollo, an impor- 
tant piece of service, for which his majesty 
remunerated him handsomely. It is now 
two years since he was defeated by Birroo 
Lubo, an;] driven to seek refuge at the 
Christian court, until, having mustered 
sufficient reinforcements, he contrived, af- 
ter several severely-contested battles, to 
reinstate himself in his go\*ernment ; and 
it is said of the warrior, that, on the occa- 
sion of this struggle for empire, “he slew 
so many of the foe with his own hand, that' 
the clotted gore could not be effaced from , 
his spear blade.” 

Again deposed by Birroo, lie was now a 
fugitive in Mofa, a strong fortress to the 
west of lake HaiM The victor, whose pre- 
text for the war was Ali Marie’s refusal 
to acknowledge allegiance to Ras AIL has 
thus, by the subjugatioii of Tehooladeree 
Galla, obtained possession of the entire 
line of road from the frontiers of Shoa to 
Tigic, ..laJ Law, nrsoroAver, deprived his en- 
emy the negoos of his 
“pWerful a lly. ■ It is not a •little singular, 

■ th'at Saliela ' Be'la^te',rw.ho- is o n outward 
terms of friendship with lias ’ AIT, 
have been suffered to afford an asylum to 
, AH Marie, without being called to account; 
On the occasion' in question, the haughty 
but humbled fugitive bared liis shoulders' 
to the Christian monarch, according to the 
Abyssinian mode of evincing respect, re- 
marking, as he did so, “ that he gave thi?i 
token of deference for the first time during 
.Ms life.” 

The Tiilema Galla are the last to be 
mentioned on the northern frontier of Sho% 
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aB<i at, ‘fclieir hands the most serious disas- 
ters a.tid reverses have uniformly been ex- 
perienced. A former emperor of Ethiopia 
is said to have married a female slave, by 
whom he had three children, Metcha, Ka-^ 
miyo, and Tdlema. - These youths were,, 
charged with the royal lierds, and being in 
the wilderness, and' brave young men, they 
soon drew around them a number' "of dis- 
'Contented vagabonds who embraced their , 
language and manners, which were those 
of their mother, who had been brought 
from the very centre of Africa. Concert- 
ing ail attack upon the southern provinces 
of the empire beyond the Ha wash, they 
defeated the imperial army on the banks of 
the river Gala in Guraghie, which runs 
south toward Zingero; but of numerous 
clans and houses into which the rebels be- 
came subsequently divided, the twelve 
tribes of Metcha, the Karaiyo, and the 
Tillema have alone retained their aborigi- 
nal appellation. 

Attempting to invade the territoy of the 
Abidchu and Ghelan, the Tillema were de- 
feated and driven to the. northwest, where 
they established themselves on the bleakest 
and most lofty highland.?, and to the pres- 
ent day have maintained tlieir independ- 
ence. One portion have become converts 
to the Mohamrnadan faith, but the occu- 
pants of the mountain Dera adhere to hea- 
thenism. Woosen Suggud succeeded in j 
.subjugating some few of these tribes ; but j 
on the accession of Sahela Selassie, they | 
cast off the yoke, a.nd being joined by a J 
member of the blood-royal of Shoa, became 
formidable enemies . Force after force has 
been sent against Kalala, the capital, on 
' the borders of Morabeitie, and always with 
the same result. Birroo-Bukiza, and his 
successor the brave ilbba Damto, have 
invariably repulsed the ‘‘soldiers of the 
cross,’’ with fearful slaughter, and many 
governors have been hewn in twahi from 
the crown of the head to nm sole of the^ 
foot, in the mind, of nie superstitious Am- 
lidra, fear has gradually given birth to a 
belief of the existence in tliese cold moun- 
lains of a race of fabulous beings called 
Arita, to whom their reverses are attribu- , 
ted. The lower portion of the body is de- 
scribed' to be that of an, ass or a black dog, 
while the head and shoulders assume the 
human form, and with the gait, costume, 
and language of mankind, complete a dis- 
guise wdiicli enables the monsters to roam 
undetected over the border districts of 
Shoa, in prosecution of tlieir bloody career 
of .eanniballsm. ' “ 


CHAPTER 

, THEKMAL WELLS AT 

The day following the victory over 
monarch of the forest, was .passed in the 
laborious operation of hewing out the pon- 
derous tusks, each of which formed the 
load of a donkey, and was valued at one 
hundred German crowns. A strong force 
was in attendance to keep the peace; and 
owing to the inferiority of the tools at com- 
mand, and the existing' necessity of cut-* 
ting completely through the head to the 
root of the lower tusk, which was half-bu- 
ried in the soil with the violence of the fall^ 
the trophies were not borne off until 
sun had set. The wounded 
while been conveyed to the 
gical aid. The edges of tl 
his thigh had been by an amateur practi- 
tioner neatly brought together with acacia 
thorns fastened by threads of wiry grass ; 
and a handful of silver easily reconciled the 
patient to a few weeks of confinement to 
his bed. 

An Armenian, acting in capacity of dra- 
goman to the embassy, bad been the JSs- 
culapius~^a man who^ without the smallest 
pretensions, gratuitously set up also to be 
a. first-rate Nimrod; and the merriment 
made throughout this day at his expense 
had covered him with confusion. When 
setting out from Ankdber with a borrowed 
musket, he had rubbed his hands and feign- 
ed the highest spirits at the prospect of 
resuming his old sport,” for he had slain 
elephants by the dozen in Northern Abys- 
sinia ; and their tails, he contended, ‘‘ like 
the tails of all elephants; were not tufted 
at the extremity as asserted by his master* 
but covered with long hair after the fashion 
of the Horse !” . A mouse wandering from 
an adjacent granary at Dokaket, and 
wisely- s'campering over his bed, fell a 
rifice to the . well-aimed staff of the hero* 
who by virtue of this brilliant exploit stuck 
a white feather in his hair, and whooped 
war-song during half the ensuing march. 

Nevertheless, in the course of the first 
day’s unsuccessful hunting, he had been 
seen to retreat into a cavity of the earth ia 
a manner far from creditable to his nerves ; 
he had been heard to exert his voice hi 
earnest supplications for assistance at the 
rumored approach of the animal for whose 
life he had previously affected to tl 
and when at last actually confronted 
the defect monster, he was fain to confess 
that he only once beheld a live elephant 
from the^ summit of a .very high tree^ 
when he 'discharged hm matchlock as tli0 
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beast retreated, and the people declared that tal water, agitated at intervals by miniature 
it would die/’ cascades, and shaded throughout its^ortii- 

This curious confession on the part of ous course by trees and flowering creepers 
the impostor, whose statements had here- of luxuriant beauty, in an angle formed 
toforo been credited, led to further discio- by a sudden bend are the hot wells, five in 
sures. He had been’ addicted to shooting number, rising at some distance from each 
at hyenas by night in the suburbs of Adowa ; other—the remnants of old volcanic action, 
and having, once been so fortunate as to which have long entirely disappeared in 
overturn the object at which he fired, he other parts of their tlieatre, but have left 
flew enraptured to the spot, and was some- behind them, in this secluded and highly 
what disagreeably surprised to find a Chris- picturesque spot, a salubrious fountain of 
tian man ^veltering in blood, which flowed life. 

from a perforation through the heart. For Aragawi, the most celebrated of these 
this untoward murder he was sentenced to springs, derives its name from one of the 
pay two hundred pieces of salt, by Oubic nine missionaries of the Greek church, who,, 
the usurper, who, however fond of putting at the close of the fifth century, completed, 
his own subjects (0 death, permitted no one the conversion of Abyssinia during the 
else to do so with impunity; and, unable reign of Alameda. He is styled also Za 
to raise the amount of the fine among his Michael ; and is said to have been conveyed 
numerous friends, he adopted the alterna- on the tail of a huge serpent to the summit 
tive of flight of the lofty and then inaccessible rock on. 

In Shoa he set up as a physician, and Debra Damo, where he founded a convent, 
practiced medicine, until so many patients whereof he is the tutelar saint, and which 
died under his hands that the king\was is still one of the most renowned in Ethio- 
compelled to issue, an interdiction. It form- pia. It is recorded of Aragawi that he 
ed the veteran’s boast, that although well raised the dead, and caused the blind to 
stricken in years, he could still bolt ten see ; and among the manifold notable mir- 
pounds of raw beef atone and the same acies ascribed to him, the not least remark- 
sitting, whereas if subjected to a culinary able is the conversion to Christianity of the 
process, three were more than he could devil himself, whom he persuaded to take 
contrive with comfort. Notwithstanding the monastic cap for forty years ! 
all his exaggerations, he had witnessed Selassie, the Holy Trinity, is another , 
strange sights, which are but too well cor- open pool or. basin situated close to Ara- 
roborated. He had seen the monster Qu- gawi, and like it rising in bubbles from the 
bie,.when his conscience was stained 'by sandy bank and bed of the slrea.m. In both 
fewer foul crimes than it now is, put out the temperature stood ht J f 8° pf .Fahren- 
the eyes of his elder brother, who, as the heit Mariam, the bl6ssed^%in, at 115®, 
searing-iron hissed over the unflinching issues from a cave, pmyldecfhvith a rude 
orbs^,4ha.iikedGod that he had so long been door, and partitioned by a^bar of wood into 
spared thetrsy^ flmm ; and he had seen two cells for new and old diseases, and in 
Ras Siibagadis, unher-«hom he had a petty these patients were in the act of immer- 
governrnentmTigre,execin:edby^ie hands sioii. Abbo, at 120®, percolates from the 
of a pagan Galla, who undertook~tW4;ask centre of a steep bank of soft red, sand- 
for some bread and a barille of hydromel;H-«tone, covering basaltic wacke, through an 
after numerous Amhara had refused to be- arti!teiaa_^iit inserted for the convenience 
come headsman to so humane a prince. of drinking^ftRi.waters. Numbers of dread- 
Every object in visiting Giddem having fully diseased wretclv^the lame, the halt, 
been fully and satisfactorily accomplisbed, and the blind, who w’m^^We assembled^ 
the party bade adieu to the hospitable old with victims who had suflered^^^er the 
governor, w’hose parting request was that Galla knife, formed a horrible spccmcle.. 
be juight be favorably mentioned to, bis which called vividly to mind the scriptural ‘ 
royal’, master. This was unhesitatingly account of the pool of Bethesda. 
promise*, andAyto Elbeshar was deputed The Wperintendence of the numerous 

to lead the way to the celebrated thermal patients who thus flock hither to undero'a 
springs of Feelamba, situated within bis the discipline of the baths, is limited to^the 
government, and which it had been deter- collection of one piece of salt, value two- 
mjned to visit on the return route to An-- pence halfpenny sterling, for the use of the 
k6ber. Descending by an extremely steep wells, wfoich are believed to possess the 
footpath to a deep dell below the Aito hill, highest sanative virtues in a great variety 
the road wound above a mile along, the of disorders. The waters possess a slight 
snnltm.^anncl of thenarfowriver, through taste and smell of hydrothion gas; but the 
■whioillteandered arippHng brookof crys- fact that they may be drunk hot from the 





spring without creating nausea,, leads to 
the conclusion that there is a considerable 
quantity of herthin (zoogene) dissolved in 
them. There is no precipitate whatever; 
and Hot five yards from their origin they 
mingle with a strong current of pure cold 
mountain water, to which no perceptible 
alteration is imparted, whether in color, 
temperature, or taste. 

_ Many rare and beautiful birds were here 

obtained, among others, the adagoota, a 
superb black-crested falcon, which had been 
first seen in the wilderness of Giddem. 
Following the course of the Feelamba to 
its junction with the Jow-waha, whereof it 
forms the principal source, the main road 
was gained at no great distance from the, 
ford, and the steep Gozi range again, sur- 
mounted to the village of Telim Amba. It 
is ^situated on a height, divided by a deep 
valley from the opposite residence of the 
governor of Mahhiood, whose lady present- 
ly sent, through a slave girl, the expression 
of her regret, that “ the king’s guests ” 
should have chosen to halt at so great a 
distance ; and although it exceeded four 
miles, she finally insisted upon sendino* a 

huge pepper pie, and other ready-cooked i 
provisions. “ You might eat these,” was ^ 
the message delivered by the Abigail : i 
“ they were prepared for you, but you have < 
taken another road.” ^ 

. On the banks of the Robi, Ayto Abaiyo 
had again been met, superintending ope- t 
rations at one of the royal threshing-floors, c 
where all the inhabitants of the district t 
were assembled. Self-interested motives f 
had induced him very uncivilly to oppose a i 
day s hunting on that fiver, upon the al- s 
leged score of existing hostilities with An- v 
bassa Ali. In order to free himself from v 
the unwelcome visitors, he clandestinely ii 
instructed the guide to lead the most direct o 
route, and hence arose the ofifence com- tl 

mitted against the “ fr 


CHAPTER LXXXVIII. ■ - 
KETtJKH' TO ANKOEEK. 

, extremely steep and infamous road, 
mtersected by numerous mountain torrents, 
conducted the following day to Aramba 
After crossing the district of Arraba Ambal 
which pays tribute to the crown in ao-otes 
whereof numbers of the form adapted for 
gun-flints are picked up on the face of the 
soil, the path wound above three miles: 

‘^he mother of the house” — a title of honor 
7^^ queen, the princesses royal, ■ 


to along the channel of the Shonkorghia 
bie ‘ Sugar-sides,” which takes its source in 
in the Turmaber range, and during the rains 
sr; becomes quite impassable. Here the black- 
ey beijy and the corinda still abounded, both 
)la in full fruit. The scenery was especially 
)le beautiful; and in a romantic glen on the 
)r, river bank, partially secluded by a grove 
of fall trees, among which the green and 
re crimson '‘ zoreet” displayed its gorgeous 
a plumage, stood the picturesque church and 
m monastery of “ Our Lady.” 
n. ^ Aramba was taken from the Areeo Galla 
to by Abiye, third monarch of Shoa ; and now 
it containing a large portion of the treasures 
id amassed by Sahela Selassie and his an- 
le, cestors, is garrisoned by a stronfy detach- 
r- ment of gunmen, and intrusted to the cus- 
tt tody of a governor, and of a shalaka, or 
p captain of a thousand. No stranger is 
Q permitted to enter the village without first 
t- giving the personal security of one of the 
n inhabitants ; and access is riot under any 
circumstances allowed to the strong hold 
a which occupies the apex of a serrated rocky 
^ ™ge, possessing great natural strength! 
a Here, m a succession of long barn-iike 
d buddings, are consigned to mould and cob- 
s webs, and jealously guarded, every civil- 

: ized inyention received by the despot, which 
3 could- in any way tend to the advancement 
or improvement of his people. 

) The camp was formed on a small level 
■ terrace,^ of which the precipitous brink 
> overlooked a deep dark valley containing 
the sources of the Aramba water, each 
flowing through a narrow rocky ravine. 
Extensively cultivated, and echoing to the 
shrill voice of the partridge, it is studded 
With cottages, above the white roofs of 
Tviiich the wreaths of curling smoke rose 
against the sombre side 
ot the wood-clothed mountain that bounded 
the prospect. Woti, towering amid dense 
lorests of timber, and appearing to bear on 
its venerable summit the crumbling ruins 
of a giant castle, shut in the view on one 
side, while on tlie other, far beyond the re- 
markable pyramid of Koka, which might be 
believed the work of Egyptian hands, could 
be traced the jungly banks of the Awadee, 
gradually fading into the blue aerial per- 
spective of the Adel desert. 

Every civility was experienced at the 
hands ol the governor and shalaka; the 
latter 01 whom insisted on mounting o*uard 

I over the tents in a small tempo»=«-r5^rci 

^^anifa-rthe nocturnal 
cold. ^ bupphes of every description were 
made m regal profusion ; and the voracity 
‘^* W #Hyssmian: followers, to \vhom the 
excursion had proved one continual feasts 
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w?i3 most sovoroly put to tlio test. The 
kiug-’s orders, which, in consequence of the 
excessive cheapness of all the necessaries 
of life, entail small burden upon the host, 
threw open the doors at every stage, and 
atforded the most lavish commissariat ; and 
although the donors were in most instances , 
precluded from receiving at the hands of 
his majesty’s guests, money in reraunem- 
tion, yot presents of tenfold value in their 
estimation, while they served to mnove- all, 
sense of obligation incurred, amply reim- 
bursed the traveller’s tax imposed on his 
subjects by the despotic negoos. 

But diftereiit indeed would be the recep- 
tion afbrded to the man who should ven- 
ture to wander through the country with- 
out the royal assistance. A well-stocked 
purse, or a well-tilled portmanteau, would 
not invariably produce a salutary eiect, 
since the savage has always some, plan in 
abeyance by which to obtain possession of 
any curious article exposed to his admiring 
gaze, without imparting aught of value in 
return ; and in Slioa a show of force is fre- 
quently requisite to extort that for which 
the most liberal payment has previously 
been tendered . Coupled with the desire to 
obtain property, there ever exists an innate 
disinclination to part with the most trifling 
commodity *, and even among the higher 
classes, a stick or a spear is sometimes 
peremptorily refused to parties who jraye 
previously loaded the ingrate with the rich- 
est imaginable presents. 

The last march lay over the mountain 
mass, of which Mamrat forms the core. 
The ascent in many parts is extremely 
tedious-, and deep dells, intersecting Uxe 
road, are traversed each by a cl^ar stream- 
let, leaping from rock to rock, in its dowu’* 
ward course to vales far concealed from 
view. A singular bird’s-eye vie w of ‘Con- 
cho, the state prison, was obtained from 
the terrace on which, environed by dark 
juniper -trees, stands the church of Kidana 
Meherat, “ the Covenant of Mercy.” This 
very common title owes itself to an opinion 
entertained by the Abyssinian fathers, that 
God appeared to the virgin Mary in para- 
dise, and formed a covenant with her for 
the redemption of mankind. 

The voice of the mourners was soon 
after heard at the house of Ayto Manor, 
late governor of the district, who, to the 


low of Sahela youag 

had sworn that, on his accession to the 
'thrnne,Jifi_wquld.„nqt forget him; and 
throughout his long reign:J|e had proved i 
true to his word. AlthougETlHe decSeTl 


had, by his disputes with the merchants of 
Hurrur, forfeited the government of ^Alio 
Amba, the most lucrative in the realm, he 
xvas immediately invested with another. 
Year after year, too, honors and wealth 
had been heaped upon him from the throne, 
■in gratitude for which he willed to his 
liberal master the entire of liis accimiu-. 
lated property, without making any pro- 
vision for his owm children, wdxo, in the or- 
dinary 'course of things, are permitted to, 
reside twelve months on the father’s estate ’ 
before it reverts to the crown. 

A great portion of the latter part of the 
road lay through the mighty forests ' of 
Mamrat, of w^ich the scenery was ren- 
dered singularly beautiful by the admix- 
ture of vernal and autumnal tints produced 
at this season, especially by the great 
proportion of towering evergreens. The 
shadowy and sombre juniper, fashioned 
like the tall cedars of .Lebanon, and the 
fresh and lively sigba,” , 

“ So massy, vast, yet green in lior old age,” 

wave stage above stage from the gloomy 
depths of the valley, to the very pinnacle 
of the mountain, amid the moss-grown 
ibrms of the silver-haired woira. The 
imperial purple lory, with myriads of brill- 
iant birds, darted through the cool reces- 
ses ; the bell voice of the campanero tolled 
with monotonous regularity, and many a 
clear and sparkling rivulet bounded in 
splashing cascades over its broken channeL 

Deep-seated in this secluded retirement, 
and shut out from the rest of the world by 
the leafy screen, lies the monastery of 
Ma,ntek,"said to have been founded a thou- 
sand years. It is inhabited solely by Ta^ 
heeban — men strongly suspected of being 
.Tews in disgiiise— -cunning workers in 
iron, wood, and clay, who are regarded as 
sorcerers, and vshunned accordingly by aU 
save the king, to whom they are endeared. 
The austerities practiced by this frater- 
nity, in order to obtain righteousness be- 
fore God,” are, perhaps as severe, as any 
‘recorded'in monkish" annals.' -An oath', is 
taken, under . a curse, never ' to^ look .at a' 
female, nor to hear her voice, nor to eat a 
morsel of bread which has been prepared 
by woman’s hands, and excommiinication 
for tw^enty years is the penalty attached to 
the infringement of the vow. No fire is 
kindled either on Saturday or on the Sab- 
bath ; the strictest fast is observed through- 
out the residue of the week ; many sit up 
’to xacoiia itx watot for dajs together ; 
at appointed periods all lasli their"^ paired 
bodies with rods ot sharp 'thorns ; and 
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tnr& upon a bard clay bench, with his loins 
girt about by a tough cord, the Alaka^ their 
superior, does penance contiiiualiy in a 
massive iron chain. 

A tree, which points to the monastery 
of AferbeinCj was adorned by the follow-ers 
as tiiey passed with lh.e 'variegated feathers 
of the zoree'k ami with frog'niants detached 
from their soiled cotloii . garments. The 
, portals of this convent are guarded by a 
blind dwarf, two feet four inches in stature, 
who never moves -from his post save pn 
men's shoulders. Amoiig the unwashed 
tenaiits' of the cloister, there wms one who 
did not disdain to stroll forth, that he might 
gTeet ‘the triumphant Gyptzis. Father 
Stephanos was perhaps the least bigoted 
of his profession, but he possessed his full 
share of ignorance and superstition. Le- 
viathan he believed to be a monstrous ser- 
pent carrying the W'oiid on its back. None 
possessed firmer faith in the winged cha- 
riot of Ethiopia, in which the celestial ark 
of the covenant is recorded to have been 
brought from the Holy Temple ; and he 
further labored under the happy delusion, 
that a fire kindled above, his secluded, con- 
vent, must, 2)ar eoccellence, be fully as con- 
spicuous at Jerusalem as the beacons in 
Palestine by which St. Helena announced 
at Constantinople her discovery of the 
Cross ! 

Old Osman, too, with the aid of his 
ivory-headed crutch, limped forth from his 
cell in the outskirts of Ankuber, to inquire 
how his white friends “ from beyond the 
wmrid of waters had entered and passed 
their time V' A rover in Guragiie, who 
had dealt largely in human fie sh, and seen 
miicli of tlie unexplored interior, he finally 
followed the example of Habakkuk,' the 
Arabian Tuercharit, who, in the days of 
Tekla littimanot, the ecclesiastic, and 
during the reign of King Naod, was 
brought to^ embrace Christianity, and be- 
came Elchegue, or superior of a, 11 the 
-Tfionasteries. ' A proselyte to the religion 
of. Ethiopia, Osman had renounced the 

y,.,+ , 

rnadaii abomination, cofiee only excepted. 

itliout the sober berry, he averred life 
to ^ lie a, very burde n : and the clergy were 
fain to close tlieir eyeilipbirThe~maI^^^^ 
tices of one whose geographical informa- 
tibii, imitecl with great abilities' as a spy, 
had exalted ■ him to the highest ' place in 
the royal favor. 

A frequent visitor at the residency, the 
garrulous monk had opposed strenuous a,r-„ 
guments to the projected war against the' 
elephants, herds of which he represented 
to he so numerous around the lake Zooai, 


that caravans are afraid to traverse the 
dense forests unless provided with a num- 
ber of young goats, to whose bleat the 
colossus entertains an unconquerable an- 
tipathy. “ Take my kid with you,"’ he ad- 
vised:,"' on no account omit this, or the 
monsters will assuredly trample" you.” 
He had been reminded tiiat “ the battle is 
not always to the strong,” but he invaria- 
bly shook his head ; and 'even now tha-t the 
chorus of victory was ringing in his ears, 
and the tail of the fallen actually in his 
hand, he continued at intervals to ejacu- 
late, with upturned eyes, ‘^No; I like it 
not.” — By Mary t it doth not please me.” 

In the environs of the capital a vast con- 
course of people had assembled to welcome 
the safe I'eturn of the heroes from the hunt- 
ing-field ; and as the ivory trophies of tlie 
chase were borne through the crowd upon 
the shoulders of six men, great were the 
demonstrations of astonishment and com- 
mendation evinced at the successful issue 
of an expedition so universally ridiculed at 
its. departure. Women and girls shouted 
in the market-place. Visits of congrat- 
ulation were forthwith paid by every 
friend and well-wisher, while the few who 
I had spread disparaging reports, and who 
still .continued to dislike the presence of 
. the British in Abyssinia, evinced by their 
silence the envy and jealousy to tvhich the 
unprecedented exploit had given birth in 
their breasts, ilmong those who felt more 
particularly annoyed and chagrined, was 
Sertie Wold, the purveyor general, who 
had not long before jiimfed the wilderness 
of Giddem for two successive months, with 
a retinue of more than three thousand 
spearmen and many fusileers, and who 
had during that enjoyed very superior op- 
portunities to the Gyptzis, without however 
being able to achieve the object of his high- 
est ambition— the death of an elepliant. 


I ■ , GHAPTER LXXXIX. ' ' 

f DISTINCT.IONS. 

: ■ 'The court had removed meanwhile to 
Arigollaia ; but a paternal letter from the 
'•rcT^-pcTT-tfc-irv^^ embas- 

sy to the capital '' Are my childreaweli ? 
—have they, entered ■ in safety ? ' I have • 
heard with joy of your success. . Horse- 
men were dispatched, and they broiight- 
the glad tidings that you had killed. 
ten hither, that I may confer upon you the 
reward due unto those vrho have slain forty 
Galia in the battle.”. 

No Hme 'Was lostfin accepting this iim- 
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and a stiard of honoi met tiie patty | 
2 Together with sheep and 

Sen from the king, and 
mplfvorn the queen, visits of congratma 
tion were received from all % 
courtiers present. Among others,^ came 
Sto Ecrazoo, whose hospitality had been 

S»n 4e way to ; and Ay 

to Zowdoo,* formerly ™ 

portant province of Geshe o^he , 

Lntier>o was disced for teav^ 
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’casioh when the son ot Birroo 

an event which, although highly^ 

to his majesty, policy had induced him to 
llsit with severity, by the imprisonment 
and^disgrace of all the prmSipal Amhara 
engaged. Both of these visitors had, with 

sorrowful hearts, taken leave of the for- 
eigners ; and they now repeated the itiward 



i would have " consumeu ..uc 
-a persuasion which had led them to che- 
rish not the smallest hope of 
one of them again. 

was the delight of. the chief smith, when 
he gave his assurance, after a careml ad- 
measurement, that the circumference of 
the ivory trophies then lying m the tenttoi 
presentation to his 

two full spans in excess of any tusk in the 

royal magazines. . . , , , , 

A banS of fusileers were at dawn the 
ensuing morning, directed to escort the. 
triumphant Gyptzis to the presence and 
while ascending the hill through the vari- 
ous courtyards, they chanted the war cho- 
rus of deatli before the spoils of the van- 
quished elephant borne in advance. A 
successful expedition against tbe_ -Lioomi 
Galla having ■ recently returned, the walls , 
of the reception-hall were decorated with 
numerous trophies, hanging above the 
scrolls of parchment, closely written with 
blessings from the priesthood. But the 
whole court was in deep mourning, in con- 
sequence of the demifee of Ayto Baimoot, 
the chief eunuch, 

-feig m through af- 

er-h 


other have accomplished during the pign 
of Sahela Selassie.’’ 

While the king listened with great in- 
terest and seeming astonisliment to the de- 
tail of proceedings, and to the assurance that 
the monarch of the forest might always be 
vanquished by a single biiOet, if properly 
directed, the ivory was laid at the royal 
footstool. A long confession of the per- 
sonal dread entertained ot the elephant by 
his majesty, was followed^ by an anecdote 
formerly touched upon at Machahwans, of 
his own discomfiture, and that ot his entire 

host, by a herd encountered during a loray 
against the Metcha Galla, when, being 
firmly convinced that the army womd be 
destroyed, he had deemed it 
treat with all expedition.^ I ran, he re- 
peated several times with emphasiW I 
ran, and every one of my tolloweTS did the 
same. You evidently understand the mode 
of dealino* with these monsters ; but if ten 
thousand°of my people ventured to oppose 
a troop, the elephants would consume them 
all.” 

After this candid avowal on the part of 
the despot, courtesy led to the intimation, 
that a strong desire had been Gntertained 
to btino* from Giddem the spoils also ot a 
wild bSffalo, but that Ayto Tsanna’s as- 
surance was received, of his majesty hav- 
ino*, during an expedition made some years 
previously, fairly exterminated the spemes. 

“ Onnut ” “that is true,” he replied, 


“ Oonut “that is true,’ 

“and you must not attempt to kill the 
« Gosh,’ for it is a most ferocious and dan- 
gerous beast. What answer should I gwe 
If my children were demolished^by buita- 
loes in the kingdom of Skoa ; They con- 
sume men and horses. When I slew a 
buffalo in Giddem, there were ten men and 
ten horses destroyed, ■ They reside m the 
thickets where they cannot he eeen ; ana 
puttino- their heads to the ground, annihi- 
late all who approach their lair. ^ As sooij 
as they have killed a horse, we close round 
them in vast numbers, and overwhelm them 

with spears and guns ; but you are few 
, — — — — - r~ 


As this paternal rembnstrance might he 
traced to a desire on the part of the mon- 




close shaven, and tempies scann«u, 

im'mediately about the royal person 
were clothed in sackcloth and ashes. ^ 
“Your joy is my joy,” exclaimed his 
majesty, so soon as the usual salutations 
bad been concluded,' « and I am delighted 
when my children are 'happy. I feared 
that the elephants would destroy you; hut 
you have achieved a triumph which none 


point 01 view, LUC r** O- J 

in assurance of the uniform kindness and 

hospitality experienced on the road, at the 
hands of Ayto Tsanna, and at those of the 
emabiet in Mahhfood more especially; 
and each pause was followed by an ejacu- 
lation from the royal bps: MI 
.command him? Is not Birkemch my 
daughter ?” 

. GArtain rewards and immunities are is 
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Blioa attached to the destruction of ene- 
mies of the state, and of formidable wild 
beasts, which are regulated according to a 
fixed scale, and never withheld. These 
his majesty now signified his intention of 
conferring; and one of the ministers of the 
crown entering the hall, accordingly pro- 
ceeded, by tlie royal command, to invest 
the victors with the decorations due to the 
downfall of an elephant. 

You have each slain forty Galla,” re- 
peated the king, and are henceforth entitled 
to wear upon the rig’^iit arm this bUowa, or 
silver gauntlet, surmounted by this c/ido/h, 
or silver bracelet ; and on the left simulaer 
the spoils of a he lion, in token of your 
prowess, that it may be manifest unto all 
men.’’ 

His majesty then, with Ms^ own hand, 
presented newly-plucked sprigs of wild 
asparagus, to be worn in the hair during 
forty days, and be at the expiration of that 
period replaced by the lierkoom feather. 
And as the guests thus honored took their 
way down through the court-yards of the 
palace, a band of warriors again preceded, 
discharging their muskets at intervals, 
while they chanted the Amhara war cho- 
rus, and danced the death triumph. 

The rebellion of the Loomi, which had 
now with infinite difficulty been quelled, 
affords an excellent commentary upon the 
nature of Sahela Selassie’s Galla tenures. 
A portion of this tribe had failed to pay 
their tribute to the now disgraced governor 
of Mentshar, who was wounded in the at- 
tempt to levy it, and the roys^l forces took 
the field against them. Botha, who pre- 
sided over a portion of the Yerriir district, 
was also a defaulter, though not in open 
revolt ; but at the entreaty of his brother 
.Dogmo, a faithful vassal of the king, he 
came in with his arrears as the army drew 
nigh ; ^nd, having been mildly reproached 
for the delay, was dismissed with pardon. 
No sooner, however, had he left the camp, 
than he went over to the Galla on the plain 
of the Hawasli, and aided the Loomi in a 
projected attack upon the Amhara. Upon 
• thw defection, Shambo, his elder brother, 
beca.‘ie apprehensive of consequenbes ; for 
be conceived it by no means improbable 
that he might be''.' held responsible for an 
offence in wldch he had no participation, 
as Tn- the case of Summad Negoos, late 
-•governor of Gesh(*,'. whp is to 'this day a 
state prisoner in consequence of his brother 
Negooso going over to the ruler of Argob- 
‘He therefore determined to renounce 
his allegiance, but deferred the execution 
of his design until after joining Ayto 
^hishigo, who commanded the troops act- 


ing against the Loomi ; and it being then 
proposed to burn a village on the summit 
of an adjacent hill belonging to the tribe of 
Botha, he immediately took part with the 
enemy, and, heading an onset in person, 
slew a vast number of the Christians. 

One half of the Loomi hamlets were al- 
ready in flames, but the work of destruc- 
tion was now discontinued; and the royal 
^forces retreating in disorder, were again 
attacked by the rebel brothers, and defeat- 
ed with great loss within sight of the camp 
at Cholie. Perceiving his warrioi*s flying 
in all directions, the king seized spear and 
shield, and commanded liis steed to be sad- 
dled, to the end that he might take the 
field in person. But a wily monk, believing 
that his majesty felt no real anxiety to place 
himself in a position of such imminent 
peril, threatened excommunication if he 
stirred, and thus the day was irretrievably 
lost. I 

Hawash Oosha,* who governs the sub- 
jugated sections of the Aroosi, Soddo, Li- 
ban, and Jilie tribes, having meanwhile 
joined the insurgents, the whole Galla bor- 
der was in arms. This powerful chieftain, 
who was for many years the open enemy 
of the despot, had been Anally gained over 
to the royal interest by large presents, and 
by the espousal of his daughter; since 
which period he has held, in nominal sub- 
jection to the crown, an important portion 
of the plain of the Hawash. He soon re- 
pented him of the part he had taken in the 
present insurrection ; and the usual dis- 
sensions arising among the rebels, a depu- 
tation, assured of personal safety, fell on 
the gi'ound before the footstool of the throne 
with overtures of future fealty. But tJie 
country was rich in flocks and herds; and 
under the peculiar circumstances of aggra- 
vation. attending the revolt, the delegates 
were commanded to arise, and to return 
whence they came, with an assurance to 
the contrite rebel that his fair plains were 
shortly to be the scene of pillage and deso- 
lation. 

Two successful inroads foOowed close 
upon this threat, and ample vengeance was 
taken. The wealth of the pagans v/as 
transferred to the royal meadows. Women 
wrung their hands in captivity, and a black 
and burning monument attested the iava- 
like course of the chastising hordes. The 
season of retribution again drew nigh, and 
Shambo and Botha trembled at the fate 
that awaited them. The powerful inter- 
cession of the church was sought with 
bribes, and obtained. A hooded monk 

* 3, e. “The dog of the Hawiash.” 
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from the cloisters of Aifaf Woiia, stood peared to liold the lease of the tent in per- 
before the throne with a peace offering petuity ; and in return for amber necklaces 
from those who supplicated pardon, and and gay chintz vestments, hourly volun- 
cleniency was graciously extended. teered some promise, simply, it would 

As the embassy entered the palace court seem, tliat they might afterward enjoy the 
at die roval invitationv die traitors . were pleasure of forfeiting a gratuitous oath, 
•perceived" prostrate upon their faces,, heap- If solemn asseverations by highly respect- 
dust upon their heads jn token of ~,ab- 1 able sQ.lnts and martyrs were to be received, 

' ‘ "" " with credit, messengers were almost dally 

dispatched, and on iieet horses too, for the 
purpose or hrlngi:ng’; '''&orn the Galla ; de- 
peiidoncles on' the Kile, among,., other trea- 
•sures, 'the .spoils of the, gmsela^ .a black 
leopard,, elsewhere, not,,, prociirahle, and 
worn only 'by tlie governors ,of provinces.;’ ^ 
But’ by some unaccountable' fatality, not 
one of these fleet couriers ever found his 


ing dust upon tlieir neads an lOKeii oi ao- 
ject humiliation. The fear of the heavy 
fetters of .Gencho was before -their eyes ; 
and the half-inebriated state jailer scowled 
at them like a basilisk from the ladder of 
the balcony. But for once he was cheated 
of his prey. Five hundred head of choice 
black cattle, which the caitiffs had treach- 
erously swept from those whose cause they 
so latdy espoused, were aGcepted as the 
price of pardon", and with an eloquent har- 
angue from tl'ie throne, setting forth the 
duties of a liege subject, Shambo and Bo- 
tha were dismissed in peace. 


CHAPTER X€. | 

CONCLUSION OF A TREATY 'OF CO WEECE. 

AnctOLLala continued bitterly cold 
throughout the month of December ; and 
fires, although not quite indispensable, 
were always found pleasant enough. A 
dry cutting wind from the eastward blew 
throughout the day ; but the clouds, which 
often gathered over the surroundmg moun- ■ 
tains, occasionally disturbed the serenity 
of the afternoon with a squall of hail. 
Snipe abounded among the serpentine ■ 
streams which intersected the environs of j 
the palace-hill ; and the hero ^vhe possess- 1 
ed courage to cast off the blankets before 
the sun rose, invariably saw the hoar frost 
lying white over the faded meadows. Dogs 
continued to howl in packs, and mendicants 
to importune as of yore. Dirty pages ahd 
troublesome idlers still infested the tent ; 
and tlie approaches were choked by nume- 
rous bands of Yedjow Galla, who were 
begging their way to the country of Ded- 
jasmach Paris. Day and night their mo- 
notonous voices arose from every quarter 
oT the town, f>md Christian adjurations by 
“Miriam'” and “Kedoos Michael,*’ were 
often liearly drowned by the choi*al hymn 
uplifted to Allah and the false prophet. 

A new invoice of beads, cutlery, trinkets, 
ghemdjia^ md other “ pleasing things, had 
been received hmn the. coast ; and visits 
were therefore unusually' rife on the part 
of all wdio loved to "be oeCorated; Abba 
Mooallee, surnamed'^^lbe’GrearBeggarlii 
the West/’ with Ms adopted ’Mother, ap- 
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bufibon, and the dower of Abyssinian min- 
strelsy. 

Decked by the favor^of the monarch in 
a shining silver sword, the Merry Andrew, 
fiddle in hand, came scraping and chanting 
ills way homeward, with eyes sufiiciently 
Inilamed to indicate where he had"been\ 
dining. Kissing the earth as he took his 
seat in the tent, amid many antics, grima- 
ces, and inquiries, he proceeded to elicit 
from the instrument, imitations of the hu- 
man voice under various mtonations of joy, 
surprise, and sorrow ; and the host' of re- 
tainers, crowding round the . doors ' with 
shoulders bared, next shouted their appro- 
val to some travestie of the wild Adel slo- 
gan, or joined their voices in full chorus to 
swell the Amliara death triumph, or- this, 
the pibroch of the Nile : 

" The sword is burning for tiie fight, 

And gleams like rays of silver light ; 

Let thoughts of fear enthriil tJie slave — 

Bouse to the strife, ye Gojain brave. 

‘‘ Clustering they eome, the Turkish rout 
King back on high the Atnhara shout ; 

Cor lionor, home, or glorious grave — 

Rouse to the alrife, ye Oojarn bravo. 

"I'he sword of Corfu leads the war, 

And dastard Sjdrits quail afar ; 

None here to jdty. none to save — 

Rouse to the sidle, ye Gojam brave. 

Our swords in lint shall soon outvie 
Yon scabbard of the crimson dye, 

And overhead shall ruddy wave"— * 

Rouse to the strife, ye Oqjam bravo. 

“ Bed as their bells their blood shall i!ow, 

Beep as the hue of sunset glow ; 

Mercy to none who mercy crave — 

Bouse to the strife, ye Gojam brave.” 

Pages and Abigails were hourly in at- 
tendance, on the part of tlieir royal master 
or mistress, with, some rubbish from the 
palace, which was ■ care-f ally removed from 
its red and yelk w basket of Guragitfr grass, 
divested of all its nunierous wrappers, and 
confidOHtlaliy exhibitod with an inquiry, 
wUa wa;, whether more of the same de- 
scription^was not to be obtained?”' The 
. outcry raised Ibr, detonating caps was weari-’ 
some ^ and incessant; for although it was 
notorious that the royal magazines’boasted 
a hoard sufficient to answer the -utmost 
demand of at least three ■ geuemtioiis,, the 
king was eyei apprehensive of bankruptcy, 
jii event of a quarrel with the AdaVel, “ be- 
cause iris own people knew not Ike road 
beyond the world of waters.” Thus -it 
iiappened that Kidana Woid,.the long giin- 
liian, who had charge of the royal armory, 
receiveii private instructions to look in at 
the residency at least twice a week, with 
a mmmlaclm for fifty or a hundred iezabs, 
W regularly once a month to aver that 
lie had hwM, so mifortimate as to drop from 


his girdle another box of his majesty’s pa- 
tent anti-corrosives — a loss which, unless 
timely repaired, must inevitably result in 
tlie forfeiture of liberty. ‘‘ The Gaiia has 
discovered my carelessness,” he would add, 
with tears in his eyes,, “ and, by Mary ! if 
you don’t help me immediately, I shall be 
sent to G6ne&.” Treble strong canister 
gunpowder was also high in demand, its 
superiority over the manufacture of Shoa 
being admitted even by the maker. But 
the sulphur monopoly remained as hereto- 
fore most jealously guarded. The ill-starred 
individual wffio had charge of the mines on 
the frontier, in an evil hour accepted silver 
for :a lump of the purified commodity, which 
was required for the cure of applicants 
having the beggar’s disease ; and spies re- 
porting the peculation, the delinquent was 
condemned to perpetual labor in the hot 
valleys of Giddem. 

This convict was accompanied in his 
exile by shrewd lad, who had been de- 
tected at the Bool Worki market in giving 
circulation to two counterfeit dollars. 
Weeks of incessant toil had enabled him 
to produce, out of a crude, lump of pewter, 
very creditable imitations of the coinage of 
Maria Theresa, Every spot and letter had 
been most closely represented with a punch 
and file, tnd the ingenious artist, naturally 
enough, seemed vastly mortified at the un- 
toward consequences of his labor, ‘*Tell 
me,” inquired the king, as the. culprit was 
being removed, “ how is that machine made 
which in your country pours out the silver 
crowns like a shower of rain ? ” 

Architecture now occupied a full share 
of the royal brain. The hand corn-mills 
presented by the British Government had 
been erected within the palace wails, and 
slaves were tiiriiing the ■wheels with un- 
ceasing diligence.. “Demetri'us the Ar- 
menian made a machine to grind corn,” 
exclaimed Ms ..majesty iii' a Iransport of 
delight, as die fioiir streamed upon the 
floor ; A' and although it cost oiy people a 
year of haid labor to construct, it -was use- 
. less., when finished, 'because the priests de- 
clared.- it to be 'the devlFs work, and cursed 
the. bread? But may Sahela fesoiassle die ! 
These engines .are the invention of clever 
heads.. Now I will ' build a bridge ever the 
B.ere 2 a.. and you 'shall' give .me. your ad- 
vice.”' 

. Early the ■ensiling morning the chief 
.■smith was: accordingly ■in attendance with 
.hammer.' and. -tongs ;. and*^ when the sun 
said .hot,” -the. pious monarch, having first 
paidhis' 0 risonEiii tli8.cliui*cli of the Trinity, 
proceeded, with all suitablecuEning, to plan 
the projected edifice beneath a fortiuiate 
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horoscope. Twelve waterways wei*e traced 
with stones under Ms skilfiil stiperinten- 
dence on a site selected after infinite dis- 
cussion; and in five minutes a train of 
slaves from the establishment at Debra 
Berhan, were heaping together piles of 
loose boulders to serve as piers. Splinters 
of wood connected the roadway, and in 
three days the structure was complete, its 
appearance giving promise of what actual- 
ly happened— 'demolition within as many 
short hours, on the very first violent fresh 
to which the river is sul^ect during the 
annual rains. 

But predictions of the impending catas- 
trophe were received with an incredulous 
shake of the head ; and the advice that or- 
ders should be issued to the governors on 
the Nile to keep a vigilant look out for the 
upper timber on their voyage down to 
Egypt, was followed by a good-humored 
laugh and a playful tap on the shoulder of 
the audacious foreigner, who, to the horror 
and amazement of the obsequious courtiers, 
had thus ventured to speak his mind to 
the despot In vain was it proposed to 
construct a bridge upon arches which 
might defy the impetuosity of the torrent. 

All my subjects are asses,” retorted his 
majesty : ‘‘ they are idle and lazy, and de- 
void of understanding. There is not one 
that will consjent to labor, no, not one; 
and if through your means they should be 
compelled to perform the task, they would 
weep, and invoke curses on the name of 
tlie Gyptzis. Your corn mills are approved, 
because they save the women trouble, but 
by the shades of my ancestors ! — a bridge 

” Here all sense of the decorum due 

to the sceptre was forgotten for the mo- 
ment, and the monarch whistled aloud. 

And the king was right. Weaving ex- 1 
cepted, which in so cold a climate is an . 
art indispensable to existence, the people 
of 3hoa can hardly be said to practice any 
manufacture. The raw cotton, which is 
as cheap as it is excellent and abundant, 
is by him who would be clad, handed over 
with a number of amoks proportioned to 
the size of the cloth required, A common 
bow is used to spread the wool ; and the 
spinning jenny being unknown, the thread 
is twisted by means of the ancient spin- 
dle, to which motion is imparted by a rapid 
pressure betwixt the left palm and the de- 
nuded thigh, while the right hand is sim- 
ultaneously carried upward for the purpose 
of “ roving.” Time is here held of no 
account; and female labor having supplied 
the want of machinery in these prelimina- 
ry operations, the twist is transferred to 
a rude locomotive loom, and ,a warm dura- 


ble mantle is produced with the aid only ' 
of a simple shuttle. 

British commeffce has not only forced 
its way, but created markets and custom- 
ers in many a wilder and more inaccessi- 
ble portion of the globe than Christian „ 
Abyssinia, and its operation promises 
open the only means of improvement and 
civilization. Even in the absence of wa- 
ter carriage, the experience of many years 
has proved that the living ship of the de- 
sert is a machine of transport adequate to 
the most important traffic; and, if once 
established, that traffic , would, in a few 
years, doubtless bind both people and ru- 
ler in the strongest chains of personal in- 
terest. 

A commercial convention betwixt Great 
Britain and Shoa was a subject that had 
been frequently adverted to ; and Ms ma- 
jesty had shaken his head when first as- 
sured that five hundred pair of hands, ef- 
ficiently employed at the loom, would bring 
into his country more permanent wealth 
than ten thousand warriors bearing spear 
and shield. But he had gradually begun 
to comprehend how commerce, equitably 
conducted, might prove a truer source of 
wealth than forays into the territories of 
the heathen. This conviction resulted in 
the expression of his desire, that certain 
articles agreed upon might be drawn up on 
parchment, and presented for signature, 
which had accordingly been done ; and 
the day fixed for the return of the embassy 
to Ankober was appointed for the public 
I ratification of the docnment by the annex- 
I ure thereto of the royal hand and seal. 

Nobles and captains thronged the court- 
yard of the palace at ;Ang6iiala, and the 
king reclined on the throne in the attic 
chamber. A highly illuminated sheet, 
surmounted on the one side by the Holy 
Trinity— the device invariably employed 
as the arms of Shoa — and on tlie'^otner by 
the royal achievement of England, was 
formally presented, and the sixteen arti- 
cles of tne convention in Amharic and 
English, read, commented upon, and fully 
approved. The}^ involved the sacrifice of 
arbitrary appropriation by tlie crown of the 
property of foreigners dying in the coun- 
try, the abrogation of the despotic in- 
terdiction, which had from time immemo- 
rial precluded the purchase or display of 
costly goods by the subject, and the re- 
^ moval of penal restrictions upon voluntary 
movement within and beyond the kingdom, 
which formed a modification of the obso- 
lete national maxim, ‘‘ never to permit the 
stranger who had once entered, to depart 
: from Abyssinia.”. All of those evils had 
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lieretofore been in full force ; bat his ma- 
jesty nnhesitatingly declared his determi- 
nation to annul them for the good of his 
people. 

Tekla Mariam, the royal notary, kneel- 
ing, held the upper part of the unrolled 
scroll upon the state cushion, and' the 
king . taking the profiered pen, inscribed 
- after the words “Done and concluded -at 
Angoliala, the Galla capital of Shoa, in 
token whereof we have hereunto set our 
hand and seal, Sahela Selassie, who is the 
Negoos of Siioa, Efat, and the Galla.’’ 
The imperial signet, a cross encircled by 
the word “Jesus,” was then attached by 
the scribe in presence of the dhurch, the 
deck agafari, the governor of Morat, and 
three other functionaries who were sum- 
moned into the alcove for the purpose. 

“ You have loaded me with costly pres- 
ents,” exclaimed the monarch as he re- 
turned the deed : “ the raiment that I wear, 
the throne whereon I sit, the various cu- 
riosities in my storehouses, and the mus- 
kets which hang around the great hall, 
are all from your country. What have I 
, to give in return for such wealth ? My 
kingdom is as nothing.” 



CHAPTER XCI. 


THE HOUSE OF SOLOIVIOX. 

Ethiopia is the classical appellation for 
•Abyssinia, or Habesh, the most ancient as 
well as the greatest monarchy in Africa. 
It is by the latter title that the inhabitants 
themselves, and all their circumjacent 
neighbors, still distinguish the highlands 
included between Nubia and the sources 
of the blue Nile ; and the limits of the 
Christi?^ empire,’ governed by the sove- 
reigns of Axum, fcrmerl}^ extended over 
wide tracts of country, now peopled by 
heathen and stranger nations. 

The early history of Habesh is lost in 
the fogs of fable. In the Chronicles styled 
Kebra zaNegest, “the glory of the kings,” 
a romance which pretends to be a faithful 
repository of the past, Ittopia is modestly 
stated to have divided with Romia the do- 
minion of the world, received in direct in- 
heritance from Adam. “ Their rulers were 
botli descended from Shem, who was nom- 
inated the lineal descendant of Noah, 
whence all the globe north of Jerusalem 
belonged unto the former, and ail south to 
the latter 

This record is believed to have been dis- 
covered in the church of St. Sophia ; and 
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it claims for the present royal family de- 
scent from the Queen of Sheba, whose 
visit to King Solomon is stated to have 
' placed the sceptre in the hands of the tribe 
of Judah, with whom it has remained un- 
til the present day ; and from the peasant 
to the despot this legend is firmly believed 
L by pvery native, of Abyssinia, 
i “The Queen of Ethiopia,” saith the 
■Chronicle, “ whose name was Maqueda, 

I had heard from the merchant Tamerin of 
the wisdom and glory of King Solomon ; and 
resolving to visit him in his own country, 
she proceeded to the land of Israel with 
: all the rich presents that her empire could 
afibrd.” 

I After a season the royal lady returned ; 
and her son Menilek, the result of her visit 
to the greatest potentate of the age, was ■ 
born, and in due time transmitted to his 
august sire. The young prince was duly 
instructed in all the mysteries of Jewish 
law and science, and being anointed king 
under the name of David, he was returned 
to his native land, escorted by a large suite 
of the nobles of Israel, and a band of her 
most learned elders under the direction 
of Ascarias, the son of Zadok the high 
priest. 

The gates of the temple of Jerusalem 
were left unguarded ; and the doors mir- 
aculously opened in order that the holy 
ark of Zion, and the tables of the law, 
might without difficulty be stolen and car- 
ried away. The journey was prosperously 
performed, and the queen-mother, on re- 
signing the reins of authority to her son, 
at her death, about nine hundred and sev- 
enty years before the birth of Christ, caus- 
ed a solemn obligation to be sworn by all, 
that henceforward no female should ^ hold 
sway in the, land ; and that those princes 
of the blood royal u|)on whom the crown 
did not devolve, should, until the succes- 
sion opened to them, or during the natural 
term of existence, be kept close prisoners 
on a lofty mountain ; a cruel and despotic 
enactment, which, through a long succes- 
sion of ages, was jealously observed. 

, The Emperor of Ethiopia early adopted 
the title of negoos, or negash ; and the 
coast of the Indian ocean toward Sofala, 
was held by his deputy with the style of 
Bahr Negash, “ the king of the sea,” — a 
vicegerent with the same title, governing 
Yemen, which from the earliest time down 
to the Mohariimadan conquest "of Arabia, 
belonged , io Abyssinia. The family of 
Menilek ibn Hakim are stated in the Ke- 
bra za Negest, to have worn the crown in 
uninterrupted felicity until the year of our 
Lord 960, when an event occurred which 
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nearly obliterated that dynasty, and first 
spread anarchy, violence, and oppression, 
throughout the oiice-Iiappy realm. 

Christianity became the national religion 
of Abyssinia in the beginning of theTourth 
century. The Falashas,. descendants of 
the Jews, who are believed to have accom- 
panied Menilek from Jerusalem, had mean- 
wiiile waxed extremely powerful, and-’ re- 
fusing to abandon the faith qf their fore- 
fathers, they now declared independence. 
Electing a sovereign of their own creed, 
they took possession of the almost impreg- 
nable mountain fastnesses of Simien, where 
their numbers were augmented by con- 
tinual accessions from the Jews, •i\dio were 
expelled from Palestine and from Arabia. 
Under the constant titles of Gideon and 
Judith, a succession of kings and queens 
held a limited sway until, in the middle of 
the tenth century,, the Princess Esther, 
styled, by the Amliara, Issat, which signi- 
fies “ fire,” a woman of extraordinary beauty 
and talent, conceived the design of sub- 
verting the religion, and with it the exist- 
ing order of succession in the empire. ’ A 
fatal epidemic had swept off the emperor, 
and spread desolation through court and 
capital. Del Naad, who had been nomi- 
nated to the crown, was of tender years ; 
and Esther, deeming no opportunity more 
favorable, surprised the. rock Darno, on 
which, by virtue of the existing statute, 
the other scions of the royal house were 
confined, and having massacred the whole, 
five hundred in number, proclaimed herself 
the queen over Abyssinia. 

The sole surviving prince of his j:ace was 
hurried by the Amhara nobility into the dis- 
tant and loyal provincaof Shoa; and the 
reins of government passed into the hands 
of a Christian family of Lasta, styled Ze- 
gue, with whom they remained until the 
tliirteenth century. During the adminis- 
tration of Naakweto Laab, the last of this 
dynasty, Tekla Hairnanot the monk, a na- 
tive of Abyssinia, was created aboon,*^ He 
had previously founded in Shoa the celebra- 
ted monastery of Debra Libanos, and was 
a man celebrated alike for the purity of his 
lile^ tire -soundness of his understanding, 
and his devotion to his country. Obtain- 
ing extraordinary influence over the mind 
of the king, he prevailed upon him, for con- 
science-sake, to resign a crown which could 
never be purified from the stain of usurpa- 
tion. The banished line of Solomon, con- 
tent with ihe dominion of Shoa, had made 
3^eflbrt toward IheieTOOry of their an- 
( Wt boundaries ; bht by % treaty now edn- 

^ This is the title of tiie urhn&te ttf EfcUiopia. 


eluded, Yekweno xAmiak was restored te 
the throne of his ancestors; Naakweto 
Laab retaining only Lasta in perpetual in- 
dependence, with the golden stool, the sil- 
ver kettle-drums, and other insipnia'or 
royalty, while one third oi‘ the realm 
permanenily ceded to the primate foi- the 
maintenance of his ecclesiastical dioulty. 
and for the support of the clei-gy. convents! 
and c.hurches. This was styled the Era 
of Partition;” and it: formed a tstipulation 
that the functions of archbishop should in 
future be vested in none save a Copt, or- 
dained from Cairo by the cliair of St, Mark. 


• CHA.:PTER X€JL 

THE LIJ^EAGE OF SHOA. 

Thus aflairs continued until the six,- 
teenth contury, when the invasion of Mo- 
hammad Graan led te the total dismember- 
ment of the Ethiopic empire ; and Shoa, 
among other of the richest provinces, was 
overrun and colonized by the Gaik hordes. 
Nebla Dengel, the emperor of Goiidar. fell 
by the hand of the Moslem conqueror, Fa* 
ris, the son ot Dilbonach, by^ a daugh’^yof 
' the- liouse of Solomon, held a 
under the crown, in the strong hold of Bair, 
and^ from his son Sumbellete sprang Na- 
gasi, the first monarch of Efat, who was 
born at Amad VYasha,the capital of Agam- 
cha, and g. century and a imlf ago helS his 
capital in Mans. Prior to the conquest of 
that province, which was follawed by the 
gradual subjugatiori of Shoa and its pres- 
ent dependencies, this prince occupied Ur 
lofty fortress in tlu; Yedjow country, whore 
pme of his descendants still remain. From 
it are visible the high and impregnable 
mounts Ambasel and Geshama ; thr' latter 
of which fastnesses, in the more remote pe- ' 
riods of Ethiopic splendor, had served as a 
place of confinement for the younger brotfe 
ers of the reigning emperor; while the 
former is in the hands of an independent 
ruler, whose ancestress becoming llic mis- 
tress of the Christian governor, the fai-her 
ot the Delilah contrived, during the <*e!C“ 
bration of her nuptials, to surprise the gar- 
rison, and put every man to the sword. 

■ Nagasi repaired in due time to Gondar, 
to be formally invested by the emperor;, 
tut after receiving at the royal hands twelve 
nugareets.” he died suddenly. To ono- 
of his four sons he bequeathed on his death- 
bed a shield, to a second a spear, to a third 
3- ring, and'lo Sabastiye, his tavorhe child, 
a war-steed which he had ahvays riddcii to 
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combat. The youths were summoned to 
court in order that they might receive their 
legacies; and on opening an amulet at- 
tached to the horse’s neck, it was found to 
contain the will and testament of the de- 
""^eased, nominating Sebastiye the succes- 
sor to his possessions. 

This prince reigned twenty-five years, 
and was succeeded by Abiye, his eldest spn,\ 
who after fifteen years was gathered to his 
fathers at iVramba. which he had wrested 
from the. Areeo Galla. Emmaha Ya'soos, 
who succeeded next, and reigned, thirty- 
two years, introduced, several matchlocks 
froin Gondar, conquered Ankober, and re- 
moved his capital thither from Dokaket. 

, At the period of his accession, the sorcer- 
ers predicted that if one Arkaradis should, 
be appointed minister, the empire would 
he doubled. Search was accordingly made 
throughout the realm, but a mendicant was 
the sole individual of that name who could 
be found. He was duly inducted into of- 
fice ; and his first step was to revive among 
the circumjacent Galla an ancient prophe- 
cy, that when fires should be seen on the 
summits of the three loftiest peaks of the 
great barrier range, their possessions would 
be overrun by the Christians. After the 
lapse of a few months, Arkaradis caused 
beacon-fires to be kindled during the night 
on the crests of Kondie, Ankbber, and 
Mamrat ; upon beholding which many of 
the heathen fied, and, without a blow being 
struck, sundry districts were appended to 
Shoa. 

Asfa Woosen, grandsire to the reigning 
monarch, succeeded to his father Emmaha 
Yasoos, and reigned thirty-three and a half 
years. Of forty-eight male children he was 
the bravest. He was a great Nimrod, and 
an unparalleled warrior, slaying three hun- 
dred Pagans with his own spear from the 
back’^of his favorite war-steed Amadoo. 
Among many other despotic laws enacted 
during his reign, was one prohibiting the 
manufacture of hydromel by the subject 
Three great rebellions threatened the sta-. 
bility of his empire, which had now shaken 
oft’ all allegiance to Gondar, but each itf 
turn was quelled by his personal vaW* 
The last insurrection was headed by Woo- 
sen Suggud, the heir-apparent. In 3' pitch- 
ed battle the youth was wounded by the 
hand of his father, taken prisoner, and im- 
mured during the term of the monarch’s 
life. Durinu* the last fifteen years of his 
reign, Asfa Woosen was totally blind. 'It 
is fully believed that the sight of one eye 
was destroyed by Thavanan, as already 
narrated in the legend of “ the tormentor,” 
.and that one of the royal concubines, whom 
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the sorcerer had spirited away, destroyed 
the other shortly afterward, by means of 
a powerful spell imparted by her paramour. 

Since the commencement of the present 
century the custom of consigning to a dun- 
geon the brothers and kindred of the reign- 
ing monarch has grown into desuetude in 
Northern Abyssinia. The princes of the 
blood royal now .wander over the country 
unmolested and unheeded, attaching them- 
selves to any chief who maybe willing to 
extend countenance and support, and hold- 
ing themselves at his disposal in the event 
of his gaining ascendency over his rivals, 
and requiriiig a titular emperor to perform 
the indispensable ceremony of nominating 
a ras. But the form is still retained, of 
placing the crown upon the brows of a 
descendant of the ancient line of SolomoHj 
who is content to be a mere puppet in the 
hands of the temporary minister ; and en- > 

joying a stipend of three hundred dollars | 

per annum, and the paltry revenues accru- 
ing ftom the tolls of the hebdomadal mar- 1 

ket in the capital, he remains a prisoner j 

upon parole in his palace at Gondar. ! 

^ "‘I 

- ;i 

CHAPTER XCIIL ^ 

THE MONARCH AND THE COXTHT. 

Sahela Selassie, “ the clemency of the 
Trinity,” seventh king of Shoa whose sur- 
name is Menilek, was twelve years^of age 
when the assassination of Wooseu Suggud 
called him from a monastery the throne, 
and placed in his hands the,r3ins of despotic 
government over a wild^^hristian nation. 

His sire had enjoyed'^ exceed- 

ingly active reign of Ibnr and a half years, 
during which }^4xtended his empire far 
beyond the Ikdits bequeathed to him by 
Asfa W^oos^“~“tnade conquests in the south 
to the ??h?dntains of Garra Gorphoo, and in 
the to the Nile. The most despotic 
mp^isures marked his transient but iron 
,idle ; and had he survived, the expecta- 
tions formed of him would in all probability 
have been realized, and he would have be« 
come monarch of all Abyssinia. But the 
nation groaned under his oppression ; and 
after a series of the harshest acts, induced 
by visits in disguise, like those of 
Alrasehid the great caliph of Bp o^tJad, to 
the houses of his subjects, Iq piace.9 
of public resort, a Bhaplf^jg^ slave, whom 
I he had provoked by usage, turned upon 
I his royal master, p/0 j having slain him with 
; a sword, set j;Q palace at Kondie^ 

•which was >00j.ned to the ground ; and the 
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wealth amassed in many earthen jars, melt- 
ed, according to the tradition, into a liquid 
stream of mingled silver and gold, which 
flowed over the mountain side. 

In Shoa as in other savage countries the 
tidings of the dissolution of the monarch, 
unless timely concealed, spread like light- 
ning to the farthest extremities of the king- 
dom, and become a signal for rapine, anar- 
chy, and murder, which rage unrestrained 
during the continuance of the interregnum. 
Every individual throughout the reahn 
deems himself at full liberty to act accord- 
ing to the bent of his own vicious inclina- 
tions — to perpetrate every atrocity, and to 
indulge in the gratification of every re- 
vengeful and licentious passion, without 
fear of retribution or of punishment ; and 
it being perfectly understood that there 
exists neither law nor rule until the new 
sovereign shall have beeivproclaimed, the 
kingless laud for a season runs rivers of 


I he royal family residing at Ankober, and 
the heir-apparent at a still greater distance 
from Kondie, there ensued a scene of anar- 
chy and confusion wliich it would be diffi- 
cult to describe, and at Debra Libanos alone 
there fell no fewer than eight hundred vic- 
tims to private animosity, of whose murder 
no account was ever taken. 

The eyes of the monarch being closed 
in death, the minister styled dech aga- 
fari, ‘Hhe introducer through the door,” 
proceeds to the inauguration of the suc- 
cessor, who, unless some other arrange- 
meiitshali h?ve been v.filled, is usually the 
heir-apparent. Presented to the senators 
and to the inmates of the palace, tlie herald 
proclaims aloud, have reason to 

mourn, and also to rdoice;* for our old 
father is dead, but we hare found a new 
one.” The accession thus declared, the 
king is invested with the rob^s of state, 
and taking seat upon the throne, public 
officers first in order, and then the people, 
o^er homage, and bow before his footsttol! 

General mourning is invariably observei 
during the seven days which follow the 
promulgation of the national calamity. 
Mmi, women, and children evince their 
grief by tearing the hair, scarifying the 
temples with the nails., and casting them- 
sobhing and screaming upon the, 
ground — qualities of the deceased 
being extollew ''^hile. But the chief 
mourners on the ;5^®l^itcholy occasion, are 
those princes of hlood-royal who are 
affected by the barbard^ practice handed 
down from the earliest pe^ds- of Abyssin- 
ian hietory ; for in the kingfcm ef ^hoa^ 


revolutionary projects against the crown 
liave invariably been anticipated, by con 
signing the uncles and brothers of the sove- 
reign to a subterranean dungeon, where 
they pass the remainder of their days in 
the elaborate carving of harps and oma- 
merits of ivory. 

Widely difierent from that of the aspirio o* 
Rasselas is the lot of these pining members 
of the dynasty of Sboa. No happy valley 
is theirs, wliom^ a barbarous policy has from 
time immemorial conclernned thus to liuo-er 
in liopeles3_ irnprisomnent during the rem- 
iiant of their subliinary pilgrirnage, unless 
the demise of the despot without issue 
should, peradventure, call some one of the 
captives from the dank vault to the throne. 
Food, with the scanty materials for amuse- 
ment and occupation, are indeed allowed 
together with permission to breathe the air 
of heaven, after the sun has set upon their 
own green hills. But no domestic tie links 
them to the society from which they are 
immured-— no sympathy of wife or child’ 
can ever, by a word.of kindness, alleviate 
their lonely condition. The bonds of re- 
lationship have been rudely snapped asun- 
der, and the very name of brother is the 
fStern curse of those whose only crime is 
their affinity to the monarcli. 

^ Seven princes of the blood-royal were 
inmates of the vaults of Goncho .on the ar- 
rival of the British embassy in Shoa. The 
legitimate issue male of the reignin,£y sove- 
reign has fortunately been limited to two 
but it was not the less melancholy to re- 
flect, that one or other of these .interefetino* 
youths must, in all human proMbfiiy^, drao* 
out the noon and evening of his'd'ays with” 
in the walls of tliat dismal dungeon, where 
so many have sunk into the grave unre- 
corded and unpitied. The crown, although 
hereditary in the house of Solomon, is 
elective by will at each decease, and the 
eldest born can assert no exclusive litle 
te succession by right of primogeniture. 
Bashakh Woorud, “ go down if you like,” 
is, an ominous title enough to distinguish 
the heir-apparent to the thi-one. Setter 
' known by his Christian appellation of liai- 
loo Mulakoot, and now in his sixteenth 
yem, he has by his royal sire been permit- 
ted to accompany the army into the field, 
when he slew some of the Galia with his 
own hand-, but entertaining a predilection 
lor the church, he is educating in the mon- 
astery of Loza; while his' brother, Seifa 
peiassie, '‘the Iwmrd of the Trinity,” who 
IS three or four years younger, is the fa- 
vorite of his father, and may be regarded' 

. Q-s the heir-presumptive. 

iti accordance, with the custom of the 
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land, this prince is also secluded in a mon- ure is usually connected with' some polit- 
astery at Medak, under the Alaka Amda icah object, consists - in an interchange of 
Zion. In addition to a eunuch arid a presents between the monarch and the pa- 
nurse, each of the royal scions is attended rents- of the damsel. Chamie, the Galia 
by guardians, whose "office it is to prevent queen of Moolo Falada, near the Nile, pre- 
playing truant or creating disturbances sented with her daughter, who occupies a 
ii^^the kingdom. They are trained to niche in the harem, a dower consisting, of 
equestrian and warlike exercises, and to two hundred milch cows, one hundred 
the use of the shield and spear ; and are teams of oxen with ploughs, a number of 
made to attend divine service, to fast, to horses, and many ffiaves of both sexes, 
repeat their prayers, and to peruse the skins, and other choice peltries, 

psalms at nio-ht. Their course of educa- and five hundred vessels of virgin honey, 
tion difisrs little from that of other Abys- with twelve cats to watch over and protect 
siniau youths, than vvhoniAhey are even them from the inroads of the mice. Mo- 
more under monkish influence. The study iiarnmaqans and Pagans are compelled, 
of the Gebata Hawariat, or “table of the after the formation of the royal alliance, 
apostles,*’ which cpmprises the seven epis- to embrace the Christianity of Ethiopia; 
ties of Peter, John, James, and Jude, and but that fidelity is far from being a conse- 
the acquisition of the Psalter by heart, , is qiience of the conversion has been evinced 
followed by the perusal of the Revelations, in numerous disgraceful instances, the not 
the epistles of St. Paul, and tlie gospels— least notorious of which involves the repu- 
the histories of the Holy Virgin, of Saints tation and the health of one who long enjoy- 
George arid Michael, Saint Tekla Haima- ed a most exalted place in the king’s afiec- 
not, and others, completing the course, tions— a sister of Wulasma Mohammad. 
Pew of the priesthood understand the art ■ Throughout intra-tropical Africa the 
of writing, and all regard the exercise of nugareet, or kettle-drum, forms the em- 
the pen as shameful and derogatory. The Mem of power, as does the sceptre in 
royal princes, therefore, stand little chance other realms. Appointments, edicts, and 
of instruction in this branch of education, proclamations, roll with its notes to the 
and their acquaintance vvith the Abyssinian ears' of the attentive nation of Shoa. It 
code of jurisprudence must depend also accompanies all forays and campaigns, is 
upon the erudition of their preceptors. The the symbol of investiture, and even the 
strictest discipline is enforced; disobedi- Chlirch is controlled by its echoes rever- 
ence is punished by bonds and corporal berating from the palace hill. The tram- 
chastisement, which latter the king causes pet is also a concomitant on state occa- 
to be inflicted in his presence ; and fully sionsfivhen.two large crimson debdbocli, or 
imbued with the conviction, that to ‘‘ spare aftabglrs, SGreen the^ royal person. The 
the rod is to spoil the- chiid-r hisr majesty; attire of Sahela Selassie, although usual- 
occasionally corrects the delinquent with ly plain and unassuming, is, on certain 
his own hands. . pageants, more imposing, and is then as- 

Queeii Besabesh— “ thou hast multi- sisted by all the gold and tinsel that the 
plied ” — the mother of the young princes, wardrobe can boast, The precious metal, 
and also of four princesses, is the daughter for which be entertains a vast affection, 
of thojast independent ruler of Morabeitie. forming his exclusive prerogative, is dis- 
She was relict of Tekla Georgis, a com- played in massive bracelets and rings, and 
raoner of Shoa ; and although not perma- in the embroidery with which the tight vest 
nently resident in the palace, is much be- of green silk is profusely loaded, although 
loved by Sahela Selassie. Five hundred partially hidden beneath the enveloping 
concubines complete the royal harem, of robe of Abyssinia. Ills majesty’s crown 
whom seven reside under the palace roof, is an elegantly embossed tiara, with nu- 
thirteen in the immediate outskirts, and merous chains hanging in gorgeous clus- 
the residue in various parts of the empire, ters around the brow, and surmounted by 
By these ladies, the king lias a numerous the imperial plume of white egret feathers, 
progeny; the males, who aie not obnox- ^ But save on the Saturday in Passion 
ious to imprisonment on a new accession, week, during a solemn assembly held in 
being created governors of provinces, while the palace court, which is then decked 
the illegitimate daughters are bestowed in out with carpets, and velvets, and gay 
marriage upon whomsoever his despotic cloths, when the priests rehearse the mili- 
majesty may think proper to select among tary achievements of the monarch, and 
the nobles and magnates of the land. the gatliered population respond with the 
The ceremony of taking into the royah loud hum of approbation — on the great an- 
jmrem a concubine of rank, which meas- nual review at the feast of Maskal, and the 
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trltimphal reti?m from the foray agtost ] 
the heathen Galia— there is little pomp or 
ageant to be witnessed at the present | 
ay. Badges and honorary distinctions, I 
however, still contimie to be conferred up- i 
on the brave in war. The high-sounding 
titles of household officers are yet scru- 
pnloiisly retained : and these, with the 
embossed shield, the silver sword, the 
gauntlet, the bracelet the armlet, and the 
glittering akodamct, attest the presence at 
the court of Shoa of the last remnani: of 
the ancient, but faded, grandeur of the 
proud emperors of Ethiopia. 


CHAPTEH XCIV. 

THE BESTOT. 

A MORE singular contrast of good ana 
evil was perhaps never presented than in 
the person and administration of the Chris- 
tian despot. Avarice,, suspicion, caprice^ i 
ditplicity, and superstition, appear to form 
the basis of his chequered character^ and 
his every act exhibits a portion of mean- 
ness and selfishness, linked with a desire 
to appear munificent. Yet are these radi- 
cally bad ingredients tempered and con- 
cealed by many amiable and excellent qual- 
ities. nis virtues are many as they are 
conspicuous : his faults entail harm chiefly 
upon himself ; and the appropriation of the 
greater portion of his hoars might bo held 
up as a worthy pattern for imitation. 

During the entire forenoon of every day 
in the week, the Sabbath and Saturday ex-, 
cepted, which latter, as a remnant of Jew- 
ish religion, is universally reverenced, is 
he engaged in public affairs — ^in trying ap- 
peals, and in deciding suits which are 
brought from all quarters of his dominions. 
Notwithstanding the impediments offered 
by a weak conatj^tlc^n, and by many bod- 
ily infirmities brought - on by 

excess, he lead^^^&f constant activity, 
and, both as Ms. public and his 

private avocations, -stands greatly 'distin- 
guished above other Ahyssinian rulers, 
who too Justly incur the reproach of idle- 
ness and perpetual debauchery. 

After the religious performance of his 
matin devotbns, the king inspects his, sta- 
bles and workshops, bestows charity, upon 
the assembled poor, dispatches couriers, 
and accords private audiences of import- 
tance. Then reclining in state upon the 
throne, he listens for honrs to aU appeals 
brought against the decision of his judges, 
and adjusts in public te tangled disnutes 


and controversies of his subjects.. Here 
access is easy. Sahela Selassie listens to 
all, foreigners or natives, men and women, ' 
rich and poor. Every one possesses the 
right to appear before him, and boldly to 
explain the nature of his case ; and aly."* 
though the established usage of the ]^:1& 
compels, the subject. to prostrate himself, 
and to pay rather adoration than respect, 
yet may he urge his complaint without the 
least hesitation or timidity. Judgment is 
always prompt, and .generally correct ; nor 
will the observer he less struck with the 
calmness and placidity that mark the royal 
demeanor in the midst of the most boister- 
ous discussions, than at -the method and 
perspicuity with' which such manifold af- 
fairs are disposed of ; and while tlius re- 
I ceiving the most lavorable impression of 
I his majesty’s capacity for the transaction 
I of business, might even draw a parallel be- 
tween his demeanor and that of many more 
civilized monarchs, which would be flatter- 
ing to the semi-rbarbarous ruler of Shoa. 

At three o’clock the king proceeds to 
dine alone, and no sooner is the royal ap- 
petite appeased than the doors are thrown 
open, and the long table in the great ban- 
qiieting-hall is crowded with the most dis- 
tinguished warriors and guests. Harpers 
and fiddlers perform during the entire en- 
tertainment, and singers lift up iheir voices 
in praise of the munificence and liberality 
of their sovereign, who, during all' this 
scene of confusion and turmoil, still con- 
tinues to peruse letter.? or to issue instruc- 
tions, until the board has beojr thrice re- 
plenished and as often clearsqA and until 
all of a certain rank have feyly partaken 
of his hospitality. At retires with 

a few of those who enjoy the largest share 
of intimacy, to the private apartments. 
Prayers and potent liquors fill up the even- 
ing hours, and the company depart, Jeaving 
the favorite page wht) is made the bea,rer 
of the royal commands. 

Midnight calls his majesty from his 
couch to the perusal of psalms and sacred 
writings. A band of sturdy priests in the 
antechamber continue during the livelong 
night to chant a noisy chorus of hymns to 
preserve his slupibers from the influence 
of evil spirits or apparitions, and daylight 
brings a repetition of the busy scene, 
which is only diversified by exercise on 
horseback, when business and the fickle 
sky will permit. Making excursions with 
from four to five hundred mounted follow- 
ers, it is then his wont to' sit for hours on 
the splashy hanks of some sequestered 
brook, listening to the soft murmur of the 
waters, conversing familiarly with those 
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shout liinij witnessing the exercise of his 
studj and devoting every leisure moment 
to the numerous petitioners who crowd 
with complaints ai'ound the royal person. 

Dreading the fate of ills father, the mon- 
^^c!l never stirs irom liis threshold iinpro- 
v 5H^ a pislui concealed under his 

girdle along with his favorite amulet, in 
which he reposes iinphcit faith and reliance. 
His couch is nightly surrounded _ by tried 
and trusty warriors, endeared to his person 
by munificence displayed to no other class 
of his subjects, while the gates of the 
palace are barred after the going down of | 
the sun, and stoutly guarded during the 
continuance of tiie nocturnal hours. 

Tiie principal officers of the royal hoiise- 
hnld, and those most confided in by the 
' suspicious monarch, are the eunuchs. 
Ayto Baimoot, tiieir late chief, was_ spe- 
cially charged with the royal harem in all 
its liranches, as well as with the establish- 
ment of slaves. Long faithfully attached 
to his indulgent master, he was, while he 
lived, the king’s only intimate counsellor, 
and was never separated from his person. 

Next in order is the herald, or dech 
agafari. who, in addition to the important 
duties already detailed, is the channel 
throu 2 'h whom all new. appointments by 
tie prawn and all royal edicts and procla- 
mations are published to the nation. Armed 
with a rod of green rushes, he ushers into 
the presence-chamber all officials, stran- 
gers, and visitors, introducing at the ap- 
pointed time those who have complaints 
■ or representations to lay at the footstool 
of the throne. He is the alaka of all who 
have any boon to crave, and is in charge 
of the Irost of pages and younger sons of 
the nobility v/ho attend upon the king — is- 
in general master of the ceremonies on oc- 
casions of state or pageant, and introduces 
guests* who may be invited to the banquet. 

The keys of the royal library are in the 
custody of the chief of the cliiu-ch, the 
Alaka “Woida Georgis, a layman and a 
soldier, who was elevated to the exalted 
post he occupies in direct violation of the 
established usage of the country. The 
otBce of chief smith and alaka of all the 
tabibarii ‘‘wise people,” or handicraftsmen, 
throughout tlie realm, and of body physi- 
cian, are concentrated in the person of 
Ayto Habti, who must freely partake of all 
drugs that are to be administered to the 
king, and, with the commander-in-chief 
of the body-guard, the master of the horse, 
and the dwarf father-confessor, be in con- 
.Btant attendance upon his majesty. 

As well from religious as from worldly 
^akela Belassie entertains a vast 


number of pensioners; who receive dirgOt 
or daily rations, in various proportions— 
some being limited to dry bread, while 
others extend to mead, the greatest luxury 
which tlie country can afford. The dis« 
tribution of this maintenance comes exclu- 
sively within the province of the purveyor- 
general,, the food being prepared in the 
royal kitchen by the numerous slaves, 
who, shame to the Christian monarch, 
compose the entire iiousehold establish- 
ment. All foreigners and visitors receive 
it, and, in addition to about one thousand 
of this class, there are many besides who 
possess the privilege of always dining at 
the royal table. ' • 

Making mimijicent donations to churches 
and monasteries, the king stands in high 
odor with the fanatic clergy, and thus en- 
joys the advantage of their influence over 
the priest-ridden population, whom he rules 
principally through the church ; and, never 
undertaking any project without consult- 
ing some of its members, is in turn much 
swayed by their exhortations, prophecies, 
dreams, and visions. .Strongly attached to 
the Christianity of Ethiopia, which abounds 
in Jewish prejudices, he is still far from 
being intolerant. According to the best of 
his uncultivated ideas he encourages let- 
ters, and spends considerable sums of 
money in collecting ancient manuscripts. 
Possessing natural talents and shrewdness, 
which have been improved by the rudi- 
' inents of education, he rules his hereditary 
empire with the greatest tact and advan- 
tage ; and might, had his energies been 
properly directed, have slione one of the 
greatest potentates that ever wielded the 
sceptre in the now disorganized empire. 

Were the active life of Sahela Selassie 
guided by superior principles — could he be 
brought to despise petty things, and to sink 
the details of unimportant affairs in matters 
of the greatest moment — how wealthy and 
powerful a monarch might he not still be- 
come ! He would have time at command 
to plan truly royal projects ; possessed 
as he is of means the would 

find leisure to carry ' his designs. 

Ambitious, ever making hew conquests, 
and, like other rulers of Abyssinia, enter- 
taining no disinclination to be predominant, 
his mind is yet filled with trifles, and not 
sufficiently expanded to mature a plan of 
operations upon an extended scale. Pre- 
cluded by want of liberal education, or of 
intercourse, with civilized nations, irom 
calculating events, or looking deep into the 
page of futurity, he lives in fact for little 
beyond the present day., Ever busying 
himself with follies and devising paltry 
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schemes of aggrandizement, he neglects 
matters of vital importance to the stability 
of his dominion* , Old in constitution, 
though not in years — enfeebled by excess, 
as well in mind as in body — uncivilized — 
called early to the throne, and ruling du- 
ring a long succession of years according 
to one unvarying system — ^the dictates of 
his own caprice — he requires some violent 
impulse, some imminent and apparent peril 
to arouse liim from the torpor of security, 
to stimulate his latent energies to greater 
exertion, and to induce him temporarily to 
sacrifice, a portion of his idolized gold, in 
order to reap a harvest five hundred fold. 

From the mercilul hand of this unique 
specimen of absolute authority, the sceptre 
falls lightly upon the head of the offender. 

I have before mine eyes the fear of God,” 
is his frequent exclamation when passing 
the extreme sentence of the law. Guilty of 
none of the cruelties or enormities which 
stain most of the other rulers of Abyssinia 
—accessible, not easily offended, even tem- 
pered, patient in his investigations, mild 
and usually just in his despotism — ^he is 
universally adored in his own dominions, 
rather through love than through fear. 

’ The oath by the life of the king is the only 
binding obligation in the land ; and wise 
and warlike in his expeditions, he Is feared 
■and respected, by all the adjacent tribes.' 
Conducting himself with that easy freedom 
, which generally distinguishes conscious 
superiority, his demeanor is dignified 'and 
commanding; and the appearance 'of the 
half-civilized Christian savage, who sways 
the destinies of millions in the heart of 
heathen Africa would proclaim his" high 
descent even in the courts of Europe. 


CHAPTER XCV." 

THE GOVEKN: CHE UOYAL IIOUSE- 



The at this day 

subject to thb- Shoa, are coni 
prised in a rectangular domain of one hun- 
dred and fifty by ninety miles, which area 
is traversed by five systems of mountains, 
whereof the culminating point divides the 
' basin of the Nile from that of the Ha wash. 
The Christian population of Shoa and Efat 
are esCimated at one million of souls, and 
that of the Mohammadan and Pagan popu- 
lation of the numerous dependencies at a 
• million and a half. Independent of the 
tribute in kind, the royal revenues are said 
to amount to about eighty or Mnoty thou- 


sand German crowns, accruing chiefly 
from import duties on slaves, foreign mer- 
chandise, and salt. The annual expenses 
of the state not exceeding ten thousand 
dollars, it is probable that his Christian 
majesty, during his long reign of nea^'^" 
thirty years, must have amassed co’^^m- 
erabie treasure, which, whatever maybe 
the amount, is carefully deposited under 
ground, and not lightly estimated by its 
possessor. 

Nearly in the centre of the kingdom pre- 
sides Zenama Work, the golden rain,” 
relict of Woosen Suggud, and mother of 
the reigning monarch. The seat of her 
government, it has already been said, is at 
Zalla Dingai, “ the rolling stone and she 
rules over nearly the whole of the north- 
west, or in fact over almost one half of the 
realm — appropriating in reversion to the 
crown the entire revenues of her dependent 
territories, and appointing her own gov- 
ernors -with the royal approval. Judge in 
her own dominions, her decisions nev 
ertheless lie under appeal to the throne; 
and even as queen-dowager, she is debar- 
red participation in certain privileges which 
form the exclusive prerogatives of her son, 
over whose mind she exerts an influence 
compared by the people of Shoa to that 
which they believe the holy Virgin to ex- 
ercise over the Redeemer. 

Long tired of the world and of its van- 
ities, the venerable lady has made numer- 
ous applications for permission to retire to 
a convent, and assume the veil, the royal 
entreaties to the contrary having alone de- 
layed the execution of the design. Many 
years barren, she sought the benediction 
of the wandering “ Wato,” and her nuptial 
couch being shortly crowned by the birth 
of Prince Meiiilek, the happy event was 
ascribed to necromantic intervention. Thus 
the tribe of the soothsayer is to this day 
left in peaceful occupation of its mountains 
on the bank of- the wooded Hawash, while 
the destroying hand of the Amhara presses 
in wrath upon the head of the surrounding 
heathen. 

Four hundred governors, styled ,s'Iioo- 
mant^ are appointed under the crown of 
Shoa, and these with fifty ahagasocli, or 
guardians of the frontier, literally -‘fathers 
of war,” corresponding with the margraves 
of Germany in olden times, conduct the 
affairs of the kingdom and its dependen- 
cies. ^ Some few of the appointments are 
hereditary ; but the majority are purchased 
by the highest bidder, and the tenure is at 
best extremely precarious. A governor on 
his appointment Is invested with a silver 
ltd as a badge 


swot 


I. as a badge of office, and is bound to 
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appear with his contingent of militia, when- habits and ■ -privileges after those of his 
soever summoned for military service. His royal master. His fields are cultivated in 
grants are regulated by the amount of his the same manner ; and he possesses the 
levy ; and as he rises in the royal estima- advantage of being able to extort' from the 
tion, so he receives badges also for siibor- inhabitants, for a very inadequate compen- 
who may have distingyit^iied them-' sation in grain, many days of extra labor 
serh^s by their zeal, activity, or ‘falo|r. in each of the great agricultural opera- 
No courtier or great man can, ^fter a tions. A fluctuating tribute, regulated by 
long absence, approach the throne empty- his will and caprice, is exacted from all 
handed. Thousands of stern waiTiofs bend land-holders, in kind, to meet the demands 
down with profound and slavish abasement of his majesty, who, in addition to an in- 
before the Ibllow-mortal who presides over aiiguration fee of from four to six hundred 
their. sublunary destinies; and even the dollars, is, unless voluntary offerings be 
nobles of the land twice prostrate them- frequently made, ever sending requisitions 
selves, and kiss the dust in a. manner the for live stock and farm produce. This 
most abject and humiliating. < All public system falls heavily upon all classes. A 
officers make oblations from time to time governor trusting to his own resources is 
in kind; and the king is besides in the speedily impoverished ; while he who taxes 
habit of requiring arbitrarily from those in too roughly is certain to be stripped of au- 
charge of districts, tribute in honey, clari- thority and property, on representation 
fied butter, cloth, or whatever else he may made to the throne. * 
happen to require. Weak, and at the same But the Abyssinian is never loth to 
time cunning — suspicious of every one, climb up again whence he has fallen ; and 
and placing not the smallest confidence in the humbled grandee, although impover- 
any of his functionaries — he sometimes ished and shunned by the servile crowd, 
precipitates them from affluence into a strives again to ingratiate himself with the 
dungeon, when they believe themselves in sovereign — frequently succeeds by long 
the enjoyment of the largest share of favor, and patient attendance, and once more 
Resolved to disgrace a nobleman, Sahela girded with the silver sword of authority, 
Selassie either sends for, or. visits the he attains that perilous and giddy pinna- 
doomed personage, treats him with marked cle, where the weapon of destruction 
kindness and condescension, in view to hangs over his head, suspended only by 
dispel alarm ; and embracing a favorable a single hair.* 

moment when no resistance can be offered, The essence of despotism pervading the 
gives the fiat to those in attendance to se- land to its very core, the negoos is the true 
cure their prisoner. God of its adoration. All the best portions 

If not retained by fees and oblations, of the soil pertain to his majesty, and the 
governments are constantly forfeited and life as well as the property of every subject 
resold. Frequent changes are also made is at his sole and absolute disposal. Every 
with the design of counteracting collusion act is performed wnth some view to pro- 
and rebellion. Although the power of the mote his pleasure, and the subject waits on 
negoos is omnipotent, it is subdivided his sovereign will, for favor, preferment, 
among all who execute his orders, and lit- and; place. AIL appointments are at the 
tie despots arise in all the numerous gov- king’s disposal— all rewards and distinc- 
ernors of provinces — each actuated by the tions come from the king’s hand. In years 
same desire of being' the executor of his of famine food itself is alone to be obtained 
own supreme will. Still they bear a heavy from the royal granaries 5 . and it is not 
responsibility; and the slightest error in therefore surprising that those ■ 0 ’!^ whom 
judgment, or, even in the absence of all one so absolute presides mean, 

delinquency, the mere whim of the mon- servile, and cringing, and should, 

arch, may i^ivolye them in destruction in their aspirations after pow^ and place, 
when least anticipated. Accountable for mould every action of their life according 
every event, whether probable or improb," to the despot’s will, 
able, assiduity in the nianagement'of af- Concealment of any acquisition, how- 
fairs does not always avail. Talents and soever small and valueless, is invariably 
bravery are sometimes displayed in vain, visited with loss of office and confiscation 
and the caprice of the despot may hurl the of property. Gold forms the exclusive privi- 
possessor of both from^ his high estate to lege of ro;yalty. Personal ornaments and coi- 
the deepest min and disgrace. ^ ored raiment have been hitherto restricted 
Armed with the delegated authority of by the severest sumptuary laws, and none 
the despot, each governor, enacting the except the highest chiefs and warriors of 
autocrat in Ms own domains, fashions his the land were ever honored by an exemp- 
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tion from the rule. None, however, of these 
harsh prohibitions, which have existence 
under no other government Jn Abyssinia, 
owe their origin to the present reign, and 
ail have been enforced' during so many 
generations, that they are now little irk- 
some to the people. ^ 

Shoa has hitherto stood exempt from the 
unceasing endeavors to acquire ascendency 
on the part of all the various chieftains 
who divide the sceptre in the nortli — allied 
to-day in bonds of the closest "amity, the 
next arrayed in the most bitter animosity. 
Engaged in perpetual strife, the march of 
liuf one prince beyond the border of his 
o\vn territories proves the 'signal to the 
nearest of his neighbors to carry fire and 
sword into the very heart of his undefend- 
ed domain ; but although torn by civil war 
from one extremity to the other, the bond 
of the ancient Ethiopic empire is still not 
entirely dissolved ; and notwithstanding 
that the ‘' king of kings ” has dwindled in- 
to' the mere spectre of imperial dignity-— is 
deposed and restored to the throne at the ' 
caprice of every predominant ruler — his, 
name at least is deemed essential to fen- 
der valid the title of ras, and through the 
latter, the government of all the dependent 
provinces of Abyssinia. 

. But herein the king of Shoa forms an 
exception; and fortunate 4t is for his maj- 
esty as well as for his dominions, that the 
surrounding Gaiia tribes, united with natu- 
ral defences, should have so completely 
shut him out froni participation in the in- 
testine disturbances which have ravaged 
and laid waste every other province of this 
beautiful and once prosperous land. Al- 
■ though he propitiates the leader of every 
party, and pursues a conciliatory policy, it 
would be in his power to mediate with a 
high hand for the advantage of all ; yet is 
it curious to observe with what tenacity 
the Abyssinians adhere to preconceived 
opinions of Shoa, which 

was fcrmeil^^^^n of the empire, still 
continuel^^^^^^festimation to form an 
httegral'l^^^^^^Pand Sahela Selassie 
IS iherell|%i^^Pl name only, regarded as 
a vassal of the puppet emperor of Gondar, 
notwithstanding that he is, de facto, an in- 
dependent monarch. 



€HAPT'ER*XCVL.: 

G-AXLA KE1PSMKC1ES IN THE 'SOntn. 

Dubino the reign of Asfa- "Woosen, 
giandsire to Sahek Sel4as^, the independ- 
ent states of Shoa, and Iii4t;we3?e of vei 7 


inconsiderable extent. Morat, Morabeitie, 
Giddem, Bulge, and^otber districts now 
appended, were at that period distinct gov- 
ernments, as is now the case in Gur%ue. 
where there are more rulers than provinces. 

It is not therefore surprising, that amid 
perpetual-quarrels of tlie Christian 
the surrounding Galla should have "been 
left in undisturbed possession of the lands 
which they had wrested from Southern 
Abyssinia. But no sooner had AsfaWoo- 
sen subdued King Zeddoo, the son of Jesai- 
as, the son of Abisag, the son of Masamer, 
usurper of Morabeitie and hlorat, with 
whom sank also those of inferior preten- 
sions, than he began with his united forces 
to make inroads upon the Gaiia tribes. 
The unsettled state of the newly-conquer- 
ed provinces, precluded extensive opera- 
tions ; and the task of reducing the Pagans 
to obedience was thus principally bequeath- 
ed to Woosen Suggiid, whose strong arm 
not only kept in submission the territories 
conquered by his father, but added greatly 
■ to the western limits of Shoa by the acqui- 
sition of Moogher on the -Nile, and by the 
conquest of the Abidchu, Woberi, and Gii- 
lan, so far south as the mountains of Garra ^ 
Gorphoo. 

Conceiving that a youth w'ho had scarce- 
ly numbered twelve years wmuld be unable 
to hold them in subjection, the tributary 
Galla revolted immediately upon the acces- 
sion of Sahela Selassie. " But subsequent 
-events proved that they were mistaken in 
the estimate formed of the rnonarcIPs mili- 
tary capacity. , lie vanquished King Hai- 
loo, who still asserted his dignityin Morat , 
Having amassed fire-arms from (idndarand 
Tigrc^ as well as from the sea-coast of Ta- 
jura, he was enabled to quell many succes- 
sive insurrections, and for a number of 
. years was fortunate in the fidelity of the 
lion-hearted Medoko, who was even more 
. feared than himself by the siuTounding 
L Gentiles. He* caused all the Gaiia of the 
L province of Shoa-Meda to be circumcised 
L and baptized ; and having commanded them 
> to wear about their necks the “ maieb,''^ or 
; cord of blue silk, to last, and to eat neither 
, with Mohammadans nor Pagans, nor tc 
• touch meat that has not been killed in the 
name of the Trinity, they have thenceforth 
been denominated Christians. 

Throughout his long reign, it has been 
the king's favorite project to reunite the 
scattered remnants of Christian population 
which still mark the extent of the domin- 
ions of his forefathers., The countries to 
t, the south and southwest have therefore 
.- always received the largest share of his 
f majesty’s attention, and in those dkectiems 
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iie has attacked and subdued in succession 
all the tribes on this side of the Hawash. 
The Metta, Metclia, Moolo FaladUj Becho- 
"VYorebj Becho-Poogook, and Charsa-Da- 
^ha, ai'e ail appended to Slioa. Moreover, 
crossed the Hawash, 
anci*^^ a certain extent accompMshed the 
reduction of the Soddo, of the frontiers of 
Giirague. of the Karaiyo. 'Loomi, Jille,and 
other remote clans. In the north little 
progress has been made, and many reverses 
ha\*e deterred farther attempts upon the ' 
wild mountaineers ; but in the northeast j 
the Selmi, the Aboti, and several other | 
tribes previously independent, have been ; 
reduced to feudal submission, and by judi- 
cious management are made to secure the 
frontier from invasion. . - i 

But although Sahela Selassie has thus 
widely extended the limits of his empire, 
he has adopted no efficient measures to 
consolidate his conquests. As a contrast 
between the former and the existing ad- 
ministration, it is said of the southern Gal- 
la, “ where all was once strength, there is 
now nothing save weakness. . Of yore tri- 
bute was paid by all, whereas at the present 
' day the possession of the dependencies does 
but entail expense.” Three annual expe- 
-ditlons made throughout a period of thirty 
years, for the purpose of collecting the 
revenues of the crown, have hitherto proved 
ineffectual to the preservation of perma- 
nent tranquillity' among the tribes subju- 
gated by his ancestors ; and the Sertie 
'lake, with other morasses, remain monu- 
ments of the dire disasters which sometimes 
attend his usually successful arms. He 
neither erects fortifications, nor does he 
establish outposts ; • and the government 
being continued in heathen hands, the trib- 
utary tribes rebel during each rainy sea- 
son, only to be resiibdued as soon as it is 
over-— the ins argents often tendering their 
renewed allegiance the instant they per-,, 
ceive the crimson umbrellas of state, but 
more frequently delaying until the locust- 
like army of the Arnhara has swept their 
fair fields, and like the devastating stream 
from the volcano, has left a smoking desert 
in its train. 

Chastised by two or three successful 
forays, the chiefs and elders of the rebel- 
lious and ruined clan, finding the futility 
of further opposition to the yoke, come in 
with the tribute exacted, and make feudal 
submission, whereupon they are suffered to 
ransom their wives and daughters who 
have been enslaved. It cannot fail to ap- 
pear- extraordinary, that those who are un- 
prepared for resistance should occupy their 
ieleagfrered abodes one minute after they 



have become aware of the presence of their 
ruthless and implacable foes ; but in almost 
every instance they are in blood feud with 
all the surrounding tribes of their own na- 
tion, at .whose merciless hands they would 
experience even worse treatment than at 
those of the Arnhara. Neither, during 
persecution, could they hope to find an asy- 
lum among tributary neighbors, w’ ith whom 
■they might perchance be on amicable 
terms, since their reception would inevita- 
bly entail on those who harbored the fugi- 
tives the last ^ vengeance of the despot. 
Thus the choice is left between precarious 
flight to the mountain fastnesses, in the 
very teeth of the enemy, and the alterna- 
tive of lurking in the vicinity of the invaded 
hamlet, upon the slender chance of eluding 
the keen scent of the bloodhounds. 

The governor, or, in fact, the king of all 
the Galla now dependent on Shoa, is Abo- 
gaz Maretch, who resides at Wona-badera, 
south of Angollala. At first a bitter ene- 
my of Sahela Selassie, this haughty war- 
rior chief, renowned for his bravery, was 
finally gained over by bribes, and by prom- 
ises of distinction and advancement, which 
have , actually been fulfilled. Partly by 
force, and partly by soft words and judi- 
cious Intermarriages with chiefs of the va- 
rious tribes, he. contrives to keep in some 
sort of . order the wild spirits over whom he 
presides ; but he is taxed with want of 
proper severity, and although. still high in 
, favor, has more than once Been suspected 
j of divulging the royal projects. 

. Abba Mooalle, the governor of Moogher 
and of the surrounding Galla in the west, 
was also formerly very inimical to Shoa ; 
but being won over to the royal interests 
by the espousal of his sister, by preferment 
to extensive power, and by the hand of one 
of the despotic princesses, he was four 
years since converted to Christianity, when 
the king ffiecame his sponsor. Tlie vain- 
ble presents, which he is enabled to make to 
the throne, owing to his proximity to the 
high caravan-road from the interior, pre- 
serve him a distmguished place in the esti- 
mation of the negoos, tlmif whom he is 
little inferior in point of state. At constant 
war with the Galla occupying the country 
to the westward, between Sullala Moogher 
and Gojam, he hastily assembles his troops 
twice or thrice during the year, and making 
eagle-like descents across the Nile at the 
head of ten thousand cavalry, rarely fails 
to recruit the royal herds with a rich har- 
vest in cattle. 

Dogmo, who resides in the mountain of 
Yerrur, was educated in the palace ; and 
his undeviating attachment to tiie crown 
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has been rewarded with the hand of one 
of the king's illegitimate daughters. Botha, 
Shambo, and r)"ogmo,are'the sons of JBun- 
nie, whose father, Borri, governed the en- 
tire tract styled Ghera the coun- 

try on tlie left.” which includes all the 
Galia tribes bordering on both sides of the 
Hawash in the south of Shoa. Bunnie 
was, in consequence of some transgression, 
imprisoned in Arainba ; and Botora, ano- 
ther potent Galia chieftaiUj appointed in his 
stead. But this impolitic transfer of power 
creating inveterate hatred between the two 
families, each strove to destroy the other. 
Bunnie was in consequence liberated, and 
restored to his government; but resting 
incautiously under a tree on his return, 
not long afterward, from a successful ex- 
pedition against the Aroosi, whom he had 
defeated, he was suddenly surrounded by 
the enemy, and slain, together with four 
chiefs, his confederates, and nearly the 
whole of his followers. His sons were 
then severally invested with governments ; 
and Bokii, the son of B6tora, was- at his 
father’s demise intrusted with the preser- 
vation of the avenues to the lake 2ooai, 
long an object of the royal ambition. 

Among the most powerful Galia chief- 
tains who own allegiance to Shoa, is Jhara, 
the son of Chamme, soudisant queen of 
Moolo Falada, who, since the demise of her 
husband, has governed that and other prov- 
.djacent. Sahela Selassie, who it 
seen relies more upon political mar- 
riages than upon the force of arms, sent 
matrimonial overtures to this lady, and re- , 
ceived for answer the haughty message, I 
■“ that if he would spread the entire road I 
from Angbllala with rich carpets, she might 
perhaps listen to the proposal, but upon no 
other conditions !” The Christian lances 
poured over the land to avenge this insult 
offered to the monarch of |3hoa, and the in- 
vaded tribe laid down their arms ; hut Go- 
banah, fosterafeii^her to .Thara, and a migh- 
ty man of reno^li, finding that his majesty 
proposed burning hamlets without re- 
servation, rose to oppose the measure . At 
this critical moment an Amhara trumpeter 
raised his trombone to his lips. The Galia, 
believing the instrument to be none other 
than a musket, fled in consternation, and 
their doughty chieftain surrendered him- 
self a prisoner at discretion. 

Upon learning to whom he had relin- 
quished his liberty, Gobanah, broken-heart- 
ed, abandoned himself to despair^ and re- 
fused all sustenance for many days. The 
hand oi the fair daughter of the queen was 
eventually the price of ’bis: ransom ; and on 
the celebration of the nuntiaiR. irmn. 


i 

who, with reference to his conquest of 
Moolo Falada, might have exclaimed, with 
the Homan dictator, “ Veni, v/idl, i-Zci,” con- \ 
ferred upon Jhara the government of all , 
the subjugated Galia as far as the soinp=‘^ 
of the Hawash, and to the Nile in tlmif^t. 
Warlike, daring, and ambitious, exercising 
his important functions almost beyond the 
ken of his sovereign, and possessing, from 
his proximity to Gqjam and Damot, the. 
means of creating himself the leader of a 
vast horde, there can be little doubt, al- 
though he has hitherto evinced strong at- 
tachment to the crown, that, imitating the 
example of all Pagan chieftains who have 
gone before him, he will one day profit by 
his opportunities to take up arms against 
Shoa, and may thus be destined to enact a 
most conspicuous part in the history of 
the Galia nation. 


CHAPTEH XCVII. 

THE GALLA NATION. 

Abyssinia had long maintained her glo- ' 
ry unsullied under an ancient line of em- 
perors, when, in the sixteenth century of 
the Christian era, the ambitious and for- 
midable Graan, at the head of a whole na- 
tion of Moslem barbarians, burst over the 
frontier, and dashed into atoms the struc- 
ture of two thousand five hundred years. 
Defended by hireling swords, which in a 
series of sanguinary conflicts-, wrested the 
victorious wreath from tho'i^i'ow of the in- 
vader, and since, supportp(i'%ther by the 
memory of departed greatness than by ac- 
tual strength, small portions of the once 
vast empire have struggled on, the shadow 
only of imperial dignity. But the glory 
had departed from the house of^thiop, her 
power had been prostrated before the migh- 
ty conqueror and his wild band; and the 
Galia hordes, pouring flagranle hello into 
the richest provinces, from southern Cen- 
tral Africa, reerected heathen shrines du- 
ring the reign of anarchy, and rose and 
flourished on her ruins. 

The history of these African Tartars is, 
however, veiled in the deepest obscurity. 
Under the title of Oroma, they trace their 
origin to three sisters, daughters of Jeru- 
salem, to whom are applied traditions sim- 
ilar to the scriptural chronicle of the de- 
scendants of Lot In their owm language, 
the word Galia ” signifies ingressi ; and 
of themselves they affirm that Wollaboo, 
their father, came from beyond Bargamo, 
the great water and that his children 
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were nine — Aroosi, Karaiyo, Jille, Abidchii, 
Gillan, Woberi, Metta, Gurabidchii, and 
Beciio-Fogook— from whose loins have 
sprung the innumerable clans or houses 
'%^ch now people the greater portion of 
inti>topical Africa. But by the Moslem 
bigots^ vvho form the chief curse of Ethio- 
pia, it is said that the term by which the 
nation is recognized was applied to the 
lima Oroma, or seed of Oroma, by the 
prophet himself, who, on sending to sum- 
mon Wollaboo to become a proselyte to the 
true faith, received a direct refusal. ‘^Gal 
La,” “he said No,” reported the unsuccess- 
ful messenger on his return. “ Let this 
then be the denomination of the infidels 
in future,” exclaimed the arch impostor, 
“ since they will not receive the celestial 
revelations made through the angel Ga- 
briel” 

But whatever may be the origin of the 
heathen invaders, it is certain that, as a 
martial people, they have greatly degen- 
erated from their ancestors. United under 
one head, the^ overran the fairest provin- 
ces of Ethiopia ; and had they remained 
united, they might, with equal ease, have 
completed the conquest of the greater por- 
tion of the African continent. Relaxing, 
however, in their common cause against ! 
the Christians, the tribes soon began to 
contest among each other for the posses- 
sion of the newly acquired territory. In- 
testine ^ feuds and dissensions neutralized 
their giant power ; and the weakness and 
disorganization by which -the majority are 
now characterized, is to be^ascribed to the 
fact of there being no king in Israel. 

Roving in his native pastures, where his 
manners are unadulterated by the semi- 
civilization of Abyssinia, the equestrian 
Galla is an object worthy the pencil of 
Carle Vernet or Pinelli. Tall and athletic, 
his manly figure is enveloped in a toga, 
such as graced the sons of ancient Reme, 
and his savage, wild, and fiery features, 
are rendered still more ferocious by thick 
bushy hair arranged either in large lotus- 
leaved compartments, or streaming over 
the shoulders in long raven plaits. Grease 
and filth however form his delight ; and he 
sparkles under a liberal coat of the much- 
Ibved butter, which is unsparingly applied 
when proceeding to the perpetration of the 

most dastardly and inhuman deeds. Ac- 
coutred with spear, sword, and buckler, and ; 
wedded to the rude saddle, whereof he - 
would seem to form a part, the Pagan ^ 
•scours fearlessly over the grassy savannas i 
which he has usurped fn3m the Christian, ; 
and is„engaged in perpetual desultory strife i 
with all his border neighbors. 


, Possessing the finest breed of horses in 
I Ethiopia, and wealthy both in flocks and 
: herds, which roam over boundless meadows 
I smiling with clover, trefoil, and buttercups, 
this pastoral people devote their time gen- 
. erally to agricultural pursuits, and herein 
they are aided by a delightful climate, and 
i by a luxuriant, well-watered soil. 'tVliife 
the Women tend the sheep and oxen in the 
field, and manage the industrious hive, the 
men plough, sow, and reap, presenting in 
this respect a striking contrast to their in- 
dolentlowland neighbors, the Adaiel, wdiom 
they rival in barbarous ferocity, in treach- 
ery, and in savage propensities. Rich and 
verdant valleys, the glory of the mountains, 
and the pride of the proprietors, by 
sweat of whose brow they have been dom- 
ed with the most luxuriant crops, annually 
flourish, but too frequently to be swept from 
off the land by the sudden burst of war. 
Often is the cup of hope dashed from the 
lips when the enjoyment of the contents 
is deemed most certain, and the mangled 
corse of the husbandman is left on the bor- 
ders of the very field of which he 
nering in the ripe corn. 

Nor are the female portion of the Galla 
population less eminent in the equestrian 
pt than their warlike lords, whose steeds 
it is their business to-' tend and saddle for 
the foray. Distinguished for their beauty 
among the dark daughters of Africa, their 
fine figures are slenderly attired in a short 
leathern petticoat, embroidered with a 
flounce of ^yhite cowry shells, and clasped 
around the waist by a zone of colored 
beads. A flowing cotton robe completes 
the toilet of the ^wealthy ; and the time of 
all is equally devoted to the braiding an 
infinity of minute tresses, falling over" the 
shouldprs after the manner of the ancient 
Egyptians, But their garments and their 
persons are unsparingly anointed with lard 
and butter; and the romance which might 
otherwise attach to their native charms, 
cannot fail to be dispelled on near approach. 

The conically thatched cabins of the 
Ga,lla are grouped in rural clusters, and 
uniformly surrounded by a stone wall as a 
precaution against surprise. The hamlet 
is often concealed amid the dark green 
groves of towering, cedar-like juniper, of 
which' sombre forests gmce the deep bro- 
ken ravine; and through each rocky chan- 
nel tumbles the foaming cascade, to me- 
ander over the luxuriant pasture, redolent 
of aronaatic herbs. Bees form a portion 
of the wealth of every family, and the 
floWer-ciothed meads^ fostered by an Italiari 
sky,-are covered with them. The same 
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rallj practiced since tbe days of' Virgil, 
are here extant. The same confused 
clamor is raised to induce the swarm to 
r alight ; and the cylindrical hiye having 
beSi rubbed inside with the leaves of odor- 
iferous herbs to entice the wild insects to 
remain, it is suspended under the eaves of 
the hut, and twice during the year robbed 
of the honey. - 

To the performance of the religious rites 
of the pagan, a tree is indispensable, his 
devotions and his sacrifices being invaria- 
bly performed under the shadow of its 
boughs. On the interment of a priest, a 
sycamore or a, coffee-tree, is planted over 
the grave, and held sacred for ever ; while 
on the banks of the Hawash stands the 
venerable .Woda Nuwee,'^ to which the 
tribes flock from far and wide to make 
vows and propitiatory offerings, and to 
recount their exploits in war. Paying 
adoration only to stocks and stones, and 
bending the knee .to none but idols and 
serpents, they here lavish votive oblations 
of butter and honey to secure the favor 
of the deity — hang upon the spreading 
branches the revolting trophies taken from 
their enemies; and performing incanta- 
tions to Sar, the prince of the demons, 
bind around their necks the entrails of the 
slaughtered victini which has yielded aus- 
picious omens. 

Two great annual sacrifices are made 
to the deities Ogli and Ateti, the former 
between June and July, the latter in the 
beginning of September. A number of 
goats having been slain, the liibah, or 
priest, wearing a tuft of long hair on his 
crown, proceeds with a bell in his hand, 
and his brows encircled by a fillet of cop- 
per, to divine from the fat, caul, and en- 
trails, whether or not success will attend 
the warriors in battle. This point deter- 
mined, the assembled multitude, howling 
and screaming like demons, continue to 
surfeit themselves with raw meatj to swal- 
low beer, and to inhale smoke to intoxica- 
tion, until midnight — invoking Wak, the 
Supreme Being, to grant numerous pro- 
geny, lengthened years, apd abundant 
crops, as well as to cause their spears to 
prevail over those of their foes ; and when 
sacrificing to Ateti, the goddess of fecun- 
dity, exclaiming frequently, “Lady, we 
commit ourselves unto thee; stay thou 
with us always.” 

. r The kalicha is the Galla wizard, .conju- 

- . pr, and physimn. :With the putrefying 
- . 4 ^ about his neck, 

A'is ^jalled 

the golden, by the Amhi&ra, an4 a vast she. 


and armed, with a beil and a copper whip, 
his skill in the expulsion of the devil is 
rarely known to fail. A serpent is propi- 
tiated, and the patient rubbed with butter,^ 
fumigated with potent herbs, and exorcia»^y ' 
with frantic howls, a few strokes^^he 
lash being administered until the cure is 
perfected. No Amhara will slay either a 
liibah or a kalicha under any circumstances, 
from a superstitious dread of liis dying 
curse ; and Galla sorceresses are frequent- 
ly called in by the Christians of Shoa, to . 
transfer sickness, or to rid the house of 
evil spirits, by cabalistic incantations, per- 
formed with the blood of ginger-colored 
liens, and red he-goats. 

But among tiie Galla sorcerers and sooth- 
sayers, the Wato, already mentioned as in- 
habiting the mountain Dalacha, toward the 
sources of the Hiiwash, are tlie most uni- 
versally celebrated. Neither pagan nor 
Christian will molest this tribe, from the 
same superstitious apprehension of their 
malediction, and still more from a desire 
to obtain their blessing; while he who re- 
ceives the protection of a Wato, may travel 
with perfect security over every part of the „ 
country inhabited by the Galla. Subsist- 
ing entirely by the chase, they wander from 
lake to lake and from river to river, de- 
stroying the hippopotamus, upon the flesh 
of which animal they chiefly live — whereas 
no other heathen will touch it. Feared 
and respected, and claiming to themselves 
to be the original stock of the Oromo na- 
tion, they deem all other clans unclean 
from having mixed with M'oliammadans 
and Christians ; and refusing on this ac- 
count to intennarry, remain to this day a 
separate and distinct people. 

All barbarians are orators ; and the eu- 
phonous language of the Galla, which 
unfortunately canboavSt of no' written char- 
acter, is admirably adapted fb embellish 
their eloquent and impressive delivery, 
Craflled in the unexplored heights of Ethio- 
pia, many of the customs of these fierce 
illiterate idolaters are closely and remark- 
ably allied to those of the more civilized 
nations of antiquity. Peeking presages, 
like the Romans and Etrurians, in the 
flight of'birds, and in tho entrails of slaugii- 
tered sacrifices — wearing the hair braided 
like the ancient Egyptians, and, like them, 
sleeping with the head supported by a 
wooden crutch — wedding the relict of a 
deceased brother, acc.ording to the Mosaic 
law, and bowing the knee to the old serpent, 
whom they regard as the father of ail man- 
kind — an 'acquaintance with these wild 
invadora suggests to the speculations of 
Curiosity novel proofs of their origin when 
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referred to a common parent ; nor are these 
a Httle enhanced hy the ' existence of a 
^ prophecy, that their hordes are one day 
>to quit the higiilands of their usurpation, 
' f '^4 ^uarch to the east and to the north, 
"'• thal^hey may conquer the inheritance of 
'heir lewish ancestors.” 


CHAPTEE XC Vin. 

i:.NEXPLOIlED COUNTEIES TO THE SOUTH. 

Divided into endless houses, the ina- 
jcrlty of the southern Oromo tribes, who 
Do<ast independence of Shoa, are governed 
by hereditary chieftains; and- it is only 
where the Moslem slave-dealer lias suc- 
cessfully commenced the work of conver- 
sion to the creed promulgated by the pro- 
phet, that this wild heathen race have 
been brought to bow the neck to the yoke 
of kings. Of this Enarea affords a most 
striking example, for there one half of the 
entire population have abandoned idolatry, 
^ wliiie despotism has taken root and flour-. 
ishes under a line of Mohammadan rulers. 

Surrounded on all sides by lofty moun- 
tains, this kingdom embraces an extensive 
plateau of table land, which forms the sep- 
aration of the waters to the north and 
south, and mUvSt be among the most eleva- 
ted regions^^f Africa. Menchilla, stretch- 
ing from east to northwest, is the principal 
range, and a spur to the southwest is 
described a.s joining the so called moun- 
tains of the moon. Saka, the capital,, con- 
, tains from ten to twelve thousand inhabit- 
ants, mixed Pagans and Mohammadans, 
who inhabit houses of a circular form, 
somewhat better constructed than those of 
the Amhai;^. 

Saeed was the son of Ascari, a Moham- 
madan, and liis sister Elikkee wedding a 
Galla, hove a son Tuso. who was brought 
up in heathenism, and conquered Enarea. 
His son -Boko also died a Pagan; but 
Bofo, “the serpent,” who succeeded on 
the jdeath of his father, was converted to 
the Islam faith by Mootar, his uncle, the 
nephew of Elikkee. xlbba Bokibo, the 
present and fourth monarch, is represented 
to be just and merciful, but his ancestors 
were monstrous and relentless tyrants, 
wlio “ caused rivers of blood to flow, and 
slew the people like cows.” xirrayed in 
a^flack mantle of goat’s hair, his majesty 
dispenses justice in the market-place, sit- 
ting on the trunk of a tree with a bullock’s 
hide spread beneath his feet. Saka con- 
tains upward of one thousand moolahs; 


but in the absence of mosques, prayers 
are held at the tomb of Bofo, the first con- 
vert to tile faith. Twice during each, yeaa: 
great military expeditions are undertaken,, 
which rarely extend beyond eight or ten 
days. Every soldier carries a small sup- 
ply of bread, and trusts for further subsist- 
ence to pillage and plunder. Many bloody 
battles are annually fought with the sur- 
rounding tribes, and wide tracts of country 
thus annexed to the royal possessions. 

The Agallo, l^elloo, Betcho, Sudecha, 
.Ciibra, and Nono, are all subject to the 
siippcra, or king, of Enarea, whose sway 
extends to the JSoddo, Metta, and Maleema 
Galla, about the sources of the Hawash, 
which rises in Adda-Berga. Liimnoo, 
whereof the capital is Sobitcha, is a prov- 
ince annexed of old to Enarea ; and Abba 
Bukibo,’ desirous of subjugating Gooderoo, 
and the countries to the north as far as 
the Nile, sent to propose an alliance with 
Dedjasmach Goshoo, the ruler of Gojam. 
“ You sell slaves,” was the reply of the 
Christian potentate, “ and are a ‘Moham- 
madan to boot. It cannot be.” One hun- 
dred horns of civet and fifty female slaves 
which had been se;nt hy the suppera, were" 
nevertheless accepted, and thirty match- 
locks,, with, persons versed in the use of 
fire-arms, were forwarded in return. 

Little sickness of any sort prevails, and 
mendicants, the pest of Abyssinia, are said 
to be^ unknown in the land. The wild vine 
flourishes, and bears abundance of grapes. 
The “gosso” tree, which attains a vast 
height, is covered during the season with 
delicious berries, and is ascended by means 
of the tendrils of the vine bound around 
the stem. Coffee grows wild in every 
wood, to tlie height of eight and ten feet, 
and bends under the load of fruit. A large 
sMnful is purchased for two-pence half- 
penny steriing,and the decoction, prepared 
as in Europe, is invariably presented to the 
stranger, as is an infusion of the “chaat,” 
a coarse species of the tea-plant, which 
there flourishes spontaneously, but is cul- 
tivated in Shoa. 

The civet cat is a native of Enarea, and 
being caught in gins, is kept in the house 
and fed on meat and boiled maize. The 
cages are daily placed before the fire pre- 
paratory to the operation of removing the 
secretion, which is performed with a wood- 
en spoon. A lump about the size of a 
small filbert is yielded at each baking, and 
it forms a considerable article of export. 
Myrrh and frankincense are also produced 
in great .quantities, and are employed in 
religious ceremonies, burnt sacrifices of 
incense being made tothe guardian genius^. 
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Notwithstanding the conversion to Mo- 
hamraadanism of so large a portion of the 
population, sacrifices are still made to 
^ Wak’’ on the festival of Hedar Michael, 
which, together with the Sabbath, is strict- 
ly observed by ail the Galla tribes. ^ The 
Woda tree is at Betcho ; no woman is suf- 
fered to come near it ; and under its sacred 
shade all priests are ordained — even the 
followers of the prophet placing blood 
upon it as a superstitious oblation. Thou- 
sands upon thousands of the heathen hav- 
ing assembled, the lilbali sprinkles over 
the crowd first beer, then an amalgamation 
of unroasted coffee and butter, and, lastly, 
flour and butter mixed in a separate mess., 
A white bull is then slaughtered, and its 
blood scattered abroad to complete the 
ceremonies, which are followed by eating, 
drinking, and drunkenness. 

Zingero, which is visible from the high 
land of Enarea, was, until within the last 
two years, at constant war with the Galla 
states. Jimma and Limmoo uniting, then 
overran the country ; and haring dethroned 
Amno Zermud, the occupant, of the throne, 
annexed the ancient kingdom to the do- 
minions of Abba Bukibo. It is. bounded 
on the south by a great river called the 
Gochob. Anger, the capital, is situated on 
the summit of a very high mountain ; and 
the whole country, which sinks to a much 
lower level, is rich and fertile. 

In days of yore, fourteen kingdoms are 
said to have been tributary to the sovereign 
of Zingero. The succession to the throne 
was determined from among the nobles, 
who, at the demise of the monarch, were 
■wont to assemble in an open field, when ho 
over whose head a bee or a vulture first 
.chanced to fly was elected by the unani- 
mpiis voice of the people. Although no 
pbrtion of the population professes the 
Christianity of Ethiopia, and none of its 
fasts are observed, the rite of circumcision 
is universal, and the Sabbath is respected, 
together with the Abyssinian festivals of 
Kidana Meherat, and St Michael. 

Prior to the conquest of Zingero, no 
male slave was ever sold, a practice which 
is said to have originated in the conduct of 
one of the daughters of the land. A cer- 
tain king of old commanded a man of rank 
to slaughter his wife, her flesh having been 
prescar-ibed by the sorcerers . as the only 
cure for a malady wherewith his majesty 
was gripously afflicted. Returning to his 
house for the puippse of executing the 
royal mandate, the |EOble. found his fair 
partner sleeping, beauty so dis- 

ai^^ed him, that his hand reffi^d to perpe- 
trate the murderous dibd. Eereat the 


despot waxing wroth, directed the lady to 
slay her husband, which she did without 
any remorse or hesitation, and thus brought * 
odium upon the whole sex, who have since 
been considered fit only to become 
and drudges. 

Immediately upon the birtli of a '"male 
child- the mamrm are amputated, from a 
belief that no warrior can possibly be brave 
who possesses them, and that they should 
belong only to women. This fact is fully 
corroborated in the person of the few pris- 
oners of war who reach the kingdom of 
Shoa, Since the overthrow of the ancient 
dynasty, the country has been ravaged for 
slaves by all the surrounding states, but 
few will deign to survive the loss of lib- 
erty ; and suicide is so frequent in captivi- 
ty, that the males are hardly considered 
‘worth the trouble of exporting. 

■ Human sacrifices have ever been, and 
still are, frightfully common in Zingero. 
When exporting slaves from that country, 
the merchant invariably throws the hand- 
somest female captive into the lake Umo, 
in form of a tribute or propitiatory offering 
to the genius of the water. It is the duty , 
of a large portion of the population to bring 
their first-born as a sacrifice to the deity, 
a custom which tradition assigns to the 
advice of the sorcerers. In days of yore it 
is said that the seasons became jumbled. 
There was neither summer nor winter, and 
the fruits of the earth came noU:o maturity. 
Having assembled the magicians, the, king 
commanded them to show how this state 
of things might best be rectified,^ and the 
rebellious seasons be reduced4d order. The 
wise men counselled the cutting down of 
a certain great pillar of iron which stood 
before the gate of the capital, and the stock 
whereof remains to the present time. This 
had the effect desired ; but in orcler to pre- 
vent a relapso into the former chaos of 
confusion, the magi directed that the pillar, 
as well as the footstool of the throne, might 
be annually bathed in human blood; in 
obedience to which a tribute was levied 
upon the first-born, who are immolated 
upon the spot. 

Of the independent Galla tribes lying 
immediately contiguous to Enarea, Goma,. , 
under Abba Rebo, is the principal. This 
king is also a convert to Mohammadanism 
and the life of his father having been sav- 
ed by a vulture, which, according to the 
legend, plucked out the eyes of a host of 
Gentiles by whom the ^royal person was 
assailed, he retains a domesticated bird, 
which, with a tinkling bell around its neck, 
invariably accompanies the army on all 
predatory expeditions. At tlie termination 
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of the first march Abba Rebo with his own 
royal hands slays a white bnll, and if the 
wild vultures of the air join the trained 
bird in the repast, the omens are esteemed 
\j;o be fortunate. 

Mohammadan Galla tribes, those ! 
on tfiJ border especially, are uniformly the 
most sava,ge and barbarous. The Aiaba 
are dire monsters, and more dreaded than 
the wild beasts, whom they far exceed in 
ferocity. The cruelties practiced by the 
chief of the Goma are almost incredibie. 
Offenders are deprived of hands, nose, and 
ears; and their eyes having been seared 
with a hot iron, the mutilated victims are 
paraded through the market-place for the 
ediiication of the populace. The sight of 
all prisoners taken in war is similarly de- 
stroyed ; and a stone having been tied about 
the neck, they are thrown by hundreds in- 
to a river formerly styled Daama, but now 
denominated the Chuba, from a belief that 
its waters are composed solely of human 
biood. It rises in Utter Gudder, where 
is a tributary tribe called Mergo, subsist- 
ing entirely upon the chase of the elephant 
and wild bufialo. In Goma, the Moslem 
faith is universal. Every man is a war- 
rior ; and retaining a number of Shankela 
slaves to cultivate the ground, remains idle 
himself, unless when engaged in war, or in 
the chase. 

The Boono are a republican tribe of 
Pagans, bordering on Enarea, and who, 
acknowledging no king, are governed by 
a council of the elders. Inhabiting lofty 
mountains to which there is only one ac- 
cessible road, strongly fortified by nature 
and by art, none venture to invade this 
commonwealth, while the Boono make 
war \vitli impunity upon all the surround- 
ing clans ; and, from their signal prowess 
in the field, are said to be propitiated even 
by the kii?g. of ’ Enarea. 

Jimina and Mancho are independent 
Galla tribes under Saana, surnamed Abba 
Juftllr, from the title of his war-horse, 
which in Ethiopia is usually assumed by 
the chieftain. From Saka, ,a southerly 
course through tfiese provinces . leads,’ by 
fifteen or twenty easy stages, directly to 
the Gochob, above the cataracts of Bum- 
baro, the neighborhood of which is infest- 
ed banditti, who lie in ambush to kid- 
iiap the unwary. , The "river is crossed by 
means of rafts belonging to the queen of 
Caffa. They are capable each of contain- 
ing from thirty to forty persons, and are 
formed of the trunks of large trees lashed 
togetlier with strips of raw hide, and sur-, 
rounded by high gunwales of the same 
construction — ^ihe helm being a moveable 
'17 . ■■■„, 


spar, unaided by oars or other propelling 
power. 

Caffa is the mountainous peninsula form- 
ed by the junction of the Omo with the 
Gochob. It is an independent country of 
mixed Pagans and Christians, over whom 
presides Balee, the relict of King Hulla- 
loQ. She/ is represented to be a young 
woman of extraordinary energy and abili- 
ty,, very hospitable to the rovers who visit 
her with blue calico, beads, and trinkets, 
in return for which she gives cloth and oth- 
er produce of the country. On the demise 
of her husband she assembled all the gov- 
ernors of the different provinces, and hav- 
ing caused them to be put in irons, pro- 
claimed herself queen. Her only feon Go- 
marra, “ the hippopotamus, .still a youth, 
leads the army into the field ; but she . often 
proceeds with the troops in person, and in- 
variably plans the expedition. Whenso- 
ever she moves abroad, her subjects are 
bound to spread the way with their rai- 
ment ; and as well during the administra- 
tion of justice from behind a screen with 
a small aperture, as. during the public ban- 
quet, drums, fiddles, and flutes play inces- 
I santly. 

I Nyhur, Moyey, Ziggahan, Boora, and 
, Alera, are the principal towns of Caffa; 
, and the entire rugged and mountainous 
country is covered with thick forests, 
which also clothe the banks of tho Gochob, 
affording shelter, to the elephant, the bufia- 
lo, the rhinoceros, 'and other wild beasts, 
in extraordinary numbers. . The river is 
said to take its source in tho distant prov- 
iiices of Bedee Yedee and Goma, and be- 
low the cataracts abounds in hippopotami, 
which are much hunted by the natives. 
Dumbaro, Wurretta, and Tiifftee, as also 
the Golda negroes, who go perfectly naked, 
are tributary to Balee, and pay chiefiy in 
gold obtained ffom the hot valleys . The 
inhabitants of Cafia reverence Frida, y and 
Sunday, as do the Galla, and like them cei- 
l ebfate- the festival of St Michael by a 
I great feast ; but their language which is 
! common, to* Gobo, Tufilee, and Bumbaro, 
is quite distinct from that spoken by the 
Gjaila nation. 

A considerable trade exists with Enarea 
ill slaves and cotton cloths, which latter is 
to be purchased for a piece of salt value 
two pence halfpenny -sterling. Coffee is 
produced in - immense quantities, of. the 
finest quality^ and, tradition points to this 
country. as the first residence plant 
It was spread by the civet over the 
mountains of the Ittoo auif Aroosi Galla, 
where it has flourishcKi^ tor, ages in wild 
profttsioHi -and is thefice said to have been 
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transported five Mmdred years ago by an 
enterprising trader from the opposite coast 
of Arabia. 

Beyond the extensive wilderness which 
bounds Caffa on the south, are the. Doko, 
a pigmy and perfectly wild race, not ex- 
ceeding four feet in height, of a dark olive 
complexion, and in habits even more. closely 
approximated to “the beasts that perish’’ 
than the buslimen of Southern Africa. 
They have neither idols, nor temples, nor 
sacred trees ; but possess a glimmering 
idea of a Supreme Being, to whom in mis- 
fortune — such as any of their relatives 
being slain by the kidnapper — ^they pray 
standing on their heads, with their feet 
resting against a tree: “Fere, if indeed 
thou art, why dost thou suffer us to be 
killed ? We are only eating ants, and ask 
neither food nor raiment. Thou hast. rais- 
ed us up. Why dost thou cast us down ?” 

Many natives of Caffa and Enarea, who 
have visited these pigmies in their native 
wilds, for evil, describe the road from the 
former kingdom to pass through forests 
and mountains, ibr the most part uninhab- 
ited, and swarming with wild beasts, ele- 
phants and buffaloes especially. From 
Bonga, distant about fifty or sixty miles, it 
is ten days’ journey to Tufflee, the Omo 
river being crossed midway by a rude 
wooden bridge, sixty yards in breadth. 
Seven easy stages beyond Tufitee is Koo- 
ioo, whence the Boko country may be 
reached in one daiy. The climate is warm 
and the seasons extremely wet, the rains 
commencing in May, and continuing with- 
out the slightest intermission until Feb- 
ruary, 

The country inhabited by the Boko is 
clothed with a dense forest of bamboo, in 
the depths of which the people construct 
their rude wigwams of bent canes and 
grass. They have no king, no laws, no 
arts, no arms ; possess neither flocks nor 
herds ; are not Imnters, do not cultivate the 
soil, but subsist entirely upon fruits, roots, 
mice, serpents, reptiles, ants, and honey— 
bofth of which latter they lick like the bear 
i^opa off their arms and hands, , They be- 
guile serpents by whistling, and having 
tom then^ piecemeal with their long nails, 
devour them raw ; hut although the forests 
abound with elephants, buffaloes, lions, and 
leopards, they have no means of destroying 
or entrapping them. A large tree called 
Loko h found, among many other species, 
attaining extraordinary height, the roots 
of which, wh^n scraped, are red, and serve 
ibr food. The .iaid • are the 
principal Iruits ; women 

as well as men ascend mon- 


keys, and In their quarrels and scjmmhiei 
not unfrequently throw each other down 
from the branches. 

Both sexes go perfectly naked, and have ' / 
thick pouting lips, diminutive eyes, and f ' 
fiat noses. The hair is not woolly, and vf 
the females reaches to the shoulders 
men have no beard.' The nails, never pared, 
grow both on the hands and feet like eagle’s 
; talons, and " are employed' in digging for 
ants. The people are ignorant of the use ' 
of fire. They perforate the ears in infancy 
with a pointed bamboo, so as to leave no- 
thing '^ave the external cartilage, but they 
neither tattoo nor pierce the nose ; and the 
'only prnament worn is' a .necklace:' coin- 
posed of the spinal proces,s of a serpent. ' 

Prolific, and breeding like wiMtbeasts,'', 
the redundant population forms the wealth 
of the dealer in human flesh. Great an- 
nual slave hunts are undertaken from Dum- 
baro, Cafia, and Kooloo; and the dense 
forests of bamboo, the creaking of which is 
represented to be loud and incessant, often 
prove the scene of fierce and bloody strug- 
gles between rival tribes. Wide* tracts 
having been encircled, the band of rovers, 
converging, impel the denizens to the cen- * 
tre . Holding a gay cloth before their per- 
sons, they dance and sing in a peculiar 
manner ; and the defenceless pigmies, 
aware from sad experience tfiat all who at- 
tempt to escape will be ruthlessly hunted 
down, and perhaps slain, tamely approach, 
and suffer themselves to be blindfolded. 

One hundred merchants can thus kid- . 
nap a thousand Bokos ; and aithougli long 
prone to their old habits of digging for ants, 
and searching for mice, serpents, or lizards, 
the captives rarely attempt to escape. 
Their docility and usefulness, added to very 
limited wants, rendering them in high de- 
mand, none are ever sold out of the boon- 
tries bordering on the Gochobj^ind none 
therefore find their way to Slioa. 

.The foregoing particulars have been 
embodied from the concurrent testimony 
of numerous individuals of various tribes, 
ages, and religions^ who, have .either visit- 
ed or were liafivesnf the. countries referred 
to, and . who, , after attaining to nianhood, 
had been borne away in slavery. Together 
witlf their own language they retained a 
perfect recollection of the land of their 
birth, and of all that had befallen them 
since the loss of liberty^ — a loss by piany 
dated from a very recent period, and which 
had resulted either from the lawless vio- 
lence of the freebooter, or from the unre- 
strained cupidity of mex'cenary relatives, 

^ Agteeing in every respect with the. typo 
of Herodotus, the Boko are unquestionably 
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the pigmies of the ancients, wlio describe 
tiiein as found only in tropical Africa ; and 
k i-s a curious fact, and one well worthy of 
observation, that the people of Gafta repre- 
' their forefather Boogazee to have is- 
sued from a cave in a forest— -a tradition 
whicii cannot fail to call to mind the Trog- 
lodytes, whO; ate also mentioned by the 
father of history as being inhabitants of 
this Bortion of the African continent. 


CHAPTER XCIX. 

THE inVEn , GOCHOB. ’ ' ' 

An inspection of the map will show on 
t.lie eastern coast ' an extensive hiatus, 
'wiiicii from/, the scanty reports that have 
been gleaned is most certainly studded with 
high mountains, and ..drained by niimfirous 
and powerful rivers; but no details have 
'hitherto' been -obtained that justified the 
laying down of either with any geograph- 
ical accuracy. , The first accounts of ' tlie 
' existence in central Africa of a great river 
were brought to Etearclms, king of the 
Oasis of Ammon, by certain youths of the 
Xassamonians, wdio, as related by Plerodo- 
tus, had been deputed to explore her sol- 
itudes. A.fter a journey of many days they 
were* seized and carried into captivity by 
some men of dwarfish statme, who con- 
ducted them over marshy -gTounds, to a ■ 
‘ city, in which ail the inhabitants were of 
■die same diminutive appearance, and of a 
black color. This city was w-ashed by a 
great river, now ascertained to be the Ni- 
'ger, which flowed from west to, east, and 
'ibmioded in crocodiles.” 

.... , The eaidy Arabian^ geographers “ speci- 
fically^menlioii large rivers descending from 
the higli ^•noiudain land to the southward 
of tl'ie blue river, and flowing to the Indian 
ocean ; and it is a curious tact, that they 
. .designate one of these 'Hlie Elver, of Pig- 
niies.” The. Portuguese "wore ■ the next 
Wiio spoke of- this stream, upward of two 
centufies ago ; and mom the liiglilands of 
Abyssinia a clue to its origin anti course 
has i\ow been obtained, which will serve 
in a great measure to supply the existing 
lisficiencies, and to cover 'the wide space 
of hncogniJa m EasteiTx Africa north 
o.t, the equator. Tlie. Gochob -is. described 
1*0 rise in the great central lidge which is 
■knmvo to divide the waters that discharge 
Iheoiselves _east into the 'Iiidiaii OcetSi, 
from those that flow west into tlie-Bahr el ^ 
AMad'i, and more southerly into tlie Atlan- 
tic. -Spreading into a lake, and bearing oh 
its bosom a iroMe body of water,' it is Joined 


fifteen days’ journey south of Endrea by 
the Omo, a large tributary which rises be- 
yond Tufftee in Susa Maketch — a fountain 
or jet of water playing the height of a .spear 
shaft. Half a day’s journey below the point 
of Junction, the united volume rolls over a 
stupendojis cataract called Dumbaro, the 
roar of which can be heard many miles, 
whence pursuing its course to the south- 
east, it forms the southern limit of Zingero, 
and finally disembogues into the sea. 

There seems every reason to believe that 
the Gochob must be identical with the Kib- 
bee of the best extant maps, described to be 
a very large river coming from the north- 
ivest, and entering, the sea near the, town 
of Juba, immediately under the equator* 
If not the Kibbee, It must be the Quili- 
maiicy, which disembogues by several es- 
tuaries between Patta and Maliiida, four 
degrees farther to the south; but the ac- 
counts of the latter, so far as it is known 
in its lower course, authorize the adoption 
of the first hypothesis. 

The general course of the Nile to the 
north, and. of the Kibbee to the south, are 
said to have been well known to the Egyp- 
tians three' thousand years ago. The sa- 
cristan of the temple of Minerva in Thebes 
told Herodotus that half the waters of the 
lather of rivers ran to the north, and the 
other half to tlie south, and that they were 
produced by the tropical rains. The cur- 
rents experienced in five degrees north of 
the equator, in the vicinity of the coast, 
confirm the opinion of a great river rolling 
a vast volume of water into the eastern 
ocean. At their height during the preva- 
lence of the monsoon in August and Sep- 
tember, they are Imown to sweep a vessel 
along at the rate of one hundred and twenty 
miles a day, frequently exposing the inex- 
perienced navigator to the chance of ship- 
wreck on Socotra, whereas beforo and 
after the tropical rains the' current is 
scarcely •'•■■perceptibie. Were ’•this,4aiised 
by the monsoon, it ■would prewe’f' equally 
over, these latitudes duringpfie influence 
of the .southwesterly wind^ ; Jurt the fact 
remains,, that it is felt on^'ofi’the coasf in 
about five degrees latitude, ■ at the 
period alone wheii' m’-st be swol- 

len with the voluri>^f water gaPaerecl fcom 
'the ■ highest rnoM'tam ' land in the interior. 

Seyond Z;kfgero, and considerably lower 
dbwji the /roat river, is the kingdom of 
Koocha, ,5^mh: is described to. be- hot, and 
suhjeetd^e annual rains of two months’ du*- 
ratioii. " It extends on both ’ sides,, with a 
niunerous population inhabiting many large 
towns, of which Laadc, ^eyio, UmpbOg 
Jelia^ Gultaj Aara, and Wunjb, all on the 


p,,.. 
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northern bank, are the principal. The 
houses are conical, and constructed of mua 
and bamboos, which tliere grow abundantly. 
All the nation are Galla, with features 
strictly those of the Negro, and their king 
is Bosha, the son of Laa^e, surnamed from 
the title of his war steed, Abba Wabotoo, 

I am he who seizes.” 

In addition to the two umbrellas of state, 
the oite composed of blue, and the other of - 
crimson, his majesty is distinguished by a 
shield covered with massive gold, and by 
many ornaments of the same precious 
metal on his person. The costume of all 
classes consists of party-colored raiment — 
red, blue, and white, being mingled togeth- 
er in profusion. Large pevrter ear-rings 
are worn by the males;, and by the females, 
whose hair is braided in long ringlets, sil- 
ver amulets, anklets, and bracelets. Both 
sexes are great equestrians" The saddles 
are covered with red imported leather, and 
the horses and mules are large and ’abun- 
dant. Cultivation in every description of. 
tropical grain is universal ; lioney abounds 
in every quarter, and beer and' bydromel 
are manufactured by all. 

Spices, odoriferous woods, and aromatic 
herbs, tea, coifee, oranges, nutmeg, and 
ginger, are exceedingly plentiful. Pre- 
cious stones are also found, and bartered , 
to the white men, who, wearing shoes, I 
trowsers, and hats, and having yellow hair, | 
come with their merchandise in rowing- 
boats thirty days from the sea. .They 
bring blue calico, chintz, pepper, tobacco, 
copper, cutlery, and “ fire water,” and re- 
ceive in exchange slaves, ivory, spices, 
and gold, which latter is -brought in large 
quantities from Douro. 

Slaves being in great demand, and their' 
acquisition extremely lucrative, Bosha is 
at perpetual war with all the surrounding 
tribes, save during the annual rains. The 
Dannagem, and the Danna-Qorkeshool 
Galla, are attacked, every year, as are also 
the Malee Galla, a people armed with bows 
and arrows, who dig pits, throw up bam- 
boo stockades, and place pointed stakes in 
the ground to anacy the cavalry of Koocha, 
whose hotses bein^- kept in the house all 
the year round, an^ abundantly fed, are 
very superior. Murdc^ters are . puniBhed 
according as they have dealt with their 
^victim — one of two ot more spear wounds 
or blows with the sword being inflicted by 
the nearest relative of the deceased-— but 
all thieves, delinquents, and poot people, 
are sold to the white traders, and immense 
■ numbers of slaves of bothkexes are brought 
down by the Douro Gall^ in rafts with high 
..gunwales, containing sixor ei^t’persons, 


The great river, which in this kingdom 
is supplied by two large tributaries— the 
Toreech, rising in the country of the Ga- J 
ma Gobo, and the Teeto, coming from the .'7 
Ara Galla — is the medium of all trade. 
is very broad, and save during the rainy 
season has little perceptible motion. * The 
volume of water is always large, and 
comes from a, great distance inland. Hip- 
popotami and elephants abound ; and the 
gimjdh^ or tree tiger, which infests the 
borders, is greatly feared for its ferocity, 
and prized for the beauty of its skin. Na- 
tive crafts reach the sea in fifteen days, 
and ivory, slaves, coffee, and a variety of 
other merchandise, are constantly brought 
on rafts by the tribes, higiier up ; but the 
white people never go beyond Koocha, 
neither do the interior tribes, pass down to 
tiie.'sea. 

The Gochob, of which the discovery 
promises important accessions in a geo- 
graphical as well as in a commercial point 
of view, may' be conjectured the “ Barga- 
mo,” or great water, from beyond which 
the Galla describe their hordes to have 
poured,. when they invaded Abyssinia, after 
-being driven from the vast unexplored in- 
terior by the centrifugal force yet unex- 
plained. Like the barbarous nations who 
were made the weapons of Divine chas- 
tisement upon the corrupted empire of 
Rome, they also brought darkness and ig- 
norance in their train, but were unable to 
eradicate the true religion. Throughout 
the regions included between the Nile, the 
Hawash, and the Gochob, which may pro- 
perly be termed Galla, none but their own 
tongue is spoken; whereas to the south 
of the last-named river, the intruding 
population have lost their language, and 
become gradually incorporated * with the 
aboriginal possessors of the soil. What- 
ever may be the ‘ true magnitfude of the 
river, it is clearly navigated to a consider- 
able extent by a white people, whb reap a 
lucrative haiwest while draining the coun- 
try of its population, by a traffic which, 
must refiect the blackest disgrace upon . 
the name of any civilized peorde, and is 
here not rendered the less infamous bjj 
the fact, that many of their purchases are 
Christians! 


. . . CHAPTER C.. 

EXISTING- CHPJSTIAN EEMIiTANTS. 

On both sides of the river Gochob, there ■ 
exists in various quarters, isolated com- 
! munities professing the Christianity of Ethi- 
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opia, who for a long* period of years have 
successfully held their position amon^ the 
mountain fastnesses in the very heart of 
the now Pagan and Moharamadan country. 
One of the most remarkable of these seats 
is in the lake Xocai,"^' where in the church 
of Emanuel ate deposited the holy , arks, 
iimbrellas, drums, gold and silver chaii's, 
and other furniture belonging to all the sa- 
cred edifices of Southern Abyssinia which, 
with numerous manuscripts no longer ex- 
tent, were here deposited by Nebla Den- 
gel at the period of Graan' s invasion. 

Five rivers empty theinselves into this 
lake. It is described to , be a noble sheet 
of water teeming with hippopotami, which 
frequently destroy the frail bamboo rafts 
employed in maintaining communication 
between the shore and the Five Isknds..f 
These are covered with lofty trees, and 
contain upward of three thousand Chris- 
tian houses, constructed of lime and stone. 
In religion the population are said by the 
clergy of Shoa to have sadly degenerated ; 
but although destitute of priests, the 
churches ai'e preserved inviolate, and 
monks and monasteries abound. 

In Gur%u^, the population are almost 
exclusively Christian. Twelve isolated 
churches,’ previously unheard. of, were dis- 
covered a few years since,, on the conquest 
of Yeya by Sahela Selassie ; and between 
Garro and Metcha, where the forest com- 
mences in the south' of Shoa, is a small 
tract peopled by Christians, who reside en- 
tirely in caves among the mountains, as a 
measure of security against , the heathen, ; 
by whom they are compassed in on every 
side.;" ' 

Eight days’ journey from Aimellele on 
the frontier of Guragu^, is Cambat, a 
small mountainous province, lying due east 
of Zingero. With the' exception of a few 
Mohammadan rovers, this independent 
state is inhabited solely by Christians, who 
have fifteen churches, and numerous mon- 
asteries, but, like the people of Zooai, are 
without priests. The capital, Karempza, 
is constructed on the summit of a lofty hill, , 
of the same name, and De'goyey, the king, 
who is extremely advanced in. years, is 
represented as a just and upright ruler, 
very^ hospitable to strangers, and a great 
y/arrior., But between Aimellele, which 
is a dependency of Sahela Selassie, add 
Cambat, the road passes through the Adeea 
and Alaba Galla, the latter governed by a 

^ Called JLvJd in the Galla language, and in that of 

t Tndduchu, Debra Tehoon, Debra Seena, Guragi, 
wd Amshoot. 


queen, whose notorious treachery renders 
the passage unsafe. 

Wollamo is another Christian province 
under an independent sovereign, lying be- 
low Cambat, to the southeastward of Zin- 
gero, and at constant war with both these 
states. The country is extremely moun- 
tainous, and the inhabitants, who are pur- 
chased for twenty pieces of salt, and fre- 
quently brought by the slave-dealers to 
Shoa, are of a fair complexion, and speak a 
distmct language. Wbfana is the capital, 
and the province is watered by a consider- 
able river termed the Oqma — the surround- 
ing tribes -be ing the Koplioo, W or adda, 
Assoo, and Jimma. Eight days’ journey be- 
yond Zingero is the country of Mager, the 
king of which, by name Degaie, is repre- 
sented to' be a very powerful monarch. 
Korchassie, which is famous for the' great 
river Wabi, is peopled by Christians, as is 
Sidama also, and both are surrounded on 
all sides by the heathen. 

* But of all the isolated remnants of the 
ancient Ethropic empire to the south of 
Abyssinia, Susa would appear to be the 
most important and the most powerful. 
This kingdom is situated beyond Cafiii, and 
extends to tlie-. head of the Gitche, which 
rises in . Chara-Nara, and is one of the 
principal sources of the Gochob. The 
rains are' violent during three months of 
the year, and the climate is excessively 
cold, the elevation being much greater 
than that of Shoa, while beyond are moun- 
tains which seeni to touch the skies, and 
are cdvered with perpetual snow.” 

Sngga Surroo was king over Susa. He 
was , a Pagan but wore a “mateb,” as 
many of the heathen tribes are wont to do. 
Hoti and Beddoo were his sons ; and on 
his death-bed he bequeatlied tlie sceptre to 
the former, who, after a reign of ten years 
marked by the most galling tyranny, was 
deposed by the people, and Beddoo eleva- 
ted to the throne.' Turning his attention 
to Christianity, which had greatly degen- 
erated, he revived the custom of bathing 
thd holy cross on Christmas-day, in the 
river Gitche, where all the surrounding 
Galla tribes perform the same ceremony 
without allowing why. 

. Hoti was exiled in Goma ; and having 
contrived to raise" three hundred cavalry, 
he set out to recover his throne ; but was 
pursued and slain by Abba Eebo. Beddoo 
is brother to Balee, the queen of Cai^ ; 
and it is/ how six years since he gave his 
daughter Shash in marriage to the king of 
Enarea, through whose country a constant 
traffic has since been carried on with 
Northern Abyssinia-r-nurabers of muskets. 
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and matchlocks being annually imported, 
and excliang-ed for civet, ivory, gold-dust' 
liorses, and slaves. . ^ '■ 

The road being thus opened, the priests 
proceeded to Gondar to the patriarch of the 
Abyssinian church, who blew the breath 
of the I-Joly Ghost into a leathern ba<r 
which was safely conveyed back to Susa’ 
and hung up in the cathedral. Ecclesi- 
astics in great numbers have been since 
ordained by the process of opening this 
bag, and causing a puff to pass across his 
face. They are distinguished by antique 
robes and silver mitres, and the churches 
and religious observances would appear to 
be similar in every respect to those of 
Shoa. 

The king of Susa is described as a tall 
fair, and very handsome man of five-and- 
thirty, without beard or mustaches, and 
wearing the hair in the bushy wi^-like 
form ot the Amhara. He carries state 
umbrellas of yellow silk, surmounted bv 
golden globes, wears a sword with a mas- ' 
sive golden scabbard, and bears- a shield 
decorated with radii and crosses of the 
pure metal. The government is not des- 
potic. ISio subject can be put to death un- 
less condemned by the judges. Property 
3s free ; and there is no resti-iction upon 
dress spe in the article of gold, to wear 
the exclusive privilege of royalty 
^Bonga is the principal town and capitai 
Oi feusa ; and there the king principally 
^pdes, m a stone house of two stories 
His queen is Meytee, but he has besides 
concubines as numerous as the hairs of 

head.”^ The banqueting hall is a lonff 
building similar to those of Sdheia Selas-’ 
me, and it is the scene of similar revels. 
H^I Westy presides daily at the feast, but 
13, concealed from the gaze of his carous- 
ing subjects by an intervening curtain, 
while the deck agafari, styled « Gubbiir- 
chu, acts as the master of ceremonies. 

1 ubhc audience is daily given, when the 
decisions ol the judges are confirmed or 
annulled from a raised throne of solid gold 
concealed by velvet draperies. 

much greater ex- 
tent than fehoa, but in maimers and cus- 
toms nearly shnilar. The monar<* is ap- 
proached with shoulders bared, and thSe 
prosteationa to the earth.' On the festi^l 
ot Maskal an annual review takes place at 
Bumetta. Oxen are then slain for tire 
soldiery, and each warrior-receives a jar 
of beer irorn the royal cellars. The herid 
then proclaims the approaching , expedition 
to the sound of the raigareu. The fofav' 
resembles that of the. Amhara rabblelthe 
same lack ot discipline on the march— thfe 


same band of flutes and kettledrums— the 
same female culinary establishment The 
■wamors are similarly armed, and adopt the 
green sprig of asparagus in token of deeds 
01 Wood ; and the only existing difference 
would appear to be, that tiie booty captured 
ai war is not monopolized by the crown. 

Tribute is paid^ to Beddoo "by. the chiefs 
oi many surrounding countries, and priii. 
cipally by Shankelas with tattooed breasts. 
,iie annually extends his dominions . bjnnuiv, 
derous hiroads, directed chiefly against ..the 
feooroo, a tribe of naked negroes inliabitinff 
the wild valleys of Sasa. „ The Gumroo,| 
Wild people clothed in hides, , and rich in 
nocks and herds, are also fi’equently in- 
vaded, and hundreds swept into captivity. 
Xhe chief mountain .ranges of Susa, nre-. 
Decha, Godo, and Saad'ee ; and the princi- 
pal rivers are the Gitche, Cheso, and Adiyo. 
Barge, slave' caravans pass througli "the-',, 
lealm at all seasons irom the most remote 
parts of the interior, the Mohammadan ro- 
vers being frequently absent from one to 
two years. 

The costume^ of the maie portion of the 
population consists of a robe of striped red 
and blue cotton in alternate bands, with 
tight trowsers and a loose kilt of the same 
colors and material. The hair is worn eu 
^'goferi/' as in Slioa, unless after the 
slaughter of a foe, when it is braided hi 
long tresses like the ancient' Egyptians. 
Oopper and ivory bracelets decorate the' 
successful warrior ; and a ring of silver m 
worn in the ear by those who have slain 
tile giant among mammalia; 

T he females are dcstwibed as being fairer 
and more comely than their frail sisters of 
fehoa. They wear red and bine striped 
trowsers, reaching mid-leg, with a loose 
shift and a robe, also party-colored, tlie for- 
mer inclosed by a zone of beads. The 
hair is dressed, like that of the AmTidra, ill 
the shape of a bee-hive, with minute rows 
ot elaborate curls ; but the odor of rancid 
butter with which these are clotted is some- 
what alleviated b}’- the liberal apDlicatiu^n 
01 oil of cloves. 

Marriage is celebrated without the In- 
tervention of tile priesthood, and polycj’amy 
is^ universally exercised at the discietion 
oi the man according to his worldly sub- 
stance. The contracting parlies simply 
pledge fidelity, and in event of subsequent 
separation, the lady carries off her portion. 
Every-hoiise possesses its slaves ; but those 
both of king and subject are permitted to 
^vork for themselves one day out of the 
occupation is interdicted on 
the Sabbath, as well as on the festivals of 
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Gabriel, Michael, and Georgis, which are rected, could be made to check the rapid 
the only saints’ days observed in Susa. spread of Iskmism, instead of fostering the 
The language spoken is quite distinct traffic in human beings. The extensive 
from that of the Galla, from the Amharic, wilderness beyond Susa may be concluded 
■and from the ancient Geez or Ethiopic. to form the barrier between the unfruitful 
It possesses a written character.^ The land ofNigritiaandthe fairprovincesoc- 
houses are constructed upon a circular copying the most elevated regions of Afri- 
plan of wattle and thatch. All classes are ca. Seneca relates that two centurions, 
warriors, well mounted, and frequently en- who were sent by Nero Cssar to explore 
gaged in the chase— large packs of dogs the head of the Nile were recommended by 
being kept for the purpose of hunting the the king of Ethiopia to the nearest kings 
rhinoceros, buffalo, elephant, lion, leopard, beyond ; and that after a long journey they 
giraffe, zebra, and ostrich, which with many came « even unto the further countries, to 
other animals new to natural history are immense morasses, the end of which nei» 
said to abound. Bridies are manufactured ther the natives themselves did know, nor 
of the skin of the hippopotamus, with which anybody else may hope to hnd” 
the rivers teem, and numbers of thein are 

. slain by: the .wandering Wato;' ‘ ' 

Raw flesh, eaten with pepper, butter, 
and wheaten bread, forms tlm principal .dk^^^ r^r 

Edible fruits are abundant Citrons, nut- ^ 

megs, ginger, coffee, and tea, grow wild the conveksion of Ethiopia. 
over the whole country. The two latter t Au ooa x*. At t t 
are taken by the Christians of Susa, as is « ^ar 330 after the birth of our 

also snuff; but tobacco is not inhaled. Meropras, a merchant of Tyre, 

The grape vine is indigenous and exten- . undertaken a commercial voyage 
siyely cultivated ; and the Outoo, the Gond- H landed on the coast of Ethiopia^ 
weiyo, and the Goddo, are described as aro- '^oere he 'was mumered by the barbarians, 
matic trees, of which the flowers, possess- Frumentius and Edesius^ 
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aim wneaieiiDreaa, lorms me principal aiet. r<T 

Edible fruits are abundant Citrons, nut- ^ 

megs, ginger, coffee, and tea, grow wild the conveksion of Ethiopia. 
over the whole country. The two latter t Au ooa x*. At t- t 
are taken by the Christians of Susa, as is « ^ar 330 after the birth of our 

also snuff; but tobacco is not inhaled. Meropras, a merchant of Tyre, 

The grape vine is indigenous and exten- . y*^ undertaken a commercial voyage 
siyely cultivated ; and the Outoo, the Gond- H I^^uia, landed on the coast of Ethiopia^ 
weiyo, and the Goddo, are described as aro- '^oere he 'was mumered by the barbarians, 
matic trees, of which the flowers, possess- f j Frumentius and Edesius, 

ing the richest perfume, are dried, pulver- ■ ^®VOut men, being made prisoners, 

' ized, and amalgamated with civet — ^the cats before the emperor, 

producing which are kept iii every house, abilities, the information, and the 
fed on raw beef, and placed before the fire, P®?ceable demeanor of the brothers, soon 
as in Enarea. gamed not only their release, hut high office 

A^mong the manifold superstitions of the living in the fuH confi- 

people of Susa, a new knife, before beincp the monarch until his decease, 

used for cutting meat, must be blown upon subsequently under the protection of 
by the priest. Witchcraft has a firm hold the queen-mo^er, the good will of the en- 
upon every mind; and many a luckless tire nation quickly succeeded. The work 
worker in iron is with his whole family eonversion was commenc^^ and pro- 
condemned to be burnt alive in his house seeding with wonderful rapidity and suc- 
as an atonement for evil deeds. Theft is .^^ss, a thriving branch was shortly added 
punished by sewing up the culprit in a to the great Eastern church, 
green hid?i,\vhen he is suspended by the the , happy tidmgs, Frumentius 

heels in the market-place, with the stolen ^ Alexandria, and was received 

property about his neck,. until the contrac- ^Y'th open .arms by die patriarch Athana- 
■don of the drying skin at length puts a consecm.. 

period to' his suflerino’s-— a refinement this ted tpe first bishop of Ethiopia, a relation 
upon the cruelty of tfe Emneror Maximin. ^as thus happfly commenced with Egypt,- 
Making due allowance for the supersti- )™ch has remained firm and friendly to 
■don and geographical ignorance of the va- day, and throughout fi.fteeE 

rioiis natives from whom the foreo'oing par- ^®pturies 1ms bertowed upon a Coptish 
ticulars have been collected, tlm fullest Pl’i^^t tlie higii officAof 
credit may be accorded— minute cross- ^t^ the Ethiopic church. , 
examinations of individuals who could have ^ tin kis return to the countiy of his hopes, 
held no previous commimlcation with each ^^’nmentius found that the spark of life 
other having corroborated every point. It ^ i spread rapidly throughout the gloomy 
is important to know that the Gochob, in its la-nd. Baptism was insti« 

upper course, is occupied bv so powerful a tuted,Meacons and presbyters appointed, 
Christian people, whose sovereio-n exer- erected, and a firm, foundation 

cises over the destinies of the suiTounding whereon to establish the Christian ra- 
Gentiles to influence #hich, if properly dit 1 ^ Ake.'V‘ Our Father.” ' 


the highlands of ETHIOPIA. 

1- • * AW-^^inia Frumentiiis was de- icliarge, now nearly isolated from the remain- 

ligion m a favored ' niche in der of the world, rested lor the next ten cen- 

her church history, and, un- turies a sealed book to Miropean history, ^ 
fT i f t1p of‘‘Salama,”ibrmed^^te preserving her independence irom all for- ^ 
fpTt of iSphisetoall the sacred poets eign yoke, and gmrdmg m safety 
jecto - of that faith, which she bad inherited from 

ot Ethiopia. _ ^ • Sahffl her fathers. \ 

■‘Hail him wit\ttorm«e ofJoy.ste|pra^^ The reign of the asceticB succeeded to 

Idutf thwe‘hi®Vod hinds hiring the pure torch of ^f disputation, and men lacerated their 
the Gospel, . I vjs enlishtened bodies, and lived in holes and caves of the 
tart"’ " earth like wild beasts. Tekla Haimanot 

^ f’pnturv ^nriegts and Eustathius were the great founders of 

During- the f,® f„i Sanctity monkery iil the land. An angel announced 

and apostles, men ^ an'narts' of 'the birth of one, and, the other floated over 
flocked- into the “Su^'the sea, home In safety amid the folds of 

the Bast, and “““ *®.®°Jf‘’ davs- ^is leathern garment. Miracles still con- 

are related in i , the storms tihued to be occasionally performed. Sanc- 

Mountains were ^ tity was further enhanced by mortification 

, 01 the “Sry ®'-‘%k^adder and &e of the flesh, and austerity of life was highly 
pication ot the , ^^n^grfoot, and pmised and followed by the admiring mob. 
basilisk thatthe The original discipline, of the anchorite 

sandal of the continually girt about the loins with heavy 

Stained by ^ -i - fiarned like chains, or to remain for days immersed m 

dead— the fin^ his lion * tbe cold mountain stream — to recline upon 

■“M' S5SS SSTiid “SSSS at togth 

of mbtl. 5'5"“d‘,d md 5ntacforS““nltirmd°llto4to 

5rw"ri. “l .,P«M t. took 

apeculatue ineori s S y corruption and pumsh.wnovation or trans- 

and the P„ satisfactorily de- gression, the asperities of the jnoimstic life 

knotty Adam reSd hi gradual!; softened down. TheEtcheguC*- 

Ssf hSle to fattSid X&er in leferred the- comforts of a settled abode to 
his nresent state he held dominion over wearisome tours and visitations, .Fur- 
ms prese ^ tlier immunities were granted to all loving 

Infryear 481 , the celebrated council a life of ease and spiritual licens^^^^ and the 
of GHalcedon I'o'hted up the torch of mis- commonwea,lth had to deploie the loss of 
nnderstandincr .Regarding the two nations a large portion of her subjects who nei to 
of Christ. tTio Eastern church split and contributed tax, nor assisted in militaiy 
’sip'Tva rated ill mortal lend, and the Saracen service. , r 

Sed upon Egypt, rent and wasted by ^ Thus conv^erted _at the w dawn of 
liscord and distraction. The Abyssinians, Chnstianity, Ethiopiaspreadher ™w reli- 
denouncing the council a meeting of fools, gmn deep into the recesses of heathen 

concS in the opinion of . the Atoan- Africa. Extending her wide empire on 
driaii natr'arcli * The faith of the Mono- every side, the praise ot the Redeemer soon 
nhvsite was declared to be the one only arose from the wildest valleys^and the most 
tone and orthodox, and the banished Dios- secluded mountains. From the great river 
efirus received all the houors of a martyr. 

“Tliekingsof the earth divided the unity of God and erected ill every convenient spot; 

Sin" praises to the martyr who. laughed their religion and the blue badge of nominal Chlistianity 
to scorn. , , , ... encircled the necks of an ignorant rauiti- 

^'Sou’iri^btiTd indignity, they plucked out his rebellions arOSe, 

Yea, and tcHe die Veeth from his venerable face, _ ^ and scllisms and sects fill Up the archives 

But in heaven a halo of honor shaU encircle Dioscd- Centuries with all. the uninteresting 

^ precision of more civilized countries. But 

But during the ensuing oppressions and church flourished ; the patriarch 

enactions of the Moslem, the successors of regularly received from Alexandria,, 

St Mark could barely letain his own exist- — ^ ^ 

enoe in Egypt ; and- Ethiopia, his remote * Grand prior of ali the monasteries in Ethiopia. 
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and a long list of ninety-five aboons fiows 
quietly through the dull pages of Abyssin- 
ian record, from the time of Frumentius : 
the First, until the days of the venerable 
Simeon, who, while gallantly defending thfe 
faith of his fathers, was barbarously mur- 
dered by the European partisans of the 
Italian Jesuit. ■ '■ : "■ 

The rise of the Mohaminadan power in 
Arabia, and the rapid spread of Islamism, 
first circumscribed the limits of the empire, 
and begirt it round with foes. But although 
the nation was now called upon to repel 
the fierce assaults both of the heathen and 
of the fanatic followers of the false pro- 
phet, the measure of her oppression was 
not filled until the cup had been deeply 
drained of the converting zeal of European 
priesthood. The usual horrors attendant 
upon religious war tvas then painfully un- 
dergone, and the blood of her children was 
unsparingly poured out. Nearest and dear- 
est relatives rallied under opposite stand- 
ards ; and the same cry of destruction ran 
from either host, “ The fflory of the true 
faith.” 

The zeal of the Jesuit has seldom been 
displayed in more glowing color's, or in 
more decided defeat, than in the attempts 
so perseveringly made to dravr within the 
meshes of tlie net the remote church of 
Ethiopia. And although the means em- 
ployed are to be justly condemned, still that 
ardor must be the theme of the high praise 
of all, which impelled old men and young 
to dare the difficulties and the dangers of 
a rude uncivilized land, with exposure to 
the prejudices of a people as bigoted as 
themselves in the cause of their religion. 

But the wily system of establishing rival 
orders and, monasteries of mortification — 
of snapping asunder domestic ties, and of 
collecting together bands of discontented 
enthusiasts — well served the interests of 
the Catholic faith ; and there were always 
to be found obedient servants to bear in- 
structions to the farthest corners of the 
earth ; men who relinquished few comforts 
or enjoyments on quitting their austere 
cells, who were prepared at all hazards, 
and in all mannei’s. to carry into execution 
the will of their superiors, and who gloried 
in* the alternative of erecting an eternal 
fabric in honor of their order, or of obtain- 
ing the resplendent crown of martyrdom. 

The custom of ages had however struck 
too deeply into the heart of the Abyssinian. 
The power of the officiating clergy was 
paramount in the land. All the passions 
and the prejudices of the multitude were 
too firmly enlisted in the cause of ancient 
belief ; and degraded as was the Christian- 


ity of the country, its forms and tenets 
were not more absurd, and not less perti- 
naciously supported, than those Romish 
innovations which were so fiercely, though 
so ineffectually, attempted. ^ 

The soft wily speech and the thunder of 
excommunication were alike disregarded. 
Treachery and force were both tried and 
found equally unavailing. Blood Sowed 
for a season like the swollen torrent, and 
the sound of wailing was heard from the 
palace to the peasant’s hut ; but the storm 
expended itself, and finally passed away 5 
and after the struggle of a centur}^, the 
discomfited monks relinquished their at- 
tempts upon the church of the Monophy- 
site, without leaving behind one solitary 
convert to their faiUi, and bearing along 
^ with them the loud maledictions of a much 
I injured nation. 


: CHAPTER CII. 

EFFORTS OF THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 

I During the darkness of the middle ages, 
Jhe church of Abyssinia had fallen Into 
complete oblivion; but about the com- 
mencement of the sixteenth century ru- 
mors were whispered abroad of a Christian 
monarch and a Christian nation establish 
ed in the centre of Africa ; and the happy 
news was first brought to the court of Por- 
tugal that a Ghristian church still existed, 
which had for (.ages successfully resisted, 
among the lofty mountains of Abyssinia, 
the fierce attacks of the sanguinary Sara- 
cen. 

In the year 1499, Pedro Govilham suc- 
ceeded in reaching Shoa, where he was 
received with that favor wffiich novelty 
usually secures ; and although the stran- 
ger was prevented by the ancient laws of 
the kingdom from leaving the land, the 
quest had been successfully performed. 
The first link was reestablished of a chain 
which had been broken for ages — and 
shortly aftei-ward the glorious Prester John 
and his Ghristian court .were fully dis- 
closed, to abate the intense anxiety that 
reigned in the heart of every inhabitant of 
the West ^ . . 

In due process of time an Abyssinian 
embassador made his appearance in Por- 
tugal. Unbounded delight was experienced 
by King ESmanuel and his court, and every 
honor was lavished upon Matthew the 
merchant of Shoa. All believed that the 
Abyssinians were devout Catholics, and 
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that a ?a.st empire, estimated at four times 
its actual extent, was about to fall ‘ under 
the dominion of the Roman church* A 
mission on a great scale was fitted eut— . 
the journey was safely accornplished—and 
excited fancy rioted for a time in the des- 
scription of'^palaces and fountains which 
never existed, and pomp, riches, and re- 
gal power, utterly, unknown in the land. 

Missions continued from .either, court 
during the succeeding forty '.years. A.ii 
alliance was formed. Men learned in the 
arts and sciences were dispatched f o set- 
tle’ in Abyssinia. 2agu Zaba arrived in 
Lisbon, invested with liill powers to satis- 
fy the interests of both countries, tempo* 
ral as well as spiritual. But the difierence 
of faith was now for the first time under- 
stood. The bitter enmity of the Roman 
creed stood prominently to view ; and the 
envoy, after studying the details of the 
Catholic doctrine, and refusing to sub- 
scribe a similar contract on behalf of his 
church, was unscimpulously put to a vio- 
lent death in a Portuguese prison. 

The first flattering ideas regarding the 
, religion of the country being thus found 
erroneous, the delusion respecting the ex- 
tent and power of the mighty empire was 
next to fall to the ground." The Galla 
were now, streaming in hordes from the 
interior, and Graan, the Mohaminadan in- 
vader carrying fire and sword with his ar- 
my throughout the country. The^ dying 
Coptish patriarch of Abyssinia was pre- 
vailed upon to nominate^ as his successor 
John Bei’inudez, a resident Portuguese ; 
and the Romish priest, hurried by the king, 
proceeded to seek immediate military as- 
sistance from the courts of Rome and 
Lisbon. 

Schemes of ambition flitted' ' over the 
minds of the first conquerors of India, and 
an alliance with Ethiopia seemed highly 
desirable as a handle for further acquisition 
in the east. But dilatory measures delay- 
ed the arrival of the Portuguese fleet un- 
til the suing monarch had been gathered^ 
to his fathers ; and -it has already been 
seen that Christopher, the son of the fa- 
mous Vasco de Gama, anchored in the 
harbor of Masso^vah at a time, when the 
new Emperor Claudius was sorely pressed 
to sustain himself upon the throne of his 
ancestors. The opportunity was not neg- 
lected by the archbishop to reduce the 
heretic church to the fold of the Roman 
see : and a series of attempts wmre com- 
mpeed, equally to be deplored from the 
mischief which they created, and the urn 
worthy means that were 'employed during 


■ The signal service rendered by the Por- 
tuguese troops during the ensuing wars, 
the total rout of the Galla and the Moslem, 
with the slaiigiiterof their invading leader 
in battle, placed Bermudez in a position to 
demand high terms from, the reinstated 
monarch.- The conversion of the empe-' 
ror to the Roman Catholic faith and the 
possession of one-third of the kingdom, 
were Imperiously proposed, and scornful'hr '■ 
rejected. Excommunication was threat- 
ened by the proud prelate of the west and 
utterly disregarded by King Claudius, who 
retorted, that the pope himself was a her- 
etic. Open hostilities broke out; and ai- 
tlioiigh the superior discipline of the Eu- 
ropeans for a time gave them the advantage, 
they were at length separated by a wily 
stratagem, and hunied to different, quarters 
of tire kingdom ; and Bermudez being 
seized, was conveyed in honorable exile 
to the rugged mountains of Efat. . 

Although much blood and considerable 
treasure had been thus fruitlessly expend- 
ed, the conversion of Ethiopia was far from 
being forgotten in Europe *, and the spark 
of' hope wUs further kept alive by an Abys- 
sinian priest, who asserted, on his arrival 
in Ronie,'that the failure of Bermudez had 
entirely arisen from his own absurd and 
brutal conduct, and that the utmost defer- 
ence would be paid to men of sense and 
capacity. , Ignatius Loyola volunteered to' 
repair in person to reunite the Ethiopic 
and Roman Catholic churches; but his 
talentsr being required for more important 
objects, the pope refused the desired per- 
mission to the great founder of the society 
of Jesus, and thirteen missionaries from 
the new order were chosen instoad. Nu-. 
nez 'Baretto was elevated to the dignity of 
patriarch, and Andre Oviedo appointed pro- 
visional successor. . . 

At that period the navigation ofifhe Red 
Sea .was rendered dangerous by numerous 
Saracen fleets ; and the patriarch, deeming 
it inexpedient to liazard his own valuable 
person in the perils of the voyage, reposed 
quietly at Goil, while a deputation headed 
hy Gonsalvez Rodrigues, a priest of sec-- 
oiidaiy rank, 3vas dispatched in ■ advance, 
to ascertain the capabilities of the route, 
and the sentiments of the reig.oing mon- 
arch. 

The Emperor Claudius little relished the 
arrival of these monks, and Rodrigues en- 
tirely failed in every attempt at conviction 
on the points at issue— -that the pope, as 
representative of Christ upon earth, was 
the .true head of all Christians, and that 
there was no- salvation out of the pale of 
the Catholic church. Dismissed , with the 
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reply that the people of Ethiopia woiiM 
not lightly abandon the faith of their fore- 
fathers, the monk retired to work upon the 
.' inind of the monarch by the brilliancy of 
Ills controversial writing; but a lengthy 
treatise on the true faith produced no hap- 
py ■ result, and the’ envoy, disgusted .with 
Ills ■ reception, returned; shortly . afterward 
to Go§..’ ■ ''j .' , " ' 

The spiritual conclave was plunged into ’ 
consternation by the untoward intelligence..; I 
and^ after much mature deliberation, it' was’ 
resolved, that the. "dignity of .the.,patriarcii, 
and of the great . king ^"of Portugal, could 
not be exposed to the cGiisequences attend- 
ing the ill favoiv of . the emperor of ... ‘Ahys^ 
sinia ; and that therefore the prelate should 
still remain the guest of the bishop of . Ni- 
cea, while the daring and restless Oviedo,: 
with a small train of attendants, attempted 
" the business. 

Arriving in safety , the Jesuit experienced 
a most friendly reception from the Emperor 
Claudius ; and although the letters of rec- 
ommendation from the pops were received 
with mistrust and impatience, the habitual 
mildness of the monarch restrained him 
from any overt act of oppression. Deceived 
' by tins calm behavior,; the bishop, daring 
a second audience, was sufficiently fool- 
hardy to represent, in the most insolent, 
language, the enormous errors under which 
the emperor labored, and to demand impe- 
ratively whether or not he intended to sub- 
mit himself to the authority of the succes- 
sor of Si. Peter, and thus remove, the heavy 
obligation under which his empire already 
groaned. King Claudius replied that he 
was well inclined toward the Portuguese 
nation — that he would grant lands arid set- 
tlements in Ills cc'untry — that permission 
would not be withheld to the private exerr- 
cise of the religion of the West ; but that 
as the Aby.?sinian church had been for ages 
united to tlie charge of the patriarch of 
Alexandria, a -subject of such serious alter- 
ation must 1)3 canvassed before a full as- 
sembly of divines. 

Indignantat what he termed. Ethiopian 
perfidy, but still buoyed up with the faifit 
hope of realizing his object, Oviedo changed 
his mode of attack, and .addressed a labored 
remonstrance to the monarch, written in 
the hypocritical lone of false friendship, 
earnestly entreating- him to recall to his 
remembrance the assistance rendered hy 
Europeans to his afflicted country, and the 
many promises made by his sire in the day 
of {ils urgent distress; iniploring him at 
the- same time to preserve a stem vigilance . 
upon the evil influence of the empress and 
of the ‘ministers of state : “ for in matters 


of faith j the love of Mndred must give way 
to the love of Christ ; and in similar situa- 
tions^ the nearest relation- often proves the 
bitterest enemy to the salvation of the soul. •’ 

This insidious reasoning was, however, 
vainly expended upon the intelligent Clau- 
dius, and served but to turn his"^ heart far- 
ther from the Roman and his cause. The 
offer of .a public controversy on points of 
disputed feith being shortly aftervv-ard ac- 
bepted, the emperor entered the lists in 
presence of the assembled court, and by 
his clear knowledge. of the Ploly Scriptures 
utterly defeated’ tfe subtilties of the Italian 
priest ; and thus, notwithstanding the con- 
viction of the Portuguese missionary that, 
by supernatural aid, he had triurnpliantly 
refuted all the arguments urged by his il- 
lustrious antagonist, it was fully decreed 
by the Abyssinian conference, that neither 
king nor people owed any obligation or 
dbedience whatsoever to the church of 
Rome. - ' 

Still Oviedo was far from being reduced 
to silence. Treatise after treatise was 
published on the controversy, to confound 
the minds of the Ethiopians. The errors 
of the Alexandrian faith were fiercely at* 
tacked in every form and fashion ; and the 
superior beauties 'of the Catholic religion 
fully expounded. But no advantage re* 
suited. Rejoinders and confutations fol- 
lowed fast from the insulted clergy ; and 
the bishopi furious at the thoughts of his 
futile exertions to gain a footing in the 
country--rentertaming no' hope of making 
one single convert, whether among prince 
or people— •^resolved upon a last effort in ■ 
the struggle. On the fifth of February, 
1559, he issued his spiritual ban over the 
jland, proclaiming that the entire nation of 
Abyssinia, high and low, learned and igno- 
rant, having refused to obey the church of 
Route- — ^practicing the unholy rite of cir- 
cumcision— scrupling to eat the flesh of 
the hog . add the hare— and indulging in 
many other flagrant enormities — were de- 
livered over to the judgment of the spirit- 
ual court, to be punished , in person and 
goods, in public and in private, by every 
meansthe.faithfulcoulddevi.se. 

But the tolly of issuing this curious re- 
script without any means of enforcement 
.was fully appreciated ; and the tyrranical 
conduct of the bishop did but serve to 
strengthen the emperor in the bonds of his 
own faith, finding, as was observed by an, 
historian of the times, '^‘that popery and 
its wiles were the more dangerous and re- . 
prehensible, as; the veil was withdrawn 
from before the. spirit of her tenets.” 

'There is every- reason to believe that ■ 
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succeeding* invasion of the Adaiel was pro- 
cured through the treacherous design : of 
the JesuitSj but the event again proved dis- 
astrous to their cause. Although the re- 
venge of the baffled bishop was allayed in 
a torrent of blood, yet the death of the 
mild, moderate, and liberal Claudius, who 
perished on the battie-held, shed a banbful 
induence on their ensuing efforts ; and the 
sceptre devolved into the hands of his bro- 
ther Adam, a haughty and vindictive prince, 
who is depicted in Portuguese records as 
“ cruel and hard of heart, and utterly in- 
sensible to the beauteous mysteries of the 
Catholic faith.” 

Swearing vengeance against the Latins, 
to whose treason he attributed the murder 
of his brother, and the ruin of his counti-y, 
the new monarch seized all the estates 
which had been granted to the Portuguese 
for rendered service, and threatened the 
bishop and his colleagues with instantane- 
ous death if they presumed to propagate 
the errors of the Romish church; and on 
a humble remonstrance being .attempted; in 
the violence of his w”rath, he riished itpon 
the missionary with a drawn sword, vow- 
ing to immolate him on the spot. ‘‘ The 
weapon, however,” say the holy fathers, 

“ dropped miraculously from his impious 
hand,” and for a season the last extremity 
of vengeance was exchanged for a system 
of vile durance. 

Portuguese troops iu the mean time' ar- 
rived from Goa, and the bahr negash, “the 
lord of the sea-coast,” bought over by the 
gold of India, and stirred up by the wily 
emissaries of the viceroy, assembled his 
forces in rebellion. Marching with his 
European allies to the capital, he defeated 
and slew the emperor in a pitched battle, 
and rescued the Jesuit missionaries from 
their unpleasant captivity. 

Warned by former difficulty and distress, 
the worthy lathers now assumed a more 
modest and humble demeanor, and were al- 
lowed to settle again in their old haunt of 
Maiguagua, where they remained for a 
time unmolested by the new emperor Ma- 
lek Sashed, who inherited all the horror of 
Iiis father, to the Catholic creeds although 
tempered by the mildness- of his uncle 
Claudius. But the jealous monks had not 
yet relinquished their hope of advancement, 
.and bending to the pressure of the times, the 
deep plot was veiled under the garb of pas- 
sive obedience. The most pressing solici- 
tations yreie dispatched to Qo'k for assist- 
ance ; and the dauntless Oviedo pledged 
himself with six hundred stanch Europe- 
to convert, not. only the empire of 
hut all the countries -.adjacent. 


S OF ETHIOPIA,, 

The scheme, however, did not suit the 
politics of the day ; and in 1560, the bishop 
received an order from the head of his so- 
ciety to repair forthwith to his more prom- 
ising charge in Japan. Loth to abandon 
all nis favorite projects of ambition in the 
country, '.and utteriy reckless of truth, he 
addressed the most specious letters to the 
pope, holding out a certain prospect of 
prostrating the church of Ethiopia before 
the apostolic throne, while to his immedi- 
ate superior he dilated upon the richness 
of the land, and the mines of pure gold 
which he falsely asserted to exist in every 
province of the kingdom. But his artful 
motives were thoroughly pierced by the 
more wily successor of St. Peter ; and 
vessels soon after arrived on the c(>ast of 
Africa, to copvey the reluctant fathers to 
the monastery of St. Xavier, in Goa. 
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THE RELIGIOUS WAE. , 

Misekable indeed appeared the chance 
of conversion ; and after a fierce struggle 
of thirty years, there remained not one 
priest, of the Romish faith to administer 
the sacraments to the numerous European 
settlers and descendants in the' country. 
Even the Jesuits themselves lost heart for 
the time ; but the zeal of Philip the Sec- 
ond stirred the dying embers, and fresh 
candidates for strife, honor, and martyr- 
dom, were soon in the field, 

Peter Pero Pays and Antonio de Mont- 
zerado, disguised as Armenian merchants, 
first attempted the perilous undertaking ; 
but being wrecked upon the Arabian coast, 
they were recognized as Christian minis- 
ters, and languished during senen years 
in a Moslem dungeon. 

Goa next poured forth her priests to the 
ineffectual contest. In seeking the prom- 
ised land, Abraham de Georgis was dis- 
covered in Turkish garb on the island of 
Massowah, and the governor swore by the 
holy prophet that, since the kafir had 
donned the attire of the true believer, he 
should also adopt the tenets of the true 
faith, or die the death of a dog. But the 
Jesuit clung to his creed, and suffered ac- 
cordingly; and, shortly afterward, Jean 
Baptiste being detected in assnmed cos- 
tume, by the Turks of Comera, he also 
shared the same fate as his immediate 
redecessor, in the thorny path of martyr- 
om. 

Thus even the road itself spemed 
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■ close, and all intercourse was deuied with 
a' country wherein the presence of Euro- 
peans was neither desired nor permitted; 

• and which would have been^ sufiered to re- 
main unmolested, had not ideas been in- 
flamed by the exaggerated accounts of its 
wealth that still pervaded the imagination 
of all classes throughout the western 
world. 

Don Alexis ‘de Menezez,'the zealous. 
Archbishop of Goa, who had already with 
fire and sword propagated Christianity : 
throughout Malabar, now entered the lists, 
and his sagacious and discerning mind 
selected the vicar- of St. Anne as a fit 
tool for the execution of his project. Mel- 
chior Sylva, a converted, Brahmin, might 
fromJiis color and language, pass through 
the Turkish wicket; His zeal was great 
as that of Ms superior, and the valuable 
presents whereof he was made the bearer, 
might prove a bait sufficiently tempting to 
lure the simple Abyssinian into a fresh 
connection. 

The intelligence of his safe arrival, and 
of the gracious reception of the presents, 

^ ’ again roused the ardent spirit of the order 
of Jesus; and Peter Pays was quickly 
ransomed from the Arabs, and dispatched 
with a Mi train of priests to Ethiopia, 
where he arrived in September of the 
year 1603. 

Superior in every respect to his prede- 
cessors, this missionary, instead of attempt- 
ing to carry his measures by force and 
overbearing insolence, .sought the softer ! 
path of insinuation ; and while his exten- 
sive ‘knowledge and, plausible^ address 
proved strong recommendations- in Ms fa- 
vor, many circumstances also conspired to 
forward his views. The country was in a 
most unsettled state, and the assistance of 
' a few Portuguese troops could turn the 
scale of war. The condition of the church 
was low and miserable. Eighty years pf 
' ineessant strife and distraction had crush- 
ed the very name of learning and literature. 
iYw persons Were to be found who could 
read, wn*ite, of ' dispute./ Ignorant ^and un- 
worthy men filled every sacred ■ office'' ; and 
• '.the ancient stout defenders of .the Alex- 
' andrian faith had. been. sw-ept away, onthe 

■ ,, battla-fieH. ' ■ ■ . ' ■ ■ 

.. . Amid 'Wars, .and .rumors of wars, -Peter | 
‘ quietly settled with his followers at Mai- 
guagua. Schools were ' openfed, and the 
woiSer ran through the ..land that, youths 
■ of tender age could refute the most learn- 
ed sages of the wilderness - of - Walkayetl 
The curiosity of Za. Dengel, -the , tempo- 
rary occupant of the throne,' was excited. 


and Peter and Ms erudite pupils was sum« 
moned to the court. 

Prompted by the hope of obtaining as- 
sistance from Portugal, this weak prince,- 
under an oath of secrecy, immediately em- 
braced the religion of his guest But Ms 
time was fully occupied in the more world- 
ly object of strengthening himself upon a 
throne to which he had been elevated by 
Ms evil genius ; and the falling away from 
the faith of Ms forefathers being at length 
whispered abroad; a. rebellion wms the con- 
sequence. . 

The “approaching storm having been 
perceived by the monk, he withdrew from 
court before the burst of a revolution, 
which for some time crushed Ms every 
hope of success. The emperor was slain. 
New aspirants strove for the ascendency ; 
and war reigned for a season throughout 
the entire land. 

Confident in the near approach of Por- 
tuo-uese troops, which had been requested 
when Sylva carried to India the tidings of 
the first conversion, Peter now resolved 
upon the bold game of espousing the 
weaker party, and thus gaining a firmer 
hold in event of success. The expected 
reinforcements did not, however, arrive in 
time ; and the defeat and death of Ms pro-- 
teg^ wa^ followed by the advancement of 
the pretender Susneus to the throne of the 
empire. , 

Notwithstanding his appearance as a de- 
clared partisan in the opposing ranks, ' 
Peter’s abilities as an architect now created 
a fresh diversion in his favor. The novel 
idea of a two-storied edifice engrossed the 
thoughts of the reigning king ; and men 
fiocked from the remotest parts of the 
country to g^-ze upon a fabric of stone, 
which was considered to be one of the 
wonders of the world. A missionary pos- 
sessing the varied abilities and acquire- 
ments of Pays could not be long in gain- 
ing ascendency over a rude and illiterate 
monarch ; and by address and perseve- 
rance he had soon effected that which the 
tlireats and violence of his predecessors 
had vainly attempted during a long course 
of years. , 

Ras Celia Christos, brother to tne em- 
peror, was the first fruit of the harvest. 
Partaking of the holy supper with the Lat- 
ins, he publicly embraced their religion, 
and many chiefs and nobles followed his 
illustrious example. Crowded assemblies 
were held, in which the eloquence of the 
Jesuits entirely bore down the feeble ef- 
forts of the ignorant and uncultivated na- 
tives. The holiness of life which was 
strictly preserved among the aeepbytes 
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md proselytes of the Cathoiicsj added to 
the impression entertained of their wisdom, 
and the introduction of useful arts, raised 
the glory of the fathers still higher in the 
land^; and the prospect of the aid of disci- 
plined soldiers from the v/est overturned 
the last remaiBing scruple in the iinnd of 
the monarch. 

Ah edict was published interdicting all 
persons from holding office who Were not 
well inclined toward the Latin religion ; 
and severe punishments were threatened 
for tlie promulgation of ancient doctrines. 
Assistance was solicited from Rome and 
Lisbon ; and the work of European perse- 
cution favoi-ably commenced, by scourging 
with whips all tliose stubborn monks who 
refused to forego their ancient belief. 

Abba Simeon, the aboon, repaired to the 
court to remonstrate with the emperor on 
the scandalous interference with his pre- 
rogatives in convening meetings and au- 
thorizing debates upon ecclesiastical mat- 
ters ; but his pride was timely soothed, by 
the royal assurance that all had been un- 
dertaken for the benefit of true religion, 
and that the subject should be fully dis- 
cussed in his own presence. Again the 
suhtiities and dialectic of the missionaries 
prevailed ; and the total defeat of the aboon 
and his clergy was followed by a second 
more severe ordinance, awarding the pen- 
alty of death to all who should henceforth 
deny the 'tw^o natures of Christ. 

Wonderful was the sensation creEitedjDy 
rjiis severe edict, so diametrically at vari- 1 
ance with the mild spirit of religion, and 
with all ' the ancient usages of the land. 
Aware of the feiings of the strong party 
at court, as well as of the entire body of 
the people, the aboon placarded on the 
doors'of the chapels an e:xcommunication 
of all who should accept the religion of the 
Franks ; and the monarch, irritated, by this 
resistance, published a ’ manifesto, ‘‘That 
. ifi'S subjects should forthwith embrace tlie 
Catholic iaith.'* 

This served as. the sigiiai trumpet for 
the fight. Ail classes armed themselves 

- in defence of ilieir religion *, and ^Eiius, 
the king’s son-in-law, placed lumself at the 
head of the malccuitents in Tigre. ■ 

Not yetj thoroughly prepared for the 
struggle, the emperor found it convenient 
for a time to temporize, and requested one 
further debate, which wus to prove final 
between the dispxitantk The mild aboon 
listened to tiie proposal, and accompanied 

- by a lai*ge train of monks appeared in the 
royal camp, while the Jesuit and his col- 
leagues advanced into the arena from the 
(Opposite side. The controversy was re- 


newed, and raged fiercely for six days; 
hut disputes in religion are seldom adjusted 
by the reasoning of the doctors, and the 
parties withdrew mutually incensed against ! 
each other. . 

One further effort w’as made to restore 
the disturbed harmony. The Empress 
Hamilmala, and, many' of the courtiers, 
with tears implored the king to desist from 
his' , undertakjng,; and , the , 'patriarcli aiic! 
tlie clergy, tlirowiiig' themselves' prostrate 
on the earth, embraced his knees, and en- 
treated him to turn a deaf eo.r to the poison- 
ous insinuations of the deceitful Jesuits, 
and graciously to allow his sii ejects to re- 
main faithful to the religion of their fore- 
fathers. But the heart oi the monarcli 
remained closed to the prayer. The aboon 
quitted the court, plunged into the deepest 
distress, and a bloody war ensued ty liicli 
shook the empire to its foundation. 

When Mliiw fully understood the. last 
resolution taken by his father-in-law, to 
defend the Catholics and their religion, he 
publicly appealed to the people of Tigre, 
and proclaimed that all wvho were disposed 
to embrace the Jesuitical faiih might re- 
pair to the deluded emperor, while those 
"who held to the ancient belief should forth- 
with gather under his standard. Finding 
himself shortly afterward at the head of a ' 
large army, he marched toward the royal 
camp, resolved to . establish the received » 
doctrine of the land, or to perish In the 
attempt. " 

Abba Simeon, who had attained the 
venerable age of one hundred years, joined 
the army of the defenders of tlie Alexan- 
drian faith ; and in giving them patri- 
archal blessing, assured fhe soldiery that 
all who should fall in Ihe combat died the 
.death of the martyr, and would receive tlie 
reward in heaven. The desired, efiect 
was produced, and the hearts of f!ie entire 
force burned with one eager zeal to meet 
the accursed enemies of their religion. 

On the appearance of the inilamed force 
a reconciliation was attempted, and the 
daughter of the emperor was nrade I'he 
bearer* of terms to her robe! lord. Her 
tears and entreaties were, Imwei’or, totidlj^ 
disregarded. The impetuous youth pre- 
pared for instaiitattack ; and the pirineess 
had barely time to regain her fathcr\s tent, 
when hostilities were conmienced. 

The soldiers of the viceroy rushed furi- 
ously upon the ro}'al , encampment, and 
Jillius succeeded in forcing Ills way, at the 
head of a small body of troops,' to the very 
pavilion of his father-in-law. But he was 
here, struck; from his horse by a stone, and 
stabbed upon' the ground. A panic seized 




tbe army of the fallen leader, and tlie rah- ! 
hie, casting away their arms, fled in all 
directions. . , 

The aged ahoon found liimselt^ alone' 
and desertec!,^ in the same spot which he 
•had occupied during the attack. His years 
:vnd high clerical bearing disarmed the vio- 
lence of the Abyssinian soldiery : but a 
Portiigiiese. partisan at length threw, him- 
self upon the, patriarch, and,^ .regMless ,of 
his. white and venerable hairs,^ transfixed 
him with a spear. A- frightful massacre 
ensued;, and "the heads of, the principal 
leaders of the iinsiiccessfu,! rebellion were 
exposed on the gates of the capital, ns, a 
bloody warning to the seditious. ' 


CHAPTER CIV, ; ’ 

.TFJ^F^■UAPa^^,SnBMISSM TO,, ,. THE, P,OPE OF 
, ' , HOME. 

STSE^rGTHE^^ED by this" signal victory, 
other points of the Alexandrian Creed were 
attacked in succession; and- the- time of 
the .Tes,uits was fully occupied in, tlie trans- : 
latioa into Ethiopic of sundry dogmatical' 
treatises on subjects of disputed liaith. But 
the barbarism , of the language wae despi- 
sed by most— the Latin interpolation ab- 
horred as magic by all — and a furious paper 
controversy raged for a time ; until the 
Abyssinians becoming scurrilous', the %vrath 
of the monarch was again roused, and he 
issued a severe edict, wherein the people 
were forbidden from celebrating the Jew- 
isli Sabbath, which from time immemorial 
had hitherto been sacred. ^ ' 

The inhabitants Of ^^Begemeder 'flew to 
arms ; and people^ from all parts '6f the, 
country, groaning under the ^^oke of -for- ! 
.fidgn oppression, poured' in to join the stand- 
i*rd of rebellion wdiich Joanel had .reared! 
on the plains of his government. A horde 
of Galla, delighting in the confusion, offer-’ 
.eel their assistance,, and. the most 'haughty 
renditions were speedily conveyed ,to court, 
from a large assembly In arms. ■. ' ' ■* . 

Again the most earnest- entreaties .were 
employed to induce the- emperor to com- 
promise ; but influenced by- the words, of 
hie Jesiiite, he called together his principal 
I’hieftams, monks, and iSamed mens.and in 
rlieii* presence solemnly, decisxed that he 
would defend the Catholic religion to the 
hst drop o^‘ his blood ; adding, tha.t it was 
the first, duty of his subjects to obey their 
Jegidniate inoiiarch. Energeticaneas-ures 
■ were forthwith agreed, upon, and, -at the 
head of a* large array, the king proceeded 


in person to the war* Joanel, finding him- 
self too weak to contend in the plains, 
withdrew to the inaccessible mountains, 
where a blockade by the royal troops^ soon 
caused a scarcity of provisions. His forces 
gradually deserted ; and he himself escap- 
nig to the Galla, was pursued, betrayed, 
and put to death. 

This reverse sustained by the defeiiders , 
of the old cause did not, however, mtirai- 
date tlie inhabitants hf Damot, a pimnnce 
situated on the banks of the Nile ; for 
scarcely had the emperor reached his capi- 
tal, when the population rose en nmse with . 
the determination of dethroning a monarch . 
who so basely truckled to a foreign yoke, 
and of driving from the land the authors of 
its distraction. An aniiy of fourteen thou- 
sand warriors was speedily organized ; and 
monks and hermits, burning with zeal in 
the cause, emerged from the cave and from 
the wilderness to join the fast-sfwellmg. 

Ras Celia Christos inarched against the 
rebels,' but desertion considerably thinned 
his troops ; and he confronted the enemy 
with barely one half the immericalstrengtli 
of their formidable array. Governor of the 
province, and greatly beloved by the peo-^ 
pie, a proposal was tendered to him, that if 
he would Only lend his assistance in burn- 
ing the monkish books and hanging the 
worthy fathers themselves upon tall trees, 
he might be seated upon the imperial throne 
of Ills ancestors. But the general, despi- 
sing the offer, and resting confident in the 
firelocks of the Portuguese, rushed to the 
attack.’. The combat raged fiercely for a 
time. Four hundred monks, devoting them- 
selves to death, carried destruction through 
the royal host ; but the tide of victory set 
at length in his favor, and after a fearful 
carnage on either side, he found himself 
master pf the. field. 

Great rejoicings at court followed the 
hews of this success. Peter declared that 
PleaVehj. by the extermination of his ene- 
mies, ■had, given the desired, s.igi tliat -the . 
Roman Catholic should be the religion of 
the iand| "and ffie emperor, who, partly , 'from, 
fear of Ms, subjects, and partly from dislike 
to relinquish his supernumerary wives and 
.' concubines, 'bad not as yet publicly pro- 
fessed the Latin religion, now openly em- 
braced the faith, and confessed lus sins to 
the triumphant Jesxiit. 

■' xA letter' containing the royal sentiments 
was pubiisiied for the benefit of the nation : 
“ The. 'king.- henceforth obeys the pope' of 
Rome,. the-. successor of Pdt,er, chief of the 
apostles,' who .could neither err in doctrine 
nor in conduct ; and all subjects are hereby 
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to adopt the same creed-” _ And the 
ary, who now reasoaab 
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advised to adopt the ?reedA^n^e 

miq^ionarv, who now reasonably imagmei 

tliat (he wrk was satisfactorily - 

Sto'the courts of Eome an^on, 

reciuesting that a patr-iarch and twenty e _ 

clesiastics might be ®®w*the 

the vineyard ; adding, that “ ^*o»gh the 
harvest was plentiful, tho 

’““Thele” happy and 'mdookedrfor Mng 

were received by Philip ^ 

^ Bpaiii. Mutio Vitelesi, the ^ 

Jesuits, offered to proceed in p . I _ 

. the pope refused permission, ^ 

the case with his predecessoi* 

Alphonzo Mendez, a learned /f ® 

society of Jesus, was inaugurated at Li 
bon with all the ci^stomarv solemnitje^^^^ 
After suffering much difficulty 
in his passage, the Portuguese P^trijchat 
length arrived on the Danakil _ 
a large train of priests, servants,^ mas , 

and musicians. The same greediness Jgd 


tn true Catholic kings.” The monks, cler- 
r and noblemen followed the example 
^ their super iei*S'; and the assembly^\was 
winQPfl bt a public edict, proclaimed through 

file royal herald, that all Abyssmians should, 
of death, forthw embrace the 

Roman religiem ^ , 

Palaces and revenues were set apart for 
1 the ministers of the new faith ; sOrnina- 
. youth were established throughout 
the country, and baptism and ordinatipn 
.went on in peace.’ The success ot the 
Jesuits increased rapidly, and. ^ 
Lnd souls were enrolled, who kad been 
Lnverted from the delusions of the Alex- 
SlSn creed; The trial cff two jears 
failed however, to convince the nation ot 
Se benefits of the true religion; and to 
■^mnerorand the patriarchs could not de- 
live themselves in the fact that the cause 

advanced rather in appearance than in re- 

Missionaries who entered the na- 
churches were found murdered in 
and musicians. >he same greediness anq their beds ; the most disparaging stories 
cupidity were experienced among ^ everywhere circulated regarding the 

Aalv^i fhot thft traveller finds at the i r , j more narticularlv on the 


CUpiaiiy wwrt: c. 

age Ada'iel tot the . traveller 
present day— baseness and avarice 
stamped their character for gener , 

but the troubles of a weary mareh were 

soon forgotten in tbe cordial le P_ _ 
which awaited the party ® TL’ 

and the day was finally fixed when to 

homage .of the king and of the eo®‘‘y 
should be rendered ^ 

' Onto 11 til of February, 
and to nobles of the land were 
in to open air. Two rich 

occupied by the- monarch and _his tota- 

guished guest, and a surrounding mum 

tude gazed upon the imposing ^ceremMy 
in silence. “ The hour is come, 
ed Mendez, “when the 
the debt of his ancestors, and submit mm 
self and his people to to “P’? 
of the church;” A copy of the 
produced, and the monarch falling upo _ 
knees, took the oath of homage. ^ ‘ We, 

king of the kings of Ethiopia, believe and 
confess tot the pope of Rome is to. tr 
successor of the Aposde St. Pet , 
tot he holds the same power, , mgnily, aim 
dominion, over the whole Etostian chuich. 
Therefore ' we promise, offer, Md sweM 
sincere obedience to the ’ 

by God’s grace pope and our lord, and thro 
humbly at bis feet our person and our king- 

As the emperor rose from his position, 
Ras Celia Christosi suddenly drawing ms 
sword, shouted aloud, « What is now done 
is done for ever and whoso m future 
claims the act, shall taste the sharp e ge 
of this trusty weapon. I fiq homage on y 


holv fathers, and more particularly on the 
rporesentation of scriptural performances 
flt the Paschal feast, when demons being 
fi troduced by the Romans upon the stage, 
tinp soectators rushed simultaneously from 
the theatre, exclaiming, « Alas t they have 
wXifrht with them devils from the infernal 
.Ss,’^and the tale spread Jike wildfire. 
fVipouffh the land. - . 

Nothing daunted by the unfortunate fate 
nf JSlius and Joanel, Tekla Georgis, anoth- 
Iv son-in-law of the emperor, with a large 
hndv of the discontented, rose to defend 
.Jr ■^reiio’ion of their forefathers. Burning 
the crosses and rosaries, together with a 
Ipsuit priest who fell into their . hands, the 
•tv i-apidly increased, and the emperor 
Srnc; compelled to march an army to quell 
the insurrection. The rebels wx^re com- 
nlpfelv routed by Rexabus the viceroy of 
Tio-r/ and all who fell into his hands, meii| 
women, and children, were barbarously 
massacred. Georgis and his sister Adera . 
concealed themselves in a cave, ourmg 
three days, but were at length discovered 
A 'Jjroui'J'ht the irritated emperor. 

Condemned by the advice of the Jesuits to 
be burned to death as a heretic, Georgis was 
-illowed by the monarch publicly to solicit 
tbe patriarch to be admitted into the Roman 
ebur^ch but it being afterward considered 
nolitic to imagine thathis intentions were in- 
Rincere, the unfortunate prince w^as hung 
in front of the palace in presence* of the 
whole court ; and his devoted sister, fif- 
teen days afterward suffered the same fate 
upon the same tree, notwithstanding that 
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the most strenuoiis efforts were made to 
save lier life by the queen and by all classes 
of society. , 

. To increase the dread effects of his tyr- 
anny, the emperor now issued a manifesto, 
that even as he had punished with death 
the obstinacy of his own son-in-law, so 
Would he of a surety not spare any who in 
future committed a like transgression. The 
remarks of the worthy missionaiy Antoine, 
regarding this execution, will show the 
spirit which animated the fathers in the 
course of this persecution, so novel in the 
annals of Abyssinia, and so contrary to the 
mildness of the Christian faith. “He 
who reads with attention the history of 
Ethiopia, will observe that at no previous 
period was such ardent zeal displayed for 
the honor of .religion, and a direct miracle, 
indeed, must have induced the emperor to 
hang his own son-in-law in the blessed 
cause.’^ 

Dazzled by the success that had hitherto 
attended their measures, the patriarch and 
Ms colleagues now plunged headlong into 
proceedings which eventually proved dis- 1 
astrous to their cause. Excommunications 
were lightly launched in civil disputes, and 
the souls of the royal counsellors of the 
state were committed to the devil for da- 
ring to question the authority of the foreign 
priest. Conspiracies were hatched against 
the imperial person; andthebodyof a distin- 
guished nonconforming ecclesiastic, which 
Iiad been interred within the walls of the 
church, was exhumed by the orders of the 
Portuguese prelate, and thiwn to the wild 
beastS: — an action which raised "the indig- 
nation of the Ethiopians to the highest pitch 
against a set of men “who had ever the 
words of religion in tiie mouth, but who, 
after persecuting the living, denied even 
to the dead that repose which neither Pa- 
gan nor Moharamadan ever disturbed.” 

The detestation of the fathers and their 
religion daily waxed stronger in the hearts 
of all Their great patron, Ras Celia 
Christos, was deprived of power and pro- 
perty for seditious attempts’; and the bold 
mountaineers of Begemeder at length seiz- 
ed their long spears to uphold the faith of 
their ancestors. The viceroy was driven 
from the province, and Melaxus, a youth 
of royal blood, appointed defender of the 
ancient religion, and leader of the armed 
host of peasants who docked to his stand- 
ard from all parts of the country, but espe- 
cially from Lasta, the seat of the bravest 
warriors of the land. 

To quell this insurrection, the emperor 
assembled in Gojam an army of twenty-five 
thousand men, and attacked the insurgents 
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among their strongholds. His troops were, 
however, repulsed at all points, with the 
loss of many officers and men, and he was 
reluctantly obliged to retreat to the plains. 
Deputies followed from the victorious camp, 
to supplicate him to take pity upon his snb- 
jects, and to dismiss those evil-minded 
strangers who had so long oppressed Abys- 
sinia. The royal army was in no heart or 
condition to renew hostilities. Rumors 
went through the land, that angels sent 
from heaven had proclaimed the restoration 
of the ancient religion ; and in the general 
excitement the king perceived that his own 
authority Would be fatally compromised un- 
less some concessions were made. 

The patriarch was nevertheless inflexi- 
ble ; and letters were at tlie same time re- 
I ceived from Rome, instigating the emperor 
to combat stoutly with his rebellious sub- 
jects, and extending to Ethiopia the gen- 
eral absolution of the great year of Jubilee. 
But the unhappy inhabitants laughed the 
offer of this indulgence to scorn, and were 
utterly unable to comprehend by what au- 
thority the pope held in his possession the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven. 


OH AFTER CV. 

EXPULSION OF THE JESUITS FEOM ETHIOPIA* 

The civil war continued, meanwhile, to 
rage with great expenditure of life, and 
with alternate success on either side. En- 
ticed into the plain, the enemy were gen- 
erally worsted by the ro 5 'al troops; but 
among the recesses of their native rocks 
the mountaineers had always the advan- 
tage. No sign of intended s ubmission could 

observed ; and the monarch, becoming 
suspicious of the Jesuits, who were erecting 
forts and strongholds under the guise of 
‘churches and residencesj lent a favorable 
ear to the entreaties of his subjects. 

A second remonstrance was penned, 
wherein he forcibly set forth to the Portu- 
guese bishop “that the Roman religion had 
not been introduced into the country by the 
miracles or the preaching of the fathers, 
but by royal edict and ordinance, in oppo- 
sition to the wish of the entire population ; 
and that the jjvelate must devise some 
milder measures for the furtherance of the 
true faith.”: 

Foreseeing a heavy storm in abeyance in 
case of refusal, Mendez reluctantly com- 
plied with the proposal of a modified church 
code, under the restriction that no public 
manifesto should announce the changej 
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whicli must be graclualiy and silently in- iiands they have Tailen. I'he pagans even 
troduced. The ancient liturgy and the an- blush at thy crueltyj and call thee renegade 
cient holydays were thus restored, and the for having abandoned the religion of thy 
celebration of the .Jewish Sabbath once fathei*s. Cease, O emperor ! in mercy 
again permitted. ■ cease- to, prolong: a struggle, which,. must 

"^But the concession was insufficient, and end in the downfal of the throne, and the 
came too late to pacify. the turbulent moan- ruin of all religion in the land !” 
taineers of Lasta, who had been altogether The enipres-s also mingled her tears, 
victorious during the war. They, 'would with 'the' groans of the-w-oiiiided petitioners, 
listen to no inodllication of their first de- and adjured the king for the love of God, 
mand; but imperatively insisted iipoo the and in the name of hitiire generations, to 
complete reoslablisliment of tlieir ancient take pity upon Iiis subjecfe,, and desist from 
ecclesiasticai institution, together with the preparing a sepulchre for himself and for 
expulsion of < lie foi'eigners irom the land, his fomily. What have you gained by 
The liberty and the customs of high- this battle she exclaimed- “ You have 
landers are seldom invaded with success ; introduced into the kingdom: hordes of pa- 
aiid a religion detested by the common, gan G alia, who detest yourself equally with 
peo]de (laniiot, without much difficulty, be your religion; but futile will be yow at- 
introduced by the prince. Weary of so tempt to establish in Ethiopia a "form of 
many rebellions, and murders, and excom- worship which is unknown to the greater 
inimicationsjthe king, in his advanced age, part of your [leople, and to the remainde]’ 
began to view with an unfavorable eye the is known only to be resisted to the last 
firebrand authors- of these disturbances, drop of their blood.” 

Suspecting his brother and the patriairch' of . These representations sunk deep into 

seditious views — offended by the contuma- the heart of the emperor; and instead of 
cy of his subjects, and the increasing di-, proceeding in triumph' to his capital, lie 
minution of his own authority — disgusted retired to a secluded spot to give vent to 
with the present state of affairs, and appre- ' . his feelings, and bewail the loss he had 
licnsive of future events — he now serious- created. The Galla troops were dismiss- 
ly bethought him of restoring the church ed ; and having collected all the prijiclpal 
to its original fooling. But the rebellion monks and clergy, he amioiiiiced liis reso- 
must, in the first instance, be quelled ; and lotion of allowing the nation to return to 
having with this view concluded an alii- the faith of their forefathers, 
ance with the Galla, he marched toward Immediately on tins intelligence, tlie 
Lasta. patriarch hurried with all the Jesuit fathers 

‘ Twenty thousand peasants, confident of to soothe the ruffled mood of the monarch, 
victory, descending from their mountains, “ I had loudly imagined,” exclaimed Men- 
rushed into the plain to meet the royal dez, ‘Hhat we were the victors, but behold 
force. The two armies for a time re- we are the vanquished; and the rebcls.^ 
malned in sight, in that still calmness routed' and put to flight, have obtained all. 
wliich precedes the earthquake. At length that they desire. Gall to mind how many 
the Galla cavalry dashing at speed on the fields thou hast won with the assistance of 
crowded masses of the enemy, threw them God and the Portuguese, and remember 
into complete confusion — a fierce combat tliat thou didst embrace the tr^ie faitli of 
lasted until the going down of the sun — thine own free will. We have been sent 
and the field of baJtie was left covered witli unto thy charge by the pope of 'Rome, and 
eight thousand bodies of the insurgents. , by the king of Portugal. Beware of irri- 
Throwing themselves prostrate before tating grea,!: potentates to just iridignatiom 
the triumphant monarch on this scene of They be indeed .lar off, but God is'nigli at 
carnage, the vanquished peasants expressed hand; and thy apostacy vcili defile fhy 
their grief in the following lively terms : name and that of thy nation, and will leave 
*‘Who are these men,” they asfod with an everlasting tarnish upon tlie Lion of the 
groans, ‘‘who you now behold bathed' in tribe of Judah which now glitters in the 
blood ? Are titey -Moslem, or - Pagan,- or standard of Ethiopia.” On the conclusion 
even the" enemies of.. the kingdom? - No, of this harangue, all threw themselves at 
they are Christians-— they are all thy sub- hi^ feet, and entreated an immediate oixletr 
jects, knit together by the most tender to execution, rather than a confirmation 
bonds oi blood, friendship, and afFeetion, from his lips of the rash resolution lha.t he 
'i’i ose warriors wlio now liedifeless at thy had taken. 

Jeel, woiiid,^ under a better government, - Retaining a too lively recollection of the 
have proved the bulwarks of thy throne,- streams of blood that had been porired out 
, and the terror rd tiiose very men by whose' .upon the plains of Lasta. the- emperor 
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quietly allowed 'tlie fesnits tO" .arisej and,:'| 
unmoved' :by their earnest pra5^ers. ■and, e'tt- ' 
treaties, replied shortly, “that liis adlie-j 
raoce to^ the Catholic faith had already | 
caused' the ' slaughter of a great portion of 
Ms subjects, and that he would have,; no I 
•farther dealings whatever with their doc- i 
trines/’ ■■:■ | 

The film fell from before the eyes of the 
discomfited monks. The friends of the 
Alexandrian faith, rallying round the throne, ' 
united their utmost efforts to ' strengthen, 
the emperor in his resolves; and the, ru- 
mor sp,read abroad that on 'the fast of 'St. 
John the Baptist the ancient religion' was 
to be reestablished throughout the landi 
Thousands' assembled in the capital , on 
that day to assist in the ceremony ; and, al- 
though temporarily disappointed, the event 
clearly proved that this act of justice could 
BO longer be safely delayed. 

Every art and stratagem was still resort- 
ed to by the patriarch to put ojf the evil 
day ; but the emperor, roused at length by 
the harsh and uncompromising character 
of the Jesuit, fiercely exclaimed, “ Has, 
then, the sceptre departed from mine hand 
for ever ?” — and the royal trumpets sud- 
denly sounded through the streets of Goii- 
dar, as the herald announced the following 
proclamation to the empire : 

“'Listen and hear! We formerly re- 
commended to you the adoption of the 
Eoman Catholic creed, on the firm convic- 
tion that it was the only true one ; but 
numbers of our subjects having sacrificed 
their lives for the religion of their ances- 
tors, we henceforth accord its free exercise 
unto all. Let the priests resume posses- 
sion of their churches, and worship the 
God of their forefatliers. Farewell, and 
rejoice.” 

It is impossible to describe the rapture 
with wdfidi this welcome edict was re- 
ceived. 'The praises of the emperor re- 
sounded from every quarter. The rosaries 
and the chaplets of the Jesuits were tossed 
out of doors, and burned in a heap. Men 
and women danced for joy in the streets, 
and the 'song of liberation burst from the 
lips of the disenthralled, multitude. 

“ Tiio iluck of Ethiojiia has escaped frc-m the hyenas 
of the West. 

The doctrine of St. ^ilark is the coiuran of our church. 
Let ali rejoice ami sing htiileiujahs, 

' For the suu uf our tleiiverance has lighted up the land.” 

Thus perished the hopes of a mission, 
which, for craft and cruelty, has been sel- 
dom equalled in the annals of time. While 
Horne must indeed iiave been prompted by 
BO ordinary motive to persevere so perti- 
naciously in a work of conversion, through 
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all the horrors of banishment and martyr- 
dom, the unworthy means resorted to fey 
the dauntless but unsuccessful agents em- 
ployed in the enterprise have left an indel- 
ible stain upon the page of her historjr. 


CHAPTER CVI. 

■ THS 'OHtntCH, SECOND GEEAT ''POWEE'-IK 
SHOA. ' 

Cheistianitt is the national religion 
over the more elevated portions of Abys- 
sinia ; but the wild Galla has overran her 
fairest provinces, and located himself in 
her most pleasant places — the bigoted 
Moslem crowds thick upon the skirts of 
her distracted empire, and the tenets that 
she professes are base, foolish, and degra- 
ding. Engrafted on the superstitions of 
the Jew, the Mohammadan, and the Pagan 
— promulgated by rude and ignorant men 
— and received by a people emerging only 
into the first stage of civilization- — the light 
of religion must have been feeble, even' in 
the beginning ; but as it was imparted, so 
it still remains. Sects, and parties have 
arisen, and province has been banded 
against province in MI the fiery wTath of 
the zealot ; butj lost in the maze of subtle 
controversy 5 cfeese internal wars have raged 
for generations without disturbing the orig- 
inal doctrine ; and the same errors of the 
eiiurch prevail to this day throughout the 
land, as when first propounded in the be- 
gmning of the fourth century. 

The aboon, or archbishop, is the spiritual 
chief of Ethiopia. Consecrated by the pa- 
triarch of Alexandria, and possessing with 
rich revenues the intelligence of other 
lands, the primate is universally feared and 
respected throughout the empire, and all 
religious differences and dissensions must 
be can’ied for the final decision of his holi- 
ness. Princes and rulers pay implicit de- 
ference to hisJiigh behest, and, seated on 
the ground before his episcopal thronep 
receive with the utmost respect his every 
wish and advice. Feuds and quarrels be- 
twixt state and state are satisfactorily ar- 
ranged in his presence ; and war, tyranny, 
and violence are eontroUed by his all- com- 
manding voice of mildness and benevo- 
lence. But while his influence is thus 
potent, the extent of his diocese is also 
great ; and many local difficulties opposing 
the pastoral visit to the extremities of his 
see, the kingdom of Sima has for ages 
been deprived of the; advantages accruing 
from the residence of an archbishop. 
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In tile hand of the aboon is vested tlie ' 
exclusive power of consecration. Bishops, 
priests, and deacons ca.n from him alone 
receive holy office. He only it is who 
grants absolution for heavy offences against 
either God or man ; and the ark of a church, 
whether newly constructed or polluted by 
the unhallowed touch of a Mohammadan, 
must be purified by his hands with the holy 
meromi before being entitled to that high 
adoration which it thenceforward receives. 

‘The second place in spiritual dignity is 
filled by the etchegue, the grand prior of 
the monks of Debra Libanos. Seated on 
the throne of Tekla Haimanot, one of the 
first founders of the orders of Seclusion, 
he engrosses the management of all the 
various monastic establishments through- 
out the land, and in his hands remains the 
charge of the existing literature and edu- 
cation. Deeply versed in the subtilties of 
theology, his opinion is held of the highest 
import in the never-ceasing disputes upon 
the uninteresting subjects of false faith 
which occupy the mind of the Abyssinian 
divine ; but his authority extends only to 
tlie simple yadmittance into the nionkish 
order, and to granting absolution for the 
minor ofiences of evil thought, and pre- 
scribed fast he'gkcted. 

- The comus, or who ranks next 

above the priest, is without'diocese or even 
authority over tlie inferior meinltei’s of the 
church f and his peculiar fguctfoiv^ is to 
bless and purify the sacred ark, shoti^ it 
accidentally receive the impure touch , 
deacon or layman ; to repeat the prayer of 
admission, and sign the cross on the skull- 
cap of the candidate for monastic seclu- 
sion ; and to afford absolution for trivial 
offences against the conscience. 

- Twelve thousand clerical drones, 

“Fruges consuuieire nati,” 

fatten in idleness on the labor of the Work- 
ing classes; and .the kiss imprinted on the 
hand of one of these licentious shepherds 
being believed to purify the body from ail 
sin, they are treated with the highest re- 
spect and veneration,' are fed and caressed 
both by high and low, and invariably ad- 
dressed as father.” 

Upon payment each of a few pieces of 
salt, many hundred candidates receive the 
breath of the Holy Ghost from the aboon 
in a single day ; but every Abyssinian be- 

- ing ignorant of his own age, it is essential 
• to the reception of priestly orders that the 

beard should haveappeared. Deacons are 
chosen from among boys and children, .be- 
cause on reaching maturity the life of the 
adult is not always distinguished by tiiat 


purity which is held indispensable. 
The juvenile novices are present during 
divine service in the capacity of servitors, 
and they complete the requisite number 
at the administration of the holy commu- 
nion. 

The fatlier confessor is bound to the 
strictest secrecy ; and it is believed that 
on this point a dread oath is taken before 
ordination, when all the mysteries of re- 
ligion are expounded by the aboon, and 
especially those which have reference to 
the preparation of bread for the holy sup- 
per. In a small house styled Bethlehem, 
which rises immediately behind every 
church, the mysterious ceremony is per- 
formed. The deacon can alone bake the 
cake ; and the most vigilant guard is inva- 
riably preserved against the approach or 
intrusion of females or other improper visi- 
tors during the hour of solemn preparation. 

Certain revenues and estates ar© set 
apart for the support of each clerical 
establishment; and to insure the 'proper 
distribution, an alaka, or chief, is selected 
by the monarch, from either class of so- 
ciety. While a successful foray is inva- 
riably followed by donations from the 
throne, the safe return from a journey is 
acknowledged by an offering on the part 
of all private in’dividuals ; and the shade 
of the venerable juniper-trees, which adorn 
the church-yard on the summit of the 
greenest knolls, is ever crowded with 
groups of sleek, hooded priests, who bask 
in the enjoyment of idle indulgence. 
'\Tliere are perhaps more churches in 
Ab^^^sini?^ than in any other part of' the 
Clirisfta^i world ; and he who has erected 
one believe^ that he has atoned for every 
sin. Bjrt even the best are very misera- 
ble edifices of Wattle plastered with mud, 
only to be distinguished from the surround- 
ing hovels by a thin coating, of i^diitewash, 
which is dashed over the outside to point 
with the finger of pride to the peculiar 
privilege of the twm great powers In the 
land. Circular in form, with a door to 
each quarter of the compass, and a conical 
tliatclij the apex is surmounted by a brazen 
cross, which is usually adorned with os- 
trich eggs; and the same depraved and 
heathenish taste pervades the decorations 
of the interior. Sculpture is strictly for- 
bidden ; but the walls are bedaubed with 
paintings of the partron saint of the church, 
the blessed Virgin, and a truly incongru- 
ous assemblage of cherubim and fallen 
angels, with the evil one himself enveloped 
in hell flames. Timbrels and crutches 
depend in picturesque confusion from the 
bare rafters of the roof ; no ceiling protects 
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tlle head from the descent of the lizard and 
the spider ; and the ioiU ensemble of the 
slovenly ilbyssinian church presents the 
strangest imaginable picture of cobweb 
finery. 

The Jewish temple consisted of three 
distinct divisions— the fore-court, the holy, 
and the holy of liolies. To the first lay- 
men were admitted, to the second only the 
priest, and to the third the high priest 
alone. x\ll entrance was denied to the 
pagan, a custom which is rigorously en- 
tbrced in Abyssinia; and her churches 
are in like manner divided' into three parts. 

Eight feet in breadth, the first compart- 
ment stretches, after the fashion of a cor- 
ridor, entirely around the building. It is 
styled Kene Ma/tefe/, and, strewed through- 
out with green rushes, forms the scene of 
morning woi’ship. To the right of the en- 
trance is the seat of honor for priests and 
erudite scribes ; and beyond this court, 
save on certain occasions, the bare foot of 
the unlearned layman cannot pass. 

Makdas is the second compartment. 
This is the sanctuary in which the priests 
officiate, and a corner is set apart for lay- 
men during the administration of the holy 
supper, while a cloth screens the myste- 
ries of the interior. Here also hang, ar- 
ranged around the walls, the bones of 
many deceased worthies, which have been 
carefully gathered from the newly opened 
sepulchre, and are deposited by the hand 
of the priest in cotton bags. By themear- 
est relative, the first opportunity is em- 
braced of transporting these mouldering 
emblems of mortality to the sacred i-esting- 
piace of Debra Libanos, where the living 
and the dead are alike blessed with a rich 
treasure of righteousness, since the re- 
.mains of Tekla Haimanot, the patron saint 
of A-byssinia, still shed a bright halo over 
the scene^of his miracles upon earth. 

To Kedis the fiioly of- holies, 

none but the alaka is admitted. Behind 
its veil the sacrament is consecrated, the 
communion vessels are deposited, and the 
tremendous mysteries of the iadoi^ or ark 
of the covenant, are shrouded from the 
eyes of the uninitiated. The gold of the 
foreigner has penetrated the secret of the 
contents of this box, which are nothing 
more than a scroll of parchment, on which 
is inscribed the name of the patron saint 
of the church ; but the priest, who dared 
to open his lips on the subject to one of 
his own countrymen, would incur the 
heavy penalties due to the sacrilege. 

The most ridiculous exploits are record- 
ed of Menilek the son of Solomon and the 
queen of Sheba, who crowned along course 
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of iniquity by plundering the temple of 
Jerusalem. The true ark of Zion is be- 
lieved still to exist in the church at Axura ; 
but prayers, vows, and oblations, are equal* 
iy made to the handicraft of any vain ec- 
clesiastic, which may be held up to the 
admiring multitude as having been secreted 
in a cave during the inroad of the con- 
quering Graan, and since revealed by a 
miraculous dream from Heaven. 

In the presence of the mysterious cask- 
et consists the -only sanctity of the church. 
Heretics alone doubt of its inherent vir- 
tues ; and every individual who professes 
Christianity,- must during life make his 
vows and oblations to the one he has se- 
lected, in order that after death he may 
enjoy the privilege of interment under its 
sacred influence. Young and old, rich 
and poor, prostrate themselves to the 
ground as tlie idol is carried in procession 
through the streets under the great um- 
brellas; and when replaced in his case in 
: the holy of holies, the air is rent by the 
attendant priests with shouts of “ The 
temple of the eternal God !” 

All the disqualifications of the Levitical 
law oppose entrance to the sacred edifice, 
and both the threshold and the door-posts 
must be kissed in passing. Like the Jews, 
the Abyssinians invariably commence the 
service with the trisagion, “Holy, holy, 
holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth.” The 
sweet singer of Israel danced before the 
Lord, and a caricature imitation remains, 
the chief point of Abyssinian worship. 
Capering and beating the ground with 
theit feet, the priests stretch out their 
crutches toward each other with frantic 
gesticulations, while the clash of the tim- 
brel, the sound of the drum, and the howl- 
ing of harsh voices, complete a most 
strange form of devotion. The lessons are 
taken, partly from: the Scriptures, partly 
from the miracles of the holy Virgin and 
of Tekla Haimanot, the life of saint George, 
and other foolish and fabulous works ; but 
all are in the ancient Ethiopic tongue, 
which to the congregation is a dead letter ; 
and the sole edification of a visit to the 
church is therefore comprised in the kiss 
that has been imprinted on the portal. 

In order to obtain the desired and envia- 
ble position of eating the bread of com- 
parative idleness, a sacrifice is indispen- 
sable. The priest is restricted to the 
possession of a single wife ; and on her 
demise or infidelity, no second marriage 
is authorized. A small portion of lore 
must, moreover, be imbibed — ^the Psalms 
of David must be carefully conned — and 
the mysteries of Abyssinian song and 
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toce be fuliy penetrated, before the sacred 
office can be attained. The lessons of 
early youth are, however, speedily for^ot^ 
ten, and the constant repetition of the 
jsame words removes the necessity of re- 
taining the character. Few in after years 
can read — still fewer respect the vow of 
chastity — and the employment of the morn- 
ing hours of the Sabbath, and of the holy- 
clays, in dancing and shouting within the 
walls of the church, entitle the performer 
10 all the immunities and comforts per^ 
ialuing unto holy orders. 

In every clerical conclave the king pos- 
sesses the supreme voice of authority ; and 
the despotic monarch may in Shoa be 
Justly regarded as the head of Ms own 
church. Loss of office is the great pun- 
ishment inflicted by the spiritual court, 
which is composed of the assembled mem- 
bers of the individual church, and degra- 
dation is followed by the expulsion of the 
offending brother from the community. 
But the great hall of justice is not unfre- 
quently g]*aced with the presence of the 
refractory priest ; and fetters in the, dun- 
geon, or banishment from the realm, main- 
tain a wffiolesome fear of the royal power 
of investigation in matters ecclesiastical. 

The monk is admitted to the order of 
his choice by any officiating priest. A j 
prayer is repeated, the skull -cap blessed 
with the sign of the cross, and the cere- 
'.niony is complete. But a more imposing 
rite ktends the oath of celibacy before the 
aboon. The clergy avssembie in numbers, , 
and fires are lighted around the person of 
the candidate. His loins are bound about 
with the leathern girdle of saint John, and 
xhe prayer and the requiem for the dead 
rise pealing from the circle. The Glasioct 
—a narrow strip of black cloth adorned 
with <’olored crosses — is then placed on 
the shaven crown, and shrouded Irom view 
by the enveloping shawl; and the- arch- 
bishop, clad in his robes of state, having 
repeated the concluding prayer and bless- 
ing, signs with his own hand the emblem 
of faith over the various parts of the body. 

Education ^vas in former days to be ob- 
tained alone from the inmate of the mo- 
nastic abode ; and a life of scanty food, aus- 
terity, and severe fasting, was embraced 
only by the more enthusiastic. But the 
skin-cloak, and the dirty head-dress, now 
envelope the listless monk, who, satisfied 
with a dreamy and indolent existence, 
basks during the day cm the grassy banks ' 
of the sparkling mulct, and prefers a bare 
sBufficiency of coarse fare from the hand of 
royal charity, to the sweeter morsel earned 
by the sweat of the brow. 


...Priest-riddmi and bigoted to tlie last de- 
gree, the chains of bondage are firmly riv« 
eted around the neck of the infatuated 
Abyssinian. The most ridiculous doctrines 
must be believed, ; and the. most severe 
fasts;, and penances 'imist be endured, ac- 
cording to .the pleasure and the fiat of the 
church. Uncharitable and uncompromis- 
ing, her anger often blazes forth into the 
furious blast of excommuaication ; and for 
offences the most trivial, the souls of men. 
are consigned to eternal perdition.' 

. Pasts, penances, and excomniimicatioii,. 
form, ill fact, the chief props of the eleiica! 
power; but, the repentant s'imier ’ can ai« 
i ways, purchase E' substitute to undergo the 
two former, and the ban of the; church is 
readily averted by'''a timely offering’. .Spi- 
ritual offences are indeed of rare occur- 
' rence ; for murder and sacrilege alone give 
umbrage to the easy conscience of the na- 
tive of Slioa ; and al! other crimes wr.i,tte.ii 
in the book of Christian commandment 
have been, well nigh effaced from the sur- 
face of his tablet. Abstinence and the 
disbursement of suitable largesses to the 
priest and mendicant, are of themselves 
quite sufficient to insure the requisite abso- 
lution for every sin committed in the fiesii. 

The death-bed and the funeral feast are 
attended with. much advantage to the tem- 
poral .interests of the diurcli. The choi- 
cest food is unsparingly dealt out, and the 
bereaved .widow is glad to leave the man- 
' agement ' of her atfairs to the assiduous 
father confessor, ivlio Is entertained, i'li the 
house of all who. can afford the expense. 
The dying man bestoWS' a portion of his 
estate in this world for the bright hopes 
.which absolution extends in that which is 
to come ; and the holy sacrament is even 
administered after the soul has quitted the, 
tenement of clay, in order that the super- 
stition of grateful relatives rna^' grant a 
rich rewjird for the blessing of the* priest, 
and for his undeniable assurance of ex- 
emption from punishment hereafter. 

But the Abyssinian possesses no idea of 
the more salutary doctrine of Christianity. 
Polluted faith is here reflected in the mir- 
ror of depraved manners, and lo,iig severe 
fastings constitute the es.sence of his de- 
generate religion. The idol worship of 
saints has made rapid progress in the land ; 

, and the ignorance of the clergy is only to 
I be equalled by the impurity of the lay • 
classes. Their belief in Christianity, if 
that term can be applied, is strange, child- 
ish, and inconsistent ; and bigoted to the 
faith of their ancestors, they abhor and 
despise all who refuse acquiescence in this 
their absurd confession : 
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That tlie Alexaii.iiri. 1,11 faith is tlie only 
/jite bc'iief, ■■■* . 

''"Tint faith, [ogether n’”th baptism, is 
bi'ir '* bi jiiHiticntioii : ’oat that God 
alijis and fastiiig. as amends for 
■jin committed prior to the performance of 
:i3e !>ariti«riia[ rite. 

Tliat micliristened ' cliildren are not 


contents ; .and to trust to the fast and the 
priestly absolution than to mould his con- 
duct- according to the gospel ; and it is not 
until commerce, with the arts of civilized 


happy country of the true word of God. 
The bigotry of ages is confirmed by the 
self-pride and the eiicessive ignorance of 
the .present race .;, and on the rising or on 
the niiborn generation must rest tJie^ sole 
hope for a moral resniTection. 


Tliat the baptism, of water is. the true i 
legeiie ration. . ' 

‘ddiat invocation oiiglif to be made to 
the ; 300 a use smiling mortals are 

^ / or cy U appoar in the presence of God, 
iiTiii becan.so if the saints be well loved, 
they will iisteri to all prayer. 

** Tiiat a,li sins are forgiven from the 
raoment tliat Ihe kiss of the pilgriiii is im- 
pri nted tai the stones of . Jerusalem ; and 
that kissing the hand of a priest purifies 
the bedy fro'm all sin. 

*' Tliat sins must be confessed to .the 
pries: — saints invoked— and -full faith re- 
posed in charms and amulets, more espe- 
cially if written in an unknown tongue. 

“• That prayers for the dead are neces- 
sary, and absolution indispensable ; but 
that the souls of the departed do not im- 
mediately enter upon a state of happiness, 
the period being in exact accordance wnth 
the .a,] ms - and prayers that are.', expended 
lipo!! earth.” , "... 

All ideas regarding salvation are thus 
vagus ■„ .a,iid i,ndefiiiite' .and 'vain, foolish 
doctrines have taken entire, . possession of 
the s,hallow thoughts of the .Christian of 
Stiiiopia., . , Bom amid .falsehood and deceit, 
cradled in bloodshed, .and nursed in the- 
arms of idieness and debauchery, the' na- 
dcnal character is truly painted in the con- 
fession of one of her degenerate sons : — 
Wliensocvci* we behold, the pleasing 
ware, we desire to steal it ; and we are 
•jicver in^he company of a man whom we 
dislike, tliat we do not wish to kill Mm on 
the spot.” . ■ 

The . uphill task of The missionary is 
therefore hard *, and the wonder is that so' 
much has been accomplished — not that the 
harvest is scanty. The example of a holy 
life cniniot fail to produce a beneficial ef- 
fect, and the preacher of the .gospel is ac- 
knowledged to possess every quality' that 
is good, mild, and just.; but disliked, .as ,a, 
stranger of envied accomplishment, , des- 
pised as an alien to' tlie'.ian,d,'aiid hated by 
the jealous priesthood, the . word's of truth 
fail unheeded 'from lips'. the. most eloquent, 
and- the best-directed , endeavo,rs prove ,of 
srnali avail. Perfectly,, .satisfied w,ith his 
own creed, the ilbys'sinian finds it easier, 
to kiss the holy book than to 'peruse its 


. CHAPTE'E' CV'ir. ■ " 

ABTSSINIAX EITES AKB PEACTICES WHICH 
WOULB APPEAK TO 'HAVE BEEN BOPtROW- 
ED FROM THE HEBREWS. 

The claim to the appellation of Ildbeslii^ 
•* a mixed and mingling people, is most 
aptly exemplified in this strange medley 
of religion, to which the Jew, the Moslem, 
and the Pagan, has each contributed. A 
mixture from different nations, as stigma- 
tized by the original terra, the Abyssini- 
ans liEive garbled the faith of their an- 
cestors ; and there is assuredly no Chris- 
tian community in the whole world, which 
has jurabled together truth and falsehood 
with such utter inconsistency as the vain 
church of Ethiopia. 

Many circumstances have conspired to 
render the nation more peculiarly susceptl- 
ible of Hebrew influence. The .first Chris- 


and worshippers of the great serpent Arwe ; 
but the ancestors of those Jews who to the 
present day exist in the country, i.mques- 
tionably arrived long before the nation had 
embraced the Christian religion, and in 
their attempts to obtain a moral infiueiice 
over their pagan hosts were far from being 
inactive in their adopted home. Thus the 
early Christian church, that of Egypt 
especially, by which many Hebrew cus- 
toms had been embraced, was the more 
readily received when introduced into a 
nation among whom similar doctrines and 
practices were already in use. 

Boasting a direct descent from the house 
of Solomon, and flattering themselves in the 
name of the wisest man of antiquity, the 
emperors of Abyssinia preserve the high- 
sounding title of King of Israel,” and the 
national standard, displays for their motto 
The Lion of the tribe of Judah hath 
prevailed.” The tradition of Queen Ma- 
queda has been ascribed to the invention of 
Aose fugitive Jews, who, after the destruc- 
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tion of Jerusalem by the Emperor Titus, of the flesh of certain animals, pronotm^ed 
emigTated into the northern states by way unclean by the Mosaic law, also heawily 
of tSe Red Sea — ^who disseminated it with binds the stubboim neck of the Ethiopian, 
the design of obtaining the desired permis- The act which is deemed disgracefni in the 
sion to settle in the country, andhvhose de» eyes of men, is regarded as a moral tfaiis- 
scendants are the Falashes still extant gression, and is jisited, as was the case in 
among the monntains of Simieii and Las- the Mosaic institution, by the stem repri- 
ta. But whatever maybe thought by oth- mand of the priest The penance of se- 
ers of the legend -of descent, the firm na- vere fasting, or of uneasy repose upon the 
tional belief in the origin traced will in a bare ground, is enforced by the father-con- 
great measure account for the general in- fessor to efface the taint of the interdicted 
clihation and consent to receive Hebrew animal; and prayers must be repeated, and 
rites ancl practices as they were from time holy water plentifully besprinkled over the 
to time presented. Jews as well as Chris- defiled person of that sinning individual 
tians believe the forty-fifth psalm to be a who shall have dared to touch the meat of 
prophecy of the queen’s visit to Jerusalem, the hare, or the swine, or the aquatic fowl 
whither she was attended by a daughter ‘VThe children of Israel did not eat of 
of Hiram the king oLTyre — the latter por- the sinew which shrank, which is upon the 
tion being a prediction of the birth of Me- hollow of the thigh.” This is in the Am- 
nilek, who was to be king over a nation of haric language termed Shoolada, and it is 
Gentiles. prohibited and held unlawful to be eaten in 

Whatever the true date of their arrival, Shoa, more- especijilly to the members of 
It is certain that the Hebrews have exer- the royal blood. Considered as highly un- 
cised a much greater influence upori the clean, it ranks with the carrion carcass ; 
affairs of Abyssinia than in any other since and the universal belief prevails, that the 
the days of their dispersion ; and although touch of the unholy morsel would infalli- 
their religion was abjured by the nation on bly be followed by the loss of the offending 
the promulgation of the Gospel, the chil- teeth, as a direct reproof of the just indig- 
dren of Israel, moulding a portion of their nation of Heaven, 
worship on the formiil?e of the Christian The Jewish Sabbath is strictly observed 
faith, and esteemed as sorcerers and cun- throughout the kingdom. The ox and the 
ning artists in the land, found a safe asylum ass are at rest. Agricultural pursuits are 
among the mountains, and exist to the pres- suspended. Household avocations must be 
ent day, here, as elsewhere, a separate and laid aside, and the spirit of idleness reigns 
peculiar nation. throughout the day. 

With the destruction of the race of Sol- Abolished by order of the great council 
omon the Jewisli party for a time obtained of Laodicea, the Oriental churches were, 
the preponderance, x^gain, on the resto- afterthe observance of centuries, freed from 
ration of the reigning dynasty, they were this burden ; and men gladly availed them- 
hunted among the mountains as a race ac- selves of the ecclesiastical license to work 
cursed, and the feeling reigned paramount on the Saturday. Here, however, the au- 
to sweep the wanderers from the face of cient usage agreed too well with the lazi- 
the land. But the custom of ages had ini- ness of a people systematically trained to 
pressed the Hebrew practices too deeply indolence ; and when, a few years ago, one 
to be removed. They were, in fact, re- daring spirit presumed, in advance of the 
garded in the light of orthodox Christian age, to burst the fetters of superstition, his 
doctrines ; and as might have been expect- majesty the king of Shoa, stimulated by the 
cdfroma bigoted and superstitious peo- advice of besotted .monks, . delegated His 
pie, the severest persecutions were enfor- wardens throughout the land, and issued 
ced against the members of another creed, a proclamation, that whoso disturbed the 
without the nation observing in how far originai dreamy stillness of the Jewish Sab- 
they were themselves tainted with those bath should forfeit his property to the royal 
very principles which in others they eon- treasury, and be consigned to the state dun- 
sidered so justifiable to oppress, geon. 

The Abyssinian Christian will neither Ludolf, the celebrated Strabo of Ethio- 
eat with the Jew, nor with the Galia, nor pia, most accurately remarks, that there 
with the Mohammadan, lest he should is no nation upon earth which fasts so 
thereby participate in the delusions of his strictly as the Abyssinians ; and that they 
creed ; and the church and the churchyard would rather commit a great crime than 
are sternly closed against all who commit touch food on the day of abstinence.’' 
this deadly sin. The same restrictions They not only boast with the Pharisee, “ J 
which prohibited the Jews from partaking fast twice a week,” but pride themseivea 
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also upoii their mortification of the flesh 
during half the year, while the haughty 
and self-sufficient monk vaunts his meagre 
diet as the only means of expiation from 
sin and evil desire, 

Tiie Abyssinians, in common with other 
Christian communities who rigidly observe 
the fasts of Wednesday and Friday, ad- 
vance as an argument that the Jews seized 
our Saviour on the first of those days, and 
on the second carried into execution their 
design of crucifixion ; but as this account 
differs from the evidence of the Gospel, 
which shows that the arrest took place 
upon the Thursday, the observance is most 
probably an imitation of the weekly fasts in 
existence among the Jews. ^ 

The fast of the forty days before Easter 
is observed with much greater rigor than 
any other in Abyssinia; and the rbckless 
individual who shall neglect the great 
“Toma Hodadi” cannot possess one sen- 
timent of true religion in his heart.- To 
the abstinence of this season especially are 
attached peculiar virtues which completely 
nullify the effect of every sin that may be 
committed throughout the residue of the 
year. 

According to the Jewish practice, all cu- 
linary utensils must be thoroughly cleansed 
and polished, to the end that no particle of 
meat or prohibited food may remain to pol- 
lute the pious intention. Journeys and 
travel are strictly interdicted; and from 
the Thursday until Easter morn, no morsel 
should enter the lip, and the parched throat 
ought to remain without moisture. 

During the fast of the holy Virgin, chil- 
dren of tender years are not even exempted 
from the penance of sixteen days ; and du- 
ring the many and weary weeks of absti- 
nence which roll slowly throughout the 
entire year, the Abyssinian priest would 
grant no dispensation to the famished mor- 
tal, were he even to receive an immediate 
mandate from Heaven.” 

Sahela Selassie arose some years ago a 
mighty zealot in the cause ; and perceiving 
that a custom was beginning to decline, 
proclaimed through the royal herald, pains 
and penalties sufficiently severe to insure 
the future strict observance of the fast. 
The commands of the defender of the faith 
were, however, in one instance, transgress- 
ed by a soldier, during a military expedi- 
tion, but his excuse of fatigue under a heavy 
load of the king’s camp equipage was ad- 
mitted ; and although on similar occasions 
a certain iicense is extended, still the mon- 
arch keeps a strict watch oyer the main- 
tenance of church discipline. 

On the annual day of atonement, the 


Jews were obliged to confess their 
fore a priest. In like manner the Abyssi- 
nians are commanded from time to time to 
perfoi-m the ceremony, during the great 
fast of Hodada more particularly, and 
Good Friday, the day of the Jewish expi- 
ation. And as the slave, in token of his 
freedom and dismissal, received the blow 
from the Roman praetor, so the penitent 
on absolution receives a stroke over the 
shoulders from the branch of the Woira 
tree, as a sign of his deliverance from sin 
and Satan. 

^ .Like the pagans of ancient and modem 
times, who placed between the most high 
God and themselves an inferior deity, the 
Abyssinians observe this species of idola- 
try, although the names of their tutelar 
spirits have been changed. Saint Michael 
and the holy Virgin are here venerated as 
in no other country in the world — ^the for- 
mer as the martial leader of all the choirs 
of angels — the latter as chief of all saints, 
and queen of heaven and of earth; and 
both are considered as the great interces- 
sors for mankind. 

The detrimental influence of this super- 
stition is fully exemplified in the conduct 
pf the nation. The mediator is ever em- 
ployed when individual courage fails in 
impudent assurance or insatiable beggary. 
Time is uselessly wasted in importunity, 
which all believe must in the end prove 
successful ; and the practice of invocation 
and intercession thus exerts the most bane- 
ful tendency even upon the daily dealing 
ofiife. 

Like the Jews of 
weep and lament on 
and the shriek ascends to the sky, as if the 
: soul could be again recalled from the world 
of spirits. The Israelites employed hired 
mourners ; but here the friends and rela- 
tives of the departed assemble for the same 
purpose, and the absence of any 
scene is ascribed to want of love 
tion. As with the Jews, the most inferior 
garments are employed as the weeds of 
wo ; and the skin torn from the temples, 
and scarified on the cheeks and breast, pro- 
claims the last extremity of grief. 

In later days, the extravagance of mourn- 
ing has been somewhat moderated, through 
the agency of a priest of the church of 
George, who stood boldly forward to arrest 
a practice, equally at variance with the 
sacred books of the country, and with the 
spirit of the New Testament. Excommu- 
nication was thundered upon all who should 
thenceforth indulge publicly in the luxury 
of wo; and the people trembled under the 
ban of the church. The death of a great 
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governor soon confirmed the restriction. 
Loved and esteemed by all classes, the. 
prohibition was severely felt,/ The com- 
plaint was referred to the throne ; and as 
the deceased was a man of rank, and a 
royal favorite withal, the clergy were com- 
manded to grant, absolution in this one in- 
stance. But Zeddoo, the stout-hearted 
priest, arose, and declared tliat he had no 
respect for persons, and that the words of 
truth must be defended to the death. The 
silence of the monarch enforced the eccle- 
siastical fiat ; and to this day the drum is 
mute at the funeral wake, and the custom- 
ary praise of the deceased is heard no more 
ih'the public resorts of the capital. 

The Talmud asserts that those who died 
piousiy remained in a state of active know- 
ledge of all the occurrences of this world. 
Philo, the learned Jew of Alexandria, in- 
forms us, that the souls of the patriarchs 
pray incessantly for the Jewish nation, and 
the erudite rabbins believed that angels are 
tlie governors of all sublunary things, and 
that each man and every country has, a 
guardian angel for protection and direction. 
The Abyssinians carry this belief even 
further — they confidently anticipate the in- 
tercession and assistance of saints and 
angels in all spiritual and secular concerns, 
and invoke and adore them in even a higher 
degree than the Creator. All their churches 
arc dedicated to one in particular, and the 
holy “tabot’^ is regarded as the visible rep- 
resentative of the celestial patron. The 
ark of St. Michael accompanies all military 
expeditions, to insure success against the 
gentiles ; and that of Tekla Haimanot 
stands the palladium of the north, -to pre- 
serve the empire from the attacks* of the 
Mohammadan prince of Argobba. 

All the absurd ideas of the Jewish rab- 
bins regarding the dead have been received 
and embraced by the fathers of Abyssinia. 
They maintain with the Komanists too, 
tliat the soul of the departed does not im- 
mediately enter into the kingdom of joy, 
but is conducted to a habitation situated 
in an invisible spot between the heaven 
and the eartli, where it remains until the 
resurrection, in a state of happiness or tor- 
ment, according to the aims and prayers 
bestowed by surviving relatii’^es and friends. 
Niches in the same spot are also occupied 
by the saints p and the inconsistency of 
their faith fully appears in the belief that 
the intercession of the Almighty is abso- 
lutely necessary of these very saints, who 
themselves require mortal hapdiation to he 
' , “Absolved from their spiritn^lmperfections, 
iind to be suffered to resfc*% p^ace until 
coming of Christ. ’ - ^ " 


But tiie self-interest of the avaricious 
priest is wrapped up in the preservation of 
this dOGtrine. The clergy enjoy the price 
of death-bed confession ; and a" corner of 
the church-yard is sternly denied to all 
who die without the due performance of 
the rite, or whose relations refuse the fee 
and the funeral feast. The payment of 
eight pieces of salt, however, wafts the soul 
of a poor man to a place of rest, and the 
tescar^ or banquet for the dead, places him 
in a degree of liappincss according to tiie 
costliness of the entertainment. The price 
of eternal bliss is necessarily higher to the 
rich; but German crowns procm*e the at- 
tendance of venal priests, who absolve and 
pray continuaiiy day and night, and the 
reeking hrundo is frequently devoured in 
commemoration of the event. Royalty is 
taxed at a still more costly rate, and "the 
anniversaries of the deaths of the six kings 
of Slioa are held with great ceremony m 
the capital. Once during every twfelve 
months, befoi-e the commencement of a 
splendid feast, their souls are fully absolved 
from , all sin ; and the munificence of their 
illustrious descendant is still further dis- 
played in the long line of beeves which 
afterward wends its way to the threshold 
of every church in Ankober. 


CHAPTER CVIII. 

T.HE PEOPLE. 

yETHiops, one of the twelve descendants 
of Cusli, the son of Ham, said to hav6^:been 
begotten and buried at Axum, is 'regatrded 
by the Abyssinians as their great progeni- 
tor. Shortly after the fiood, the grandson 
of Noah is believed to have advanced from 
the low country, then under the dominion 
of the sea and the marsh, until, aTter cross- 
ing a tract little fitted for tiie occupation 
of the shepherd, he ascended the high- 
lands of Ethiopia, which aftbrded an invit- 
ing habitation to the parent stock from 
which has emanated the difierent shoots of 
African population. 

Like most other Abyssinian legends, 
this version is' somewhat at variance with 
received history, which assigns to Arabia 
the original seat of the Cushites. The 
strange medley of color and feature ob- 
servable at the present day, does not. how- 
ever, overturn the theory of origin. The 
habits of the people, and the ])eculiariy 
varied climate of their country, together 
. with the usual result of mingling inter* 
^ course with the fairer and more beaiitiM 
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among the various hordes of slaves which 
have for ages streamed through the land 
from the ravaged interior,are in tliemselves 
sufficient to account for the diversity. 

The connection with Arabia, commen- 
cing at a period the most remote, is known 
to have existed for many centuries.- Ar- 
mies from both nations respectively visited 
each other in Vvrath — merchants recipro- 
cally sustained the intercourse — later still, 
the family of the false prophet found an 
asylum among the mountains of a country, 
which, as a Christian state that was not 
overwlieimed by tiie resistless flood of 
Islamism, stands alone in the history of 
Eastern nations; and to the present day 
.many peculiarities in the language, the 
laws, and tlie customs of both, continue to 
mark a common origin. Existing usages 
would also tend to confirm what was af- 
firmed in the days of Diodorus, th.at Egypt 
was originally colonized from Ethiopia, the 
very soil being brought down from the 
highlands by the floods of the Nile. 

Caucasian features predominate among 
the Amhara; but the complexion passes 
through every shade, from an olive brown 
to the- jet black of the negro. An approxi- 
mation to the thick lip and flattened nose 
is not unfrequentiy to be seen; but the 
length and silkiness of the hair invariably 
marks the wide difference that exists be- 
tween the two races. The men are tall, 
robust, and well formed ; and the women, 
although symmetrically made, are scarcely 
less masculine. They are sometimes beau- 
tiful, but, as a rule, the reverse ; and their : 
attempts are indeed ingenious to render 
hideous the broad unmeaning expanse of 
countenance bestowed -xipon them by na- 
ture. 

All savages esteem certain deformities 
to be perfection, and strive, by augmenting 
ihe wild?>e3s of their aspect, to enhance 
the beauty of their persons. Having first 
eradicated the eyebrow, the Amhara dam- 
sel paints a deep .narrow curved line in 
their room with a strong permanent blue 
dye ; thus .imparting’ a look of vacancy and 
"foolislmess, which in the ^ high-born, dame' 
is heightened by plastering the ■ cheeks :to 
the very eyes' with a /pigment, of red, ochre 
and fat. If not close shaven, and. eneircled 
by a narrow greasy fillet of rag,, the head, 
is adorned with many minute rows of 
elaborate curls, which diverge from a com- 
nion centre, and are besmeared .with stale 
butter untii the wig has assumed the .ap- 
pearance of an ordinary English beehive. 

. The costume consists of a wide sack 
chemise with baggy sleeves, confined, 
loimd Ihe waist by a narrow, girdle, and sur- 


mounted by a long winding, sheet thrown 
over the head, and descending to tiie heels 
-—very coarse and strong, and, like Ruth^s 
veil, fuDy capable of containing six meas- 
ures of wheat. Large black wooden studs 
in the lobe of the ear are on high days and 
hoiydays replaced by masses of silver or 
pewter, resembling a pile of hand-grenades, 
or the teething rattles employed in nurse- 
ries. Bracelets and anklets of the same 
metals, which, from their clumsiness, are 
aptly denominated “fetters,” are worn by 
those who can afford such extravagance. 
Blue and gold-colored beads are ingenious- 
ly wrought into a necklace by the wealth- 
ier, who never appear without a bandalier 
of potent amulets terminating in a huge 
red bell-rope tassel ; and the lady of rank 
completes her toilet by dying her hands 
and feet red with the bulb called ensdesK 
securely plugging aip the nostrils with 
lemonpeel or some aromatic herb, so that 
the end of the bouquet may dangle before 
the mouth. 

From the king to the peasant, the cos- 
tume of the men consists of a large loose 
web of coarse cotton cloth, enveloping the 
entire person in graceful folds, but . well 
nigh incapacitating the wearer from exer- 
tion^ ‘ Frequently disarranged, and falling 
ever and anon upon the ground, the trou- 
blesome garment must be constantly tuck- 
ed up and folded anew about the shoulders, 
from which it is removed in deference to 
every passing superior, A cotton waist- 
cloth of many yards in length is swathed 
about the loins, and a pair of very wide 
loose trowsers, termed smaphil, hang bare- 
ly to the knee. 

The sword, the spear, and the buckler, 
are the national weapons ; and the first is 
girded to the loins of every male subject 
in the kingdom, be his profession what it 
may. Barely tw'o feet in length, and highly 
crescent-shaped, it rather resembles a 
sickle than an implement of war. It 
serves equally at the banquet and in the 
field ; but being firmly lashed to the right 
side protrudes most incommodiously be- 
hind, and is not to be detached from the 
scabbard unless by much grunting and 
personal exertion. 

“ With the imfasliion’d far 
Eough-clad, devoid of every liner art, 

And elegance of lile,” 

the serf still appears in tlie raw fleece of 
the sheep, which he shifts according to the 
vicissituaes of the w-eather. During the 
journey or the foray a cloak, composed of 
the prepared skin of the lion, the leopard, 
or the ocelot, is thrown over the shoulders 
of the better classes. Neither shoes nor 
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sandals are ever employed. The despot 
and the wandering- mendicant are alike 
barefooted ; and, unless By the clergy or 
the inmate of the monastery, no covering 
is worn on the head. A wooden skewer, 
displaying either a feather or a sprig 6f 
wild asparagus, is stuck in the hair of two- 
thirds of the nation, and the arm of every 
■man of any note is encumbered with an 
infinity of copper rings forming a gauntlet, 
or with ponderous ivory armlets, or with a 
mass of silver which might serve as a 
shackle to a wild colt. 

In the absence of a razor, the men scru- 
pulously denude their cheeks and chin 
with a pair of very indifierent scissors — a 
mode of proceeding which serves greatly 
to enhance the dirty appearance of their 
unwashed faces. Water, not less than 
coffee and tobacco, being studiously avoid- 
ed, as savoring too strongly of abhorred 
Islamism, the Christian contents himself 
with rubbing his eyes in the morning with 
the dry corner of his discolored robe ; but 
the greatest attention is paid to the man- 
agement of the hair, with which nature 
has so liberally supplied him, and many 
hours are daily expended in arranging the 
mop into various and quaint devices.” At 
one time worn hanging in long clustering 
ringlets over the cheeks and neck — at an- 
other, frizzed into round matted protuber- 
ances ; to-day, fancifully tricked and trim- 
med into small rows of minute curls like a 
counsellor’s peruke ; and to-morrow, boldly i 
divided into four large lotus-leaved com- ' 
partments — it is invariably reeking* under 
a liberal coat of rancid butter, which taints 
the atmosphere with the most nauseous 
and abominable effluvium. 

During the period of mourning, which 
extends to one year, black or yellow gar- 
ments, or the ordinary apparel steeped in 
mire, must be worn as weeds ; and on the 
demise of a relative or friend, both sexes 
scarify the cheeks by tearing from below 
each temple a circular piece of skin about 
the^ size of a sixpence ; to accomplish 
which, the nail of the little finger is pur- 
posely suffered to grow like an eagle’s 
talon. An ecclesiastical remonstrance to 
the tlirone, representing this practice to be 
in direct violation of the written law, “ Ye 
shall not make any cuttings in your flesh 
for the dead,” long since obtained the pro- 
mulgation of a royal edict directing its 
discontinuance; but it is still universally 
. practiced; and throughout the kingdom 
there is scarcely an individual to be seen, 
whether male or female, who has not at 
mme period of life been thus horribly dis- 
figured. 


The malebf, a small encircling cord of 
deep blue silk, chosen in reference to the 
smiling sky above, is the badge of debased 
Christianity throughout the land: and 
those who accidentally appear in public 
without It are severely censured by their 
pastors. Like other Eastern nations, the 
Amliara have no family name. They soon 
ripen and grow old. Girls become mothers 
at the early age of twelve, and are decaved 
before the summer of life has well com- 
menced. 

It has been conjectured by Bliny, that 
the Orientals received thell^ first hints in 
pchitecture from the swallow ; and that, 
in imitation of the abode of the feathered 
instructor, their primeval essays were 
nriade in clay,"* Whence the Abj^ssinians 
obtained their ideas on the subject it were 
difficult to tell t but it is certain that they 
have made little progress, whether in ex- 
ecution or in design. Their houses, con- 
structed as in the earliest days, are still a 
mere framework of stakes, sparingly be- 
daubed with a rude coating of mud. Here 
thieves can readily^ break through and 
steal and of such a flimsy nature are the 
niaterials employed, that the morning sun 
often rises a witness to the truth of the 
scriptural metaphor, “He built his house 
upon the sand, and it was swept awav by 
the rising flood.” ' , 

The windows, when any windows there 
be, are mere perforations in the wall, fur- 
nished with shutters, but unprovided with 
any transparent substance; and thus, if 
the clumsy door is closed,, against the 
searching fog, or the cutting wintry blast, 
all possibility of admitting light is pre- 
cluded.^^ The thermometer rarely risino" 
above 65®, indicates the necessity for art? 
ficial heat ; but, excepting through the 
crevices in the door, and the apertures of 
the cracked walls, there exists Oo exit for 
tne snaoke of the sunken wood fire, which 
thus fills the solitaiy apartment, blackens 
the low roof, and occasions frequent at- 
tacks of ophthalmia. Throughout, the 
most slovenly, appearance pervades the 
dreary interior. Furniture is limited to a 
small wicker table, a bullock’s hide, and a 
rickety beastead abounding in , vermin ; 
and while the universal objection to the 

use of water, whether as regards the per- 
son or the apparel of the inmates, enhan- 
ces the gloomy vista of cobweb desolation, 
dirt and filth choke up the surrounding 
mclosure. 

' The absence of drains or sewers com- 
pels the population of the towns and vil- 
lages to live like swine in the filth of their 
own styes, inhaling ail the odors of de- 
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composing matter and stagnant water. 
TMe comfort of space is never consulted— 
stables and onthouses are far beyond tbe 
notions of the proprietor ; and in the ab- 
sence of all tidiness or comfort in the ar- 
rangement of the yards, the unseemly 
dunghill, which in other countries is car- 
ried away to improve the soil, is here 
sulfered to accumulate and rot before the 
entrance. Poisoning the atmosphere with 
its baneful exhalations, it is periodically 
swept away by the descending torrents to 
feed the rank weeds which fatten in the 
mire ; but no attempt is to be seen at the 
small trim garden, or neat rustic porch, 
even in the lone farm-steadings which are 
scattered throughout the county. All 
alike present a dreary look of desertion. 
The poultry, and the mules, and the farm- 
stock, and the inhabitants, all reside under 
the same roof. Bare walls and slovenly 
thatch rise from a straggling wattle stock- 
ade, which environs the premises to pre- 
serve the inmates from the nocturnal at- 
tacks of the prowling hyena, and to impart 
the fallest idea of confinement and misery. 
Few trees break the monotony of the 
scene. No busy hum of glad labor is to 
be heard — no bustle or noise among the 
elders-— no merry game or amusement 
among the children ; and thus to the Eu- 
ropean visitor the ’whole appears strange, 
savage, and unnatural. 

With the doors allowing free ingress to 
every injurious current, with roofs admit- 
ting the tropical rain, and sunken floors 
covered with unwholesome damp, it is 
only surprising that many more of the 
people of Shoa are not martyrs to disease. 
It is now nine years since an epidemic 
called oiigdret made its first appearance 
at the capital, and, as might have been an- 
ticipated, spread with fearful virulence in 
the foui%ity. The. drum of misfortune 
was heard by the credulous pealing over 
the land ; and although a black bulk was 
led through the streets, followed by the 
inhabitants carrying stones upon their 
heads in token of repentance, and the sac- 
rifice of atonement was duly performed, 
one half of the whole, population was 
swept away. The monarch sought se- 
clusion in the remote palace at Machal- 
wans, and would see no one until the 
plague was stayed ; and the survivors of 
his subjects fled for a season from a hill 
w‘hich was declared by the priesthood to 
.have been blasted by a curse from Hea^^en. 


CHAPTEE CIX. 

SOCIAL AND MOKAL CONDITION. 

In Shoa a girl is reckoned according to 
the value of her property ; and the heiress 
to a house, a field, and a bedstead, is cer- 
tain to add a husband to her list before 
many summers have shone over her head. 
Marriage is generally concluded by the 
parties declaring, before witnesses, " upon 
the life of the king,” that they intend to 
live happily together, and the property of 
each being produced, is carefully ' apprized. 
A mule or an ass, a dollar, a shield, and a 
sheaf of spears on the one side, are noted 
against the lady’s stock of wheat, cotton, 
and household gear ; and the bargain being 
struck, the effects become joint for the 
time, until some domestic difference re- 
sults in either taking up their own, and 
departing to seek a new mate. 

Matrimony is, however, occasionally 
solemnized by the church, in a manner 
somewhat similar to the observance of 
more civilized lands ; the contracting par- 
ties swearing to take each other for life, 
in wealth or in poverty, in sickness or in 
health, and afterward ratifying the cere- 
mony Dy‘ partaking of the holy sacrament, 
and by an oath on the despot’s life. But 
this fast binding is net relished by the in- 
habitants of Shoa, and it is of very rare 
occurrence. Favorite slaves and concu- 
bines are respected as much as wedded 
wives. No distinction is made between 
legitimate and illegitimate children; and, 
to the extent of his means, every subject 
follows the example set by the monarch, 
who, it has been seen, entertains upon 
his establishment, in addition to his lawful 
spouse, no fewer than five hundred concu- 
bines. 

The king resides only a few weeks at 
either of his many palaces ; and whenever 
he proceeds to another, is accompanied by 
all liis chief officers, courtiers, and domes- 
tics. At each new station a ,new female 
establishment is invariably entertained. 
All conjugal affection is lost sight of, and 
each woman is in turn cast aside in neg- 
lect. Few maiTied couple ever live long 
together without violatinglheir vow ; and 
the dereliction being held of small account, 
a beating is the only punishment inflicted 
upon the weaker party. The jewel chas- 
tity is here in no repute; and the utmost 
extent of reparation to be recovered in a 
court of justice for the most aggravated 
case of seduction is but fivepence sterling ! 

Morality is thus at the very lowest ebb ; 
for there'is neither custom nor inducement 
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to be chaste, and beads, more precious than 
fine ^‘old, bear down every barrier of re- 
straint. Honesty and modesty both^ yield 
to the force of temptation, and pride is sel- 
dom oiiended at living in a state of indo- 
lent dependence upon others., The soft 
savage requires but little inducement to 
follow the bent of her passions according 
to the dictates of unenlightened nature; 
and iieitlier scruples of conscience nor the 
rules of the loose society form any obstacle 
wlintevGr to their entire gratification. 

The bulk of the nation is agricultural ; 
but on pain of forfeiting eight pieces of 
salt, value twenty pence sterling, every 
Christain subject of Shoa is compelled, 
vv’henever summoned, to follow his imme- 
diate governor to the field. A small bribe 
III cloth or honey will sometimes obtain 
leave of absence, but the peasant is usually 
ready and anxious for the foray ; present- 
ing as it does the chance of capturing a 
slave, or a flock of sheep, of obtaining' 
honor in the eyes of the despot, and of 
gratifying his inherent thirst for heathen 
Mood. ‘ . 

The principal men of the country who 
may not be intrusted with government, 
spend their time in basking in the sun, 
holding idle gossip with their neighbors, 
lounging about the purlieus of the court, 
or gambling at gtbheta or shuntridge,* the 
management of the house being left to the 
women, and the direction of the farm ; to 
the servants and slaves. Visits are cus- 
tomarily paid early in the morning; and 
it is reckoned disreputable to enter a stran- 
ger’s house after the hour of meals, be- 
cause the etiquette of the country enforcing 
the presentation of refreshment, the un- i 
seasonable call is ascribed to a desire to 
obtain it. 

Whether in the cabinet or in the field, 
a great man is constantly >surrouiided by a 
numerous band of sycophants, and never 
for a moment sufiered to be by himself. 
The custom of the country enjoins the 
practice — the cheapness of provisions fa- 
vors the support of a large retinue—- and | 
in the lack of manufactories, the popula- i 
tion is able to supply an unlimited number 
of idlers, who are willing to pick up a 
livelihood by any means that chance may 
present. . But to the straijger the nuisance 
is a crying one. No privacy is to be en- 
joyed, for no retirement is ever permitted. 
A dozen naked savages are perpetually by 


* Gi'hheta is a g'ame something allied - to backgam- 
anon, but played with sixty-four balls stored ia twenty 
eavities on the board. 

Bhuntridge i», tvitls few deviations, the Arab game 

of - 


liis;. side, 'restrained^ very correct 
ideas of ..order or decorum. Each intru- 
der. seizes " the -first object that comes 
within his. reach, and "attacks ears, teeth, 
'and .nose with.'. ...the most reckless .'iiidifier- 
• ence to appearance. The confused hum 
and half-suppressed... 'chatter are' far' from 
affording, assistance .during the hours of 
mental employment,; and' at the ' season of 
meals, or during the presence of illustrioiis 
visitors, the'w'hole esta'biislinient, cleiiiidecl 
to the girdle, crowd into the apartment to 
satisfy -insatiate curiosity, under , pretext 
of doing honor to- their,', lord , and master. ' 

On the first introduction of a stra'nger, 
an-- individual is' selected from the ' estab- 
lishment, and appointed the baldoraha^ or 
“ introducer.” ' He is designed to illustrate 
the agency of the holy Virgin -and of the 
saints, between the Redeemer and the sin- 
ning mortal. To him and to him alone 
can a visitor look for admittance into the 
house ; and unless he be present, the mon- 
arch and the great man are alike invisible. 
Court-yards may be thronged with attend- 
ants, and the doors may seem invitingly 
accessible, but the open sesame is wanting, 
and the repulsed visitor returns to Ms 
home disgusted with the insolence re- 
ceived. Time, however, gradually softens 
dowm the rigidity of the most inconvenient 
practice, which is at first so pertinaciously 
observed. Suspicion of evil design gives 
way on matured acquaintance ; and after 
a certain probation, there is not much more 
difficulty experienced in gaining admittance 
to an Abyssinian hut, than to the lordly 
halls of the English nobleman. 

Respect is paid by prostration to tlie 
I earth in a manner the most degrading and 
humiliating — ^by bowing the face among 
the very dust — by removing the robe in 
order to expose the body — and on entering 
the house, by kissing the nearest inanimate 
object. Every subject, of whatever rank, 
when admitted to the royal presence, 
throws himself. fiat before the footstool, 
and three times brings his forehead in con- 
tact with the ground. All stand wdth 
shoulders : bare, to the ,' girdle before liis 
majesty, as do servants in that of the 
master or superior ; hut to equals the cor- 
ner of the. cloth is removed only for a 
time. Anything delivered to a domestic 
must be received with both hands in a 
•ringing attitude ; and should a present 
be made, the nearest object, generally the 
tl 'eshold of the door, is invariably saluted 
wii a the lips. 

A.uong the chiefs and those of rank, 
presents are frequently Interchanged, ai ■“ 
t the utmost display is attempted on their 
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delivery. To this end the articles are sub- Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost — and 
, divided into a multiplicity of minute per- no sooner is the- breath out of the carcass, 
tioiis, placed in baskets covered with red than the^raw and quivering' flesh is handed 
cloth, and consigned to a long train .of to ,the fcanquet. It, is not fair to brand a 
bearers. Each component part of the gift nation with a foul stigma, resting on a soli- 
must next be exposed to the view of the tary fact ; but he who, like the writer, has 
recipients Wild bulls and unruly he-goats, witnessed during the return of the foray 
half as, Itirge as a donkey, , are forcibly the .wanton ;,.mutilation of a aheep, whose 
dragged into the sitting apartment,' to the limbs were in snccession severed from the 
imminent danger and frequent pollution*of carcass while the ^animal was still living, 
all aroiiiid.'"' Cocks and hens,..' unseemly; can readily, believe all that is related by 
joints of raw. beef, loaves of .half-baked: the- great .traveller Bruce of all the cruelties 
dough, pots of i-aiicld butter, sticky jars of practiced in 'Northern Abyssiiiia. 
honey, or leaky barilles of hydromel, sacks Sour bread, made from teli, barley, and 
of barley, bundles of forage, and coarse wheat, is eaten with a stimulating pottage 
Gvergruwii cabbages, must be in turn nar- of onions, red pepper, and salt. Dahoo. the 
rowly scrutinized and personally approved ; most superior description of bread manii- 
and any deviation from tliis established factured, is restricted to the" wealtliier 
rule is certain to be visited with the most classes; but there are numerous other 
dire displeasure. methods employed in the preparation of 

Meals are taken twice during the day — grain, descending through all tlie grades 
at noon and after sunset. The doors are of hehesi^ anhahero, anabrool, deffo^ amasa.^ 
iirst scrupulously barred to exclude the debemay de-mookia, kitia ; the first four 
evil eye, and a fire is invariably lighted be- being composed of wheaten flour, and the 
fore the Amhara will venture to appease remainder of teff, gram, juw^arree, barley, 
his liunger— a superstition existing that and peas. 

without this precaution devils w’-ould enter Mead formed the beverage of the north- 
in the dark, and there would be no bless- erii nations, and wras celebrated in song by 
ing on the meat. Men and women sit ail their bards. It was the nectar they 
down together, and most affectionately pick expected to quaff in heaven from the skulls 
out from the common dish the choicest bits,, of their enemies,, and upon earth it was 
which, at arm’s length, they thrust into liberally patronized. In Shoa the despot 
each other’s mouth, wiping their fingers on alone retains the right of preparing the 
the pancakes wdiich serve as platters, and much-prized luxury, which, under the title 
are afterward devoured by the domestics, of tedj\ is esteemed far too choice for the 
The appearance of the large owflish black lip of the plebeian. Unless brewed wuth 
fice bending over tlie low wicker table, to the greatest care, it possesses a sweet 
receive into the gaping jaws the proffered mawkish flavor, particularly disagreeable 
morsel of ra^v beef, wdiich, from its dimen- to the palate of the foreigner; but its pow^- 
sions. requires considerable strength of fin- ers of intoxication, which do not appear to 
ger to'force into the aperture, is sufficiently be attended with tlie after-feelings insepa- 
ludicrous, and brings to mind the nest of ruble from the use of other potent liquors, 
sparrows in the garden hedge expanding extend an irresistible attraction to the Am- 
their toat?^iike throats to the wantCn whis- hai-a of rank, w^ho wall never, if the means 
tie of tlie truant schooi-boy. Mastication of inebriation be placed within Ins reach, 
is accompanied by a loud smacking of the proceed sober to bed. 
lips — an indispensable sign of good breed- The branches of the geslio plant are 
ing, which is said to be neglected by none dried, pulverized, and boiled with water, 
but mendii'ants, who eat as if they were until a strong bitter decoction is produced, 
ashamed of it;” and sneezing, which is fre- w^hich is poured off and left to cool. Hooey 
qnent during the operation, is accompanied and water being added, fermentation takes 
by mi invocation to the Holy Trinity, wdien place on the third day. Gliilies and pep- 
every bystander is expected to exclaim,; per are next thrown -111, and the mixture is 
God bless you !” consigned to: an.. earthen vessel, closely 

ilaw flesli forms the great aliment of sealed with mud and cow. dung. The 
life .; aiid a sovereign contempt is enter- strength increases with the age ; and the 
tained toward all \\dio iiave recourse to a, monarch’s cellars are well stored with jars 
culinary pnu'ess. Trie bull is thrown down filled: thirty years ago, during the reign of 
at the very door of the eating-house-— the^ his sire, which, little inferior in potency to 
head having been turn'.fl to tlie eastward, (ild Cognac, furnishes the material for lii© 
is with the crooked sword naadyr severed nightly orgies in the palace, 
from the body under an invocation to fhe 1 The tuUalu or beer of the country, also 
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possesses intoxicating properties, and, swal- 
lowed to the requisite extent, produces.the 
consummation desired. Barley or Juwar- 
ree, having been buried until the grain be- 
gins to sprout, is bruised, and added to the 
bitter decoction of the gesTio. Fermenta- 
tion ensues on the fourth day, when, the 
liquor is closed in an earthen vessel, and, 
according to the temperature of the hut, 
becomes^ ready for use in ten or fifteen 
more. The capacity of the Abyssinian for 
this sour beverage, which in aspect resem- 
bles soap and water, is truly amazing. In 
every house gallons are each evening con- 
sumed, and serious rioting, if not bloodshed, 
is too often the result of the festivity. 

Bising with the liquor quafied, the fierce 
passions gradually gain the entire ascend- 
ency, and guests 'seldom return to their 
homes without witnessing the broil and the 
scuffle, the flashing of swords and the deal- 
ing of deep cuts and wounds among the 
drunken combatants. If but a small por- 
tion of the grease which is so plentifully 
besmeared over the G hristian persons of the 
Amhara were employed in the fabrication 
of candles, the long idle evenings might be 
passed in a more pleasant and profitable 
manner than in the swilling of beer like 
hogs, and the consequent brawling conten- 
tions which at present stigmatize their noc- 
turnal meetings. 

On ordinary occasions, however, when 
not engaged in a debauch, the Abyssinian 
retires to his bed as soon as the shades of 
21 ight close in. A bullock’s hide is stretch- 
ed upon the mud floor, on which, for mu- 
tual warmth, all the inferior members of the ^ 
family lie huddled together in puris natu- ] 
ralibus. The clothing of the day forming 
the covering at night, is equitably distribu- 
ted over the whole party ; and should the 
inaster of the house require sustenance du- 
ring the nocturnal hours, a collop of raw 
flesh and a horn of ale are presented by 
a male or female attendant, who starts 
without apparel from the group of sleep- 
ers, exclaiming Ahiei ! My lord !” to the 
well-known summons from the famished 
gaifa. 

Coffee, although flourishing wild in many 
parts of the kingdom, is at all times strictly 
forbidden on pa,in of exclusion from the 
church ; and the priesthood have extended 
the same penal interdiction to smoking, 
“because the Apostle saith, that' which 
conieth out of the mouth of a man defileth 
him.” One half the year, too, which is 
reserved for utter idleness, is sternly mark- 
ed bj?' an exclusion of ‘all meat diet, under 
the fearful penalty of excommunication. 
Eggs aijd butter are then especially forbid- 


den, as also milk, which is styled “the 
cow’s son.” Nothing whatever, is tasted 
between sunrise and sunset; and even at 
the appointed time a scanty mess of boiled 
wheat, dried peas, or the leaves of the kail* 
cabbage, with a little vegetable oil, is alone 
permitted to those who are unable to obtain 
fish, of which none are found in any of the 
upland rivers. 

Beside Wednesdays and Fridays through- 
out the twelve months, which are observed 
as holydays, the fast of the Apostles con- 
tinues eighteen days, that of the holy Vir- 
gin sixteen, Christmas seven, Nineveh four, 
and Lent, fifty-six. During all of these,, 
laboring men are strictly prohibited from, 
every employment, and, as they desire their 
souls to be saved, are compelled to live like 
anchorites, to the serious diminution of 
their bodily strength. This is encouraged 
and promoted by the king ; yet there is no 
system so baneful as that of devoting so 
many precious days to idleness and vice, 
and none forming a more fatal obstacle to 
the amelioration of the people. Where 
such a waste of time as this is sanctioned .by 
religion, how deeply laid must be the found- 
ation of mental ignorance ! Six months 
out of the twelve devoted to listless idle- 
ness is indeed an immense source of evil, 
and God, who has placed men here for use- 
ful and worthy exertion, is not likely to 
reward them for their sloth. . But through- 
out Abyssinia the evil is in full force. In 
arts, in industry, and in social as weU as 
in moral existence, her sons are shrouded 
under a dense cloud of ignoi'ance. Want 
of education denies them the relaxation of 
intellectual employment — little amusement 
varies the dull routine of a life awed by the 
church, by the king, and by the nobles ; and 
an unprofitable existence having been pass- 
ed in this world, the spirit passes away 
without any very distinct idea bosng enter- 
tained of what is to happen iii the next. 


CHAPTER CX. 

LANGXTAG-E AND LITERATUKE. 

Geez, the ancient Ethiopic, was the ver- 
nacular language of the shepherds. Until 
the fourteenth century of the Christian era 
it remained that of the xlbyssinian empire, 
and in it are embodied all the annals of her 
religion. After the downfall of the Ze- 
guean dynasty, and the restoration of the 
banished descendants of Solomon, Amharic 
became the court language, to the com- 
plete exclusion of the Geez. It prevails in 
Shoa, as well as in all the provinces m- 
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clinied between the Taccaze and the bine 
and is thus spoken by the greater por- 
tion of the population of Abyssinia. 

The province from which the language 
has derived its appellation is at the present 
day in occupation of the Yedjow, and other 
Mohammadan Galla tribes, who speak a 
distinct dialect ; hut the fact of “ Amhara ” 
being a term held synonymous with Chris- 
tian,” would; prove that it must fonnerly 
have exerted preeminent influence the 
empire. ... • 

Of Semitic origin, and acknowledging 
the Ethiopic as its parent, the Amharic 
displays much mutual interchange with the 
surrounding African languages-^those, es- 
pecially, which are spoken by the Danakil, 
the Somauli, the Galla, the people of Ar- 
go bba, and those of Hurrur and of Guragu e. 
The cognate dialect peculiar to Tigre has 
received much less adulteration from other 
tongues, and consequently preserves , a 
closer similitude to the Ethiopic^ ; and this 
circumstance may be traced to the greater 
intercourse maintained with a variety of 
foreign nations by the versatile and unsta- 
ble population in the south. 

Amharic excepted, none of the many lan- 
guages extant in Abyssinia have assunied 
a written form. The Ethiopic characters, 
twenty-six in number, are the Coptic 
adaptation of the Greek alphabet, model- 
led upon the plan of the Arabic, deranged 
from their former order, and rendered rude 
and uncouth by the Angers of barbarous 
scribes. Each individual consonant, be- 
ing subjected to variations of flgiire corres- 
pondent with the number of vowels, pro- 
duces a prolific kaleidescope mixture, 
which might have been deemed sufiicient. 
But the ingenious phoaologist who applied 
these to the' Amharic tongue has superadd- 
-ed seven foreign letters, each undergoing 
seven trai’^ formations by the annexure of as 
many vowel points; and these, with the ad-_ 
dition of a suitable modicum of diphthongs, 
complete a total of two hundred and fifty- 
one characters, of the separate denomina- 
tion of any of which, notwithstanding that 
most have possessed names from all an- 
tiquity, it may , not, perhaps, ’fie considered 
extraordinary , that, the most" erudite in the 
laud ^ should ' profess entire ignorance. ' ■ . 

When the Egyptian monarch' interdict- 
ed the 'employment of the .papyrus, parch- 
ment was invented. The Jews very early 
.availed, themselves of the cliarta pergume-' 
Tia^ whereupon ■ to write , their., scriptures.,' 
The roll is still used in their synagogues ; 
a.iid being introduced into Abyssinia on' 
the Hebrew emigration,, it continues the 
only material used bv the scribe. His ink 
19 ... 


is a mucilage of gum-arabic mixed with 
lampblack. ^ It acquires the consistency of 
that used in printing, and retains its in- 
tense color for ages. The pen is the reed 
used in the East, but without any nib, and 
the inkstand is the sharp end of a cow’s 
horn, which is stuck into the ground as 
the writer squats to his task. 

' But it must be confessed that the Abys- 
sinian scribe does not hold the pen of a 
ready writer ; and the dilatory manage- 
ment of his awkward implement is attend- 
ed with gestures and attitudes the most 
ludicrous. Under many convulsive twitch- 
es of the elbow, the tiny style is carried 
first to the mouth, and the end having been 
seized between the teeth, is mastieated* in 
a sort of mental frenzy. Throughout the 
duration of this necessary preliminary, the 
narrow strip of dirty vellum .is held at 
arm’s length, and viewed askance on every 
side with looks of utter horror and dismay ; 
and when at last the stick descends to dig 
. its furrow upon the .surface, no terrified 
schoolboy, with the birch of the pedagogue 
hanging over his devoted head, ever took 
such pains in painting the most elaborate 
pot-hook, as does the Abyssinian professor 
of the art of writing, in daubing his strange 
hieroglyphics upon the scroll. ^ . 

. As with 'theHhjhaman, each individual 
i character must on completion be , scruti- 
nized from every point of view, before pro- 
ceeding to the next. Every word must 
be read aloud by the delip'htea artist, spelt 
and respelt, and read again ; and the greasy 
skin mustfie fnany times inverted in order 
that the happy .effect inay be thoroughly 
studied. During each interval of approv- 
al, the destructive convulsions of the jaw 
are continued to the complete demolition 
of the pencil, and long before the termina- 
tion of the opening sentence, European pa- 
tience has become exhausted at the scene 
of awkward stupidity, and the gross waste 
of valuable time which it involves. 

Seventeen years have been employed in 
traiiscribing a single manuscript, arxl an 
ordinary page is the utmost that/Can be 
produced by one entire day’s ste/tdy appli- 
cation. A book is composed of separate 
leaves inclosed between wooden boards, 
usually furnished with the fragment of a 
broken looking-glass for the toilet of thp 
proprietor, and carefully enveloped in a 
leathern case. The contents being ^ of 
a sacred nature, and generally emb'^died 
in an unknown tongue, they are choked 
upon with the eye of superstitloiw creduli- 
ty, and more especially venerat^'d if embel- 
lished with colored daubs add an illumina- 
ted title-page. 
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pictorial art Is still far behind the 
siildclle ages of Europe ; and the appear- 
ance of tlie limner ari*angmg his design 
with a stick of charcoal,. Or iillmg in the 
gaudy partitions with the chewed point of 
a reed dabbled in the yolk of , an egg, 
which is placed on end before him, proves 
sufficiently diverting. The conceits of 
some of the most celebrated masters also 
affi^rd a fund of amusement. Christ still- 
ing tl'ie tempest is a subject fraught with 
the deepest perplexity to those who have 
never seen either a maritime vessel or the 
great water/’ and fire-arms are placed 
somewhat before their invention in the 
hands of the heroes of antiquity. Our 
common father in the enjoyment of para- 
dise is at the present day invariably depict- 
ed with an emblazoned buckler, a sprig of 
asparagus, and a silver sword ; and his 
erring partner appears with a bushy bee- 
hive wig most elaborately buttered, with 
silver earrings resembling piles of cannon- 
shot. But although doubts exist as . to 
complexion ,of the first parents of man- 
kind, the fact is not a little complimentary 
to the heretic Franks, that the fairest skin 
is given to saints, angels, and the “ dead 
kings of memory,” whereas black or blue 
are the colors invariably employed in de- 
picting his Satanic majesty., , 

One hundred and ten volumes* comprize 
the literature at this day extant in Abys- 
^ sinia-; but tradition records the titles of 
other works, which it has already been said 
were deposited for security in the islands 
of the lake Zooai, at the period of the Mo- 
hammadan inroads. Of the accumulated 
lore of ages, four manuscripts only are 
written in the language at present spoken 
and understood ; and, with exception of the 
Holy Scriptures, the Whole* is liule more 
than a tissue of absurd church controversy 
and lying monkish legend. 

Four monstrous folios, styled Senkesar, 
which are to he found in every church, 
briefiy record the miracles and lives of the 
countless saints and eminent persons who 
receive adoration in Abyssinia ; and on the 
my ordeied by the calendar for the service 
bis biograpliy is read for the edifi- 
cation of all those of the congregation who 


<iay of the entire year ; and fables of the 
i»^st preposterous kind, detailed with scru- 
puiLus minuteness^ are vouched for upon 
n^ptiouable authority. 

, ^^7^t§‘ends form, the delight of th 
pie of The Ethiopic saint is m 


inferior to his western brethren. He per- 
forms yet more marvellous miracles, leads 
a still more ascetic life, and sufibrs even 
more dreadful martyrdom ; whence he is 
proportioiiably adored in the native land of 
credulity, superstition, and religious zeal. 
Between apocryphal and canonical hooks 
nodistinction is., made. aiid the Drag- 

on is read, with' as much devotioii as , the 
Acts of the Apostles,;, and, might be ad- 
ded, with, equal edification 'too ; and St 
George vanquishing his .green dragon is an 
obj.ect of nearly as "greatv’eneration as, any 
of the heroes in the Old Testament. ,■ 

. But the. store of literature ■ being thus 
hound, up 111 .a dead, letter, few excrepting 
the priests and deflems can decipher them,, 
and many of these ' learned ' men are -often 
more indebted to the memory of their early 
youth than to the well-thumbed page fii 
their hand. The ignorance of the nation 
is -indeed truly deplorable ; for those chil- 
dren only receive the rudiments of an- ed- 
ucation who’ ate designed for the service 
of the church; and the course of study 
adopted being little, calculated to expanJi 
the mind of the neophyte, a .peculiar de- 
ficienpy is presented in intellectual fea- 
tures. The five churches of Ankober have ■ 
each their small quota of scholars, but the 
aggregate does not amount to eighty, out 
■'f a population of from twelve to fifteen 
thCfUsand ! .. 

Abyssinia, as she now is, presents the 
most singular compound of vanity, meek- 
ness, and ferocity — of devotion, supersti- 
tion, and ignorance. But, compared with 
other nations of Africa, she unquestionably 
holds a high station. She is superior in 
arts and in agriculture,, in laws, religion, 
arid social condition, to all the laenighted 
children of the sun. The small portion of 
good which does exist may justly be as- 
cribed to the remains of the wreck of 
Christianity, which, although sfrarided on 
a rocky shore, and bufleted by the storms 
of ages, is not yet wholly overwhelmed; 
and from the present degradation of a peo- 
ple avowing its tenets, may be inferred the 
lesson of the total inefficacy of its forms 
and profession if unsupported by enough of 
mental culture to enable its spirit and its 
truths to take root in the heart, and bear 
fruit in. the character of tlie barbarian. 
There is, perhaps, no portion of the whole 
continent to which European civilization 
might be applied with better ultimate re- 
sults ; and although now dwindled into an. 
ordinary kingdom, Habesh, under proper 
government and proper influence, might 
promote the amelioration of all the sur- 
rounding .people, while she resumed hear 
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positioB, as'' 'tlte' of AMeaa 
■ monarcMes. 


CHA'PTEE' CXi;- ■ 

THEOLOGICAL CONTEOVEESIES. " 

Eves since the arrival of the British 
embassy in Slioa. the king's attention hah ^ 
been occiijiied with ^controversies j. which, j 
during a period of sixty years, have - per- 
]de5ted the Ab}’^ssiniaii divines. The voice 
of the herald aiid the beat of the kettle- 
drum were now ' gradually ' resolving' the; 
, church into a form, by the estabiishnaeot 
of opinions diametrically ' opposed to the 
historical facts , and clear evidence' of the 
Gospel; and the sumimry, deposition, of 
refractory spiritual chiefs, and the arbitrary 
eonliscation of their,- worldly substance, 
having" led'-to the ■ successful introduction 
.of many u.nsoLmd' doctrines, which his des- 
potic .majesty conceives to be most condu- 

cive to balvation, he bids fair in due pro- 
cess of time to promulgate a most curious ' 
creed of hik o,w!L ■ " 

At the expense of a ..bloody civil war,' 
Gondar, with Gojam, Darnot, and all the 
southwestern provinces of Amhara, has 
long maintained the three births of Christ 
— Christ proceeding from the Father from 
all eternity, styled the eternal birth his 
incarnation, as being born of the holy Vir- 
gin, termed his “second or temporal birth 
and his reception of the Holy Ghost in the 
womb, denominated his “ thirdbirth.” The 
Tigre ecclesiastics, on the other hand, 
whose side is invariably espoused by the 
primate of Ethiopia, deny the third , birth, 
;i:ipon the grounds that the reception of the 
Holy Ghost, caiinot be so styled— the opin-..' 
■ions of both parties being at var.iaiice with 
the beibe^ of the Occidental 'churches, 
which, on the evidence oi the Gospel, be-, 
lieve that oiir blessed Saviour received the 
Holy Ghost at his baptism in- his thirtieth 
year, immediately prior to the commence-; 
ment of his preaching. - ' ■ ■ , , ; 

Further, 'the Gondar sectarians assert 
liiat Christ received the .Holy Ghost by 
the Father, while those ..of Tigre affirm 
that, being _Gotl. himself, he gave the .Holy - 
Ghost unto himself. This creed,' has ob- 
tained for tlie latter faction the opprobrious, 
epithet of •.ira?Ys JIMmanot^ t\\Q .knife of 
faith, in allusion to their having lopped off! 
an acknowledged scriptural truth. 

Asfa Woosen, graiidsire to Sdliela ,, .Se- 
lassie,, being assured, by Ms lather confes-, 

' -sor, a native of Gondar, .that in event of 
Ms embraciag the doctriae of ,tiie. three 


births, the district of Morabeltie, already 
conquered by Emmaha Yasoos,but . not at 
that period completely annexed to Efat, 
should be permanently secured to him, 
through the spiritual influence of the clmxch 
adopted it without hesitation. Until within 
the last few years the belief was limited to 
the monarchs of Shoa ; but the hospitality 
of the reigning sovereign attracting to his 
dorhinions ' numerous visitors from the 
north and west of Abyssinia, the latent 
flame was quickly fanned ; and the dis- 
pute reaching a great height, was at length 
brought before the despot, who put an end 
to it. by issuing a royal proclarnatinn, un- 
der the solitary tree at Angolkla, “ That 
he who should henceforth deny the three 
births, of Christ, should forfeit his property 
and be banished the realm.” 

Aroe, a eunuch from Gondar, shortly 
disseminated another curious doctrine, 
which asserts that the human soul posses- 
ses knowledge, fasts, and worships in the 
womb, and immediately o.ii separation from 
the body renders an account on high. On 
the recent nomination of the Alaka Wol- 
da Georgis to be head of the church, and 
of Kidaana Wold to be the alaka of Deb- 
ra Libanos,' three monks set out to Gondar 
for the purpose of denouncing them, as 
being opposed to ijiis creed. Ras All, er- 
roneOusiy CGnciuding that they denied the “ 
three births, sent to Saheia Selassie to in- 
quire how it happened that he had seceded 
from the faith o, t his forefathers, by the 
appointment of the two individuals in 
question. Hereat the megoos • waxing 
wroth, exclaimed, “ Am I then the vassal 
of Ras Alq- that he thus interrogates me 
But reflection showed him. the propriety of 
voiding a dispute which must lia-ve invol- 
ved serious consequences, and with his 
usual temporizing policy he sent a reply 
declaratory “ that he. had not abjured the 
belief of his ancestors.” 

' The ..monks. 'nf' -Debra Libanos having'* 
thus failed in their attempt to remove the 
newly appointed alakas, next sought to 
accomplish their purpose by the establish- 
ment of their creed throughout the king- 
.dom, and gaining numerous proselytes, 
the disputes, had soon reached the climax. 
After- fruitless. effi)rts to -satisfy the inte- 
rests.' of all concerned, Ms majesty sought - 
to escape participation in the quarrel, "^by 
referring the parties to 'Gondar.; 
llama Work, the ■ queen-dowager, w<?ll m^- 
sured that Ras - AM and the monks ’ would 
decide against the sect .wfsose doctrines 
she espouses, denied a passage ' through 
Zalla Dingai, and thus compelled the 
whoM to 
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As had been anticipated, this step re- 
sulted in the complete triumph - of the 
Gondar eunuch, and the consequent dis- 
missal with disgrace of the Alaka Wolda 
Georgis, chief of the church of Shoa, the 
alakas of St. Michael, St George,. Afer- ; 
beine, Kondie, Arainba, Debra Berhan, and.] 
Ang’ollala ; of the king’s confessor : of ; 
Woida Plaimanot, styled Bala Wcmba/r^ \ 
the great alaka of Mans, Chief of thirty- ! 
eight churches, who possessed the privi- 
lege of sitting in the' royal presence on an 
iron chair ; and of numerous other priests, 
whose lU’operty was confiscated by the. 
crown, and who received sentence of ban- 
ishment from the kingdom. 

On the herald proclaiming, under the 
palace gate at the capital; that the belief of 
the knowledge of the human soul in the 
womb should henceforth be received by 
all classes, under similar pains and penal- 
ties, public thanksgivings were offered in 
the various churches ; and the priests, 
forming triumphant processions through 
every street of the town, chanted psalms 
amid the shrill acclamations of women, 
and the din of the sacred drums. The 
defeated party, on the other hand, com- ' 
plained loudly that they had been dismiss- 
ed without an impartial hearing ; the mon- 
arch having simply observed that the fact 
of their not proceeding to Gondar, as com- 
manded to do, , sufficiently proved their 
error. This they disclaimed, and after re- 
questing to be convinced upon the Scrip- 
tures, added, “ Will the king adjudge the 
faith as he adjudges movables and lands]” 
But the despot cut the matter short in 
these words: — “Enough, you are dis- 
missed ; and since you will not receive the 
faith of my forefathers, by theiiy names, 
and by the holy Trinity, I swear, that you 
may beg your bread through the land rath- 
er than that one of your creed should be 
received again into the bosom of the 
church.” 

The success of the Debra Libanos sec- 
tarians was spee^M-iipllowed by discus- 
sions relative to 'tS|;^ual adoration due 
to the holy Virgin son, while the 

despotic and ill-advised-proceedings of his 
majesty raised a storm throughout the en- 
tire realm. The ban of excommunication 
was instantly resorted to — ^the curse of 
the church was pronounced upon the tri- 
m-aphant party — ^the priests who passed it, 
aftei having been seized and compelled to 
accord, absolution, were expelled the^king- 
dom — and and .courageous leader 

seemed alone Wanting to Induce those who 

* 1. c. “Tiie master of tlie chw.” 


had been defeated to raise the standard of 
revolt once- more in a religious war. 


I; . ^ CHAPTER, GX 1 1: ' 

I CHEISTMAS FESTIVITIES'. 

AEYssiNiAhad'for,dfteen years'”heen left 
without an archbishop, when Abba Salama, 
the primate nominated by the hundred and 
ninth occupant of .the chair of St, Mark, . 
arrived at Gondar to enter upon the func- 
tions of his sacred office. Thus raised at 
the early age of twenty- two years to the 
episcopal throne of Ethiopia, and vested 
with despotic powers, it is not a little for- 
tunate for the country that he should be 
possessed of abilities of a very superior 
order, arid that his mind should have been 
expanded by a liberal education at Cairo 
under a pious and learned missionary of 
the church of England.'*^ 

One of the first steps of the neiv aboon 
was to depute a confidential servitor to 
Shoa, as the bearer of a letter of compli- 
ments to the British erribassy. , War had 
for some months past been raging on the 
western frontier betwixt Goshoo, the ruler 
of Gojam,and his son Birroo, who had risen 
ill open rebellion ; and the messenger 
brought a confirmation of the long-rumored 
defeat of the former, and of the forces of 
Ras All, which had been sent to his assist- 
ance. The return of killed and wounded 
is, in this country, never suffered to fall 
short' of the reality, and on the present oc- 
casion it had certainly not lost by the dis- 
tance it had travelled. 

“ It was a little before nightfall,” said 
the turbaned priest, “that the rival armies, 
countless as the blades of grass that wave 
on the bosom of the meadow, came in sight 
of each other' at Ungatta, on t|?e banks of 
the Siiggara. Before the morning dawned. 
BiiTQO, who, occupied the upper ground, 
moving down to the attack, secured the 
fords of the river. The action presently 
opened with a heavy fire of musketry and 
matclilocks, which did great execution. 
Five thousand warriors were slain— two 
thousand five hundred stand of arms were 
captured — Liban, who commanded, was, 
with several of his principal chiefs, taken 
prisoner — and Goshoo v/as compelled to 
seek the inviolable sanctuary afforded by 
the monastery of Dima Georgis. Five 
governors were hewn alive down the mid- 
dle ; and the conqueror, after standing up 
, to his neck in water for three days, as an 

1 ' * The Eev. Dr, Deider. 
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atoiiement for the slaughter he had com* 
mitted among a Christian people, sent to 
Has All a horse curtailed of mane, tail, and 
ears, “with a pair of new trowsers gheatly 
soiled, and a haughty message to the effect 
that these were but types of the fate that, 
yet awaited Ms liege lord !” ' ■ 

The month of January had now come 
round *, and the arrival of Q,ueen Besabesh, 
who invariably precedes the movements of 
the court by one day, proclaimed the ad- 
vent of the negoos to celebrate at the capi- 
tal the festivities of the Abyssinian Christ- 
mas. Her majesty had become extremely 
indisposed from the long journejr, and was 
desirous of receiving medical aid •, but it 
being contrary to the court .etiquette that 
the royal consort shopld be seen by any 
male, an interview could not be accorded. 
Seated in a small closed tent, the hand of 
the illustrious patient was passed outside 
through a tiny aperture ; and, although 
eunuchs further embarrassed conversation, 
a condescending voice inquired, in reply to 
acknowledgments made at parting for ci- 
vilities received, “ If I did not befriend the 
foreigners, pray who is there else to do so ?” 

Entertaining so bigoted an aversion to 
every Mohaminadan custom, it cannot fail 
to appear singular that the licentious court, 
of Shoa should have preserved one of the 
most objectionable — ^the seclusion of fe- 
males., Yet such is the extreme jealousy 
on this point that, although from the first 
arrival of the embassy the queen had ex- 
pressed herself in the most friendly terms, 
and almost daily sent through , her maids 
of honor trifling presents of mead or bread, 
coupled with complimentary inquiries, and 
expressions of deep regret at the existing 
inability to receive a visit, an introduction, 
under any circumstances, was quite im-. 
practicable. ' ' • 

Prom day* to day, however, the most cu- 
rious applications were still preferred for 
beads, trinkets, cloth, and perfumery, and 
the utmost disappointment was evinced at 
no demand being made in return. “ I pos- 
sess honey and I possess butter, and have 
/owls and ‘eggs in abundance,” was the 
undeviating message. ; “ Why do not my 
children ask for what 'they want ? All I 
have is theirs, for all that they have js 
mine " '■ , ■ 

Even when residing at a distance., cora- 
iMssions were continually received through, 
laconic notes on scrolls of parchment vary- 
ing in breadth from one inch to three, bear- 
ing neither signature nor superscription, 
and tightly rolled up in the end of an Abys- 
sinian candle. Their contents revealed 
some newly conceived fancy, such as might 


have been expected from a queen that eats 
raw beef. “ The brass in your country is 
like gold,” formed the sum and substance 
of one epistle, and you might therefore 
order the bracelets to be made of the pat- 
tern sent by the hands of Dinkenich 
and again, “May this letter come to the 
hands of the English commander. Are you 
well '? are you quite well ? That the soap 
may not end quick, you will send it in large 
quantities, saith Besabesh.” 

' Not long after her majesty’s arrival, an 
unfortunate child, recently purchased from 
a Gurague slave caravan, was sent to the 
residency, with a request that Huhsheeri 
might be exchanged: for some clear salad 
oil which had met with especial approval 
“for medicine for the face arid great sur- 
prise was elicited by the information that 
such a course of proceeding would involve 
disgrace and criminality, inasmuch as the 
unchristian-like traffic in human beings is 
held in abhorrence beyond the great water. 
But in this matter the emabiet was not sin- 
gular. Certain of the courtiers, who con- 
sidered themselves under obligations, had 
previously tendered “strong Shankela 
slaves ” as a Christmas gift, and all had ? 
been equally at a loss to comprehend the 
motive- for refusal. 

i . Among the followers brought from India 
was a native of Caubool, who acted in ca- 
pacity of tailor, and his. proficiency in the 
needle involved a most unreasonable tax 
upon his services. Day after day for weeks 
and months, had He been in attendance at 
the palace ;■ and when, at length, under the 
royal eye, he had completed a. sumptuous 
hurnoos,f on the elaborate embroidery of 
which half the treasures in the gemjMa 
house were recklessly lavished, the king, 
in, the plenitude of his mimilicence, sent 
by the hands of Ayto Melkoo a shabby cot- 
ton cloth, value three shillings and six- 
pence, with a half starved goat, and a 
message that “ it was Christmas, and the 
tailor riiiglit eat.” 

Hajji Mirza was furious. “ Take back 
these gifts to your shah,” he growled in- 
dignantly ; “ I want none of them. By the 
beard of the Prophet, I’m the son of a Pa- 
than ; and praise be to Allah, the meanest 
overseer of a village in Affghanistan is 
possessed of far greater liberality than Sa- 
hela Selassie.” 

This tirade had fortunately been deliver- 
ed in a tongue not familiar to the ears of 
the king’s . master of the horse, who was 
meanwhile diligently occupied with the 

^1. e. “ She is beautiful ’’--One ef her majesty’.-i 
.abigails,, , 

■ ■ , ■ _ " t Cloak. : : 



* i, e. 'Baptism. 


* Christmas day fell on the 5tb. of January. 
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Pathaa's needle and scissars, 
taken the bag out of hk hands, and ex- 
tracted a scrap ofered cloth, he had care- 
fuiiy iashioiied a minute cross, which with 
elbows squared he was now proceeding to 
stitch over a hole in the lower part of his 
striped, cotton. .robe. ■ ■ 

« Why do you do that inquired the 
tailor, peevishly, in broken Amharic, not 
relishing the interference in his depart- 
ment, and anxious also to exhibit his own 
talents. “ Let me ^darn it for you, and 
then there will be no blemish.'’ i . 

No,” replied the party addressed, with ^ 
great gravity, declining the proffered as- ' 
sistance. Do n't you know that the hole 
has been burnt, and therefore that it must 
he repaired with another color ?” 

The Hypteis' ciasmter had also been in. 
frequent demand ; but although he was a 
do?id fide Christian, and wore a mateb” 
too, the king could never persuade himself 
to partake of any ,,of the viands prepared 
by the Portuguese from Goa. Loaf sugar 
being employed in the manufaCtoe of a 
Christmas cake, as his majesty sat watch- 
ing operations, the inquiry followed, as a 
matter of course, “How they made it- 
'white 1 Was the ox Whose blood was 
emplo 3 i^ed killed in the name of the holy 
Trinity?” “Certainly not.” “Then it 
might remain,” wo.s the abrupt rejoinder. i 
“ It doth not please me ” ^ ^ . 

The Abyss! nians, assigning to the world 
an existence of 7334 years, refer the birth- 
of Christ to the five ‘thousand five “hun- 
drefh after the creation. Thus eight years 
have been lost in the computation of time, 
and their Anno Domini 1834, corresponded 
with the Christian era 1842.* On Christ- 
mas eve the usual contest took place on 
the. king's meadow, between the royal 
household and the dependents of. the pur- 
veyor-general and the dech agafa.rr,^ A 
cloth ball liaving been struck with a mall, 
a straggle for possession follows, and the 
party by wliidi it is thrice caught in suc- 
cession" being declai’ed victorious, enjoys 
the privilege of abusing the vanquished^ 
monarch only excepted, durmgvthe.ensuing. 
two days of festivity *, the first of. which is 
celebrated by the male, the second by ‘the 
female portion of the population. Every 
tongue is unloosed ; and the foulest slan- 
der may be heaped upon the illusttious, as ' 
well as" upon the holiest personages m the 
land. • 

His majesty’s, partisans gained the day, 
and the embassy were summoned to the 
palace to witness their Christmas exhibi- 


tion.' Filling the court-yard, they danced 
and recited before the throne couplets de- 
'famatory of all the principal functionaries 
present," not omitting the lord bishop, who 
appeared, to consider himself ■ infinitely 
complimented .by the ^ vices whereof he 
stood accused.' Bodily imperfections were 
not' overlooked;, asses and dromedaries' 
afforded frequent comparisons ; and the fat 
of the corpulent ^.state jailer, -who sat .a .. 
witness to the . festivities, was ■ declared 
sufficient to,. light the: -entire. capital. during ' 
the approaching public entertainment, to 
be given at .the expense: of the defeated 
chiefs, which in - riot and debauchep*" -closed, - .. 
the disgraceful Saturnalia,.'. 


C..HAPTEii: CKJllfi ' • 

TEAST OE THE ^ EPIPHANY. 

But by far the greatest liolyday of the 
Abyssinian year is held on the Epiphany, 
styled Temkat,'^' when the baptism of our 
Lord, by John in the liver Jordan, is com- 
memorated with extraordinary pomp. He 
who neglects to undergo the annual puri- 
fication enjoined on this day by the Etliio- 
pic church, is considered -to carry with 
hirn the burden of every siii.committed- 
during the -preceding -twelve months'; a:ad 
to. be surely visited,, by sickness .and mis-, 
fortune.; whereas those -who perfom.the . 
rite- are- believed 4o have emerged tlior-- 
oughly cleared .and regenerated. 

On the evening preceding this :restivah 
the priests of all the chnrclies iu AnloVoer 
and the environs, carrying the holy 
under gaudy canopies, assembled in the 
open space, termed Arada, immediately in 
front- of the palace. Here, according 'to 
custom, they were received Iw the gov- 
ernor of the town, "who, after falling pros- 
trate on his face before the arks, escoii.ed 
the procession to the river xAirara — the 
’clergy dancing and singing, while the 
male "portion 'of the inbabitants lined the 
hill-side, to indulge in the shrillest exulta- 
tion. A .tent for each .. church , Imd .been 
•erected on the bank ; and after the com- 
pletion of a temporary dam across the 
..stream, the night - was,, spent lii’ chanting 
appropriate hyimis and psalms. 

Long before dawn, the pent up_^ waters 
haviog° been blessed by the- officiating 
priest, the entire popula.tion, the youngs 
the old, , the wealthy, and the .indigent,, 
gathered from many miles round, casting 
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offtheirliabilimeEtSj flocked promiscuously leaked -hood. The sacerdotal vest was 
into the pool — even babes who were iinabie first embroidered by command of Hatz6 
to totter being thrown in by their naked David, the father of St. Theodoras, to com« 
mothers. Not the slightest modesty was memoiute the. arrival from Jerusalem of a 
evinced by either sex, ail mingliiig together frabment nf the true cross on which Christ 
in a state of perfect nudity under the light died; and officiating. priests are expected 
of .InnumeraMe torches and "flambeaux,, to appear in .one, of these, composed either 
wdiich shed the broad glare of day over the of scarlet cloth, or an aggregate of" party* 

. disgraeeM' scene, .the' actors whefein af“. coloreddrapery. 
fected to,, receive froiii above blmdriess to ■ A S'iiver or brazen .-cross and a slender 
each other’s shame. ‘ crutch are the never-failing companions of 

• ‘ 'Having partaken of the holy supper, the'",, .the priest ; ' and- on all , occasions of cere- 
multitude proceeded to devour a pile of mony, such , as the present, the mitre, the 
loaves, and to drain accumulated pitchers censer, and the great ’umbrellas are con- 
of beer, supplied by the ngigboring gover- spicuous objects. Long rods furnished 
nors. Here too the most indecent excesses with sti-eaming pennants, manufactured of 
were committed. Declaring themselves to the light pith of the juwarree in alternating 
have svimliowed a specific against intoxica^ bands of red and white, were carried by 
tion, the clergy indulge .to any extent they the host of dirty boys who swelled the pro- 
please, arid each priest, vying, with his cession ; and after the labors of the day 
brother in the quantities he shall quaff, were over, these emblems of regeneration 
avers that if “ the whole of the Lord’s were hung up in the churches as votive 
' bread and the Lord’s wrine ” be not con- offerings. Dispersing after the exhibition, 
sumed on the spot, a famine will arise under a salvo of musketry to their respec- 
throughout the land ! tive churches, individuals, who from any 

Festivities terminated, the officiating unavoidable circumstance had been pre- 
dignitaries, robed and mitred, preceded the eluded from' participating in the general 
^ holy arks and canopies in grand procession immersion, were there baptized, males and 
to the capital, singing hallelujahs. Holding females being alike divested of every por* 
in their left hand cymbals in imitation- of tion of apparel, find plunged into ajarge 
David, and in the right the ecclesiastical reservoir- prepared for their reception, 
stafl:^ wherewith various absurd gesticula- Four years had elapsed since. Sahela 
tions are described, they danced and sang Selassie underwent this lustration, wherein 
■ for some time in front of the palace gate, he was wont annually to participate, but 
' As usual, the performance displayed the fromwhich he is now heldexemptincon- 
most uncouth attitudes, and the leastgrace- sideration of the height of his power. Ah 
M figures. The beard and the crutch, though in a state of perfect, nudity, a cloth 
and the aged iace^ and the sacred calling, was held around him during the ceremony 
wqre but ill in unison with the mounte- — aprivilegetowhichneither virgins nor fe- 
’ bank -capers undertaken; and the actors males oftheliighestrank are ever admitted, 
rather resembled masks at the carnival Pots and pans that have been defiled by 
tliaii hDly functionaries of the church. the unclean touch of a Mohammadan, are 
“The foxes have holes, and the birds of on this day purified by immersion in the 
the air ha^ nests,” is a passage of Berip- water that has been blessed by the priest, 
ture which the clergy of Blioa interpret to Among many other superstitions there ex- 
their own advantage. , ^ Who are the Jsts a firm belief, that all mules and horses 
foxes,’ ■ they invariaW^ but the" that are not led forth to exercise on the 

kings and the governors of the land, who festival of Temkat will die during the eii« 
seek only after worldly vanities 2 and who suing year. It is considered to be “ a day 
the birds but the priests and bishops, who of great splendor and on pain of excom* 
in hymns and hallelujahs thus fly upward, munication, every good Christian is bound 
and build their nests in heaven ?” to appear clad in his best habiliments, and 

The clergy are distinguished from the in* all the trinkets he can muster, that he 
laity .by a beard, and by a monstrous white may prostrate himself before the ark which 
. turban, impeding' free, .-motion of the’ head." he has adopted. ■,*... 

This encumbrance is designed to com- If enforced with rigor, excommunication 
inexnorate the event of Moses ''covering his is. in fact a ■■capital .punishment, for it is 
face on his descent from the Mount, when mterdipiio a^u$^ et igni* No one can speak 
he had received the tables of the law. to, or eat, or drink with the proscribed 
Their sacred persons are usually shrouded person, nor even enter his house. The 
in a black woollen cloak; studded with em- oi^rider can neither buy nor sell, nor visit. 
Mems of the faith, atid furnished with a He eaaiiot recover debts. He may be Elia?- 
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dered at pleasure by any ruffian who will 
take the trouble to cut his throat, and 
when dead his body cannot be buried. 

The bell, book, and candle are to be 
hired by any disappointed enemy, and the 
hooded priest may be purchased to_ perform 
the ceremony ; but the undertaking in sorne 
cases is not without its attendant danger. 
The cells of the state prison frequently in- 
close the rash fanatic who wantonly inter- 
feres with the royal salvation. Scanty fare 
and close confinement eventually insure 
absolution, and the martyr to religious in- 
tolerance is summarily banished from the, 
realm. Another powerful antidote, is found 
in the argumentum baculinuin^ which when 
persuasively -applied to , the shoulders of 
arrogant church pride, by the sturdy sinews 
of Europe especially, possesses a wonderful 
efficacy in allaying the storm. 

A century has not elapsed siqce excom- 
munication was performed upon one of the 
fair sons of the North. The turbaned 
hearer of the- bell, book, and., candlej was 
quietly introduced into the domicile, and 
his countenance fell as he perceived the 
object of his visit armed with a' formidable 
cudgel. “My father must. liave 'been mis- 
taken,” was the exordium that greeted his 
astounded ear, as the staff descended with 
an equally startling salutation— “My father 
never could have proposed the excommu- 
nication of his dear friend.” Again the 
weapon pattered upon the'-priestly back ; 
and during full five minutes an able run- 
ning commentary was supported by fre- 
quent playful taps over, the head, to quicken 
ffie clerical understanding. This powerful 
appeal concluded, the crest-fallen function- 
ary willingly withdrew his ban, and bestow- 
ing entire absolution, slunk back to his 
cell, mentally resolved to interfere uq more 
with the incomprehensible European, who 
neither displayed terror at the curse of the 
church, nor entertained respect for the sa- 
cred persons of her ministers. 

Unquies, the Bishop of Shoa, had long 
meditated the adoption of extreme meas- 
ures toward the British escort, whom ha 
declared no better than Mohammaclans,. 
since it was notorious that they did iidt 
kneel when the holy ark passed, and had 
no hesitation in partaking of flesh slaught- 
ered by an infidel, instead of in the name 
of the’ holy Trinity. No one, however, 
could bo found sufficiently bold to under- 
take the customary process where tlie Irish 
soldier was concerned; and the king's 
“ strong monk ” had' been fain at length to 
content himself with the clandestine pro^ 
mulgation of his spiritual' denunciation for 
ihe many heresies committed. 


The honorary distinctions conferred by 
the monarch for the destruction of the ele- 
phant first produced a good eftect, which 
was still , increased by the presentation of 
the silver shield that distinguishes the high- 
est functionaries ill the land ; and although 
the opinions of the clergy generally were 
still far from favorable, there was a certain 
influential priest who invariably found it 
convenient' to pass the long : dreary even- 
ings over the residency fire. The pious 
father evinced no disinclination to partici- 
pate in the good things of this world ; and 
while sipping his strong drink, it was liis 
delight to speculate upon scriptural grounds 
whether the skin of E ve was really white 
or black, and to prove that locusts' could 
never have been tasted by John the Bap- 
tist, because they formed the food of the 
unclean Mohammadan. 

Edifying topics such as these were doubt- 
less handled with greater eloquence than 
either abstinence, or the mortification of the 
flesh. Proceeding on his annual visit to 
Debra Libanos, the principal resort of those 
who prey upon the credulity of the public, 
the devout father at length stood voluntarily, 
forward as the advocate of the Gyptzis ; 
and so eloquently did he explain away the 
non-observance of fasts and other imputed 
heresies, that a wax taper whereof he had 
been made the bearer was actually lighted 
in the sanctuary of Saint Tekla Haimanot, 
and an immediate revulsion thereby created 
in the ecclesiastical sentiments entertained . 
throughout the entire realm. 


CHAPTER CXIV. 

•EXCTJESION TO EEKHUT, ON THE SOUTH- 
EASTERN FRONTIER OF SHOA. 

It Was a,n object of great geographical 
importance, that the flying survey of the 
kingdom of Shoa should be completed by 
a visit to thexountry forming the boundary 
to the southeast, famous for its numerous 
volcanoes, recently in full activity, and 
hitherto untrodden in any part by European 
foot. A pretext presented itself in the ex- 
istence of the wild buffalo in the lower dis- 
tricts ; but it was necessary,, in the first 
instance, to overcome the royal scruples, 
which would have precluded participation 
in the chase of that animal. This end was 
at length attained ; and the despot being 
made to comprehend that his children ran 
less risk of being demolished than he had 
formerly chosen to believe, vouchsafed the 
I desired permission; The requisite instruc- 
ttlons.were issued to men in authority to 
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promote the views of those “ whom the king 
delighteth to honor;” and, preceded, by 
Q,neen Besabesh, his majesty then set out 
on his annual visit to Mesur Meder. 

“ There is one point,” observed his naa" 
■jesty, when the embassy took leave, ‘‘ on 
which I wanted to consult you. The lo- 
custs are destroying the crops, and the 
priests have been unable by^ their prayers 
to arrest their progress. Have you no 
medicine to drive, tliem away 

Ayto WoU Hana, under whose imme- 
diate orders are all the second-class gov-- 
ernors in the realm, had received com- 
mands to summon to Ankober the Misley* 
ni,* or vice governor, of Berhut and of the - 
plains lying between the Gasam and the 
Hawash— a', tract inhabited partly by the 
Adaiel, whose nominal fealty is preserved 
■ through the influence of Wulasma Mo- 
hammad, and partly by the Karaiyo Galla, 
over whom the negoos asserts more sub- 
stantial jurisdiction. But many days elap- 
sed without any efficient arrangements be- 
ing made ; and Deftera Seena, chief of 
the king’s scriveners, having after twelve 
hours of close application, contrived to com- 
plete a written representation to the throne, 
a courier was dispatched with it on horse- 
back to the royal camp. No Abyssinian 
will ever think of declaring himself the 
bearer of an express, unless pointedly 
questioned on tliat, head, nor will he then 
relinquish possession until distinctly order- 
ed so to do. On the return of the special , 
messenger, who had been, three days ab- 
sent on the service confided to him, a di- 
,reet application for the answer was follow- 
: ed by none of the usual fumbling among 
the folds of the girdle for the tiny scroll in 
its wax envelope ; and the caitiff was final- 
ly, fain to confess thaf on being summoned 
to the presence of his sovereign at Mesur 
Meder, aSd commanded to' deliver up the 
document wdierewith he had been charged,, 
he for the first time recollected that it had 
been inadvertently left behind at Ankober! 

But a, peasant, who fortunately chanced 
upoii the missing parchment by the road- 
side, had carried it* in accordance with the 
Immutable law of the realm, straightway 
to the king, who, immediately upon be- 
coming aware of the contents, and long 
before Beftera Seeiia had completed -a du- 
plicate copy, and without any further tefe- 
rence on the subject, deputed Mamrie Sa- 
lomon, now chief of the eunuchs, to see his 
royal will carried into instant effect. A 
number of tribute-bearers from Berhut 
were fortunately on the point of returning 
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to their district ; and the baggage having 
been delivered over for transportation, the . 
party quitted the capital on a cold morning 
toward the close of March. 

Immediately beyond the church dedica- 
ted to Aboo, one of the most celebrated of 
Abyssinian saints, the path struck off to 
the southwa:rd along the course of the 
Airara, which from the diminutive mill- 
stream of the Chaka soon assumes a more 
brawling demeanor ; and receiving numer- 
ous tributaries from the mountains on 
either side, proceeds onward through a 
deep precipitous channel in the trap rock, 
which wears the appearance of having been 
artificially fashioned by the chisel of the 
stone-cutter. The valley traversed is ex- 
tremely varied in width, extending in some 
parts from six to seven miles, while in oth- 
ers it is reduced to a mere ravine by the 
converging spurs of the two great ranges 
which limit its meander ings. Through- 
out, the scenery is tame, the cliffs being 
flat and naked, and the vegetation, in its 
russet garb, restricted to a small scrubby 
species of dwarf acacia, interspersed with 
the euphorbia styled kolqual — ^the charcoal 
obtained firom which is preferred in «the 
manufacture of gunpowder. But where- 
soever the plough could be held, there the 
hand of industry had been busy, and for the 
first eight hiiles there was- little remaining 
of waste or uncultivated soil. 

In these parts the rains descend with 
extreme violence ; and haVing, in the first 
instance,' scooped lip and carried away all 
the rotten debris, each succeeding deluge 
has added its mining activity and perseve- 
rance, until the entire mountain range for 
miles, presents the singular appearance of 
an endless succession of perfectly isolated 
cones, the apices of many being crowned 
by villages, or by the dwellings of great 
men, while the sloping sides are smoothed 
and levelled with the utmost nicety. The ' 
valley is thickly peopled, flourishing ham- 
lets peeping out in every direction ; but, 
as in other parts of the country, the best 
of the land, whether arable or pasture, per- 
tains to the crown- — ^Bukerfine, one of the 
richest farms’ in the district, having been 
conferred upon Mist Malifia, a royal con- 
cubine, by whom the king has a favorite 
daughter. .. 

“ High . over the valleys, and perched 
among, the few remaining groves on the 
very summit of the range, stand the seats 
of the second great power of the state. 
Churches and monasteries dotting the cool 
shady peaks, are far elevated in all the 
pride of place above the residences of the 
common herd— -their localities no doubt 
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tsE^iiio* to rivet the cliaiE which encircles 
the tiecb of the infatuated Abyssinian. 
Priestly intimations issuing from a temple 
often shrouded from human ken under im- 
penetrable fog, are received with increased 
attention, and the thunder, of excommu- 
nication commands utter abasement and 
prostration of spirit when fulminated from 
the grand scene of elementary strife, and. 
fallino' upon the ear, of the awe-stricken 
serf amid the prolonged echoes of the con- 
firming artillery of heaven.. Tne reve- 
nues of many of the villages passed, are 
appropriated to the cathedral of St. Michael 
in Ankober. 

A few hours’ journey had .substituted 
the heat of a tropical climate for the cool 
alpine breezes of the mountains ; and the 
momentarily increasing temperature was 
sufficiently convincing of the rapid decli- 
nation of the route, even had it not led 
along the banks of the Airara, which, hav- 
ing been crossed and recrossed a dozen 
times, was now tumbling down through a 
succession of foaming cascades^) with a 
sound most refreshing to the ear. Umerg- 
' ing at length from its walls of columnar 
basalt, it is joined by the Kubanoo, bearing 
a large body of ^vater from the vvest, it ex- 
pands into a broad channel, and is employ- 
ed in irrigating the extensive, cotton plan- 
, tatipns .which everywhere abound on its 
borders. The stream is diverted by a sim- 
ple pile of pebbles ; but the elevated aque- 
ducts, somewhat ingeniously termed mus- 
selal waha ‘-the water-ladder,” are con- : 
structed with infinite care, and passing 
frequently along narrow ledges, are widen- 
ed by means of wooden tressels supporling 
a trough of brushwood and shingle. A 
sufficient supply is thus raised to nurture" 
the magnificent cotton plants, the stems 
of many of which measuring seven, eight, ; 
and nine inches in girth, support, a crop 
that, arriving at maturity, keeps ‘ample 
pace with these gigantic proportions. 

Shortly after the accession of Sahela Se-, 
lassie, his majesty marched to the Kubanoo, 
for the' pur pose* of holding a conference' 
with the Ada’iel ; and his armory’ being in 
those days by no means so well furni.shed 
as it now is, the array of old ma.tchiocks 
was regarded by the Moslems with the ut- 
most contempt and derision. A rush was 
made during the night upon the royal camp’ 
— many of the Christians yveve slaih-^^nd 
while the remnant, witli their youthful sove- 
reign, fled in dismay to the ‘ stronghold *of. 
the capital, the . treacWous assailants re- 
turned undisturbed in triumph to their des- 
ert ulaii®. • 

Mtei Yellish, the village at which it 


was proposed to halt, had been represented 
by the guides- to he situated within a very 
moderate march of Ankober : but the Abys- 
sinians possess not better idea of the 
measure of distance than of the value of 
time.;-,. and, after eight hours passed in the 
saddle,, refuge, was take.n about sunset in, 
.the Moslem hamlet of Manyo, a cluster,; of 
huts ciwyning the summit of a cone, and 
overlooking a wild uncultivated tract, in- 
tersected by a, labyrinth of tremendous 
ravines, arched over by the thorny branches . 
of the acacia, and other vegetation, of a 
strictly tropical' aspect. Swine, agazin, ^ 
and some of the smaller species of antelope, 
here abound to such an- extent, that the 
peasants attempt no crop but cotton, ex- 
changing the raw wool for what they need 
of other produce. The village was strong- 
ly fortified in all directions against the in- 
roads of the leopard and hyena, by palisades 
inclosing a stiff* thorn fence ; and there be- 
ing no room even .for the smallest tent, the 
night was passed in a shed rudely tliatclied 
with the leaves of the papyrus, which would 
not have been tenable for five minutes in the 
alpine regions quitted in the morning. . 


CHA'PTER GXV. 

THE nOlTAL GEANAEY AT DUMMAKOO 

Considerable difficulty was experien- 
,.ced in satisfying the exorbitant demands ol 
the virago who owned this comfortless 
hovel, and whose reception of the king’s 
guests, as representative of her absent hus- 
band, to whose charge the hamlet had been 
confided, was neither hospitable nor flat- 
tering- 'For a .full hour after the. arrival 
of the party, this wrinkled beldame, stand- 
ing in the dark porch of her adjacent house, 
had exerted her cracked voice in a tissue 
of shrili comments levelled against the im- 
propriety' of entering piivate demesnes, un-, , 
■announced; and the 'first, crowing of .the 
cock invited a renewal of her far from me- 
lodious clamor, which was only silenced by 
the jingle of silver crowns. 

The road now des’cended to the Uniptoo, 
which tEikes its source in the lofly moun- 
tain Assagud, and thence winds through 
numerous rapid currents down the broad 
stony bed. Cotton in its most perfect state 
of cultivation clothed all the level terraces. 
’I’he papyrus, here as in Egypt designated, 
jili^eela, fringed the banks of Uie stream in 
close thick patches ; the honey-suckef, ar- 
rayed iii green and gold, flashed in the 
morning sun, as it darted among tlie iow« 
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eriBg* acacias ; birds of rare plumage filled 
tlie tangled brushwood ; and the fantastic 
forms of the circumjacent mountains en-r . 
hanced tlie beauty of the wild scene.' But 
every mail’s hand was armed for -strife., 
The peasant carried spear and shield, and 
wore the sword girded tp Ms loins; and 
the site of his habitation liad been carefully 
selected with a long look one on' all sides, 
as a precaution against attack , and- inva- 
sion. ^ . . 

' Leaving the' ■ bed ’ of the '.river, which . 
measured some eighty yards across, ';the_ 
■path ascended; a, ridge running east and' 
.west, and. deriving its ..appeliatio'ri from the 
conspicuous peaksof Goluitee and Demsee, 
To the eastward, through a wide gap in the 
mountains," could be seen a long reach of 
the Airara, now expanded into a noble river, 
by the junction of the Umptoo, and glitter- 
ing under its numberless channels, which 
bear in the rains a vast volume of water to 
the Casam, to be poured eventually into the 
Hawash. From the summit of the pass in 
the direction of Ankober, a strange view 
extended for a distance of thirty or forty 
miles — a broken abyss of hill tops, seeming 
as though the waves of the troubled ocean 
had been suddenly "petrified in their pro- 
gress — Mamrat, the monster billow, tow- 
ering above all in the far horizon, as the 
last barrier arrested in. full career. ' , 

, The belt of rugged hills of limestone 
slate through which the course lay, is an 
almost uninhabited waste of neutral ground, 
forming the boundary betwixt the Christian 
and Moslem subjects of Shoa. A few goats 
alone found a suilciency of food among the 
scanty leaves of the now withered acaeias; 
and the human denizens of the . soil were 
' wild as their , rocky - mountains. • • Fleeing 
at the approach of the 'white men, they 
took up a secure position, on the, very sum- 
m'it of loftiest peaks, and looked. down 
with evident mistrust upon the cavalcade,' 
" whicli was sufficiently well . armed, , and 
formidable in point of number, to instil 
terror into the bosom of all cohscioiis of the' j 
' wuath of princes, .and of lawful tribute rasM | 
ly withheld..,'- The, termination of this sul- 1 
. try .range forms an abutment upon the' coun- ’ 
try of' the Adaiel,- whence; is deri'ved all the- ’ 
suiph'ur employed, in", the ,mainifacture of 
gunpowder in the royal arsenals-.; and spe-. 
eimens .which 'were,,' picked up by the .way ; 
would lead to. the inference that the vein 
continued even beyond thepoint of crossing. 

Like that of the Umptoo, the",, bed of the- 
. Korie, ano.tlief," tr,ibutary of the Casam to 
mdiicli the road next descended, -is bordered" 
with luxuriant cotton cultivation, and in 
.many parts overgrown with tangled papy- 
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rus. Shut in by a deep valley, it threads 
the mountainous district of Dingai-terri, 
and many wild bananas were seen luxuri- 
ating on its moist banljs. The dusty path 
led on through a jungle composed chiefly 
of a bastard description of Balm of Gilead, 
which being crushed under the foot, scent- 
ed the whole atmosphere. Near the Mos* 
iem cemetery, below Kittel Yellish, the 
civility of the governor of the district was 
displayed in the purveyance, on skins be- 
neath the trees, of every article considered 
! nbcessary for Christian sustenance during 
this most holy season of Lent — bread, beer, 
and water proving truly acceptable to the, 
Abyssinian followers, already much dis- 
tressed by the intense heat of. a nearly 
vertical sun, to which they were so little 
inured. A wild rogiiish-looking Moslem 
dervish, decked in a rosary of large brown 
berries, and carrying^ a staff of truly por- , 
tentous dimensions, here introduced liim- 
self as an acquaintance made many months 
previously at Dathdra, upon which grounds 
he considered himself entitled to share in 
the repast. Leading a roving and an idle 
life, and armed with scrip and water-flagon, 
be had for years subsisted upon the aims 
of the superstitious followers of the Proph- 
et ; and if judgment might be formed front 
his sleek exterior, they had not been nig- 
gard of their contributions. 

. Lofty, gray, weather-worn precipices, 
•down wbich the mountain torrents had left 
visible traces of their headlong course, 
^now rose ovey deep semi-circular basins 
by the way-side, a formation of limestone 
cut into riits being occasionally visible be- 
neath a thick stratum of basalt. In the 
bed of the Mejmso. Gool sheltered caves 
and a bubbling brook afforded inviting shel- 
ter, to the weary porters, and more level 
tract was then gained, over wbich a gallop 
of , five miles led to Dummakoo, one of the 
royal granaries, where, by his majesty’s 
commands, the head-quarters were to be 
established. 

This village, constructed on a knoll three 
thousand feet below the level of Ankober, 
is situated in a fine, open, undulating 
country, well populated, and intersected 
by numerous milk-bush hedges. Bichly 
, cultivated, and scoured by a cool breeze, 
It afforded a most agreeable contrast to the 
barren sultry hills through which the 
course had lain. The cloud-enveloped 
dome of the great beacon Mammt still 
towered . obscurely in the hazy. .-distance. 
In the. intervening space, abounding with 
coal, lay the lofty range of Bulga and 
Mentshar, rising to the extinguisher-Iika 
"'cone- of Megasus, and at itsioot sank the- 
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valley of the Casam, which was to form 
the scene of coming operatiohs. ‘ 

One of the king’s nnmerons magazines 
forfi-rain and farm produce extends its long 
barn-] ike front in the centre of the hamlet, 
every house of which is screened by a. tali 
green hedge ; and that the safety of the 
royal stores has been alone consulted in 
the selection of the site, is sufficiently 
proved by the fact of the inhabitants being 
compelled to drive their cattle many miles 
on eitlier side for their daily draught of 
water, while the long-tressed Mohamma- 
dan damsels are fain to trudge with a 
heavy jar at their back to a remote pool, 
carefully fenced and barricadoed. 

All agricultural operations of the fertile 
environs of Berimt, comprising one of his 
majesty’s best grain farms, are annually 
performed by the surrounding population 
en masse, Several heavy showers which 
had recently fallen having fully prepared 
. the ground for the reception of the seed, 
a vast concourse of rustics had collected 
from the entire district — the inhabitants of 
each hamlet bringing their own oxen and 
implements of husbandry ; so that in the 
course of a very few hours many hundred 
acres, already ploughed, were sown and 
harrowed by their united efforts, the praises 
of the despot being loudly sung throughout 
the continuance of the tributary labor, 
which is similarly exacted in all parts of 
the kingdom. 

On the crop arriving at maturity, a' sheaf 
is cut and presented in token of joy to the 
governor of the district The reaping and 
threshing again call for the assembly of 
the agricultural population ; and the har- 
vest-home having been celebrated with 
suitable festivity, the accessions to the 
royal granaries are duly registered by 
scribes delegated on the part of the crown. 

Upon a' rising ™und, about a mile from 
Dummakoo, is hSd the monthly market of 
the district. Tradition asserts, that ‘one 
of the inhabitants of a neighboring hamlet 
saw in a dream that the Imam Abdool 
Kadur, appearing upon this hill, picked 
up a stone, and in a loud voice proclaimed 
that the spot' belonged henceforth to him- 
self ; and no sooner had the pious disciple 
of the Prophet declared his vision, than 
the site was adopted by the unanimous 
voice of the assembled multitude for the 
celebration of the bazaar, which, in the 
lapse of a few generations, has become 
one of considerable importance. 

Almost immediately upon arrival a visit 
was- received from. Habti Mariam,*^ the 


* i. e. The property of the Virgin. 


vice-governor, whose residence is at Wur- 
doo, the principal village of the Berhut 
district. He explained that his non-ap- 
pearance to escort the party from Ankober 
had arisen from severe optlialmia, con- 
tracted during a recent visit to the hot low 
country. Some very potent amulets had 
been now attached to various parts of his 
body in order to remove the disorder ; and 
the good man was moreover provided with 
a large raw onion, with which he rubbed 
his eyes alternately during the interview. 

It has already been mentioned that the 
influence of Wulasma Mohammad extends 
along the Whole of the Moslem districts of 
the eastern frontier ; and it had now been 
advantageously exerted in the dispatch of 
a body of his immediate retainers, com- 
manded first to announce to the Adaiel on 
the border, the intention entertained of 
visiting their country, and afterward to 
escort the party thither. In order to coun- 
teract any offensive demonstration to which 
this unusual excursion might give rise, 
Habti Mariam had issued orders to assem- 
ble his levy, in accordance With strict in- 
junctions received from his foy.al master, 
to” secure the safety of his European 
children,” upon penalty of loss of liberty 
and government. The greatest difficulty 
was, however, experienced in persuading 
his followers to undertake the much-dread- 
ed journey to the lower regions, as w^ell 
from their unanimous detestation of the 
intense heat, as their innate dread of the 
lawless population ; and he was finally 
compelled to put them to the blush by a dec- 
laration of his resolve to perform the king’s 
behest at all risks hr his own person; 
when a handful of the boldest setting the 
example, the lists were speedily filled to 
the number of two hundred and fifty, which 
forep had been considered by the negoos 
as sufficient for the excursion. ^ 



CHAPTER CXVi; 

ADEN ON THE CASAM EIVEE, THE TERUT- 
TORY OF THE ADEL SIJB-TRIBB GAREEM- 
RA DAMOOSA. 

A CANOPY of thick clouds clinging to 
the high hills of Ankuber, had indicated 
that the rain still continued to deluge the 
more elevated regions ; but on the wide 
undulating plains of Berhut, the thermom- 
eter in , the tents stood at 105®; and al- 
though the sky was occasionally overcast 
in the morning, the sun shone with due 
tropical fervor up to the day fixed for de- 
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parture to the low country. It was still 
dark when the cavalcade filed past the 
church of St. George, which, ornamented 
with a triangle of ostrich eggs as a spire, 
stands at the extremity of the village ; and 
as' every Abyssinian lip, in succession, sa- 
luted with a pious kiss the rough bark of 
the kolquai trees, by which it was fenced 
round, many a vow was made in propitia- 
tion of safe return ' from the dangerous 
expedition. , ■ V ; 

Dawn of day found the party at the ter-, 
mination of the tract of table land claimed 
by the crown ; and the sun, as lie rose be- 
hind the lofty peak of Assibote, lighted the 
descent by the Dodoti pass, a winding path 
overhanging the valleys, which still lay in 
dai-kness. Commanding a boundless pros^ 

' pect over the burning plains below, it leads 
by a very judiciously selected line, with a 
gradual descent of eighteen hundred feet, 
over mountain , ridges rapidly diminishing 
in height to the foot of the Abyssinian 
range, where, watered by the Casam, 
stretches the Adel district of Aden. Brown, 
barren, and sparingly wooded, the entire 
intervening space is broken by deep hol- 
lows and ravines and beyond, wild, deso- 
late, and hot, and surrounded by extensive 
white desert tracts, rise the isolated craters 
of Saboo and Fantali. . 

Although waterless, the entire moun- 
tain-side is well peopled by Mohammadan 
subjects of Shoa, whose- progenitors, ar- 
riving from the country of the sun,, with 
the great invader Graan, selected this as 
the location most congenial to their habits, 
and with it bequeathed to their descend- 
ants, all the ancestral aversion to- a Cold 
climate. A stronger and more athletic 
race than the Amhara, the dark-eyed fe- 
males nevertheless present . features far 
more feminine and- agreeable than their 
coarse highland sisters ; and withal are far 
more becomingly attired. The hot dusty 
hamlets and scattered farm houses, which 
crown many of the peaks, are surrounded 
by extensive cultivation. Tlie squa.re 
domiciles, constructed of loose stones with 
riiud terraces, afford suScient accommo- 
dation, both for owner and cattle ; and the 
ricli stores of grain, proclaim a life of in- 
clostry and abundance. . 

The retiniie of the governor increased 
rapidly with diis' advance. .Every hamlet . 
now poured forth its quota ; and before 
reaching the Fotali river, he mustered full 
four hundred retainers, a': rude, ieiidal host - 
.of horse and foot. For some miles the 
road wound along, the' dry channel of the 
mountain torrent, the banks rising on either', 
side steep and perpendicular, so as to form 


a deep chasm, partially obstructed by huge 
masses that had been precipitated from 
above, JHere and there a solitary Karaiyo’ 
hamlet met the eye — the flocks and herds 
assembled in the neighborhood of the only 
well, around which the greasy maidens, in 
rude, leathern petticoats, fearlessly drew 
water, proclaiming a district dependent 
npon .Shoa. . Debouching at length upon 
the plain of the Gasam, the still increased 
temperature was at once perceptible ; and 
the feeble breeze stirring could not be felt 
through the mass of acacias and wild aloe 
which in full blossom covered the entire 
face of the country. 

Habti Mariam liere confided his curly 
locks to the' hands of an attendant barber, 
and his example was followed by a weather- 
beaten old warrior, covered with silver de- 
corations for valor, who had lost Un eye by 
the spear of the Galla, but had just joined ^ 
the party, looking with the other as if he 
intended to take an active part in the chase. 
An hour through the low jungle revealed 
the river at a point where the width is from 
seventy to eighty yards, a strong stream of 
turbid water running through a rocky chan- 
nel, in parts overgrown with groves of 
tamarisk. Skirting the northern bank a 
considerable distance over hot loose boul- 
ders and hard volcanic terraces, a promi- 
nent height was next gained, whence the 
view extended over the lowest valley 
threaded by the well wooded . Casam, the 
whole, reach of which was covered with 
great herds of horned cattle. 

Here the cavalcade halted, and was pre- 
sently joined^ from a group of Adel wig- 
wams, by Godana, one of the braves of the 
Gareemra Damoosa, carrying a broad-head- 
ed spear, and wearing his lank hair tv/isted 
into thin cords. A long and animated 
conference ensued, through the medium of 
an interpreter ; in the course of which it 
was set forth, on the part of the puissant 
warrior, that the appearance of so large a 
body of the Amhara had led his tribe to 
apprehend hostilities ; that their flocks and 
herds were gi^azing in the vale below, 
peaceably tended by their young men and 
maidens ; and that as the unwonted descent 
of such a host of Christians could not fail 
to create great alarm, he was desirous, be- 
fore authorizing further advance, to be more 
distinctly apprised of the nature and object 
of the visit. It was explained by the gov- 
ernor, “tha.t the sole intention was to hunt 
buffaloes-^that the white men were the 
special guests of the king ; and having al- 
ready slain , elephants at Giddem, his maj- 
esty sought to honor his friends the Ada'iel, 
by the performance of equally extraordmaiy 
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feats in tlieir country— concluding with the 
assurance that the* fear of the Ittoo Oalla 
having alone dictated thh presence of so 
many followers, both Godana and his peo- 
ple might rest satisfied that the. visit was 
in good faith, and perfectly pacilic,” 

The cattle having first been driven to a 
distance, the Christian ctoalry were final- 
ly, after much demur ,■ permitted to descend 
into the bed of the Casam, arid there to'eii- 
joy the shelter ahorded by groves of spread- 
ing tamarinds which grace its shady banks, 
the elders of the tribe being nieahwhiie 
summoned to debate the subject more (ullyi 
Parties of the Adel population of the ad- 
joining district of Desse now sauntered up 
by threes anil fours, and tall, gaunt, mea- 
gre savages they were — ^thelr loins girded 
by a scant and filthy rag, but each -equipped 
with a serviceable creese, a battered shield, 
and a spear decked with some trophy. of 
the chase. The scowling downcast eye, 
liabitually half closed against; the glare of 
their parched plains — ^thq dissatis&ction .so 
legibly written on every face — ^the sun? 
burnt bushy wig — -the pinched, features — 
'tlie loose scambling gait — ^the air of . inso- 
lent independence — and not least, the I’ank 
disagreeable odor — all combined to 'pro- 
claim them members of the great family 
peopling this sultry desert for hundreds of 
miles, and differing but slightly in manners 
or in appearance throughout the entire of 
_ the wide extended tract. ' | 

In the course of another tierce palaver, ; 
it was intimated that many expected to die 
before the affair should be terminated; but 
the promise of handsome remuneration to 
survivors,, in case of casualty, worked suc- 
cessfully upon Aclel cupidity; After de- 
vouring a supply of broad that had been 
provided for the European party, and to 
those who till not the ground,- forms an un- 
heard of luxury, they unanimously express- 
ed their resolution of acceding to the royal 
wishes, and of leading the way to their 
choicest preserves. Greatly to the horror 
of, Moslem antipathy, the, river had mean- 
while been dragged of many of its iinny 
inhabitants by the Amhara, who are per- 
mitted to eatlish.flffi libkwm^ although pfo- 
tnbited from toncliing either flesh or fowl 
during the .severe penance enjoined 
throughout the tedious fast of Lent. 

Under the guidance of a party selected 
by the tribe, the route was now continued 
along the bsuik of the river.; and after 
passing a wild volcanic, fosse, which winds 
for miles between high walls of black lava 
to the very foot of the Faktali crater, a halt 
mas called upon a spot lower dovs^ the 
where grass was abundant ' The 


bivouac was among huge loose boulders ; 
and between the bold headlands which 
bound the stream numerous glimpses wfore 
obtained of its distant course, as it wound 
calmly over the deep rocky bed. Faiitali 
wa'saiow not more than six miles distant 
to the' south.; Althoiigli the existence of 
thermal springs, was con..firmed, the volcano 
was unanimously represented, to have emit- 
ted.- no sm.oke within the memory of the 
present generation. The hill was pictured' 
as a fiery f urn ace, '‘and a desert waste, as 
the ■ habitation of gins and demons — the 
communication having’, howevei'.ironi time 
immemorial been entirely cut off by the 
Ittoo and Aroosi Gnila, who coiitiimaily 
prowl over the intervening plrxi]]. Not- 
witliSLa,nding the smallness ofthe European 
band, and the faligne oniailed by the sultry 
march, former exporienco of Adel treach- 
ery, added to the lirbitiial apathy, inclilfer- 
eiice, and timidity of every Amhara escort, 
enforced the necessity of precaution in so 
wild a spot band throughout the night a 
disciplined vigilance was accordingly main- 
tained by a revival of the long-neglected 
rules of ‘‘ watch and ward.” ■ 


CHAPTER .CXVIL.,, 

TR:IU'MPH over the forest BTi'LL.. 

^ At break of day the. hunters vvare In the, 
saddle ; and the lava blocks which bounded 
the camp having been passed, a Icvei tract 
was siiddeiily revealed, composed of hard 
clay, and destitute of a stone in any direc- 
tion. Wide-spreading camel-thorn acacias 
in .full blossom, witii llieir idch perfume, 
loaded the morning air even to satiety, and 
ill long lines and clumps separated the 
outskirts into a succession, of delightful 
glades of the most inviting aspect, whicli- 
promised to teem ‘with wild beasts of every 
variety. Five of the principal AdaVel at- 
tended in equestrian order, their ‘slender 
waists begirt with the scoaidest and dirtiest 
fragment of clotli, and their heads stream- 
ing witli grea^se — a chosen band of mo ant- 
ed Moslems, from the retinue of Habti 
Mariam, ‘being decked 'out in the flaunting* 
spoils of lions and leopards rvhich had 
fallen to their prowess. This motley group 
of wild riders set ofi’ at a furious pace 
across the flat, some scouring after e\’ery 
: insignificant animal that was descried, 
while others, truer wood-craftsmen, dili- 
gently scanned the ground over which - 
Siey galloped. 

. .Lastnig.ht’8.tracfis,ofthewanfo]astren^ 
of ixe. giant monMCh of the forest were 
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Me aiBOBg the noble trees. Huge branch- 
esj twisted from the stem, lay scattered in ^ 
various quarters, and the fresh foot-marhs 
of the devastators were presently discov- 
ered. Several inefFectiial attempts had ' 
been made to decrease the number of the I 
rabble train, and the disturbance created 
had the effect, like the tail of the rattle- 
snake, of ' w’-arning all of the approach of ; 
enemies. Myriaxis of clamoring guinea- 1 
fowl, whirring above the grove in every ' 
direction, spread the alarm far and wide-; ’ 
and the quarry, driven deeper and deeper . 
into the dark recesses, hnaliy took shelter ^ 
in a sea of tangled bulrushes, which skirted 
the borders of numerous rivulets of run-, 
ning -water that pour their muddy tribute 
into.:, the , Casam. ' • 

During several, hours thus fruitlessly 
passed, the strenuous and unanimous ex- 
ertions of the retinue were most unremit- 
ting to prevent success ; , but a limited 
party on foot, with three of the governor’s 
braves, were at length induced to lead the 
way 'into the covert. ' Here the' cast of a 
few hundred yards revealed the tracks of 
a bufelo, and the trail Avas carried through , 
thick groves of wild tamarisk, whose shady 
boughs, meeting overhead, formed natural 
bowers and arcades. The tumult, had 
now ceased. While stealing in Indian 
file through vast fields . of talf flags, and 
carefully avoiding every projecting twi^, 
the fresh traces of the quarry frequently 
demonstrated that he was close at hand, 
and at length a measured splashing of wa- 
ter in the broad channel below gave notice 
of his actual presence. 

The leading Adel cast a keen glance 
tlirough the mtervening screen of blue 
tamarisk, and, turning, pointed to both his 
eyes. From the brink of the river bank a 
noble buffalo was perceived rolling from, 
side to si|fe, as it waded indolently "across 
the stream, which reached above the girth, 
ever and anon whisking its tasselled tail 
to dislodge a host of persecuting flies. Its 
intention evidently was to land immediate- 
ly below ■ the ambush taken ; and as less 
than -fifty yards intervened, each step ad- i 
vancecl rendered the target more imfavor-. 
able. A two-ounce ball" in the point of the. 
shoulder, though it tumbled the unwieldy 
a.-nimal on its haunches, did not sufficiently 
paralyze its giant strength to bring it fairly 
down ; and before another rifle could be ob- 
tained, it had burst -from the eddying water, 
and plunged into, the- adjacent thicket. 

No trace of blood rewarded the strictest - 
scrutiny ; and, after a few minutes’' deiib- 
emtioBs the attendants pronounced, the-; 
crimai unscathed; but finding, the party 


positive as to the spot in which the bullet 
had taken effect, and firmly resolved not 
to abandon the quest, several able casts 
were made among the tall flags that waved 
over the rivulet. Fifteen minutes passed 
on witliout a whisper ; then a low wfliistie 
from the thicket proclaimed the success of 
..'Kdorbo the. Adel. He had recovered the 
wounded beast, recumbent in the darkest 
recesses of the tamarisk grove, its red eves 
gleamingthrough the .gloom, saliva stream- 
ing in heil-^ropes from the mouth, and tlue 
'breathmgdiard and Iiuskjn A faint charge 
succeeded; but its strength was on the 
wane, andas it stiimblsd across a prostrate 
bough, its demolition was coinpleted. 

Singular pleasure could not hut attend 
the conquest of this noble beast, ^standing 
nineteen hands at the wither. In spite of 
every existing disadvantage, the avowed 
object of the' toilsome journey to the hot 
plains of the Adaiel had now been accom- 
plished,, to the delight and the amiazemont 
of all ; whereas, to have returned to tb.s 
king without a trophy, after his majesty’s 
sage. jamarks upon the subject of buffalo- 
hUnting, -would, in the eyes of every one, 
have proved a blot on the escutcheon of 
the hitherto" triumphant Gyptzis. 

No .. sooner had the unwijeldy monster 
faliM ih -its dast struggles than Adam, the 
chief of the braves," having severed the 
windpipe with true Mohammauan sldii, 
advanced at the head of his hand, and 
fallihg prostra,te on the ground, returned 
thanks at the feet of the victor. Shields 
fuE of , -water to allay thirst were next 
brought from- the 3*iver. Every creese 
.was drawn, and the solid hide, after being 
removed with all , expedition, was, for the 
■ convenience of carriage, divided lute six 
portions suited for bucklers. Often re- 
peated blows from a heavy stone detach od 
the great crescent horns from the beetling 
brow^ ; and these, with the ears, hoofs, and 
•tuffed tail, were borne off as trophies to be 
laid, at the royal footstool. Slated at the 
conquest in a few minutes of a formidable 
and much-dreaded beast, whose destruction 
by these rude people — a feat sometimes 
occupying many days— ^is esteemed equiv- 
alent to the slaughter of eight Pagans in 
vbattle, the excited savages were presently 
retracing their steps through the intrica- 
cies of the wilderness. ' Flourishing tlie 
spbils aloft in earnest of victory, they al- 
ternately whistled and chanted their wild- 
est war-dirge, and the deep chorus raised 
at intervals made the recesses of the grove 
to ring again. 

Awaiting the return with some anxiety, 
Ayto Hahti Mariam, surroiiiided. by Ms ar- 
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ray of wjtrriors, was seated beneath the 
spreading arms of a venerable acacia, which 
leaned in hoary pride over the bank of the 
bubbling Casam. Godana, the Adel brave, 
galloping wildly into the ring, vauited from 
his rude saddle, and casting, a sixth -of the 
hide contemptuously upon the ground, de- 
clared the quest to be achieved I During 
the performance of the war-dance, by which 
his gaunt and sinewy .frame was long vio- 
lently convulsed, he. sprang from side to 
side, quivering his spear with the most 
ferocious gestures, and chuckling in imi- 
tation of the gloating mirth of famished 
vultures that revel over their prey. His 
exliibitiori concluded, the other doughty 
heroes who had been present at the death, 
each in his turn, flung his trophy disdain- 
fully upon the earth ; and the whole, with 
shouts, and yells, and war-whoops, accom- 
panied by all manner of savage antics, then 
triumphed over the spoils of the slain. 

Greatly to the disappointment and sur- 
prise of the king’s guests,' the governor 
now intimated the necessity of returning 
forthwith to the high country. The pro- 
lific covert teeming with game of every 
description, a respite of only one day was 
earnestly and repeatedly solicited, but in 
vain. The Amhara, who had embarked 
in the rash enterprise with the utmost re- 
luctance, oppressed by the direct influence 
of the solar rays, and most anxious to ter- 
minate their sojourn on a perilous border, 
heretofore imirodderi by Christian foot, 
with' unanimous voice declared their pro- 
visions at an end ; while the Adaiel, who 
still mistrusted the' motive of the visit, 
and, now that the avowed object had been 
accomplished, would hear of no" further 
tarry on their frontier, urged as an,- argu- 
ment for instant departure, that the. Ittoo, 
“ having heard the reports of the rifles, 
would not fail to be down in strength du- 
ring the night.” ' / ■ 

Desultory hostilities are Continually 
waged between these wild borderers, whose 
broils and feuds are endless ; and not six 
months had passed away since five hun- 
dred Pagans, bursting over the^ frontier, 
had plundered the Moslem vallies. But 
the tocsin, resounding from village to vil- 
lage, was promptly responded to by the 
gathered population, who pursued the 
marauders on their return flushed with 
• success — ^recovered all the booty ’wherewith 
they were laden — ^and^left the stark bodies 
of one hundred and twenty unbelievers 
a prey to the vultures of the air. Although 
a brave soldier, Habti Mariam was . evi- 
dently unwilling to incur the responsibili- 
ty* “ You came,” he repeated, Ho hunt- 


buffaloes ; and by God’s aid you have suc- 
ceeded. My control extends not to these 
disturbed districts ; and if blows should 
be struck, what account shall I render un- 
to the king my lord ?” 

Further remonstrance being obviously 
useless, the Adas el were assembled, and 
complimentary speeches fravhig been de- 
livered laudatory of their assistance, an 
Abyssinian cloth and a handful of German 
crowns were placed among them for di- 
vision. Godana, on the part of his avari- 
cious tribe, made an oration in reply ; and 
waxing more and more animated as he 
drew toward the conclusion of the ha- 
rangue, ended by praying in a loud voice, 
“ that Allah might conduct the princely 
visitors in safety to their homes, and cause 
their spear-blades to prevail over every 
foe ’-—that the eyes of their adversaries 
might be blinded in battle — that plenty 
might crow'n their harvests, and blood, as 
now, ever bedew their hunting trail!” 
And during the pause that followed the 
interpretation of each of these benedic- 
tions, the governor, with his assembled 
host, ejaculated “ Amen 

The Casam again recrossed, and the as- 
cent of the hills commenced, the sudden 
appearance of a colony of pigfaced baboons 
crowning the bank of the volcanic cleft, 
gave birth for some minutes to an appre- 
hension, among the Amhara, that the 
much-dreaded Ittoo were already hovering 
on the flank. But certain playful bounds 
on the part of the suspected objects soon 
dispelled the illusion ; and the setting sun 
saw the party safely encamped un a height 
overlooking a bend of the river. lt§ wide 
basin presented the remnants of 'Vdlcanic 
action in a group of thermal springs which 
issue from the sod-grown channel at a 
tem|)erature of 150° Fahrenheit, and flow 
steaming on beneath a grove odorifer- 
ous fan-palms. Celebrated for their san- 
ative properties, the baths were speedily 
thronged by all who labored under any 
real or imaginary ailment j and notwith- 
stonding that tliey shrunk from the ex- 
treme heat, which threatened to scald a 
European finger, the immersion was per- 
severingly continued by a succession of 
patients so long as the daylight lasted. 


CHAPTIE CXVIII. 

nETITEK TO BirMIVIAKOO. 

Ih the absence of a standing army, It is 
truly aistonishing by what magic speii the 
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iaiiabitants of these remote portions of 
his majesty’s dominions are bound to his 
rule. Owing to the difficulties insepara- 
ble from the introduction of an armed 
force for their chastisenientj and the ?ery 
inaccessible nature of their fastnesses,, no 
situation could be more favorable to revolt 
and to rebellion. But it is strikingly ob- 
vious, that the wily policy of reticulated 
governments will prove sufficient lor the 
accomplishment of the end, so long as the 
fear of the Galla is strong in the breast both 
of Christian and Mohammadan, and so long 
as the name of Sahela Selassie shall con- 
tinue to act as a potent talisman upon all 
the savage, turbulent, and refractory spir- 
its who people his disunited empire. 

During the early, portion, of the night, 
the shrill crowing, as of a hundred cocks, 
might have induced the belief that the 
wild camp stood in the neighborhood of 
Ankober, where chanticleer taxes his j 
throat almost incessantly ; but the sound | 
to which the wild hills now rung was as- 
certained to proceed from the Amhara 
pickets. With a view to compensate in 
some measure for the brief sojourn con- 
ceded in the low country, the huntep were 
hurried off the moment the morning star 
appeared, in order to beleaguer a field of 
reeds occupying the bed of the Casam* It 
was said by the governor to terminate in 
a cul de 5 £zc, and to be one great den of 
lions, no fewer than eight having fallen 
under the spears of the Adaiel in an at- 
tack made some years previously. The 
path traversed the deep broken bed of the 
river, the lofty castellated walls of which 
rising sternly in the moonlight, were gar- 
risoned by a legion of baboons, and before 
dawn, the forces halted on a sheet of bare 
rock, over which a small stream of water 
fell by a time-worn channel into a deep 
dark basin ; — many hundred acres of tail 
waving flags, interspersed by shady trees, 
stretching away over the long reach 
beyond. ' 

But the capabilities of the place proved 
to have been greatly exaggerated ; and, 
although certainly harboring a vast num- 
ber of the felimB, it was far too extensive 
and too tangied—too impervious to man, 
and too unassailable by fire— ^to admit even 
of a chance of success. An agazin and an 
oryx, of which numbers lied in all direc- 
tions, were hunted down and mobbed by 
the host of retainers, aided by their dogs. 
A feeble attempt was then made to dislodge 
the inmates of the wide covert, by a gene- 
ral screaming and clattering of shields on 
the outskirts ; and this notable display of 
being concluded without any good 
20 


result, the cavalcade wended its way home- 
ward. 

Mounting on the left side, with the as- 
sistance "Of his spear, the Amhara when in 
the saddle does not by any means ride well. 
Frequent falls are precluded by the high 
bulwarks of wood and leather which fortify 
his position ; but his seat is awkward and 
ungainly ; and although a horse is carried 
at speed over bad ground, few cavaliers can 
be said to possess the noble science of equi- 
tation. While violently kicking with the 
naked shanks, and retaining the stirrup in 
the grasp of the great toe, they tug vio- 
lently at the cruel and barbarous bit ; and 
the blood is to be seen streaming from the 
mouth, as the tortured animal tosses its 
head in agony. ’ 

The bridle is especially powerful and 
severe, long cheeks being attached to an 
indented bit, while a solid iron ring em- 
braces the lower jaw, and acts like a tight- 
ened curb, to the effectual restraint of the 
most violent temper. The saddle is of 
Tartar form, and consists of two light 
splinters, leaving a clear space ‘for the 
spine, and connecting a high wooden pom- 
mel for the suspension of the shield to a. 
cantel equally high. Firmly sewn together 
with wet thongs, the tree is padded, cov- 
ered with a loose skin, and furnished with, 
stirrup rings, just sufficiently capacious to 
'embrace the first toe of the shoeless eques- 
trian. 

The Abyssinian horse would in England 
be considered under-sized, and deficient in 
make and bone; but the breed is hardy, 
enduring, and sure-footed, and, from the 
low price demanded, might with advantage 
be exported to some of the eastern colonies. 
Colts reared among the Galla are deserv- 
edly held superior, the reckless character 
of the wild pagan rider impelling them over 
the most difficult ground, and thus impart- 
ing a degree of boldness and confidence 
which is rarely to be found in the Amhara 
steeds. In Shoa the absence of roads mili- 
tates against the use of wheeled carriages ; 
and established custom forbidding the em- 
ployment of the team in agriculture, the 
gelding is reserved exclusively for the sad- 
dle, while mares and stallions are very 
rarely ridden. The art of shoeing is un- 
known, and no attention is paid to the care 
of the hoof, which, being extremely hard, 
for a time bids defiance to the stony ground ; 
but many nevertheless were already be- 
ginning to suffer from the want of a farrier. 

The horse is by all considered every 
inferior animal to the mule, whose soft 
agreeable pace accords much better with, 
the general indolent habits of the Abyssia- 
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ian, axid whose patience and surety of foot 
amoijp; the steep rocky mountains are suf- 
ficieutiy apj 3 reciated. The prices given 
are cousequeatly larger^ and the care taken 
of the latter is proportionably greater. 
IVliilo ili3 steed, scantily supplied with old 
straw, runs in the pasture during every 
season ot the year, the mule, on the failure 
of tlie herbage, is pampered on barley and 
on the best "of telF fodder, and, sheltered 
from the cold bleak wind, remains a con- 
stant inmate of the masler’s dwelling, on 
terms of close intimacy with the family. 

Twenly-five or thirty miles within the 
day are rarely exceeded — the high hills to 
be* ascended, mid the deep rugged valleys 
to be traversed, rendering a longer stage 
almost impracticable. The usual pace of | 
tlie sure-fooled mule is three miles during 
the hour, but when the road is level the 
amble is increased to live, and the pedes- ! 
trians of the party still continue to retain 
their place, A saddled steed is led in the 
train; and, excepting in the hereditary do- 
minions of Shoa, the traveller fain to ' 
keep a good look out for the roving Galia, 
and to do battle on the moment, if occasion 
requires. ' ■ 

On again reaching the gorge of the F6- 
tah river, the governor, surrounded by the 
most puissant of his chivalry, and preceded 
by a band of bold spearmen, each decorated 
with some flaunting trophy of the chase, 
advanced with a measured war-dance, and 
a martial chorus, which made the deep 
cleft reecho. These triumphant strains 
were continued with little intermission du- 
ring the whole of the steep ascent, and in 
spite of the intense heat of the sun, which 
shot forth with greater fervor than ever, 
were swelled occasionally by his own voice. 
Dense clouds of dust and sand, such as 
might be raised by a charge of ten thou- 
sand cavalry, whirled up toward the sultry 
sky from the scene of recent exploits ; and 
the Atnhara, already farmed by the cooler 
breeze of the highlands, looked down upon 
tlie execrated plain with joy at titeir deliv- 
erance from its burning atmosphere. From 
each hamlet alo ig the route the inhabitants 
sallied forth with shrill aceiamitlons, to 
grefjt the rot.ura of the adventurous paily: 
the entire female populaion of Dilmmakoo, 
receiving tha wh.te strangers near the 
church dedicated to the tutelar^ saint of 
England, led the way with ketde-dmms 
and shouts of welcome; and for-mnny 
h(5urs after arrival within the dark walls of 
tiie king's granary, every quarter of the 
village' resounded with choral music. 

A visitor coDgratula ion was immediate^- 
ly paid by a djm.nut.vb geatleman, who 


boasted descent in a direed. line from the 
celebrated Graan, and whose more imme- 
diate ancestors possessed; the viccgerency 
of the greater part of the country just vis- 
ited. . . AM Q,oi occupied a farm in tlie vicin- 
ity of Dimimakoo, and he was accompanied 
by his tall, ihir, dark-ej^ed daughter, clothed 
in crimson, and loaded with ahiuiets and" 
amber.. necklaces. Possessing the Abyg- ■ 
siniaii accompMshment of' .begging in the 
very highest perfection, the w^orthy Moa- 
lem^presented a jar of milk, and, requested ' 
the loan' of 'five .hundred dollars to pay for , 
his. estate.; while " the coquettish damse! 
brought a loaf of bread, and exerted her ' 
powers of eloquence to bring about an ap- 
plication to the throne for the restoration 
of her parent to his. hereditary dignities. ■' 
vSha was knowui by the eccentric appella-' 
tion of Kkumsa Kirch, m' ‘‘fifty crowns’* 
— a title bestowed in commemoration of a 
tine to that amount levied on the day of her 
nativity upon AM Q,ui, as a punishment for 
the escape of a state prisoner consigned to 
his custody. 

^ The easy and ingenious mode of extor- 
tion by mamaheha, exists in full force 
throughout the land, and all are equally 
amenable both to its abases and to its pri- 
vileges. Bringing any article within his 
means, no matter what, the begging peti- 
tioner hands it over to his superior as a 
memento for anything that he has the as- 
surance to demand. Servants ofier a stick 
or a bundle of grass, and ask for ^3words!|^ 
clothes, and money ; while chiefs and the . 
highest officers of state, present to the 
throne a pot of butter or a cloth, and seek 
to receive in return a horse, or a mule, or 
an e mbroidered garment, if the mmnalmlm 
be received, the case is liopeiess ; and in- 
deed the custom of the country reejuires 
that the extortioner should be never met 
with a negative. Thus, on the occasion 
of lovs by fire or other casualty, the sulTbrer 
makes. the round of his acf|uaintan<‘. 0 ; who 
each contribute a m.te to the subscrip: ion ; 
and wonderful license being given to im- 
posture, tha infMvidiia! upon whom fortune 
has laid a heavy hand, soon waxes more 
wealthy than before. 

No petitioner over enters the presence 
of ^ his superior unlass furnished wiiii an 
ofiermg* according to his worldiy means, as 
a bribe to propitiate favor and good-wllL 
Cattle and honey, c!oth, wood, and even, 
.stones, are presnited; and this system is 
invariably observe. 1 in all quarrels and dis- 
sensions. where either parly desires recon- 
ciliation. Witriout the intervention m a 
m^diator, this oannoi be efieete.l A third 
individual is ilierefure sought, who will uu- 
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dertalce the arrangement, and to liis hands:.: 
the affair is consigned. The king himself 
often accepts the office, and of _ course is., 
very rarely nnsiiccessfnl. Iiiferiors come 
into the presence of tiieir official' master 
with large stones upon their heads, 5.' and, 
prostrating tlismsslves 'upon the earth, seek 
forgiv6aes.s of their ofiencesj w.hich. at the 
intercession of the all-powerfnl mediator, 
is seldom witliheld. The oath by his ma- 
jesty’s life .is the most potent in nse^. If 
adiured by the death oi Sahela Selassie, 
non-conipliaiice can be visited ,by punish- 
ment; and the wilful breach of the soiemn 
obligation renders the perjured party liable, 
to penalties the most severe. ■ 

From the highest to the lowest, all class- 
es are most pertinacious' beggars. What- 
soever 'is seen is surely' demanded — guns, 
knives, scissors, , beads," cloth, mirrors, and 
dollars. The love of acquiring property 
stifles every sense of shame ; and no com- 
punction is felt in asking for the cloak from 
off the back, or in carrying it away during 
a pitiless storm. The Amhara even take 
a pride in this national failing, and boast i 
that the child before coming into the world 
will stretch forth its hand to receive a gift ; 
while tradition extols as highly praisewor- 
thy and deserving of imitation the conduct 
of a certain great Abyssinian chief, who on 
his death-bed desired that his body might 
be interred in the track of a caravan, in 
order that, if possible, his spirit: might be 
In the way of receiving a dole from the 
passing merchant 1 


■ chapter cxix. 

TjBEE: KAEAnrO .©ALLA. CEATEES'OF SABOO 
AND FANTALI. 

As. each evening dosed, the' most mag- 
nificent stormy effect now appeared over 
the high range .....of Bulga. Dark clouds, 
occasioa.al!y...,pierced a.bright ray of the 
sinking sun, drove in dense volumes, 
across this mountain wall; and as they 
rolled on toward the lofty cone of Mega- 
6US, they revealed in their track the pre- 
cipitous and rugged nature of bluffs which 
had: heretofore presented an unbroken sur- 
face. Rain not unfrequently fell during 
the night, and penetrating the flimsy cot- 
' ton awnings', as if they .had. been . cullen--^ 
ders, rendered an umbrella necessary to- 1 
ward the protection of the damp pillow.^,' ^ 
Resolved to view the mysterious, Fantali 
from the country of the Karaiyo Galia, 
whence might be determined the important 


question .of its activity or quiescence, an 
:excursion was next planned to the lake 
Aiuttahara, whose glassy bosom, surround- 
ed , by ''great. belts .of yellow grass, and 
stretching along the western base of the 
volcano, had been regarded with intense 
curiosity, as it sparkled under the beams 
of the setting sun. Absence of water on 
the road, rendered it imperative that the 
party should be limited ; and the insuper- 
able aversion displajmd by every follower 
to a second expedition to the low country^ 
tiierefore, caused little disappointment. 
Many had already suffered severely from 
inflammation of the eyes ; and greater dif- 
ficulty could hardly have been experienced 
in obtaining volunteers for the most des- 
.perate forlorn hope ever undertaken— tlie 
Avoosi beyond the Hawash, a tribe distin- 
guished for surpassing ferocity, being de- 
clared die bitter, blood-thirsty enemy of 
every Christian and Mohammadan. 

The governor had already proceeded in 
advance, to collect his vassals ; and on the 
morning fixed for departure a heavy white 
fog, such as is wont to envelope the capital 
of^ Shoa during three-quarters of the year^ 
veiled the entire face of nature. The first 
five miles led across the richly cultivated 
terrace of Berhut, amid numerous hamlets 
which gradually became visible as the 
mist ascended. Aingodiye, on the top of 
the pass, together with the entire district 
of that dehoraination, pertains to the lady 
asagash, who, decked in her holyday cos- 
tume, and shining under a sheen of butter, 
politely sallied forth, with her train of 
household slaves and handmaidens, to greet 
the passing strangers. 

This portly dame, whose appearance is 
truly indicative of her wealth, was the fa- 
vorite concubine of the famous Mecloko at 
the period of his assassination ; and having 
been suffered by the despot to retain the 
exiensive domains conferred upon her par- 
amour during the days ot his glory, a thrifty 
disposition has swelled her hoard of corn, 
oil, and beeves, beyond all bounds. In her 
retinue came a disconsolate couple chained 
together by the wrists— thieves no doubt— • 
and said to be man and wife, whom the 
woizoro facetiously declared it had been 
found requisite to link by bonds stronger 
than those of wedlock, in order to counter'- 
act a decided disinclination to the society 
of the husband, evinced, by the inconstant 
spouse in three several elope me uts. 

Descending by a steep pass tji rough tlie 
district of Gooroort;za— a perfect Wilder- 
ness -of rugged mountains— tiie^roid cross- 
ed the river of that name near its Junction, 
i-with the Casam, and shortly afterward the 
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Casam itself, from which all the. villages 
for many miles round derive their supply 
of water. Taking its source in the ele- 
vated plains of Germama, this tributary of 
the Hiiwash escapes through the moun- 
tains by a deep defile, worn in the lapse of 
ages by the autumnal torrents, betwixt 
Mentshar and Bulga. Thence it winds on 
beneath shadowy bluffs of rock rising per- 
pendicularly to a terrace — system of 
ridges jutting out from the high table land, 
and dipping on both sides into the stream. 
Of these, the principal is the frowning 
promontory of Gougou, which, like a nat- 
ural fortress, abruptly terminates the 
Tudla Mariam plateau, extending to An- 
gollala in one uoiiiteiTupled terrace, cele- 
brated for the capsicums and fine cotton 
wool raised by its Christian population. 

From the bed of the Casam the road 
wound up the Choba ravine, through a 
fissure formed near the point of junction 
by two gigantic blocks of granite, which 
rise perpendicularly to a towering height 
on either side, and hem in the rugged de- 
file to a straightened pass of just sufficient 
width to permit the transit of a mule. 
The stupendous pass wore the appearance 
of having been hurled in remote ages from 
the summit of the impending cliff, the 
force of the concussion rending it in twain, 
and forming the key to. abroad, -which by a 
handful of resolute men raigfiM)8 defended 
against the mightiest host. Aff-ascent of 
one thousand feet over the Woteecha 
mountain, by a narrow path worn in the 
columnar trap, led to. another elevated pla- 
teau, where, after the arrival of the gov- 
ernor, the staff was set up for the night at 
the Moslem Tillage of vSeeagur, eleven 
miles from Dummakoo. 

The threshing-floor whereon the tent 
was erected, standing upon one of the, 
many tongues of table-land that intersect 
the district of Wolagiir, looked down 
long valley, bounded on the opposite side 
by the similarly perpendicular wall of Boor- 
kikee, upon the verge of which, surround- 
ed by a milk-bush hedge, rose the secluded 
church of St. George, the last Christian 
edifice of Mentshar. The sudden termi- 
nation of the terrace, which abruptly drops 
into the country of the Galla, commanded 
an extensive prospect over the wilderness 
of Taboo, bounded by the distant blue hills 
of the Gamoo and Aroosi. Rising among 
the Sama Galla, and' overflowing the level 
land in the season of its height, the Taboo, 
like most of the secondary streams in this 
district, is dissipated by the fiery heat of 
• the plains, and expends itself before reach- 
lag the Hawash* 


Double the number of retainers, both 
horse and foot, who actually appeared on 
the morrow, had been summoned ; but 
many preferred paying the fine incurred 
by absence, to accompanying their liege 
lord into jungles hitherto little trodden by 
the Christian. A respectable retinue was, 
however, in attendance ; and the party set 
out at an early hour for the lake Muttah-ara. 
A rugged winding descent, due south, led 
to the foot of the Wolagur range, whence 
an extensive grassy tract stretches away 
to Pantali, beautifully wooded, dotted over 
with flocks and herds, and disclosing in 
every direction the bee-hive cabins of the 
Karaiyo, a tribe equally rich in cattle and 
in pasture land. 

it is now fifteen years since an Amhara 
expedition, under the dech agafari, over- 
ran this then independent district from the 
highlands of Mentshar. The inhabitants, 
flying for shelter to their thick hook-thorn 
coverts, sustained little loss in killed ; but 
the whole of their wealth was swept away, 
and thirty thousand fat beeves were pre- 
sented to the monarch on the plains of 
Angollola, as an earnest of successful fo- 
ray. Sinde that period the Earaiyo have 
been nominally dependent on Shoa, paying 
an annual tribute of twenty oxen, and the 
left tooth of every elephant entrapped or 
found dead — a mild taxation with which 
they are sufficiently content to abstain 
from revolt, although the hold over tliem 
is too slight to admit of further impost-- 
the principal advantage derived from their 
submission being the interposition of a bar- 
rier against the inroads upon the Amhara 
frontier of the savage Aroosi. 

The Karaiyo territory, extending about 
forty miles in length by thirty in breadth, 
consists of a succession of open unculti- 
vated plains, covered with luxuriant shade, 
and intersected by low ranges of hills, 
rising in all the exuberance of turfy 
grass, dotted with spreading trees — alto- 
gether a highly enviable site for a small 
nomade tribe, althqugii much scourged by 
the neighboring Aroosi, and presenting the 
veiy theatre for a hasty inroad. Portions 
of the district often suffer much from 
drought ; but a most opportune fall of rain 
the preceding night had completely deluged 
the country, and poured into every pool 
along the route a plentiful supply of mud- 
dy water. 

Taking an easterly direction toward Fan- 
t£i, numerous well-peopled hamlets were 
passed, occupying all the secluded nooks, 
and as wealthy in flocks and herds as if 
the Amhara. besom had never swept the 
land. From constant exposure to the heat 
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and glare, and the habit of closing the eye- 1 
lid to increase the power ot vision, the 
swarthy features of even the youngest of 
the blinking inliabitants were deeply fur- 
rowed with premature wrinkles, which, 
■with a turn-up nose, rendered ' those who 
had numbered many seasons, truly hid- 
eous. 

In an easterly direction the course was 
bounded by the great isolated crater of Sa- 
boo, yawning in the very centre of a vvell- 
popuiated plain, and said to have been ^in 
Mi activity in the time of Sahela Selas- 
sie’s sTandsire, who reigned only thirty 
years ""ago; an assertion w-hich was fully 
borne oiit by the recent appearance of the 
lava streams. The long-horned oryx, with 
o-reat herds of antelope, grazed around eve- 
ry pool— -the latter little disturbed by the 
presence of those who tended the flocks 
of sheep and goats, and whose groups of 
circular wigwams peeped forth in every 
sequestered corner. 

An ancient crone of surpassing ugliness, 

attired in a leathern petticoat flounced with 

cowry shells, was busily engaged by tlie 
wayside in transferring muddy water to her 
scrip, and looking up, was perfectly horri- 
fied at the appearance of a white face on 
the opposite border of the puddle. For 
a few seconds her old teeth chattered 
audibly, and then, satisfied that there was 
no deception, she called loudly, upon the; 
o’oddess AMi, threw herself back upon 
the ground, and became a prey to abject 


too had seen a rhinoceros in the morning 
among the dense thicket of hook-thorns 
covering the declivity of a hill on the w^ay ; 
but although one of the governor’s braves, 
elevating his sheep-skin mantle upon the 
point of his lance, charged tlie assembled 
multitude in the king's name to abstain 
from clamor, and from interference with 


the arrangements made for beating up the 
, quarters of the oirnins;^ the clattering 


Resuming a southerly course from the 
foot of the crater, the path led > at right an- 
gles over a tract strangely rent, and riven, 
and jumbled together— high perpendicular 
walls of lava separating deep broken abyss- 
es, the form of each dark-heping billow 
being distinct in the rolling tide amid the 
brilliant belts of verdure by which it was 
streaked. Inkoftoo, the principal Karaiyo 
kraal in the district of Kadsclia Dima, rose 
suddenly to sight, when there were still 
many hours ot daylight. Standing beside 
an extensive pool, screened on all 
luxuriant trees, it was strongly fortified by 
stiff thorn branches against the inroads ot 
the lion ; formidable troops of which, roam- 
ino- almost njimolested, commit great havoc 
amono* the cattle, and had only the night 
before carried off a youth belonging to the 
village. / ,, V 

It wanted still some miles of the spot in 
which Habti Mariam had resolved to en- 
camp, near the borders of the Muttahara 
lake, whose placid surface, not less than 
two miles across, extended *almost to the 
base of the Fantali. The chief of Inkof- 


hoofs of the advancing cavalcade presently 
out.tha animal to flight toward the Hawash. 
it were difficult to determine whether 
the fear of the Aroosi or of wild beasts 
now predominated in the minds oi the Am- 
hara escort. In spite of a heavy fall of 
rain, larg’8 watch-fires were kindled in va- 
rious parts of tlie lone bivouac, and not a 
single eye was closed until the day had 
fairly dawned. 


CHAPTER CXX. 

THE AE.OOSI GrALLA. GREAT CRATER OF WIN- 
ZEGOOR. VOECANIC WELLS. WILDERNESS 
OF TABOO. 

Extensive morasses, environing the 
sedge-grown borders of the Muttahara wa- 
ter, proved it to be far below its wonted 
boundaries, and precluded all access to 
Fantali, .even had the timidity of the guides 
been sufficiently overcome to induce them 
to acquiesce in a visit ; but the non-exist- 
ence of any active volcano for more than 
thirty years was confirmed by ail. The 
Kobedemtoo and the Gobakoobee districts 
form the limit of his majesty’s Karaiyo pos- 
sessions within a few miles of the Hav,msh, 
and thither the cavalcade proceeded in the 
morning. Arriving near the mountain Sa-* 
deka, one of the outposts^ of the Aroosi, 
whence the wooded line of the river could 
be traced for miles through the naked plains, 
bearings were obtained to the conical peak 
of Serie, and other conspicuous landmarks. 
But the appearance of a small party of arm- 
ed savages in tlie distance, soon induced 
precipitate retreat on the part of the escort, 
who by no means relished the delay. A 
band of treacherous barbarians had only a 
few weeks previously made a descent upon 
the Karaiyo cattle, and after putting all 
the herdsmbn to the spear, were hurrying 
off with the booty, when they were pursued 
in force, and put to flight with the loss of 
twelve of their number. Another 
tory visit was daily anticipated; and the 
caution Was in every mouth, ** If two war- 
riors be perceived upon the same horse* 
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ask m questions, but shoot them without 

mercy.” ■■ ' 

Balicia Selassie has never yet attempted 
an expedition In person against these war- 
hawks, nestled in the lap of the moimtams, 
who fight stark naked, and are besmeared 
with lard from head to foot. Merciless, 
and of predatory habits, they are represent- 
ed as extremely po werful in battle, and are 
the terror of every surrounding tribe — ^two 
warriors usually bestriding the same steed, 
and aiding each other with barbed lances 
Jagged like the teeth of a saw, and with 
bucklers manufactured in relief, to imitate 
the shell of the tortoise. Subsisting en- 
tirely by plunder, the cultivation of their 
high cold hills is but little attended to ; , 
salt, which forms the principal article of 
barter with G urague, and other inland bor- 
dering countries, being obtainable in un- 
limited quantities from the lake Laghi, two 
days’ journey from Ssrie, one of the prin- 
cipal market, towns. Noora Hoossain is 
the capital of the Aroosi Gaila, who are all 
followers of the prophet; and the principal 
towns of their adjacent neighbors thejittoo, 
a race of mixed Mohammadans and Pagans, 
are Chercha and Metokoma. 

The rhinoceros was said to abound in 
the Karaiyo neighborhood ; but Habti Ma- 
riam would consent to no further sojourn 
on this dangerous border with so limited an 
escort, and at noon retraced his steps to the 
village of Inkoftoo. Here all the braves 
and principal men of the tribe were gath- 
ered to recount for the royal edification, by 
retail, their recent exploits with the preda- 
tory Aroosi, as well as the particulars at- 
tending the slaughter of an elephant calf 
that had fallen under their united knees a 
few weeks previously. A single spear 
wound in a tender part having stupefied the 
beast, hundreds of warriors rushed in and 
overwhelmed it. Every participator in this 
notable achievement, which is one of ex- 
tremely rare occurrence, now wore his gar- 
ments saturated with gore and fat, and dis- 
played on his person some distinguishing 
ornament or feather; while the doughty 
hero who claimed first blood, strutted about 
under a perfect load of sable and green 
" plumes, brass chains, and massive ivory 
- armlets, precisely similar to those worn by 
the ancient Egyptians . Not quite Satisfied 
• m to the object of the visit, the Karaiyo had 
collected the whole of their great droves ■ 
of cattle in the precincts of the hamlet 
Among^ them were many splendid saiiga^ 
witb. wide-spreading horns upward of six 
" feet in length ; under which preposterous 
” they moved as majestically as the stag 

- of his twelve tyaes.*^ ' 


A heavy storm of dust o'bscured the en- 
tire'face 'of dlie landscape , in the direction 
ofSaboo; amving near to which, a path 
struck oft'to the westward to the encamping 
ground on the side , of the Kozi mountain, 
above a snug Karaiyo hamlet, whence pro- 
visions were obtained., . The Amhara fol- 
lowers, although still restricted by the fast 
of Hodadij'frorn partieipatioii in animal food, 
were fain to incase their naked and blister- 
ed feet, in portions of the 'hide of an ox 
slaughtered for the. . entertainment of , the 
more fortunate Mohammadans ; the fields 
of lava lately traversed, , like the “ iron 

■ stones'” celebrated in the travels of the 
Jesuit fathers of old, being. like the dross 
that cometh from the furnace, and so sharp: 
pointed' .withal, that they spoiled a piair of 
new shoes in a day.” 

: ■ 'The next object was to visit the far-famed 
' volcanic well of Boorchutta, on the fron.tier 
of Mentshar, bordering on the wilderness 
of Taboo, which was to limit the wander- 
ings Qf the party. Shortly after gaining 
the summit of the Kozi mountain, the road 
wound along the very brink of the gaping 
crater of WinZegoor, from whose monstrous 
chasm the entire adjacent country has been 
recently overflow^ed. Extending two miles 
in length by one and a half in breadth, it is 
environed by perpendicular walls towering 
from six to eight hundred feet, two. gorges 
' to the east and southeast having afforded , 
an outlet to the boiling deluge. The area 
of the ■whole basin affords ocpnisional. 
glimpses of jet black through belts of the 
most brilliant verdure ; and two bare trun- 
cated cones, thrown up during an eruption 
some thirty years previomdy, Inning poured 
a serpentine stream high over the sur- 
rounding jungles, remain dark and cindery 
as on the day when they were vomited by 
the pillared flame from the bowels of the 
great abyss. 

Three miles beyond Wlnzegoor, ihe cav- 
alcade was halted preparatory to the pass- 

■ age of a dangerous defile, said to teem "witli 
the execrated Aroosi hordes,, and to .form 
their favorite ambuscade. A council of war 
was held. The troops being formed into a 
dense body, a wobo was appointed to pre- 
vent straggling, and to command the rear- 
guard. Scouts proceeded in advance to 
reconnoitre, and the strictest silence hav- 
ing been enjoined, the order was for once 
obeyed. Dismounted men and grazing 
horses descried on the impending heights 
of Boobisa, soon caused dire alarm ; and 
consternation reached the climax when, on 
gaining the gorge of the hills overlooldng 
the wilderness of Taboo, the scouts ran in 
breathless with ■inteiligence- that a large 
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body of cavalry occupied a rising gromid i smooth, aiid DOt a breath stirred within the 
not two miles trom the van. The jingling deep suffocating crater, where the fall of a 
hells around the necks of the mules having pin^ produced , an echo like that of a whis- 
heen muffled, the party, drawn up in battle pering gallery. Black martins wheeled 
array, advanced with the utmost caution, over.the surface— pigeons cooed amid the 
until the gleaming of the white garments clefts and ' .cranaies— and hairy baboons 
■and crossH^mblazonecl shields of the fancied grimaced and chattered on the impending 
ibes proved them to be none other than the cliffs,., from which trailed ten .tliousaod 
Mentsliar detachment of horse under Ayto fantastic roots, laid bare by the torrent tliat 
Nigdoo, who had been expressly called out .pours .into the well during the rains from 
•to reinforce the^Amliara in event of the the ravine' above — at -some very remote 
Aroosi being abroad on a, .foray. period evidently a continuation of the chan- 

Haviiig joined' the. allies, "who 'had in nel below,; but. severed from it by violent 
the Ir turn been equally disconcerted at the' volcanic .agency.. . . ' ' .. . 
appearance of the forces of Habti Mariam, ■ ..There, being .no other 'Water for many 
the party proceeded to cross the valley of miles around this reservoir, ^ it forms the 
Jic'gra. Mulkiiiia, “ the place where the resort of all the numerous wild animals in 
guinea fowls feed?’ This fine level plains the neighborhood ; and the narrow passage 
hemmed in by high hilis, presented a per- bore ample testimony to the nocturnal 
feet garden of wild flowers blossoming visits of the elephant and rhinoceros. The 
amid a most luxuriant second crop of grass, inhabitants of all the adjacent hanflets de- 
the result of a late coniiagratioii. Many rive their supply hence, also by night — the 
hundreds of the wliite-rumpsd r/dion* brow- Aroosi frequently lying in ambush to cut 
sed on it undisturbed, and the pintado and off parties who venture down during the 
the partridge seemed to he without end. day. Boorchutta is, in fact, the arena of 
A belt of dog-rose bushes, camel-thorns, constant bloody conflicts ; and not a month 
and a highly aromatic undergrowth which had elapsed since the ruthless barbarians 
bordered the base of the range styled Jiij- slaughtered thirty -three Moslems whom 
Juba Kulla, harbored a small herd of ele- they caught at the water, three of their 
phaiits, and they were soon perceived lux- ' own number only lulling in the skirmish, 
xiriating among the young juicy reads. Bowers of green boughs were constructed 
But the retinue contrived as usual to put for the accommodation of the two govern- 
the whole to flight ; and under a furious ors ; and the whole of the retainers, stand- 
thundor-storin, which in ten minutes cov- ing to their arms with loins girt, danced 
ered the whole plain with pools of water, and sang throughout the night around 
the cavalcade, drenched to the skin, ar- blazing watch-fires-— great masses of light 
rived at a late hour on the skirts of the which were thrown into the shadowy 
Boorchutta water, where the night was to abyss, and over the glittering spear-biades 
be passed. . • of the warriors, imparting the wildest ef* 

This singular well, which wears the feet to the scene of sao.guinar}’' deeds, 
semblance of the crater of a gigantic mine, The night passed^ without any alarm, 
is situated in the bosom of the almost per- whether from assassin or wild beast ; and 
pendiciilar moimtain of Jujjiiba Kuila. in order to complete the tour of the eastern 
One narrow path, of barely sutficient width frontier, an excursion was made at early 
for the"' bulk of an elephant, leads to the dawn through the wilderness, of Taboo to 
water’s edge, through the termination of a the Bosut hills*, the flowery meadows, 
deep narrow gully with inaccessible banks, shady groves, and rich uncultivated valleys 
Enormous blocks and boulders of coal- which intervene, being tenanted by the 
black rock, which choke this channel for Gainoo Gaila, a pastoral tribe, beyond 
the last hundred yards, seem to have been whom are the rebel Loomi.^ On terms of 
canted out of the bowels of the earth by friendship with Sahela Selassie, and even 
subterranean convulsion, and form a sort acknowledging a sort of nominal allegiance 
of revetment to the front of the circular to Shoa, it wa,s not anticipated that the 
pool, which measures sixty feet in diam- appearance of the Amhara would have^ 
eter, and gave “no bottom.” Behind, a caused alarm j but believing the party oi 
gray broken wall rises perpendicularly five hundred horse and^ loot to denote an 
from the basin to the height of two hun- irruption of the Aroosi, the cattle were 
•dred feet, crossed by vermilion bands of driven off with all expedition to the sum- 
lava, honeycombed with a thousand cavi- mits of the fastnesses, and every village be- 
lies and fissures, and overgrown in parts ing vacated in an instant, thoir inhabitants 
with the most brilliant vegetation. The were to be seen clustering on the ina,cces- 
Btiil, brimstone-colored, waters were' glassy sibie heights in momentary expectation m 
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attack, Kotbiug* could exceed the luxu- 
riance of the shady forests of Taboo, which 
bore evidences throughout of the presence 
of the giants among mammalia, and abound- 
ed in the piebald oryx, the agazin, the 
Iiartebeest, and the miiorr—clamorous 
troops of guinea-fowl, which covered every 
open glade, completing the contrast to the 
silent regions of Shoa, so utterly destitute 
of animal life. 

In accordance with the impatient en- 
treaties of the governor, the party set out 
on its return early in the afternoon, and 
before sunset arrived at the village of 
Adelada, occupying the summit of a steep 
saddle-backed hill, and under the control 
of Ayto Nigdoo. Near it is the well of 
Wulawula, which, although smaller, is not 
very dissimilar from that of Boorchutta, a 
sleepy, funnel-shaped hollow, owing its 
existence to igneous agency. Crossing 
the Koorkurn, the Gubraiyo Sagur, and 
the Cosso rivulets, which are severally 
dissipated in the plain of the Karaiyo, the 
ascent to Wolagur was regained, and the 
embassy returned the following da,y to 
Dummakoo, laden with numerous Valuable 
accessions to natural history, and in pos- 
session of every information to be acquired 
relative to this interesting but unsettled 
border. 

Of all the natural boundaries that are 
able to separate effectually contiguous 
countries of the main land, such a line 
both of old and new witnesses to the tur- 
bulent power of the subterranean element 
as had now been traced along the entire 
eastern frontier of 'Shoa, may safely be 
pronounced that best adapted to bring for- 
cibly to the minds of the divided nations, 
that limits are placed by the Almighty to 
the aspirations of aggrandizement. The 
Abyssinian Caucasus rises dike a bulwark 
out of the ocean-like expanse of the Adel 
plain — -and an ascent of a few hours will 
depress the mercury in the thermometer 
more than sixty degrees. Partaking of the 
very extremes in the physical constitution 
both of soil and atmosphere, the regions 
above require a race distinct from those 
below, and they are distinct as though di- 
vided by a broad intervening sea. Am- 
bition sometimes leads either the one or 
the other beyond the limit , set, but a short 
and direful experience of the forbidden 
ground never fails to prove the untenable 
nature of the conquest. The uncompro^ 
mising traveller, and the rover who deals 
in his fellow-men, alone thread their soli- 
itary journey through the , neutral district. 
Its treacherous surface is .clothed here with 
exuberant vegetation, yielding but to the 


bulk of the elephant, the buffalo, and the 
rhinoceros — there it exhibits iron-bound 
lava, which younger days saw vomited 
forth out of the yawning cleft to over- 
whelm the circumjacent land ; and while 
some of the latter now, collect within the 
recesses- of their 'dark chasms the fluids of 
the atmosphere to .refresh the giant ten- 
ants of .the' wdiderness, othe.rs pour from 
their fervid bosoms salutary fountains to 
alleviate the sufferings of the human race. 
But the memory of the living generation 
records that revolutions have not ceased. 
Existing craters still resume at long in- 
tervals their old work of devastation ; and 
violent earthquakes now and then shake 
the country to the very base of the adaman- 
tine rampart which has been reared by the 
arm of Omnipotence in the heart of heath- 
en Africa, around the alpine abode of one 
million Christians. 


CPIAPTER' CXXI. 

THE KINGDOM' OF S.HOA. 

Although not at the present day that 
terrestrial paradise pictured by jesuitical 
fancy, and although the majestic fabrics, 
the pillars of porphyry, and the Corinthian 
domes of early writers now exist only in 
the tradition, Ethiopia yet retains the fresh 
vegetation of a northern soil, the vivifying 
ardor of a tropical sun, and the cloudless 
azure of a southern sky. Palaces and 
fanes, gardens and gushing fountains, have 
long since departed with Prester John and 
his ancient glories; but there still remains 
a fertile country possessing vast capabili- 
ties, a salubrious and delightful climate, 
and a race of beings whose existence un- 
der absolute and complete despotism, pre- 
sents a striking contrast to that of the idle 
and improvident Adaiel, whose pride and 
whose boast it is to be the free citizens of 
independent tribes. 

Whatever Abyssinia may once have 
been, it is not to be expected that she 
should, under a great lapse of time, again 
take place among those countries which 
are peculiarly happy, opulent, or abundant. 
All her prevailing customs and practices 
are utterly at variance with existing laws 
for the creation, consumption, and distri- 
bution of wealth. A heavy taxation is 
levied on the produce of the field. Mo- 
nastic and clerical establishments are fos- 
tered to the ruin of the people. The venal 
judges are paid by fees on the suits which 
they decide ; and popular superstition and 
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impostuie possess the royal sanction for ' 
abuse. ^ Nothing of aught that might be 
useful is ever taken into consideration. 
Here are no roads or bridges to facilitate ' 
traffic— no schools for' the instruction of ■ 
the rising generation. ^ The improvements | 
of life, although somewhat advanced, have i 
stopped at the satisfying point | 

'" ‘• of barren, bare necessity. 

and fear and prejudice unite to deter the 
inhabitants from visiting foreign climes, 
whereby to enlighten their ignorant minds 
by modern inventions, or to improve their 
benighted country by a transfer of discov- 
eries in science. ^ 

But although thus destitute' of comfort 
even in their highest enjoyments, the peo- i 
pie are yet considerably emerged from that | 
state of society which is denominated bar - 1 
barian. Far elevated above the hunting I 
or nomade savage, by the ability to domes-, 
ticate and bring under subjection the in- 
ferior creation, they practice a species of 
agriculture which the fertility of the soil 
has heretofore blessed with an abundant 
return. Throughout the kingdom the eye 
is greeted by extensive cultivation; and 
the art of husbandry in Shoa has far eclip- 
sea tne advances made by any nation 
hitherto visited on the western coast. 

Under certain despotic conditions, pri- 
vate property in the land is everywhere 
.sanctioned and established. There are 
few forests or wastes, excepting those 
impracticable for pasture or cultivation. 
Farm-steadings and dwelling-houses re- 
pose secure from predatory bands or hos- 
tile neighbors, to embellish the aspect of 
the landscape; and although thickly in- 
habited, the country is unburdened by any 
overpopulation. 

Possessed of a fertile soil and of favora- 
ble seasons, a sufficient abundance is pro- 
duced for^ the mere maintenance of life 
without its luxuries. The processes of 
preparing the ground are somewhat com- 
plex. The plough is in use to the exclu- 
sion of the African hoe, and considerable 
industry is evinced in collecting and dis- 
tributing the waters for artificial irrigation. 
The science of husbandry is nevertheless 
little understood ; the implements of cul- 
*ture are few, and all of the rudest construc- 
tion ; the various modes of assisting nature 
are entirely unknown ; due advantage is 
not taken of the capabilities of the coun- 
try ; and unless some civilized power in- 
terferes for good, a great length of time 
must necessarily elapse before the habits 
and ..prejudices of the uncultivated nation 
can Be overcome for its own advantage. 


Situated in the middle of the torrid zone, 
and composed of groups and ranges of 
lofty mountains overlooking wide plains 
and deep valleys, equally under the intio- 
ence of the tropical rains, the climate at 
different elevations is one of the most va- 
ried description. The high table land, 
which is clothed with moderate vegetation, 
destitute of wood, and freely ventilated, is 
at ail times cool and healthy, and often ex- 
tremely cold. Here there is no winter, 

“ such as whan birds die 
In the deep forest, and the fishes lie 
Stiflened in the translucent ice 

neither does the sun blaze in malignant 
light on the head of the cultivator, nor do 
burning blasts unseasonably wither the 
crops. The coolness of the mountain 
breeze is pleasant and refreshing, and the 
timely cessation of the rain allows a health*, 
ful rest to vegetation, while its periodical 
return soon produces the wonted display 
of young shoots and budding flowers. 

The low wooded valleys, on the other 
hand, are close, unwholesome, and insuf- 
ferably hot. During the cold season the 
thermometer on the summit of the range 
stands at about 30°, a thin coating of ice 
covers the pools, and the country is white 
under a. mantle of hoar frost. Below, the 
quicksilver mounts to 90°, and the total 
absence of breeze renders the heat still 
more oppressive. At the termination of 
the rains, fever, with all her attendant 
horrors, spreads her pestilential wings 
over the most beautiful locations ; and 
during the month of September even the 
wild birds for a time forsake the poisoned 
atmosphere, to seek the more congenial 
breezes of the upper regions. 

The amazing fertility of the vales is be- 
yond all conception. Every species of 
crop attains the most gigantic proportions. 
The rich soil and the nurturing shelter, the 
abundant supply of water, and the ardent' 
rays of the sun, all combine to crown the 
hopes of the husbandman ; and these situ- 
ations would have stood prominent as per- 
fect in the creation, had nature blessed 
them with a climate corresponding in char- 
acter to their lovely appearance. But like 
the apples of the asphaltus, the inviting 
beauty of the exterior forms but a gos- 
samer covering to the seeds of death 
which lurk within. 

. Ascending, the vegetation on the moun- 
tain-side is somewhat inferior in luxuri- 
ance—-a fact that may be accounted for by 
the angle at which the sun’s rays meet the 
ground, their power of imparting heat Vary- 
ing in proportion thereto. As the eastern 
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face of the range rises almost perpendicu- ; 
larly? it can. only during half the day re- 
ceive the rays at all ; and for many hours 
in the warmest part of the afternoon, the . 
surface is entirely obscured in shadow. 

On the elevated plateaux, a succession 
of gentle undulations of pasture and arable 
land, intersected by green meadows, and 
hare-banked rivulets, rise in endless con- 
tinuation to the view, undisturbed by a 
solitary tree. Villages and farm, houses 
proclaim a country which has long enjoyed 
the blessings of peace. The craggy 
mountains rfse in magnificent ranges from 
the centre, divided each by a thousand 
chasms, in whose depths rim clear gush- 
ing fills. Tangled bushes, and evergreen 
shrubs diversify the cliffs, .many of which 
are covered with magnificent woods. In 
every nook and “ coigue of Vantage ‘’ are 
to he seen and scented the myrtle, the 
.eglantine, and the jasmine. The inter- 
vening slopes, which form the most de- 
sirable sites of ; residence, are clothed in, 
luxuriant crops, and in herbage fed by the 
„ oozing streams from above ; and at the 
foot of the range repose the rich ^and 
smiling valleys, hid in all -the luxuriance 
of tropical ibliage, from the gigantic syca- 
.more, beloved of the heathen Galla, and 
measuring upward of forty feet in circum- 
ference, to the light and elegant acacia, 
which distils the muchrprized gum. 

On the table-land the best soil is found 
on the sheltered hill-side, of a rich brown 
color, and along the river bank ' where 
there is a loamy alluvial deposit. Black 
.earth is occasionally ' met with on .the 
mountains, where it may probably have 
origimited in the decomposition of those 
forests to which tradition gives existence 
in ancient days, but of wiiieh no other 
vestige now remains. In the valleys, those 
. which form the governments of Giddem 
and Geshe especially, the richest black 
soil prevails throughout and blessed with 
an abundant supply of rain, and with a 
hmiid genial climate, tliey present one un- 

- broken scene of the "most luxuriant culti- 
vation of ail the crops known in Abys- 

- sinia, while the soil on the surrounding 
mountain-side, light, loose, and gravelly, 
is well adapted for the growth of coffee 

-and tea, 

Abyssinia is happy in a most, copious 
supply of water, the gates of heaven being 
opened twice during the year to the flood- 
ing of every river and streamlet, and tofhe 
complete soaking of the earth. The “rain 
.iOf .bounty commences ■ in , February, and 
-tots for thirty days, md the “ rain of cov- 
-getting In ‘befe-the-femmation-of 


June, pours down with extreme violence 
throughout July, August, and September 
— at w^hich period is produced that never- 
failing Increase of the Nile to which Egypt 
is also, indebted for her fertility. lonnedi- 
ately after these down-pourings, nature, 
who had remained bound npintJiO preced- 
ing drought, bursts forth into a thousand , 
interesting forms. Pastures and meadows- 
are clothed in cheering green ; the hills 
•and dales are adorned with myriads of 
beaiitiftd and . sweet-scented flow^ers,. and 
the skies of the mourstain ranges become 
one sheet of the most Jiixuriont cultivation 

Long after the suppi of water has been 
drained from the skies, a lieavy dew falls 
during the night; mid mider its vivifying 
influence the p.lants continue to shoot ibrth 
witii amazing luxuriance, refreshed alike 
by the pure coolness of tlie morning breeze, 
and strengthened by the stroiig lieat of the 
mid-day sun. 'By the provident husband- 
man two crops are every year garnered in 
from the fat land, without its being impov- 
erished and while the ripe com'ls being 
reaped in one field, the seed is but just de- 
posited in the next The 'cattle 

are employed in plouf^^'up the fertile 
soil of one estate, wlil»‘Tn the next the 
muzzled ox is tramp'! ing out its recently 
yielded treasures ; and all the various op- ; 
■ erations of husbandry, from the breaking 
up of the ground to the final winnowing of 
the com, may be simultaneously witnessed ; 
on one and the same farm. 

“Ilio ver (issiduum, atfiue ulio^’is mensibn.^ ff-stas, 

Bis gravidiy pecudes, bis -0011115 uliUs arbor.’* 

Forty-three species of grain and other 
useful products a.re already cultivated in 
.Abyssinia. .T5eside.‘=! supplying the imme- 
diate wants of the working classes, and 
those of a herd of (.*.)erical drones who de- 
vour the fruits of their honest labor, there 
is still a conskierable surplu.s, Lhicli is bar- 
tered to the lazy Adafiel for the, produce of 
his salt lake— a field that without plough- 
ing or sowing yields up her inestimable 
crop. But if only a small portion nf Euro- 
pean knowledge were to be instilled into 
the mind of the Christian cultivator, the 
kingdom of Shoa, possessed of such un- 
bounded natural advantages, might be rap- 
idly raised from its present primitive con- 
dition, and made one inexhaustible granary 
for ail the best fruits of the earth. 

. ■M’atoxa beatis 

Omnibw a«e dadit, si qais csognoverit'iiti.” 


FASSION WEEK- 

CHAPTEE. CXXII. 

. tEBMIHATIQN of Tm fast of lskx. ■ 
Immediately upon tlie retuiB^oi the 
British einhassy' from the eastern, frontier, 
the ' king sent throngli 'his confide ntiai page , 
a message congratulatory on the recent 
success against the much-dreaded buiFalo, 
and desired to receive a visit early the en- 
sning morniog. ’ In accordance with the 
etiqitette invariably observed after a long 
absence, pleasing things ” were laid on 
the royal footstool, together with the tro- 
phies of the chase, and his majesty listened 
with great interest to a detail of adventures 
among his Adel subjects. On returning 
'thanks for the injunctions issued to the 
Governor of Bern lit and his subordinates, 
and extolling the liberality which had dic- 
tated permission to visit a portion ot the 
realm hitherto imviewed by Europeans, the 
most friendly assurances were repeated, 
that he could not suffer his children to, 
depart until they should have viewed the 
entire of his' domiiiions.’fr 

His majesty meanwhile remained seated 
on a hassock before the fire, under circum- 
stances of relaxa,tion from state rarely wit- 
nessed within the palace walls. Akodd-' 
mas, or silver coronets, with chain pendants, 
of the model worn by himself on occasions 
of triumph, and conferred as the last honor 
upon those who distinguish themselves in 
war or in the chase, were shortly produced, 
and with massive silver bracelets, delivered 
with a complimentary speech upon the is- 
sue of the expedition : “ You have slain 
elephants and buffaloes, and are powerful 
in arms against the wild beasts of w'hich 
my people are afraid,” concluded tne des- 
' pot ‘® You have overwhelmed me with 
' rifles and other delightful Inventions from 
■ the cduntrles 'beyond the great sea, and 
must receine at my hands tliose things 
'■ which my' kingdom produces, in order that 
they may be worn on 'all proper occasibiis. 
you are my brothers.” ■ 

Striped cotton robes of Abyssinian man u- 

■ lacture followed ; and three, horses with 
plated silver bridles were subsequently pre- 
f . seiited, which, although like other' .royal 
" '■ gifts, .in' Shoa, of ridiculously inferior quali- 
^ 'ty, were valuable as tokens of favor that 
. are lavished upon thos.e alone who ^ enjoy 
the most exalted place in his majesty’s 
■' "' estimation. They did 'not' fail to produce 
the desired efiect upon popular opinion ; 
and sycophants, who had before tapd the 
Gyptzis with an intention to -seize " the 
thinne-^to extinguish - the race of Solomon, 
^ and to bring a nurse' upon the land by the 
atrocious process ;of burning 'the royal 
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bread— -now found it convenient to alter 
their sentiments, and to confer upon the 
foreign guests the ennobling, but not very 
enviS)le, appellation of the king’s bro- 
thers,” 

The tedious fast of Hodadi, which for 
forty days had been observed in commem- 
oration of Eent by every individual of the 
population whose age exceeded tbirteen 
years, was now to terminate. During three 
days the priests had neither eaten bread 
nor drunk water, but had remained in the 
churches' singing and praying incessantly 
both day and night until Easter even, when 
the embassy were invited to the palace 
to witness their celebration of the royal 
victories,, held according to immemorial 
custom during Passion Week. Saheia 
Selassie was clad in the plainest of 
ments ; and although much enfeebled and 
emaciated by rigorous mortification, and 
especially by total abstinence from food and 
water, observed in accordance with the 
practice of the primitive church, since the 
preceding Good Friday, he appeared in high 
spirits at the prospect of speedy release 
from the irksome penance imposed. 

On this joyful occasion offerings are in- 
vaTiably made to the throne ; and every 
individual of the crowd present, whether 
great or small, advancing in turn, contri- 
buted a mite according to his means — the 
wealthier bringing cotton cloths, and the 
more indigent, logs of wood, earthen jars, 
or stones of a description fitted for build- 
ing. Bands of warriors next entered the 
carpeted court-yard, howling the war-cho- 
rus ; and after the lapse of a lew seconds, 
the gigantic Tunkaiye, who had earned 
laurels and been se verely wounded during 
a Tecent foray against the Gentiles, dashed 
into the arena on horseback. Bicbly at- 
tired, bedizened with feathers, sareiis, and 
silver decorations, and escorted by a troop 
of fifty mounted retainers, he galloped up 
and down recounting his valorous exploits, 
and, pointing to the scars earned in the 
service of his royal master, shouted deli- 

ance to the enemies of the state. 

Eitrhty turbaned priests in solemn pro- 
cession next entered tlie court, clad in sa- 
cerdotal vestments. Led by the g'reat em- 
broidered umbrellas of the church dedicated 
to St. George, they filed slowly into the 

space vacated by the warriors, the holy 
ark being supported by antique Egyptian 
figures, robed in long musty-looking ha- 
biliments of checkered hues, crowned 
with heavy mitres, and bearing m their 
hands rods of green rushes, bronze oeiis, 
crosses, and' censers-of burning incense, 
with an image, 'of the madonna and a era- 



* India is known to the Abvssipians as the loai of 
St. Thomas. ' 
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cifix ; for although hating the papist with 
all their hearts the Abyssinians neverthe- 
less cherish many of the superstitions and 
buffooneries of the church of Rome. 

Having formed a semicircle before the 
throne, the priests, although much ex- 
hausted by their long abstinence, contin- 
ued during half an hour to dance and 
eliant the words of the Apostle Paul in his 
Epistle to the Romans, “ Christ was de- 
livered for our ofiences, and was raised 
again for our justification.’’ A portion of 
the Dominical orison followed. Their 
united harsh voices were accompanied by 
the music of tambourines and ' kettle- 
drums, thumped with excessive violence, 
and by the jingle of the isiiasin, the Abys- 
sinian timbrel. This is the sisiru7n, an 
instrument supposed to be included under 
the Hebrew term t%it%elem^ and being com- 
posed of a frame and movable bars of so- 
norous metal, it produces sounds which 
can best be compared to the rattle of the 
poker upon the tongs. 

Seven long years are passed in the ac- 
quisition of the accomplishments display- 
ed, which owe their invention to Saint 
Gareed, an aboon under the Emperor 
Guebra Maskal,* and the reputed inventor 
of church music in all its various branch- 
es. The constant practice of many hours 
during each day might not unreasonably 
be expected to lead to greater perfection 
than is displayed. From four in the morn- 
ing until nine, in every church in the 
kingdom, a similar clatter and noise, is 
maintained, for the honor of the Christ- 
ian religion, n,ot only on the Sabbath, 
but on all the numerous holy days and fes- 
tivals throughout the twelve months. 
Howling and screaming are the most ap- 
propriate terms by wii^ch to express the 
hoarse muster of cracked and iii-modula- 
ted voices j and the band of stout priests 
who by their song nightly preserve the 
royal person from the influence of evil 
demons, must be acknowledged to have 
selected a right cunning stratagem to de- 
ter the approach of those spirits at least, 
that are gifted with any musical taste. 

The rehearsal of the praises and mar- 
tial achievements of the reigning sove- 
reign occupied another half hour, during 
which the dancing was even more bois- 
terous .than ever. Taking their seats be- 
fore the throne, the priests of St. George, 
fairly worn out by their exertions, at length 
made way for those of ‘‘ our Lady,” who, 
after the enaction of similar absurdities, 
were followed in succession by those of 

* i. e. “ Servant of the Cross. 


Medhanalem, Aferbeine, and St. Michael 
the latter distinguished by the massive 
embossed silver umbrella. As the united 
body rent the 3«r with renewed encomiums 
on the royal prowess in arms, delivered to 
them line by ime by one of the alakas, 
his majesty put a series of interrogatories 
to his guests, as to whether similar cere- 
monies were performed before the sove- 
reigns of Egypt during the holy institution 
of Lent whether the Coptic priesthood 
there were not less elegantly habited than 
the Abyssinian dignitaries present !■— and 
whether the Ethiopie fasts were observed 
in St. Thomas’s town*' or in any other 
part of the Christian world ? At the com- 
mencement of Kenona^ the three last days 
of Lent, he had sent a message to the 
effect that “ the people would eat nothing 
for forty hours, but that, knowing the 
Gyptzis did not keep strong fast, he had 
commanded the purveyor-general to send 
the usual daily supplies of bread and hy- 
dromel to the residency.” 

The edifying conversation was however 
suddenly interrupted by the cessation of 
the priestly voices. Rising and standing 
on the throne, the monarch now received ^ 
in succession, at the hands of the dwarf 
father-confessor, the carved croziers of 
brass or silver, belonging to the numerous 
functionaries of the five churches, many 
hundreds in number ; and with exemplary 
devoutness he raised ail in torn to his lips. 
With each sacred symbol of the season, was 
handed a rod of green rushes, and every 
person present followed the royal example, 
by wreathing a fillet about his brows, to be 
worn during the residue of the day. Lar- 
gesses, with new silver crosses, wmre then 
presented to the several alakas, who were 
invested with striped cotton robes, and 
charged with alms for distribution to the 
poor. , : ^ 

During this tedious process, whereof 
the king seemed no less heartily weai*y 
than were his guests, Tekla Mariam, the 
state scrivener, had been carefully ex- 
tracting from an endies succession of en- 
velopes and dirty cotton bags and wrap- 
pers, something which he appeared equally 
desirous to conceal and to disclose. Draw- 
ing one of the party mysteriously into a , 
dark corner, he partially revealed a rudely- 
carved block of wood, presenting nothing 
very remarkable in its appearance, but 
evidently much prized by the possessor. 

“ You will have perceived,” whispered the 
learned man in a scarcely audible voice — 



EASTER MORNING— HIGH TESTWAIi. 


yoti will doubtless '. have ■ perceived that i 
this is a fac-simile of the table of the law ! 
delivered to Moses on ■ the ■ Mount. ■ It re- 
quires nothing but the Ten Command- 
ments ; and with these I have no question 
that you. will be able to furnish me with 
a copy in the unknown tongue.*’^ 

Oxen, assembled for consumption in the 
city on the termination of the great fast, 
completely choked the road down from the 
palace. 5f five hundred head bro-ught to- 
gether with this munificent design, there 
was not one that appeared to possess p- 
other hour of natural existence, all being 
alike meagre, diseased, and so horribly 
emaciated as to recall vividly to mind the 
aged pensioners of a Hindoo cattle asylum 
in the East." Many had actually died since 
their arrival within the inclosure, and it 
appeared wonderful whence so many sick- 
objects had been collected. Yet the libe- 
rality of the monarch was vaunted and 
extolled by all who were to share it; and 
it was unanimously declared that the fault 
rested solely with the public officers who 
had been intrusted with the royal com- 
mands. 

His majesty, who during Passion Week 
had been very regular in his vigils and. 
attendance at divine service, passed the 
greater part of the night in St. Michael’s 
church, and on the first crowing of the 
cock on Easter morning broke his long 
last. The feasting now became general. 
The five hundred oxen having been slaugh- 
tered, were devoured raw in the various 
quarters of the city, the streets whereof 
ran red with blood ; and, whether in eating 
or in drinking, every inhabitant appeared 
exerting himself to the utmost to make up 
as expeditiously as possible for the weary 
restraint that had been imposed on his ap- 
petite. Numbers were soon to be seen 
ranging the streets in brutal intoxication; 
while the court buffoon, at the head of a 
party of drunken fiddlers, made his way to 
the dwelling of every principal person, and 
recited his praises in a series of extempo- 
raneous couplets. 

According to immemorial custom, two 
state prisohers were liberated from Goncho 
on the occasion of these festivities— -the 
royal clemency not^ however, extending to 
any of the hapless and unoffending mem- 
bers of the blood royal, who have shared 
' the dungeon from infancy. During one 
week a public table is kept by the viceroy, 
to which ail the town’s people of every 
grade resorting, drunken brawls and bro- 
ken heads are diurnal occurrences. Oxen, 
bread, and mead were liberally supplied, 
by the royal command, to the long train 


of worthless menials at the residency; and 
in such high good humor were the priest- 
hood, tdiat, forgetting all their former mal- 
edictions and denunciations, they were 
pleased to ascribe a recent heavy fall of 
rain, which had proved highly beneficial 
to the husbandman, solely to the agency 
of “ the king’s strong strangers.” 


CHAPTER CXXIII. 

FESTIVITIES OF EASTER. 

Easter-day, instead of being celebrated 
on the S unday Mo wing the first full moon 
after the vernal equinox, is in Abyssinia 
kept one lunation later. On its recurrence, 
the embassy received a special invitation 
to the annual public banquet held in the 
palace ; and ascending the hill in full uni- 
form, were preceded by the capering leader 
of the royal band. “ Let me sing— I will 
sing,” he exclaimed, as the attendants 
would have restrained his antics ; “ why 
should not the father of song dance before 
the fathers of gold?” Tents had been 
erected in the court-yard, and a separate 
repast provided for the foreign guests. 
Counfless crowds, decked out in their gay- 
est apparel, filled every avenue and incio- 
sure ; and long files of slaves, with jars, 
baskets, and trenchers, hurrying to and 
fro from the kitchens and magazines, pro- 
claimed the extensive nature of the prepa- 
rations making for the regal entertainment. 

At eight o’clock the doors of the great 
hail were thrown open, and a burst of wild 
music from the royal band ushered in the 
company to a spacious barn-like apartment, 
the dingy aspect of which formed a striking 
contrast to the galaxy of light that illu- 
mines regal hospitality in Europe . Hold- 
ing high festival to the entire adult popu- 
lation of the metropolis, who for six weeks 
past had subsisted on cow-kail and stinging 
nettles, the king reclined in state within a 
raised alcove, furnished with the w^onted 
velvet cushions and tapestries, and loaded 
with silver ornaments — ^the abridgement 
of ancient Ethiopic magnificence. Priests, 
noWes, warriors, baalomaals, and pages 
stood around the throne, which was flank- 
ed by a long line of attendants, bearing ^ 
straight silver falchions of antique Roman 
model, belonging to the different churches. 
Bull-hides carpeted the floor; and the lofty 
walls of the chamber, although destitute 
of architectural decoration, were hung 
throughout with a profusion of richly em- 
blazoned shields, from each of which de- 
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pended a velvet scarf on cloak, of every . 
Iiu-e and color, in the rainbow. 

A low horse-shoe table of wicker-work, 
supported upon basket-pedestaisi extended 
the entire length', of the hall.- Thin, un- 
leavened cakes of sour teff, heaped one 
upon the other, served as platters. Moun- 
tains oi“ Vvdieaten bread, piled in close con- 
tiguity, and strewed with fragments of 
stewed fowls, towered two. and three feet 
above the surface of the groaning board. 
Bowls containing a decoction of red pep- 
per, onions, and grease, were danked by 
long-necked decanters of old mead; and 
at short intervals stood groups of slaves, 
carrying ba,skets crammed with reeking 
collops of raw flesh, just severed from the 
newly-slain carcass. 

Taking tlioir seats in treble rows upon , 
the ground, the crowded guests were each 
provided with his own knife, fashioned like 
a reaping-hook, and serving him equally 
in. the battle-field and at the banquet. Four 
hundred voracious appetites, whetted by 
forty days of irksome abstinence,. were con- 
stantly ministered to by fresh arrivals' of 
quivering flesh from the court-yard, where 
oxen in q u ick succession were being thrown 
down and slaughtered in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Ba- 
rilles and capacious horns filled with hy- 
dromei of intoxicating age-, were rapidly 
drained and replenished under the eye of 
the monarch ; and strings of eunuchs wdth 
the females pertaining to the royal kitchen, 
clad in gala dresses and striped cotton robes, 
passed and repassed continually with inter- 
minabie supplies of bread to rebuild the de- 
molished fabric on the uprising of each sa- 
tiated group. 

Again the great doors were thrown open, 
and another sot entered, amid the increas- 
ing din. Harpers and fiddlers played, dan- 
ced, and sang with untiring perseverance ; 
and ever and anon one of the king’s female 
choristers lifted up her shrill Voice wdth the 
most extravagant panegyric on the hospi- 
tably and munificence of her royal master, 
or bu.'^t forth into unqualified eulogy on the 
liberality of his British guests. 

In stature like the lance he bearsv 
His godlike mien the prince declairfls;. 

And fum’d for virtue through the land; 

Ail bow to Saioo’s just command. 

■‘‘The sabre feels the royal grasp, 

And writhe in death’s cold' clasp; 

The 04%, taste the captive fare, 

And dt^ the. vengcaoce which they date;**' 

*’'Our warriors tremble at the sight of the mighty ele- 
phant. bat ho sinks, prostrate heneath the guasof the 

wiiite men — Weiho, weilm, 

“ V ' They are a brave nalih»«' - 


,We have '■ been, loaded, with sixange Mils, for the 
%vhite men hold in their hands the keys of health and " 
wealth~-Weiho, ' ■ , 

They area's. 'great 'Batiott, ' 

'■‘vThen hail to, the friends, who came, o’er 'the wick ' 
'■ water, ,' 

Strangers and guests from a fur distant feed 
And welcome to ,S,hoa, the fortune wiiich brought 
her „ ■ „ 

The lords of the daring-' and generous h'and.”' 

,-The royal ,band5 which occupied, the 
space vacant in the , centre between, ',t!ie, 
tables,,, is, composed, of siaiiy wind instru- 
ments' of , various lengths', and, sizes — the - 
emMlUt having a perfora,tion, to which the 
lips are, applied as in the flute, wh,il,e the 
malakat is fashioned after theiform of .a', 

; tiumbone. No performer; possesses, above. 

I one pipe, nor, like the Eusslan, Is. he mas-, 
ter of more than one note. , 'Tune .there is: 
none — each playing according to the dic- 
tates' of his own -taste', unguided by any 
musical scale. After the hoarse and terri- 
ble blast of the trumps, the symphony fails 
soft upon the ear, like the wild cadence of 
a Pan’s pipe blown over by the wind ; and 
it wus on this occasion curiously contrast- 
ed with the deep thunder of the kubhera^ 
which pealed without intermission from the 
secret apartments of the queen. 

The harp, styled hugana^ is a truly strange 
fabrication of wood, leather, and sheep’s 
entrails. It presents the appearance of an 
old portmanteau which has been built upon 
by children with the rudest materials, in 
imitation of the lyre of the days of Jubal. 
Possessing five strings, and used only as 
an accompaniment to the voice, the mono- 
tonous notes produced are in strict unison 
with the appearance of the instrument; 
and even in the halls of Menilek, where 
the chords are struck by a master finger, 
they shed no soul of music,” and might 
be mute with advantage. 

What then is to be said f*i the Abys- 
sinian fiddle, whose squeaking voice presi*» 
ded at this festive board? ..S:as! the in* 
harmonious sounds elicited by the grating 
contact of the bow 'might lead,. tO'tthe. "Con- 
clusion that the unhappy, spirit of music 
was. confine'd in the interior, and uttered 
' harsh screams and moans a?, fresh tortures 
'wmre inflicted on her agonized sinews! A 
gourd, or a hollow square of wmod, is cov- 
' vered with a skin of parchment as a sound- 
ing-board, and furnished with a rude neck 
and a single string. Years of practice 
have imparted to Dagliie, the court buffoon, 
,an extr.'i ordinary degree of excellence ; but 
even he is not Pagfiiiini ; and every ama- 
teur perfonner in the realm, considering 
himself at perfect liberty to scrape tliroug% 
out the day with soui-harrowing perse**' 
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Yerance^ onliicky, Indeedy must be pro- 
Boiincal tbe site of tlrat resideoce whiciiia 
adjacent to the proprietor of a fiiai^anko. 

As Easter day dre’iT on to its .close, the, 
riotoris tnirfch of iracontrolled, festivity wax- 
ed louder within the palace .walls, while 
quarrels ami driinkexi brawls^ prevailed 
tlirougiiout the The carousal eon- 

tinued until dark, bjr which time .the . bones 
of three hundred and fifty steers had been 
•picked"— eomii less measures of wheat had 
been eoiisumed — and so many hogsheads' 
of potent ol:l iiydromel had been drained 
to the dregs, treat saving the royal and nin-. 
jiifieent host, scarcely one sober individuai, 
whotlior iiobi^ or plebeian, was any where 
to be seen. It is indeed a fortunate cir- 
■cnmstaiice for the foreigner that the nation, 
with its present crude instruments, is not 
infec.tf?d with a musical mania. Melody : 
has hardly recovered from the throes of a 
most protracted labor; and her deformed 
bantling having not yet acquired sufficient 
strenglh to exert his lungs as a public nui- 
sance, the silence of night is rarely disturb- 
ed by sleep-dispelling minstrelsy such as. 
closed the festivities of the Abyssinian Eas- 
ter. 



CHAPTER CXXfV, 

SAixT George’s day. 

At Kondie, in the church dedicated to 
the patron saint of England, lie interred 
the remains of Woosen Suggud, ahd thith- 
er, according to wont, the despot proceeded 
on Saint George’s day."^' The sepulchre 
of the departed monarch is screened from 
gaze amid .a sombre, grove of evergreen' 
juniper, assuming the shapes, some of the 
cedar, otliers of the cypress and tlie yew : 

“Bark treor^tili sad when others’ grief is fled, 

The only constant mdurnors o’er the dead.” 

! Sings alone are honored with a coffin. 

; Manufactured of sweet wood, and perforat- 

f ed with many apertures, it is placed on 
|, stone trestles amid clouds of frarikincense, 

, and after a season removed into 'the raau- 
j; so'eoni; the walls of which are usually 
i;' bedaubed with designs intended to 'COin-. 
mF:inora,te the explois in the hunting heM, 
tl'ie mil,itaryactiori3',andthedierGicachieve,- 
ments of rho ro^ral occupant His; majes- 
ty’s orisons at. the shrine of Ills, lather be- 
ing -eonci’aded, he turned his steps to the 
I pa ln.ee, now ibst ialliug;; to ',decaj, v/hich 

i foriued the scene o,f .the assassination of the 
^ despotic tyrant. Surrounded by the former 


m 

capital of Shoa, it occupies the bleak si 2 m« 
mit of one of the loftiest mountains in the 
range, and commands a magniheent pros- 
pect over the greater portion of Efat 
Mamrat, now diminished from thirteen to 
one thousand feet, no longer loomed a gL 
ant; and through the clouds which flitted, 
across its bosom lay revealed the only path 
by which the. royal treasures are accessi«': 
Me. Stupendous acclivities, iTownlrig with 
black fragments of rock, form the barrier 
from the low country, expanded like a 
chart below ; and the white peak of Woti, 
rising from dark dense forests of timber, 
and terminating in. a basaltic column, now 
formed the most conspicuous feature in the 
rugged landscape. 

“ You observe those forests,” inquired 
his majesty, pointing after a tong silence 
to the gloomy masses of foliage which 
stretched away toward the long white 
storehouses of Aramba : “ tliey conceal a 
cavern into which no creature can enter 
and live: The man who should venture 
one step beyond the entrance would be. 
seen no more. If a dog goes in, or a bird,, 
or even a serpent, it will surely die. There 
is no bottom to tlmt cave, and none can 
say whither it leads. Formerly people 
went to cut wood in the neighborhood. A 
man, lost his way and was unheard of for 
months. His friends believed him dead. 
They mourned for him, and scratched their 
temples, and he was forgotten. Suddenly 
he reappeared, reduced to a. skeleton, and 
looking like a ghost They brought him 
to me to know what should be done with 
himi He had lived like the gureza upon 
wild berries, and when I asked him what 
he had seen, he replied that he had seen 
the devil. Woti is a bad place, and the 
forests take fire, and all m.y subjects fear 
to go thither.” 

A catastrophe of this nature had recent- 
ly taken place and a quantity of fuel 
stored for the royal kitchen having been 
destroyed, it was the king’s present object 
to ascertain the extent of damage sustained. 
Ayto Wolda Hana exerted his cracked 
voice indoud complaints of otliers, and so 
that himself escaped the much-dreaded 
censore, the old man evidently cared not 
mnch ivho suffered. Herein he was so far 
successfal,, that the gub-guvernor of the 
district, was fined in the amount of one 
hundred dollars, about ten times the value 
of pro pert V- destroyed, and every male; in- 
habitantof the neighborhood received sen- 
tence of imprisonment. ^ 

'. The' cold ■'Summit of Kondie .is clothed' 
with heather and with the phera^ a lofty 
species of lobelia, which, attain-a. the'; height. 
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of ifteen or twent^^ feet. This, too, is be- 
lieved to have a prejudicial effect upon the 
passer by, and often to cause death. Ee- 
turning, the royal cortege waged active 
war against every plant by the way-side — 
and his majesty sustained an active part in 
hostilities designed to counteract the evil 
influence. Bands of warriors charging on 
horseback delivered their spears simulta- 
neously, and the doomed tree, if not cut 
over, was at least transfixed by a score of 
shafts. Excelling in skill, the monarch 
betted heavily upon every tlirow, and rare- 
ly did he lose. At forty yai'ds the lance 
left his iiand with unerring precision, and 
perforating the soft pulpy stem immedi- 
ately below the bushy head, often passed 
quite through, to fall on the other side. 

“ Where is tlie commander V' exclaimed 
his majesty in merry mood ; “ where did 
lie ieam to throw a spear ? Now, Gaita,” 
he continued, “ I will give you a mule if 
you hit that tree, and if you do not, by the 
death of Woosen Suggud you shall forfeit 
your best rifle.” The first lance passed 
through the stem, and the second threw its 
crown upon the ground. The ruler of 
Shoa was ob\*iousiy satisfied; but while 
the mule completely escaped his treache- 
rous recollection, the “ best rifle,” alas ! 
had been already doomed to change hands 
— and it remained but a brief period in 
those of the lawful proprietor. 

Hunting down the partridge with dogs 
occupied the residue of the day. Parties 
stationed themselves at intervals along the 
heatlier- grown slopes of the hills, where 
the bird abounds, and by dint of unceasing 
persecution kept the victim selected so 
perpetually on the wing, that after three 
or four long flights it was unable to rise 
again. Many were thus killed with sticks, 
or taken alive ; but wherever his majesty 
was forthcoming, a long double-barrelled 
fowiing piece was rested over the shoulder 
of an attendant to insure steady aim — ^and 
the wearied quarry, believing itself safe iir 
a bush, was suddenly blown to atoms by a 
coup de fimi 

Northern Abyssinia was now in a more 
disturbed state than ever ; and numerous 
youths, who had attempted to proceed to 
Gondar for the purpose of being ordained, 
had been compelled to abandon the journey, 
and return to Ankuber. They brought ti- 
dings of an engagement between Eas Ali 
and Dedjasmach* Oubie, which had been 


* Dedj.isniaeh, often contracted to Dedjacli, signifies 
®Hhe warrior of the door,” and is the title of govern- 
ors under the puj»pet emperor of Ethiopia. As in the 
Ottoman empire the pacha is distinguished by thenura- 
her of his tails, so is the dedjasmacli by the number of his 


foiight at Salem Okko, in the vicinity of 
Debra Tabor. The ras being personally 
opposed to his rebel vassal was believed to 
have fallen early in the day. His rumor- 
ed death proving the signal for disorder 
and retreat, the camp was left in posses- 
sion of the enemy, who consigned it to the 
flames, tinder the conviction that victory 
was theirs. But the leader had merely 
fled ; and as the evening closed, his parti- 
sans, recovering from their panic, railiedy 
and fell with irresistible fury on the victors^ 
who were little prepared for further hos- 
tilities ; and the execrated tyrant Oubie, 
who carries with him the curses of his op- 
pressed subjects, was, with Ms two sons, 
made prisoner. 

Abba Salama, the aboon, who is equally 
respected by all parties, was in the camp of 
the vanquished, But the holy man found an 
honorable asyium. The spiritual despot- ' 
ism exercised by the primate from the first 
moment of his arrival in Abyssinia, calls 
vividly to mind the period when the man- 
dates of the pope were as implicitly obey- 
ed, and his ghostly influence similarly 
dreaded by the potentates of Europe ; and 
independently of his spiritual power, which 
exalts him greatly above the most potent 
rulers of the land, his holiness is far from 
being contemptible as a temporal prince. 
The liiindred and eighth successor to St. 
Mark the Evangelist, reclining in his hum- 
ble divan within the Coptic quarters at^ 
Cairo, surrounded by the dignity of coffee* 
and pipes, would ill recognize his juvenile 
delegate at Gondar, where both these lux- 
uries are held in abomination, could he 
behold him in the enjoyment of revenues 
many times in excess of his own — ordain- 
ing a thousand priests in a single day — 
and receiving the homage of all the proud 
actors engaged in the troubled drama of 
Abyssinian politics. / ^ ’ 

War had not visited Shoa ; but the peace 
of many a family vras yet to be disturbed 
by an arbitrary proceeding on the part of 
the crown. As the period of the king’s 
departure from the capital drew nigh, ma- 
ny of the royal slaves who had voluntari- 
ly sold their liberty during the great famine 
of St. Luke,*^' casting themselves at the 
footstool of the throne, implored the resto- 
ration of freedom in consideration of many 
long years of servitude. Enraged at what 
he termed the ingratitude of those w^hom 


kettle-drums. He is entitled to one for each province 
under his control, and loses no opportunity of finding 
his account in the troubled waters by asserting inde- 
pendence. , 

^ f Each year is in Abyssinia dedicated to one of tha 
four Evangelists, according to the order of the Gos|)els 
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he lia-d fed when they must otherwise 
have starved, his majesty, laboring under 
a strange infatuation, bade them begone,” 
and, in utter defiance of all the existing 
laws of the realm, that day promulgated 
an edict through the royal herald, that 
from henceforth the progeny of all his nu- 
merous slaves, whether the offspring of 
free fathers or of free mothers, should be 
accounted his sole property, and should 
forthwith render themselves to he enrolled 
by: ills drivers, and have their daily task 
allotted. , ‘ . ■ ' ' . 

The capital was iii a state of wild con- 
fusion and cdnsternatipn. Weeping and 
wailing resounded in every hut, and no 
Abyssinian possessed sufficient courage to 
oppose the dictates of the angry despot. 
The presence of the British embassy now 
proved of that salutary and ' conimaiiding 
influence which humanity and civilization 
iiiust ever exert over ^barbarity Und savage 
ignorance. Deeming the opportunityfinl- 
perative, and considering the chance of 
success to be well worth the risk of a mis- 
understanding with’ the court, his majesty : 
was earnestly entreated to reflect, “ that 
the name of Sahela Selassie, hitherto so 
beloved of all, would lose a portion of its 
lustre and brightness ; that all indn are 
mortal; that kings do, not reign for' ever; 
;3>nd that the groans of his unhappy siib- 
jects, the props of his power and kingdom, 
who had lieretofdre lived in the enjoyment 
of the liberty to which they were born, but 
were now pining heart-broken inthethr?" 
dom of slavery, would add little to. the 
fort of the close of his illustrious lifc 
This petition on the part of hi‘- 
pean children, backed by the 
which accompanied it, was 
the most satisfactory results 
who had still the fear of <^od before his 
eyes, avowed, “that the a had proceeded 
in a Imnted moment o' wrath, and that 
his guests had made thoroughly fu- 
sible of its injustice cruelty.' ^ The 
oflensive proclamate^ was on the instant 
annulled’; and thousand seven iiun- 
dred unfortiinatf victims to its promulga- 
tion, released f the house of bondage 
and from the degrading shackles of slave-' 
ry, after the/ had renounced all hope of 
redemptiop, returned to their hoities and to 

■ their fam-^ies, blessing as they- went,' the 

■ iiame of ‘^fthe w’hite men.” 



CHAPTEE CXXYi 

SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE IN SHOA. 

On reverting to the remotest period 
since which slavery has been prevalent 
among tlie Kiiman race, it will be evident 
that war has formed the principal cause 
which first gave rise to the monstrous 
crime of selling our fellow-creatures like 
cattle in the market. One nation having 
taken from anotor a greater number of 
captives than could be exchanged on equal 
terms, it is easy - to comprehend how the 
victors, finding the maintenance of their 
! prisoners expensive and inconvenient, tirst 
compelled them to labor for daily bread, 
and subsequently for the support of others. 

Emerged from the limited wants qi savage 
life., man next saw production? ot art 

which he eagerly coveted ;.a^c lacing 

those habits of steady indu£^‘^^'y by winch 
to earn them for himself compelled all 
whom superior strehr^'-*! other advan- 
tages enaWed him brmg under sub3ec. 
tion, to labor in ^applying him with lux- 

Ijj especially, where from time 
immemori^^ passions have been 

■ and m the ferocity- of 

the b^sts of prdy, war has, throhghout 
ever age, proved the most prevailmg 
s(>*rce of slavery, The great national 
-ontests betwixt 'state and state, which 
daily tear her^entrails, afford a never-dry- 
ing spring of misery and bondage to her 
unhappy children. Proceeding from causes 
not very dissimilar to those which produce 
wars among the civilized nations of the ^ 

gidherthe invariable result is that all who 
are not slain on the haltle-field, or massa- 
cred in the sacking of towns and^ viflages, 
become for life the bondsmen of the vic- 
tors— -the weak and unsuccessful warrior, 
who sues for mercy beneath the uplifted 
spear of his opponent, renoiinciiig at the 
same time his claim to liberty, and pur- 
chasing existence at the expense of freedom. 

' War, then, the favorite pursuit of Afric'S 
savage sons, is unquestionably ^ the most 
geheral, as well as the most prolific source 
of her slavery ; and the desolation which 
follows in its train not unfrequentiy gives 
birth to famine, during the preyalepce of 
which, as in the present instance, tlie free- 
man too often becomes a voluntary slave, 
in order to avoid tlie greater calamity of 
inevitable starvation. By the philosophic 
and reflecting mind death would doubtless 
be esteemed the lighter evil of the two ; 
but the untutored savage,, fainting with 
1 hunger, thinks, with Esau of old, “Belioia' 
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I am at the iwint lo die— what profit shall perpetrated hy no concealed or proscribed 
this birthria'ht do to me V ruffian, an outcast from social life, who 

Crime, necessity arising from distress, shrinks from the gaze of man, or the broads 
insoiwncy, the inhumanity of a harsh blaze of day ; neither is it limited to those 
creditor, a spirit of retaliation in petty dis- poorer tribes who possess the temptation 
pntes, and the sordid love of gain, lor of rich caravans skirting their borders in 
which parents will even sell theii* own progress to distant lands. Eacli needy 
children, severally assist in feeding the de- soldier seeks with his sword to redress the 

mand for slaves the law of every African unequal distribiition made by the hand of 

state, either tolerating or directly sanction- fortune. Princes, kings, and the most dis- 
Ing the. evil: and wherever the Moham- tingiiished warrior chieftains, consider it a 
madan faith prevails, frequent predatory glory' to place themselves at the head of 
incursions, characterized by the most atro-- an expedition undertaken solely for pur» 
cions violence, are made into the territories poses of plunder ; and the crime of steal- 
of all neighboring infidels, who, ha that ing human • beings, in order to sell them 
eager spirit of proselytism which hums so into foreign markets, which, with ail- its 
fiercely in the breast" of every adherent of attendant circumstances of cruelty and 
the Pn-^pUet, are systematically hunted horror, is so widely practiced throughout 
down and entrapped as a religious duty. the benighted continent, is one in which 
Slaves in Atrica, are thus in proportion the greatest of sovereigns do not hesitate 
to the freei'ftQn of about three to one ; but to participate. 

altliougli the timber of individuals redn- The following narrative by a native of 
ced to a state of ’^ndage by the operation the village of Suppa, in Eriarea, detailing 
of the above caus^ and the destruction the history of his capture and subsequent 
created, both as regaftn life and property, vicissitudes, may be taken as a . fair speci- 
is immense, the whole "^pibined are but men of the usual circumstances attending 
as a single grain of dust n. the balance, the transfer of the kidnapped victim from 
when compared with the slavUk^^^ the desti- one merciless; dealer to another, in his pro- 
tution, and the desolation, that gress to Abyssinia through the interior 

tailed by the unceasing bloody struggles {jg. provinces which form the locus of slavery 
twixt state and state. Towns and images in the northeast. ■ 
are then obliterated from the face “ When twenty years of age, being eii- 

earth; and thousands upon thousands gaged in tending the flocks of ^tta, my 
the population, of whatever a^e or sex, 1 father, an armed band of the Ooma Galla, 
' are hurried into ho|>eless captivity. Nqth whom .my tribe had long beep in en- 

In a country reft into ten thousand petty uUyj -a^vept suddenly down, and took rny- 
governments, the majority of which are 

independent and jealous one of the other ; four ^bo resisted. Having been kept 

where every freeman, inured to arms from bound Kod and foot during five dsfys, I was 
the first hour that he is capable of bearing sold to Galla, one of the near- 

them,,p^uts for an opportunity of display- est tribes, ft,, thirty amoles (about six shil- 
ing his valor in the field, and passes his lings and thr^peIlce sterling.) The bar- 
life m a series of military achievements*; gain was concl^-jed in the 'I^ome market- 
where the folly and -mad ambition of the place, which is cJied Sundaffo, where, in 
rulers, pronipted by an ardor to revenge consequence of tfv, dearness of sfelt, two 
some real or fancied insult ; the cherished male slaves are coh% 3 i^]y bouo-lit for one 
recollection of hereditary feuds ; the out- dollar; and after nightki the Mohaminadan 
raged feelings of domestic and paternal rover, by whom Iliad be^, purchased, came 
attachment ; tiie love of plunder, inherent and took me away. ' ’ , 

in every savage breast, and the bigoted “ Having been kept bouu| in bis house 
zeal of religious enthusiasts, Ull conspire ‘ another week, I was taken days’ four- 
to afford hourly pretexts for war— the ney with a large slave carann and soM 
sword of desolation is never differed to privately to the Nono Galla fa a few ells 
rust within* the scabbard. The fact of one of blue calico, My cooipanionl in cai>» 
nation being stronger or more potent ffian tivity were assorted according to^eir a^e 
another is even sufficient ; and while ‘and size, and walked in double the 
tilities, originating frequently in the most stout and able-bodied only, whereof 1 was 
frivolous provocations, are prosecuted with one, having their hands tied behind them, 
relentleaa.and sangulmry Any, robbery on In Meegra, the market-place of the Nono, 
agreatandnatiomiacmlB,formingoneofthe I. was, after six weeks’ confinement, sold 
c&f features of Alrkan character, Is al- % public auction to the Agumcho Galla 
Kwnlfereallf prevalent liei© It -is for forty pieces of salt (value eight sMilingf 
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and four pence.) Tlience I was taken to j for sale or barter; and the number annu- 
the market-place which is beyond Sequala, I ally exported by the roads above named 
on the plain of the Hawash. and sold for i being estimated at from fifteen to twenty 
seventy pieces of salt to the Soddo Galla. i thousand, the revenue derived from the 
and immediately afterward to Roque, the j traffic in his fellow-men by the Christian 
great slave mart in the Yerrur district, I monarch may be averaged at eight hundred 
where I was sold for one hundred amoles^^" i pounds. 

being i/. sterling. It is calculated, upon good data, that Ms 

■■‘From " Roque I was; driven to Alio majesty’s household". slaves, male and fe-t 
.\iiiba, in Shoa, where a 'Mohammadanv male, exceed Mght thousand. ^Ofthe lat- ' 
subject of Sahela Selassie’ .purchased me. ter, three hundred' are" concubines of the 
in the market of Abdel Russool for twelve royal harem; and of the former, fifty are 
dollars: but, after three months, my mas- eunuchs. The residue of both sexes are 
ter falling into disgrace, the whole of Ms employed in a variety of servile offices, and 
property .'was confiscated, and I became the they each receive a portion of barley suffi- 
slave of the iiegoos, which I still am, ah cient to compose two small loaves. Be- 
thoutrh permitted to reside with my family, yond this they must provide ffieir own 
and only called upon to plough, reap, and maintenance : many whose business it is 
carry wood. /Exclusive of halts, the jour- to". fetch fuel from the royal forests, being, 
?iey from my native village occupied fifteen however, suffered to dispose of whatever 
days, I was tolerably ted, and not mal- wood they can carry away in addition to 
treated. All the merchants through whose the load imposed; while the whole, after 
hands I passed were Mohammadans ^ and the due performance of their allotted task, 
until within a few stages of Alio Amba I are permitted, according to their respective 
was invariably bound at night, and thus functions, to hire themselves to private in- 
found no opportunity to escape. Prior to diyiduals, . ' 

my own enslavement I liad been extensive- Slavery is hereditary, not only on the 
ly engaged as a kidnapper, and in. this ca- side of the mother, but also on that of the 
pacity had made party in three great slave father; and if a free woman weds a slave, 
hunts into the country of the Doko negroes her progeny becomes the property of the 
beyond Caffa ; In tlie course of which four owner of her husband. But the bondsmen 
thousand individuals of both sexes were of the king, it has been seen, form an ex- 
secured.”; . / beption to this 

. From Enarea and Giirague, the two slave free if born o£ a free woman-— a privilege 
marts principally frequented by the dealers which may be tl*aced to the circumstance 
in human llesh who trade through the Abys- of the I'oyal slaves liaving a stated duty to 
siniaii states, the traffic is conducted to the perform, for ^ which a certain daily alJow- 
sea- coast mi Sennaar, Argobba, Aussa, and. anee of food is granted ; whereas the whole 
Hurrur — importations into Shoa passing' time and labor of the slave of the corn- 
through the kingdom by two great high- moner are at the exclusive ^disposal of the 
ways from the interior. The first is ,by master, who siip’ports the wife also. Mar- 
Aukober to the market-place of Abdel Rus- riage between free persons and the slaves 
sool, where purchases are eageidvjhade by of Ms majesty are thus by no means unfre- 
the caraviii traders from Hpyrur, Zeyla,. quent ; the bondsman, after the perform- 
and Tajura : the otlier, by p^bra Libanos to ance of his allotted task, enjoying liberty 
the market of Antzochia^djoiningAsselieli,” to return daily to his family ..^nnd to appro- 
ihe frontier town on^f^e north, whence they priate therresidue of his time. ^ 

■p;:s.=?s through Upper Abyssinia to Masso- A ehiid: born in slavery receives subsist- 
wah and Ra]ie.’ita, supplying also.the Aussa ence, in a limited proportion, from the mo- 
caravans, which come to Dow we, on^the ment of 'coming into the world, the liabili- 
rroniler of W'orra Kaloo. ties of bondage being incurred from the 

In addition to a tax of one in every ton, cradle. As a check on those w^ho reside 
Sahela Selassie possesses the right of pre- with a free raotlier in various parts of the 
emption of all slaves that pass through his kingdom, an annual census of the whole is 
dominions, his governors .selecting and sub- taken by the; royal scribes, when those who 
mitting for the royal approval those which are ascertained to have acquired a compe- 
appear best worthy of consideration, when tent age are summoned to their task at one 
a price placed by the holder on the head the ' royal' establishments ; and it' too 
of eachds modified by Ms majesty at pleas- often happens that, when incapacitated, by 
nre. A transit duty of four pieces of salt infirmity trom further labor, the daily dole ' 
IS’* fki&er levied upon every individual, is discontinued" through the parsimony of 
male oy female, of whatever agOj exposed the servamts.'of-the crown.- 
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CtirsiVtiBSj consisting' of li’oixi oiio hun- 
dred to throe thousand individuals of all 
pass through Shoa during the greater 
portion of the year. Three-'fourths are 
vouiitr bovs and girls, many of them quite 
children, Vhose tender a^e precludes a 
sense of their condition. Even adults are 
unfettered, and the majority are in good 
spirits, all being well fed and taken care 
of, although many of both sexes arrive in a 
state of perfect nudity. Surrounded by the 
rovers on horseback, they are driven pro- 
miscuously along the roads, males and fe- 
males being separated at the termination 
of each inarch, and made to sit in detached 
groups comprising from ten to fifteen souls, 
who are deterred from wandering by the 
exhibition of the whip j but this is rarely 
used except for the chastisement of the 
unruly, who may seek to effect their escape. 

In the eyes of every African, the value 
of a slave increases in the ratio of his dis- 
tance from the land of his nativity, the 
chance of his absconding being reduced in 
the same proportion. The usual prices in the 
Shoan market are from ten to twenty Ger- 
man crowns ; but females possessing supe- 
rior personal attractions often fetch from fifty 
to eighty, which outlay is returned three- 
fold in Arabia. The profits accruing’ from 
the trade are thus obviously large ; and 
notwithstanding the. murders which are 
annually perpetrated by freebooters on the 
road to the sea-coast, the mortality can 
scarcely he said to exceed that under the 
ordinary circumstances of African life. 

The "hebdomadal sale of human flesh 
•which takes place in the public market at 
Abdel Russool, the disgusting parade of 
victims, and the subsequent sensuality of 
the savage purchasers, are sufficient to 
draw every sentiment of indignation, 
and every feeling of sympathy ; 

but it 'ffnist be confessed that slavery in 
this portion of Africa, dreadful though it 
be. and accompanied by its share of suffer- 
ing, bears little analogy to, and is absolutely ^ 
light, when contrasted with thS appaling | 
horrors, the destitution, and the misery in- | 
volvcd by the European trade. Excepting , 
as regards the powers pertaining to it, it is i 
in fact: servitude. ' The 

newly captured become soon reconciled to i 
their lot and condition, their previous do- 
mestic life haying too often been one of 
actual bondage, although not nominally m 
And even in t\\e sultry plains of the Adaielj 
fe'w indivIdualB of the long droves that are 
daily to be seen on Iheir weary march to 
Ihe coast with DanaMl can’sta, afford in-, 
dksations of being lortujf^P?l^^regrfct at 
the logs of their freedom, ItM of na- 


tive land, or with recollections of the ver- 
dant plains whence avarice and cruelty 
have torn them. 

From the governor to the humblest pea- 
sant, every house in Shoa possesses slaves 
of both sexes,, in proportion to the wealth 
of the proprietor *, and in so far as an opin- 
■ ion may be formed ii])on appearances, their 
condition, with occasional, but rare excep- 
tions. is one of comfort and ease. Mild in 
its character, their bondage is tinctured 
with none of the horrors of West Indian 
slavery. The servitude imposed, is calcu- 
lated to create neither suffering nor ex- 
haustion. There is no merciless task- 
master to goad the victim to excessive 
exertion — ^no white man’s scorn ” to be 
endured ; and, although severed from home, 
from country, and from all the scenes with 
which his childhood had been familiar, his 
lot is not unfrequently improved. Natu- 
ralized in the house of his master, he is 
invariably treated with lenity-r-usualiy with 
indulgence— often with favor; and under 
a despotic sovereign, to whom servile in- 
struments are uniformly the most agreea- 
ble, the caprices of fortune may prefer the 
exile to posts of confidence and emolument, 
and ■ may even exalt him to the highest 
dignities. ‘ 


CHAPTER CXXVI. 

INTEObUCTIOIT OF SLAVERY INTO ABYSSINIA. 

Although the history of Northeastern 
Africa, like that of the country generally, 
is very imperfectly recorded, it is .tetain 
that Carthage, Egypt, and Ethiopia, early 
acquired and long maintained a prevailing 
influence therein. The Carthaginians pos- 
sessed themselves of nearly the whole of 
the northern portion, while the l^yptians 
aud Ethiopians occupied the east to the 
very centre. The extension of these great 
empires tended considerably to limit the 
I trade in human flesh, inasmuch as slavery 
: with fellow-subjects was prohibited in each, 

' while intercourse with independent states 
was diminished by perpetual quarrels ; and 
the world being in feud in every quarter 
I needed not to be supplied with slaves fron'. 
Africa. 

But this aspect of affairs was materklly 
altered so soon as these three empires, 
losing their power, became subdivided into 
sundry governments, the diffusion of Chris- 
tianity and civilization in Europe and Asia 
meanwhile restricting the slave trade to 
.tile African continent. Although not gene- 
rally representing the character which their 
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name implies, the Christians of the Occi- f presence of Moharamadans, by whom it 
dent and Orient had at least given up the was fostered and encouraged. Grain and 
system among themselves ; and by the cattle excepted, the wild and greedy Galla 
former especially it was very little practiced possessed not a single commddity to barter 
until after the discovery of America, when for the alluring foreign wares, exhibited by 
itwas revived and encouraged by the Span- the rover, but his captured foe presented 
iards ; and the negro being considered bet- the ready means of supplying whatsoever 
ter fitted for hard labor than the aborigines, he coveted. 'The empire of Abyssinia be- 
of the New World, Africa began to be re- ing dismembered and enfeebled by the tide 
garded as the slave-mart for the whole of invasion, its rulers, far from seeking to 
universe. About the same period Ethiopia crush the hostilities that prevailed among 
was first subjected to numberless hordes of the Gentiles, naturally rejoiced to see in- 
Pagan Galla, migrating from the south; testine feuds ‘ raging throughout a nation, 
and not long afterward Graan, the fanatic which, if united, could have swept away 
Mohammadan enemy, commenced the over- the small remnant of Ethiopic power, once 
throw of this then powerful empire, which so predominant , 
was speedily dismembered, and has never The Christians, moreover, had become 
since been able to regain its former limits, so corrupted by evil example, that, in lieu 
The heathen invaders soon relaxing in of opposing a barrier to tlie advance of 
their united efforts against the Christians, slavery, they shortly adopted and enoour- 
those Galla tribes which had settled on aged the debasing traffic. Those provinces 
Abyssinian ground began to contest among especially which were separated from the 
themselves for the supremacy over the principal seat of government, not only af- 
newly-acquired; territory, and to enslave forded a market to numbers, of pagan pris- 
each other. The Mohammadans, who had oners, but extended to the dealers in slaves 
meanwhile gained a footing in the disturbed a safe road by which thousands were an- 
country, being slave-dealers by profession niially exported to Arabia ; and Shoa, Efat, 
as well as from religious motives, greedily Guragud, and Cambat, the southernmost 
availed themselves of the opportunity af- provinces of Abyssinia, having more espe- 
forded by these intestine divisions to trade cially sufiered at' the hands of the Galla 
in pagan prisoners, females especially, who' hordes, it is not difficult to understand how, 
possess the recommendation of superior in a confused political and ecclesiastical 
personal, attractions to thb generality of state of things, the detestation entertained 
“Afric’s dark daughters” — and thus the toward their heathen persecutors prompted 
traffic spread rapidly around Abyssinia. the population to purchase as drudges those 
Partly from fear of their enemies, and of thcir enemies who had been captured in 
partly from being less interested in slavery war. 

than the Moslems, the Christians no longer When the rulers of Shoa began to ex- 
ventured beyond the frontiers of the coun- tend their dominions, and to subdue the 
try they retained — the avenues to the sea- nearer tribes of Galla invaders, Christian- 
coast, and those through the Galla tribes ity waS' propagated by the sword ; but the, 
in the interior, which, prior to the barba- Mohammadan traders, far from being 
xian inroad, must have been frequented, checked or arrested in their dealings, were 
faliingj^together with .the whole commerce, only induct to extend their traffic to more 
into the hands of the bigoted disciples of remote regions of Norlheastorn Africa, 
the Prophet. Limited in the first instance Instead of purchasing slaves at Ankober, 
to certain portions of Ethiopia, they devo- as had been their wont when that capital 
ted their lives to the purchase arid sale of was still in Pagan hands, they were com- 
liuman flesh, whereufith they connected' pelled, after its recapture, to seek their 
the- propagation of their faith^ During victims in Guragu^, and beyond. Those 
their devastating progress through the provinces of Abyssinia .wherein the seat 
countries beyond Cafik and Susa, the Galla of government was established after the 
had in all probability disrnembered many demolition of Ethiopic empire, preserved 
powerful empires, and sown tlie seeds of more or less of their ancient customs, 
discord and dissension, of which the fruits which sanctioned the enslavement of a 
are now witnessed in the outpouring of in- captured enemy for the term of seven 
numerable victims of manifold tribes and years, according to the Mosaic law, which 
nations to Cafiu, and doubtless also beyond is followed iri so many other respects ; and 
that kingdom, to the .coast of Zanzibar. the, practice is to the present day retained 
The origin of the slave-trade in these in Gojam and Tigre — the inhabitants of 
quarters may thus be referred to the com- these states neither buying nor selling 
mencementof .hostilities therein, and fo-the-^-sIayes,' but. consigning to a few years of 
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bondal^ all prisoners from file, wild tribes- 
of Sbankela taken in war. 

The e]3slarementof this iieathen people, 
who are often barbarously hunted down 
for sport, is delended upon the .groimds 
that so tierre, swarthy, and bestial a race, 
existing' ill the rudest possible form of sav- 1 
age state, must be the accursed of man-j 
hind, and entirely beyond the pale of nat- 
ural rights— a view of the case supported 
by the fanaUc priesthood, who, in the spirit 
of bigotry, deem it a highly meritorious 
work to force upon a Oentile the light of 
the Gospel. In Shoa this argument is 
employed in favor of slavery. But the 
Christians of Western and Northern Abys- 
sinia condemn the practice of their brethren 
in the south and east ; and Tekla Georgis, 
the late emperor of Gondar, having cate- 
chised a number of Shoan ecclesiastics as 
to the reason of their countenancing slave- 
Ty and slave polygamy, reprobated both 
proceedings in the severest terms. 

^ The separation of Shoa from the impe- 
rial sway ‘of Northern Abyssinia,, and the 
fact that it, as well as other Christian ter- 
ritories, was especially ‘ involved in 'the 
misfortunes entailed upon the country by 
the Galla invasion, were, as may be sup- 
posed, far from improving the morals of. 
the people. The first rulers ‘of Shoa, as- 
piring to ascendancy over all the minor 
independent principalities, were fain to 
tolerate a* variety of abuses which had | 
crept into the Abyssinian church during 
the reign of anarchy, barbarism, and 'con- 
fusion; and, however well they might'have 
felt inwardly disposed to work the reforma-- 
tion of their subjects, they durst not, in the 
infancy of their power, attempt the sup- 
. pr^ion of a custom to which the entire 
populatioi^ of the subjugated districts were 
so strongly wedded. ' Moreover, they had 
begun to follow the example of the Gondar. 
dynasty In respect to the hospitable enter- 
tainment by the crown of ail foreigners 
and strangers ; to which end a large estab- 
lishment being indispensable. for the prep- 
aration of the daily maintenance styled 
‘’dirgo,^’ they considered that the manual 
labor epuld better be performed by slaves 
Beleoted from among the thousands that 
aunually paped through their dominions 
than by their own free'^subjects,. ' 

The meanness and parsimony which 
form part and parcel of the national char- 
acter a.lso doubtless favored this intfodiic- 
tioii of slavery m a domestic institution. 
I he sovereign was sa&ye all things de- 
sirous ol acquiring a reputation for munifi- 


time to pave the road to popularity by re- 
lieving his subjects of tlmt drudgery which 
would have led to an aversion toward visi- 
tors, highly inimical to the royal interests. 
All despotic rulers are prone to greater 
confidence .in the, slave .than in the free- 
man ...and Abyssinian , sophi.stry .: probably ■ 
led the first kings ,of Shoa to 'argue that, 
the end' justifying the means, liospitaMty. 
extended toward strangers aiid pilgrims in 
the land would vindicate in the sight of 
Heaven, the infliction of bitter bondage 
upon, those who at that period, even more 
than at the present day, were execrated 
and abhorred. 

Gnceasing wars, wherein the feudal sub- 
jects of Shoa were personally engaged, 
aferding brief intervals of leisure for agri- 
cultural pursuits, they were not slow in 
imitating the example set' by their mon- 
arch, as well in household slavery as in 
slave polygamy. . Both king and people 
believing that the wretch exported from 
Africa was destined to Christian countries 
beyond the seas,* where the truth of the 
Gospel would be imparted to him ; and 
hence arose the existing law, wdiich per- 
mits tlie slaveholder in Shoa, although 
prohibited under the severest penalties from 
dealing in the flesh and blood of his fellow- 
creatures as a trade, to resell Moliamma- 
dan or Pagan purchases, yvhp obstinately 
refuse to embrace the religion of Ethiopia. 

Slavery among the Galla tribes is cra- 
dled and, nursed. in the unceasing intestine 
feuds of that savage and disorganized peo^ 
pie ; but the circumstances attending its 
existence in Guragife, although resting 
upon the same basis, are somewhat difler- 
ent in character. Since the period that 
the heathen inroads first cut off that Chris- 
tian country from the ancient Ethiopic 
empire, and foes begirt it on all sides hke 
wild beasts prowling for their prey, it has 
been thrown into a position of ‘^peculiar 
misfortune, and would gladly seek repose • 
by placing itself again under the protection 
of- its legitimate sovereign. For this boon 
it has often applied to Sahela Selassie; 
but from motives of prudence lie has net 
chosen to extend . either liis visits or his 
authority beyond the frontier village of 
Aimellele. . 

. Occupying about one and a half degree 
of longitude, by one degree of latitude, 
and swarming with population, Giirague 
is at this moment in a state similar to Pal- 
estine of old, whereof the Scripture saith. 
There was no king in Israel, and every 
man did that which was right in his own 


cence without actually im|^rki||j. the state 1 eyes.” In the absence of a supreme head, 
he felt or 'Community elects its own 
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temporary governor, who is perpetually 
removed by the cabals and caprice ^ of the. 
people. While the Gaik make constant 
predatory inroads from without, anarchy 
reigns within. A iiiiiltitude , of private 
feuds and animosities toss the turbulent ! 
population to and fro like the waves of the 
troubled ocean; and there being no rock 
of refuge — -neither, king nor laws— -it is not 
surprising that every man should stretch 
forth his hand to kidnap his neighbor. 
Among the southern portions especially, 
in the domicile or in the opeu street, the 
stronger seizes upon ^ the weaker. as hk 
bondsman, and disposes* of his body to the 
greedy Mohamniadan dealers, who hover 
round" like a host of hungry vultures, and 
are ever at hand with thefr glittermg gew- 
gaws— the innate love of which induces 
Irother to sell sister, und the parent to car- 
ry her own offspring to the market. 

Annually pouring out many thouspds 
of her sons and daughters in every direc- 
tion, this wretched Christian province, a 
prey to lawless violence, and the theatre 
of every monstrous and detestable crime, 
cries aloud for the extension of -philan- 
thropic measures toward the abolition of 
the traffic which forms the source of her 
overwhelming miseries. Gurague is the 
very hotbed of slavery in Eastern Africa, 
north of the equator ; and it claims the 
earnest attention of all who are interested 
in the suppression of the evil. None of the 
surrounding countries would seem to be 
unvitiated by the baneful influence of the 
slave trade ; and all are sunk in the lowest 
and most grovelling superstition. Susa, 
K.orchassie7 Wollamo, Oambal, with every 
other isolated principality once appended 
to the ancient empire, although still pro- 
fessing the mild tenets of the Christian 
faith, take an active .part in the capture 
"and sal# of their fellow-savages. Villages 
are flred, and the inhabitants seized as they 
fly, in terror from the flames that envelope 
their wigwams; and the a,ged and the 
infirm are butchered, . because unfit for 
drudgery. The newborn babe is torn from 
its parent in the hour of its birth to be ruth- 
lessly immolated at the shrine of the idol ; 
and the shores of Lake Uino are White 
with the bleaching bones of hapless female 
victims, who have been selected from the 
drove for their superior charms, and have 
beeri launched into its depths by the su- 
' perstitious Moslem slave-driver, to propi- 
riate the genius of the. water!'. 
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I ' CHAPTER ' C.XXVII. 

OPERATION OF LEGITBIATE COMMERCE UPON 
■ THE SUAVE - TRADE ' IK NORTHEASTERN 
AFRICA. 

A REVIEW of the nature and actual ex- 
tent of slaver}^ in Christian Ahyssima, 
where the exilefls sold and. purchased — of 
the circumstances attending Ms loss of 
liberty in the countries whence he is stolen 
I and exported— and of the various' causes 
and passions that conspire to favor the 
continuance of the internal! commerce in 
human flesh— leads naturally to the con- 
sideration of a - subject which has long 
formed the theme of splendid parliamentary 
orations by the most eloquent British sena- 
tors, and of masterly discussions by highly 
gifted private philanthropists, who nave de- 
voted their energies to the restitution of the 
lost rights of man, and to the organization, 
of means by which, under God’s blessing, 
to dry up the baneful springs that for so 
many ages have filled to overflowing the 
capacious fountain of African miseij. 
Bondage has been shown to arise in wars 
and intestine feuds, .and to be nurtured by 
evil passions, by avarice, and by worldly in- 
terest. The excitement and delight of the 
foray, the surprise, and the' captivity which 
follows, are by all tribes in Africa regarded 
as the highest themes of their glory. The 
gratification of power, sensuality, and re- 
venge, are difficult of eradication ; and the 
easy though infamous acquisition of pro- 
perty does not readily yield to the usual 
correctives of worldly disorders. The in- 
terests, also, by which the diabolical and 
debasing traffic is supported are not those 
of a few individuals. It is interwoven with 
the government, the commerce, the wantSj 
and the revenues of many natioils. The 
tribe that mourns to-day the loss of its 
yopng men and maidens, is ready on the 
morrow with heart and hand to carry on 
among others the work of captivity ; and 
the victor of one hour may he vanquished 
the next. The kings and rulers of the land 
profit .by the transit of slave caravans 
through their dominions — the countries all 
derive gain from the inhuman barter the 
intermediate clans have each their share 
in the traffic— the merchant on the sea- 
coast drives a most profitable trade — and 
the lazy Arab to whom the wretched be- 
ings are finally consigned, has existed too 
long in a state of utter indolence and in- 
activity, willingly to assist himself in any 
of the ordinary laborious avocations of life. 

Commerce being a school for the im- 
provement of nations, it may safely be an- 
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firimlpfl that the importaBt treaty conclud- 
ed rSeat Britain with the king of Shoa 
will tend to the temporal and intellectual 
advancement of tiie now ignorant and de- 
o-raded natives of the northeastern interior, 
fh proi)ortion to tlie extent of their inter- 
course with enlightened Europeans. The 
supply of foreign manufactures, which the 
African deems" indispensable, has always 
been, and still is,, exclusively in the hands 
of Mohammadaii .merchants, declared slave 
dealers, who will receive human beings 
only in exchange for their wares. A strong 
inducement to^'the discontinuance of the 
traffic will therefore be removed by, the 
visits of men whose tacit example, without 
any declamation against slavery, cannot 
fail to have a beneficial influence upon un- 
tutored races, who have , hitherto been 
taught and compelled to believe that their 
wants cannot be supplied imless through 
the medium of the barter of their fellow- 
creatures. The restoration of .tranquBlity 
to the provinces, v;hich can alone he effect- 
ed by a legal trade, must have the import- 
ant result of putting an end to the expor-' 
tation of slaves, which is here liable not 
only to the same objections as on the west- , 
ern coast, but to the still greater evil, that 
the victims carried away are chiefly Chris- 
tians, who inevitably lose in Arabia not 
only their liberty but also their religion. 

The Mohammadan dealer being solely 
dependent for bis supply of European 
manufactures on the brokers located in 
various parts of the coast — keen, artful, and 
rapacious Banians — ^he must speedily be 
driven from the market by the British mer- 
chant, who will at the same time create 
numberless new wants, to satisfy which the 
native wilfhe goaded to industrious habits. 
The both of people and rulers will 

soon be'^te,ed to comprehend the advan- 
tage to from the cessation of a trade 

which swallows up the flower of the popu- 
lation ; and will open their eyes to the fact, 
that temporal wealth, far from being dimin- j 
ished, as they now believe, by the opera- 
tion of such a measure, would in reality be 
much augmented. They will at the same 
time perceive that ^ the regular supply of 
European trinkets, so inestimable in their 
eyes, depends in a principal measure upon 
the tranquillity of the country *, and si^ce 
slaves are no longer in demand as an arti- 
cle of barter, they will generally be better 
disposed to permit and to bring about that 
state of peace and quietude which is so 
essential to mercantile pursuits. 

, An entrance to coun|rlef now only ac- 
cessible by means of commerce, and at the 
pace of a merchant caravan^ wlti thus be 


afforded, and a friendly understanding fee 
established, which . may be expected to pave 
the way to the introduction of more effect- 
ual measures toward decreasing the supply 
of slaves in the quarters whence they are 
derived. European Commerce convey ino* 
the strongest tacit argument against the 
[ traffic in human flesh, must favor the speedy 
formation of advantageous treaties with 
many native chiefs for its entire suppres- 
sion within their dominions— treaties which 
could not be proposed without prejudice so 
long as the slave trade, deeply rooted, con- 
tinues so intimately connected with the 
habits, pursuits, and* interests of the' whole 
population. Time is of course requisite to 
bring about the consummation desired to 
mercantile enterprise. The avarice of 
some of the more ignorant and degraded 
potentates may long" induce them to retain 
the emoluments arising from the sale of 
their subjects, notwithstanding tlie more 
than equivalent reyenues extended by le- 
gitimate transit duties ; but as establish- 
ments which are now fostered, and fattened 
on the hotbed of slavery become' gradually 
extinguished, tfie nefarious traffic canno't 
fail, in equal proportion, to disappear before 
the golden wand of commerce. 

In all those interior countries to the 
south, whence victims are principally 
drawn through the medium of aggression 
and invasion, the mass of the miserable 
population would hail the advent of Euro- 
pean intervention, toward the preservation 
of their liberty. The Christian would find 
repose beneath the treaty concluded by the 
white man, and the wild Galla would cease 
to have an interest „in the' continual hostili- 
ties, the forays, and the slave hunts, which 
now supply the market whh human beings. 

It might reasonably be conjectured that 
if it be practica-ble to conclude an anti- 
slavery treaty with any African^^ruler, it 
must especially so wjth one professing 
, the tenets of the Christian faith, and who 
I may thus be supposed capable of receiving 
moral arguments — with a despot whose 
every will is law, who is guided chiefly by 
avarice and by self-interest, and who is 
fully aware that the importation of slaves 
has a prejudicial tendency, by the introduc- 
tion among his subjects of heathenish cere- 
monies. Sahela Selassie is already fully 
sensible of the possibility of dispensing with 
slavery as a domestic institution, by the 
'adoption of European machinery, and of the 
practice of other Abyssinian states, where 
money is dispensed to the visitor in lieu 
of dirgo, or daily maintenance. His super- 
kitions may be worked upon with the best 
effect by the fear of entailing the curses 
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axii imprecations of many thousand en« 
slaved fellow-creatures who annually pass 
throiigli his dominions ; and his eyes have 
been opened to the fact that the whole of 
these wretched beings' become converts to 
Mohammadanism — a faith upon which eve- 
ry Abyssinian looks down with abhorrence. 
The same voice that at European interces- 
sion commanded the release of many hun- 
dred Galla prisoners of war could at once 
order the abrogation of domestic slavery 
within the kingdom 5 hut its- abolition be-, 
fore the establishment of British commerce 
shall have rendered his Hia^iesty independ- ^ 
f ent of the slave-dealing Adaiel , wbuld be 

delusive. It would do harm instead of 
doing good ; and while it led to little actual | 
‘ . reduction of human m isery, it would arouse 
^ the worst passions of the ejitire surround- 

ing Molmmmadan population. For Shoa 
is at this moment solely dependent upon 
the Danakil trader, not only for every de- 
scription of foreign merchandise, but also 
for salt, which, besides being one of the 
necessaries of life, here constitutes the 
chief circulating medium of the realm ; 
and the first inducement to the importation 
of this indispensable commodity, is found 
in the great profits derived from the traffic 
in slaves purchased at Abdel Russooi. ■ 
r In Shoa, too, every Christian subject is 

more or less interested in the continuance 
of slave importations ; and notwithstanding 
that the trammels of the despot, who re- 
ceives unbounded homage, render each in 
fact a bondsman, he is in no danger of be- 
ing kidnapped and driven into slavery. No 
one would dare to disobey the royal fiat; 

■ but, involving as it must great personal 
hardship to all, it could not fail to be at- 
tended with universal loss of popularity to 
the monarch. No such difficulty would 
attend the formation of a treaty of suppres- 
sion in thg northern provinces of Christian 
Abyssinia, where slavery in the true ac- 
ceptation of the tejrm has no existence, ex- 
cepting in so far as it is carried on by the 
Moslem traders, of whom both ruler and 
people are comparatively independent. 
Thus in Gondar and Tigre, where domes- 
tic slavery is neither practiced nor advo- 
cated by prince or subject, external 
traffic might readily ‘he crushed, and with 
the greatest advantage, through the friend- 
ly sentiments entertained by the present 
patriarch. * . ’ 

The spiritual influence exerted by Abba 
Salama over the mind of all classes, high 
as well as low — the spell by which he holds 
I his supreme power-^is acknowledged by 

eveiyyprovince^ -however remote, which 
constitutes a remnant of the ancient Ethi- 


opic empire. Access to hitherto sealed 
portions of the interior, by which the ob- 
jects of humanity would not less be for- 
warded than those of commerce, science, 
and geography, can thus readily be obtain- 
ed through his assistance. They offer gold 
in return for the blessings of Christianity 
and civilisation, and are believed to be ac- 
cessible also from the coast of the Indian 
ocean. But it ought not to be forgotten in 
England that, independently of other con- 
siderations, the surest hope of working any 
favorable change in the present degraded 
state of the Abyssinian, church, or of sub- 
stantially promoting the views of philan- 
thropy in Ethiopia Proper, must be consid- 
ered to rest solely upon die good feeling, 
the potent influence, and the professed as- 
sistoce of his holiness the aboon, and that 
one better disposed is not likely ever to fill 
the episcopal throne at Gondar. 


chapter cxxvih. 

COMMEECE WITH THE EASTEEN COAST OP 
■' , AFEICA. '■/'■'■'.r'A"'''' 

The highlands included betwixt Abys- 
sinia and Sie equator are unquestionably 
among the most interesting in Africa, 
whether viewed with reference to their cli- 
mate, their soil, their productions, or their 
population. When the Ethiopic empire . 
extended its sway over the greater part of 
the eastern horn, they doubtless supplied 
myrrh and frankincense . to the civilized 
portions of the globe, together with the 
“sweet cane,” mentioned by the prophets 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, as being brought 
“ from a far country.” The slaW caravan 
still affords a limited outlet to their rich 
produce ; but the people, ignorant and nat- 
urally indolent, are without protection, and , 
they possess no stimulus to industry. Vice 
alone flourishes among them, and their fair 
country forms the very hot-bed of the slave 
trad^. Hence arise wars and predatory 
violence, and hence the injustice and op- 
pression which sweep the fields with des- 
olation — ^bind in fetters the sturdy chil- 
dren of the soil, and qover the population 
with every sorrow, “ with lamentation, and 
mourning, and wo.” 

It has already been remarked that in 
early times, as early probably as the days 
of Moses, the authority of Egypt extended 
deep into the recesses of Africa, and there 
is reason to believe, at later dates, far into 
those countries to the southward of Abyu- 
Mma which fiuni the shores . 
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of the Indian Ocean. The eastern coast, 
■from beyond the Straits of Bab ei Mandeb, 
in all probability as far south as Sofala, the 
Ophir ol' Solomon, was well known to the 
enterpriwsing merchants of Tyre, and to the 
sovereigns of J udea, from the days ot the 
wise son of David downward. In still la- 
ter periods, the conquering Arabs, when 
they had become followers of the false 
prophet, extended their swaj^ over all this 
coast as far as the twenty-fifth degree of 
south latitude. The remains of their pow- 
er, of their comparative civilization, and 
of their religion, are found throughout to 
the present day ; and notwithstanding that 
their rule had greatly declined when the 
Portuguese discovered these parts four hun- 
dred years ago, it w^as still strong and ex- 
teiisi^'e, and constant commercial inter- 
course was maintained with India. 

No portion of the African continent has, 
however, excited less modern interest than 
the eastern coast; and.tliis singular fact 
must, in a principal measure, be attributed 
to the extreme, jealousy with which the 
Portuguese have guarded its approach, and 
withheld the limited information gained 
since the days of Vasco de Gama. “ The 
treasure and the blood of the- metropolis 
have been wasted in wars with the native 
powers, and tlie relations of commerce oil 
eveiry occasion postponed for those of con- 
quest and dominion.”* The illiberal spirit 
of the government, the monstrous cruelty 
of the traflac, and the nature of the system 
pursued, both civil and ecclesiastic, have 
had the natural effect of degrading thosd 
maritime tribes placed in immediate juxta- 
position with the white settlers, and .of 
effectually repelling the more spirited 
and /industrious inhabitants of the high- 
lands, whose prudence and independence 
have bajfied attempted inroads. Many a 
fair seat of peace and plenty, vitiated by 
the operation of the slave trade, has been 
converted into a theatre of war and blood- 
shed ; and the once brilliant establishments 
reared by the lords of India and Guinea, 
now scarcely capable of resisting the ^at- 
tacks of undisciplined barbarians, here, as 
elsewhere, exhibit but the wreck and shad- 
ow of their former vice-regal splendor. 

Although free to ail nations, ihe.eastern 
coast, from Sofala to Cape Guardufoi, has in 
later years been little frequented by any, 
save the e^terprisihi^ American, whose 
star-spangled banner is to be seen waving 
to the breeze m parte where 'others wouil 
not deign to tmmc; and who,, being thus 
.the poneer to new countries, reaps the 


lucrative harvest which they are almost 
sure to afford. English ships from India 
have occasionally visited the southern ports 
for^ cargoes of ivory and ambergris, but the 
trade being yet in its infancy, "admitted of 
little routine ; and in the absence of any 
rival, the . imam of Muscat' is, ..witli his 
daily-increasing territories, fast establish- 
ing a lucrative monopoly, from,, Mombas 
and Zanzibar. 

In most of the interior countries lying 
opposite to tills coast to the south of Shoa, 
the people unite with an inordinate passion 
for trinkets and finery a degree of wealth 
which must favor an extensive sale of Eu- 
ropean commodities. In Eiiarea, Caffa, 
Gourague, Koocha, and Susa, especially, 
giass-wmre, false jewelry, beads, cutlery, 
blue calico, long cloth, chintz, and Other 
linen manufactures, are in universal de- 
mand. That their wants are neither few 
nor trifling may be satisfactorily ascertain- 
ed from the fact that the sum of 96,0001, 
the produce of the slave trade from the 
ports of Berbera, Zeyia, Tajura, and Mas- 
sowah, is only one . item of the total amount 
annually invested in various foreign goods 
and manufactures, which are readily dis- 
posed of even at the present price of the 
monopolist; who being generally a trader 
of very limited capital, may be concluded 
to drive an extremely hard bargain for his, 
luxurious wares. 

It would be idle to speculate upon the 
hidden treasures that may be in store for 
that ad\’^nturous spirit who shall success- 
fullyperform the quest into these coy re- 
gions — for time and enterprise can alone 
reveal them. But it is notorious that gold 
and gold dust, ivory, civet, and ostrich 
feathers, peltries, spices,* wax, and pre- 
cious gums, form a part Of the lading of 
every slave caravan, notwithstanding that 
a tedious transport over a iong(«,nd cTrcuit- 
ous ro ate presents many serious difficulties j 
and that the overreaching disposition of the 
Indian Banian and of the Arab merchant, 
who principally divide the spoils on the 
coast of Abyssinia, offer a very far from 
adequate reimbursement for the toil and la- 
bor of transportation. 

No quarter of the globe abounds to a 
greater extent in vegetable and mineral 
productions than tropical Africa ; and in 
tlie populous, fertile, and salubrious por- 
tions lying immediately north of the equa- 
tor, the very higl'iest capabilities are pre- 
sented for the employment of capital, and 
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the development of Britk-li industry. Goal presumed navigable access to the interior, 
has already been fomul though at too great the contiguity to British Indian posses- 
a distance inland to render it of any ser- sions, and the proximity of some of the 
vice without water communication ; but finest hari»ors in the world, all combine 
the fossil doubtless exists in positions the inducements to the merchant, who, at tlie 
most favorable for the supply of the steam- hands even of the rudest nation, may be 
ers employed in the navigation of the Red certain of a cordial \velcome. 

Sea. Colton of a quality unrivalled in the If, at a very moderate calculation, a sum 
whole world, is everywhere a w’oed. and falling little short of 100, 000 sterling can 
might be cultivated to any requisite extent be annually invested in European goods 
The coffee which is sold in, Arabia as the to supply the wants of some few of the 
preduee of Mocha is chiefly of wild Afri- poorer tribes aidjacent to Abyssinia ; and 
can growth ; and that species of the tea- if the tedious and perilous land Journey 
planfo’ which is used by the lower orders of can. be thus braved with profit to the native 
the Chinese flourishes so widely and with so peddler, what important results might not 
little care, that the climate to which it is indi- be anticipated from well-directed efforts, 
genous would doubtless be found well adapt- by such navigable access as would appear 
ed for the higher-flavored and more delicate to be promised by the river Gochoh ? The 
species so prized for foreign exportation. throwing into the very heart of the coun- 
Every trade must be important to Great try now pillaged for slaves a cheap and 
Britain which will absorb manufactured ample supply of the goods most coveted, 
goods and furnish rav? material in return, must have the effect of excluding the Mo- 
Mercantile interests on the eastern coast hammadan rover who has so long preyed 
might therefore quickly be advanced by upon the sinews of the people and this 
teaching the natives to have artificial foundation judiciously, built upon by the 
%vants, and then instructing them in what encouragement of cultivation in cotton and 
manner those wants may be supplied other indigenous produce, could not fail to 
through the cultivated productions of the rear upon the timid barter of a rude peo- 
soil. The present is the moment at which pie the superstructure of a. vast commerce, 
to essay this ; and so proraising'a field for At a period when the a,ttentioa of the 
enterprise and speculation ought no longer majority of world, and of eve- 

to be neglected or overlooked. The po- ry well-wisher to the more sequestered 
sition of the more cultivated tribes inland, members of the great family of mankind 
the love of finery displayed by all, the cli- is so energetically directed toward the re- 
mate, the productions, the capabilities, the moval of the impenetrable veil tfiat hangs 

Cymfli Is a siuub very extensively cultivated both in mterioi, and fostors in itS dark 

Sboa and in the countries adjacent. . It is in general use tOlQS tne most flagrant existing SlU agaiflSt 
among the inhabitants as a substitute for tea, which in nature 'and humanity, it COuId not fail to 
, alhts properties and fiuahties, It closely resembles. The i ■ i i 4. t 

plant is’ said to have been brought originally from the enilliontly honorabio tO tllOSO whOj 

•western mountains, of which the elevation being from ^ by a Well-directed enterprise, should SUC- 

cessfally overcome, the obs;aolee^h 

not exceed 60'^ Fahrenheit, in a light gravelly soil it presented DJ tlie dlStailCB, the climate; and 

’ “}f .t-eing the barbarity of the continent of Africa. 

jilueked during the dry season, and well dried m the +• j ,1 j . .. - 

sun, fetch fro1^^ one peiuiy to two ponce the pound, lasting lame, and til© admiration of 
They are either chewed, or* boiled in milk, or infused in after ages, are not the only rewards ex- 
walor: and by the addition of honey a pleasrmtbeve- tended bV the uroiepf A rich mPrrnnf-ilA 
rage is produced, which, being bitter and stimulative, tne project, ii licn merCdnilie 

dispels sleep if used to excess. harvest IS assuredly in store for Miose wlio 

unlock the portals of the Eastern 

with those of the yerba mate, recently introduced into a. j -l n ^ j 

.England from Brazil and Par aguay. It is already ^.nd , Shall spread navigation upon 

known under the appellation of “ Ceiastrus eduiis,” and Waters' that liave heretofore been barren. 

belongs to Penfnindia Monogynia Lbine, and to the 
natural family of Celastrine£o,’or to that sub-family of 
the llhanuica', which have in the dower the stamens 
aiternatiiig with the iietals. The family of Khanineie, 
luineiy, the genus llhamnus itself, supplies to the poor- 
er classes in China a sidistitute for tea, and is known 
under the name of Rluimnus Theezaus, L* 

The chaat may thus be characterized : — • 

Frutex iiiermis : foliis oppositis, petiolatis, obiongia, 
serratodentatis, glabris. Calyx minimus, persistens. Pe- 
talauS, Stamina 5-petalis altcriiantia. Fructus super- 
U3, oblonge baccatus, 5-locuIaris, polyspermus, vel abor- 
tive monospennus, Inflorescentia axillaris, cyraosa : 

Cymi dichotome stipulati. 

The plant supplying the Paraguay tea is a species of 
Ilex,' and belongs to the same familv of Celastrineas, 
sub-order Aquifoliace®., " ‘ ' i 


G H AFTER, CX XI ,X.. 

NAVIGATlOr? OF THE BIVEE , GOOHOB. 

To accomplish the freedom of Africa, 
were it practicable to do so, before her 
sons shall have become qualified to use 
their liberty Tor the advantage of society, 
would be to confer, not a boon, but a curse. 
To put down the foreign slave trade, 
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out first devising honest occupation for a 
dense, idle, and mischievous population, 
would seal the death-warrant of every 
captive who, under tlie present system, is 
preserved as saleable booty. Hence it 
must be admitted, without a dissenting 
voice, that to inculcate industry and to ex- 
tend cultivation by voluntary labor, are in- 
dispensable stepping-stones toward the 
ultimate amelioration of a people who do 
not at present possess the elements tor ex- 
tended commerce. To create these would 
be to change the destinies of the negro, 
by including him within the league of the 
rights of man; and habits of industry 
must rapidly raise him from savage igno- 
rance to tliat state of improvement which 
is essential to fit him for the privileges of 
a freeman. 

Although peopled by one hundred and 
fifty millions of souls, the present exports 
of Africa do not equal in value those of 
Cuba, with only twelve hundred thousand 
inhabitants. This limited ^ commerce and 
the nature of the commercial system have 
long been, and still are, among the chief 
causes of her misery and thraldom. Few, 
if any, of the commodities bartered with 
other nations are the production of capital, 
labor, or industry ; and in the mind's of the 
whole population, the ideas of prosperity 
and of a slave trade are therefore insepa- 
rable. But if all that is, coveted could be 
placed within honest reach in 'exchange 
for the produce of the soil, the hands 
which should cultivate it will never after- 
ward be sold. 

‘‘Legitimate commerce,” writes Sir 
Fowell Buxton, “ would put down .the 
slave trade, by demonstrating the superior 
value of man as a laborer on the soil, to 
man as an object of merchandise. If con- 
ducted on wise and equitable principles, it 
might be the precursor, or rather the. at^ 
tendant,of civilization, peace, and Chris- 
tianity to the unenlightened, warlike, and 
' heathen tribes, who now so fearfully prey 
upon each other to support the slave 
markets of the New World ; and a com- 
mercial system upon ju’st, liberal, and com- 
prehensive principles, which guarded the 
native on the one hand, and secured pro- 
tection to the honest trader on the other, 
would therefore confer the richest bless- 
ings on a country so long desolated and 
degraded by its intercourse with the basest 
and most iniquitous portion of mankind.” 

The average cost of a seasoned slave 
in Cuba is sterling ; but it has been 
*:f,een that in Enarea and other parts of the 

■ Srior he may be purchased for ten 
ces of salt, equivalent to two shillings 


and a penny— for a pair of Birmingham 
scissors, or even for a few ells of blue 
calico. Hence it is only fair to infer that 
the hire of the freemen would be in the 
same ratio ; and if so, it must be sufficient- 
ly obvious that this cheap labor, applied to 
a soil not less productive than that of the 
most favored countries in the world, must 
enable Africa to raise tropical produce that 
will beat in every market to which it may 
be introduced. 

Able advocates’ of the cause of human- 
ity have upon these grounds clearly dem- 
onstrated that, in order to suppress com- 
pletely the foreign traffic in human flesh, 
it is only necessary .to raise, in' any more 
commanding and accessible point, which 
affords the readiest outlet, sugar, coffee, 
and cotton, and to throw these yearly 
into the market of the world, already ful- 
ly supplied by expensive slave labor. The 
creation of this cheap additional produce 
would so depress the price current in ev- 
ery other quarter, that the external slave 
trade .would no longer, be profitable, and it 
would therefore cease to exist. 

The baneful climate of Africa is the ob- 
stacle which has hitherto opposed the in- 
troduction of agriculture, by precluding 
the permanent residence of those born 
under a happier sky ; and the chief object 
in seeking geographical information has 
been to discover some point whence the 
object may be accomplished with safety. 
That point is presented in the nqrth-east- 
erm coast, where, from no great distance 
inland to an unknown extent, the sponta- 
neous gifts of nature are franscendently 
abundant — ^the people are prepaxed by^ 
misfortune to welcome civilized assistance 
— ^the soil 'is fertile and productive, and 
the climate, alpine and salubrious, is high- 
ly congenial to the European constitution. 

All these countries are believed to be 
accessible from the Juba, more commonly 
called the Govind, which is said to rise in 
Abyssinia, and to be navigable in boats 
for three months from its mouth. Its m- 
houchure is in the territories of the friend- 
ly sheikhs of Brava, seven in number, the 
hereditary representatives of seven Arab 
brothers, who were first induced to settle 
on that part of the coast by the lucrative 
trade in grain, gold, ambergris, ivory, rhi- 
noceros’ horns, and hippopotamus’ teeth. 

* They were formerly under the protection 
of Portugal ; but qven the remembrance 
of that state of things has nearly passed 
away from the present generation. From 
Mombas, which is the most northern pos- 
session of Syyud Syyud, the imam of 
Muscat, the coast as far as the equator is 
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in occupation of the Sohilis, a quiet and interested in the speedy suppression of the 
intelligent race of Moorish origin, and traffic in human beings, 
thence to Zeyia, which is now in the No beneficial change can ever he an- 
liands of Sheikli Ali Sliemiarki, the en- ticipated so long as the population of the 
tire population is Somauli.* The climate interior remain cut off from all communi- 
even so far south as Mombas is notorious*^ cation with enlightened nations — so long 
ly good ; and the government affords a not as they are visited only by the mercenary 
less striking contrast to that of the west- rover, and are hemmed in by fanatic pow- 
ern coast, where the regions in corres- ers, whose object, whose policy, and whose 
ponding latitudes are subject to bloody business it is to encourage so monstrous a 
despotism, such as is submitted to by none practice. The Mohammadans are not only 
but*the direst savages. traders for the sake of slaves almost exclu- 

Measures at once profitable, simple, and sively, but they are, as respects the greater 
effective, might therefore be adopted by portion of interior Africa, jealous, reckless, 
the purchase or rent of land on this river, commercial rivals. It is not, therefore, 
v/hicli is conjectured to be the Gochob, and surprising that they should exert all the 
would seem to promise easy access to the influence which they possess from the 
very hotbed of slavery. It has been well combination of avarice, ignorance, ijreju- 
remarked by Mr. M’Queen, in his Geo- dice, and religion, t,o exclude foreign influ- 
grapMcal Survey, that ‘‘rivers are the ence ; and without roads, or any efficient 
roads in the torrid zone;” and should the means for the conveyance of heavy mer- 
stream now under consideration fortunate- chandise, it is not to be expected that the ig- 
ly prove fitted for navigation, the introduc- noraiit despot of the interior will ever think 
tion through its means of the essential of making his slaves or his subjects culti- 
requisites to the happiness and the eman- vate produce of great bulk and laborious 
cipation of the now oppressed continent, carriage, in order to procure in exchange 
could not fail to confer the most inestima- articles which he requires, while with very 
ble advantages. trifling labor and still more trifling expense, 

The power of Abyssinia, once so ex- they can be driven even to the most remote 
tended in this quarter, was known even to market, and there sold or exchanged, 
the Delta of the Niger. It was from the But few people are more desirous or 
sovereigns of Benin that the Portuguese more capable of trading than the ‘ natives 
first heard of the glories of “ Prester John of Africa *, and the facility' with which fac- 
and as it is quite certain that a communi- tories might be formed is sufficiently proved 
cation did formerly exist, “ by a journey of by the reception heretofore experienced in 
twenty moons,” through the countries in various parts of thacoEtinent. Abundance 
the upper course of the Egyptian Nile, of land now unoccupied could be purchased 
there seems no reason to doubt that it or rented at a mere nominal rate, in posi- 
might not be readily renewed. Of the tions where the permanent residence of the 
salubrity of the regions in which all these white man would be hailed with universal 
streams take their source, no question can joy, as contributing to the repose of tribes 
, be entertained. Ptolemy Euergetes, when long harassed and persecuted. The serf- 
sovereign of Egypt, penetrated to the most would seek honest employment in the field, 
southern }}#ovinces of Ethiopia, which he and the chiefs of slave-dealing states, glad- 
conquered ; and he has described his pas- ly entering into any arrangement for the 
sage to have been effected, in^ some parts, introduction of wealth and finery, would, 
over moiuitains deeply covered with snow, after the establislunent of agriculture, no 
Those portions of the continent which longer find their interest in the flood of 
are blessed with the finest climate, and human victims, which is now. annually 
with the largest share of natural gifts, and poured through tlie highlands of Abyssinia, 
which teem with a population long ravaged To descant, therefore, upon the import- 
by the inroads of the kidnapper, must be ance hf such a communication as the Go- 
of all others the most capable of bringing chob may prove to the countries in which 
to maturity, the seeds which can alone it is situated, or with which it promises an 
form the elements of future prosperity, easy access, would be a w^ork of superero- 
And what nation is better qualified to con- gation. Much has been written, and great 
fer such inestimable gifts, or more likely praise most justly bestowed, upon the 
to profit by them, when judiciously bestow- policy which has seen, in many a barba- 
ed, than Great Britain ? The most civil- rous location, the future marts of a bound- 
ized nations are those which possess the less and lucrative commerce-— -the centres 
deepest interest in the spread of civiliza- whence its attendant blessings, knowledge, 
tion, and none more than herself are deeply civilization, and wealth, would radate 
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aiBjong^ savas'f’ hordes. Here are no des- 
erts, blit nations already prepared for im- 
provement. and countries gifted by nature 
with a congenial climate and with a bound- 
less oxteiif of virgin soil, where the indigo 
ami the tea- plant iionrish spontaneously, 
niid wdiere the growth of the sugar-cane | 
and of every other tropical production may , 
be cariecl to an uiiliinited extent — regions 
producing grain in vast superabundance, 
and rich in valuable staples — cotton, coffee, 
spices, ivory, gold-dust, peltries, and drugs 
— all, in factrthat is requisite to impart 
value and activity to exchange. ■ But al- 
though thus surrounded by natural wealth, 
and placed within reach of atliiience and 
happiness, the denizens of these favored 
regions imperatively require tlie fostering 
care of British protection, to become either 
prosperous, contented, or free. ! 



CPI AFTER ^CXXX. • 

THE SECOND WINTER IN SHOA. 

During another dreary season of rain, 
and of mist, and of heavy fog, which had 
now set in, the lance and the shield of the 
Christian had been suspended in the dark 
windowless hall, and the war-steed ranged 
loose over the swampy meadow. For three 
long months which were passed at Anko- 
ber in the preparation of these volumes, 
swollen and rapid toi-rents had brawled 
through the manifold rocky chasms that 
divide the village-crested pinnacles of Shoa 
— chiding as they rolled along the barriers 
that thus presumed to circumscribe their 
fury. Every hollow footpath had been con- 
verted into a muddy stream, and each deep 
valley, embosomed among the rugged 
mountains, had become a morass impassa- 
ble to the equestrian. Within the memory 
of the oldest inhabitant, the floods had never 
continued longer nor with greater violence. 
Morning after morning the heavy white 
clouds still clung above tlie .saturated me- 
tropolis ; and the torrents, ever tumbling 
into' the plain over the mountain-side, 
caused the swollen Ha wash to exceed its 
serpentine banks, until the lowlands for 
many miles on either side were covered 
with a broad sheet of inundation. 

Meanwhile few events occurred to hrea^k 
the diurnal monotony. Extensive pecula- 
tions of the public revenues on the part of 
the if mmiicM governor of Alio Amba, had 
led, iwt, to his iinpriwmment' in-the ^mdi 
^ under the watehfulTeyeof Wolda Hana, 
J ‘Wtiiiwrwiimlly to his being pro^ 


perty, and turned forth upon the ivide world 
a beggar. Abdel Yonag, the Hurrur con- 
sul who possessed in eminent perfection 
the arts of fawning and flattery, had durino' 
the rnlerre^nwm turned his siibtilty to g-ood 
account in the promotion of an msatfable 
j taste for power and inlrigue. He was for- 
I mally nominated to the vacant post ; and 
I toward the close of .Tuly, when the whole 
'of the Adaiel' and, Hurrur rufliaiis, then 
, 'resident in the market-town, obtained their 
' anniiai audience of the, king, the. wily dd, 
slave-dealer, duly girded with the- silver 
badge of office and authority,, occ.upiedThe' 
disgraced' governor's seat at the iootstool,, 
of the 'throne.' , ,, 

Armed w^ith creese, arid spear, and shield.,, 
the kilted band whirled howling into the 
court-yard, performing their savage war- 
dance. The precincts of the palace rang 
to their wild yells ; and the vivid panto- 
mime of throat-cutting and disembowel- 
nieiit was enacted to "'the life, in all its 
pleasing varieties. Moai ! moot 1 moot r 
shouted each prevailing warrior of note, 
shaking his sun-blanched locks, and omin- 
ously quivering his 'heavy lance,, as he 
sprang in turn to the front, lor the approval 
of the Christian monarch. “Is he dead ? 
Is he dead Burdhoo I Burdhoo ! 

you’ve slain him! you’ve slain him !” re- 
turned the turbaned peddler, facetiously 
clapping his bands on behalf of his royal 
patron— ‘‘ /zoo / Burdhoo I'' and ere 
the hero of this gratifying applause had 
retired, another and anofher brave had 
commenced his vaunting exhibition in front 
of the sable ranks, or was in the act of rip- 
ping up the foe who in inock conflict had 
sprung like a tiger across his adversary’s 
loins, to grasp him as in a vice betwixt ilie 
muscles of his thighs. The court-buflbon 
was meanwhile diligently plying his occu- 
pation, by capering through the rAnlvS with 
his unsheathed reaping-hook, and chatter- 
ing in ludicrous imitation of the Moslem 
barbarians— his successful mimicn; elicit- 
ing shouts of applause, notwillistanding 
that the reality, as enacted in the Iiot vat- 
leys below, had, on more occasions than 
one, been calculated to leave no very agree- 
able recollections in the mind of the^m- 
liara audience. 

At the motion of the herald, the assem- 
bled warriors now squatted their meagre, 
wiry forms before the raised alcove, each 
resting u|)on his spear-staff, and peering 
oyer his shield, according to the undevij^ 
ting custom of the Bedouin savage. **Afe 
you all well? Are you well ? Are you 
quite well ?” repeated the dragoman who 
interpreted Ms majesty’s saktatioas, «Are 
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yoir wives and all your ciiiidren Iiappy, 
and are- your honses prosperous? Have 
your flocks and your herds multiplied, and, 
are yoiir fields and your pastures covered 
with plenty ?"’ '^Humdu lillahl Himidii 
nViah ‘‘ Praise he unto God P* was the 
unvarying reply. “ How are you, and how 
have yon -been? We are the friends of 
Woosen Soggiid, your father, who ruled 
before you, and we will always;: deal with 
you as . our fathers' dealt with: your -fathers 
who are now dead. , We are,: near .neigh- 
bors, May Allah, keep -our people and their 
children’s chlHre.n at- peace: the, one with- 
the other!” Cloths, were, now. prese,nted. 
to tlie principal men, and oxen having been 
apportioned to their retainers, each rose in 
turn, and patted the extended hand of the 
monarch with his open palm ; one atrocious j 
old ruffian who concluded the ceremony 
raising Iiimself in his sandals, and grasp- 1 
ing the royal fingers so firmly that he had I 
nearly succeeded in plucking him from his ! 
elevated throne. ■ i 

His majesty, although obviously little 
pleased at the rough practical joke, took it 
in good part, no doubt inwardly congratu- 
lating himself upon the happy termination 
of the wild levee. It had been fully illus- 
trative of the tact and diplomatic sagacity 
employed in the' maintenance of ascend- 
ency. over the more intractable portion of 
his nominal subjects, and in the cultivation 
of amicable political relations with the 
neighboring states. Wuiasma Mohammad, 
as his chief agent, sat in regal dignity on 
this important occasion, and his dragoman, 
a native of Argobba, was the medium of 
communication. The throat of this man 
exhibited from ear to ear a conspicuous 
seam, pointed out by the bystanders as the 
work of his own hands. Great, indeed, 
must have been the desperation which at 
the present day could impel such an at- 
tempt at selT-destrUctipn oirthe frontiers 
of Shoa. One mile beyond, in any direc- 
tion, would of a surety supply numbers of 
volunteers for the task, from among those 
whose throat- cutting ' proficiency , had so" 
creditably been displayed during the, recent 
'pantomime I ■ ■ 

.Early In the month of August, 'the festi- 
. val of Peisata brought a. ..repetition 'of the- 
customary skirm.ishes' between'' the .town’s 
people and the slave'-establisliment of the ' 
king. For the edification of a numerous 
concourse of spectators, the miry lane -lead- 
ing- to the church of “"Our Lady ” was at- 
tacked and defended with heavy clubs shod 
with rings of iron ; and after 'a severe' con- 
flict, the servile invaders were finally driven; 
from the Mi, with Mood streaming from nu- 


merous broken heads, which were brought 
to the residency to be repaired. During^ 
the fortnight’s fast that ensued in celebra- 
tion of the Assumption, the rough diver- 
sion was frequently repeated, and absti- 
nence from food appeared to have soured 
the temper of the entire population. On 
the sncceeding- festival of the Transfigu- 
ration, styled “Defira Tabor,” the capital 
was iiluminated. While boys, carrying 
flambeaux, ran singing through the streets, 
every dwelling displayed such a light as 
its inmates could affords — ^none, liowevei’y 
of the old cotton rags besmeared with im- 
pure bees- wax, shining very luminously 
through the thick drizzling vapor that 
W’rapped the cold hill jn its clammy em- 
brace. 

One of the principal of the royal store- 
houses at Channoo, on the frontier, was at 
this period struck by lightning, and totally 
burnt to the ground. The king, as usual 
was keeping the fast at Machalwans, and 
thither, according to" custom, every noble 
and governor in the land flocked to offer 
condolence. Many were the long faces on 
the road, for the greatest consternation per- 
vaded all classes ; and the fat Wuiasma in- 
particular, on his way to break the dismal 
tidings to his despotic master, having the 
Gons^uences of the late conflagration at 
Woti still fresh in his ’ recollection, was 
observed to be in a state of extreme men- 
tal perturbation and: anxiety. 

Alas !” exclaimed the king, when his 
British guests contributed tlieir mite of 
consolatidn'— Alas ! that magazine was 
built . ty my ancestor. Emmaha Yasoos. It 
measured six hundred cubits in length, and 
ninety spans in breadth, and it was piled 
with salt to the very roof. There is no 
salt in my country. I feared a rupture 
with the Adaiel who. bring it from below, 
and I therefore stored up large quantities 
that my people might never want. Now 
the lightning has taken all ; but who can 
repine ?— for it was the will of God.” 


CHAPTEE. ,C,X,X,XI. _ 

THE GOTHTC HALL. 

The models and plans of palaces that 
had been from time to time prepared, had 
imparted to the king a new architectural 
impulse ; and after much deliberation with 
himself, he had finally come to the reso- 
lution -of expending the timber requisite 
towardi-the-ereetion of a chaste Gothic’edi^ 
'fice. ^ the sdeelieE.of Me design Mu 
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‘jmfl.jfisty displs-ys^ iinlooksii for tsst© j ^for 
although «is 3. p6nni9-ii iiis t&loiits r8.nk im* 
measurably in advance of the most accom- 
plished of "his scriveners, hfs skill as an 
artist has proved very circumscribed. ^ It 
was nearly exhausted in tlie delineation of a 
nondescript bird, perched upon a tree-top, 
and did with difSculty extend to the one- 
legged fowler, gun-in-hand, who was con- 
jectured to be planning its destruction. 
Likenesses of the court favorites were fre- 
quently executed at the royal desire, and. 
invariably acknowledged with much mer- 
riment ; but, although repeatedly urged, no 
persuasion could induce the despot to sit 
for his own portrait, from a firm belief in 
the old superstition, that whosoever should 
possess it, could afterward deal with him 
as he listed. 

You are writing a book,” he remarked 
on one occasion, with a significant glance 
— « I know this, because I never inquire 
what you are doing that they do not tell 
me you are using a pen, or gazing at the 
heavens. This is a good thing, and it 
pleases me. You will speak favorably of 
myself; hut you shall not insert my por- 
trait, as you have done that of the king of 
Zingero.” 

The Abyssinians have from time imme- 
morial expended an entire tree in the re- 
duction to suitable dimensions of^ every 
beam or plank employed in their primitive 
habitations ; and it is not therefore surpris- 
ing that his majesty should have’ been equal- 
ly delighted and astonished at the economy 
of time, labor, and material attending the 
use of the cross-cut saw. From age to age, 
and generation to generation, the Ethiopian 
plods on like his forefathers, without even 
a desire for improvement. Iguoranoe and 
indolence confine him to a yarrow eircle 
of observation from which he is afraid to 
move. Strong prejudices are arrayed 
against the' introduction of novelties, and 
eternal reference is made to ancestral cus- 
tom. But in a country where the absence 
of forest is so remarkable and inconvenient, 
the advantages extended by this novel im- 
plement of handicraft was altogether unde- 
niable. “ You English are indeed a strange 
people,” quoth tlie monarch, after the first 
plank had been fashioned by the European 
escort. “ I do not understand your stories 
of the road in your country that is dug be- 
low the waters of a river, nor of the car- 
riages that gallop without horses ; but . you 
are a strong people, and employ wonderful 
inventions.” 

Meanwhile the platform required for the 
new building advanced slowly to comple- 
tion. The crowd of applicants for justice 


who daily convened before tlie tribunal of 
“ the four chairs ” were pressed into the 
service ; and when his majesty returned 
from an excursion in the meadow, the en- 
i tire cortege might be seen carrying each a 
stone before his saddle in imitation of the 
royal example. Early one morning ar- 
rived a message from the impatient despot 
to announce that the day being auspicious, 
he was desirous of seeing one post at least 
erected without delay. Greatly to his sat- 
isfaction the door frames were simultane- 
ously raised ; and it being ascertained tliat 
the sub-conservator of forests had neglect- 
ed to make the requisite supplies of timber, 
the delinquent was, with his wife and fam- 
ily, sentenced to vacate his habitation forth- 
with, and to bivouac suh diw during twenty 
days upon the Angollala meadow— a pun- 
ishment not unfrequently inflicted for venial 
derelictions of duty, and attended during 
the more inclement seasons with no ordi- 
nary inconvenience. 

But the endless succession of holydhys, 
during which no work can be performed, 
interfered in a much greater degree with 
the completion of the rising structure — it 
being superstitiously imagined that any 
portion of a work erected on the festival 
of a saint, with the aid of edged tools, will 
infallibly entail a curse from above. 
little delay arose also from the whims and 
caprices of his majesty, who could never 
satisfy himself that the -doors and windows 
occupied the proper places— his jdeas on 
this subject wandering perpetually to the 
ruins of a certain palace on the banks of 
. the Nile, which he had visited while hunt 
ing the wild buffalo. “ It 'll- overgrown 
- with trees and bushes,” was t|e lucid de- 
scription given, “and it has tWo. hundred 
windows, and four hundred pillars of stone, 
and none can tell whence it came.” 

At length the Gothic hall was complete. 
It had been amusing in the •^interim to 
watch the progress making immediately 
below the palace by an iinfortimate gun- 
man of the body-guard, who, whensoeve.r 
the vigilant eye of the church permitted, 
would add to the frail wall of his circular 
-dwelling a few layers of loose stone, which 
with his own single labor he had collected 
in the meadow. But each morning’s’ dawn 
revealed to his sorrowing eyes some moiv 
strous breach in the unstable fabric, which, 
like Penelope’s web, was never nearer to 
completion. The novel style of architec- 
ture introduced by the Gyptzis, so immeas- 
urably superior in elegance, stability, and 
comfort, to anything before witnessed in 
Shoa, and combining all these recommen- 
. dations with so limited an* expenditure of 
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material, afforded an undeniable contrast to 
the 'adjacent tottering pile npon vaults 
wbereon three years of la'bor had been vain- 
ly expended. Beyond the rude fabrics of 
the neighboring states, where the more 
common manufactures have attained a 
somewhat higher cultivation, the palace of 
. the king can boast of no embelirshment 
saving the tawdry trappings which deco- 
rate the throne — gaudy tapestries of crim- 
son velvet loaded with massive silver orna- 
ments, but ill in keeping with the clumsy 
mud walls to which they are appended, and 
serving to render the latter still more in- 
congruous by so striking a contrast. But 
the new apartments were furnished after 
the model of an English cottage oratVand 
with tlieh couches,, ottomans, carpets, 
chairs, tables, and curtains, had assumed 
an aspect heretofore irnknown in Abys- 
sinia. “ I shall turn it into a chapel,” quoth 
his majesty, accosting Abba Ragiiel, and 
patting the little dwarf familiarly upon the 
back — “ What say you to that plan, my 
father?” 

As a last finishing touch, were suspend- 
ed in the centre hall a series of large col- 
ored engravings, which the cathedral of 
Saint Michael might well have envied, for 
they represented 3ie chase of the tiger in 
all its varied phases. The domestication 
of the elephant, and its employment , in 
war, or in the pageant, had 'ever proved a 
stumbling-block to the kin^, who all his 
life had been content to reside in a house 
boasting neither windows nor chimneys ; 
and. who reigned not in the days when 
the NeguS, arrayed in the barbaric pomp‘ 
of gold chains, 'collars, and bracelets, and 
surrounded by his nobles and musicians/ 
gave audience to the embassador of 
tinian seated in the open field upon Xlofty 
chariot, drawn by four elephants shperbly 
caparisoned.”"^ The grotesque appearance 
of the “ hugest of beasts” in. his hunting 
harness, struck the chord ofjt' new idea. 
will have a number caugt’it on the Robi,” 
he exclaimed, ^‘that yqa' may tame them, 
and that I too may ride' upon an elephant 
before I die.” A iVorite governor from a 
remote frontier province was standing 
meanwhile with his finger to his mouth, 
gazing in mute amazement at the .wonders 
■Before him. ''' This place is not suited for 
the occupation of man,” he at length ex- 
claimed, in a reverie of surprise, as the 
monarch ceased : “ this is a palace design- 
ed only for the residence of the Deity, 
and of Sahela Selassie.’’ ■ 
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CHAPTER CXXXII. 

THE “EEO KEX OF EFAT” IN TRIBITLATION. ^ 

• ALTHOtToh finding small reason to be 
flattered with the first reception experien-^;, 
ced ill the kingdom of Shoa, at the hands' 
of a Christian ruler who had sought alli- 
ance with Great Britain, it was neverthe- 
less matter of notoriety that no previous 
visitor had, under any circumstances, been 
treated with one hundreth part of the same 
courtesy and condescension, or had expe- 
rienced such unequivocal, marks of confi- 
dence and favor. Formed on the most 
liberal scale, and supplied with all that can 
make suOh a country splendid and*impo- 
i sing, the embassy had, from the very first, 
been admitted to terms of perfect equality 
with the haughty despot. No veil had 
been thrown over the deep-rooted enmity 
of the bigoted and powerful priesthood, 
who, to serve their own sinister purposes, 
cunningly contrived to construe the costly 
gifts of the British Government into trib- 
ute to the illustrious descendant of the 
house of Solomon ; but the assertion car- ’ 
ried its own refutation. In a weak moment 
Comus Unquies, ‘‘ the king’s strong monk,” 
so far forgot the dignity due to his station, 
as to barter his bishop’s staff to the heretic. 
Gyptzis' for a pair of Birmingham scissors ! 
European medicines had rescued three 
thousand' patients from the jaws, of death ; 
and improved intercourse with the men- 
arch, finally dispelled the jealousy created 
in a sitef^ieious breast by the treasonable 
desigfis imputed to the foreign visitors, 
who #ere found to have brought no usur- 
per in a box; and to entertain designs, 
neither upon the . sceptre nor . upon the 
church of Ethiopia, f 
The opposition of inimical functionaries 
dressed in fleeting authority had involved 
the necessity of enduring, without any 
display of , vexatiori, numberless persecu- 
tions, trifling perhaps in themselves, but 
amounting in the aggregate to more than 
martyrdom. Pew of the commands issued 
were obeyed so much in the spirit as to 
the letter. although doubtless sig- 

nifying assent, did not always bring com- 
pliance witli even the most trifling appli- 
cation for .assistance. The king was too 
polished ’to say “ No,” when he had in- 
wardly resolved ^to do nothing ; and an 
uneducated desj^ot, who has never known 
any law but his own absolute will, and 
who lives for himself alone ; who consid- 
ers and claims as his property everything 

^i. e. “Yes” 
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in ttie country over which he wields the 
arbitrary scoptrc; aad whose only idea of 

wealtli. power, and happiness, , is centered 
in individual existence, can so ill under- 
stand ilie wants of others, that his majes- 
ty otieiices toward his guests might rather 
be termed sins of omission thap of com- 
mission. ■ 

Covetoris, and eager for novelties, foa- 
iiela Selassie never fails to wish for every- 
thing tlrat comes under his observation; 
but, Tike a child with anew toy, soon weary 
of looking at the bauble, though still vain' 
of its possessjon, he casts it aside to be 
hoarded in the mouldy vaults of some dis- 
tant magazino. The savage is the same 
under every possible form, and in every 
grade and position— the one stealing wmt 
he covets, while another, seeking plausible 
pretexts, obtains possession through low 
cunning and stratagem. Among such a 
nation of beggars as the people of Southern 
Abyssinia, it was not always easy to ^atisfy 
the rapacity of fastidious extortioners. All 
wanted^ pleasant things — many ^demanded 
dollars to defray the cost of slaves that 
they had purchased, but for whom they 
could not pay ; and for months after the 
arrival of the embassy, requisitions for pri- 
vate property were unceasing on the part 
also of the monarch., ' 

Neither compulsory measures nor direct 
applications were ever eraplpypd ; but thie 
means resorted to were not the kss certain 
of success. With that duplicity and want 
of candor which ever marks uncivilized 
man, he was wont to send underhand com--, 
munications, or meanly to depute his emis- 
saries to reveal his desires and' his ihteiir 
tions, in a manner which in so despotic a 
land coiild leave no doubt pf authenticity f 
and an offef of the article" coveted being 
forthwith made, his majesty hesitated not, 
in the presence of his agents, to deny all 
cognizHnv,e of tha transaction, or to swear 
by the .saints that he never sought the prop- 
erly teu'lered Rnr hk acceptance. Persua- 
sion would not Indued him to receive it at 
once, and thus to terminate the matter ; 
but no sooner iiad it been removed i'rom his 
sight,, thi^a his creatures wer6 again at 
work With even greater activity than be- 
fore; alid rude taunts of breach of , prom- 
ises with nohto-be-mistaken hints- ‘veiled 
under the cloak of friendship, were certain 
to instigate a sectmd and a third offer, which 
iiivnri.jtily elicited an avowal of the d.sih- 
cliriation cuterhuaed to “ receive the prop^ 
erty.of his childreiH” but unifarmly ended 
in his acceptiog it '.‘lag a |r^ gift'- from the 
heart,” acknowledged W;all gratitude by 
the benediction — God-resfore it to time. 


my son I May the, Lord glorify and reward 
thee V’ 

Chief of all the sycophants who bask in- 
the favor of the .monarch, may be ranked 
Wulasma Mohammad, who in finesse, 
plausibility, and all, the specious devices 
that are employed to cover total want of 
sincerity, can iind no equal in the kingdom 
of Shoa. ' La,vish in professions of friend- 
ship, he never suffered an opportiuiily of 
gratifying his inwardly-cherished animos- 
ity to escape him. Presents were frequent-,, 
ly exchanged — the sugar-cane and the 
bunch of green gram, which are the sym- 
bols of hearts knit together in the bonds 
of unity, arrived with the same reguluriiy 
as the week, coupled of course wii h a. de- 
scription of some “ pleasing thing” that 
ivas not to be found in Gonciio. The lemon, 
denoting by its aromatic fragrance the beau- 
ties of permanent amity, w^as ever sure to 
follow the receipt of tiie desired article, as 
the article was sure to be sent. .Profes- 
sions daily grew ^ore profuse, and com- 
plimentary inquiries, which constitute the 
very essence of frieridship^ waxed more and 
more frequent ; but although the regard 
entertained amounted to even heaven and 
earth,” and although every aid and assist- 
ance was volunteered, no packet of letters 
ever arrived to the address of the Gyptzis, 
neither did any courier ever depart lor the- 
sea-coast, without being subjected to a te- 
dious detention on the frontier at the hands 
of the despotic state jailer. 

On the first of these occasions, the king, 
before sending the packet to the residency, 
had taken the trouble of hreakmg the seal 
of every individual cover withtef own royal 
hugers ; and a protest having' fi^en entered • 
against a procedure so utterly foreign to 
EuropLan ideas of. propriety, his majesty - 
inquhed, with weil-feigned-simplicity, ‘‘■Of 
wliat use I'houid my children’s l|tter 3 be 
to me, wiio urderstand not their l^rngiiage 
,Renioiistrance»_wer6 in like manner made 
to-the abogaz, touciiing his interlerence in 
, such matters; bui,as the crafiy old fox 
SLU'eened ininself behiiid total ignorance 
of the value attached to written documents, 
and volunteered better ielmvim*, the sub- 
ject was set at rest. 

But althougli letters wore now thorough- 
ly untJerslond to bo hold in lu, (her ostiina." 
tion Lsori than fine gold from G;iriigi;e,lhe 
evil, for from being abam:!, liecmne greater 
and greater, im 11 tit last it wa,s no loTig'or 
to ha biorne. Promises ma:le, wore made 
only to be broken ; aad a serious complaint 
,was at Iasi carried to the throne at Angul- 
I lala, representing that another packet had 
been secreted during an entire I'ortnight in 
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tlie'fortified mtilts of Gonclio. After stoiiit- 
ly denjlng all knowledge of it, until con- 
victed by nicontrovertible evidence, and 
‘then declaring it to be deposited, for safety- 
sake, in the custody of bis brother Jhalia, 
who was absent on the frontier, he Was 
commanded to set out forthwith upon- the 
quest,. and to return at Ms .peril empty- 
handed. ** Our friendship has ceased for 
eyer,^^ muttered the burly caitiif betwixt 
his dosed teeth as he descended the lad- 
. d«r — for ' through your means' the ' king ^ 
hath become wroth with his ■ servant.'’ 

Let his friendship go into the sea,’’ quoth 
his majesty, who had overheard this ap- 
palling announcement — “Is not he an ac- 
cursed Islam ■? liook only to me. Have I 
not always told you that my people are bad ? 
Ye have travelled far into a strange land, 
and are to Sahela Selassie even as his own. 
children. Ye have no relative but me.” 

The escape of the rebel Medoko had 
formerly led to the suspension of the 
abogaz from rank and office for a period 
of two years, during which he danced, at- 
tendance upon the monarch with shoulders 
bared, as is the wmnt of the disgraced 
noble. His troubles had now returned. 
“My ancestors owed a debt of gratitude 
to Mohammad’s father,” continued his ' 
majesty after a pause, and I would fain I 
overlook his faults ; but this insolence is 
no longer to be borne. I have removed 
the drunkard from office, confiscated his 
goods and chattels, and by the death of 
Woosen Suggud,! swear, that unless you 
intercede, there can be no hope of Ms 
■ restoration to favor. ” 

Down came tbe ex-wulasma in a furious 
passion, boiling with old hydromel, and 
flushed with his rapid ride : “ How should 
I know that you wmnted these vile letters 
he exclaimed, throwing the packet scorn- 
fuliy upon«the ground—*' I have done no- 
thing. What oflence have I committed, 
that I am thus to suffer through your 
means? There is a proverb, that the dog 
of the house is faithful to its master, but 
that he who cometh from beyond is worse, 
■'tliaii a 'liyena.”' ' ' ' ■' - 

But a week had wrought a wonderful 
diaiige in the sentiments of the humbled ^ 
fiinctionary, wiiose beeves were indeed 
grazing in the- royal pastures, and his jars- 
of old mead reposing hi tbe royal cellars. 
He at whose sullen nod -the subjects of 
Efat-quaiicd, and whose presence was ..-as , 
a.n incttbiis to the state-prisoners in.Gon- 
cho,^ had been, at the representation of a 
foreigner, stripped of wealth and power,' 
and, in accordance with the usage of the 
country, was now fain to wait "durino* a ■ ■ 
■ 22 ^' 


succession of days upon those whom he 
had injured. Seating himself at the door 
of the tent in sackcloth and ashes, he sent 
in two friends, who came, according to 
the custom of the country, to serve as me-- 
diators. “ Behold, I am reduced to the 
conditionof a beggar,” was his abject mes- 
sage, “ and have no support but in your 
intercession. My children are deprived 
of their bread, and they starve through the 
faults of their father.” 

The commander-in-chief of the body 
guard Was spokesman on behalf of the 
caitiff. He brought, as a mamalacha, a 
huge Sanga horn, filled to the brim with 
tlie liquor that he loved, and his eloquence ^ 
was in truth qu ite irresistible. “ Half the 
people of Habesh,” quoth old Katama in 
his husky voice, “have ears like a Mil, 
and they cannot hear— the residue are 
liars. Furthermore, one half are thieves 
and drunkards, and the remainder are 
cowards.” There was no refuting the 
brave general’s argument. A solemn oath 
was therefore administered upon the Koran, 
by which the suppliant, who, in his own 
person, united nearly all tbe attributes em- 
braced in this able classification, pledged 
himself never again to interfere with mes- 
sengers bearing letters to or from the low 
country. His pardon Was finally obtained $ 
and he was once more invested with the 
silver sword of office : nor is it easy to de- 
termine whether the disgrace or the resto- 
ration of the fat frontier functionary cre- 
ated the greater sensation throughout the 
realm'. '' ; - 

“What can you expect from that be- 
sotted old man ?” inquired Ayto Melkoo, 

; who had been a silent spectator of all that 
passed, ^nd who hated both the abogaz and 
his mediator with equal intensity, “ Did 
you never hear that the king was once 
displeased with me, and that I passed a 
few months beneath the grates at Goncho 
—and furthermore, that when the order’ 
came to:set me at large, the slate jailer 
was drunk, and never thought again of 
his prisoner for a full fortniglit ? The in- 
fidel may swear as long as he pleases, and 
take hfs sacred book to witness ; but how 
^can you suppose that’ be will ever be able 
to think of these letters of yours ?” 


■ .-CHAPTER C XXXIII, 

TtlEl BEREAVEMENT. 

A CALAMITY shortly afterward over-- 
took the master of the horse, whose spouse 
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^ gift from the monarch to his faiUiful 
snbject—was seized with alarminginflnen- 
sa, and became an object of nniversal at- 
tention. The first intimation of the dis- 
order being serioas was received from 
himself, when he came one morning to ' 
perform the interesting operation of shaving 
with a notched razor that he invariably 
patronized, and also to demand how it* oc- 
curred that inquiries were not more fre- 
quently made. The not dispatching cou- 
riers daily to ascertain how each of your 
friends fere and have rested is perhaps the 
greatest ofience that can be committed 
against Alwssinian etiquette. ‘* Send to ■ 
nief’ is a caution invariably given ; and 
such being an indispensable constituent 
when people are believed to be well, what 
must not be exacted when it is supposed 
that they are invalids ? If hourly inquiries 
be not instituted at full length, the best 
friends are sure to become the worst ; and 
in every case the amount of real solicitude 
felt, is estimated by the frequency of “ami- 
cable correspondence.” 

“ The patient’s livula has been cleverly 
plucked out with a silken thread,” ob- 
served the visitor exultingly, when his 
toilet was happily completed : “ the thorax 
has been well scarified, and furthermore, 
we are giving medur omnhoL This 
medicine ia infallible; but remember, ”Tie 
added, lowering his voice, and looking 
suspiciously round to see that, no eaves- 
dropper profitted by the wisdom that he 
was about to impart in, confidence—*' re- 
member that it 'must be gathered’ by a 
linger on which there is a silver ring, or 
it possesses no virtue whatever,” 

. The good lady did not, howevei;, long 
stend in need either of treatment or in- i 
quiry. She closed her bright eyes short- 
ly after swallowing the infallible nostrum, 
administered by her quack husband in a 
jorum of oatmeal gruel, stirred wdth' honey 
and rancid butterto such a consistency that 
the spoon would stand — and death left her 
barely tirhe -for confession and absolution. 

Every priest in the neighborhood was 
instantly called in to the rescue ; and the 
encMJckif'^ and maieh having been im- 
mersed in water, and restored to the body, 
the sacrament was administered*; and under 
the blazing light of the torch prayers were 
chanted for the soul of the deceased until 
the morning dawned. 

Then commenced the frantic shrieks of 
the female crowd that flocked to the house 
of mourning. Cloths were torn in shreds 
from the bosom, and the skin plucked 


* i, Belt of channs ani amulets. 


from the temples, while the low moaning 
dirge was at frequent intervals interrupted 
-by the hysterical sob of some new arrival, 
who came to add her voice to the dismal 
coronach, and to excite renewed bursts of 
lamentation. 

Preceded by the gay orange umbrellas 
of the church of the “ Covenant of Mercy,” 
the funeral procession wound up the pal- 
ace-hill. A pall of printed Surat chintz, 
supported by six bearers, was waved alter- 
nately with a fanning motion, while a nu-^ 
meroiis train of mburners followed, with 
loud: vyails, all having their hands clasped 
behind the neck in token of the triumph 
obtained by Death over Sin. The corpse 
was laid in the sacred edifice, surrounded 
by twelve lighted tapers betokening purity 
of life ; and when these were nearly con- 
sumed, they were lowered with the bier 
into the sepulchre. The head was laid to 
the west, in order that on the morn of 
resurrection the face might be toward the 
rising sun, A quantity of frankincense 
was deposited in the grave ; and a copy of 
the book* styled Lefafa Zedik^ “ The Sup- 
plication of Righteousness,” having been 
placed on the body, the. mortal clay was 
returned whence it came, “ ashes to ashes, 
and dust to dust.” 

Ecclesiastics alone possess the privilege 
of a last resting-place, within the walls of 
the church, or on the eastern side four 
paces from the porch. The aristocracy 
occupy the north, and Avarriors, women, 
and children the south and west. All who 
die without confession or absolution are 
either interred by the highway-side or in 
some . unconsecrated ground. Governors, 
men of rank, and all wealthy commoners 
who have not during life worked in wood, 
iron, or precious metals, are covered in the 
sepulchre with the green branches of the 
juniper; but smiths and artificers being 
regarded as sorcerers, every care is taken 
to keep them under ground when once de- 
posited, to which end great stones are 
heaped over the body, and the earth is 
well trampled and secured. 

i'uneral obsequies concluded, the dirge 
of mourning, as usual, gave place to the 
notes of the violin, for harpers and fiddlers 
usually attend to the last resting-place the 
mortal remains of the great, and exert 
their utmost endeavors to raise the spirits 
of the return party by the liveliest airs. 
At the funeral feast which followed, oxen 
and sheep were freely slaughtered, and 
charity was liberally distributed, in order 
that requiems might be chanted during 
forty consecutive days for the soul of the 
departed. 
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It has been sho^^m that the Abyssinian ' 
Christian, while execrating Mohaminadan- 
. ism, and forswearing every Moslem abom- 
ination, can take unto his bosom four wives 
and more, and that the solemnization of 
matrimony is almost the only occasion on 
•which the priest is not called in. Such 
had ever been the case in the house of the 
master of the horse, who was nevertheless 
inconsolable under his present bereave - 1 
ment. Certain malicious whispers had j 
liown abroad to the effect that applications j 
of the cudgel were sometimes resorted to ; 
by tlie epicure in support of his marital au - 1 
thority ; but whether true or without foun- 1 
dation, these scandalous tales were known ; 
to have been circulated by Dinkoo, a mis- 1 
chief-making brat with the falsest ofj 
tongues, and the offspring of one whose i 
divorce, from incompatibility of temper, | 
had left the deceased undisputed mistress j 
of the premises, whereas of “ Etagainya ^^'’ , 
on the contrary, the neighbors were -wont 
to say that which her name implied, 
“Where shall you find her equal ?” 

At the appointed season, the customary 
visit of condolence was not omitted, con- 
siderable difficulty being nevertheless ex- 
perienced in shaking off the attentions of 
the court buffoon, who, 'with his wonted 
politeness, exerted somewhat mal~^>-propos 
to. so melancholy an 'occasion, did, insist 
upon the exercise of his ingenuity in the 
comic drama. The widower, enveloped 
in a black woollen mantle, was seated in 
a gloomy corner, the very personification 
of mourning — ^his temples deeply scarified 
with his little , finger nail, as were those 
. also of the wrinkled old woman who wept 
beside him. In an opposite corner, equally 
the victim of grief, and supported by the 
family priest “with cross, crutch, and cowl, 
sat Marietta, a fat daughter of the former 
unfortui^ate union, who, like her mother, 

. had been wedded and divorced, and having 
taken shelter again under her father’s roof, 
was now sobbing aloud. 

. “ God hath taken her,” said one of the 
guests, breaking silence after the conclu- 
sion of the customary salutations. 

“ Alas !” sobbed the bereaved, “ that it 
had pleased heaven to spare her until after 
, you- had left Abyssinia, that I alone might 
have found cause of affliction. Who could 
prepare s/wro, wpt%, and dilli like Eta- 
gainya ? When was the house ever des- 
titute of quanta or of qualima 7"^ and who 
ever asked for tuUah or for iudji, that she 


Skiro, a sauce composed of peas or lentils boiled 
•with grease and spices, /'Tatz, another, consisting of ^ 
grease and red pepper. Dilli, a third abominable con- 
diment. Quanta, sun-dried flesh. Qualima, sausages 



did not reply, There is abund- 

ance? Where shall I find her equal? 
But there could have been no ring on the 
finger that gathered the medan il 


CHAPT.ER C XXXIV. 

the’ GREA'f ANNUAL FOKAY. 

Another Abyssinian year had been 
borne upon the stream of time, to join the 
years that are beyond the flood ; and again 
the return of spring had been celebrated 
by the green fillet of enhotaiach, by the 
■tournament in the bright meadows of De- 
bra Berhan ; and by the plaintive ditty of 
the king’s guragues, who, with the yellow 
garlands of the cross-flower wreathed 
among their raven tresses, once more 
chanted away their three days of privileg- 
ed days of inebriety. . As September drew 
toward a close, it had been confidently 
predicted that the rain would terminate 
according to its “covenant;” but it still 
poured on with unabated violence; and 
the review of Maskai was achieved under 
a pitiless deluge, which exerted its best 
enaeavofs both to mar the pageant, and to 
extinguish the evening bonfire raised in 
honor of St. Helena. 

But the beat of the migareet, and the 
voice of the herald beneath the solitary 
tree at Angollala, proclaimed the great an- , 
nual foray as heretofore ; and the plain be- 
low the palace-hiil \Yas soon dotted with 
the black woollen tents of the leaders of 
cohorts. There were the governors of 
Bulga and of Mentshar, and of Morat and 
Morabeitie, and Efrata.and Antzochia, and 
of Mahhfood and of Shoa Meda, with all 
their subordinates, each surrounded by his 
own retainers ; and the rear division of 
this feudal host was placed under the com-- 
maud of Besuenech, now governor of Gid- 
dem, the father of the king’s grandnephew, 
who fell the preceding year upon the fair 
plains of Germama. . 

Led on to victory by the holy ark of St. 
Michael, • the great crimson umbrellas 
streamed again through the barrier wall at 
the head of the Christian chivalry. Twenty 
thousand troopers pursued the route of the 
Sertie Lake 'to the Metta Gaha, occupying 
the plains immediately contiguous to the 
valjey of Pinfiimi, and who were now the 
victims marked out for spoliation. The 
despot had so invariably passed this tribe 
without offering any molestation, that the 
heathen were little prepared for the than- 
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4er-lK)lt that was about to fall; and of 
which the first intimatioa was afforded in 
fee simultaneous investiture of the entire 
tract. Overwhelmed by the torrent of . des- 
olation which had so suddenly burst in, 
four thousand five hundred Gentiles of all 
ages were butchered by the soldiers of 
Christ ; and of these, the greater number 
were shot from the trees that they had as- 
cended in the vain hope of eluding observ- 
ation. Three hapless individuals were 
thus barbarously destroyed by the hands 
of Sahela Selassie, who for the first time 
Jed his troops to the summit of the moun- 
tain Entotto — the ancient capital of Ethi- 
opia — and, taking formal possession, ap- 
pointed the arch-rebel Shambo to. the gov- 
ernment, under the title of “ Slioiym of all 
Gurague.” 

Forty-tliree thousand head of cattle were 
on this occasion swept away to replenish 
the royal pastures ; and the rich prize had 
been obtained with the loss of only nine of 
the king’s liege subjects. Of the heroes 
who fell, one was torn by a lion, in the 
deep juniper forest ; and another basely as- 
sassinated by his comrade in arms, whose 
disfigured corse was subsequenth?- left in 
retribution to the hyenas ; while a tliird, a 
priest of extraordinary piety, and the father 
of the young page Besabeh, was transfixed 
by the spear of a Pagan, who sat conceal- 
ed amid the branches of a tree, beneath 
which the holy man rode in a rash attempt 
to secure a fugitive. The king’s master 
of the lior.se wore the vaunting green 
sarStii for having achieved the capture of a 
child scarce five years of age, whom he 
had cut over the leg, and otherwise cruelly 
mutilated. Hundreds of murderous tro- 
phies were again piled in a heap before 
the xpOnarch ; and upward of one tnousand 
captives, chiefly women and young girls, 
swelled the barbaric pomp of triumphal en- 
try to AngoUala, when men and horses 

f littered in brass and scarlet. All were, 
owever, immediately, liberated -without 
ransom, upon remonstrance made to the 
throne. “ I listen to your words,’’ said his 
majesty, as he again issued the fiat of re- 
lease, “ that the- name of Sahela Selassie 
be not broken.” ^ 

Such is a sad picture of the atro^ties 
perpetrated by the undisciplined arn^ of 
Ethiopia, when disputing the abstruse pays- 
teties of Abyssinian divinity, our seeking, 
m the relenfiess fury of religious hate, to 
exterminate a heathen and stranger nation 
%'a aeries of mmim undertaken as .an 
■icceptable vindication^' fib^-i^red sym- 
W Obristianity , ' " 


•* Her badge of mercy blarons half tbeir shields * 
Sword bilts are fashion’d as memorials of it : * 
The sign of man's forgiveness leads to battle ! 
While, every tyrant hangs its ensign out, 

In scorn of "justice, from his battlements; 

Mail'd jKclates march before it to the-field — 

Priest tjghte with priest, and both sides under it ! 
This sign and pledge of mercy !” 

The Abyssinians have fully adopted that 
spirit of merciless destruction which im- 
pelled the Israelites to destroy their ene- 
mies from the faith of the earth. Consid- 
ering themselves the lineal descendants pf 
those heroes of ancient history who were 
arranged against the enemies of the Lord, 
they are actuated by the same motives and 
feelings which led the bands of Judah to 
the .massacre. The foe is a pagan, wdio 
does not fast, nor kiss the church, nor w-ear 
a tnaieb. All feelings of humanity are 
thrown to the winds ; and a high reward 
in heaven is believed to await the king and 
the blood-thirsty soldier for the burning of 
the hamlet, the capture of the property, 
and the murder of the accursed Gentile. 
The words of absolution from the mouth 
of the father confessor usher in the ruth- 
less slaughter ; and the name, of the Most 
High is wantonly employed ^fa^aonsecrate 
the ensuing scenes of savage- mlocity. 

That the minds of the peopJeWhauid not 
be more disturbed and alienated from agri- 
cultural pursuits, by the continued military 
expeditions they are thus called upon to 
make, cannot fail to appear extraordinary. 
Probably the’ selfishness , of the despot, in 
his appropriation of the lion’s share of the 
spoil, has exerted a salutary influence in 
checking innate restlessness ; and the sub- 
ject has been instructed in a rough school, 
that there is more profit to be derived from 
holding the plough than from wielding the 
sword : for it is certainly the fact, that when 
the foray is over, the v»;-ar-horse is turned 
loose in the meadow, and the partisan wil- 
lingly returns to his peaceful avcxations in 
the field. But three campaigns bring an- 
nually a repetition of the most atrocious 
and monstrous barbarity, so' revolting in 
itself, as to disgrace any terming themselves 
a people ; and none who have witnessed 
the unhallowed proceedings of the Amhara 
warrior can fail to ofier up a fervent prayer, 
that the time may be hastened, when na- 
tions shall be knit together in the bonds of 
love, and when true Christianity shall reign 
paramount in every heart. 

December had now commenced, but .a 
dense gloomy mist still enveloped the hill 
of Anko, and torrents of rain continued to 
deluge the country; at a sBasDii-wiienlhe 
.smiling sun had been wont to shine over 
&e land. The fair face of heaven was .ut- 
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teiiy obscured. The ripe crops lay rotting 
upon the ground : the hopes of the cuiti- 
Yator were wrecked by the mildew and the 
.fog ; and as the inhabitants waded with 
diffiicnlty through the deep mire which filled 
every street and lane of the capital, the 
exchange of monrnfiii salutations was fol- 
lowed by a foreboding shake of the . head at 
the daily Increasing price of provisions. 
The season eniulale'd the rigor of an arctic 
region ; and the firewood, wet and soaked 
* with the continued rain, hissing and split-’ 
tering upon the hearth, refused to impart 
one atom of genial heat. On the bleak 
summit of the Abyssinian alps everything 
was cold and clammy to the touch ; and a 
dull gusty wind, creeping up the damp sides 
of Iho hill, entered at each crevice in the. 
mud wall, and rendered the situation of the 
inmates of the frail houses even more mis- 
erable than usual. 

As the evening of an eventful night'^' 
closed in, ivliich was to witness the destruc- 
tion of a portion of the capital, not a single 
breath of wind disturbed the thick fog 
which still brooded over the mountain. A 
sensible difference was perceptible in the 
atmosphere, but the rain again commenced 
to descend in a perfect deluge, and for 
hours pelted like the discharge of the burst- 
ing water-spout. Toward morning a vio- 
lent thunder-storm careered along the crest 
of the range, and for some minutes the 
entire scene was fearfully illuminated by 
the dazzling fire of heaven ; and every rock 
and cranny reechoed from the succeeding 
crash of the hurtling thunder. Deep dark- 
ness again settkd over the mountain. 
Then the earth groaned and trembled, to 
its very centre : the hill reeled and tottered 
like a drunken man ; and a heavy rum- 
bling noise, like the passage of artillery 
wheels, was followed by tlie *" shrill cry of 
mortal ^despair. 

The earth, saturated with moisture, had 
slidden like an avalanche from the steep 
rugged slopes, and huge rocks, heaved from 
their cradles, pursued a sweeping course 
into the glens below. Houses and cottages 
were engulfed and buried in the dark de- 
bris, or shattered to fragments by the mon- 
strous masses bounding on their course 
with terrific rapidity. Trees were uptorn 
from their resting-place of ages ; and day- 
light presented to the eyes of the affrighted 
inhabitants a strange scene of ruin. * 

Perched upon the apex of the conical 
■|J0ak, the palace had, on the preceding 
Ovening, frowned over the capital in all the 
security of its numerous encircling pali- 

*,'Becember the- fitk 


sades; but now, shorn of their bristling 
protection, those buildings that had not 
been overthrown stood naked and exposed. 
Twenty open breaches, as though heavy 
batteries had been playing for a fortnight 
on the devoted hill, swept up to the very 
porch of the banqueting-hali ; and palings 
and palisadoes, hurled from their deep foun- 
dations, lay broken and mingled together, 
strewed over the entire face of the emi- 
nence. The imds along the scarp were 
completely obliterated. Tall green shrubs 
reclined with their roots reversed among 
the wrf^k ; and not one Vestige of the fra- 
gile tenements could be discovered in the 
bare earthy tracts which disfigured the 
mountaitt-side j and marked the disastrous 
course of the treacherous slip. 

The more vigilant inmates had, with the 
loss of all thetr little property, found barely 
time to rush from the interior, and, hud- 
dled together in shivering groups totally 
denuded of clothing, had passed the rem- 
nant of the night in all the pangs of cold 
I and terror ; while in the market-place lay 
extended the stark discolored bodies of nu- 
.merous victims that had been already ex- 
tricated from the slimy ruins, and were 
placed in the Arada for recognition by sur-. 

[ viving 'relatives, if any there were. The 
shrieks of the mourners added to the dis- 
tress of the scene. The hymn of entreaty 
rose high in the mist from every church 
throughout the town ; and bands of priests, 
carrying the holy cross, marched in solemn 
procession through the miry streets, beat- 
ing their breasts and calling aloud upon 
Saint Michael the archangel, and upon 
I Mary the mother of the Messiah, to inter- 
cede for them in this the day of their afflic- 
tion. 

Sweeping desolation had spread for miles 
along the great range : houses with their 
inmates and household gear had been hur- 
ried awa}?-, and scattered in fragments over 
the mountain-side and the voice of wail- 
ing from the green hili-top and from the 
sheltered nook, announced the many vic- 
tims that were thus imraaturely buried in 
the dark bosom of the earth. The destruc- 
tion varied considerably according to sit- 
uation and locality. Some villages were 
entirely smothered under the descending 
tons of heavy wet soil, and the inhabitants ^ 
of others grieved only for their cattle, their 
crops, and their farm-steading ; but the loss 
of life and property was altogether, im- 
mense ; and although the tremulous shock 
had been before frequently experienced, a 
similar to the present calamity had not be- 
fallen the, country within the memory of 
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For many nights afterward, as the thick 
mist still continued to enwrap the mountain 
in its dark shroud, and the sloppy rain 
plashed lieavily over the denuded , rocks, 
the air at the close of each dull evening 
was dlled with the plaintive sounds of hymn 
and prayer, Tiie deep voice of the priest- 
hood pealed incessantly from the churches ; 
and groups of bewildered females, collected 
in every corner of the streets, bowed them- 
selves to the ground, while calling in 
strangely wild cadence upon the Virgin, 
who is the Mediator, and upon all the saints 
and guardian angels, to preserve, the be- 
lievers in Christ from impending ruin— -for 
the^ wise men who deal in sorcery had pro- 
claimed that the present tliroe was only the 
harbinger of the wrath of Heaven, which 
would one day sweep the high mountain 
ofAnkp wnth all her inhabitants utterly 
from the face of the earth. 


CHAPTER CXXXV. 

lbeeation of the PEINCES of TITE BLOOB 
eoyal ofshoa. 

HpiANiTY to his own subjects must be 
considered a distinguishing feature in tfae‘ 
character of the reigning despot ; and al-- 
though his manifold good qualities are sul- 
lied by the part he sustains in tke odious 
traffic in his fellow-men — a moral plague 
which has by its baleful influence contam- 
inated the entire continent, whereof Shoa 
forms, not the six hundredth part— he had, 
on more occasions than one, evinced an 
uniooked-tor readiness to open his eyes to 
his errors. Possessed of faults ins,epara.. 
ble trom the absolute semi-barbarian, he ' 
had, nevertheless, been found mild, iust 
clement, and almost patriarchal in his gov- 
ernment lie is a monarch whom experi- 
ence has proved worthy to reign over a 
better people, and to be possessed of an 
understanding and of latent virtues req air- 
ing nought save cultivation to place him 
m a moral and intellectual point of view 
immeasiirably in advance of other African 
potentates. 

In the mind of this powerful. Christian 
autocrat, wielding the sceptre in the heart 
01 heathen Africa, and exercising a wide 
influence over destinies of surround, 
mg millions, had already been aroused a 
sense of the wiekedn^s and degradation 

flesh and blood of the sons of Adam He 
then It was who, of all others, 
exhorted with the best prospe||| 


to break through the barbarous precaution- 
ayy policy under which those members of 
the royal house who possess a contingent 
claim to the crown, and in other Cliris- 
tian realms would hold the highest oflice^s 
and honors within its gift, had, through 
evOT generation since the days of the sSn 
of David, been doomed to chains in a liviiw 

grave. And from the fortunate fact of the 
issue male of the present reign beino* 
might be derived the pleasant lioDe 
mat if a statute so' jealously guarded 
nearly three thousand years, could now • 
for once be infringed, it would not in all 
demise revived on the monarch’s 

^Entertaining the liveliest fears of death 
ills manifold superstitions were ever the 
most easily awakened ' during sickness 
when the actions of his past life crowded 
wp m judgment before him. It was on 
these occasions that, in order to quiet his 
conscience, he made the most liberal vo- 
tiye qfleiings to the church and to the mo- ' 
nastery, and that he gained the greatest 
victories over his deep-rooted avarice ; and 
It was on these occasions, therefore, that 
the chord of his .latent good feeling might 
obviously be touched with the happiest re- 
sult to the cause of humanity . 

That singular blending of debauchery 
and devotion which marks the royal vio-iis 
has seriously impaired a constitution natu- 
rally good^ During a long succession of 
years the Psaims of David and the strono-. 
est cholera mixture have equally shared 
the midnight hours of the king ; and al- 
though scarcely past the meridian of life, 
he is subject to sudden spasmodic attacks 
ot an alarming character. In one of these 
his restoration bad been despaired of both 
by tile priests and his physicians.; and the 
voice of wailing and lamentation already 
hlled the precincts of the palace, 

Scarcely was it light ere there came a 
page with an urgent summons to the pres- 
ence. Pale and emaciated, with fevered 
lip and bloodshot eye, the despot reclined 
upon a couch in a dark corner of the closed 
veranda, his head enveloped in a swathe of 
white cloth, and his trembling arms sup- 
ported by bolsters and cushions. Abba 
■ttaguei, the dwarf father confessor, with 
eyes swollen _ from watching, was rocking 
to and fro, while he drowsily scanned ah 
I iuminated Ethiopic volume, containing 
the lives of the martyrs ; and in deep con- 
sui^tion with the sick monarch was a fa- 
vojpe monk, liabited like an Arab Bedouin 
in^. black goat’s-hair cameline and a yel- 
low sacred cross 

m his right hand.. The loud voice of tha 
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f priesthood arose in boisterous song from 
the adjacent apartment: strings of red 
%Yorsted had been tied round the rnonarcli^s 
: thumbs and great toes ; and the threshold 

' of the outer chamber was bedewed with 
the still moist blood of a black bullock, 
which, when the taper of life was flicker- 
ing in the socket, had been thrice led round 
the royal couch, and, with its head turned 
' toward the East, was then slaughtered at 
th^ door, ill the name of the Father, the 
^ Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

''My cliildren,” said his . majesty in a 
f sepulchral voice, as he extended Ms burh* 
r ing hand toward his European visitors-— 
behold, I am sore stricken.- . Last night 
they believed me dead, and the voice pf 
f mourning had arisen within the palace 
wails, but God hath spared me until now. 
Tell me the medicine for this disease.” 
j An attempt was made to follow the eti- 

t quette of the Abyssinian court, by tasting 
the ^ draught prescribed ; but the king, 
again extending his parched hand, protest- 
ed against this necessity. “What need 
IS there now of this ?” fie exclaimed re- 
proachfully : “ do not I know that you 
I would administer to Sahela Selassie noth- 
f ing that could do him mischief? My peo- 
I pie are bad ; and if God had not mercy on 

f me to restore me, they would deal evil with 

j you — ^and; to strip you of your property 

I would even take away your lives.” 

The king had oftentimes been compli- 
i mented upon the mildness and equity of 
: his rule, and on the readiness with which 
he gave ear to intercession on behalf of 
the. slave. The implicit confidence which 
had siip})lanted ail fear and suspicion in the 
breast of his majesty, now favored a still 
stronger appeal to his humanity, to his 
magnanimity, and to . his piety. He was 
urged to take into favorable consideration 
the abjectf condition of his royal brothers 
I ■ — ^victims to a tyrannical and unnatural 

statute, the legacy of a barbarous age, 

I which for centui'ies had resulted in such 
' incalculable misery and mischief. He was 
reminded that it belongs unto those who 
wield the sceptre to triumph over preju- 
dices ; and that by the' liberation of many 
innocent captives, of whom, though pos- 
sessing the strongest claim that blood can 

f ive, he had perhaps scarcely even thought 
uring his long and prosperous reign, he 
■would perform an act alike acceptable to 
Heaven, and calculated to secure to him- 
; self on earth an imperishable name. 
f “ And I will release them,” returned the 

monarch, after a moment’s debate within 
himself. , “ By the holy Eucharist I swear, 
-and by the church of the Holy Trinity in 



Koora Gadel, that if Sahela Selassie arise 
from this bed of sickness, all of whom you 
speak shall be, restored to the enjoyment 
of liberty.”' * 

The sun was shining brighter than usual, 
through a eloudless azure sky, when the 
British embassy received a welcolne sum- 
mons to witness the redemption of this 
solemn "pledge. The balcony of Justice 
was trickecf out hi its gala suit; and 
priests, governors, sycophants, and court- 
iers, crowded, the yard, as the despot, re- 
stored to health, in the highest spirits and 
good humor, took his accustomed seat 
upon the velvet cushions. The mandate 
had gone forth for the liberation of his 
brothers and his blood relatives, and it had 
been published abroad, that the royal kith 
and kindred were to pass the residue of 
their days free and unfettered near the 
person of the king, instead of in the dark 
cells of Goncho. 

There were not wanting certain sapient 
sages who gravely shook the head of dis- * 
approval at this fresh proof of foreign in- 
fluence and ascendency, and who could in 
nowise comprehend how the venerable 
custom of ages could be - thus suddenly 
violated. The introduction of great guns, 
and muskets, and rockets, had not been 
objected to, although, as a matter of course, 
the spear of their forefathers was esteemed 
an infinitely superior weapon. Musical 
clocks and boxes had been listened to and’ 
despised, as vastly inferior to the- jingling 
notes of their own vile instruments ; and 
the Gothic cottage, with its painted trel- 
lises, its pictures, and its gay euitains, al* 
tiiough pronounced entirely unsuited to 
Abyssinian habits, had been partially for- 
given on the grounds of its beauty. But 
this last innovation was beyond all under- 
standing ; and many a stupid pate was 
racked in fruitless endeavors to extract 
consolation in so momentous a difficulty. 
The more liberal party were loud in their 
praises of the king and of his generous in- 
tentions ; and the royal gaze was with the 
rest strained wistfully toward the wicket, 
where he should behold once again the 
child of his mother, whom he had not seen 
since his accession, and should make the 
first acquaintance with his uncles, the bro- 
thers of his warrior sire, who had been incar- 
cerated ere he himself had seen the light. 

Stern traces had been left by the con- 
straint of one third of a century upon the 
seven unfortunate descendants of a royal 
race, who were shortly ushered into the - 
court by the state jailer. Leaning heavi- 
ly on each other’s shoulders, and linked 
together by chains bright and shining with 
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.^friction of jeats, the captives shuffled 
, onward with cramped and minute steps, 
rather as malefactors proceeding to .the 
gallows-tree, than as innocent and abused 
■ princes, regaining the natural rights of 
man. Tottering to the foot of the throne, 
they fell as they had been instructed hy 
their burly conductor, prostrate on their 
faces before their more fortunate but des- 
potic relative, whom they had known here- 
, tofore only by a name used in connection 
with tlieir own misfortunes, and whose 
voice was yet a stranger to their ears. 

Rising with difficulty at the bidding of 
the monarch, they remained standing in 
front of the balcony, gassing in stupid won- 
der at the novelties of tlie scene, with eyes 
unaccustomed to meet the broad glare of 
day. At drst they were fixed upon the 
author of their weary captivity, and upon 
the white men by his side who had been 
the instruments of the termination — ^but 
tile dull, leaden gaze soon wandered in 
search of other objects ; and the approach 
of freedom appeared to be received with 
tile utmost apathy and .indifference. Im- 
mured since earliest infancy, they were 
totally insensible to the blessings of liberty. 
Their feelhlgs and their habits had become 
. those of the fetter and of the dark dungeon. 
The iron had rusted into their very souls ; 
and, while they witli difficulty maintained 
an erect position, pai.n and withering des- 
'f»ondency were indelibly marked in every 
line of their vacant and care-furrowed fea- 
tures. 

In the damp vaults of Gonciio, where 
heavy manacles on the wrists had been 
linked to the ankles of the prisoners by a 
.<ihain so short as to admit only of a bent 
and stooping posture, the weary hours of 


the princes had for thirty long years been 
passed in the fabrication of harps and 
. combs ; and of these relics of monotonous 
existence, elaborately carved in wood and 
ivory, a large offering was now timidly pre- 
sented to the king. The first glimpse of 
his wretched relatives had already dissi- 
pated a slight shade of mistrust wdiich had 
hitherto clouded the royal brow. Nothing 
that might endanger the security of his 
reign could be traced in the crippled frames 
and blighted faculties of the seven misera- 
ble objects that cowered before him ; and, 
after directing their chains to be unriveted^ 
he announced to all that they were free, and 
to pass the residue of their existence near 
his own person. Again the joke and the 
merry laugh passed quickly in the balcony 
— the court fool resumed his wonted avo- 
cations ; and, as the monarch himself struck 
the chords of the gaily-ornamented harp 
presented by his bloated brother Amnon, 
the buffoon burst into a high and deserved 
panegyric upon the royal mercy and gene- 
rosity. 

“My children,” exclaimed his majesty- 
turning toward his foreign guests, after the 
completion of this tardy act of justice to 
those whose only crime was their consan- 
guinity to himself — an act to which he had 
been prompted less by superstition than by 
a desire to rescue his own offspring from a 
dungeon, and to secure a high place in the 
opinion of the civilized world — “ Aly child- 
ren, you will write all that ypu have now 
seen to your country, and will say to the 
Rritisli queen that,, although far behind the 
nations of the white men, from whom Ethi- 
opia first received her religion, there yet ■ 
remains a spark of Christian love in the 
breast of the king, of Shoa. 
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ROUTE FEOM TAJURA TO ANEOBER, 


Supply of Elevation above 
Water. the , Level of the 


Names of Stations. 


Latitude and Longitude. 


Tajiira 

Aiiibdbo 

Du-llool ■ ' -■ 
Sagdilo 
Warelissiii ' 

Bdhr-Assai 

Groongoonteh 

Allooli 

Bedikurroof 

Suggad^ra 

Murrah - 

Daddee 

Gobaad 

Sunkul 

Suggagddan 

Dawdylaka 

Oomergooloof 

Amddoo - 

FMloo - 

Bartirtidda 

KiUuiloo - 

Waraniilli 

Naga-koomi 

Meinlia-toiii 

Mad^ra-dubba 

Sultdlli • - 

Mdroo ' - 

Mooia-Zughir 

Burdildda 

Hdo 

Hawasb River. 
Azbdti 
Dathdra « 
Dinomaii - 
Fdrri 

Alio Amba 
Anlvdber - 


, 1697, 
Below 570 


Stream. 

Pool. 

Do. 

Do. 

Well 

Pool. 

River. 

Pool 

None. 

Pool. 

None. 

Pool , 

Do. 

None. 

Pool. 

Do. 

None. 

Pool. 

None, 

Do. 

Lake. 

None, 

Pool. 

None. ■« 

River. 

Pool. 

Stream. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 


Total distance 


By the passage of tbe polar star over tbe meridiaxii the magnetic Variation at Ankdber was 
observed, with the aid, of a weil-regniated chronometer, to be 7° westerly. 

The longitude was determined both bj?" a series of limars, and by the eclipses of Jupiter’s, 
satellites, the mean of upward of 150 observations having been taken. 
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2HHiBKs ojf TBE NiTtmt KSMBi oj THAT f limestone, slate, and Cieta 
POCTIOK OF .THE ADEL COTOTKr SITUATED I minute ’ “ff a more 

,AtO.TO THE ROUTE FROM THE SEA-COAST TO I Season of this 


ALOI^a THE ROUTE FROM THE SEA-COAST TO 

THE fRO.NTIER OF EFAT. 

From Tajh’a to Killulloo. 

The advanced state of the season was un- 
favorable for observatioris in the department of 
iiaturai history. Both animal and vegetable 
life were apparently in a state of torpor ; the 
trees and shrulis were in general leafless ; and 
no annual plant whatever was to.be seen, even 
in the immediate vicinity of the watering- 
plaees. ^ The few iw^ts that were not in a 
^ate ot chrysoiisj seemed drowsily to procras-^ 
tinate their existence until food for the new 
generation should be prepared by nature. Am- 
phibia, Saurii, and Ophidii, wliich are gene- 
rally not so dependent on a supply of water 
existed in small numbers in their lurking-places’ 
while 'birds and larger animals must at this 
season have migrated to more favored coun- 
tries. 

^ Basaltic and trachytic hills, either isolated or 
m chains, i<ise at a distance of about half a mile 
pm the sea-.shore, which is winding and shelv- 
ing. The hills are in general rounded, and 
marked by broad veins oBsimilar composition , 
but containing more perfectly crystallized fel- 1 
spar, quartz, and zeolith. They have not the 
sharp peak, but are broken and cliffy, and have 
apparently been upheaved at difierent periods. 

On leaving the shore, a most striking speci- 
men of columnar basalt presented itself in the 
ra vine of Galeykf^o, which, for nearly half a 
mile, runs through the heart of a huge moun- 
tain. in width it is about 200 vards, and the 
perpendicular pillars are^SOO' feet in heio-ht It 
IS evident that water could notrhave been the 
me agent m producing such a huge cleft, .al- 
t^lough at present the ravine prints the an- 
peartmee of a regular watercourse. The 
siirroimding hilly consist of the same rock, but 
covered ,wuh loose boulders, wMcM are much 
stained of'ison;" ■ 

Among the-eon^sion of volcanic masses on 
the piain of Wareliss5,n, excepting in some rate 
rases, when the true lava stream could be traced 
to ns source, it was dfcjt td ' determine the 
exact Site of the oraterijfMitiiinee th'ev Wfi"' 

of 


s^asen of withering heat. The western sidel 
more open 4d‘ 

disclosed ; there is, however, as in all forma- 
tions in the ideinity of volcanic eountri^ 
nmtorm mcimation of the layers. The range 
borfonng the eastern shore of the lake is basalt 
and basaltic wacke ; on the western, it is partlf 
gjpsmn and iimestone,>ut resting on baLii/ 
®lt _lake IS a deep extensive basin, 
^parated by an immense-lava stream from tS 
remailer of the bay, the head of which it once 
formed. Resembling the Dead Sea in the de- 
pression of its level, in the density pnd chemical 
eonsntution of the fluid, and in the lonSS 
stmlity,and desolation of its borders, it 
differs Irom it materially in the ways by wh&h 
voleamo action bas produced the strange X. 
nomenon of the existence of shoresTcSsWr 
rably below the level of the. oceL T to 

o/thi of Tiberias, and the vaUeys 

ot the Jordan between them, it has apparemlv 
j.been a distortion and Crashing of immense' 
masses whmh have subsided into subterraneM 
S?h BdhrAssalit has been pr“ 

duced by the erection of a new bank, serving 
as a dam or barrier across the head of a lonf 
narrow bay, by which a considerable body of 
^a-water was separated ifont to former com- 
mm receptacle. As. high as. the Cl of X 
Ajabian Gulf ate to be found, in the basin of 
Bdhr Assai, the salts ■ and earthy (magnesian) 
precipitates of the salt-water, wWf rS 
course of time was reduced to ite proper Cl 
•by evaporation, the yearly supply of rain-water 

bemg but as a drop to the ocean. Hug.- henus 
oflava, having been apparently in s4 S 
on the banks 

over v^tiCKe, or m other eases over a fiaeiv- 
pamed soat marl.' The latter, when clear of 
iavu, presents a thin layer of gynsum with 
numerous tolls of Melania, Linfnmus, Phy^ 
Plaiiorbis, Cyclostoma. Unio, and Cyc^.some 

t-fuTr**! •“ “ ‘be 

tant Iresh-water pools and rivulets. 

borders of the lake 
S .®ab-pans, and a ernst of lino 

.salt, two mches thick and tolerably clean, covers 
Marly tae whole of the surface. The supply 

wTtrith be inexhaustible ; for when lut 
ont with a ^addlej a new crust is soon for- 
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^ ' inMied from tlse wateiis beneath; " 'Being visited 
f hr almost every tribe of the Aclaiei and' So- 

' I mauli, and unhappily situated on the borders 

I of the most lawless and savage of them, this re- 
markable spot is a Imost forbi Jden groimd for the 
observer, not to 'speak of the obstacles thrown 
in the waj' by the destructive temperature and 
me gericrui al't-e’iee of the necessaries of iiie, 

in the ravine of Gooiigoontehj and during 
the ooi'iliuuation. of the Journey as- for as Kil- 
luiioo, slight variations of. trap formation were 
ntet with. _ .The wacke is of a line grain, and 
itsi «oiisrita2iits are indlsfinctly tningled ; it is 
traversed by empty holes and bubbles, and oc- 
^ casionallr by druses of zeoliih. Coarse quajtz, 

" 'sandsione, and conglomerates are sometimes 
TO!! ltd toveard the surlhce, 'The country jnust 
■ buve frequeiniy been agitated by violent earth- 
quakes, detaching huge masses of rocks from 
the hills ; and, bereft alike of vegetation and 
animal life, it presents altogether a most mo- 
notonous appearance. 

The lower classes of animals, of ephemeral 
: existence, are found on every living or vegeta- 
ting body. . ' " 

Of CoLeoptem were observed ; two species 
of - 'Pinieiia (longipcs,) one of Cetonia, of Copris 
(Isidis,) of Erodius (gibbus,) several Staphylini 
and one Gyrinus. 

OiOrihoptera : Locusts, Biattidse, Mantidesj 
I: Truxalidae.' 

; 0^ HymemjJl era, .' Several beesj especially 

I at Kiliulloo, one of which, marked with light 

f brown segments on the abdomen, and - bearing 

i, a long sting, was exceedingly annoying. 

. Of Fiezata : many diherent ants. 

Of Diplerq and Hemiptera : several species. . 

Of LepidopUra : twm species of Papilio and 
£kweral of moths ; and it was a matter of great i 
wonder whence these butterflies obtained food 
in a country where even one flower could not 
'be.' discovered. 

Of Mijriapoda : one lulus, and several ,Seo- 
lopendra , 

Arachmdc 2 were in great numbers: My- 
gale, Epeira, Lycosa, and one small Androc. ' 
tenus. 

Of Crmti%m : near the sea-shore a Pagurus^ 
existed in astomshljig .numbers,, and in the 
sweet waters a Dapimis. 

VertebraUi’ were still scarcer ; and tiie ' 

Miptika had their representatives in the., 
th.rce orders Baurii, Ophidii, and Batracliii. A 
oiiiaii hzard, very agile, existed under stones ; 
also ccrpcnls, Vipera and Coluber, and in moist 
s' places Biifo and Ram. ' ■- ... ' ' 

, Among the Birds — ■ 

! Of Rfipave,^ : Percnoptenis and Falco are 

. ■numerous. ■ ■■ ■ ' ■ ■■." ■ . ‘ 

Of Galliiiaee^s : Nnmida meieagris, - and 
, . vario'us partridges, . ' "■ 

^ Of Ounforli : Siruthio-camelus and' Otis, 

i ■ 01 Clmnldm : Cicoiua Marubu. 

Of Cantor es : Corvus, Loxla, Sylvia, Vidua. 

I . Of Murnmalia^ three specie.s of Antelope. 

[., , , one.'of., Hyrax, one of Equas (Onager,) one of 


sm 

Sus (Phacochasrus ;) and fresh holes m the sand 
indicaled the presence of animals most proba- 
bly of the order Eodearia. 

The sheep 6f the country are the Hcjiiz lamb 
(Ovis aries iaticaudata ;) white body and black 
head and jieck, covered with hair, and having 
thick, short, fht tails; male without horns. 

The goats and cattle are generally small in 
stature, of all colors, and surmounted with very 
large horns. The shepherd dogs are small, 
and spotted with yellow and white ; they have 
long pointed sculls like the fox. 

With regard to the flora of tiiis part of the 
country, the small quantity found in flower, be- 
longs,, with few exceptions, to the family of the 
Legiimitms(Cj among wliich the order of ilfmo- 
sc(^ is the most extensive both in species and 
specimens : they are however all stunted and 
shrubby, and seldom attain any size. Still the 
only fuel and shade found during the journey, was 
supplied by this tribe. There exist also seve- 
ral Cadaba, Sodada, Capparis. 

Cadaba rotundifoiia is the most common. 

The Asdepiadece are represented in the Sta- 
peiia pulvinata, which however was seldom 
found in blossom, and in the Pergularia tomen- 
tosa', with stately flowers and capsules. 

The Malvaceae, 'existed in Ruitzia and Abu- 
tilon ; and the other families found by the 
wmyside, .Moringcte, Rutacese, Tamariscinem, 
Ghenppodeaj, Amaranthacea}, Cmciferse, pre- 
sented only solitary specimens. - • 

Of the Eupkorbiacem there -were but three ; 
and of thfe Palm tribe there only appeared to 
be two species, the Pheenix dactylifera and 
phoene cucifera, both of which gradually dis- 
appeared as the soil improved. 

Nature has scattered the necessaries of ex- 
istence wnili a niggard hand over these desert, 
plains, and the supply of water is indeed scanty, 

In such a hot climate these pools which are not 
fed by running ' streams, soon become adulle- 
I rated by the decomposition of organic and in- 
I organic matter. The wacke cannot resist any , 

! long exposure, and thence the water imbibes ‘ 1 

oxide of' iron and muriate of soda., discovered ' 

,in the pools of Goongoonteh, Allooli, and .'Bedi ■ ' 

Kuroof: and again the numerous flocks and [ 

cattle, of the caravans which arc driven into | 

the pools taint and corrupt the liquid in a still 
more offensive manner. The fetid siUell and \ 

taste of the waters of Dnwdylaka, Amiidoo, 

Fiaioo; and Kiliulloo, is indeed so oppressive, ! 

as to be subdued only by a considerable quan- 

tity of spirit ; and moreover the deposited mud, f. 

when stirre d up, emits a volume of sulphuretted 

hydrogen.' During the wet season, all the lower i 

parts of the country are said to be exceedingly : 

unhealthy, violent storms and ine-cssant rain in ; 

the plains aiid^vadies foreiiig the inhabitants 

,tO' retreat to 'ihq moantaiTis: ^ _ | 

FromiKiUuUoa io the foot of ike Ahyssinian 
j ^ Mountaim. 

The desert of the Adaiel, spreading from the 
sea to the. foot of the Shoan Alps, is not aho- 
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gether a plain, as it has been most lilcely in 
iremote ages, nnmeroiis wadies, with banivs 
more or less high, now intersecting the greater 
part of it. These hanks rise in some instances 
to hills of firm rock, generally wacke. They 
however consist of but lightly cemented con- 
glomerates, or loose boulders. Toward the 
middle, as the ground rises, distinct volcanoes 
make their appearance, sometimes scattered 
and solitary, wdth. indistinct cones and craters, 
completely covered with volcanic cinders, and 
sending off sheets of lava in all directions ; or 
in whole clusters, with cones and craters com- 
plete, connected with each other, and environed 
by belts of rheir products. The extensive plain 
of Eyroiuf is a solid level of a dark, black; un- 
decayed lava. 

The tract of land between Kiilulloo and 
Dathdra especially has been visited and over- 
whelmed by the action from below, which, 
having reversed the original disposition, has 
covered the surface with the effects of its vio- 
lence. There is little to be seen of the under 
parts, although here and there some of the later 
formation, the residuum of the calcareous wa- 
ters, has spread like a thin coat over the low 
grounds ; but violent commotions have again 
and again altered and destroyed the first ap- 
pearance, and it is now difficult to determine 
the centre pool from whence the fiery stream 
issued. In the absence of a main volcano and 
a main volcanic range, it may be concluded 
that, similar to some violent eruptions in South 
America, large mountains have been thrown 
up in the midst of former extensive plains, the , 
fluid and half-fluid matter llaving burst forth 
wherever they were nearest to the surface. 

Small extinct volcanoes were found on the 
plains of Sultelli and'Eyroluf. The road passes , 
close to the isolated cone of one of these, called i 
Jebel Helmimd. The walls are' straight and . 
black, covered with several smaller cones of i 
ashes ; the hill itself is about four hundred feet i 
in height ; the crater is on the , eastern side, a i 
little below the top ; and the sides, which are 
steep and sloping, arc clothed with shrubs to- 
ward the base. 

On the road to Maroo stands a similar vol- 
cano ; but the influence of these craters does 
not seem to have extended far beyond the im- 
mediate neighborhood, although there is a con- 
nection between the whole cluster on the plain 
of Mittur, which may be seen in the'small lava 
streams and debris of volpanic product on the 
adjoining plains of Sult^illi and Eyroiuf. It is 
notj. however, apparent that they alone have 
fomted the present state of ,the surface, as the 
south-eastern side -of the. plains terminated, 
by a much older formation of wacke. . . 

Betweem- Mbinha-tolh' and Mad4ra-dubba, 
obsidian, pumice, clinkstone, and fresh-water 
limestone containing shells of Melania, were 
strewed about. Excellent soil is found in all 
j, these situations, tne low grounds being over- 
flowed at some seaWi tofcitsin'all vofeanic 
countries, producing much vegetation. The 


extensive plains of MogIu and Burdiidda are 
thickly covered with grass, and intersected by 
small brooks and pools, terminating toward the 
Hdwash in very broken, hilly ground, and the 
large plain on the eastern banli of the river 
bears every sign of being annually deluged. 

The country of the Adaiel is throughout very 
sparingly watered. During spring arid autumn 
the hills collect sufficient rain-water for nume- 
rous rivulets, which after a course of scarcely 
one mile are absorbed by the sands, and dry 
up altogether by the end of the rains, while 
the deep hollows and clefts in the firmer reck 
- preserve small .quantities for the dry months 
of the year. The Hdwash itself, althpugh re- 
ceiving all the rivers of Efat, and of the east- 
ern declivity of the Shoan mountains, does not 
reach the sea. The banlts, thickly overgrown, 
are about thirty feet in height, and very abrupt. 
Its fall is scarcely perceptible, yet the rush of 
the water is very considerable. 

On the w^estera bank, volcanic hills and 
sheets of water again appear, the latter being 
situated lower than the bed of the stream. 
One of these, impregnated with alkali, is evi- 
dently an old crater filled up, and supplied by 
a hot mineral spring. The water is much es- 
teemed for washing clothes; it -possesses a* 
' hydrothionic smell and a bitter ^ taste, resem- 
bling that of the salt of magnesia ; but the bor- 
ders are verdant, and a species of Cyperus 
grows luxuriantly in the water. 

This portion of the countr>% though still spa- 
ringly supplied with the means of subsistence, 
is more favorable for specimens of zoology than 
the burning tract between Tajtira ai\d Kiilulloo. 

Of Beetles the family Copropliaga had many 
representatives : Scarabseus, Copris, Ateuchus, 
Onitis, Apbodius, Trox ; Meloloptha ; four spe- 
cies of Cetoiiia (on the Aloe ;) one Silpha, 
Hister, Abax, Graphipteriis, Anthia, Staphyli- 
nus, Elater, Cantharis; Erodius, Moiuris, Pime, 
iia, Mylabris, Chrysomela. 

Of Orthopteraf large flights of Grylius mi- 
gratorius were observed near Azboti. Acry- 
dium and Gryllotalpa very common throughout. 
Also many Neuroptera, and termite^cones stud- 
ding the face of the country. 

Of Aeephala only one, Unio, was found 
near the Hfiwash. 

A few frogs -were seen in the waters, but no 
fish; and although lizards abounded on the 
land, there -were no serpents. One large-sized 
tortoise was picked up. 

Birds of all descriptions inhabit the plains 
'and enliven the scanty woods ; the ostrich, Otis 
arabs, the partridge, ducks, adjutant, Chara- 
drius spinosus, Psittacus, Lamprornis, Tanagra 
erythrorhyncha, Pyrrhocorax. Of beasts, the 
giant in creation, the elephant, and bis rival in 
hugeness, the Hippopotamus, abound in the plain 
of the Hiwash ; and rapacious animals, the 
lion, the leopard, and the hyaena, prowling 
■about the camp during the night, render indis- 
, pensablc thejjrptection of a stout thorn fence. 



Of the order Eoientia the porciipiae is cora^ sappKed from a Helmathemum and a Grewia. 
mon ; also a variety of rats. Between Waramilii and Naga Koorni the 

Oi Ruminantia : a few antelopes. shrubs of the Balstnnodendron myrrlia were 

Of Fisstmgula : liyrax. ihst discovered, and these continued as far as 

Oi Seiigem : Phacochserus abyssinicus ; and the Hdwash. Grass too is met with on the 
OfZeymires: Galago. , * wide plains. Large camel-thoni acacias, and 

The flora, so dependent upon the nature of a strange tree of the family Gapparidea, at in- 
the ground, offers little variety throughout this tervals interrupt the unifomi desert waste ; but 
tract, although a few new plants were found in even the luxuriant vegetation which prevails 
the favored plain of Sultdlli. Four CompmUt^ on the banks of the Hdwash contains little be- 
(one Santoliiia,) three iegttmzb/osu? (one Gas- sides the Tamarix africana. 
sia, resembling Senna,) one Eiiphorhia (rotun- A.high jungle of Acacia extends hear the' 
idifolia,) one Cucurhitacea {Ou- plain of A^bdti, supplying an abundance of 

cumis africanus,) one . Crucifem (Fai'Setia sweet gum arabic, and the last stage toDathd.- 
linearis,) three ilihlufifcete (Hibiscus urens,.Ai- ra is encumbered with the Aloe soccotrina. 
thtea spec.,) one Tiliacea (Grewia spec.,) one There are also many fine forest-trees in the 
Cistima (Helianthemum spec.,) one valley of Kokai, among which the Tamarindus 

tlmcea (Acanthus carduifolius,) four indica stands conspicuous ; but no cultivation 

om Cyperacea. whatsoeveristobeseenduringtheentirepro- 

There were, however, no large timber-trees, gress of upward of three hundred miles from 
though edible berries of a sub-acid taste were the sea-coast to the green hills of Abyssinia. 


.DESCniPTION OF THE FEANKINCENSE-TtlEE, AS 
FOUND NEAR CAFE OUARDUFOI, ON THE SO- 
MAULI COAST, BY CAPTAIN G. B. KEMFTHORNE, 
/ INDIAN NAVY, COMMANDING THE HQN. COM- 
PANY’S SDOOF-OF- WAR ^^OLIVE.’^ 

At Bunder Cassim, about one hundred miles 
‘to the eastward of Berbera, the mountains 
come close down to the coast: There is a pass 
and road over them, and a few' hours’ walldng 
will, it is said, lead to a fine ‘ climate, and to, a 
beautifully fertile country, abounding in the' 
elephant, the rhinoceros, and the lion, and 
thickly populated by pastoral tribes. Several 
rivers take their sources in the high land, and, 
flowing to the southward and eastward, fail 
into the Indian Ocean, 4P or 5° north of the 
equator. 

The chief town of the Miggertlieyn Soinauli 
Is at ‘Bunder Maryah, which lies twenty miles 
S. 'W. of Ras Feeliik. The range is here 
about 5000 feet in altitude, and three miles 
from the shore. Ascending 1000 fee% a wnde 
plain presents itself, bounded on every side by 
precipitous mountains studded with the frank- 
incense and gum acacia-trees, but looking bare 
and naked from the total absence of underwood. 

The frankincense assumes the most singular 
aspect, from the fact of its invariably growing 
from the bare and smooth, sides of the white 
23 ; • '■ 


marble rocks of which these hills are composed, 
without any soil whatever to nourish it. Many 
'of the trees have, even attached themselves to 
the huge masses that have roiled down into the 
valley, and now lie scattered over the stony 
surface. From the base oif the trunk, and 
about treble its diameter, a very round thick 
substance is protruded, of a nature between 
bark and wood. This adheres most firmly to 
the stone, and at a distance resembles a mix- 
ture of mortar and lime. From the centre of 
the mass the stem, having first taken a bend or 
curve outward of several inches, rises straight 
up to a height of forty feet. It throws from 
the top short branches covered with a very 
bright green foliage, , the leaves being narrow 
and rounded at the end, five or six inches in 
length by one broad, crimped lilie the frill of a 
slnrt ; or rather bearing a stronger resemblance 
.to that beautiful species of sea-weed found 
along the coast of Sngland, and styled by urch- 
ins the old gentleman’s ruflBes.” 

From a foot to eighteen inches is the usual 
girth of the stem, and it tapers gradually away 
to the summit. The bark is perfectly smooth, 
and" consists of four distinct layers. The outer- 
most of all is very thin, and similar to that 'of 
the beech. . The Two next are of a singiiMy 
fine teiture, resembixng oiled letter-paper, per- 
fectly transparent, and of a beautiful amber 
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ft is ^sed foy the SomaiiHs to write 
ispon. The inner bark of all is about an inch 
thick, of iL duil-reddish hue, tough, and not un- 
like leather, but yielding a strong aromatic 
perfume. The wood is wiute and soft, and 
might be applied to many useful purposes. By 
making a deep incision into the inner rind, the 
gum exudes profusely, of the color and consis- 
tency of milk, but hardening into a mass by 
exposure to th€y atmosphere. 

The whole mountain range from Bunder 
Maryah to Cape Guarduibi is composed of lime- 
stone and marble, and near the latter place 
especially the marble is so white and pure that 
it approaches to alabaster. Fink and grayish 
black are also common colors, and in parts it 
might be mistaken ibr sandstone , until chipped 
off with the hammer. On the plain risited the 
liankincGn^ is nowhere to be found resting 
upon the ground, or upon any sort of soil, and 


the purer the marble to wdiich it adheres the 
'finer the growth of the tree. It would seem 
that this singular production of the vegetable 
world derives its sole nourishment from carbo- 
nate of lime. The young trees produce the 
best' and most valuable gum, the older merely 
yielding a clear glutinous fluid resembling co- 
■pai varnish, and exhaling a strong resinous 
odor. 

■ During the southwest monsoon the past'oral 
■tribes in 'the,neighborliqpd,of^:Ra^ Feeliik.col- 
lect large . quantities of Tranldncense, which 
they ba.iter to the Bamaiis,/of ...whom a few i-e-t 
side at' the Villages along the Abyssinian coast. 
Boats from Maculia, and from other ports on 
'the opposite Arabian shore, also come across 
'■during the,- fine season and 'carry .away"' the 
gums ’that have' been .accumulated, and 'w’'Mc!i 
are exehangedior a coarse 'Idnd -of cotton doth 
worn 'by the S'omauiL , 
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ABSTRACT OF A THBRMOMETRICAL REGISTER KEPT AT ANKOBEE, THE 
CAPITAL OF SHOA, DURING THE YEARS 1841, 184^. 




.Means, ..■ 

1 


Extremes. 



'■ . V ■ , Winds.': '' | 

Months. 

1 

P 

cu 

^ 

Mean daily varia- 
tion. 

Mean .Maximum . 

Mean Minimum. ' 

Diiference o^Mean 
Temperature of 
* successive Months. 

Greatest daily 
Variation. 

;> 

t.i 

1 

Extreme Month 
Variation. 

Extreme 

Maximum. 

Extreme 

aiinimum. 

Number of rainy 
Days. 

Direction. 

Force. 

January, 1843 ■ 

,52 

127 

58'3 

45*6 

0*2 

16 

8 

24 

65 

41 

0 

E. ^ E. S. E. 

Ligh't. 

.Fehruaiy - 

54-G 

10-5 

59-8 

49*3 

2-6 

18 

-4 

20 

t56 

4i] 

7 

E,, S. E.,E. a E. 

Light. 

March - - 

5>2 

H*5 

02-9 

51*,5 

' 2*6 

16 

6 

23 

69- 

46 

4 

E. 

Ijiglit. 

April - - 

my 

55*S 

77 

59 

51*3 

2*0 

11 

'2 

36 

f>2 

46 

14 

E. 

Strong. 

59 ’7 

m 

vp 

64-3 

557 

4*,5 

13 

5 

16 

67 

51 

4 

E. 

Occy. Strong. 

June 

fi2*i 

66-2 

58 

2*4 

17 

5 

17 

69 

52 

8 

E. 

Occy. Strong... 

July 

53*3 

9 V 

m-1 

53-6 

4*0 

13 

6 

18 

69 

■ 51 

28’ 

Variable, 

Moderate..." 

August, 1841 
Sej^mber 

5.5'8 

9*7 

4507 

50 

2<I 

13 

1 .7 

16 

63 

■47 

26 

Variable. 

Moderate, 

,55’ J 

92 


50*6 

0*5 

14 

1 -5. 

17 

03 

46 

13 

N.'&E. 'i 

Strong 

Octoiicr >•" 

52*1 

105 

679 

^*6 

. 3*2 

13 

. -5 

18 

62 

44 

4 

W. N. E.,E. ,i 

Strong. 

Novemher 

53*9 

11*C 

57-; 

46*1 

1V2 

16 

6 I 

17 

60 

43 

4 

N. N. E., E. ^ 

Strong. 

Dacewiber 

51*8 

13-fi 

58-€ 

ys 

0*1 

19 

10 

20 

61 

41' 

0 

S. 

Light. 

AuEual Means 
.and IS'xtrcmeB. 

55*5 

10’3 


' 5ft-2 

2*05 ’ 

19 

2 

24 ' 

69 

41 

112 

i 



: ,REimEKS,---4’hpc-:-ol3aeCT were. made with .horizontal, self-registering- tiierBaoineters, 
sheltered trom the rays tji the sun, but ‘freely exposed to the extemal air. 

The greatest diflferetice between the mean temperature of the coldest inontik (December) md 
w hottest, (lime) was ; whale the greatest range during whole year, between the 

minimum, 41®,, and maximum, 69®, amounted, oiiy to Si® 'i&ie mm aniual tem*' 
^ |3€eE 55| m ktimde 9® 95' imxili. > ■' 
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AEMISKS OJJ THE.GEOLO&Yj BOTANY^ AND ZOOL- 

oat OF THE niGllLAKDS OF SOUTHERN ABYS-, 

SIMA..:;' ■ ’ ■ 

, GEOLOGY. 

When the ponion of Northeasiera Africa 
fhat is to fonri tlie province.of inquiry received 
its present configuration, the fountains of the 
deep may be supposed to have opened at once 
upon a surface, of which the prior quality and 
condition has become so shut out from human 
observation, that analogies, drawn from other 
countries under' similar 'circumstances, must 
supply this deficiency. 

Porphyry fonns the almost immediate basis 
of all the difiereni volcanic formations discemi-- 
bie. From the pinnacle of Jebel Goodah, on 
the Gulf of Arabia, it may be traced, though 
indistinctly, ,m the. minor outrunners of the 
Abyssinian Alps, to the province of Efdt, where 
it passes under red sandstone. The principal 
Shoan range, and the high westerly plateau 
toward the valley of the Nile, present solely 
secondary formations, but the porphyry again 
emerges on the southerly borders in the ranges 
of Garra Gorphoo and Bulga ; while the left 
hank of the Hdwaah valley is d'istinefiy of primi- 
- tive' crystalline- formation. ' ' 

The overlying .rocks, which seem to have 
.been poured from the centre of tiiis ..tract, "con-' 
,sist of masses of trachyte and columnar basalt, 
of pyromids of wacke, and beds of lava and 
tuiwacke, with strata of conglomerates and 
sandstones, The former of these, the trachyte^ 
and basalt, b<?long to the lofty mountains of 
Abyssinia ; whereas wacke, lava, tuflb, and 
scoria:, cover the surtace, and form the iiills-of 
the desert’ below ;,.an{l" many districts present-' 
volcanoes .wliidij not h.!i:if a century ago, 'were 
ill violent activity. - . . ... 

- .The hii.ls of .Mentshar, Efat,. and -'Giddem, 
are detached, ranges, nearly parallel to " the 
Shoan alps, and tbrming as it were their -base, i 
Bisebsrag in some ’few spots the nature of their | 
_ iiilenor, it appears that immediately over the ] 
porphyry lies a red sandstone, embedding vast 
quantities of coal, and presenting -a' true strati- 
lication. It consists of m.i!:mte hut quite per* ' 
feet hexagon dodecai-ders of quarts i.n a white 
cement, is very soft, and cieavss - sometimes -in 
tegular stiuares. Its depth was not observed,, 
to fee very great, nox did" the overlying forma- 


tionsj a marl and conglomerates, seem to form 
, obstacles to the miner. 

' The Shoan mountains, of alpine height, ex- 
hibit a structure of basalt, wacke, and trachyte ; 
the latter, in all its varieties, surroimds a nu- 
cleus of basalt, basaltic wacke, and dolerite. 
The conglomerates and tnffos at their feet, and 
partly, on their ten*aces and togs, are of tra- 
chytie nature, and sometimes pierced through 
by small dikes of basalt.. Veins of ochre and- 
clay, holes filled with scoriae, with intrusions 
of larger or smaller Fragments of various rocks 
and miherals, and a idnd of stratification, are 
the principal features of this trachytic form- 
ation. 

When the action began, craters or clefts were 
formed in the then existing cnist of trap-rocks. 
The lava of olden times, the trachyte, was 
thrown out and settled above the former ; coe- 
val to it, or la little later, the tnffos and coa- 
glombrates were deposited, which prove the 
iuiportance of augite in their formation by nu- 
merous crystals of pyroxen embedded in them. 
Subsequently hew basaltic eruptions either rais- 
ed these deposits , to their present height, or 
pierced, them through in dikes in their original 
sites, both eases occurring nn the same locality. 

The basalt composing the hills about Ankh- 
ber presents no vestige of olivin, nor does it 
influence the magnetic needle; but a distinc- 
tion between basalt and green stone in their 
finer-grained varieties is difficult and to de- 
termine in words the affinity vyhich they bear 
' to each other in the present instance, the rock 
might be styled basaltic greenstone. Columns, 
pentagonal or heptagonp^j crown the tops of 
hilis,'-and seem ratheiy^' composition of .hom- 
hiende than of aii^o and feldspar. Scoria- 
, cions varieties ar/mund -on the outsides of the 
later protruded masses. ", '- ■ 

' The 'trachyi^ is- generally a compact -mass, 
.of grey feld-^ein, which, contains, crystals of 
■glassy ,f^parj irregularly • embedded,, and . in 
different qiiantitieB^ ..Some varieties are po- 
■ lousy'some full pfsmali'hoies, others black from 
g:?dns of obsi'dian ; -and a few, especially near 
the dikes, ;incliiie to plioiiolith. 

-To-'-the westward the lidge terminates in a 
high- plateau,i-he western Gaiia provinces of the 
kingdom. Scarcely lower than- the main' tract 
■of its'eaatem precipiceythia vast. plain is crossed - 
■in various difectiioBrby hill ranges^ the 'gr«w 
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part of which do not rise to £ny considerable 
height. Here true basalt is disclosed in all the 
grandeur of its columnar clevage, but no other 
species of rock. Deep and narrow ravines 
carry off the superabundant waters, and pits of 
tolerable ironstone afford a supply of metal for 
the manufacture of weapons. 

The chief bearing of the mountain chains in 
Shoa is north and south, with spurs to the west 
and east. The towering height to which they 
rise, in a nearly uninterrupted ascent, may be- 
calculated to be from eight to nine thousand 
feet above the level of the sea, and their single 
pinnacles far exceed that limit. They are 
most abrupt, and difficult of access, excepting 
by jhe only two passes to the high western pla- 
teau. Ravines and chasms of a depth' wliich 
admits the sun but for few hours, tell of the ca- 
tastrophe which resulted in ■ their foimation. 
Inaccessible steep cliffs and dismal precipices 
everywhere line the tiresome footpath of the 
lonely muleteer. 

The hills of Efat present more rounded forms ; 
the slopes, not bare of soil, allow a footing for 
cultivation ; and. their tops, in the shape of 
platforms, afford the most eligible positions for 
the abode of the Abyssinian farmer. During 
the rainy season, all the many rivers which .at 
other times carry only sufficient water for the 
purposes of the cultivator, not only fill their 
•deeply excavated beds, but overflowing and 
inundating all the lower parts of the hills, would 
sweep off any of the fragile Abyssinian build- 
ings within reach ; but the soil, wlien saturated 
with humidity, becomes so heavy and compact 
as to be not easily washed away. The im- 
petuosity of the mountain , torrent undermines 
the fast-decomposing rock, and frequently 
•brings down large boulders and loose stones, 
which, dashing against.the sides of the ravine, 
are in no small degree instrumental to its de- 
struction. 

Not less important are the changes going on 
in the high range, since the time of their form- 
ation. Ice is of so uncommon occurrence, that 
we can scarcely attribute to it any considerable 
cooperation ; but the action of water is mate- 
rially assisted by occasional earthquakes. Grad-^ 
ual decomposition and decay has produced on 
the base, and produces still, conglomerates of 
various thickness and extent. The high pla- 
teau enjoys a thick coau of fertile black soil. 
Lakes, pools, morasses, and swamps, are fre- 
quent ; the rivers of little fall have muddy and 
miry beds, wliich on that account become, un- 
fordable during the rains. , 

A few hot mineral wells are known and 
made u^ of in Efat and Giddem. Precious 
metals and precious stones have not yet been 
discovered ; but of useful mineral products, 
iron, sulphur, and coal are the principal. Iron, 
ores are the riches^f the high plateau, the oxy- 
hydrate being the best -of them. Inclosed in 
the basalt, it comes te view only in the ravines, 
'whence it is scraped out. Prom the western 
borders of the Adel country, and ff'om the ex- 


tinct volcanoes of Mentshar, is derived the 
small supply of native sulphur required: the 
pits are described as exceedingly copious. 
Coal-beds appear to extend along \he whole* 
of the eastern frontier of Shoa ; but the com- 
bustible nature of the fossil is scarely known 
in the country. Copper, tin, zinc, and salt, 
are all imported into Shoa ; the Adaiel posses! 
sing the last commodity in abundance. The 
Slioaii clay proves a very indifferent material 
for the manufacture of earthen- ware. Excel- 
lent quarries could be worked, but the primitive 
fashion of the dwellings is independent of the , 
use of stone. 

■' ' .BOTANY. , 

The provinces that compose the kingdom of 
Shoa enjoy not only political but natural and 
physical boundaries. From the luxuriant vege- 
tation, or the parched-up desert of a tropical 
clime, we suddenly ascend to regions where 
the blessings of fertility are more equably dif- 
fused, and which serve as granaries to the .in- 
habitants of the lowlands. 

From the general nature of the rocks, it is 
qbvious that the soil consists chiefly of decom- 
posed feldspar, winch requires abundance of 
water. Dews, rains,, and springs, however, so 
moisten the mountain side, that artificial irri- 
gation need be resorted' to but on few localities. 
Along the foot of the hills, rude channels, dug 
out of the sandy or gravelly soil, conduct 
abundance of water to plantations at a distance 
from the river side ; and in these lower regions, 
periodical inundations supply the want of rain. 

It is an established fact, that cryptogamic 
plants of cellular constniction are in different 
zones nearly the same. Under similar circum- 
stances, the same lichen covers the the 

rock in Europe as in the continents of the tor- 
rid zone, the same mould lines decaying mat- 
ter, and the same fungus cleaves to bark and 
root. But compared with the other orders of 
plants, the cellulars are most defective in num- 
bers throughout Abyssinia, the peculiarities of 
the climate being very unfavorable to their de- 
velopment. c 

Every kind of parasitic plant is looked upon 
’with a suspicious eye in Abyssinia ; and those 
of the vascular orders furnish to the conjuring 
practitioner his principal remedies. But the 
mushrooms, {Bemastaji,) the fungi and pufl:'- 
balis, (Ya arrogie siet phis,)' tire believed to 
pollute the finger that touches them, and to be 
downright poison. Mould, of course, thrives 
exuberantly on every substance in so moist a 
climate as that of Shoa. The blight is but 
too well known ; the Boletus igiiiarius grows 
abundantly in the forests ; Farmelim and other 
lichens cover rocks, or depend fantastically 
from the withered branches of gigantic trees. 
Mosses, however, are very scarce, and only of 
four kinds. 

The mscular acotyledonic plants, the ferns, 
might likewise be expected in greater variety 
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among the Ahyssiiiian weeds than is aetiialiy 
the case. The deep recesses of the few fe* 
snaining forests harbor some kinds which very 
closely resemble European forms, and belong 
to the genera Aspidiumj Folypodium, Asjde- 
■niiim, Adlantams, Scoloptendrmttif Ophioglos- 
sum, and Fteris. No tree is among them, 
nor are the Abyssinians aware of the useful 
properties of the tribe. Adimthum CapUlm 
Veneris is called in Amharic Sera besm f U e, 
much work— finely wrought. 

^ Qf the four orders into which- the tribe of 
mormcotyleddnic plants is naturally subdivided, 
viz. the Grasses, the Lilies’ the Orcliidds, and 
the Pahiis, the first tindoubtediy deseiwes our 
principal attention, for it is by far the most nu- 
merous and important. The great elevation 
of the Abyssinian plains is so favorable, for the 
cultivation oi all Cerealia of the temperate zone, 
that they may rival the very best agricultural 
districts of Northern Europe, while the low 
country along the foot of the mountains .pro- 
duces some kinds of tropical grain; and would 
folly answeb for the cultivation of rice, wliich 
at present.is Unknown in the country. 

The Abyssinian husbandman takes great 
tiouble in. improving the cultivated sorts of 
graip by changing the seed-com at every sea- 
son, and sometimes by sowing promiscuously 
diiferent sorts to produce new varieties. Hence 
the astonishing number of distinguishable kinds 
of grain cultivated in a small compass of ground 
tmder certain ^ established appellations, and 
brought into use for yery difierent purposes. 
Within ' a circumference^ of five m^es around 
Anltdber are found, of juwarre, 28 varieties ; 
of wheat, 24 j of barley, 16 ; of rye, 2 ; of teff, 
4 ; of oats, 2 j of .maize,. 2. Various kinds of 
bread and cakes , are prepared from some of 
these ; malt for beer is chosen from others ; 
and the inferior kinds are given to slaves and 
cattle. ; 

The existing meadow-grasses , answer so 
well, that an introduction .of new species, or a 
regular culture, is not attempted. In times of 
great famine, the seeds of some of these grasses 
come ir^o use as food, jn the swamps and 
humid meadows, and in many rivulets, species 
of Cyperus and Scirpus are very frequent, some 
of which ^ attain immense height, being used 
for thatching, or in the manufacture of basinets,' 
.mats, &,c. Papyms also grows in the low 
countries of Efdt. 

The following species of grasses and grain 
are cultivated : Ldrgliwm vulgarei (Mashila,) 
the Juwarree of India, and Durrim of Arabia, 
in many varieties, the principal of which are, . 
A (Sengada) with red spreading spike, s ( TPb- 
|«n) with yellow, compact, -pendent spike. 
The young stalks contain a great deal of sac- 
charine, and are chewed : they attain, in good 
atuations, the enormous height of eighteen feet. 
The produce of Efot and Giddem in this grain 
K chiefly exported to the countries of the Ada- 
M; but a small quantity comes to the Shoan 
marts for inferior kinds of beer, unleavened 
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bread, and the food of mules. In Shoa itself, 
Mashila cannot be raised on account of the 
low temperature. 

^^Saecharum oflicuiariim, the sugar-cane, 
{Shonkar,) is also planted to a small extent in 
the low country. The art of making sugar 
being, unknown, it is only chewed; and al- 
though considered a great luxury, and sent in 
token of friendship by the great, no particular 
care is bestow^ed upon improving its grow’th. 

Eleusiae Tocussa, (Dagusa,) a minute grain, 
in quaternaire crosswise disposed spikes, is pro. 
duced on a low grass extenswely cultivated 
in Northern Abyssinia ; and the emperor of 
Gondar is said to be forced by etiquette to eat 
cakes of it, to the .exclusion of other farina- 
ceous food- 

Poa Abyssinica, (Tef.) Tliis millet-like 
seed is a favorite .With all Abyssinians, although 
the bread made of it is extremely miwiiolesome 
and insipid. Four varieties are found, two of 
a brown and two of a white kind. The latter 
has the preference ; and the finest, called Alan- 
ya .Teff, is grown only upon the king's fields, 
and can never be purchased by the subject. 
The straw of the Teff is regarded the best 
stable-fodder. 

Zea Maize (JSdar.AXashila,!. e. Honey-sweet 
Mashila,) is ‘principally eaten when fresh and 
milky. A little roasted, it is a most acceptable 
offering to the visitor. Sixteen kinds of barley 
{Geps^ are raised on tile Mil-tops and on the 
high plateau of the Galia country, where nei- 
ther juwarree nor wheat will thrive. Its great- 
est consumption is in brewing, but mules and 
horses are also fed on it, and the finer sorts are 
eaten, (Alariam Sahr, Litch^Alkuso, Sada~ 
Task.) Fctrya Settat, i. e. the slave’s por- 
tion,” as might be imagined, is not of first-rate 
quality. . - 

Secale cereale (JOaniasJt, Sanaf Eolo,) finds 
a limited consumption, mixed with other flour 
in bread. 

Triticum acstivum, hibernum, etc. 'Sendi.) 
Shoa can boast of twenty-four varieties of 
wheat.' ^Many of these were originally culti- 
vated by the Galia, and subsequently iiitro- 
duced. The other provinces of Abyssinia have 
also -furnished various idnds ; but the most es- 
teemed are indigenous, viz. Y’ahoon ehel, Ya 
heri mangada, Ya gosh gumhar, i.- aboon’s 
grain f bullock’s molar tooth buffaloes* 
forehead.” Wheat iafrequently eaten imground, 
in a mixture of parched’ grain, Called Eolo, : 
which is the only store carried by the Amhara 
wanior into the field. 

A vena spec. (Gheratna,) is a small kind of j 
oats sown oii the poorest fields, in order that 
favorite mules and homes may crop it while yet 
green. In times of scarcity, the poor are com- 
pelled to resort to it. 

. Bambusa arundinacea (>57imaZ.) The bam- 
boo is not indigenous in any part of the coun- 
try, but groves are planted ori the king’s grounds, 
in order to supply poles for the royal tents. 

The following are the grasses found in every 
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pasture: LoEum temuleutuBi {Bnk&rdud^ 
snucli dreaded as poison; Chloris sspec. {Ager- 
ma;) Andropogon distacliyum,v(G^as//,a;) An- 
tfeistiria spec. {Samhalet;) ' Sporoboius spec. 
(T'a teffmh’^ the seeds eaten as t|iose of the 
teff; Foa brizoides ( Ya Kiri sttlir ;) Kiri is a 
species of finch j which eats the small seeds ; 
Setaria spec. ( Ya oosha Sendad^f.) 

The next order, that of the Lilies^ is not so 
numerous as might be expected of Africa, but 
.when a species does appear, it covei's vast 
tracts with its lovely colors. None hut the. 
edible kinds of Allium arc cultivated in Abys- 
sinia, ornamental gardens being quite unknown 
throughout the country. Some grow in swam- 
py meadows, especially those wfith bulbs more 
properly ranldng as lilies : others with peren- 
nial stent are found on diy waste places, such 
the Asparagus and the Aloe. The whole 
year round the meads are graced by the lovely 
blossoms of two Commeline®, viz. Commelina 
and Tradescantia spec. Both having 
:il tubers, they are called Off migooii 
and Off gala, i.e. “bird's egg” {off, a bird ; an^ 
goon and gala, or more commonly angola^ an 
egg.) These tubers arc eaten in times of fani- ' 
ine. One Ixia, a very beautiful Idnd, of the 
morasses around AngPllala, springs up imme- 
diately after the termination of the rains. H®- , 
manthus coccineus, Amaryllis clavata, Gloriosa 
spec., are rare plants of Efat ; Bulbocodium 
spec, is a very transient form observable a few 
days after the rains of Bounty.'^ Onions and. 
garlic {Neitch Shongort), are favorite vegeta- 
bles ; various kinds of AJoe {Ya jib shongort) 
adorn the wastes of Efat, and furnish good 
fibres for malting ropes. Asparagus retrofrac- 
tus {Saroii,) and Asparagus ethiopicus (Kds- 
tamtclm,) are fructiferous and climbing shrubs : 
a green twig of the first stuck in the hpir of the 
sinciput is a token of exultation after a siic- 
ce^fiil encounter with an- enemy or wild beast ; 
the 'wood oT the second is of peculiar hardness, 
and fitting well serves the. Amhdra scribe as 
^ a pen. Lastly one Smilax (Ashkila) affords 
the stick in csommon use as a tooth-brush. 

That equaEy beautiful and important order, 
the might be supposed to find its 

natural ground in Abyssinia, where both at- 
mosphere and soil are so favorable ; but ginger 
is still imported from Gurague : arrow''-root 
and mlep are unknowm, and not a single kinff 
of the respective genera is an inhabitant either 
of Shoa or Efht. The real Orchide(B of the 
forests, moreover, are few’ in number ; Epiden- 
drum capense, cleaving to the hark of the wild 
ohve-tree, is die only representative of that in- 
teresting group, the Bpldendrem, Of the plan* 1 
tribe three species have been introduced 
Itom the south, Im apparently with little ad? 
vantage ; viz. MmzjMxm paradisiaca, a coarse 
kind of. plantain, wMch' is* reared on some few 
spots- in Efsit for the royal table, apd 'two spe- 
cks of Urania called Bns^U and; iShlwr. These 
are planted in Shoa,for the sake ^ their leaves j 
they j»Mom advance to flower and feuit, in 


consequence of the low temperature. The 
only visible difference between them is., that in 
the Koba the middle rib of the leaf is on the 
underside red, as also the stem ; -while in the 
Ensete both are light green. Either of these 
trees, when suffered lo grow, attains a iicigUi 
of tw’elvc feet in the stem, exceeding by lav 
that of the Mooz ; the leaves are equal in size 
to those of the latter, and are only used .to 
bake bread upon. Their proper home is Giira- 
gue, the famous seat of so many botanical 
riches. Seed-capsules of the Koba brought 
from that country contaiti four or five angular 
nuts full of a meal}'- substance liite the finest 
arrow-root, which is boiled and given to chil- 
dren to make them grow ; the base of the fniff- 
is filled with a delicious pulp lilve that of the 
piantoin. In Gurague the young shoots of the 
Ensete form a principal part of the diet, bur, 
they are despised by the Arnhiira, who are not 
at ail addicted to vegetables. The fibres are- 
used in the manufacture of ropes and mats, 
which form an important article of trade with 
Shoa. Ensete and Koba arc hardier than the 
Mooz : and towering above the inclosures ot 
the lofty villages impart an aspect, not properly 
belonging to the landscape, and strangely con- 
trasting with many' alpine associates. 

The Falrns of the continents of the eastern 
world are; with very few exceptions, inhabi- 
tants of the sea-borders, and do not thrive at 
any considerable elevation or even distance in- 
land. The coast of the Adaiel is therefore the 
only locality \vhere three species of this tribe, 
viz. Pheenix dactyiifera, Hyphtene cucifera, and 
Borassus fiabellifomris, appear ; but so scantily, 
that 4he date must be imported fi:om Arabia, 
Baskets and mats are manufactured of the 
leaves of all, and some toddy is prepared ol 
the Borassus especially. 

The preceding enumeration of acotyledoiiie, 
and monocotyledoiiic plants is not sufficient to 
determine the systematic place due to the Abys 
siiiian vegetation in general. ^The Dicotyle- 
dones, comprising two thirds of all the plants, 
will necessarily help to show, that although in- 
cluded witlnn the tropics, the Flora ^ Shoa, 
and of some of the Galla provinces to the w'-est, 
is, on the whole, subalpine. The avenues of 
approach to them from the eastward, evince in 
their scanty dress the infiiicnee of a tropical sun ; 
and between these two extremes, a happy and 
most fertile province intervenes, where, by the 
side of the hardy grain, cotton and coffee may 
be raised — ^where a .tea-plant and many species 
of indigo gro-w wild — and where, in fact, a tem- 
perate and a torrid clime exchajige their pro- 
ducts as it were upon neutral ground. 

The Chlamydohiasta number but very few 
species in Abj'ssinia. One Nymphaae only, on 
the lakes of Shoa, and one Aristolochia (brac- 
teata) of the Adaiel country, could be discov- 
ered. This lattqr, called Gerhaad^ is a secret 
remedy. with the Danikil against poisoned 
wounds, and in fact they are prone to attribute 
mysterious qualities’!© the most of their weedfc 



Fepper is aot foirndl eitte in a mM or caltiva- 
t«i statCj allhongh aotfiing would oppose the 
iBtroductioa of tiiat favorite condiment, which 
at present, under the appeUation of Gunia Ber- < 
heri (Gunia, an ant ; Berheri, hot spice) is im- 
ported fi'om Arabia and India. 

Of apeialmis €4-ijmiioUfisL9, some important 
species are to be recorded, since they form the 
„ chief pride of the forests. 'And' justly begin- 
ning with the CoiiiferjB, the fir (cedar,) which 
graces the Alps of Northern' Abyssinia, is re- 
placed in Bhoa by a gigantic jmiiper, Junipe- 
ras excelsa (Bet.) This riobie tree of the Woods 
as well as of the churchyards attains in its life 
of one century a, iieight of upward of one hun- 
dred and sixty feet, with four to five in diam- . 
eter at the base. Growing nearly in the shape 
of a cypress, it throws ofi‘ continually the lower 
branches, which shoot out almost at a right 
angle fiom the stem, so tliat two-thirds of the 
same are void, of green ; the top is always a 
pyramid, and generally scanty. The wood is 
very inferior, but splitting readily it supplies, in 
the absence of proper carpenter^s tools, the 
cluef timber used in the construction of huts 
and churches ; and it forms, besides, the com- 
mon fuel. Neither is any use made of the re- 
sin or ’ berries ; but twigs lopped off the melan- 
choly trees that overshadow the cemetery, are 
often strevra upon the corpse before the grave 
is filled up. . A yew tree, Taxus elongata, 
Sigba, also of the Shoan forests, keeps within ^ 
more moderate dimensions j sixty feet in height; ; 
and five in circumference, is. the utmost. The 
tough wood, lilte that of the wild olive-tree, 
furnishes the timber for Works of art wliich are 
to last some time. To tarry beneath its shade, 
or to inhale the smoke of burning yew wood, is 
regarded as particularly noxious. 

The io’w temperature reigning in the Alps 
of Abyssinia does not prohibit the growth of a 
species of fig, which . contrasts strangely enough 
with the tali juniper. The Shoala, a land of ^ 
Banyan tree, with large, oval, acute, seyrated, 
and subcordate leaves, alld racemes of fruits at- 
tached only to the stem and principal branches, 
measures frequently seven feet in diameter, with 
a heigh^^of forty feet, at .an age of two-score 
years. Its roots are partly above gtomid ; but 
of secondary, or branch-roots, there is lio ves- 
tige. Requiring no small space for expansion, 
it stands commonly on the outskirts of the for- 
ests, or quite alone, but its shade is extremely 
dense and unfavorable' to ’" other vegetation.,,; 
The fruit, of ihe size of , a pigeon’s egg, brown 
and insipid, might be eaten by people in dis- 
tress. . In the - low country the Sycamore. Fig- 
tree makes its appearance; itiS' called IFbr- 
“, the 'Golden/’ by ,the Amhdra, and 
Woia by the Gaiia; and has, with ; those of. 
the latter nation, who are, still' in :.the bonds 
of ldo!atry,a sacred signification. „Being plant- 
ed- .over' the tombs of notable persons, conju- 
ror, or heroes, offerings are.' hfouglit tO; it, 
^d,.huiag upon the branches' at certain festi- 
when the neighboring tribes fe^st togeth- 


er upon that holy and neutral ground. The 
Worka stands always near running water, tow« 
ering far over the jungle, although the undivi- 
ded stem is scarcely ten feet high. The leaf 
has a yellow tbmentum below ; and the fiiiit 
fomis a favorite food for monkeys and of vari- 
ous birds, but is not touched by man. 

The Kuaraf, Gunnera spec., another plant 
of the same family, of ArtocarpecD, is an im- 
portant vegetable during the strict fast of Lent, 
it grows in swamps and rivulets, and is an an- 
nual low plant from a perennial root mth large 
radical leaves and a leafless staiii, bearing the 
minute flowers on a bunchy raceme. The 
petioles, ribs of leaves, and stalics are eaten 
fresh when stripped of the epidermis ; and 
their taste is similar to that of the soireL The 
common stinging nettle (Sama) is by boiling 
also prepared into an mdiiferent food during 
the quadragesimal low diet. The troublesome 
weed grows everywhere, to a height of five feet. 

Of the many Polygonece, a few must be 
noticed on account of their frequent occurrence 
and of their use. Polygonum tomentosum (Bus 
Wahalmj, i. e. upon the water,”) and Polyg- 
onum serratum, cover the margins of morasses 
and lakes.. Polygonum fnitescens (Umboatoo) 
is the most common hedge-shrub. Rurnex ari- 
{o\ms (Makmako,) frequent in swampy, mea- 
dows, yields, in its fleshy root, a reddish dye 
for coloring butter. The root of another spe- 
cies ^fRumex called is believed to be a 
nostiunr for barbarous and criminal purposes 5 
but) happily, it is quite innocent, firstead of 
these species, which all belong to the Flora of 
Shoa, there appear in the Adel country several 
.Boerhaavise. Bitroduced into Shoa is a kind 
of willow (ATieia,) much -employed in the 
manufacture of saddles. 

The mo'mpetalQus Gymmhlasts, being a 
class next to the highest and most important, 
contain a large number of plants, of wMch the 
following are pointed out : Plantago capenaas 
(Ya guru wosA,) and Plantago aegyptiaea 
(Burrh,) both common weeds in Shoa ; Plum- 
bago capensis, with large white corolla, in 
I Efilt, and Scabiosa decurrens (Adai,) with' 
snowy heads, in Shoa, are higlfly omamentai; 
Eeiunops horridus, growing to the height of 
ten feet about Angbllaia ; Carthamus tiacto- 
rius {Siif,} extensively cultivated in Efilt for 
the oil of the seeds and for the dye yielded by 
the flowers ; Carduncellus spec. (Dorakus,} 
a decoction of the dried flower heads is ad- 
ministered in ague. Several ttvining species 
of Mikania adorn the forests of Shoa ; two 
fructiferous Cacaiise, foil of a balsamic sap, 
and one Klenia, ekliibit the brightest scarier in 
the jungles of Bfar. pteronia spinosa and 
Helichrysum vestitum are hardy shrubs found 
on the slopes. Species of Gnaphalium and 
Bidens are annoying weeds in the cotton fields* 
The numerous Idnds of Radiat® contain only 
one of importance, viz. the Foljmmia abysain- 
ica which is the chief oil- plant, ^uf 

and Mug oil mixed m eaikd Kabanngn ana 
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only Tised for burning, since it possesses strong 
purging qualities. The family of the Composiim 
fnmjshes altogether but a small number of 
usrfui plants in proportion to its extensiveness. 

The Campanulace<B are low annual insiff- 
nincant weedSj one Lobelia excepted, viz. -the 
Lhynchopetalum montanum or Mera This 
strange perennial plant, with the aspect of a 

palm-tree, grows chiefly in moist ravines 
among the high mountains, and is especialiv 

The stem attains 
npvvarcl of fifteen feet in height^ and five inch> 
es m diameter. The top carries a crovm of 
‘he spike is one foot and a 
halt long. When the seeds are ripe, the 
plant dies suddenly. One Erica (Asta,) five 
teet m height, -assists likewise to dispel the as. 

Tiora, W'hieh is conveyed 
by the Veronica Becoabunga and Anagallis of 
the meadow rivulets. Scrophularia frntescens 
strong smell of camphor, is 
^ed as a febrifuge and charm; two Ifinds of 
Orobanche are also among the conjurer’s infal- 

f rarduifolius is the 

‘ ®timel-fodder m the desert. Rare 
specimens of Hyperanthera Motinga, the same 
M m Arabia, stand near the pools of the low 

theai7ioL®fi“’i’“'’“^f instantly red in 
appl ed 40 no use. Mint, thyme, and other 
replete with 
Of reputation due 

only three have 
names and adhibition, viz. Origanum spec. 

tinn n?? the fomenta- 

tion of bods ; Leonotis spec. (JSas Khnr ) as 

Ira*® u ^ decoetion of the dLd 

leaves, mixed with a little oil; Several Corml- 
mlace<B and Boragincffl pass disregarded. Of 

2^d^“rf Th P«S capr® binds the 

^nd of the sea-beach; of the latter, a few 

toEfdt!”® ofCordia abyssinica (Wanzeg) grow 

,, ®?Psicum fimtescens {Geieh. Berheri. i e 
red pepper,”) the most important of hot spices 

th “<H>ensable commodity 

of Moslem population, are objecte 

of diligent cultivation .in fhe lower ooum^- 

ef fttmTl e If must be import- 

mm {Umboi,) a shrab, the seeds of which arc 
fish^wbf u surface of ponds to stupefy the 
fish, which are nevertheless still eatable^anrl 

ities of X n!. “®o ^ d"«®*io qual- 

divinailK^^ Neither powers of 

■ ?"?• W other 


giganteaare th®- most prominent^ 9®lotropis 

has a fieshy, quadraiigulaS > formhr 
Stem of two feet height, and wher-''o®«'='l 
IS scarcely approachable ; the fiower 

good charcoal for gunpowder Cornishes 

flora, with particularly sweel-sm^n-^^''' 
ers, lines the borders of the -ivn 
Canssa spec. (Jgame) has ediblfr 5 

flourishes both in Efat and Sh„ 
verticillata (Adgmr) is a juni”®; Mehnea 
feet height, with purging berrira *^n 

{Doda Gula,) is a shrub fn f^Pohotria 
Cofiea arabica (Wo„) grf ws viSrin ' 
the warmer provinces, but is dii! of 

I ed out by the Christian popu* Plnoh- 

sidor the use of the berry to ho "’.r"' *° ®°n- 
sa vation as the doctrine of thhfM to 

Where his followers abide in m tff ® Pi'ophet. 
or uncontrolled; as in Gidrt™ ““nthers, 
countries of the Ittoo and aI^ ‘he 

coffee-tree grows unmolested ‘’'® 

ever, being taken of it : b&iL^° how- 
seems to lie far to the west 
kingdoms of Cafia and Enar^f X?’ 
key’s load is sold for the twemirah ^ 
dollar Two kinds of jessaS* ^ ■ 

their fragrant flowere the hed^o ® 

Olea spec. (Woira) is, with tb? • 

yew, the principal forest tree of 

to eighty feel in height and four tv ’ 

are its common dimensions Th“ 

the wild olive-tree affords exoeii ”®. o^’ 

timber ; but no use is made o7‘hi ? 

attains the size of; a large'pea. * 

Among the polypetahus Gvmr,nn 
which vegetation has attained » 

degree of perfection . with respeet T, 
of shape and color, as well Jt *?. ^oftetv 
nutritious qualities, we find ‘se^rSfre 
families altogether wanting i^ i " 

Abyssinia. The Pomace®^ aL a 
are absent, and the existing sciv ^ 
trees, whether wild or enffivamd ^ 

.froI!*,l’,“>deed 


most apparent. Others of mor7hi-j^ indeed 

yetis, as the 

tmae : but the T.« — ^'floca- 


teSrZr® •’ b^Te f 
eJoSmt P®>ypotarorpir 

. Of Umbelliferm there exists 
country one .Ferala, a’ small tree n? ^ 
properties. In Shoa there are severarr^^*^T^^ 
(Aaramhashui) growing on pa Oaucahs 
and poisonous to cattle. ‘ CorisrVJ^ grounds, 
{Dumhelan,) and Anetbum feenieff 
well-known European spices\S 

ni-ni n n. „ a iffood 


~ rva* Atiuiupyy] 

•Kerberis. tinctoria of 1 
yellow, dye for inournino' 

s^c. (Bnsomid,) is a creeps with 
leaves, upon which small cak^ 

^nyeulus trilobus (Goodie,) isa^re ?1 
'»Pod on the meadows.' MtoU ‘ ®®°™e 

f^,) is occasionaHy-cullvated 
Several species of Polygala flourish XoS 
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Some grow in shady places ; one ; 

of them Impatiens grandis (GirsMd,X has a 
tuberous root, with the juice of which women 
paint their palms and faces red. TMaspi 
bursa pastoris {Ta. %ug elat^ u e. ‘‘sheep’s 
tail,”) the cosmopolitan weed, follows agricul- 
ture also in Abyssinia. Sinapis nigra {Sand- 
Jitch,) gro ws wild, and is sometimes resorted, 
to as an additional ingredient of the pepper- 
sauce called wotz, Brassica spec. (Gomnun,) 
a cultivated coarse kind of cow-cabbage, pe- 
rennial, and five feet high, is eaten as a yege- 
* , tn^ie after much boiling ; the seeds are also | 
used for oil. Of the numerous | 

^ Cadaba indica, is particularly important in the j 
Adel desert, being for many scores of miles | 
the only shrub which affords shelter from the ; 
noontide sun. Two species of Capparis make ; 
impenetrable hedges in Efat. Cucumis afri- i 
canus ( Ya medur ooynhoi,) is an annual plant, | 
of sandy and desert places; the seeds are , a ; 
favorite medicine in Shoa, and also with the : 
Gailn. Ciicumis Colocynthis, is frequent in 
the valleys adjoining the Bahr Assal, but is not 
collected either for home use or for exportation. 
Cucurbita kgenaria (Keif) grows wild, and is 
raltiyated in Efdt for water-bottles. Cucurbita 
P®P9 j a common coarse pumpkin, in Shoa 
I serves as a vegetable. Bryonia scabrella ( To; 
j Amora M*mf) is a much-dreaded poison. Two 
species of Fiacourtia, Koshim and Menedenif 
I have edible berries. 

^ tnontana, a violet without smell, grows 

in the forests of Shoa. .Tamaricinm occur in’ 
the desert, from the sea-shore as far as to the 
Hdwash ; the presence of the principal kind, 
called is to the D^nkali herdsman a 

^re indication of water near the surface. 
The genus Hypericum has only showy plants. 
The: ChenepodetBf chiefly weeds, contain one 
species (called AmedmadoOf) which is used for 
polislung metal. Achyraiithes spec. (Tali- 
^ neh) is a styptic medicine. Phytolacca abys- 
(^ndott) is a common shrub in Shoa 
' and Efdt ; a cold . infusion of the dried and 
pounded berry possesses wonderful cleansing 
qualities, and is used instead of soap. Silene 
dianthoides^il^^fo^wZ,) is a pretty fiower found 
on the high mountains; Galanchoe verea 
I (EndehaJ^ooh) is a very common succulent 
'■ plant, the leaves of which are dried and 
f smoked like tobacco in phthisical affections, 

I ' the juice of them administered as refriger- 
i ants in inflammatory fevers. Ephilobium vil- 
; losum (Fu laJm tchau, i. e. “cow’s salt”) is 
regarded as an excellent and wholesome fodder 
; for horned cattle, if given occasionally. Punica 

1 granatum (Moomd,) sometimes cultivated in 
I Efdt, was introduced from Arabia. Several 
species of Grewia bear edible fruits in the des- 
^^oir acidity is very grateful. 

I j various kinds of Byttnenacem and 

\ lmlvace<B no particular, interest is attached, 
^ cotton (Det) Gossypium nigrum, 

wmch is Cultivated in two varieties, the finer 
and smaller species growingin the shade of the 


taller and more hardy. Both! are regarded as 
indigenous to Abyssmia. Grain and cotton 
clotn form the principal staple commodities of 
Shoa. liinum usitatissimum ( Tulbah) is culti- 
vated merely for the seeds, of which oil is 
made : flax-dressing not ■ being understood. 
Vitis vinifera (JYom SafJ planted as a curi- 
osity in the king’s gardens, bears plentifully, 
and would doubtless answer well upon volcanic 
soil. Several species of Cissus interlace the 
jungles of Efdt ; one, especially, is a constant 
companion of the Camel-thorn Acacia in the 
desert; ■■ . .. ; 

Euphorbia abyssinica (Kdlqualj) a singular 
sconce-iike milk bush of the Abyssinian groves, 
gives charcoal for gunpowder ; with the corro- 
sive sap it is frequently atterapfod to stop ulcers 
of a phagedenic nature. The inspissated juice 
of two, other species of- Euphorbia, Birgut and 
Anderfaf Btxv&s as a drastic purgative. The 
ostrich-hunting Somauli poisons his arrows 
with the milk of Euphorbia antiquorum, which 
does hot make the meat injurious. Ricinus 
africanus (Guk) affords in its seeds a famous 
medicine for cattle, and is frequent in Efa.t. 
Rhamnus spec. ^Gesko) is a tonic, and a de- 
coction of the leaves of this cultivated slirub is 
used in the manufacture of hydromel and beer 
instead of hops. Celastrus ^ec. (Chaat) is a. 
species of the tea planted and used in EEty hut 
more extensively in Caffa hnd other countries 
of the interior. .In Efdt the fresh leaves are 
both chewed’ and used a&an astringent medi- 
cine, or taken in order to dispel sleep ; a de- 
i coction in water or milk being also drunk as a 
■ beverage, which tastes bitter enough. Hage- 
nia abyssinica (Cosso) affords, in a cold infu- 
sion of the dried flowers and capsules, the 
I famous drasticum purganS and anthelminthi- 
I cum of the Abyssinians. Tire tree is one of 
the most picturesque in appearance. Balsamo- 
dendroh Myrrha (Kurbeta) grows on the bor- 
ders of Efdt, in the jungle of the Hdwash, and 
in the Adel desert. The resinous gum, called 
Uofaliy is collected for exportation. Balsamo- 
dendron Opobalsamum (Besham) k commonly 
found with the foiiner, and grows even at Cape 
Aden. Citrus medica flourishes wild 

in the jungles of Giddem, and is cultivated in 
Efat; Citrus aurantium (Bafir Lomi,) lately 
introduced from Arabia, and Citrus decumana 
var, ('ZVuttco,) with apple-like solid pulp, are 
both found in the royal orchards. Rubus pin- 
natus (Injori) yields the best of all wild -grow- 
ing ffuits in Abyssinia-^a true blackberry of 
the forests. Rosa abyssinica (Kaga^ a tree- 
like dog-rose, bears an edible hip. The Bray- 
era abyssinica. Which serves in Tigre instead of 
Cosso, is not Jaiown in the southern provinces; 

Trffolium saxatile cespitosum (Nagad) is 
sown on the best meadows for green fodder. 
Vicia faba (Bdkkela) is most extensively culti- 
vated in Bhoa and in the Galla countries' to the 
west ; the beans are eaten either fresh* and 
green during the.season, or, when dry, made 
up . into, soups. Ervum lens (Mismr,) Cicer 
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anetiMJm (Skimrah,) ?mm sativum (Attur,) 
PliaseoiuB spec. (Adungmri,] are produced in 
Kfat anti ether warm provinces of the king- 
tioiii. Many species of Indigofera, wild and 
unheeded, grow" in the desert and on the bor- 
ders oi‘ cultivation. Pterolobium lacerans 
{Kantufii) ' in an impenetrable hedge-shrub 
abounding in Efdt : the bark gives a, red dye 
for leather. Tamarindus indica attains a ma- 
jestic size in the jmigles of Efd-t, but is ^quite 
neglected ; as are also various kinds of Senna 
(Scnamaki.) Dichrostachys cinerea, Acacki. 
eburnea, Acacia planifrons, and other Camel- 
thorn trees, called Gcrar^ are of the utmost im- 
portance to the wilderness and desert ; in the 
latter, the umbreila-like tops collect man and 
beast beneath their scanty shade during the 
hottest hours of the day. Some yield superior 
gum arabic ; the twigs serve as food for the 
camel, and the pods for goats and sheep. 

The foregoing list of- Abyssinian plants 
comprehends nearly all those wdiich are of im- 
portance to the cultivator, fanner, or physician ; 
but no doubt double the number could be added 
by any people more enterprising and inquisitive 
than the inhabitants of Shda. All kind of 
vegetation not Erectly useful and beneficial is 
regarded as a we^d, and receives no special 
appellation ; and few of the population loiow 
the names of any plant that is not a daily ne- 
cessary of the kitchen. The physician’s lore 
is kept a profound mystery, and there is not 
much lost by its limited diffusion, since the 
whole is a motley collection of very questiona- 
ble experience and most degrading superstition. 

EOOLOGt. 

Of the lowest order of animals, the Sadiat(B, 
nearly the same may be said that was remarked 
above respecting the ' lowest order of plants ; 
namely, that their species. are in a less degree 
bound to certain limits of geographical distribu- 
tion than those in which the respective types 
hasten in more marked characters to- the high- 
est possible perfection. None of the numerous 
tribe of BmUa,tce, are, in ' their proper home, 
directly expend to the external air and its 
changes. They live in a medium, which gen- 
erally preserves a mean temperature, with, ex- 
trdpaos not prohibiting the possibility of animal 
existence, and their ephemeral life is little lia- 
ble; to be cut short by any sudden change to 
either extreme. Thus we find that the waters 
and animal hunfors produce in different climes, 
similar beings, in 'wliich either th& deficiency 
in bulk m made up by countless multitudes of 
individuals, the deficiency in number by 
high reproductive powers. 

Intestinal worms {Wmfat) prove one of the 
chief plagues of Abyssinians. Not only 
ascarides, but tape and thread worms 
(Tmnia and Filaria'daie to.be constantly con- 
« teadWvWlth. The of this disposition 

goijtrc® te the wiial dfek, consist- 


ing of unleavened dough-like bread and raw 
meat, which the accompanying pepper-sauce , 
is not sufficient to correct. Once in evenr 
monib the Cosso and other powerful purgatives 
are resorted to, and bring momeiitary'relief ; 
but the, guinea-W'orm, living in the fleshy parts 
of the limbs, must be endured until it shall have 
perlbrated tile skill. 

Tile influence exercised upon the nature of 
the Articulated Animals or Insects by the 
quality of liie other visible organized beuiigs, 
both plants and animals, is inuch more appar- 
ent than ill the above-named. order of the Mf,-. 
diaim. Being bound by the strongest ties to 
the limits of those beings which are assigned 
to them as food and home, their, species pre- 
sent distinctly marked characters of geograph- 
ical distribution throughout the world. 

' In Shoa and Efiic there appears with the in- 
crease of vegetation a larger imrnber of insects, 
but the most noxious of them remain only du- 
ring the height of the season. This is most 
perceptible in the migrations of locusts and 
caterpillars, which, by a few cold rains, are in- 
duced to descend into the open wildernesses 
.and deserts. Such a sudden relief from count- 
less. hosts of the locust, called Anhasa^ is inva- 
riably, ascribed, by the superstitious farmer'to 
the sj^ciah inteiq^osition and agency of his 
guardian saint, at whose shiine ih the hour of 
need, offerings and vows are liberally made. 
Various grasshoppers (Sada,) mantidm (Feen- 
fa,) and cockroaches, do considerable damage 
during the hot season. A large black ant 
(Goonda,) which bites ferociously when in con** 
tact with the human body, constructs no water- 
tight habitation, but intrudes at the beginning 
.of the rains into the huts, from which it is ex- 
pelled with the utmost difficulty. The Egyp- 
tian lioney-bee (Neb,) either kept in the faim- 
yards W"ithin baskets, or existing wild in the 
woods, finds abundance of odoriferous flowers. 
Honey is an important article of eonstmiption, 
both in its natural farmland when converted 
into mead. 

Although so cold, the country is not free from 
the annoyances of flies (Sembi,) and musquitos 
(Tenamc^.) White ants ar^ not so nti-. 

raerous and destructive in^tlie upper as in the 
lower country. Small colonies of them live and 
build their chambers beneath loose stones, but. 
they never come into the houses, and, in fact, 
the juniper timber of the fragile edifices is sel- 
dom u-ttacked' by any wood Vermiri. Various 
most beautilul butterflies, phaltenes, and moths, 
while in the caterpillar state (Tel,) despoil 
trees and plants that are of no value to the 
, Abyssinian ; but his plantations of cotton and 
cabbage rarely suffer. Neither the silkworm 
nor the mulberry tree are found in the .countrj". 

Numerous varieties of beetles, of those families 
especially which remove animal matter and, soilj 
wdth others of more cleanly habits, are com- 
prised under the general appellation of Den-> 
sissa. Among the. former, : the Coprophaga;, 
many Egyptian species may be met 
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f' Copris feidfej Ateiickis sacei-;, and others ; ' 
; among the latter, cliiedy CetonuB, vire fbiind 
species nearly tdlied to or identical with -some 
5 of Seiiegambia. One' notable Inca, the male 

[ of which is armed with . a powerful head ex- 

ere.scence, lives principally on the sap of wound- 
: ed trees *, Eye as appendlcul atas frequents chiefly 

the ilowers ofUmbeiiifercB : many Curculionides 
inhabit rhe plants of the family Compositte, but 
CocclncLi® are the most; numerous. Species 
of Lytia abound, kit no use is made of them, 
the Siioans having no real medicine prepared- 
fronl -lie animal kingdoni. Spiders {Skeraritf) 
and scorpions (lund,) are studiously avoided, 
i or destroyed, as particularly impure and nox-' 
ions, though the former never attack aught 
save their prey, and the .sting of the latter is 
iitde dangerous. Total disregard of cleanliness 
is punished with a frightful increase of bodily 
vermin, as fleas {Kiinitsha,} lice (Kemal,) bugs 
1 ;■ Tof'han,) and acarus scabici {EkaJc-') 

The large number of .water birds upon the 
lakes and morasses of Shoa efllcctixally restrain 
an increase of Snails and Shells ; some specie.s 
i of Bulimus (Kendaui&Jii,) minute Helices, 

- Pupa, and Limax, are so few, that the damage 
j done by them is not perceptible." • Neither 

) serve, the larger kinds as food. 

5 The. Imowii fresh- water Fish are insignih- 
I cant in quality and quantity, and only serve to 

I feed the numerous crocodiles which infest the 

i main stream of the Hawash. Its various tri- 
, butaries, when they first escape from the moun- 
tains, carry small species of Salmo' and Perea 
(Asa,) winch are in great, request during Lent ; 
but the manner, of taking them is primitive and 
imperfect. 

Ali the Amphibia are objects of apprehension 
and superstition. Serpents, (Bhah) are not nu? 

' merous, and are chiefly of small kinds, not 
venomous, but the awe in which they are held 
is quite, ridiculous. Tribes in the far west, 
described as being the meanest of men and 
scarcely above the beasts, are charged by the 
Abyssiiiians with the heinous custom' of eating 
snakes, and ornamenting their persons with 
necklaces oOhe backbone of that accursed ani- 
mal. Two kinds of tortoises ( Yeli) are found 
• in the low country, Testudo grseca and indica ; 
the latter attains an enormous size in the deep 
f impenetrable jungles of Mentshar. '' The dread 
^ entertained of the Saurii comprises all'kinds; 
i the harmless and the formidable. The Egyp- 
tian Gecko {BnkakeUiA the chameleon (Eisi,) 
the Scineiis offlcinalis, and other numerous 
! lizards, which make themselves most useful by 
; the removal of, so many annopng insects,, are 
i unrelentingly doomed to destruction, while the 

I crocodiles (Azo) roam unmolested on the aban- 

: doned shores or the larger rivers and lakes. 

; The Feathered Tribe exist in great variety 
^ of species, which may in some degree be due 
to the preponderance of migratory bird's. The 
"f SetemoreSy however, are principally stationary, 
their foqd seldom failing throughout the year. 
The noblest of them is a parrot-like Coliphirnus 


(Simt) of the Shoaii forests. Lovely shades of 
green and many tints of the brightest red, a 
stately crest, and a long rounded mil, make it 
a favorite with the Abyssinians. A tali feather 
fastened in the hMr.of a daring, warrior, is a 
token of late adiievoments in the baifle-fieid 
Two other kindSj called Wmw Sorit, i, e. yoru 
of the river side, and Akei(t, i. e. donkey, from 
the asinine tunes, are much inferior in beauty, 
though not in size. One, Goliphimus concoior, 
is of a dull grayish green ;; the other, C. fascia. 
lus, black and white, with wiute zones across 
.the tail ; the beak of the female is green ; both 
live in Efat upon different grains and wild figs. 
T\yo small kinds of parrof inhabit the fig and 
tamarind trees of the lower country : their 
name, Don/roro, is also used figuratively of per- 
sons talking nonsense. .One corresponds almost 
with Psittacus Taranta. In the other, which 
is a little larger, the sexes am distinguished by 
the gay plumage of the male, which is green 
above and red below, while the female is gray- 
ish-brown and yellow. Centropus Jardini, a 
beaiitifui kind of cuckoo, lives, solitary on the 
fig-trees in Efat ; several species-of woodpeck- 
ers, which do not seem to differ from the South 
African kinds, are found on acacias and tarn- . 
arinds. '■ ■■■ - 

Among the A?iihiilatores .many migrate du- 
ring wuntef time from the mountains to the 
eastern plain ; others arrive during summer 
from the hqrth, most likely, from Seiinaar and 
Egypt. They rarely do any considerable dam- 
age on the plantations of TelT and ' Juwarree, 
while their services in destroying numberleas 
vermin are most conspicuous. ' Bird-catching 
for food or for amusement is * not a sport 'with 
the Anibara, but, on the other hand; there is 
no privilege in favor of the songsters— a study 
and imitation of the tunes of which might great- 
ly hnprove the execi*able attempts of music, 
vocal and xiistriuneutal, vented by the unskil- 
ful Abyssiiiian performer, y 
, Twm gaudy lands 'of 'Alcedo play on the 
rivulets— Merops Buloekh and nubieus. These 
truly African -specks of the fly-catcher are in 
the lowei-jUpupa epos, the common hoopoe, in. 
the upper country. Gerthia tacazze and chaly- 
bea, with two other equally beautiful kinds of ' 
the humming-bird, proceed with the seasons to 
their fiower-gardehs, when the return, of rain 
here,’ and of warmth there, elicits the most 
fragrant blossoms, and covers the shrubs of the 
mountain side or the jungle trees witii soft 
honey-insects. One of these humming-birds 
suspends its bag-like nest, ingeniously Woven 
of raw cotton, by a string of the same material, 
to reeds or cotton plants. Buphaga africana. 
picks the larvae of gadflies out of the galled 
backs of camels, oxen, and mules, in spite of 
the struggles of the fortured animal. Jeterus 
laiwatus, and' other species of stares, weave 
their nests of grass, and line them inside with 
the woolly 'flowers of an Achyranthes. These 
riegts are suspended in great numbers to the 
lower branches of solitary trees, and may have 
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given origin to the story of the wonderful 
groves, where all the fruits are birds inclpsed 
m a shell. ’ Lamprotornia auratua, and some 
other kinds of thrushes, consume, during their 
short stay in Sliqa of two months, imniense 
numbers of insects. Among the Sylviadae are 
some eminent songsters, especially Sylvia pam- 
melaiha, and also, species-’ of Motacilla and 
Saxicola, while one Muscipeta, the male of , 
which has tivo tail -feathers three times as long 
as the vidiole body, is qnite silent. The head 
and heck of.this tre markable bird are steel blue, 
the other parts of the plumage rusty bmwii, 
except the two elongated middle feathers of the 
tail, winch are snowy white with black quills; 
and a brown plot at the extremity ; they are 
used as an ornament for royalty. Lanius hu- 
meraiis (Gummsih) is one of those fatal birds, 
the sudden appearance of which before an army 
at its outset, forebodes ill-success, and aU man- 
ner of misfortune to single peihons if the tail be 
directed toward them. To the other kinds of 
shrikes no such unhappy celebrity is attached, 
although they seem not less litigious, and anx- 
ious to draw off by their noise the attention of 
a wayfarer from the vicinity of their nests. 
Alauda alpestris conies from the west; and re- 
turns again after two months, Aprd and 
The most numerous kinds of fipches, Ploccus, 
Pyrgita, Linaria, &c., are all comprised under 
the appellation Off, i, e. small bird : they seem 
generally to have fixed quarters. Colxus capen- 
sis (Rasa) is solely in .Efdt, in company with 
the Wans sorit 

Ravens and crows are of three kinds, but 
one of them (Kura) is particularly remarkable 
on account of its beak, which -is much higher 
than the crown, carrying a‘ considerable pro- 
tuberance on the top, the nostrils b^ing situated 
in an excavation, which runs forward in a broad 
furrow; the bill is veiy massive, twice as high I 
as it is broad, and terminating in a small hook-; | 
the color of the plumage is deep brownish- ; 
black, except a broad bar, of white feathers 
across the sinciput, and sometimes a narrow 
white line down the back of the neck. Its 
voice and mode of living and walking is just 
like that of our crows, but it does not suffer the 
approach of other species. 

Swallows are never failing, but the species 
vary in their visits. Hirundo capensis and rus- 
tica appear to avoid each other, not- being seen 
together in the same localities. Cypselus apus 
and Caprimulgus species are rarely met with. 
Ooradas afra and abyssinica live only in the 
lo’s^ conntry, also the various Minds of Hora- 
bilL - JSerhoo^ri, Buceros abyssinicus, by far the 
largest, is mischievous to the Juwarree,. fields ; 
but the damage don'e is compensated by his 
great lilmg for field-mice also. The Herkoom 
runs swiftly, and rises seldom into the air : the 
white wing feathers are much esteemed as an 
ornament of the hair by the triumphant war- . 
rior. Buceros nasdtns, ajxd another species, 
slightly la coW and size, eat ^mall 
3 eiythforhyn- 


elius (SliolakiX the most frequent of them, rids 
the plantations of many noxious insects. 

The tribe of Raptores (Amora) is uncom- 
monly numerous, and on the whole veiy useful 
in Abyssinia. Those that feed on living ani- 
mals seldom stoop at even a stray fowl, while 
all their other prey is quite indifferent to the 
farmer, and the cUrrion birds remove quickly 
whatever the indolent gmzier has iugged out- 
side his door. Finding plenty of food, they 
have no need to wander widely or periodically ; 
yet the large species have their nests at con- 
siderable distances from their huntingdistiic*"'s, 
and commonly. on inaccessible precipices. 

Strix bubo, the only, but very common owl 
of the upper country, and one Otus of the low 
plain, are treated as birds of ‘ill omen. From 
the entrails of the former the necromancer pre- 
p^es a potent charm. The eagIe, Aquila n£e- 
via ,) comes seldom near the villages, 
nor is he foiward in his depredations. Falco 
biarmicus fights his superiors in size, and de- 
prives. them forcibly of their prey it has got 
hence the appellation, Ya Amora Alaka, i. e. 
chief of the birds of prey. Morphnus occipita- 
lis (Adagoota,) a beautififr prested falcon, lives 
in the lower country of GIdSem, and is partic- 
ulary inert. Several specif of’Astur and Ac- 
cipiter (Bazi,) feed on small fe^sters and mice. 
Terms, spec. (Goodie,) removes innumerable 
quantities of locusts ; and Milvus parasiticus 
(Tshehit,) cleans streets and premises in com- 
pany with the crows. Gypaetos barbatus 
(Cheffe,) extremely frequent in Shoa, draws 
near to butchers, and. waits patiently fdi‘ his- 
share — the paunch and other rejected parts of 
the victim. Vultur arrianus and fiilvus ( 
smell their food many miles off, and gather 
round it in great numbers. The periodically 
returning wars and the extensive stock of cat- 
tle kept throughout the' habitable parts, feed 
with never-failing supplies of carrion horrible 
gangs of hyenas, jackals, dogs, and vultures. 
Cathartes percnopterus and Neophron niger 
are less frequent, and always solitary. 

The tribe of Rasores contains the few birds 
that are considered fit for Christian food ; yet 
the common fowl (Doroo,) the only domesticat- 
ed kind, kept almost in everj?- compound, is 
very much neglected, and not being of a supe- 
rior breed, remains small and lean. All other 
meat is eaten raw by the Abyssinians, but 
fowls, either tame or wild, must be cooked. 
The wild ones, pintado, partridge, quail, and 
grouse, are mot prohibited, but still suspected 
as unwholesome food ; and’if even long after 
an indulgence of such meat the gourmand fail, 
sick, he invariably looks back upon that tres- 
pass as the cause of his indisposition. Numida 
cristata (Chickra,) in bevies of many hundreds, 
i-ange throughout the lower country. A very 
large kind of partridge (Kok) is found, not in 
coveys, but in pairs, running swiftly through 
furrows of the corn-fields. Dogs are taught to 
catch them without injury ; and before being 
eaten, the bird is kept for some days, to obvi- 
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^ ate the bad effects of any unclean food which 
f it may possibly have taken. This partridge 
I attains the size of the pintado. , Another kind, 
living on the high plateau, and also hunted 
' down with dogs, resembles more that of middle 
Europe ' Pterocies arenarius, and other species 
of grouse, occur in the deserts. 

: Pigeons are frequent both in Shoa and in the 

, eastern provinces. Wani, Ergeb^ and Kum- 

' rooy are appellations of different kiirds, all too 

wild to tempt the Abyssinian to any exertion 
to catch or domesticate them. Wani is the 
lai^gest, above brown, below slaty gray; the 
head gray, with a black zone, across the sih- 
ciput. Another is all gray, except a white zone 
p on the upper neck, and n. collar of darker ar- 
row-headed feathers; a third also gray, but 
with a white head, and brown edges on the 
wing feathers. ; Ergeh has a peculiarly inflated 
beak ; head and neck gray, shoulders and back 
olive green, breast and belly citron yellow, wing 
: and tail feathers whitish edged and, tipped. 

Kumroo is the turtle-dovC, one kind of which 
; has elongated tail feathers. 

Otis arabs, the largest bustard^ which is as 
swift as the ostrich, destroys a , great number 
, of locusts and scorpion^, and is therefore never 

eaten. Another small bustard (TVaio) is vari- 
ously colored ; it lives on the borders of the 
desert. Gharadrius spinosus is a rare visitor 
of the lakes near the Hdwash. Tachydi'omiis 
isabellinus is an inhabitant of the plains of 
F Efdt ; and Himantopus atropterus of the mo- 
. rasses near Ang<5llala. 

Abundance of ^water makes the provinces of 
Shoa a favorite place of resort to many species 
> of Grallatores. Among the herons are re- 
markable Ardea ephippiorhyncha, and another 
called AlaJca faUah, having particularly long 
wing feathers oi a darker color than the re- 
mainder of the body, which’ is above gray, be- 
I low white. The former lives in the valley of 
the Abai, the latter about AngOllala, but mi- 
grates also to the west Smaller kinds, as 
Garzetta, Nycticorax, arrive from the north in 
February,’ but commonly pass on still more 
southward, whence they return in May. Ibis 
religiosa st«ys for some months on the lakes of, 
the ui)per country; Numenius, spec. {Gaga,) 

> about Ankdber. The common snipe, some 

j kinds of pewits, the spoon-bill, and the flamin- 

f go, sometimes extend their migrations as far 

' as Shoa. . 

!'■ Geese and ducks swarm unmolested over 

the lakes of the western provinces ; a few de-’ 

, spend also to the plain. Chenalopex mgyp- 

: tiacus builds its nest upon high trees on the 

river side in Efat. Another rare species car- 
i ries on the frontal basis a thinly feathered flexi- 
ble bunch. All the birds of this class are 
strangely inapprehensive of danger when mouit- 
’ ing or hatching. . During their stay,in Shoa 
j they are occupied with both of these processes, 

r but the rigorous proscriptions regarding food, 
usually afibrd them protection. 

I Of I^danwialiq, the Eodentia seem to have 


no great extension through the cultivated pro- 
vinces of Shoa. One small house rat {Bid,) 
and a field mouse, Otomys albicaudatus, are 
very obnoxious indeed to the grain, but snares 
and traps keep them easily down on well-man- 
aged farms. Lepis capensis {Dindjel) frequents 
more the plains both of the low and of the up 
country, and does little damage. To eat of its 
flesh would be considered downright criminali- 
ty, not less than myophagy itself. Hystrix 
cristata. (jSAar?) lives only in abandoned ter- 
mite-cones in the desert. A very rare large 
squirrel is found upon tamarind trees. 

Cmtlerbreeding is, on the whole, in a more 
advanced: state among the Galla than among 
the. Amhdra, who prefer agricultural pursuit^ 
The common sheep {Bug) oi Shoa is small, 
with coarse black wool ; the Adaiel have the 
Hejdz lamb, short haired, with fat tail ; the 
Gaiia, a most superior tail fleecy kind, also 
with fat tail, and without horns. With the 
latter the Amhdra, cross their breed. The Galla 
of Northern Abyssinia rear a peculiar kind 
with immensely long hair, commonly white ; 
its fleece, dyed black and then called Lophisa, 
is a dress much- prized, by the chiefs and men 
of renown throughout the country. The cured 
skin {Bahhalo) of the common sheep is an in- 
dispensable part of the male dress. From the 
wool a kind of camlet cloth is woven. Goats 
{Fial) tferive better in the mountains ; they are 
I iail, horned, with short matted hair of many 
dolors, in fact, quite identical with the Euro- 
pean kind. The Adel have no breed of their 
own, but drive down annually from the Shoan 
marts vast herds into their savannas. 

The Abyssinian horse {Feras) is small, and 
held in little repute. The donkey {Aheia,) of 
a sturdy and; strong race, is indispensable to 
communication and commerce, and as a beast 
of burthen suffers less than the camel from, long 
privation. The mule, (.Sagalo,) higher priced 
than the mare itself, is eminently useful in the ^ 
hills, being more sure-footed and better-winded 
than the horse ; it is, "however, much better 
cared for. , The she-muies are larger and stouter 
but the males are^ the most enduring. The 
breed from the horse-mare and. donkey-stallion 
is patronized by the Abyssinians, but despised 
by their more war-like neighbors, the Gaiia, 
with whom the horse , is a favorite. A wild 
donkey, (Jfe meida aheia,' neither IZebra nor 
Quagga,) a little larger than the common ass, 
herds in the prairies of the Adaiel country, 
and is timid, cautious, and swift of foot. 

Bullocks {Beri ox Ferita) are similar to the 
Zebu, but the hump is smaller. Some Galla 
tribes possess a peculiar breed {Sanga,) the 
horns of which attain an enormous size, and 
serve for bottles ; from the smaller horns drink- 
ing-cups are manufactured. The calves are 
not used for food. No work except dragging 
the plough and thrashing is required of the 
ox. 

The wild buffalo (Gosh,) Bubalus Pegasus, 
fierce .and as yet untamed, inhabits the forests 
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and JimgkB of Bnlga and Mentshar all along 
the mer Hawasli ; its chase is considered one 
of die most dangeroas pttrsuits of the hnnterj, 
several human lives behig frequently expended 
on the conquest of one- beast. Strepsiceros 
cajieiisis (Agazm,) and Oryx capensis (Sa,la,) 
arc hunted on the borders of the desert, ‘In 
ihe latter species, accident sometimes causes 
ihe loss of one iiorn, a fact which .probably 
cave rise to tlie story of the unicorn ; more- 
over, lue parallel horns are- placed so near each 
s^drer., that when the animal is seen en profile 
h’om a distance, it might well appear single.: 
homed. Gazella hliiorr wanders in large 
iierds Through the desert ; Antilope Saitiana 
{Shdaqim,) abounds from the , sea-coast to the 
foot oi’ the mountains. 

Hyrax abyssinicus {Ashltoko^ a harmless in- 
iiabiiant of nooks and corners of the rocks, is 
common to Slioa as well as to the hills of the 
Adel. Bruce's Rhinoceros ( IF wsha,) combin- 
Hig the mure striidiig characters of the Asiatic 
and African species, that is, the two horns of 
the latter and the plaits and. folds of the former, 
tleserves a closer investigation ; it lives in ^ the 
deep jungles of Mentshar, on the banks of the 
Hi wash. Phascochoerus africanus (Erya,) the 
African hog, infests the woods of tne warmer 
districts, and is a horrible -looking .brute. Hip- 
popotamus amphibius ({ro^tiarO ‘hides its colos- 
sal frame during the clay in the floods of the 
Hawash, the Jumma, and other large rivers 
and lakes. The Wato, a certain caste among 
the Galia, subsist upon its fresh ; and the thick 
skin is cut into shields or whips. Elephas afri- 
canus (Zikooti) is dispersed in . many small 
families,' atid destroys the plantations of sugar- 
cane and Juwarree along the foot of the moun- 
lains. Not the slightest attempt is made to 
put a stop to his ravages, the paltry weapons 
in use being of no avail, wliile severe loss of 
life follows the footsteps of the enraged animal. 
A small trade in ivory is notwithstanding car- 
ried on with the coast in the tusks found acci- 
dentally. 

Lutra imngais (DeviVs sheep,) rarely -sur- 
prised on the banks of the river Bereza, fur- 
nishes in its body divers secret medicine^ to the 
initiated. Viverra Civetta is "wdld ; 

but frequently kepi in cages in the Galla coun- 
tries to the southwest of Slioa. The. Civet 
XEering,) taiien out of the bag by means of a 
small spoon, and collected in cow-horn.s, is one 
.of the precious articles whidh the slave caravans 
proceeding from the int^^r through Shoa to 
the coast, barter for theS* daily food. One 
Icka^umon {Moatsheltshella) robs the poultry- 
yard, The Mon and the leopard 

(Nfibri) are well known throughout Abyssinia. 
The form^ seldom pays a visit to the hills, 
hunting along the hanks of the ‘ riva:$, 

"tod lurking durilg the day in Ms jungft'.iSi 
treats ; the lattdr ^ ‘teore commoiig and 
less the presence • Both are rim doyitn 


on foot by bodies of men, armed solely witfi 
lances, which they shower over the slowly re- 
treating beast under a deafening ycD. The 
spoils are an indispensable part oi" a ehie.C's 
dress, and objects of importation from !he west ; 
the most prized, however, is the skin of the 
black leopard f Gusclal) living in and beyond 
Giirague. 

The domestic,. .cat is a rarity in Slioa ; only 
.great men place them as guardians in their 
storelio,uses. The dog (Oosha,) generally h 
half-wild companion of the farmer and imnate 
of his premises, becomes attached and useful 
when aiio\ved to share the niasteris protectuvu. 

It is taught to keep the herds in order, to catch 
birds, to defend property, to give warixing on ' 
the approach of wild boast.''”. Not die tenih 
pan of the quickly-multiplying race possess 
owners ; but their utility as scavengers proves 
their safeguard. Canis Ambus C^hihelun) a 
wmlf-iike dog and an offensive thief, frequent 
in .Efat, is caught in "pitfalls ; its liver has some 
mysterious virtue. The. jackal (Kahbaro,) arid 
Hymiia. crocuta (Gib,) make, nightly inroads 
into villages and towns; they fight . the dogs, 
and for wuint of other prey drag” off sorne of 
these., ,On the borders of the low country, the 
‘night camps must be ’fenced round with thorns,, 
as. a protection against their inroads. 

Cercocebus griseo-viridis (Tota) lives upon: 
wild figs. Cjmocephalus Hainadryas (Zingiro,) 
the male, with the mane of a lion and a pow- 
eriul frame, is very mischievous and even da'n- 
gefous ; it congregates in caves aiid fissures of 
the rocks. Coiobus (Guresa,) the prettiest of 
all monkeys, and one duly pau'onfzed by the 
Abyssinians on account of its retired habits, is 
always on the top of the highest trees, com- 
monly on the Woira, which bears its food. , 

Filfil, an animal that throws up 'mole-liijis, 
baffles all attempts to catch it. Pteropiis mgyp- 
tiacus and Nycteris thebaiea (LelH off, i. e. 
night-bird,) are harmless but suspected inhab- 
itants of ruhied buildings. An obscure idea of 
a fonner supremacy of man over the beasts of 
the field causes the Abyssinian Christian to 
view, in a literal sense, those legends which his 
pious ancestors have recorded of /lie singular 
dealings of holy men with the areh'^iknd ; and 
ho still figuratively personates every evil pas- 
sion of the limnan liearl by some savage, treocii- 
ercu.s, or subtle animal of the inferior creation. 

The highlands of Abyssinia can, however, 
offer but, a small number of wild aniiaais, and 
even of these very few are exeliisiwiy her own. 
The cultivation of the. greater portion of the 
land, the absence of extensive forests. Jungles, 
morasses, caverns, and other places of retreat, 
added to the great diversity of Ihe clime from 
that of the adjacent countries, which at o'nec 
excludes th?. migratory tribes, are the causes of 
the fortunate contrast preRuited to the lowlands • 
of |he Adalel, where the ddminlon of man has 
yet been very' Imperfectly established. 
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ON a:HE COTTON AND COFFEE TREE OF SOUTHERN 
ABYSSINIA. 

Tradition assigns to the countries of Enarea 
and Caffa the indigenous residence of the coflee- 
plant. In Shoa Proper the cultivation and con- 
sumption are strictly interdicted, as savoring | 
too strongly of the abhorred Mohamrnadan ; 
but the plant in proper situations grows strong | 
and healthy,, arid in all the bordering districts j 
subject to Sdhela Selassie, where the restric- 
tion is not enforced, there the plantations are 
numerous’ and thriving. 

Tianted before the rains, the seed soon ap- 
pears above the ground, and when six months 
old the oflsprihg is transferred to take the place 
df some worn-out tree. Water and the manure 
of the sheep are plentifully supplied, and the 
crop, which from a full bearing adult is generally 
from thirty to forty pounds, is gathered in March 
and April Averaging from eight to ten feet in 
height, with dark shining foliage, and branches 
loaded with fruit, it grows luxuriantly in the 
valleys' in any sheltered situation, delighting 
especially in the soil produced by a decompo- 
sition of trap rock, which has been washed 
down from the adjacent heights ; and although 
taking six years to arrive at maturity, it yields 
a slight return on the second season of its trans- 
plantation. 

The belies are in the Ifrst instance of a dark 
green hue, which before pulling is suffered to 
turn red, a white milky-looldbug pulp, called 
gitilahoOi meanwhile filling up the space between 
the cuticle and the seed. Having been shaken 
and gathered from the branches, the crop is 
spread in the sun until the pulp becomes suffi- 
cieiitfy dry to admit of its removal, which, by 
continual free ventilation out of doors, is usu- 
ally the case in one month. The' seeds intend- 
ed for the plantation are not divested ‘of the 
husk, but sown by the handful in a small plot, 
which is carefaily manured and watered ; and 
the guUahoo^ sold separately from tfie bean, is 
employed as a beverage with the decoction of 

, For the belter security of Ms own monopoly at 
ihe ports of Zeyk and Berbera, the Emir of Hui- 
wr opposes the importation of coffee into Ms own 


j dominions, both from Shoa and from the coun- 
j try of the Galla. * The plant is extensively and 
successfully cultivated ; but the price given in 
Hurrur is high in comparison wutli that paid 
in Abyssinia ; and the - average demanded on 
the coast by the merchants of the former prin- 
cipality, varying from five pence to seven pence 
a pound, would seem to be in unison with that 
customary dt Massowah in the Red Sea. 

The difficulties attending the tedious road 
to the coast : the lazy indifferent character of 
the Dandkil camel owners, who, regardless of 
the value of time, spend months upon the 
journey 5 and the fitful capriee evinded by the 
various chieftains through whose territory the 
caravan must pass— all fonn great' obstacles to 
the conveyance of the cheaper produce from 
Abyssinia, although they might doubtless be 
overcome Witliin a reasonable period by the 
well-directed efforts of British perseverance. 
In Caffa and Enarea, coffee grows wild like a 
weed over the rich surface of the country. 
The beverage is, in Universal use among the 
inhabitants 5 the price paid is almost noiriinal ; 
and the convenience of water carriage is alone 
wanting toward tlie transportation of the pro- 
duct in unlimited quantities to every portion of 
the globe. 

Cotton of two kinds grows in the sequestered 
nooks of the eastern ‘face of the mountains of 
Slioa, and in the valleys at the extreme foot of 
the range .; but from the superior luxunance*of 
the plant, and the amount of crop produced in 
Ihelow^er situations, the' natural climate would 
appear to exist in those sheltered spots which 
ill atmosphere much resemble the more favored 
parts of Western India. The Efdt shrub va- 
ries according to the locality and supply of wa-^ 
ter, from three feet in height to upward of 
seven, and usually assuming the form of a pyr- 
amid, extends'!^' .lower branches to a width 
equal to the stahlre — the size of the leaves, and 
the soft and yielding nature of the stem', im- 
parting a. strong ■■ external reseniblanfiS ft> the 
•Bourlion ' eotfoni • Eight' and nino iiv«he^ In cir- 
cumference are 'not unfrequently attained ; and 
the' advantages of a very productive crop twice 
In each year, the existence of the plant during 
five seasons, and the heavy return of the par- 
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ticnlarly line wool during the very first, award 
to the species a most deserving preeminence.'^ 
The indigenous plant of Efdtis not, however, 
so much esteemed as that from Gondar, which 
instead of rising tall and straight from die 
ground, assumes a spreading dwarfy appear- 
ance.t The wool is considered superior, and 
the cloth produced is softer and more elastic, 
but the existence enjoyed by the exotic is lim- 
ited to three years. Both are planted indis- 

^ Gossypium Efatense. Seeds completely covered 
with a close dowB. Cotton white ; capsules ^-celled, 
3-valved ; flowers small, with a red fundus f leaves 3 
to 5-Iobed ; lobes acuminated. 

t Gossypium, Gondarense. Seeds sprinkled with 
short hairs. Cotton white ; capsules 3-ceIled, 3-vaIv- 
ed ; flowers large, yellow ; leaves 3 to 5-lobed ; lobes 
commonly obtuse. - 


cnminately in the same field, although when 
gathered the crops are preserved unniixed| 
and after the fifth year the Efat shrub is cut 
over close to the ground, wdiicli is then plough- 
ed up, and sown with wheat or other grain, 
when, on the removal of the harvest, the young 
cotton shoots are well above the ground, and 
will yield during two further seasons. 

The seed having been placed for some time 
inw'God ashes, is well rubbed with red earth 
before planting ; and wberever the locality is 
favorable to irrigation, water is not spared. 
The pod, when ripe, is cut with a knife, the 
husk removed, and the wool deposited hi a 
bag, with the utmost care to exclude extrane- 
ous matter; One full bearing bush produces 
tmce during the twelve months between four 
and five pounds of raw stufi* 


CATALOGUE OP EXTANT MSS. IN THE ETHIOHC 
Am AMHAHiO' TCiNG'UES. 

1. The Old Testament. 

2. The four Gospels with readings, and all the 
other books of the New Testament. 

3. Clirysosmnos, Biography of St, Chrysos- 
tom, and ins exposition of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

4. Kerillos. A dogmatical work by St. Cyr- 

illus of Alexandria. - , ^ 

5. Genset. A book used in funeral solemni- 
ties, ascribed to Athanasius, and stated to 
have been disco vered by Helena at the dig- 
ging out of the Holy Cross. 

6. Fatha Negest. The judgments of the 
kings, or code of laws, said to have fallen 

t from heaven in the time of Constantine the 

. , Great. 

<1^ ^y^'^ctmnenfos, ^ ■■ 

S. 'Metna Haimanot. The brthodox faith, 

AiJiud. History of the Jews, in con- 
1 with the history of^er ancienfna- 

ancient 


15. Gadela Guebva Manfas Ke^oos. Life 
and conflicts of Guebra Manfas Kedoos, one 
of the greatest of Abyssinian saints. 

16. Gadela Lalibela. Life of the emperor 
Lalibela. 

17. Masgaha Haimanot. A dogmatical work. 

18. Synodos. Canons of the church, attribu- 
ted to the Apostles. 

19. Antiakos. Colloquy between Athanasius 
and a nobleman, called Antiakos. 

20. Mazafa Myster. The principles of sev- 
eral heretics of old. 

21. Mazafa Aoro. , 

22. Mazafa Timkdl. Used in christening. 

23. Mazafa Actil. Used in bles??ng a mar- 

' . riage. ■ ■ ■■ 

24. Mazafa Keder. Used for instructing 
renegades. 

25. Guehra Haimanot. Read during Passion 
Week. ' 

26. JBartos. 

27. JDionasios. 

28. Sena Fehrak (AmJiaric.) PJistory of the 
Creation : containing certain fabulous tradi- 
tions concerning the Creation and the Ante- 
diluvian world, said to have been commu- 
nicated to Moses on Mount Sinai, but not 
recorded in the Book of Genesis. 

20. Tamer a Miriam, Miracles of the Holy 
Virgin, wrought during her sojourn in Abys- 
sinia, w'here she is said to have tarried three 
years and six months with the infant Jesus, 

, ' before her return to Palestine. 
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30- Nagam Jliriam. Words of the Holy 
Virgin. 

31. Gadela Ilawaryat, Lives of the Aposties. 

32. Ardeet. Words said to have been spoken 
by Christ before his ascension. 

33. Kedaaie. Liturgy- of the Ahyssinian 
Church. 

34. Wuddaasie Mindm. Praise of the Holy 
Virgin. 

35. Organon. A liturgy containing praise to 
. the Virgin Maiy. 

36. Gadela Samceial. Lives of the martyrs. 
vjT. Ahooshaker. Abyssinian almanhe. 

38. Gadda Adam. Historv of Adam. 

39. Kedan. 

40. Egziahhcr Neges. 

41. ^ Auda Ncgest. Book for prognostication, 
forbidden in vSiioa. 

42. Gadela jSIedhanahin. Life of the Saviour. 

43. Amida Clyster (Arnkaric.) The pillar 
mysteries,, viz. Trinity, Incarnation, Bap. 
tism, Lord’s Supper, and Resurrection. 

44. Temheri. Extracts. 

45. Aufalik. I\Tystcries revealed to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, not written in the Pentateuch. 

46. Alazaja Graan {Ainharic.) History of 
the invader Graan. 

47. Se7'ata belta Chresiian. Institutions of 
the Christian Church. 

4S. Mexmset. Hymns tor mournful occasions. 

49. Toma Degwa. Hymns sung during fast 
time. 

50. Degwa. Book of anthems, in which all 
the pieces of the Liturgy that are chanted 
are set to music by Sr. Yareed, a native of 
Simien, who lived thirteen centuries ago, 
and is belie%'od to live still. 

51. Lefafa Zed Ik. Prayers and spells agains*: 
evil spirits and diseases, a book much .Es- 
teemed, and buried along with the coii^Se,. 

52. Ekahaj'i. Book of prayers. 

53. Zalbta Mimi. Prayers of Moses against 
the influence of evil spirits. 

54. Melka Michael. Frayers/E' St. Blichael. 

55. Melka Yasoos. Prayersdo Jesus and the 
Holy Virgin. 

56. Gadela A.ragawi, of an Abyssinian 
saint. 9 

57. Gadela- Kyroa . , Life -of an - Abyssinian 
•saint. ' 

58. Gadela Tuhdni. Life of an xlbyssinian 
saint. 

59. Kolat o/ thc 31S Fathex'S. 

60. Maalu Saalat. Prayers and hymns for 
diflereiit hours of the day, ’ ’ 

61. Kaddaftsie Amlac. Praise of God. 

62. Mazafa Tomar. A letter which Christ is 
said to have written. 

63’. Turguamie Fidel (Amhai-ic.) 

64. Melka Gahrkl. Prayers to St. Gabriel, 

24 
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65. Swasewe. Book of scales, the Amharic 

Grammar. , 

66 . Germania. Prayers to frighten evil spirits. 

67. Matsliafu Fooes Manfasawi. Spiritual 
medicine, ; ^ ^ 

68. Dersana Sanhat. Life of a saint. 

69. Fekaric Yasoos: Christ’s prophecy of 
the eonsuramation of the world. 

7Q. Mazafei Skekeneat. 

71. Tekla Zion. 

72. JIaimanot Abao. Doctrines of the Abys.. 
siniaii cluirch, couiprising extracts from the 
Holy Scriptures, from sjmods, councils, and 
writings of the Fathers: 

•73. Gadela Antonios. Life of the Monk Antony. 

74. Zelota 'Musadod. Prayers against evii 
spirits. 

75. Dersana Gabriel./ History of St. Gabriel. 

76. Gailela Georgis. Life of St. George. 

77. Gelota Monakosat. Prayers of the monks. 

78. FeUktsus. , Book on monastic subjects. 

; 79. MansUak. Book of monkery. 

80. Aragawi Manfasami. Book of monkery. 

81. Dersana Mahajawi. Life of thfe Life 
Giver.. 

S2. Gadela Samiel. Life of Sami. 
SH.SenaAban. 

84. Kebra Ncgest. Glory of the kings. The 

book of Axum. ■ . 

85. Gera AFoie. 

86. EpiphUnios. 

%1. Aximdms. , 

80. Bmip/, ■ ■ . ■ ; 

89. AF^zafa Ferhanet. 

90. Satperos. 

91. Dedaskalea. Didaskalia. 

J2. Tamer a Yasoos. Miracles of our Lord,. 

93 . Ankoritos. 

94 . AFazaf a Tshai. 

95 . Feliksing'. 

96. Aiistera Samai. 

97 . Georgis Wolda Amid. 

98. Dersana Aliriam. History of St. Mary. 

99 . Lik Evangel 
10,0. Fareteh. 

101. Gadela- Yah. Life of Job. 

102. Thomas Koprianos. 

103. Gadela Kedoosan. Lives of saints. 

104. Gadela Arzemaro. 

105. Faia Miriam. Dream of theHoly Virgin. 

106. Gadela. Ahib. ) 

107. Gadcda. Nakod Wolah \ 
men. 

108. Gadela Guebra Christos. Life and con- s 
flicts of Guebra Christos, son of the .Emperor 
Theodosius. 

109. Tehaha 7Aihihan, The wisdom of the 
wise, a prayer to God recording in poetry 
the History of the Old and New Testament, 

no. Synkesar. Collectio Vitarum Stmetbram. 
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ABYSSINIAN EPOCHS, AND ECCLESIASTICAL COMPUTATION. 


From the Creation of the World until the Council ofNicsea, years are to be counted - ^5815 
From the Birth of Our Lord to the Council of Nicaea (325) - - , - - - **317 

The, Council of Goiistantinople w«s*heki in the year of the World - , * i - - 5873 

lYom the Council of Nicesa to that of Constantinople, are years - , - - - 56 

From the Birth of Our Lord to the Council of Constantinopre (381) - - - - 373 

, The Council of Ephesus was held in the year of the World - - - - - 5923 

From the Birth of Our Lord to the Council of Ephesus - - 423 

From the Council of Nicaaa to that of Ephesus - - - - - - . 106 

From, the Council of CoRslantinople to that of Ephesus- - - - • - . - 56 

The Fourth Council of Chalcedon was held in the year of the World - - - 5944 

... — — ... — : — ; after that of Ephesus, years - - - - , - - 21 

after that of Constantinople - - - - 71 

, after that of Nictea _ ■ - ■ - - - - - 127 

; after the Birth of Christ - - - - - - 444 

From Alexander to the Birth of Christ - - - - - - - « - 310 

— to the Council ofNicaea - - - - - - , - - 636 

From the Creation of the World to Alexander - - - - 5181 

From the Birth of Christ to the era of the Martyrs ' - - - - - , - 276 

From the era of the Martyrs to the Council of Nicsea - - - « . - 41 

; — -— ,to the Council of Constantinople * - - - - 97 

to the Council of Ephesus - , - ' - - - - - 147 

— to the Council of Chalcedon - - - - - - 168 

From the Creation of the World to the era of the Martyrs - - - - - 5776 

From the Martyrs to the Kaliphs - - - - - - - - - 338 

From the Birth of Christ to the Kaliphs - - - - «... - 614 

From the Creation of the World to the Kaliphs - - - - - - - 6114 

From Alexander to the Kaliphs - - , - - - - - - - 933 

From the Kaliphs to the twenty:ninth year of the reign of Saliela Selassie, Negoos of 
Shoa, son of Woosen Siiggiid - - A. . - . - - - - 1220 

From the era of the Martyrs to the twenty-ninth year of the reign of Sahela Selassie 1558 
From the Birth of Christ to the twenty-ninth year of the reign of Sd.hela Selassie ■ - 1834 

From the Creation of the World to the twenty-ninth year of the reign of Saliela Selassie 7332 


Praise be. unto God, the Giver of Understanding ! Amen ' 


Note.— -TAc, following calendar, translated from the Latin of Ludolf, has been considcrahhj 
enlarged by a comparison at Anhoher with a cmhphte copy of the “ SenkesarA The lives of 
the SaintS:,or the detail of miracles written against each daycare publicly read in the churches 
at the service beginning at the cock’s frst ct'owing. 
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MASEARRAM— SEPTEMBER. 


mST MONTH OF THE ABTSSINIAH TTEAK. , 


Fasts and Festivals. 


I. , , WelB' ' 


St J0|m tfje^ Baiitrstv 


■Bartholomew., 

Soli. ■ 

Hague! , the aiigel ' ' 
.AbbaMalld. 

Dasias, Martyr of Tayda. 
John, the Priest. . ' 


' Mariaa,, a marty^^ 

Symitloii Jofjit t|je 

xlbba Moses, ..the IfeVmit. 

.Abba',Aril3asa. * • 

Synod oi Ak \dTiidria. 

.PCatofe*?, | 3 atrrm|j at Sle^atthm, ■ 

Smeon i ^ f><. ,'out. 

Tehi *ie ^ b o^o dan. 

Sophia, with ''iier two daagliters, Barnaba 
, and Ajiosia.' ^ 

St. M.ainas, the,, Martyr.' 

Tiieqdotus, with his wife Ulisophana. 

, ^saia!} n)t ■prai.liet* 

Abiiodius. 

Besi,ntia, the Martyr. ' 

Jacob, the wfonk.. , .■ 

Antimiis,, the 'Bishop. 

Oroiites, “Raiirawa, Saulas, and Sawa, the 
Martyrs. ■ 

Basilidcs. 

Severlanua. 

Agaton, Ammon, Amonim, Petrus, and 
Johannes, the Martyrs, with their mother 
Rafika. , ■ ■, 

Elizabeth, daughter,. of Sophy. . , • 

. Mary, her sister." 

■ if ^eyatiWav 


Styled Amedalem, or Auda-amed; 
He was also called^ Abilius, and 
was the third patriarch of Al- 
exandria after St, Mark. 

On this day his execution is soi- 
emnized in die Greek and 
' Roman ehurcli; but in the 
Ethiopian and Coptic, his name 
I only, ids death being transfer- 
1 red to the day following, 
j He was put into a bag and cast 
I into the sea. 


One of the prineipai men of Clys- 
mae. 

Who is also called the Faster, 
for he abstained from meat 
and tvine. 


i c., the Lion, because he rode 
upon a lion- 

Thesixty-fottrth patriarch. 


Sophia is called by the poet — j 
“ Precious, stone of the city of j 
Rome.'* 


j Of Nicomedia ; he sudered mar- 
■ tyrdom underMaximinian. 


Of Rome. 


He was tHe £ve-and-twentieth 
patriarch, and not acknow- 
ledging the Council of Chalce- 
don, was declared a schismatic, 
wherefore he is held by the 
Abysj^an®' tpl'be a saint, '. 
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Maskarram — September. 


Julian. 

Ethiop. 

Fasts and Festivals. 

Remarks. 

Sept. 

5. 

Sept. 

VIII. 

I Dimadius, a 'Martyr, 
j illoses, tlic 

i t |)0 50ir of 

i cljfais. 

1 Another ^acharias and Joseph. 


6. 

; 

1 I.X. 

! . 

V 

1 Abba Bissora, Bishop of Massilia, with his 

1 companions, Bisaear, Fanabicus, and 
Theodoms. 

I ■ ^ , 

1 • ■ 

■ 

Cyrianiis, Bishop, 
lassai, the King. 

The archangel, who, according 
to the Greeks at Coiossse, in i 
\ Phrygia, smote with a rod, and 1 
remo ved a rock, which the J 
heretics had thrown into the [ 
•river to divert its course. 

7. 

X. 

of #ur Eahg 

Judith. 

Matrona. r 

Athanasia. 

j&iiiS 23cibfti of Htfilopisf. 

Datarca. . . 

Likeness of the Holy Virgin, painted By 
Lukas. 

Who killed Holofernes. 

Who instituted the feast of the 
cross in Abyssinia. 

8. 

XL 

Panephysis. 

Conielius. 

The blessed Theodora. 

Basilides. 

The three sons of Asnae. 

The name of a female martyr ; 
and also of a town in tlie 
neighborhood of Alexandria. 

9. 

XII. 

if^tcliaeh ^rchctitgel. 

The two hundred Bishops congregated at 
Ephesus. •, 

Aflachus and his companions. 

The twelfth of each month is 
dedicated to gt. Micbael. 

10. 1 

XIII. 

Basilius, Bishop of Cesarea. 

Isaac BadassBus. ' 


11. 

XIV. 

Abba Agathon.; 

Degana, the Priest. 


12. 

XV. 

Peter, the Hermit. 

Martyi'dom of Stephen. 

• ■ 

13. 

XVI. 

SBtsiftcatton of the €:|)tttth m 

Im 

Tobias. 

Abba Agaton. 

I’hat is, her restoration by Con- 
stantine and Helena. 

14. 

XVII. 

Theognosta, the Pcoman. 

©tonnsfus, i>atrt?(tch of Slcpaiioria. 

Eudoxius, the Presbyter. 
iPeastt of the ^Klorfoust Cross. 

Or rather the Greek ; she preach- 
ed the gospel in India. 

The fourteenth patriarch of Al- 
exandria, under the Emperor 
Deciiis. . . 

15. 

xvin. 

Jacob, the Ascetic. 

Memurlus, 

Nicetas^ the Martyr. 

Thontas. 

of the Hwperor Cok*' 

statttntev 

Bustathiuj^,, 

Brought a dead child back into life. 





Maskdrram-^ September, 


Julian. 


Eemarks. 


xviii. Andreus. 

, xix. Quiricns. 

<S?repr'tis» tijt IBatriai'c!) cf Armenia. 
^t|)aita.5Uts, tfje llatriarcj^ of ^Io):aii= 
■ 'Orfa. • ■ ^ 

XX. jl[ai3ilaoia> tlio liali? Ultuin anti marti)):. 
XXL jpaari), tije 


There are many oi this name ; 
it is probably the second, or 
the twenty-seventh. 

The memoi*y of the Holy Virgin 
; is celebrated on the 21st of 
each month of the year. 


Jnstina. 

Tiberius, the Disciph 


of Christ. 

In the First Council of Nicaea. 


! 3!r|)c tfivct: liuitteiB anli elgliteen 

op.9. 

Matthew, the Ascetic, 
xxn. Cotolas, the brother of xVxuus. 
.Tulius Akfahasi. 

Junius, his brother. 

Theoclonis, his, son. 

Aristas. 

XXIII. Salama, i. e. jFrumentms. 


Wlio converted Etliiopia to Chris- 
tianity. 


Eunobius. 

Andreas, his son. 

Tekla, the holy martyr. 

Eustathius, with his wife and sons. 


A woman. 

The wife whs called Theopiste, 
and the sons, Agapius and 
Theopistus. 


XXIV. Gregorius, and his companion Quadratus. 

XXV. jlona.%’, t|)e 

Kephas and Saulus, 

- Barbara and Juliana. 

XXVI. Obolius, son of Justus. 

€o!icc.p tio Ji of S ohti fti tije hjomb of 35lf* 
jahetl). 

xxvii. Eustathius. 

Tbekla. 

Abadirus and his sister Iraja, martyrs. 

JJsaac, anhSstcoh. 


The same as above, xxiii. 


xxvni. 


Abadirus instead of Obed-Edom. 
These Patriarchs have this day 
in each month of the Ethiopic 
calendar. 


Susanna, the Chaste. 

Enkua Mariam. 

Stephen, his son. 

XXIX. of 

Removal of the body of John, the Pure 
(Evangelist.) ' 

Arsima and her haother Agatha, with the 
Virgins. 

XXX. Abba Saliisi. . 

Jacob anb Jobit 

Absadius and Aaron. 

Athanasius. 

Gregorius. 

.End of the Abyssinian month M^dshdrram. 


i. e. the Gem of Mary. 
Celebrated twelve times 


The Apostles, soits of Zebedee. 
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TEKEMT-~OCTOBEE. 

SECOND MONTH. 


JviJlian. 


Ethiop. 


7. 

8. 


10 .. 

11. 

12 . 

13, 


Sept. 

Oct. 

28. 

1 

! 

29. 1 

I ■ ■ 

11. 

30. 

ni. 

Oct. 


1. 

IV. 


' F.i«ts and Festivals. 


V. 

VI, 


viir. 

IS, 


X, 

XL 

XII. 

xni. 

XIV. 


Anastasia, a martyr of Rome. 

Susanna, tho Virgin, 

sisUx k 

Se venis. Bishop of An liochia. 

Theodora, daughter pfArcadkis, the 3IIng. 
Shneo-o. '■ 

Ananias, who baptixed St. PaiiL 


Bacus. 

Papa and Manrjna. 

.^brr^a atib SItibeijaf. 


Xluehi-a -Christos. 

Cyriacns and his mother Hanna, 
Admuniiis. , 

tije .^rcopasfte. ’ 

Usilbs and Urianos.. 

Antonins and Rawak, martyrs. 
-Ilaintakoii. 

Hermolaus, the Presbyter. 

Hermacletus and Anainatus. 

|lauhisf, ^3<itrtacrdj of ConistaktrHODle, 

Batxalota Michael. 

Hanna, motlier of Samuel . 

Cypriaiiiis. 

Justina. 

Abba Baiila, the Just. 

Menas and Hasina. • 

Horus an.a Agaiho, children ofScisanna. 

Melras.: 

SJijonicist, of Irixtufa, 

Athanasius, l^alriarch of Antiochia. 
Stephanus, son of Basiiides, ' 

Dcitrfcti'dj of %mm. 

Emperor David, of Ethiopia. 

Sergius. 

Jacob, Ikatriwurdi oi Antiochia. 

Eumanius, ^^trfarcS of airvftntsrfa. 
^iicfiacl, tlw Sfvcja«0cl, 
gfatticto, the Ebaitscifst ana 3j)as%. 
®enteteius, iSaWatcJ ol SKcvanaeia. 

rtoIemachus*and his Brothers, the Martyrs 
raulus and iiaeharias, Ascetics, 
oti), m ^iiostic. 

wuebra.Cliriatos. 

calletr ^rasatot 


■ Kemarks. 


XVI. 


Azkimsatid'Cyriacus. 

Siias. . 

1 Kicomedia. 

I Abba Agathua. Patriarch of Alexandria. 


The hfty-hrst Fatriarcli. 

He is called • an Apostle, and is 
, said. j.o have, been made. Bish- 
op of .Damascus. : ; • 


These two brotiiers were tlie iirst 
Christian. Emperors of Ethio. 
pia, converted to Christianity, 
by Bt. Frumentius. 
i. €. servant of Christ , . 


One oi the nine Ethlopic saints, 
The brothers gf the fbmer, ' 


Vide. Hedar, xix. ' 

He was the seventh..,' ' ' 

lie was the twelfth. 


Of Cossarea, . , . ' ' " 

Fzdc Tekemt, IT. 
i Senex, one of the nine Abys- 
:«man.. .saints. 


The thirty-Eiath, 


.Mwmtm,-, 


Jcilaii. 

Ethiop. 

, Fasts 'and Peaiivals. 

' Eemarkg. 

Oct. 

Oct. 



13. 

xvi.: 

Macrobius.' 


1 


Petros.. ■ ■' 


j.14. 

XVII. 

®f0scoi*sts, ®attCctrc|j tsf ^lepaEhtfa. 

Vide Maskarram, vii. 



Filjas, Bishop of Tamois. 




'Birth ofHaima. ■' •■ 

StepDsmis,. t|)e JTIrst 

Mother of Samuel. 



Sleopljilitss, laati-iarcf) af 

The''three-a:‘id-twentiCth. ■ 

15. 

xvni. 

Rom anus, the M’artyr. ' , 


: 16." 

XIX. 

Joiiamies. ahd Kedwa masa. 

.femrah, ,a martyr. ’ ^ ^ 

Bartholomew, die Martyr, ' 

The. tiiirteeii Bishops. ■ 

Simeon. 

MCfa, tfje |3ro.phet. " 

On the spot where his blood was 
■ spilt, there grew up a fine vine. . 

.At Antiochia .. 

' '■ " , ’ - ' !• 

17. 

XX. 

jreanJ, tfjc 


18. 

XXI. 

Miiffliius. 

Sod, the 

Lazarus. 

‘Redeemed from prison by the 
Holy Virgin. 

19.' I 

X2LIL 

the SbaHSellSt 


20. ; 

XXHI. ' 

Joseph, latrCarch of ^lepauhtCs. ■■ 
Dionysius, the Bishop. 

He was the -fifty-second'. 

21. 

XXIV. 

Hilario. . 




.Paiilus and. his.copipa-nion. 

The Ho.ly Zaina, a martyr., . ■■ .,, 




Tzabakr Mariam. 


; 22. 

XXV. 

Aba .Abib, the V Monk. 

' Julius. ' •■"' i:' ‘ ■ ,, 


23.' 

XXVI. 

Tumuias. ■' , 

Haras, the Mo,nyr. , _ 


24. • 

XXVIL 

Abba 'Macarius, the „ Martyr, Bishop, of Kais. . 

Kaa was a town on the Upper 

25: 

XXVIII. 

Abraham, Isaac, aixh Sacol. 

Abba Jenia'ta. 

Morcitmus and Mercurlns. 

Nile. ' 

They were disciples of Panins, 


XXIX. 

Hath €:|irCst ^ 

Patriarch of .Constantinople. 



Demetrius, 'thf3 Martyr. 

Sektar. 


27. 

•XXX,' 

Empetar Isiaac. I- 

Of Ethiopia. ' 

■' I' 


1 

Abraham, the Poor. ' 



End of the Ah^ssini&n Blonthf Tekemt i... [ 

— ^ ^ ^ — __ .' .'i . 


Jaliaii. 

Etbiop, 

Oct. 

Nov. ■ 

' 28.' 

I. 

29. 

11 . .. 


HEDAR—NOVEMBEE. 

THIRD MONTH. ' ' 
Fasts and Festivals. I 


'Maximtis. Victor, Philip _ 
•SsiiRCiiSt^'pattiarc^ nt 0le|:aniatia. 
■ Peti:Es» laftfarcli at aieFsintfrCs. 
Naakweto-Laab. ' - , 



The sixty-third. , 

The twenty-sCverith. 

The last Emperor of Ethiopia, of 
. the family;; of,;:2agiie. -He .did 
■ /.-not^die. 





appendix. 


Heddr- 


November 


Julian. Ethiop. Fasts and Festivals. 

30. j HI. t^e J^vopfiet 

i .Cyriacus. 


Remarks. 


Whose dead body remained lone 

imcorruptecl 


Cured a paralytic person. 

The sixty-fourth; he was be- 
smeared with blood and cast 
before lions, but remained un- 
touched. 

He was driven from his see by 
the Arians, and, after a long 
journey, raised a dead body to 
life. 

Who baptized a king of Peraia. 


lohannes, the Priest, 
Martianus, Bishop of Thracia. 


Avmmu. - 

Heidr-^Nmember* '■ 


S7S 


Julian. 

Etliiop. 

■ Fasts and Festivals. 

Remarks. 

[• 

Nov. 

„ 11 .' ■ 

Nov.' 

.XV. 

Menas,. a martyr! 

Abba Menas, Patriarch of Alexandria . 
Dedication pf the church of Pachomius. 

The sixty-first. 

1 



Victor. 


[ . 



Sehitat. 

.Tatia, a female martyr. 

Beginning ’of the Fast before 
Christmas, called Hodadi. 

■ i:‘ 

i 12 . 

XVI. 

^ixoxeus,* Itms, anti life comiiaitfoK. 
Daniel, the Antistes, 

Aulacetus. - . 

Cerius. called .Tohn the Piteous. 

Cistiis, a martyr. 

Dedication of the church of xibimafer, in 
EoTPt- . 

Who put on angels’ clotning,” 
i. e, became a monk. 

Atnhe time of Heraclius, forty- 
. first Patriarch of Alexandria. 

Abunafer, called Onuphrius in 
Greek, was a hermit. His 
church was above Memphis. 

i': 

13. 

1 

XVII. 

Abraham and his wife. 

Harica and Kedoosa Amlac, their sons. 

The hiindred Anchorites in the deseg; of 
Watzif. 

Abba Sinodiiis. 

.Soijaiiites €:|}t*,ii.*(ostomua. 

The day of the removal of his re- 
mains to Constantinople. 

: it 

1 14. 

! . ■" 
i 

XVIII. 

.Tona and Atrasessa, ‘ ‘ , 

t|)e ^^osifle. 

Eleutherus and Enthia. 

Athanasius. . \ 

Female martyrs, 

15. 

XIX. 

1 

Theophilus,and his wife Patritia, and their 
son Damalius. 

Dedication of the church of Sergius. 

3S<trti)oltnneh), tiie '• ' 

His dead body sent forth an 
agreeable odor. 

-V.,, 

’ t 

16. 

XX:. 

of .^fleyatxlirfa. 

Theodoras, the martyr. 

The second, successor of St, 
Mark. 


17. 

. XXI. 

tj^e TJtrijCit. 

6 ctegorCus Eliaumatnrfius. 

Cosmus, Metropolite. 

Uncertain, whether the fifty- 
fourth Patriarch of Alexandria 

1.1 




or not, B is said, that the 

^ i 




image of Mary shed tears 

■ ^ 1 



Johannes, of Sijut. 

when it beheld his excnici- 
ating tortures. 

j,%.' 

18 . 

XXII. 

41ph8eus, Romanus, and Zachasus, of As- 

■■■■ ■, 



mimaja, with their companions. 





The children of Theodata. 

■' ■ ■ .!■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ ‘ ! 




The two hundred and ninety-two brothers- 

■ r 

if 

. 


and forty-nine sisters of Cosmus. 


. 

■ 19 . 

xxiri. 

^haltfas. 

Who fed the prophets in the cave 
at the time of King Ahab. 




Gomel] us. 

Serapliini; 

The tvrenty-eiglit Elders, 

Azkims and Cyrlacus. 

Mercmius, the Roman. 

1 Chron. xviii. 13. 


20.. 

" ' 21 . 

XXTV. 

XXV.' 

One of the seventy-two disciples. 

Apocalyps. iv. 4 . 

1 

II 

22 . 

XXV, I, 

Ele J^a^*t:bt.%' of Hegrc ■ .! 

Selarianus, with; his sister Tatusbaya . 

1 6 fX*efi 0 rto, of “Npsa. ' 

340 under their leader Aretas, 

1 


i. 




,,Arri!rNDiK. ,, 



&imr — Nommh&*, 

Julian 

Etiiiof; 

■ Fasts, and Festivals.- ■ ',.. • 

— ■ . . 

Nov. 

22. 

Nov. 

XXVI. 

Jesus-Moa. 

23. 

xxyn. 

Jacob, the martyr. 

24.' 

25., 

XXVIII. 

XXIX.. -j 

Philemon, the Apostle. 

Tekla Hawaryat. 

Guebra-Johannes. 

Thnotheus, and his wife Mora. 

SarabamoB, Bishop of Nagos. 

^hbii ^ 

abrafiam, Ssaac, antf Sacnh. 

Mxt^ of Christ / 

Petrus, Patriarch of Alexandria. 



Clemeng,. disciple of Petros. 

Guebra-MaskaL 

26. 

XXX. 

Acacius, successor of Anatolius, Bishop of 
Constantinople. 

Guebra-Maskal, Emperor of Ethiopia. 
Gregorius. . 


Ismwisf*,:,,; 


i.:e. Jesus-te.oTCrcome : mm 

■Was -cat' mMways asunder, 'but 
prayed still as ^ half a' ' 


One^of the nine Abyssinian saints. 

The twenty-ninth. He kept the 
people V of ;R'fermo]i:en from he- 
resy. •, \ r 

■ e. Servant- of the’. Cross, Ehj* 
peror of Ethiopia. 


Rere endeth the month Hedar. 


Julian. 


Now 

27. 


28, 


29. 

30. 

Dec. 

1. 


EtJjiop 


Dec. 

I. 


III. 

I'V. 


TAHSAS—DECEMBEE, 

FOXTllbl MONTH. 


Fasts, and Festivals. 


Asnadius, Patriarch of Alexandria 
Elfas, the 3Pt:nj)j&et 
Petrus, Bishop of Gaza. 

SoSaimes, ifettfarcg et a'lepanUtta. 

Auchanus. - 

Sadrach, Mesach, and Abednego. 

Abba Hor, with thirty-two martyrs. 

mUxm tl>e. Semjjfr. 

Phanuel, Archbishop, 

tj&e 

Natjum, m 3?top|>et 

Eleutherus, a martyr. 

Eugenia, daughter of King Philip 
Arsima. ‘ 

Johannes, 

Theodorua. 

Vktc®’.,a£.bishof>. 

Transfer of the body of Arsima. 
AMtolius, a preabyterand martyr. 

i^e®^ l^awl Bf aieyanw#. 

EliabuS'. ^ 


Semarks. 


The seventy-seventh. 


The fortieth j he built the church 
of St. Mark in Alexandria. 


Hor brought a dead child to life 
again, of whose death he stood 
_ accused. 


Vide Maskfesm, xxix. 
Called .Ghostly Father.” 


The Sixty-secoB'd. 

Otherwise A& Mariam* 


Afmmm. 








i Jnliaii' 

Ethiop. 

. Fasts; and Festivals. ,,, 

Eem&ficft. 

liec. 

Dec, 



3. 

ni. 

,i®atteiis,^tlie^Foor.r .. .j 

Dan,iel; the Monk,. .i 

Eiilogius. ' . '■ 

'Diontyras. 


4' ■ 

vni, 

.Tohannes of Damascus. 

'Es,i,.«iid. MS' sister TeMa. 
l^eraclES, 3Pa.trhuf]& of Slepaklrtfat.' 

The thirteentlL , 


Barbara.- 

Aiiba. i. e. Abba' Marina. 

Was discovered after death to 

i. 



have been a woman. 

,5. 

IX,. 

Saba, a auirlyr. 

Was thrown into a hot oven. 

'1 


a tiatmrcfj of 

T-hesixtieth. 



tirln.' 



' 

Severi-is, a lather of Antioch. 


1 

■ 

Xfro!nu5, 23is|)ap of ; 


! 


Thaiassiu.-'; and Elca'/ar. 


! 

1 

■' ■ ■ . 

x4.dYeni of the body ofSeverus.. 


■' i 


Sunslta of Constaotinople. 


7, 1 

XI. 1 

anh 3Sai't|)o!ointteus, 2Sfs|j^ 

Theodoras. 


■’8. 

„xn. 

|Efc|)ac!, the ^tchaiigel 




Aiiicetus and Photiniis, martyrs. 




Hydra of Syone. 




Sixty Bisliops against Benatus at Rome. 




Abba Samnei, of Wald uhbJi. 


. 9.; 

xni. 

'ila|)|)ael, the ^rchanijel . ^ 

Macarius. 

Barsuhus. : 

Abraeius. 

Mizael, a deacon: 

Anchorite of -the Convent Kei- 




mon. 

10. 

XIV. 

Mermena. , ‘ . 

Simeon Behor and Menas. 


j 


Abba, Guebra-Christosj Patriarch of Alex- 
andria. ; 

Ammoniiis. . ' 

■ The sixty*<se¥ei5£h. 



Nasahita, a royal daughter. ■ . 

Arianus, a presbyter. 

Arshaledes, Ms brother. 


11. '' 

■ XT,* 

Gregorius, Bishop of Armenia. 


■ , .1 


Sttcsc.^, tije. Strife. 

Every seventh day he ate a little 


Abba Jemsrih. . , 

' Eustathius, 

bread, the six other days he 
fasted. 

'■ 12.', 

XV,I. 

Conception of Bit . - 




Ananias and Cuzius. 

xibba Her wag, a martyr.' * ■ ' 


■ 13. 


Gideon, Leader of the Israelites. , . 


XV n. 

Transfer of the body of Lucas, the Stylite.- 


' 14. 

xvur. 

Heraclas, the Martyr. 

Philemon, the Hermit. : 

Cite, ©isHpIe -of Bt ^ntiL ■. 

Many of that name. 

' 15. 


Salsina, i. e. ;f rnmentfus. 

Apostle of the Ethiopians. 

. XIX. 

- -■€^ahrrH,',t|0.';HiThatiiie 

Aohfm.neSj;,t,!ie Priest. - 

Vide Hedar xiii. 

16. ’ 

XX. 

PInsgab tlje prophet. . . ■ 


• -17. 

".XXi. 

ftoflg ilCrgfE* 

Barnabas of Cyprus. 


18, 

’ xxn. 

Decisius, of Rome. ■, 





18 , 


XXII. 


ArFJUJNJDiX. 

Tahsds — December* 


I Jaiisn. I EtMop. 


Fasts and Festivals. 


Dec. 

I XXII. 


19 . 


Aiiastasius, Patriarch of Alexandria. 
Archelaus, Bishop. ^ 

20«ibfjy> 3^tixQ of 

Abba Timotheus. 

Isaac. ’ 

, , Samuel, and his sons Simeon and Gabriel. 

20. i XXIV. I aiifia ^aulf. 

J erem ias, the Prophe t. 

Obolius. 

Irjjnatfusf, a matter, 

j Fulgosius. 

Esther, Queen of Persia. 

Maccabaeijj the martyrs. 

.Tohannes Gama. 


Rematfes. 


21 . 


The seventeenth. 


Abba Darudi. / 

XVI. Anastasia, a martyr. 

' Juliana. 

:vn, Abba Abashadi, a martyr-bishop. 
Abba Heiianikus, Bishop of Egypt, 
j Abba Bege. • 

j Philip, a monk. 

I xxviri. jreast of ^ena. ' ' 

ifsttacc, attiR Jarob. 

Paulus, a martyr. 

nx. af our ilorh 3osm C|)rf.^‘t. 

STijc of ^Sabct. 

The martyrs of Achmim. 

Korilas and Abba Gize. 

Acarius. 

26. I xsx. Stje J-ntwrent ©MlUren. 

Johannes, the Master; 

Johannes, the Woman-hater. 
Zacharias, a hermit. 


Ea-e endeth the month Tahads. 


Made fire fall from heaven. 


Who introduced .monastic life in 
Ethiopia. 


His fingers and nails seemed 
burning like candles during 
prayer. 


That is, Christmas-eve. 

In 1843, the birth of our Saviour 
fell on. the 5th of January. 

A town in Thebais. 


TER— JANUARY.., 


fifth month. 


Julian. 

Etbiop, 

Pasts and Festivals. 

Eemark-s. 

Dec. 

27.' 

.Jan. ^ 

I. 

Stepbsitus, t|)& 

Dioscoriis and -dBsculapius, the companions, 
Leontius, a martyr. ' « 

Marcarins, the Patriarch of Alexandria. 

There were two of this name: 

28. 

It. 

Abel, hrother to Cain. 

the sixty-ninth is here meant. 



Sabela. 

A 'woman renowned for ihter- 



^HeHanicus, ’-'Pi 

pr^ting dreams. 




APPENDIX. 


Ter- — January, 


Julian. 

Ethiop. 

, , Pasts and Festivals. ' . , ' , 

Eemarks. 

Dec; 

S8. 

Jan. 

II. 

llatrCstcfi-isf ^le|:antrrta. 

The sixteenth, called ^'Column 

29. 

III. 

Abba Sinoda^Gf Smodius. 

Isafal, tl)c 3P'ro|i|iet' 

of the Church.” 

Also on the vi. of Maskarram. 



®J8 $Eixoce!it Cpureit. 
ilbba 2LCbaEus. • 

14,440 in number. 

Brought water out of a rock. 

■li 


Adhaiiius and Astea, his companions. 
Ammonias. 

Also on the xiv. of Tahsas. 

30. 

IV. 

SoIE, t|8 

31. 

y. 

Ausgenias, a martyi*. ' ' ■ ' 

He interpreted the sign, which 



Matthew, Patriarch of Alexandria. 

Constantine the Great saw in 
the Pleavens, and was be- 
headed in the 110th year of 
his age. 

The eighty-eighth. 

Jan. 

1. 

VI. , 

Ausia. 

Hoal). 

' 

2. 

VII. 

Basfluis. . . 

Abba Moses. 

Marcianus, Patriarch of Alexandria. 
Citcumcfsioii at (Srlirmt. 

Peter of Sola. 

The eighth. 

3. 

VIII, 

t|)e .Snn'aii. 

Adranicus, Patriarch of Alexandria. 

The thirty-seventh. 

4. 

IX. 

BSenjamm, |Jatrfarc|) of illepaEWs.. 
Dedication of the Church of St. Macarius. 
JiilakcMas, t|?c 3Pt'oiJ|>et , * 

Abraham- 

The thirty-eighth. 

5. 

x. 

Fast, called Bahed. 

Oh the eve of Epiphany. 

6. 

' XL 

Synod of Alexandria . 



ISaptfsm of 

The Epiphany. 



Justus and Giiedebus, 

Anatolius. 

Johannes, the Elder, Patriarch of Alexan- 

The seventy-fourth ; gave so 



dria. 

many’ alms, that of 20,000i 
' denars not one single obol was 

7. 

XII. 

MiiptMs of €aixa iii 

left ta himself. 



tije Srciiansel 

Theodoras of the East. 

Leontius and Benikarus. 

The former also on the i. of Ter, 

■ 8. 

xrn. 

Third feast of Epiphany. 


f . 

Scheii SleepOT. 

Called Arsaladis, Duomidos, Au- 

9. 

; XIV. 

Nacafo. 

Mehraela, a martyr. 

gameos^ Demetrius, Biirotos, 
Stephanos, and Cyriaeus. 

10. ' 

XV. 

Abhor, her brother. 

Emraisa. 

Maximus. 

Arshaledes. 

Cyriaeus and his mother. 

Abdias, follower of Elias. 

Also on the XIV. of Tahsas. 

Also bir the xxm. of Heddr , 

11. 

XVI. 

Cyriaeus. ■ 

Gregorius, Bishop of Sophorea. 

Daniel, the Womandiatet. 

Vowed never to look at a wo- 




man, as did Johannes, whose 
festival is obsen'ed on the xxx. 



Ijaiuta, mother of Cyriaeus,. 

of Tahsas. 



Philotheus, a. martyr. 





ATm^mx, 


Ter^Janmrv. 


“ ;■ 

Julian. 

Ethiop. 

Fasts and Festivals. 

Eemarks. ,■ | 

Jan. 

Jan. 



a. 

■ 

i 

! 

XVI. 

Palladius. ■ 

^ ' '1 

Soi)a!me.%4 d 

)Seenis to be the fortieth, who 1 
.■■died on, that day,4iaviiig pre- ' ■ 
dieted so of liimself. 

12. i 

SVII. 

BuiiiatheuSy brother of Maximus. 


13. 

XVIII. , 

Jacob of Nisibe. 

St. George. ' 


14. 

XIX. 

The Behureeans, with their mother Nera* 




Jafkarana-Egsia.. 

t. e. “ Friend of.God.’^ 



Dedicatioii of the Church of the Martyrs at 




Ssnsa.: ' 

A town in Egypt. 

15.' 

XX. 

ProchoiTiS, a bishop. 

Of Nicomedia. 



Abcihsius. , 




Behnu,. a holy martyress. 




Abba .Nabjad. 


16. 

XXI. 

Beat!) of 'Ciir Sahii 

Hilaria, the hermit. 




Gregorius. 

Sermtafh t|)e 

Paiilus and Silas, .martyrs. 

' ’ : . 1 



Johannes. 

■ ■ . ... ! 



Gaiistiis. ' , 

■ ■■ ■ ' 1 

IT. 

XXII. 

Antonius. 

Foimder of monastic life. 

18 . 

' 

i 

XXIII. 

'Thnorheus. ' 

Sljectsosfii.^', !!)£• Hmpetun*., 

Georgius and Mercora. 

Disciple of St. Pa,iil> and Bishop 
■ . . of Ephesus.' 

19. . I 

i 

XXIV. 

Abshadius, the Presbyter. 

Bifar-bf Sofia. 


20. 

XXV. 

Petrus. 

Sebastirai. 

Ascelas, a martyr. 


21. i 

1 

. i 

XXVI. 

The forty-nine old hermits. 

Joseph, -the iVlnisgiver. 


22. ! 

xxvn. 

Abba Bifiimon. 




Serapio. • 

Transier of the body of Tiinotiieus. 
Hncc'l). 

tS Uriel, Archangel. 

To Constantinople. 

■ 23. 

XXVHL 

! 

.^btahnni, ^-.tiaac, atib Sacob. 

Abba Ac„:uhl, wirli Ills .eight companions. 
His eight hundred conipaiiioiis. 

Joseph,' ■ . ■ 

Clemens, a bishop and marlyn. 

In Gojain. 

Was saved out of a fiery" veil, ' 

24. 

‘ XXIX. 

Sort). 

Xena. ’ . 

Steplianus. • . 

Cyriacus. ■ ■ V' 




The monks of the Convent Zaga-Meeiad. 
Gabra-Nazrawi. 

In the country of the Agows. 

25, 

XXX. 

of SUcyaEbna, 

Chrestus, ■ 

The wny-seventh. 



Mary and Martha, the Virgins. 

Tekla and Abjd. 


■ 


Irene. 




b ' ' ■ Here endcih the morifh Ter. 


apfenoes. 


YEKATIT-— FEBRUARY 


SIXTH HOHTE. 


Fasts and Festivals. 

The Fathers of the -CEcmnenic': Coimcii of 
Constantinople. 

Dedication of the Church of Peter, Patri- 
arch of Alexandria. 

Thomas. 

Pauliiis, tile Hermit, of Alexandria. 
Longinus. 

'Jacob, a monk. 

I . Zeno, the Thaumaturgos. 

Transfer of the body of Ephrem, the Syrian. 

Agabus, apostle, ' ' 

Zacharias. 

iKttiarcfj of 

bessoi, called Peter. 

Nobus. 




Eemarfa; 


150 bishops. 


Transfer of the bones of the 49 martyrs. 
AbbaEbloi. /■ > 

Abba Eblo. r 

Ammon and Esia. . '■ ^ 

She of tecobmt? fromi 

tijB sea. 

Abukir and Johannes. 

Amogi and Athanasia. 

Maria.. : 


Also on the^ tii. of Ter, ■ I 

Beginning :oi Quadragesima. ! 

The tenth. 

Bishop of Rome. Sentenced to 
be . drowned j he did not sink 
m spite of a heavy stone fas- 
tened to his feet. 

■ 

Two different persons. 


. Alexander, Metropolite of Alexandria. 

laaMarcl of miepunMs. 

. ' - Chrtst enters the Eempk, 

Sraiewh tfje Impljet ' 

Manila:, tlje larophetess. 

Elias.- 

Three fema.le -hermits. 

Transfer of the body of Joseph. , ■ 
Death of Barsuma. 

: Paulus, with Esi - and, Thekla, 

Sacoijns, tfje ' aiih Itotup. 

St, Just. . * 

Bjra; : . 

Felo, a bishop of Persia. 

-, Beiatianus, Bishop of Rome. , 

Leoiiiiius .Eulbgius. 

Abba Betra/ ciiscipie of Sylvan, 
PlJcteh t|ir ^rrfiattgel 

! Jiaiiius, a deacon, 

- Sergius, the iiscetic. ■' ‘ • 

WmatiKms, ^patriarcg ot atenSitia. 

I Victor. 


I Who bathed Christ’s feet. 

I . ■ . 1 

The thirty-tiiird. 

I The forty-fifth. ' Aiiniveisarv c 
[ his death. 

[ Or Maly’s purification. 


The thirty-second, 




m 









APPEISTOX. 

Yekdtit-^Fehruary, 


Julian. 


£thiop. 


Fasts and Festivals. 


Remarks. , 


Feb. 


xvii. 

XVIII. 


Eusebius. 


Jacobus. 

€:3)rir{uss ^3aUnardj at ^lepanlstfa. 

Sevems, Patriarch of Antiochia. 

Johannes. 

Zacharias. 

Bebnuda. 

Inauguration oi‘ the Church of the Forty 
Warriors. 

I the %>oIi) TJfrfint., 

3EIf?abcp, i^otier of .St. So|)R* 

Death of Moses, the Legislator. 

Menas, Bishop of Achniim. 

Abba Abraham. 

Mehniiis, Patriarch of Alexandria. ^ 
Transfer of the body of Martianus. 
^Satxnard) of 


XX. I Basilius, Theodosius, aiid Tiihotheus. 
i Philemon. 

I IHarn tljo HirfiCit. 

©labn'cl, ^Jatrfarcf) of ^lepsnhrfa. 

Zacharias, Theodosius, and Timotheus. 

^ncsmxus, ©iscfple of |9aul. 

Maraiia, a bishop. 

Eusebius, son of Basilides, a martyr. 
Matthias and Timotheus; : 

Agapetus, bishop. , 

Ausanius. 

Philemon and 

I S<ucfa, tfie Utrgm. 

[ Konas, a deacon. 

I Menas and Pmadius 
XXVI. ! Abu Phanas. . . ' 

Antonius Raweh. ' 

i^oseas file 13ro|)|)et 

Saciok, a martyr. 

Afiastasius. 

Eustathius of Antioch, 

j ^btahamf £“saac^ antf Sacob. 

I Theodoras, the Roman. 

I SSfttij of , dirts t- ' . 

I Polycarpus, the Priest. ' 

' The head of John. Grvsostom recovered. 


XXII. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 

XXV. 


Being threatened to be burnt, he 
was taken to heaven by Uriel 
the archangel, and remained 
there for fourteen years. 

Se resuscitated a dead child. 

The twenty-fourth. 


From Athens to Antiochia. 

The twenty-first, successor of 
Athanasius. This is the anni- 
versary of his death. 


The fifty-eighth ; anniversary of 
his death. 


Was slain, with S008 others, by 
, a King of Persia. ■ ' „ 


Bishop of Smyrna. 


Here endeih the month Yekdtit. 


APPENDIX. 


MAGABIT— MARCH. 

SEVENTH MONTH. 


’ '(-n" e'' •'% -'Mi 

'-■Mi - ■' 

At . . # 






Julian 

Ethioj) 

j Fusts and Festivals. 

Feb. 

March 


*25 

I. 

1 ■ 

1 Barkisus, Bishop of Jerusalem. 

I Merciirius, Bishop, and his companion 
j Alexander. 

,| B'lethusaiem. 

1 Macareu.s, Bishop. 

26. 

j ■ !I. 

1 Greiiorius of Roha. 

27. - . 

1 III. 

; Cosmus, taatrlarch of .^Icpanhvfa. 
i Abba BerfoniiLs. 

28. 

1 IV.. 

1 The bishops assembled on account of the 

1 Paschal. 

1 Sophoreus. ^ 
j Haniilius of Terha. 

March 


^a.<5ma, llatriarrh of ^Icpaiilina, 

' 1 ., ' 

V. 

KSarabainoii, a martyr. 

Eudoxia. 

Abba Germanos. 

©uehx'a=iEanfa.^' Ictchoo.^. i 

2. 

VI. 

Dioscorus, a martyr. 

Sijcotro^ims, tiie Hmperor. • 

Raphael, the Archangel. 

Antanes and Arkraradis. 

3. 

’ , VH. 

Apollonius. 

Philemon. , . 

Theodotiis, a martyr. | 

4 

vin. 

JWatttjfas, We jostle. 

Arianus. 

Suliamisytaatriardj of 1 

■ ^fje Seben .Sleep 

5. 

IX. 

Andrianus. 

Eusebius and Anna. 

Cuetenus. 

6. 

X. 

^sHbciition of t|)e %ob Cross. J 

Abba Aief. • C 

7. 

A 

XI. 

Basilius, a bishop^of Hermon. ' , J. 

Theodicianus. C 

'8. 

9. 

Xll. 

tije ^r channel ' . 

®emetrm.s, latrfarcD of ailepantrina. 1 
Melagiiis, a martyr. 

Soscpb .son of Sncch. 

Xlil. 

® ioiicitlieiis, latrfarcl} of ^lepaiihrta. 1 
Forty Martyrs. ' (j 

Markaras, the Eider, and Macarius his 0 
brother. 

10. 

XI v; 

Thomas. 

Cyrillus Johannes. 

Senodms. 

Eugcnius, Eugander, and Abilandius. 

Abba Batli. 

.11. 

XV. 

Sara. 

Helias, a martyr of the town Ahnas. 
Siplioneiis. 

Selaphicus, and his bride Stratonica. 

1,2..:. 

■XVI. 

J^fcbael, the ^3atr!arc|j. ^ T 


The forty-fourth. 


■ ■■ 

Beatea by the people of Athens. 
The eleventh. 


and ill, of Ter. 
Of Alexandria . 

The twelfth, also 
.Tekemt. 

The forty-fourth. 
Of Sebaste. 





Ai’rmDix. 


Magdbii — Mftrch 


Julian. I Etiliop. 


Semarks. 


Fasts and Festivals. 


Marc fi /March. 


Theocritus. 

JFtientr of Clirtst 
Georgius, ThaiaSsius, and 
Josephus, the Bishop. 

^hhti 6fatniTac* 

Isodorus, a martyi- of Ferma. 

Axistobulus, fnend of St. Paul. 

Alexander and Agapius, of Gaza. 
Nemelius and Denasius. 

Askanafer, with his v^ife Marita, and hh 
ciiiidreii Arcadius and Johannes. 
Romeiius and Thaiassiiis. 

Stratonica. 

j Plicliael, of illcpatihtia. 


smian 


le fifty-seventh. Amiiveisar 
of his death. 


. I Askaraiius. ■ ■. . . 
i 6i 97 Marlyrs. 

I .Resuscitation of .Lazarus. 

, XXT. ;/] 

' ■ Lamech., ^ . 

Theodoras and Timotlieus, martyrs, 
mi. ^hhciit iix Scni,^’alem* 

' xxin. BniiRh the ^3ro.phct 
sxiv. ■ l^acEtms’, 
ixt. j Onesiphorus. 

XXVI. ; Farius, the lioiy. 
j Eupraxia. 

xxvn. j Amata-Hanna, and AmataAVahed. 
j Sufforinss of Christ. 

I Stephanas, ihe martyr. 

1 Macailus, chief of the convent in Shilia-^ 

I The Martyrs of Sshla. 

XXVIII. j lEisaac, mtu Satoh. ' ■ 

! ■ I €:oitstotfiie, t|}£ Hmaietor, 

j I ^oknat; 

xxii . I Coixcepticn of ^ t, 

#east of the^iUsmmtfoti. 

XXX. i 6^td3tnc(, the Slrcharigcl 
j Simeon, the 'jSTasirsean. 

Jacob, a martyr. 

I Johannes.. * 


servant. 


Mere endetk the month MngdUt^ 


AilAZIAH— APRIL. 


EIGHTH MONTH, 


Julian. Etliiop. 


Fasts and Fe&tivalf 


March. April 


Baton, the Wu'i) 

®^nus. 

MacariuB, and his son?. 

Simeon. 

Christophoru^. 

Jbhannes, Bishop of Jerusalem. 




APPENDIX. 


Fasts and Festivals 


leinovks 


l\Iarca?iis and Fekimis. 

l^atrfcirdj 

Seiiiiata Zion. 

Vicibr, Daciiis, and Snno. 

Dioscorus. rhe .Silent* ■ 
ana 

5£rd-i‘a2icc 3? rf’rist mta ftie 
Ciiambrc* 

itlari aC mliom :^o$Cwius in^ 

tin*rc*s* 

"Xmo. 

3oa:lii% af tmh’t 

Aatij'i-?. ’nieodaais, and Zlaeroblus^ sons 


The sevenly-firsL 
n e. Beloved of Zion. 


jht days from Paschal 


ir9:i. 


.rrf) 3t“ BlcKaithfm. 


Tire firry-tiftl: 


-iJatrlHivj .01 .Aleva uBna. 
Titeijdora, rhe Mmiincen'i:. 

.k);i:iniic.-n of Gaza. 

Gaiu.'i and Esilnis. 

t!)v MvcImixi^cL 

Blox'tinljsic l^atvmtTh af 

Aiifonifn-, a bi'diop, and LnKas. 
laso and Jose -.ill n's. 

i’ne deaeonsss Dionysia and Gelvas, in 


'lie seventletli, 


Disciples of -Melius, 


:?) af .i^'IrcaiVlJvf 


The iiheentli ; died 011 tliis day 


riiaJj-f 


Aritlpp’as,, disciple of John. 

.•iiareb, tiiez^iostb. 

Zni'a dlririarn. 

Meichizedek. ' 

,:ffcis't af Bacall* ■ , 

Euseblrrs, servant _,or Susneiis, 

Peters a .martyr, along with Abba Besoi. 
Simeon, Bishop of Armeuia, 

Bebniula, a rnartyr of Tentyra, ' 


Between Paschal a,ii(l Pentecoste. 


The palm-tree Oil’ wiiieli lie was 
liimgj bore huit the very same 
hour. " 


Cyriliiis, with Ills wife and children. 

ttjc %!oIb Tirsftt. ' ' ■ 
oVbrat;acu.s. 

Isaac. , - ■ 

Slcyasitfcc, IDatyfarci) of 

Maiens, the Rich, Patriarch of Alexandria. 


Of Horiii. 

The nineteenth. 
The ’ forty- ninth 


He redeemed 
laptives at an expense of thirty 

I j j 


thousand 'gold denar 
The fifty-third. .. 


Michael, Patriarch of Alexandria. 
■Georgis, the martyr. 

Korns, 
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Mmziah---‘April 


Julian. 

Ethiop. 

Fasts and Festivals. 

■ 

Remarks. ' 

April 

April 


' 

18. 

XXIII. 

Tzanas. 


19. 

XXIV. 

ISatriatc!) of ^il^paixUtia. 

See the ix. day of Miaziah. 

20. 

XXV. 

Sarah, a martyr, with her two children. 
Bebnudas and Theodoras. 


21. 

XXVI. 

Susneusj.a martyr. 

Jonas of Nineveh. 


22. 

XXVII . 

Aboon Victor, a martyr. 

Abba Noda, Zosinms, and Stephana. 
Martha, mother of Victor. 


23. 

XXVIII.^ 

i^htaliam, ^saac, anti Jacob. 

Pistaurusj an ascetic. 

Of Maksiir. After he was be- 




headed his buhy was seen to 
walk about at Heraclea. 



Melius, a martyr. 


24. 

XXIX. 

Mvtij of CIms’t 

Aristus, Bishop of Beyroot. 

Abba Acius, Bishop of Jerusalem. 


25. 

XXX. 

Marcus, son of Mary. 

The Evangelist. 



Here endeth the month Miaziah. 


GENBOT— MAY. 

NINTH MONTH. 


Julian. 

Ethiop. 

Fasts and Festivals. 

Remarks. 

April. 

26. 

May. 
I.' . 

of tile Jitarg. 


27. 

ii. 

Bartholomew, a motropolite. 

Job, tbe ^patient 


2^. 

III. 

Abba Esi. 

Theodoras. 

Abba Bessoi. 

■Disciple and follower of Pacho- 
mius.- 

29. 

IV. 

.Tason, a martyr. 

Jofiaimcs, of ^lepatibria. 

The fortieth. Held also on the 

30. 

V. - 

Zosimus and Nudas, servants of Victor. 
Jetemiasi, the ^P^opbct. 

I. of Tahsds. 

, 

May. 



1. 

vr. 

Isaac of Tafra. 

Eed-hbt nails were driven into 

2. 

1 

VII. 

Abba Macarius., . 

Abba Ammon. “ i 

1 Pelagia, with four children of Esna^ ■ 

Abba Bebnuda. i 

, Salome, an ascetic. 

Dionysius.' 

Senodius, the Anchorite. . 

^tiiaixasw&', ^Patnarcij of 

his head. 

The twentieth. 

i 

3. 

VIII. 

John, the Liberal. 

Btscetisioti of Clitfst* 

In order to give clothes to the 
poor, he took offins own. 



Daniel 

'J^nn, the Eleemosynary. 

Maximus. 

Dionysius, with bis wife and children. 
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Genbot — Maf 


Julian. 

Ethiop. 

■ May. 
■4. 

May. 

IX. 

, 5. 

X.' 

6 . 

... XL ■ 

' 7. 

XII. 

8. ; 

XIII. 

9. 

XIV. 

10. 

XV. 

11. 

’ xii. 

12. 

XVII. 

13. 

XVIII. 

' 14. 

XIX. 

.■m"" 

XX. 

■16.. 

XXL 

17. 

1 XXII. 

18. 

xxiir. 

19. 

XXIV." 


Fasts and Festivals. 


Anania, Azaria, Mizael 
Abraham, a martyr. 

Satin, llattfarclj of 

Abba Michael. 

357 martyrs. • 

Paphniitiiis, Bishop of Damascus. 
Euphemia. 

Sosthenes and Jektras. 

•Tared. 

Tawaceiia, with her son Aholiiis, and his 
V companion .Justus. 

^parition of the Cross in Golgotha. 

t|)o .^tchanjjel 
Sofiix ®|)ri?sostom'> 

Isicus. 

.Tared, father of Enoch. 

Menas, a deacon. 

Stephanus. ' - 

Transfer of the bones of Tekla-Haimanot. 
Arsenins, of Rome, who educated the tw’o 
princes. 

Symrnachus. 

Belamon. 

i^achomms. 

Four hundred 'warriors with Menas the 
Deacon. 

Nieh)aJas*€D|jttMos. 

Nathanael, a martyr. 

Jesu Sirach, the Ecclesiastes. 

Transfer of the body of St. John, the 
Apostle. 

Epiphanius, an Antistes in Cyprus. 
Lucianus. 


Sadrach, Mesech, Abednego. 
There are many of than tame. 


i. e, Property of Christ f an 
emperor of Ethiopia. 


©escent of t|je 
Abba Garga, with Abraham. 
Isidorus, son of Belandius. 
Senodius. 

Isaac, a monk and presbyter. 
80,107 martyrs w-ith Isodorus. 
Joseph. 

Caleb or Cleshaas. 
Anamonius of Tona. 

Sedeza, disciple of Ammonius 
Behor, follower of the same. 
Abba Derma, an, anchorite. 
J^ars, tfie 3iols Wltgn. 
Aaron. 


Abba Mardalaeus. 

Andronikus. 

Jacob Saragawi. 
Julianus. 

Julius and his mother. 
€|)tTst .enteris ©ssiJt. 


A converted Jew. Gave his 
own gannent to a naked man, 
and received for it another 
one from heaven. 


A king of Ethiopia. 


When he was sick, he made 
roasted pigeons to fly into his 
mouth. 


Genhoi — May, 


Jialian. 

Etbiop.; 

■ Fasts and Festivals. 

'■Remarks. 

* May. 

May. 



^ 19. 

’ XXIV. 

Salome, coiiipamon of the Yirgm Alary. 

1 ' ■' 

20, ' 

XXV, 

j Abba Herodas. 
j Acolyms, with 240 martyrs. 


21. 

XXYI. 

1 Sijsmci&i ti^c . 

Arshioe, a martyr. 


22. 

Txvn, 

John., Patriarch of Alexandria. 

Lazarus, Bishop of Cyprus. 

1 The •tliirtietii. „ ' 

His second death. 

23. 

i 

XXVIXI. 

Amata Cliristos. ■ : 

i Aerilos, with 135 martyrs. 1 

1 ^hralism,, fear, aitlj Jacoh, 




■ Abba Mere uriiis. 


! i 


Transfer of the body of Spiphanius to Cy- 

i 1 


■ pras. 


24. i 

XXIX. 

Abba Simeon, of Aiitiochia, 


25. 

XXX. 

Michael, Patriarch of Alexandria.- ' 

Koriis. " , 

i Arwa, a woman. ■ ■ 

The sixty-eigh'th. 


Here -enfietii the month Gemot. 


^ i 


SANNS-^JUNE. 


TENTI-I MONTH. 


Julian. 

Etliiop. 

, Fasts and Festivals. 

Semarks. 

May. 

June., 

Bifainon,-' a martyr.- 1 

Leontius, a martyr, '■■in- the tiiiie ..of the | 
.■.■'Saracens. 

Joseph, son of Zawl. 


26. 

I. 

Also Oil the xxvFu oi Ter, 

27. 

n. 

Apparition of me bodies" of John the Bap- ' 
tlst and Elijah. . 


28. 

HI. 

Martha. 

■Koreon, ■ 

Hiiarius, bishop and martyr 


29. 

IV. 

John, the Ornament of Heraclea. 

Sanusius and Mary, of Belkim. 

.■.. ... r. 


- 

Amnion and Sophy t i.^-. ■ ,, . 

Acronins and Demonasia, ]- i Martyi's raider Diocletiamis, .orant 

Ammonins and Menas. ■ ■ : \\ m a diiiicn. 

30. 

31. 
June. 

V. 

%;■ 

Abba Ebsoh , 

Abba Jacob. 

Marcus, the Submersed. 

Bifamon. :■■■■■:"■. '■■■■'■■..' 

Mercuriiis. 

Fek. 

Ablak. , 

1 Isaac. 

1 TheodoruSj a monk. 

The-foux princes of Esnse. 


1. 

VIL 

Aslnron, a martyr, and five warriors. 
Opening of the Church of Mary. 


2. 

vn.L 

fit ef 

Teemada and her sons. ■ 

’ . ■ 15 . . ■ 






' APPENDIX. 


San7ie — June, 


Ijollftn. 

Etliiop: 

Easts, and Festivals. 

EemarJes. 

"jiSer 

June. 



2. 

Tin. 

200.0 maityrs. 

Armenian arui Iris mofher. 


3, 

IX. 

tijii If roifict 
.'Lucia mis." ■ 

1 

Vide Genbot, xvii, [ 

I 

, 4. 

X. 

Sophia am] her daughters. 

.Dib-amona, Blsramona, and Warsenopha. 

■' ( 

' 5, 

XI. 

Claudius., a martyr. 

With eighty-eight companions. 

'' f 


Dedication of the Chiircli of Jesus in Alex- 



andria . 


6. 

XII. 

m, 

IBicfincI, t|ic 

Iduphemia. 




iLtrirntda of Alexandria. 

The seventh ; baptized by .St. 



■\ 

Mark. ^ 



faliJarci) oLHcraixtirm.. 
Btizalma Michael. 

The sbay-foiirth. 

' 

■7. 


SaHhek, Hirperar fif Htiifoiiia. • ' 

Mlien yet an infant, a swarrn of 
.: bees alighted upon him with- 
out doing him any injury 

XIII. 

. ' 

. 

tl)c 

■John, Bishop ot'.Teriisaiem. 



8. 

XIV. 

Ptoieniae'Lis and Pliilippiis, 

John and Acra. • ^ 


9. '■ 

XV. 

■Church of h'lemis i.n Marjtii. 

hlenas brought, a dead s\nne 

10. 



again to life. 

XVI. 

sl'oiniafc'r a: ah' heati?. 

2aasu03 wiih Yekweno-Amlac 

Alias Onuphrias. 


■ 11. 

xvn. 

Abba Bacatzum 

Ate dmy si few cabbage-leaves, 

, by w diet his body be- 1 

came as light as air. 



A.bba .Pa.l£emo'n. 

12. 


Abba Garima. . 1 

One of 1 he nine Abyssinian saints. 1 

xvni. 

BiMsiifas., lisMarcli'Bt .. 

He has many days.-- 

13. 

XIX. 

Aii'iib Bissei. ' 

Id esi, pure gold,’^ a martyr of 



Tesiii MLchael. 

George and his wife Basjela. 

Ai’nobius arid Penns. 

x-Lshirioii ti,ud Argeiiis,,,and Beifijiis, mar- 

Heliopolis in Egypt, 
i. e. “■ hope of Michael.*’ 

14: 

XX. 

sifjal), tlje f . 


15. 

XXI. 

t|ic i3icsse‘0 ¥''Cri|Cii. 

Dedication o.t’ her ciiiirch. .. . ! 



' /f 

Timotli;/, a martyr. 

Thomas. . -■ ■ 

■ . : 


'f" 

, 

'■ 

He brought to life again a wo- * 

. man, who had been drowmed I 
in a vessel of irvdroiaei.' I 

1 


‘ Matthew, 



Cedriamis (Cedrenus,) Patriarch of, Alex- 

The fourth. ■ ■ , 



anJria. 


le.'" 

...XXII, . 

The sons of Teiidada, companions of Cos- 




rnus the Martyr. ; 

Panlus. tlie Plerrnit. 


17. 

XXIII. 

Soloittoil, t||C IttlM. 

, Abba Fob. 


IS. 

XXIV. ' 

Abba Moses, the Black. ■' . 

ITis seven brothers. 

Formerly a notorious robber. 

19. 

XXV. 

Peter and Paul. 

'Judas, a niariyr. 

Abba Petrus, a doctor. Patriarch of Alex- : 

. andria. ■ ' ' p--- 

BesfmxCng of Wiiiter.. 

The thirty-fourth. 
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■ , ■ , ■■ ■■ ■ 

^anne-^June 


1 Julian. 

Ethiop 

Pasts and Festivals. 

EemarJcs. 

June. 

19. 

June. 

XXV. 

Piiatus and his wife Proela. 

Dedication of the Church of Gabriel . 
Sos’liua, son of Hun. 

■ 

20. 

XXVI. 

Thomas, a martyr, with companions. 
Dedication of the Church of Timothy in 
Benhur. 

Ananias; a martyr. 

Vide Heddr, xxvh. 

rt-, 

21. 

XXVIL 

0bra|)am, anh Jacoh. 


22. , j 

XXVIII. 

Elieotjosuts, tatrfarcli of mUrmWm. 

Either the thirty-third or th,. 

23. 

24. 

XXIX. 

Natfbft^ of 

Marcus, King of Rome, 
peodorus, son of Leo, King of Ethiopia, 
Palladius, Cotylas, Adramrsj and com- 
panions. 

Besoi, the warrior, with his* brother Nor, 
and mother Didara. 

seventy-ninth. 

V ' 

XXX. 

Katfbrtj) of 3of)n tljz BalJtfjst 

Abba Geranus. 



Here endeth the month SamS, 


HAMLE— JULY. 


eleventh month 


Julian. 

Ethiop. 

Fasts and Festivals. 

Remarks. 

J une. 
25. 

July. 

'"!• ■■■ 

Calacus, Patriarch of Rome 

— 

26. 


Gephronia, a martyr. 

Benjamin and Beioc. 

Also called Febronia. 

ir. 

Taddaeus. 

Was strangled because he re-' 

27. 

28. 

III. 

Mary, a recluse. 

Seraphim and Cherubim. 

®|rrattS, jwsRstna at tije ©ouiitil of 
JSjSesus, asafest Dfestorfus. 

Umstianiis. 

proved a rich man for his pride, i 

IV. 

SojjJotifas, (^ejSantaa,) tjc 

Johannes and Abukir. 

' m 

29. 

V. 

fete* anlt Satil, tSe ajpostles. 

Caustus. 

Acrosia. . ^ i 

The wives of Agrippa. 

Deucris. 

■ 5 , 

j : . > j 



Sakuel. 

Marcellus. 

1 

30.‘ 

' ■' July. ■■ 

Ly,,:'- 

VL 

VII. 

The seventy disciples. 

The fathers of die monastery Assa. 
Maskal-Kebra, a woman. 

Sutttel (i. €. 

Almenas, called Paulus. 

Theod^ia, a martyr. 

Satumina, a feale ascetic. 

;;^baSynoda. 

'..'y. :.■■■■ 

' i 

* 1 

I 

■ V'y f 






Bishop of Rome. I ! 



flpiilf 


APPENDIX. 


Hamit — J uly. 


Ethiop, 

Fasts and Festivals. 

Kemarks. 

July.- 

VII. 

GeorgiuSj a priest. 


VIII. 

Abba Bessoi, the hemiit. 

There have been many of that 


'Cyrus. 

Aburom and his brother 

Atom and Ariamis^ 

Misael. 

Belana, a presbyter. 

name. 


Beimas. 

Piiaulius of Tama. 


IX. 

^atriarcl? ot 

The ninth. 

X. 

of Cttnaa. 



Theorai\nd Theodoras. 

Goiianiis.B, 


XL 

Johannes and Simeon, martyrs. 

This .John extracted a serpent 


<2^ahrfe!, of ^lejcantiria. 

out of the womb of a princess. 


Many of that name ; the seventy- 

xri. 

Esaias, a presbyter. 

JRSLicTDttelf, tl)t 0rc|)aiisei. 

eighth. 

xin. 

Abba Hor, a martyr. 

Abba Base nd a, a bishop. 


XIV. 

Ammon, a martyr. 

Dedication of the Church of Bessoi. 
Prochoriis. 



Isaac. 


XV. 

Wztzx antjf i3aul 
^hha 2Spi)rem, of 


xvr. 

Jofjitt possessor of tjje ^ol^jen 



mcut 

Sertza-Hawaryat. 

i. e. “ gemi of the Apostles.” 

xvn. 

Ettphemia. 


Andreas, a monk in the monastery of Le- 

Of Debra-Libanos in Shoa ; he 


banon. 

Jonas, the Prophet. 

slew Mafoodi, King of Hurrur. 

xvni. 

Sacoht brother of #ur 3Lorb. 


XIX. 

Athanataeus, Bishop of Giysme. 

Batalanus, a martyr. ) 

! 

OfEsnae. j 


Cyriaciis, a martyr. \ 

XX. 

The martyrs of Latonopolis. 

Abel, of the fraternity of Tekla-Haimanot. 
ISntrj} ot ^urtficatfon of 

■ I 

Hanna, mother of Mary . 


Theodorus, leader of an army. 


Giiebra-Yasoos. 


XXL 

fekla. 

JHatg, tijo ?4olw Jllxutn. 



an avcbanscL 

Susncus. 

Batzalota-Michael. 


' XXII. 

All-Christos. 

Macarius. 


xxni. 

Therapio. 

Longinus. 


XXIV. 

Marina. 

Nobus. ' 



Simeon, latrtoli of: ^!e|:anWa* 

The forty-second ; was poisoned. 


Tekla-Adonai. 

Abbot of Debra Libanos. 


Mariam Kebra., ' ' ‘ '\' v 



Za-Yasoos. 

i. “ follower of Jesus. 


Abba Garazim. ■' 

Eiuropius. . 





AI^I^ENDIX. 
Hamit — July. 


Fasts and Festivals. 


Twenty.five thousand martyrs in the town 


Atribev .■ 

Thelda, an apostolic woman. 

Dedication of the Church of Merkiir 
Egypt. 

Antoninus, y 

j Hilaria, J 

j Tekla and Amogia, martyrs. 

|. Dimadius. 

I Joscpiy Intshaiilraf 

I Timothy, Patriarch of Aie.\^iidrm. 

j Sciiama. 

' . : SaiiiueL ^ 

xxvn. I Ammoniiis and TheophiJa. 

I Bifomon. 

JdalTratcij of a^icpctntsna. 

xxviiL i^bvtiham, £“.«ctac, anlr Sutoh. 
Maskul-Guebra, a woman. 

Adronikus and Athanasia. 

Pliiiippns, the companion of Tekla^iai- 
1 manot, 

XXIX. KatfbftiJ of ditfst. 

Transfer' of the body of Taddffius. the 
Apostle. ■ 

Warseiiopha. 

XXX. Mercurius and Ephrem, brothers. 
Dedication of the Church of Snriel 


A martyr killed with arrows ■ 
bana, a town of the Thebm'i 


paralytic 


he twe;grv-seeond, 

ode upon a lion. i 


Vide Sairn^. 


j Paul us. 

i Andrens and Matthias. 

' Timotheus, Patriarch of Alexandria. ■ aj 

Here eiideth the month Haml6. 


name. 


NAHASSE— AUGUST. 

.twelfth month. 


Julian. 


Fasts and Festivals 


Eejnarks, 


SosMj) of atfmatiiaea. 
Nicad^us. 

Obolius.'si martyr. 

Truth, HojSr, attd Oharity. three 

Athanasia.’ ty % ■ 
Eupraxia. ' 

;So|»! 122, ^ 

Sim^ii, the StylitL/; . 
iMercurius, an asceticvi' . 

Abba Matthaeus, V^crmit. 

Mdd brothers in the Ian 


virgins. 


Kng of Jerusaiam, 
Cured a leprose wc 
Singitr was a town 



Nahasse — August 




Julian. 

Erhiop: 

Fasts and Festivals. 

Remarks. 

My. 

Aug. 



29. 

V. i Johannes, a military prefect. 



1 

Julia, coinposition of Eupraxia. 




Tekia-Yasoos. „ 


30. 

VI, 

Abba Witza, disciple of Sinoda. 

Justa. 

Could not be burned to death. 



Maria Magdalena. 

Dedication of the Church of Herodas. 

Herodas was not touched by lions . 




and panthers. 

31. 

vu. 

Conception of Mary. 

Aaron, brother of Moses. 

Jp0tet‘, the 

timothy, Patriarch of Alexandria. 

Viz., by her mother Hanna. 



The twenty-seventh. 



Enl^ the Judge. 


Ang. 


Birtiriftf Joseph. 


1, 

vni. 

Eieazar and Machabasa, and their seven 

Vide 2 Maccab. vii. 3, 



cliiidren. 


2. 

3. 

IX. 

X 

Ori of Set%mf. 

Motra. ^ 

Setnuf, a town, in Egypt 

4 , 


Abba Bicabus. 

Ohristophorus, 

’ ' ;•>'* 

XI. 

Moses, Bishop of Aussira. 

Ptolemaeiis, a martyr of Upper Memphis. 


5. 

XJI. 

fEtc|)ael, ti)e ^rchctiige!. 

' ; . ■ ’f-'- ' ’ 

6. 

1. . ' 


Constantine’s reisn. 

. ' ' -''ff 

XIIL 

' XIY. . 

of m 

:* ' 

iCSb&©Mpi‘ 'V’ 

B‘asiU«&tV ’ .f.. ' ' 

, - i; ■>, 

■ wi:: .jy!. 



33amiates. 

a\v 



Simeon and Johanne.s. ^ > 


8. 

XV. 

. ' 

XBreri.'i’fttg of tijc hoti» of tj|c Vtt^n. 

Chrisiina. 

■ 'haA ■ 



Siaurentms. 




1 Marina. 

. -'v ■ ■- ' # .f; 

9. 

XVI. 

^fscensfon of tijo !3ol!,i| of tlje ^olnUtrsm. 

1 Transfer of the bones of Georgius. 

Commonly called Assumption. 



] GJegur, ruler of Syria. 

H 

10. 

xvn. 

Entheus. 

1 Aerates. 

i Jacob, a martyr, with his compamoriB Jo- 




hannes and Abraham. 




Aragawi. 

^lepaiihet, ^Satrtactch of ^lepan'Orta. 
.Tusiiiras. 

Vide xxir. of Miaziah. 

12. 

’ XIX. 

Phuiehas. 

Transfer of the body of Macarius. 

Jacob, ft bishop of Ethiopia. 

Having returned after o stay of six 



years in Egypt, he found still 
the fire on his hearth burning. 


13. 

XX. 

Sohcii Sloop ets. 

They have many days. 

14. 

XXJ, 

Mnvh tic ^|oln UiYfifti* 

ti'ene, a martvr. ' 

< 

1.1. 

XXil, 

J^fclja, tie itoplet 


16. 

xxin. 

The thii'iy thousand martyrs. 

Dam i aims, a martyr of Anliochia. 
Abraham’s daughter. 

Slain by the followers of Arius. 



0lra|aM. 


XXIV. 

1 1.'s’aac, .son of :^hta|aw. 

Thomas, a martyr. 

1 allot 

L e, Flower of the Creed.’* 





APPEKDIX. 


Nalmsse — August. 


Julian. Ethiop. Fasts and Festivals. Eemarks, 

"ASgT Ang. 

18 . XXV. Bessarion. Crossed a river without getting wet 

. Safoi!* 

Adrian and Anatolia. 

19. XXVI. Sara and Moses. 

Tekia-Sal&,m, and Agabus. 

^hrs|)aTix*s bjtfe. 

20. XXVII, Baaintiiius and his sister Eu'doxia. 

.Samuel, the 

21. xxvni.| ^BmCf antrSacoh. 

: Abba Bersaba. 

22 . XXIX. i^'^attbftn of 

Athanasius. 

Gersimus and Theodotus, ascetics. 

Iremeus, a bishop. ’ i i 

Transfer of the body of John the Younger. 

Salama, translator of the Books, 

23. XXX. Moses, Bishop of Ferme. 

fr'"':'' . . Andrew. ^ 

Here endcth the twelfth Ahyssinian mmih Nahasse. 


PAGMEN, 


THAT IS, HAYS INTERPOLATED BETWEEN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER (NAHASSE AND MAS» 
KARRAM,) THE TWELFTH AND THE FIRST ABYSSINIAN MONTHS, TO MARE UP THE 
SOLAR YEAR. 


Julian. Ethiop. 


Remarks. 


Wetukis. 

Eusebius and Pachomius. 
Xncarceratioix of Sohn the Bajitisrt 
Abba Bessoi. 

htscfple of JSaul 
Baphaeh the Archangel 

Serapio. 

Melchhzedek, King of Salem. 
Sata=^¥acooh. 


Sold himself, and distributed the 
proceeds among the proselytes. 

ISfame of an emperor celebrated 
for his wisdom, and alsAof a 
preacher of the gospel 

See Ter, xiii. 

Was the thirty-seventh pope. 


Amda Mariam. 

Seven bjothers, living in one cave. 
Slfberfust, lattf^rch of Borne* 
Jacob, Bishop; 0 f Egypt. 

Barsuma. 

^mojf, the BroJhet * 

Ahba Magder. ' 


Pertains only on Leap-year, being 
the year of St. John. 


%M^hmpmn year 


fiiit eher mihf ehep* 



